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FROM LAUGHTER TO TEARS IN TWO TICKS I/



“THE IMMORTAL"

MEMENTO|{MOR\" “TICKING|BOY"

TRy ae® = '
CEXY LORRAINE 196%3-1913 DAMON (97Q-

“The Adventures of Ticking Boy” © Damon Herd 20Il. More information at www.damonherd.com
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(T'S AUGUST 2004 . | AM
LYING IN A HOSPITAL BED
STARING AT THE WALL.

( HAVENT SLEPT FOR
THREE DAYS. |'VE STARTED
To HkLLUCiNATE....

= AN

5 =

AND | CAN HEAR AN
INCESSANT TICKING NOISE.

IT'S COMING FROM ME |

I

\ SPENT YESTERDAY IN THE
HiIGH DEPENDENCY UNIT AND
THE DAY BEFORE IN
INTENSWE CARE.

[ THE DAY BEFORE THAT 1
UNDERWENT OPEN HEART
SURGERY TO REPAIR MY

DEFECTW\E ACRTIC VALNE,

WISHBONE

MYSURGEON, MR JOHN YAP, ]
REPLACED 1T WITH A CARBON
MECHANICAL VALVE.

THE OPENING AND CLOSING
OF T™HE VALVE CAUSES THE
TICKING SOUND.

| WILL HEAR \T FOR THE
REST OF MY LIFE. | AM NOW...
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' THE FlR T CAR IN SELKIRK

CIRCA 1905

NO, TODAY WERE
TRYING SOMETHING

HURRY UPWILLIAM,
FOOSEY BEARD
WILL BE ANGRY/
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TINGS, |T'S B\'LLY
STRANG STEEL
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PHEW! BACK To

THE PONY § TRAP
TOMORROW THEN...
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WE NEED TO
BUY YOU SOME
NEW GLO\ES




HOW COME
THERE ARE
JHREE GLOVES?

BUT THAT'S STEALING!
IT'S WRONG TO srsm.\
‘

WANT A ROW
SO | TOOK
ANOTHER PAIR

EMBARASSED, LET M
PAY FOR_'“-\%_SSTOLEN

THAT'S FINE,
THANK You,
WE UNDERSTAND
How YOU FEEL
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ANOTHER ONE‘
NOW, THAT'S..

\/\

LORRAINE HAD MISPLACED THE SECOND PAIR AND
THEN STOLEN YET ANOTHER PAIR. MY MOM WAS
TOO EMBARASSED T 60 BACK TO THE SHOP AGAIN !




THE

EMMORTHLs

[FOR A LONG TIME | SUS—~
PECTED THAT MY GREAT
GRANDFATHER WAS IMMORTAL

HE WAS BORN IN 1897
~QUEEN VICTORIA WAS
STILL ONTHE THRONE.

( MY EARLIEST MEMORY OF
HIM \S FROM ABOUT 1934 -
RIDING HOME FROM WORK
ON HIS MOPED.

HE HAD ACTUALLY RETIRED
IS YEARS EARLIER BUT STILL
WORKED AS A GARDENER.

BEFORE THAT HE HAD BEEN
A CEMETERY SUPERVISOR

AND HAD FILLED TWO GRAVE-
YARDS (N KIRKCALDY,

ENETERY
HE WAS NOT
RESPONSIBLE

FOR THE o~
DEATHS THouoH ! |

BENNOGHY] |

GARDENING WAS HIS LIFE
APART FROM SERNICE IN THE
FIRST WORLD WAR AND THE
HOME GUARD IN WWTL,

NN
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LATER ON HE KEPT REES,
A HOBBY SAID TO HELP
PROLONG LIFE.

—

HE GAVE UPHIS MOPED
AGED 97 AS HE WAS STARTING
‘TO FEEL A BIT DIZZY"

HEDIEDIN 2005, AGED |08.
ONE THE FEW PEOPLE IN
HASTORY WHOSE LIFE
SPANNED THREE CENTURIES.

BILL ELDER 1897-2005




nOERd PRENMETAELS

FORAWHILE AFTER MY
HEART OP (T FELT LIKE \HAD FOR A COUPLE OF WEEKS To PREVENT BLOOD CLOoTS ON
MY HEART VALVE, (T com-

SPENT MY WHOLE LIFE HAVE MY GALL BLADDER

IN HOSP\TALS. REMOVED, PLICATES ALL PROCEDURES,
TWO WEEKS ON A GASTRO-

ENTERCLOGY WARD 18 T00 LoNG!

