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PREFACIL.

TrE narrative iy written, and I have concluded
to give it to the public, It was commenced under

very serious doubts as to the propriety of its pub-

lication, lest there might appear a spirit of egotism
in arfaying my imperfeet labors before the world.
In gathering up and writing out the actual facts of
my personul experience, I have found much satis-
faction. The review of the way in which the Tord
has led me has greatly strengthened my faith in
His providential dealings with His people, and
confirmed my belief that e still asccomplishes His
divine purposes through weak instrumentalitles.
In view of this, I have arrived at the conclusion
that the facts of my personal missionary experience
are not my own, and therefore T have no right to
suppress them, however much my natural disposi-
tion may inclive me to do so. Hence, I give this

brief narrative of iy Twenty Years’ Txperience

amoung the Mexicans, to the public, from a firm
g 2 p
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conviction of duty to God, and will indulge the
hope that He will make it useful to those into
whose hands the little book may fall.

T am aware it will be subject to varlons eriti-
cisms.  With some, it will, I doubt not, be received
as an exhibition of God’s faithfulness to His prom-
ises, and an example of His condescension in favor-
ing one of his weakest servants. If this apprecia-
tion be arrived at, I shall be fully compensated for
this presentation of my life-service for the Master.

There is another class who may probably deign
to look fato the book, and who, having no proper
understanding of a work of faith, will pronounce
the facts presented the result of a wild fawaticism
and of a weak and misgnided mind. From this
class, I most frankly acknowledge, I have expected
naught but disapprobation, therefore I shall not be
disappointed in any eriticisms they may sec fit to
malke.

Then, there are those who profess to bave an
apprcciatiofl and knowledge of missionary labor
who may say the work described might have been
done better, To such, I would say, I wish you had
come into the field at the staga of progress which I
entered it, and accomplished the work us you think
it ought to have been done. It is quite casy to
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eriticise the labors of predecessors, without due
regard to the stupendous disadvantages under which
they have labored, and because things have not
been brought to a stage of perfection, to say there ig
an evident failure in their plans and purposes.” It
is a doubtful question, however, whethet these
eritics could have done better under the same diff-
cull cireumstances,

Breaking up the ground and sowing the seed
always precedes the harvest. The forest bas to be
leveled and mueh hard labor has to be accomplished
before towns and cities can be built; and if some of
my successors do not find the ecities already built,
they will at Teast find some degree of foundation
upon which to build.

When I transferred the mission of Northern Mex-
ico to the A. B. C. F. M., 1 claimed only that a
FOUNDATION had been laid, and that the super-
structure had yet to be reared. Although there
were six organized . churches, with some hundreds
of converted Mexicans, and a school attached to
each church, with a training school for bojfs in the..
seminary building in Monterey, also an abundance
of precious seed scattered over the land, yet I pre-
sented the field as very needy and in great want af
efficient laborers for perfecting this work, and for
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fully carrying out the plans and purposes which had
been laid in faith and prayer. May God enable
those who take np this work to rightly understand
it, and give due honor to the agencies which have
preceded them.

The gathering of those churches hag been done
mainly throngh the instramentality of native Clris-
tians,  With the experience which they had gaisesd
of the gospel of Christ, they were enabled to reach
the hearts of their fellow-countrymen with the same
blessed truths far more successfinlly than any fureign
missionary who wight have heen brought upon the
field conld have done. There are peculiarities of
Mexican mind and character which foreigners fail
to understand or reach. Many, very many, of the
blinded votaries of the papacy in Mcexieco have been
brought to the knowledge of the truth as it is in
Jesus through the instructions imparted them by
these unlettored Bible readers. To undervalue and
set at naught this heaven-approved instrumentality
I can not but regard as a sin against the IToly Ghost.
To those who lightly estimate these labeors, I sy,
with tearful eyes, be careful i1 yonr j:udgment., lest
the Master who ealled them into Ilis service, and
has so significantly accepted this service, be wounded
in the house of his professed fiiends.

*im
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Also, T would say to all whom it may concern,
that in giving this brief history of my mission
among the Mexicans, T have most strenuously en-
deavored Lo avoid approprinting undue honor to
myself. I have felt it an imperative duty, and it
bas been my pleasure, Lo recognize the Jabors done
by others on the ficld, and to duly notice those

~ labovs as fur as was consistent with the brevity of

my narrative. After I carried my mission into

Mexico in 1865, I worked mainly through others,
emwploying both American and native laborers, some-
~ times having fifteen at a time in the various de-
- partments of the field, and being obliged often to

leave the work in the charge of suitable persons to

come o the United States to solicit the {funds for

their support. This work I cluimed for the Amer-
ican — Toveign Christian Union, and under-whose
avspices I planted this first mission in Northern
Mexico. No other missionary society entered this

field until 1870, at which time the Baptist TTome

Missionary Socicty employed their first laborer,
Rev. Thomas Westrup. In 1871, the Friends sent
a missionary Lo the State of Tamaulipas. In 1872,
the Presbyterian Board of Missions sent their first
missionaries to the State of Zacatecas, and also to

the City of Mexico. Tn 1873, the Methodist Board
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of Missions sent Rev. Dr. Butler to the City of
Mexico. The Episcopaliang have a mission in
Mexico, but I am not fully acquainted with the
fucts of its origin, or of the date of its commence-
ment.  Probably Rev. Mr. Riley, who is an Epis-
copalian, has transferred his mission in the City of
Mexico to that denomination—am not positive,

If, in my representations, I have made any mis-
takes, I will most cheerfully rectify those mistakes
when eonvinced that such have been made.

That this Tittle book sball be an exponent of
truth and justice has been my chief desire and aim;
and that God will bless it as it goes forth to the

public is my most earnest prayer.
MELINDA RANKIN,

E ~--.mm”
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TWENTY YEARS AMONG THE MEXICANS,

CHAPTER I

Why this book was writlen—The question of woman’s proper

sphere fully decided—A consecration to missions—Patient
waiting.

INCE the failure of my bealth has compelled

me to retire from active service on the field,
the question has been repeatedly asked me, “ Why
do you not irite a history of your mission among
the Mexicans?” Various considerafions, having
weight in my own mind, at first repelled such an
idea, and I uniformly replied, “I am utterly op-
posed to autohiographies. And it savors too much
of egotism for me to set forth to the public my
own personal labors, Desides, I do not elaim very
wonderful displays of magnanimity in any thing I
have done. Therefore I am not at all dispesed to
put my deeds in print, as if I believed them de~
serving of especial admiration and praise,”

The question, however, has continued to be re-
peated, and that by persons to whose opinien I
owed respect. One reverend divine, whom I met

for the first time, said to me, “ You owe the Chris-
: (15)
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tlan public a narralive of the way in which God
has led you. Your work ameng the Mexicuns has
been, most emphatically, the Lord’s work, and it
scems to me He claims that it should be displayed
for His vame’s sake.”

~ This was a new view of the subject, and T felt
constrained to take the maiter into serious consid-
eration. Could God be gloriffed in the eflort, T
felt willing to take up the cross—for such it seemed
- to me—and to write out the simple facts conneeted
with my work among the Mexicans, Aud if, in
now piving the detnils as they come up in my
memory, the glory of God shall appear to be the
paramount object, I shall probably Jay them be-
fore the public; but should I discover the motive
to be self-glorification, I shall, most unhesitatingly,
comimit the manuscript to the flames.

One very important consideration which inspires
me to Luis undertaking is the hope that I may
prove, by actual facts which have occurred in oune
woman’s life, that our Divine Master has still work
for woman to do in His kingdom on earth. When
we look into the New Testament we see the impor-
tant service rendered Him by woman; and we not-

ice also that He not only recognized it, but highly -

commended it. In relation to an act performed by
woman ITe sald,  Wherever the gospel is preachied
throughoat the whole world, this that this woman
has done shall be spoken of as a memorial of her.”
To a very great extent the prevailing sentiment
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among Christ’s people has been, that woman’s
work should be neeessarily eircumseribed, lest she
transcend the delicacy belonging to ther sex. To
unwomanly aspirations or conduet I am as much
opposed us any one,  But had public sentiment
beew my guide some forty years ago, I should
probably lhave seitled down iz my New England
home with the beliel that it was highly improper
for me to andertalie any signal enterprise for the
advaneement of Christ’s kingdom,  But when the
light of the glorions Gospel of the Son of God
shone into my beart the desire for its extension
throughout the whole world took entire possession
of me.  Impressed with the responsibility of be-
ing a redeemed sivner, I woundered how I was to
find vent for the boundless aspirations which pos-
sessed my whole Dbeing, and I almost rebelled
against the will of my heavenly Father at the
limited sphere which Ile seemed to have allotted -
me. In this unquiet frame, I providentially came
across the chapter in Panls Epistle to the Corin-

. thians in which le says, “ But now hath God set

"

the members cvery one of them in the body, as
it hath pleased him. And if they were all one
member, where were the body? But now are
they many members, yet but one body. And the
eye can unot say unto the hand, T have no nced
of thee: nor again the head to the feet, T lave
no nced of you. Nay, much more those mem-
bers of the body, which' scem to be more feeble,

2
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are necessary.” T immediately came to the con-
clusion that, as a member of Christ’s body, al-
thongh a feeble one, I had a mission to folfill,
and one sufficiently ample for occupying all the
powers of the body and sonl. I felt no proscrip-
tion' on aceonnt of my sex; nay, I could, and did,
adopt the noble sentiment of the lamented Dv-
atls, Secrefary of the American Board of Missions,
who was removed by death soon after his appoint-
ment,  In the acceptance of the responsible posi-
tion, e writes: “ Fenceforth, if it please Him, T
am to conscerrte myself—my soul and bLody and
all I have—to a direct effort to exceute, in union
with others, the last command of the ascended
Saviour.” '
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- CHAPTER IL

What wilt Thon have me to do?-—My Inbors’ must be beyond
the bounds of New IEngland—Wants of the Valley of the
Mississippi—Two years in Kentueky; thence to the Stats
ot Mississi ppi-—Delighted with the “Sunny South *—Must
divest myself of lTove of place merely from ils worldly at-
tractions.