TIME TO EMPTY
YaUR COLOSTOMY
BAG MR JONES

\ DD GET SOME SOUVENIRS MY EARLIEST MEMORY 1S OF BEING IN A HOSPITAL.
| REMEMBER THE BEDSPREAD AND THE TOVS.

THOUGH\
‘-
Room

—\\\

1 | WAS THREE YEARS OLD OVER A YEAR EARLIER | | STILL HAVE ASCAR - JUST
AND WAS HAVING PLAST\C HAD FALLEN AGAINST A LIKE HARRISON FORD,
SURGERY ON N\Y CHMIN. WINDOW. \T BROKE AND

SLICED MY CHIN.

REPLICANTS ARE LIKE
ANY OTHER MACH INE
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WHILE STILL AT PRIMAR
SCHOOL | BROKE MY NoOS

AT A PLAY PARK.

=1

A WOMAN DROVE ME
HOME BUT SHE DIDN'T
SEE MY SISTER TRACEY.

SHE HAD TO MAKE HER
OWN WAY HOME!

THEN WHEN | WAS 12
| BROKE MY LEG.

t SOMEHOW MANAGED To
CRASH INTO A PARKED CAR.

hB_LL THIS TIME IN HOSP(TAL
MUST HAVE AN EFFECT.

TPATIENSSN

o

SCIENTIFIC AND GENETIC
MAN\PULATION STORIES
FASCINATE ME.

| MADE AN ILLUSTRATED
EDITION OF BULGAKOV'S
HEART OF A DOG".

[ —

SHARIK USED TO BE A DOG
AND STILL HATES CATS.

[WITH A PHavo OF MY OWN
OPERATION SCAR ON THE
COVER.

@

'FRANKENSTEIN', 'GEEK
LOVE', 'THE \SLAND OF
DR. MOREAU".

DOES THIS INTEREST Lenp
BACK To MY CHILDHOOP
SYRGERY?

DID THEY DO MoRE
THAN TJUST OPERATE
ON MY CHIN?




TRAVELS
WITH

MY
A

LETS GO
FOR A
WALK!

EVEN AGED JUST TWO |

TRUSTED MY BIG SISTER

LORRAINE WOULD ALWANS
GET ME HOME AFTER AWALK,

SHE WASONLY FourR HERSELF! 1

TINE TO
ET DRESSED,

SHE WOULD GO OFF WHEN- 1
EVER. SHE FELT LIKE IT,




I'D LIKETO
GO SEEGRAN

k)

EVEN PUBLIC TRAMSPORT

DIDN'T PHASE HER.

|

OH YOU'RE STILL HERE?
[ THOUGHT YOU WERE
WITH SOMEQNE.

WHERE DO YOU LANE?
WE'LL TAKE You
BACK HOME.

LORRAINE ALWAYS ARRIVED
HOME SAFE. SHE WouLD
HANE MADE \T TO GRAN'S
\E ONLY SHE HAD CAUGHT
THE CORRECT BUS!/

23
W\ | HELLOQ!

EE@ \M HOME
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SUCHA
SILENCE

S EASILY
UNDEK

95T - BILL AT 60

TODAY WE WERE
LEARNING ABOUT
THE FIRST WoRLD

THEY WANTED PEOPLE To
JOIN UPTO FIGHT IN FRANC

| TOINED UP UNDER THE DERBY SCHEME* | WENT TO TME
ROYAL GARRISON ARTILLERY ~ AS A GUNNER- AND SOON WE
WERE SENT TO ERANCE.

At
el N >

% ANOLUNTARY RECRUITMENT POLICY IN BRITAIN

CREANTED IN (915 BY THE EARL OF DERBY.




{WAS THERE AT SOME OF THE BIG BATTLES, THE \ [ CosT MANY FRIENDS.|
SOMME AND THE SECOND BATTLE FOR YPRES,
POVER
BELGIUM
SECOND BATTLE
A Of YPRES
Vo APRIL 1915
‘t)
X N
BATTLE OF “"{
THE SOMME -~
JUNE~NOV 916 \l
J.\—s
FRANCE

BUT | HAD MY DUTIES TO PO LOOKING
AFTER THE HORSES.
/ .

//
/




I'WAS THE TEAM MASTER AND THAT ’ THESE HORSES WERE LOYAL FRIENDS
\S WHAT | DD,

AND MANY DIED ALONGSIDE pPs™®

Eq |
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“I KNOW DEAR ,IWAS THERE"
WAS ALL NYY GREAT GRAND-
FATHER EVER SAID TOo OUR
FAMILY ABOUT H\S
EYPERIENCES DURING THE
FIRST WORLD WAR.