\{Y Master, I [elt assured, accepted this consecras
| tton which, from sy heart, I had thus made,
and from theneeforth I regarded myself pledged
to perlorm such work as He might assign me. I
was impressed that my mission would be among
the needy and destitute ; conscquently beyond the
bounds of New England. Trom the period of this
consceration a series of Arials commenced which
scemed especially appointed by God to test the
sincerity and depth of my motives, The Master,
I felt assured, was (rying my spirit as silver ig
tried, in order to preparc me for some special
work, With the full conviction that i due time
my life’s mission would be shown me, I endeav-
ored to “be fatthful over the few things,”” and ap-
plied mysclf with earncst devotion to a thorough
preparation, and also to teaching the young, both
in Subbath and weel-day schools. During those
years of waiting and preparing, at intervals would
light from heaven shinc upon my pathway as upon
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some of old.  With the unmistakable aptness of the
language of inspiration would these words come
unto me: “Iear not, I have called thee by thy
name ;7 “Thouw art wmive””  Oltentintes would I
be impressed with this command : “Get thee out
of thy ecouuntry, and from thy kindred, and come
into the Jand avhich T will show you”  When
motives stromnger than life urged me to remain, in
my dear New Llingland, the scutiment of the Apos-
tle would impress me with icresistible forees “ Ne-
cessity is laid upon me; yea, woe is unto me” if
I go not to the needy and destitute,  Divine grace
finally prevailed, and duty impeled me to take
the advance step towards my appointed work, I
scarcely knew what it was to be, yet 1 endeavored
“to set the Lovd before me;?” *and because Ile
was at my right hand,” I knew I should be guided
aright. At that {ime there was a great call for
missionary teachers to go to the Valley of the Mis-
gissippi. In consequcnce of Iluropean emigration,
Roman Catholicism was fast gaining ground in that
portion of eountry, and urgent appeals were mude
by American Protestantism for counteracting influ-
ences. Under the all-inspiring conviction of duty,
with steadfast, yet cheerful purpose, I bade adieu
to my New Evgland home and f{riends, and took
up my way toward the West, going as far as Ken-
tucky, which, at that period (1840), was considered
quite a remote region. In this State I found a
great need of Christian teachers, and, although it
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did not seem to be the field which answered my ut-
most aspirations, yet I remained there nearly two
years, establishing schools, and sending on to New
England {or teachers, I then went to the State of
Mississippi, and in this new move I wug conscious
ol the manifest direction of God, which was clearly
shown by ihe opening of the way, and by the wel-
come reception whieh I reccived from the people
of that regien. I conld see even there abundance
of veason why T should have left our highly -fa-
vored New England, to {ill o position so ncedy as
the one which [ way ealled immediately to occupy.

The beautiful “Sunny South,” with its highly
cultivated and refined society, charmed me, and I
fain would have made a permanent residence amid
its delighifml seenes; but often would the startling
question sonnd in my ears, “ What doest thou here,

Elijah 2”7 and T would arvouse to the consciousness

that T was on enchanted ground, and that I must
divest myself of love of place merely from its werld-
ly attractions.



29 TWENTY YEARS AMONG THE MEXICANS,

CHAPTER III.

Looking over into Mcxico—A dark prospect—=Responsibility
of American Christians—Public appeals unavailing—Re-
solved to go to Mexico—Clased my laliora in Mississippi
and started Tor Mexico~Iemarkable Irovidences—* A
littte child shall lead them ”-—-Could not get immeediately
into Mexico~—Trecided Lo go to Texas —Incidents of travel
—Unpleasant delay on Red River.

MHE dark places of the earth scemed to me the

most ficling spot for one who had made a con-
sceration of alf to Christ and His cause; but I re-
mained in Mississippi, with some intervals of ab-
sence, until 1846, at which time our country was
engaged in war with Mexico. Mississippi was
largely represented in that war, and when it closed
I lcarned through returned soldiers and officers
much ahout the moral destitution prevailing among
the people of Mexico. Here, I learned, was a coun~
try right npon our border from which the light of
the Bible had been excluded for centuries. Indeed,
a pure Christianity had never penetrated these dark
regions, as'all the previons history of Mexico clearly

proved. Upon the advent of the Spanish conquer-

ora of Mexico, Roman Catholicism, with all its idol-
atrous rites, was substituted for paganism, Not-
withstanding the assumptions of the Roman system
of religion, it proved fully as demoralizing, and
which, besides its corrupting tendeuncies, ground
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down the poor inoffensive people under the most
despotic bondage. 'This system of religion had
reigned supreme, under a tyrannical priesthood, for
more than three hundred years, and its legitimate
fruits were fully apparent by the moral degrada-
tion prevailing throughout one of the fairest coun-
tries upon the globe. My sympathies became en-
listed in beliadf of these long-suflering and neglected
people.  Qur counlry had conquered them and sub-
Jugated them o its own terms; and was there noth-
ing more demanded for this bleeding, riven, and
desolated country?  Were there no hearts to com-
miscrate the helpless condition of these perisling
millions of souls under the iron heel of papal power,
with all #s soul-destroying inftuences? I could not
avoid the iwpression that an imporvtant duty de-
volved upon Bvangelical Clrislendon to try and
do something for the moral elevation of this people,
wha bad so long been “sitting in the region and
shadow of death.”  Tndeed, I felt that the honor of
American Christianity most imperatively demanded
that some effort should immediately be made. So
strongly Tmpressed was I of this that I wrote sev-
eral articles for publication, hoping to enlist an in-
terest among the churches and missionary boards;
but my appeals met with no respense, and I re-
solved, God helping me, to go myself to Mexico
and do what T could do for the enlightenment of
her long-neglected people. Although I could not
preach the Gospel to them, yet I felt that I could,
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in ways adapted to my appropriate sphere, do some-
thing for bringing its blessings wmong them.

The unsctiled condition of Mexico prevented me
from going there immediately, veb T resolved to cet
my fiee thitherward, and wait the indications of
God’s Providence, in the confidence that an oppor-
tunily would be presculed for the fulfillment of my
cherished desires.  In pursuance of this objeet, I
closed my labors in Mississippi in May of 1847,
It was with extreme reluetunce that my patrons
would aceede to my plans of leaving them for go-
ing among the Moexicans, yet when they fully un-
derstood my  motives, they f{inally acquiesced,
However painful I found the breaking away from
my long cherisbed friends, I realized T had a still
greater tvial before me, as T must go to Texas in
order to get into Mexico, and I well kanew that
Texas, as well as Mexico, was not a place to which
an unprotected woman would aspire {o go, from
any expectation of comfort or perhaps of safety.
But 1 felt the word to be “ Go forward;” and
although the waves of uncertainty dashed high and
Toud, yet I must venture upon the simple command
of God, believing that a promise wus appended
equal to the eirenmstances. -

I girded on the armor of faith; toolt a final
leave of the kindest of friends, and went to Vicks-
burg for taking a steamer down the Mississippi
river. I took passage, without any definite con-
clusion which route T should take; whether T
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should go inte Bastern Texas, by the way of Red
River, ur go to New Orleans, and there take a
vessel for Western Texas. My final place of des-
tination was fully decided, but the way of going to
i, I annst commit to Uim who called me. ) im-
medialely went into iy stale-room, and sat dowa
to contemplude my undertaking.,  All the absuvdity
of starting to Texas, with a view of going to Mex-
ico, wiis pevmitied to take possession of me. ITow
presumpiuous it appeared to go to Texas, which,
although then annexed to the United Stales, was,
according  to  report, and  general impressiou,
peopled by vutlaws and rencgades from other lands.
What would my parents and friends say if they
knew of my mad purpose? On the other hand I
refected thus:” Why lLave L taken this step?
How came I possessed with the idea of going on
such u laznrdous cxpedition? Did it not come
from above? Surely, the Lord has put this into
my heart, or I never should have come to such a
decision us starting for Mexico. He bas inclined
me to set my foot forwurd, and 1 will trust Xim to
be my guide and protector. My agitated and aux-
ious feelings became calwed, and I avose, went out,
and stood upon the guards of the steamer. While
in peaceful contemplution, looking upon the beauti-
ful scenery on the banks of the river, there came a
little girl, about Len years of age,.and stood beside
me, I addressed her, as I usually do children with
whom I fall in cewpany while traveling, by ask-
3 :
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ing her, “ Where are you going?” In answer to
my question she very readily replied, “1 am goiug
to Texas.”

“ AL1” said I, “and I am going to Texas, ton.”’
Then I put the question, “ To what part of Texas
are you going?”’

She replied, “1 do vot know, as I have never
been there, but am going with wy uncle to live
with him.”  She added, I will aslc my unele, and
tell you to what place in Texas we ave going.””

L very soon went into the ladies saloon,
afller having been seated some little time, theve
camie in a very respectable appearing gentleman,
who took u seat near, and addressed me, by suying,
“ My nicee informs me you are going lo Texas”

I replied that T was. , .

ITe inquired, “ Lo whal part of Texas urc you
going 77

Here was a dilemma, but I eane np bravely to
the oceasion by replying, “1 have no definite place
of destination.,” .

This elicited a more divect query, “But why,
and for whal purpose, du yon go to Texas?”

[ then guve him a bricf detail of the motives
which inspired me in turning my attention in that
direction.  But, as I doubled whether T would be
able to carry out the design of immediately going
among the Mexicans, I puarposed to remain in
Texas, for a time, and assist in the educational and
religious interests of that new State. °
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The gentleman almost bounded from bis seat,
andd with much evident pleasure congratulated me
upen such a praiseworthy enterprise, He added,
“We ave (raly in want of good teachers in Texas;
indeed, it is the great aud pressing need at this
stage of progress in the Siate.”  He said, also, that
before he left "l'exas for Washingtan, same three
months previous, he was requesied by the trustees
of the Female Academy at Huntsville, Texas, to
procure for them a lady teacher, but had failed to
do s0, as his time had heen so complelely ocenpied
in business with the Government, concerning the
establishment of mail rontes in Texas, that he had
not found time.  “Besides,” added he, “1 could
hardly venture to ask a well qualified young lady,
with the unfavorable impressions which prevail
against Lexas, to go to the ¢ Lone Star State’”
He said, he presumed the situation was still vacant,
and proposed that I should go on in company with
him and his wicee and occupy it. He would re-
gavd it as a special favor if I would take charge
of the little girl, and said he would gladly render
me the necessary assistance for traveling in Texas,
as I should find much difficulty for the lack of
suitable conveyance. :

I was inclined to believe that God, who had given
me such eliecrful confidence in his guiding hand,
had provided this way for my entrance into Texas,
and I was disposed to take this kind proposition
into carelul consideration, although made by an
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entive stranger, He was going by the way of the
Red River, and I shonld have ncarly two days
. travel before leaving the steamer, upon which I
had already taken passage, for further acquaini-
ance, At the elose of the sccond day, T finally de-
cided upon landing at the mouth of Red River,
and tuking passage with my new-wade f'ricn.ds.' i
found the little girl a pleasant young companion,
and the gentleman, in manners and conduct, such
as inspired my confidence.

The boat upon which we ascended the river was
quite small, as the depth of water wounld not admit
of the larger stcamers.  The meandering course of
the stream made our Lrip slow and somewhat un-
pleasant, yet the consciousness that I was on the
way to the land to which the Lord had called me,
greatly lessened the tediousucss,  When we arrived
opposite Alexandria, La., ouc cralt ran upon a Sflll(l—
bar, and mude u final stop.  All efforts to extricate
the boat seemed to be ineffectual, and for four days
we remained in the middle of  the river, exposed to
the burning sun of June. A more uncomlortable
conidition could searcely be imagined, and passen-
gers aud crew became quife disheartened.
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CHAPTER 1V,

Prayer to God for deliveranee—QOu our way again--Entrance
into Texas—A beautiful couniry—Located at Huntsville
—Interesting ficld of lubor—Arrested by sickness—Re-
covery—Alding in religious and educstional enterprises—
Greally desiving to carry the torel of Divine Truth to the
millions of Mexico,

MHIT river was daily becoming more shallow, and
the hope of finding any other means of con-
veyance could not be indulged.  Railroads, at that
carly day, especially in that region, were not found
at cvery turn to convey wailing passengérs to
almost any point of compass.  Neither, indeed,
were stage coaches to be obtained in that portion
of country in which our lot had cast us. :
About the middle of the fourth day T began to
feel somewhat as Bunyan’s Pilgrim did in the cave
of Giant Despair. His extremity was such as to
remind hiw of a forgotten key which he carried in
his bosom, by means of which he was enabled to
unlock the strong gates of his prison, and he and
his companion walked out of the dismal ceil in
which they were imprisoued, iuto light and libeyty.
The question arvse in my mind, Are there no pray-
ing souls on board ?  God alone can help us, and 1
will make mention of the arm of Quinipotence, and
see if there be any who will vespond. 1 touched
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 the key-note, and was rejoiced to find several of
the passengers who immediately caught the im-
-pulse. “God will be inquired of hefore deliver-
ance comes,” Leeame the watchword. The after-
noon was speut in rehearsing the dealings of Gad
with us iv times past, and in acknowledging our
continued dependence upan  Him., The means
used were blest, as we believed in answer to prayer,
and before sunset our boat was oxtricated from the
eruel bar which so long had held us, and we were
500N ON gUr WAy again.

During our delay, my gentleman friend went to
Alexandria, and there met one of the trustees of
Huntsville Aeademy, who informed him they were
still waiting for a teacher, and requested him to
make a positive engagement with me to go directly
on to Huntsville. We continued our way up the
river as far as Natchitoches, L., where we landed,
for going to Texas. A carriage and horses were

purchased, and we traveled the remainder of the.

way, which was three bundred miles, by land.
The miserable and desolate Tooking country which
T had pictred, 4u my imagination, Texas to he,
became transformed into one of the most beautiml
regions 1 had ever before beheld.  The splendid
trees, the verdant plains, and great varviety of wild
flowers, conspired to makn the scenc an enchanting
one. Instead of a wild and uncultivated popula-
tion, I found many highly refined and intclligent
people, who had but a short time previous emi-
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grated from the Southern States to Texas. At
Nacogdoches, a place of considerable importance, I
was mosht urgently requested to remain as teacher
for several families.  The gentleman said, “ If yon
are not pleased with Huntsville, write us, and we
will send o carriage and bring you back.” But I
was pleased with ITuntsville, T fonad a town of
some five or six hundred inhabitants, most of whom
had come to Texas after the anncxation to the
United  States.  Several of  the families had
daughters, who had been partially educated before
they emigrated, snd they greatly desived the con-
tinnance of their education in their adopted home.
My rceeption was most cordial, and as one after
another weleomed me with the warmest greetings, I
said to myself, surely ¢ My linesare fallen in pleasant
places.,”  Was it singular that I sometimes cast my
mind back to the thme of my starling for Téxas;
wlen, in my lonely statcroom, on the Mississippi
steamer, I indulged in painful and doubtful
soliloquy upon the adventure I was about making?
After realizing such wonderful displays of the lov-
ing kinduess of my Ileavenly Father in my Dbe-
half, conld T ever donbl againin following wherever
He, in His Providenee, may see fit to lead me?
No, aever; but we shall see. ‘There are other
steeps to climb Defore life’s work is finished, and
faith may again falter—Dbut we will not anticipate.
“ Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof.”

T commenced my Jabors at untsville utider the
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most -faverable auspices, and various depariments

of usefulness opened before me. Besides week-day .

and Sunday-schools, I lenl n helping hand in writ-
ing for some religious and educational periodicals,
which .were then just in their incipiency, As T
could not venture among tlic Mexicans at that
time, I felt that my dufy lay, for the time being,
among the Texans. Every thing conspired to
make my situation peculinrly delightiful, and I
worked with a purpose commensurate with the de-
mands,  Surely, T thought, T am sailing on beau-
tiful waters. DBuat, oh! when one year rolled
around my overtaxed system gave way, and L was
reluctal;tly obliged to swccumb. Ilow lkeenly I
felt. the blow! To give up my dearly cherished
work was, in my estimation, an unparalleled mis-
fortune. My nervons systern was much aflected,
and my mind indulged in very uncomfortable
vagaries, An unfulfilled  responsibility scemed
resting upon me, and my constant gricf was 1 must
dic and leave the anticipated work of my life un-
done. On one hand was a life purpose unaccom-
plished, and on the other a sinking, dying body.
I was much relieved one day by words of com{org
from a cherished Christian friend. Making my
doleful Jamentations to him, he replicd, with much
emphasis, “ You are not ealled to die yet, but you
will live to accomplish some work for God” T
replied, Ol ! can such a boon be granted me, I will
welcome life on any shore, and among any people,
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however inhospitablel Afler several months of
intense suffering, both of body and of mind, a new
leage of life was granted, by a partial restoration
of my health, so T was able ngain to resume my
labors.