THE QUOTED TEXT 1S TAKEN
FROM AN INTERVIEW WITH
HIM IN “THE LAST POST ',
A CoLLECTION OF INTER-
VIEWS WITH SURVIVING
FIRST WORLD WAR VETERANS
BY MAX ARTHUR FROM 2005,

THE TITLE ISAQUOTE FROM
AN ARTICLE IN ‘SCOTLAND
ON SUNDAY' FROM 2004
ABOUT THE LAST TWO
SURVIWING SCOTTISH
NETERANS.




SWEETS KlLLEP
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[DON'T ACTUALLY REMEMBER MY SISTER LORRAINE.
\ WAS ONLY TWO WHEN SHE DIED.

TRACEY ME LORRAINE

S—

A TODDLER

ITTLE LorraineHerd
choked to death on
sweets, a post-mortem
examination revealed
yesterday.

It happened on Mondas
night minutes after the
four-year-old bhought 2p
worth of large, chewy
sweelts.

A neighbour had THEN WE FOUND
given her meney for FINE GLOVES! HAHAHA!

running anerrand.

SHE REMAINED IN OUR
LIVES BY A CONSTANT
RETELLING OF WER
EXPLOITS.

AFEW YEARS LATER MY WEE
BROTHER DERICK WAS BORN .

BUT OQUR PARENTS NEVER RECOVERED FROM LOSING
LORRAINE AND THEY SEPARATED A FEW YEARS LATER.
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INDEPENDENT.

MY MOM DIED A WEEK
BEFORE HER ©G\ST BIRTHDAY.
QUITE YOUNG ESPECIALLY
WHEN COMmPARED TO HER
CRANDFATHER.

AFTER THAT THEY SEEMED TO FORGET ABOUT THE
THREE K\0DS THEY STILL HAD. WE BECAME VERY

_
IT WAS RS IF THEY WERE |
700 SCARED TO GET TOO

CLOSE (N CASE THEY LOST

MY DAD DIED JUST OVER
A YEAR LATER, | HAD
SEEN HIM ONLY A FEW
TIMES \N THIRTY YEARS.

FOR ME, THEY TOOK, THE

WRONG LESSONS FRoM
LORRAINE'S DEATH,
THINK OF HER AS A
MEMENTO MOoRy\.

LATIN FOR ‘REMEMBER You
WILL DIE', | BELIEVE IT
MEANS WE SHOULD
EMBRACE LIFE WHILE WE
ARE HERE.

| THE MEXICAN DAY OF THE
DEAD COMES FROM A
SIMILAR \DEA ABOUT
CELEBRATING L\FE WHILE
BEING CONSCIOUS OF YOUR
OWN MORTALITY.

EVEN |N HER SHORT LIFE,
LORRAINE SEEMED TO USE
HER TIME \WELL AND

LIVED UIFE TO THE FULL.




ONCE, AT A CLASSICAL
MUSIC CONCERT, |T ANNOYED
A MAN SO MUCW THAT HE Gor
UP AND MOVED TO THE
OTHER S\WE OF THE
AUDI\TORI\UM.

A TICKING MAN LONCLUDES

tick
tick
tick
tick
tick

| HAVE NOW BEEN TICKING
FOR ALMOST SEVEN YEARS.
IT SERVES AS A MEMENTO
MOR\ JUST AS EFFECTIVELY

AS MEMORIES OF LORRAINE.

| RARELY NOTICE (T THESE
DAYS AND, THANKFULLY,
MY WIFE FINDS (T
COMFORTING.

SOME PEOPLE'S HEARING
(S MORE ATTUNED TO \T
THAN OTHERS. (F SOME-
ONE DOES HEAR WITHOUT
KNOWING MY CONDITION
THEY USUALLY ASSUME
THAT ITIS MY WATCH.

\E MY HEART HADN'T
BEEMN MENDED, AND \ DIDN'T
TICK, THEN | WOuLD
PROBABLY BE DEAD BY NowW!

FOR ME T \S MUCH RETTER
TO T\CK THAN NOT TO
TICK.

L

PERHAPS ODDLY. | USUALLY DRAW MY TACKS IN A TYPEWRITER STYLE FONT.
MY TICKING HAS A TYPOGRAPWG CHARACTER!

tick tick tick tick
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