My Dbitter experiencee had taught me lo {ake
better cave of the tenement in whieh T dwelt, and
I endeavored 1o limil my duties fo the amount of
physieal ability T possessed. T assisted in the es-
lablishment of schools, devoling a portion of my
time to writing for publieation, A little book,
entitled “7eaas, 1850, was the product of my pen,
in which T endeavored to show the great nced of
evangelieal laborers in Texas, nol only on ils own
account, bul on aceount of iks prospeetive mfluence
over Mexico. I do oot think I made a very strik-
ing cxhibition of authorship, but the desive of
benefiting those neglected countries by represent-
ing their real condition, and {heir pressing wants,
perhaps afforded an excuse for the attempt. I re-
mained two years Jonger, building up scliools in
different parts of the State, and ever and anon cast-
ing my cye towards the dark regions beyond, with
earnest longings for the time wlien T would be per-
mitted to curry the torch of Divine Truth to the
millions of snuls in Mexico who were buried be-
neath the rubbish of papal error ond superstition,
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CHAPTER V.

Entrance upon work for the Mexican people—Important in-
formation gained through Rev. Daniel Baker-—Decide to
g9 to Browngville—A Mexican population there—Sight of
a live Mexican—Heartfelt sympathy for the whole nadion

- —No place for boarding could be obtrined —llome of my
awn—Conld not go inlo Mexico with the Bible —The lnws
prohibiting Protestant Chiristianity —Opened a school for
Mexican children on the American side of the Rio
Grande—Encouraged in my cfforts in teaching the Bible
~—The parents making no ohjections, but desiring (he Bi-
ble thensclves—Dangers of living on the fronbier—Trust

in Providence—Exchanging n Bible for a “saint "—Dig-

tribntion of Bibles among Mexicuns on the American and
Moxican side of (he river.

IN the spring of 1852 I' believed the time had
fully come for me to commence my work for
the Mexican people. I had gained some very im-
portant information in regard to my probable sne-
cess, through Rev. Daniel Baker, D.D., a Presby-
terian minister, who, jn 1850, had ascended the
Rio Grande River as far as Roma, a distance of
two hundred miles, for invdstigating the condition
of the country for evangelical work. He repro-
sented the Mexicans as accessible, and many of
them manifesting the desire for ivstruction in the
Bible,

I left Jefferson, Eastern Texas, in May, and went
to New Orfeans to take passage on a vessel for
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Brazos Santiago, near the mouth of the Rio
Grande River. I purposed going to Brownasville,
a place situated about sixly miles up the river,
opposite Matamoras, Mexico. The steamship for
which T waited brought news of the invasion of
Brownsville, by Indians, of a very alarming char-

acter.  This condition of afluirs, prevailing at the -

ace of my destination, presented somewhat of an
obstacle in the way of the further prosecution of
my journey, as I had hoped that things had become
sufliciently seitled on the frontier to insure per-
sonal safety at least.  But could I tnrn back be-
cause of difficulties in the way? T thought of the
trials of ¢ Pilgrim,” who met lions in the way,
and also of the adviee given him “To keep in the
middle of the read, and the lions could not harm
him.”  “ Duly to God” was my watehword, and
on Ilis powerful avm I (rusted for protection, and I
resolved to go forward. Remaining in New Or-
leans over the Sabbath, I attended what was then
Rev. Dr. Seott’s church, where 1 heard a sermon
from a stranger (Dr, S. being absewt) which fully
established my faith in God’s Providential dealings
with his people.  Although that stranger, who was
a forcigner, judging by his dialect, may uever
know, in this world, the comforting message he
brought to me on that occasion, perhaps a f'utuFe
day will reveal that it was a word spoken in
season to one soul at least. ith renewed courage
T taok passage, and crossed the Gulf of Mexico,

¥
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landing at Brazos, and passing over an arm of the
sea, arrived at Point Isabel. There I took a stage
for Brownsville. _

A new sensation scized me when 1 saw, for the
first tite, a Mextean, a representalive of the nation
for which I liad entertained such profound interest.
1 did not feel, as many others have expressed; that
the sight of a Mexican was enough to disgust one
with the whole nation. A heartfelt sympathy was
revived, not by the prepossessing exterior, surely,
but because a priceless sonl was ineased in it for whiom
the Savior had died.  Aud a whole nation of souls,
shut out from the light of the gospel of salvation,
pressed with an inereased influcnce npon 1wy heart,
Although 1 was coming into a land of sew and
uniricd scenes, vet I felt God’s presence encom-
passing me, and I repeated the lines of Madame
Guyon,

“To me belongs nor time nor apace,
My country is in every place;

I can be ealm and free (rom care,
On any shore, since God i3 there.”

Just before arriving in Brownsville, the driver
of the stage asked me wheve I wished to be left.
[ replied, “Take me to the best hotcl in town.”
He auswered, “There is no lotel in Brownsville,”
This intelligence was somewhat uf a damper upon
my feelings and prospects, and T mused upon the
unpleasant condition of a stranger arriving in such
a place alter nine o’clock at might. After o little
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time the driver said, “I know a German woman
who sometimes takes lady boarders, aud I will take
you to her house””  Accordingly, I was set down

at this woman’s door, and I found my way inside,

and asked for a night’s lodging. The woman
kindly received me, and I passed the night very
comfortably.

At ten o’clock the next day I sallied out in
quest of more commodious quarters. I found an
American family, with which I was invited to re-
main a few days, but they could not give me per-
manent board. After several applications for a
boarding-place, I was finally compelled to provide
a home for mysclt, which I did, by renting two
rooms, one for a residence, and the other I intended
appropriating to scheol purposes. The dny before
opening my school, I went to my rooms, but not
under very auspicious circumstances. At dark, L
had no bed to sleep on, nor did I know how I was
to obtain my breakfast, to say nothing of a supper.
But before the hour of retiring came, a Mexican
woman brought me a cot, an American woman sent
me a pillow, and a German woman came aud said
she would cook my meals and Lring them to ne.
Did T uot fee) rich that night as I retired to my
homble cot? Indeed, 1 never closed my eyes in
sleep with more profound feclings of thankfulness
to God. T fully believed I was where my Divine
Muster had called me to go—upon the border of
that land where I had so long desired to be—and
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to whose people I trusted the Lord would make me
eminently unseful.

Next morning I opened my school with five
pupils, but more promised. The education of the
childeen seemed the most feasable means of bLene-
fitting the people at that time, and I opened a
schiool although upon thie Awerican side of the
Rio Grande. The Iaws of Mexico, at that time,
most positively forbade the introduction of Prot-
estant Christionity in any form, and had I gone
into Mexico proper for the purpose of teaching the
Bible, I should have been imprisoned,

That portion of Texas between the Rio Grande
and Nueces Rivers had been claimed by Mexico
previous to the late war, but the United States had
conquered, and, consequently, it was under our
governnient, Some thousands of Mexican people
preferred remaining in their old homes, which fact
gave me an opportunity of laboring among Mexi-
cans under the protection of our own government,
I was trnly happy in a short time in obtaining some
thirty or forty Mexican children, and giving them
daily instruction in the Bible, egainst which the
parents manifested no objection. I found sowme
who could read in the Spauish language, and a fow
who had acquired some knowledge of the English.
The parcuts were greaily desirous their ehildren
should Jearn the Engiish lunguage, and become
Arericanized, and hence my school reccived popu-
lav favor on that account. T'e be able to put the
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Bible into the bhands of three or four dozen Mexi-
can children, and give them instruetion in its
blessed teachings, I felt lo be an uhspeaicable priv-
ilege.  Although the work might look small to the
eye of human reason, yet faith bade me hope it
might prove a beginning, and 1 was satisfied to work
on, even in this small way, ‘Fhe parables of anr
Savior afforded me much encouragement, cspecially
those in which ITe compares the kingdom of Lheaven
to a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown, is
the least of all seeds, yet from it sprang a tree
sufficiently large for the fowls of heaven to lodge
in its branches; also “to leaven, which a woman
took (there was n good deal of significance in the
fact thal it was a woman) and uid in three measures
of meal, nuntil the whole was leavened.” _
My exposed siluation made me exccedingly timid,
especially by night, as Tndians were reported t.o be
upen the outskirts of the town, and liable any night
to brealk in and commit depredations. DBesides,
there were any number of lawless Mexicans prowl-
ing about for purposes of theft, ete. I was told
“ there were plenty who would tuke my life for the
dress I took off at night.” My dwelling was near
a house in which resided Caravajal, a Mexican
general, who had besieged Matamoras a few 1.nont|:s
before, and who was liable to an arrest any time by
the authorities of Matamoras, In order to repel
an atfack, he kept a body-guard stationed around
his house at night. Koowing 1 was alone, and un-~
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protected, he kindly informed me that his guard
would afford ample protection to my premises also;
but I did mot feel my safety angmented by having
Caravajal, with all his dangers, s0 near ‘me, even
though he bad provided himself the means of re-
pelling his enemies. In case of an attack, iy
domicil, with its slender walls, would as likely be
-penctrated by bullets as his. During the first month
of my residence in Brownsville, I suffered much
anxiely, aud kept almost a constant watch all
through the lonely hours of night. Ifinally, I came
to the conclusion that, should my house be dis-
turbed by any of those marauders, I shonld feel it
my duty to leave the field of Iabor, however in-
viting, in other respects, it might be. But after
watching some weeks, and no visible disturbance
occurring, I resolved to remain, continue my worl,
and trust in Providence. I was enabled to relin-
quish-all my fears, and slept quietly, with a feeling
of security as mnch as if I knew a sentinel was
placed at each corner of my dwelling. “The name
of the Lord is a strong tower ; the righteous run-
neth into it, and is safe.”” My school prospered,
and I was encouraged in finding the Mexican chil-
dren susceptible of moral and mental improvement.
Many of them I found addicted to the vices peeu-
liar to their race; but, by proper instruction, I soon
observed a very deeided change. I was told by an
American gentleman, who had had considerable
acquaintance with Mexican character, that stealing
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was inherent among tliose people, and could not he
eradicated. My cxperience cntirely disproved this
assertion, as after a few montbs, children, who would
take things which did not belong to them, became
convinced of the crror, and enlirvely abandoned the
practice. I endeavored to impress them that the
Bible was God’s Book, and what He taught us in
that we must obey. The iustraction given to the
children was conveyed by them to the parents, and
they, too, wished to sce the Book from whence the
instruction was derived. A mother of one of the
little girls of my school enme to my door one day,
hringiug her “ saiut,” as ske called it; she said she
had prayed to it all her life, and it had never done
ber any good, and asked me if I would take the
“saint” and give ber a Bible for it. I very readily
made the exchange. Indeed, I was well enongh
pleased {o give her fiwo Bibles, as she said she had
a {riend over in Matamoras who wanted the good
Book alsa*

I visited many of the homes of my pupils, and
wherever I could find any of the family who could
read, I left a Bible, or a portion of it. I was much
gratified in finding many of the adults who could
read in their own language. This fact greatly en-
larged my prospect of benefiting the Mexican peo-
ple, as they almost uniformly manifested a great
desire to sec what had been a proscribed Book to

# This weman and her daughter afterward became my most
efficient helpers in the distribution of the Bible in Mexico.

4
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them. T believed the Bible to be the main instru-
mentality of renovating that long-neglected race,

and L aimed to extend its cirenlation among all

whom I could by any means reach., DBut there were
the millions apon the other side of the Rio Grande,
who, by the most stringent laws of the government,
were shut up in impenetrable darkness. When I
cast my eyo over into that priest-bound couutry,
wy heart yearned for its emancipation from the
dreadful tyranny of papal laws. But upon my
distressing thoughts a light suddenly urose by ascer-
- taining that Bibles were being carried overinto that
dark land by the Mexicans on the American side
of the viver, Although I knew the transfer of
Bibles into Mexico to be a direct violation of the
laws of the country, yet T felt no conscientious

seruples in lending them my aid; for I felt God’s

Word to be above all human Iaw, and no earthly
power had the right of withholding it from any of
God’s accountable ereatures.

Dozens of Bibles were carried over the river, and
distributed among the people, who gladly reccived
them. I Dbecame convinced that good might be
done, even by this slight skirmishing upon the out-
skirtz of the enemy’s camp, The missils which
were being sent were of a character to do powerful
execution; and I doubted not but it would nlti-
mately be seen that, by thew, essential damage had
been reccived in this kingdom of darkness, where
Satan had so long reigned with undisputed sway.
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CHAPTER VI.

Reernits of the enemy from abroad—Looking te God for help
against the mighty—A Trench convent proposed—Re-
rolved Lo erect a Proteslant seminary by its side—Started
for New Orleans—Perils by sea—I'roposed seminary re-
garded chimerieal by (he wministers of New Orleans—
Could not abandon my purpose—Protestant Christians
must aid me in building a seniinary—Soliciting funds—
Encounters with two business men—AaAld from the Preshy-
terian Doard of Iducation,

N the midst of the most sunguine expeetations

of permanent good upon this froutier, I was
surprised, one day, by heaving that several priests
and nuns had come from IPrance to establish their
head-quarters at Brownsville.  They had brought
means for erccting a convent, for the evident pur-
pase of educating the youth of the Rio Grande
Valley.  Suddenly and unexpectedly, all my pros-
pects of usefulness there scemed completely frus-
trated ; for what could I do, with such an array of
influences against DProtestantism and the Bible?
But, could T abandon the field, and leave it in the
hands of foreign priests and nuns?  lodeed, I
could not geb my own eonsent lo run before popery,
while T held in my hand such a powerful spiritual
weapon as the Word of God, and I was enabled to
carry the matter to the throne of grace, and wait
for Divine direction. I spent whole nights in
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prayer to God. During one of those scasons in
which T was earnestly sceking for guidance, a light
suddenly dawned on my mind, from these words in
the book of Revelation: ¢ These shall make war
with the Lamb, and the Tamb shall overcome
them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings:
and they that are with Him are called, and chosen,
and faithful,”  The impression that these words
made upon my heart, immediately settled the ques-
tion of my remaining. Although single-handed
and alone, yel, with the assurance derived from
these words of Scripture, I felt stronger than my
enemies; and I resolved to stay and maintain my
post. In order to make a successful stand, I must
have a bunilding which would bear some compari-
son with the party with which I had to compete.
My accommodations hitherto had been exceedingly
finited ; and, as I could obtain no aid from the in-
habitants of that region, I rcsolved to go to the
United States and secure the means for building a
Protestant seminary at Brownsville. If Xrance
could afford to send four millions of dollars to the
United States for eduecational purposes, {as she did
that year) I felt that the Protestant Christians of
the United States could afford a few huudred for
the Rio Grande; so, I closed my school, and set my
face towavd my native Jand, feeling quite assured of
prompt and cfficient aid. The scene of my depart-
ure was calenlated to deepen my interest for these
people.  As I was about starting on the stage for
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Brazos, I was surrounded by the Mexican girls and
their mothers, each uttering the carnest request,
“come back,” “come back wvery socn,” and they
stood and watched me with tearful eyes, until I
passed out of their sight, When I arrived at
Brazos, I could find no conveyance to New Orleans
but a schooner, and that very small and inconven-
ieut. Ik being the time of the year for vialent
“Northers,” we had a most tempestuous and
dangerous passage.  We were twelve days out, and
for some four or five, we lay to in the middle of
the Gulf, surging amid the angry waves. Great
fears were entertained that our puny bark would
go 1o the bottom of the sea; and for several nights
I did nol get into my berth, as the violent rocking
of the vessel made it impossible to obtain a mo-
ment’s rest. Often did my natnral timidity get
the ascendency, and I would say to myself, “1If 1
ever set my foot ou land again, I will never more
attempt ta cross the Gulf of Mexico.” But I was
tried in this fearful manner, yntil T was brought to
exclaim, “As long as my Heavenly Tather wills,
will I trust my life at his bidding, and, shoohd He
sce fit to take me hence in this manner, I would
say, ‘Even so, come Lord Jesus’” We finally
arrived in New Orleans, and Jearned that our ves-
sel had been published in the Daily Picayune,
«Supposed to be lost ab sea.”  With gratitude .for
God’s preserving care, I hastened with my darling
object to see my Protestant friends, who, T felt
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quite assured would realize its importance and
feasibility as I did. But my first presentation met
with a decided disapproval. The idea of establish-
ing a Lrotestant insiitution npon that papal frontier
was regarded as chimerieal and absurd in the ex-
treme.  The eounselors to whom I resorted were
some of the wisest and most reliable clergymen of
the South, and, how could I lightly regard the
judgment and advice of. these Christian men? Yet,
how was I to dispose of the impression that God
had put the work info my hands, and reguired me
to prosccule it.” In inelining to follow the advice
of my friends, the denuncialions passed npon some
in olden time would meet me, “ Woe unto the re-
bellious children, saith the Lord, who tulke counsel,
but not of Me’ I could no more throw off my
duty to God in this matter, than I could throw off
my existence; and T resolved to go forward, and if
necds be, take the kingdom of heaven by violenee,
in obedience to my rightful Lord and Master, A
Protestant seminary must be reared in the Rio
Grande Valley, under the auspices of Protestant
Christinus of the Unifed States.

I remained in New Ovleans a month; and, by
persevering in the presentation-of my cause, in all ils
various hearings and necessities, my most strenuvons
opposers became my warmest friends. Lhe important
query was raised, whether T had sufficient fortitude
to withstand the difficulties which I must necessar-
ily encounter in obtaining funds, as well as in
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sustaining a Protestant institution in ihe midst of
so many opposing influences. I called, one day,
upon a Clhristian gentleman, who most kindly ad-
monished me that the undertaking was entirely
incompatible with the character of a lady, and ad-
vised me not to expose myself in collecting funds
in the mauner 1 was pursuing. He said, “ You
will receive vebuffs and insults which will Lill all
the finer iustincts of the soul.” I felt there was
much truth in what he said; and, thanking him for
his candid expressions, I left his house with the
feeling that I never would enter a business house

- again with my object. But another house was but a

few steps, which I had been informed was the office
of & good man, and an impulse scized me, to go in,
and see what be had to say to me:  Accordingly, I
stepped in, and saw several geutlemen sitting at
their desks, but T did not know the one to whom I

. wished to speak. I lastily cast my eye around,

avd selected the one who, T theught, possessed the
most benevolent countenance, and approached him,
He very politely requested me to be seated. I in-
troduced myself by presenting my eredentials, which
T had- reeeived from the ministers of New Orleans,
and commenced making apologies that a woman
should be engaged in such an unlady-like enter-
prize,

“By no means,” said he, “ig it contrary to the
most refined delicacy of the female sex to be en-
gaged in works of philanthropy for the elevation
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of fallen humanity. It is woman’s proper calling.
The Savior forever sanctified the scrvices of women
by the commeudation he gave to them. Do not
hesitate to go forward in any work of benevolence
to which your Master may call you.” Were not
tiie timely words of this man like heavenly balm to
my lacerated heart? It scemed Jesus spoke, wad
said to me, “TFeur not, it is your IFathar’s good
pleasure, to give vou the kingdom ;” and 1 went
forward, determined never to falter again. Al-
though I did not get much money in New Orleans,
yot, 1 obtained letters of recommendation from
severzl of the most inflnential men in the city.
Leaving New Orleans, I weut to Louisville, Ky.,
and was kindly received ; but, as thé churches were
engaged in making their ammual contributions to
other objects, I received no present aid, but was
promised that at some future time they would assist
me in my enterprise. I then went on to Phila-
delphia, aveiving the 4th day of March, 1853, at 2
o’clock in the morping. At 9 oclock of the same
morning I was wending my way to the rooms of
‘the Presbyterian Board of Toducation, with a Jelter
of introduction from Rev. Drv. Hill, of Louisville,
to the secretaries, Drs. Chester and Van Rensselaer.
With these reverend gentlemen I had to pass an-
other severe and trying ordeal.  All the diffienltics
of the enterprise weve again brought forwavd, and
paraded with considerable cmbellishment. 1 wmet
‘thermn with arguments, which I thought cught to
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have weight, but they seemed to wake but little
impression upon either of the gentlemen, particu-
latly upon Dr. Chester.  ITe secmed determined
that my enterprise should prove a failure. A fter
talking some time, without making any apparent
impression favorable to the cause, I arose and said,
“Gentlemen, I leave the responsibilities of the
proper education of the youth of that poriion of
country upon your hands, I have done what I
can, and henceforth my skirts are clear of the
criminal negligence of leaving the beloved youth
of the Rio Guande Valley to the baleful influence
of foreign popery.”  Dr. Chester jmmediately
arose $o his feet, and with much emphasis, said, “I
am not goibg teo take the Rin Grande upon my
shounlders, you are the one to bear that burden.
We have fully tested your proper understanding
of the diflienlt enterprise, and younr ability ia
carrying ik forward.  We are now ready to inquire
of your wants”” T replied, “I must have money.”
“How much,” said he, “do you want of ug2” 1
felt quite subdued and modestly replied, “two or
three hundred dollars.” H¢ replied, “ You must
not leave Philadelphia with less than flve hundred.
If the Board of Iducation do not see proper to
give you two hundred, Dr. Van Rensselaer and I
will pay it out of our own pockets, and the renmin-
ing three hundred I will put you in the way of
obtaining from the Presbyterian churches of the

*

cil:},f.”
8
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I remaived a month and obtaived the amount
promised, and then went on to Boston, and ob-
tained from the churches of that city another five
hundred. "I became fully confident that a I'rotes-
fant seminary would surely rear its head by the
side of the TPreneh convent which was already ris-
ing upon the distant Rio Grande, Oh! how my
heart exulted in the prospect of the Bible having
its place and exerting its due influence upon the
Liearts and minds of the rising geucration of that
land !
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CHAPTER VIL

Laborious work to obtain moncy for the Mexicana—Sowme
proposed bullets instead of Bibles—Variely of treatment
~—Jlelped by o Catholie—Treated rudely by a lady—Not
disconraged —-1ind many friends_to tlie scause—Muny
Iberal donmtions—Iinally abtain enflicient funds for my
seminary building.

MMIE fatigue attending my arduous duties, com-

pelled me to suspend my labors for a portion of
the summer months.  Larly in the autamn, I started
from Pitisburg, Pa., by steamer, intending to take
the entive course of the Olioaud Mississippi rivers,
stopping at all towns and cities where 1 had any
prospect of obtaining money. The prejudices ex-
isting against the Mexicins, engeundered during the
late war, often proved great barriers to my auceess.
The sentiment was expressed by many, that “ the
Mexicans were a people just fit to be externtinated
from the earth.,” Lven ministers of the gospel
said to me, “ We had better send bullets and gun-
powder to Mexico than Bibles”  Of such T gener-
ally asked the question, ‘ What class of persons did
our Saviov come from heaven to save, the right-
cous or the wicked?” Just such a class of sinuers
as the Mexicans, Sometimes I would receive do-
nations in this way, ¢ We do not cave for the Mex-
icans, bul, seeing you so devoted to their cause, we
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will give something for your sake)” One man,
after applying all the coutemplible epithets to the
Mexicans hie could think of, said, * Out of pity to
you, whose appearance and spirit 1 like, in having
sitch a bad cause in hand, T will give you ten dol-
lars for your own personal use.,” 1 declined receiv-
ing it for myself, saying, * Meney cau not campen-
sate me for what I am doing, but, if you will give
it me to appropriate as L wish, I will do it upon
my own responsibility.” Ife consented, but I could
not gct iim down as a “cheerful giver.,” At some
places where Istopped, if T could abtain ten dollars
a day, T would remain ten days, until I would get
one huundred, Al sowe cities, such as Cincinnati
and Lonisville, I reccived very liberal aid,  Pur-
suing my arduous way, *throngh rude and storiny
seenes,” I arrived in Natclicz, Miss,, in Mareh,
1854, IIeve 1 found a wealthy and benevolent
people, and I made rapid strides toward the com-
pletion of my enterprise.  The wealthy class of
people lived mostly in the country, on plantations,
and my canvassing was generally some distance
from the eity. Oceasionally, friends would give
me a ride, but usually I walked, and frequently T
travcled some ecight or ten miles a day; but my

Jabor was so generously rewarded, I forgot the fa-

tigue of the way. One day, I went to sec a lady
who was rccommended as being very benevolent.
Upon inquiry, T was told the lady was absent, but
that Lier husband wag at home, and T could see him
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if T wished. I was ushered into his room, and, after
respectful salutation, said, “ I came Lo see your wife,”

He very 11[01&11}[1_} 1'{!]}11cd that perhaps he would
do as welly and, i 1 pleased, 1 might deliver my
message fo hm. - Thus encouraged, I gave a very
elaborate delineation of the great need of evangel
ieal laborers in that papal land, and especially as
it wis becoming overrun by forcign Roman Catliol-
icism. 1 was unosuadly eloquent upen the subject,
as wy listener manifested such n deep intercst.

When I coucluded, he arose, went to his desk,
took out tweniy dollars, and lhanded wme, saying,
“T presume you do not know that I am a Roman
Catholie.” ,

Theve were o few “ feathers dropped out of my
eap,” at that momant, and the most profound mor-
tification took possession of me. But his smiling
face re~assured me, and I very meekly said 1 did not
know he was a Catholie.

He replied, “1 am so by name only. My
parents and all my ancestors were Roman Catho-
lics, but I have no preferences for that religion.
My wile is an Episcopalian, and I attend her
church,  Ile continuced, “ I am convineed you will
do good to those 1}00]110, and I have very cheerfully
contributed my aid.”’

We parted the best of {riends, and I to]d him
that in future T would take a better lookout, lest
I might find move dangerons soundings than I had
found with him.
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My pleasant expericnce in Natches will perhaps
warrant the recital of one litile episode, showing
sonie of the more trying vicissltudes to which so-
licitors of moncy mny be subjected.

[ was, while in Natchez, direeted to call wpon a
very wealthy lady, 8he was a member of the
Presbyterian Chureh, and although somewhat pe-
culiar, it was thonght that the proper presentation
of my ecause might elicit o Jiberal donation. 1
called, and was taken futo her presence by the sery-
ant, L jatroduced myself in my usual way, and
presented the object of my visit with Dbecoming
propricty ; but it seemed she was in a most un-
gracious mood, for she replied with great vehe-
menee, “ L have nothing to give you, besides I
know nothing about you. You may be an impos-
tor, us there wre many going about under Jike pre-

. tences.”

I was stung to the quick by her unjust allusion,
and hastened to produce wy papers, some of which
were recommendations from members of her own
chureh. I said, “T do not care for your money,
but I do wisl to convinee you that T am not an
impostor.”’  But she paid no heed to what I said,
and with most angry demonstrations ordered hoer
servaut (o open the door, and bade we go out, [
wadked out, of course, but with the devpest humil .
intion I cver experienced in my life.
| With flushed face, and falling tears, I went on
my way until I came to another statciy‘ mansion to
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which I was also directed. I hesitated entering,
as from my recent experience I would gladly bave
avoided exposing myself again fo heartless and
bitter eruclty.  DBut, I reflected, benevolence and
humauity are ot perished from the earth bhecause
of the concduet of this woman; her spirit is ithe
exception, not the rule. I eutered, although with
a trembling heart; but upen my first introduction
T saw I had a different persen with whom to deal,
from the one L had just encountered,  The Jady
of the house received me with the vimost kind-
ness, made me a liberal donation, and when I
Jeft accompunied me to her gale, and pointed to the
louse I hud just left, saying, “There lives my sis-
ter, po there. L know she will give you something
for your cause.” T did not tell her I had already
been there. T would not wound her feelings by
the recital of her sister’s conduet toward me.
Some two or three years after, I was traveling
on business connected with my work, and stopped
in one of the Northern cities, where-I was informed
of a shocking railroad accident which had just oc-
curred near by. A lady who had visited the
scene of the disaster, told me of one of the suf-
ferers, a lady from Natchez, Miss, By the descrip-
tion, I was confident it was the person from whom
I bad received such ungracious treatment. The
poor wotnan, with broken limbs and lacerated flesh,
was bewailing lier great affliction, and the painful
deprivation of the comforts of her palatial home in
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Mississippi. A little shanty, from which she
eonld not be removed, was a}l she could have for
her accommodation. My lieart was moved at the
recital of her distresses, and could I possibly have
gone to lier, wonld most gladly have tricd {o min-
ister fo her comfort. I could only put up the
prayer that God would comfort her, and forgive her
for so misjudging we. But I soon passed on, and
never heard of her more.
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CHAPTER VIIL

Relurn to Brownsville—Fourteen months away—"The convent
buiit—Contragted with a respounsible man for the erection
of my butlding—Xented rooms, and opened my scliool
again—S8chool soon full—Commienced Bible wnd Tract
distribution—Unbelief of Irotestants—Great irials on
that account-—In 1854 enter my new seminary—Dedica-
tiun—Much encouragement by new openings of uselulness.

BUT I have wandered from my narrative, and 1
will return to my journey toward the land of
my adoption,  From Nutchez I went to New Or-
Teans, and tovk passage on o vessel for Brazos, I
had been absent from Brownsville fourteen months,
and I began to feel quite solicitous to know how
matters stood in my destined field of labor.

When I arrived in Brownsville, I found the
convent completed—a spacions three story build-
ing, sitnated in the most conspicuous part of the
town, and in it were gathered most of the girls of
the Rio Grande. Nothing daunted, I contracted
with a respousible man for the erection of my Sem-
inary building; rented my former rooms, and
opened my school again. The attendance was
small at first, but belore the close of the sccond
month all my former pupile had returned, and sev-
eral new ones came, also. I possessed one impor-
tant advantage, namely,the Mexicans desired their
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children to learn the Eaglish, and as that language
wag but imperfectly taught in the convent, many
left and came to we oun that account. My school
prospered beyond my most sangiiine expectations,
[ renewed my Bible and Tract distribution, and
found an inereasing interest {or the Ward of Lile,
both on the Texan aud Mexican side of the Rio
Grande,

ITere let me state one painful trial I had te en-
counter.  The bitterest thing with which L had to
gontend was the incredulity which prevailed among
the American population as to any good being done
to the Mexiean people.  Some professed Protestant
Christinns were among the number; and, indeed, I
regret Lo say, my greafest opposcrs were aniong
those who believed they liad been recipients of the
blessings of the Gospel of Clrist.

“What can we do for suel a hopeless vace 9% was

the usual suggestion when I attempled to urge the
importance of evangelical labor in behalf of the
Mexicans, My reply uniformly wasg, ““ Give them
the Gospel, which ia the antidote for all niaral
evils. T'he extreme degradation in which we find
them is for.the want of the ameliorating influence
of Bible Christianity.” Sowme went so far as to
say, “The Mexicans have a religion good enough
for them, and we had better lef them alone” My
zeal and efforts were regarded as a sort of insanity,
and I morve drcaded meeting a Protestant Christian
in iny rounds of Bible distribution than I did a
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Romish priest, From the latter I expected perse-
cution, but from the former I had reason to look
for sympathy for Christ’s sake. Sowmetimes I al-
most staggered under the misconstructions put up-
on missionary labors for the poor despised Mexi-
cang. \

Que Sabbuath afternoon I was sitting in my room,
musing npon the probabilitics of any suceessful re-
sults of my efforts, and eame quite near fulling in-
to the inercdulous views of my Protestant friends.
My reflections were, “ Why should I presume to be
so miuch wiser than those who have had nyueh more
acquaintance with Mexican character than I have
had?  Sarely, T ihonght, T am quite too independ-
ent in my views, und L will suspend my wild oper-
ations.”  Arriving at this slage of my soliloquics,
over amd above eame o voice, although not heard
by mortal ears, yet equally as impressive: “ Go ye
into all the world and preach the gospel to every
ereature.””  “ Luery creature 2 said I: * does not
this command embrace the Mexicans?  Surely it
does; and it is Christ who gives this command,
and T will obey Ilim although I offend all else.”
I arose immediately, determined to do my duty;
and sithongh all the Mexicans should come up on
the left hand in the great day, as my Protestant
friends secemed to have doomed them to do, it shall
be said of me, “She has done what she could” for
theiv salvation, I took some books and went out
again adm_iuistering the Word of Life, and yvas ey-
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ery-where thaukfully received. *Muchas gracias”

(many thanks) were uniformly expressed as I passed
into their hands some portion of the Seriptuies, I
felt T was sowing sced which God had commanded
to be sown “Dbeside all waters” and 1 was deter-
mined o persevere, believing that “ Ilis word would
not return void, but would accomplish that which
He pleased, and prosper in the thing whereunto
e sent it _
I found opportunities of sending hundreds of
~Bibles and hundreds of thousands of pages of the
Tract Society’s publications, in Spanish, into Mex-
ico; and although the living teacher could not ac-
comipany them, yet T had faith o believe that the
sume Spirit which indited the Word could enlighien
the spiritnal sense of these people into the knowl-
edge of those truths whereby their souls might
be delivered from the bondage of sin and Satan,
althongh shut up in he prison-house of papal
power,

In the autumn of 1854 [ entered my new seminary.
This was an auspicious event. The days of Jabor
and scenes of anxious solicitude were all forgotten
on the morning T assembled my pupils for the first
time in this Protestant institution. I explained Lo
them that the building had been given by Christian
friends abroad for thiv benefit, and endeavored lo
impress them with the vast importance of improv-
ing the privileges it would afford them io the best
advantage possible, With my Mexican girls, T con-
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secrated this new cdifice to God by reading a por-
tion of Seripture and by prayer, The American
Bible and Truct Societies of New York eontinned
to supply my demands for books; although I often
wondered at their liberality, considering the very
mnpopular work I hiad in hand. T used often to
think, in reference to the indifference which pre-
vailed so extensively towards Mexico and her peo-
ple, that the Tord had chosen me for the work be-
cause I was so very insignificant, and it mailered
Little 1f I did spend my poor life and services among
the Mexicans.  Bometimes L would take a view of
the stupendous character of the undertaking —the
beginning of a work upon a nation comprising cight
millions of immortal souls! T would wonder why
the Lord did not seleet a more cflicient agent—some
minister of the Gospel whose capacity was adequate
to the great demand,  Then would come up before
me the deelavation of the Apostle: “Ilag uot God
ehosen the weak things of this warld to confouund
the things which are mighty, that no flesh should
glory in his presence?”” T had to acknowledge that
it was God’s own cconomy to select just such a weak
instrument as myself.  His Word, which was my
principal instrumentality, was just as powerful in
my weak hands as in those of a learncd doctor of
divinity, When discouragements arose from nod
seeing the immediate results of my labors, a voice
would seem to say to me, “What is that to thee?
follow thou me.” I was made willing to labor all
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my life, upon the simple command and promise of
God, even though 1 might never witness any visi-
ble results, in the belicf that a harvest would be
guthered, although it might not be until T lay in
ny grave.
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CHAPTTR IX.

Need of help-The appeal made—The ecase staled—ILetler
published by the American and JForeign Christian Union
—An effort made to find a suitable colportenc—None
eould be found—iecome a colporteur myself~The A, &
. C U furnishing an assistnt in my school—Inecidents
of Bible work—Murder of a German Protestant.

N 1855 I felt the need of assistanee, and I ven-
tured to write a lelier to Rev, Dr. Kirk, of Bos-
ton, Mass,, asking for a colporteur for the Mexican
frontier, The letter, quite unexpeetedly to me, was
published in the magaziue of the American and For-
eign Cliristian Unton for August, 1855, T will copy
the letter, and also the vemarks of the editor. It
was headed—

“A VOICE TROM THIE RIO GRANDE.

“The following letter from Miss Raukin, one of
the worthy daughters of New England, who, by
much sacrifice and indomitable persevernnce, has
succeeded in cstablishing a seminary for Mexican
young ladies, in Brownsville, on the Texas side of
the Rio Grande, which separales the United States
from Mexico, will be read with much interest.

“ Tt wasg addressed to one of the Board of Divect-
ors (a personal friend) with the view to obtain o Iay
wissionary for that important, yet neglected field
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which she has so generously and praiseworthily
entered, and which, under the Divine blessing, she
is cultivating, with the prospect of the most encour-
aging vesults. It was not designed for publieation.
We trust, however, that the writer will pardon us
for submitting it to our readors, whose sympithies
and prayvers and charities we desire to elicit in be-
half of the people with whom she has chosen to
take hev abode.

“ Tt is proper to add that the Doard are now en-
gaged in efforfs to procure a suitable laborer to send
into that field,  Bat one laborer there is not enongh,
In that great valley and along the Mexican border
there should be many missionaries employed, and to
those to whom God has intrusted the means for their
support they must appeal {or the funds necessary to
sustain them, We have done but little-—alas! mueh
too little—for that interesting portion of our own
nation, and we hope that the facts contained in the
subjoined letter will lead to liberal contribulions for
its benefit. , But to the letter: '

** BROWNSVILLE, Aprl, 1855.

Y Rrv. Dr. K1RK :

“ Dear Sir—Conviuced that ynu have a sympathy
with whatever appertaing to the interest of Christ’s
kingdown, T take the liberty of calling your atten-
tion to thig remote land, where, and on the berder
of which, are thousands of immmortal souls under the
influence of Popery, in its most enslaving aml
debasing forms,  You ave fully acquainted with
Romanism, and, therefore, T need not describe to

¥ I C AT, Ty
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you the character of this soul-destroying ageney of
the arch-enemy 8atan. I presume also, that I need
not describe the painful emotions awakened in the
heart by daily witnessing the sad influence of that
systenty so wisely ealeulated to lead immortal souls
to endless ruin.

“We have in Brownsville some three or four
thousand Mexicans, who have escaped the dreaded
influcnce of a corvupt pricsthood of their own
country, in whose moral condition and wants my
sympathies are deeply culisted, and in whose be-
halt” I now write. “Uhe enterprise in which I was
engaged when lust fu your city I have, with the
blessing of God, carvied out sucecssfully. A Pro-
testant seminary is reaved in front of papal Mexico,
and within its, walls are gathered Mexican givls,
whose improvement cnconrages me to hope that
their cousciences may become enlightened, and that
they will enibrace the Gospel, which can save their
souls, I trust it wmay witimately be seen that this
institution is one of the {ustramentalities by which
God intends to disenthrall benighted Mexzico from
the dominion of popery.

“T'he abject to which I wish more particalarly ’
to draw your attention is the impartance of having a
colportear here to ¢irculate Biblles and othet relig-
tous publications among the Mexicans generally,
To convince you of the importance of this, I will
mention some facts in my own experience. Al-
though I felt my calling to be the instruction of
childrven and youth, yet in my efforts to benefit them
my spirit could have no rest without making en
attempt to do somothing to enlighten the adults, 1
had but little faith in regard to my success, as the
Mexicans appeared so completely enveloped in the
darkness of superstition, and had six Jesuit priests

6
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to guard their ignorance. Bub I resolved upen
making the at'rempt and accordingly scnt to the
American Bible and Tract Secieties, and procured
books in the Spanish language, and commenced the
distribution in the face of the priests, whom I met
at almost every corner.  In almost every instance
the hooks were thankfully received, and in many
enscs 1 ascertained that they were fnthiully read.
Aboul two wmonths ago L received another box of
Bibles and Tracts from New York, I called ina
Mexican man to open the box, and expliined to
Jiim the ebject of their being sent bere, gave him a
Bible, and told him he ml;)ht spegk 1o his country-
men about them. Tie returned next day and said
a Mexican |.\(]y had DLeen reading his Bible, thas
she believed it to be the truth, and desived him {o
procure one for her; and dlbo several others had
made the same request,

“ Since that date there has been a constant eall for
Bibles and Testaments. Scareely a day has passed
in whiclh there have not been Mexieans at my door

earnestly soliciting a copy of the Scriptures.  Since
1 have been writing this letter, I have put eight
copivs into the hands of these Lenighted pch]:l(,.
May we not lmpe God’s blessing will go along
with them, and that the enlightening influence of
the Divine Spirit will lead their deluded reanders to
embrace the salvation they reveal? I can bat
think that the Spirit of God is moving the hearts of
these people, and inducing them thus eagerly fo
soek the trath which is able to save their souls. It
is 2 source of unspeakable satistiction to me 1o wit-
ness this eagerness for the word of God. No oue
can estimate the joyful emotions that it oveasions
but those who have felt sinsilar painful solicitude
for immortal souls. While I hate Popery to detes-
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tation, I love the sonls it enslaves, and will endure
any sacrifice or privation to rescue its wretched
subjects from its deslructive power, I this work,
I believe the Bible to be the most eflicient agent,
Romanism can not exist in the light of God’s word,
and where it Is disseminated, that terrible form of
evil must soon disappear,

“ Tixecuse this digression from the main facts of
the object which 1 designed to present. Do yon
not think, sir, thal the case, as above stated, would
justily the seading of a colportenr here? It appears
to me that this fickl presents as urgent niotives as
any other in the world. T fully believe Gnd will
not open the door of Mexico to Profestant labovers
until we do what we can for those withiu our present
sphere of influence.  Iven if no ane shall come to
my assistance, 1 shall totl on in fuith and hope, be-
lieving that lhough the ¢ kingdom of God,’ in this
instance, is but us “a grain of mustard b(-cd P yet it
may eveotuully “ grow to be a tree,” whose slneadm
branches shall prove a blessing to thiis long-ne, gleetoﬁ
people.  And ian this belief, L humbly aske the in-
fluence and prayers of God’s people.”

As stated by the Secretary of the American and
Forcign Chinistian Union, an effort was made to
procure a suitable man for the field ; but after some
tinie of seeking a right kind of a person, I was in-
formed that a Christian man, who understood the
Spanish, could not be found, and that they were un-
able to do any thing more. Rather than see such
an important worl languish for the want of some
one to do it, T proposed to the Board of the
Awmerican and Foreign Christian Union, that if
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they wonld furnish me the means for employing an
assistant teacher in my school, so I could be, in
part, relieved from school duties, I would become
their colportenr and Bible reader. The proposal
was accepted, and Januvary of 1856 I came under
the auspices of thut society. Re-enforced by a com-
petent teacher, I was greatly strengthencd, and the
sehool and Bible distribution received a new impulse.
I visited all the housecs of the Mexicans in Browns-
ville and vieinity, and supplicd every funily of
which any member could read, with a Bilile. Only
occasionally would I find one who rejected it. It
wag-said by my Awmericenn friends @ “'U'he Mexicans
trlie your Bibles to turn over to the priests to be
burned.” T would follow up my investigations
until T was satisfied that such was not true. Ludeed,
I never ascertaiued that a single Bible was destroy-
ed. But I did ascertain that the Mexicans con-
conled them in the iost caveful manner, laking
them out and reading them by night, as they said,
“when the priests were nob about.” 1 went one
day to the house where one of my pupils resided,
to imquire after her absence, and also to make in-
quiry after a Bible [ had furnished her. A report
had crept into school that she had exchanged it with
the nuns for a * saint,” and that they (the nuns)
had burbed it, The mother of the girl met me at
the door, and with streaming cyes told me that her
daughter had died with yellow fever but a short
time before. T asked her, if she had lier Bible?
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She veplied, “ No, I put her Bible in her coffin, as
she loved it so much, and it was buried with her.”
I found another similar case, wherea father:had put
the Bible by the side of his son in his coffin, Al-
though I could net fully eoincide with this use of
God’s Word, yet there was something pathetie and
suggestive in the act of these bereaved Mexican
parents,

Orders wauld be brought me from Monterey and
fram places in the interior of Mexico, for dozens
of Bibles, with the money to pay for them, I feared
sometimes the pricsts were behind the scenes, but
upon inquiring, Why do you want the Bible? the
answer uniformly was, “ We have read the Bible,
and find it to be a good book, and we want to get
numbers to distribute among the people gratuit-
onsly, to Jeb them see that the priests have deceived
them, in telling them that the Bible is not a fit
book for them to read.” Throngh a Protestant.
German, also, great quantities of evangelical read-
ing were carried far into the interior. This man
was a traveling portrait painter, and the nature of
his business gave him access th Mexican familics,
who gladly received the word of God, and paid him
for it. As this was before the prohibition was re-
moved, he often encountered violent opposition ;
yet he felt so decply the spiritual deprivations of
Mexico, that ke was willing sometinmeg to run great
risks, not only of losing his personal effects, but
also hia life. At one time, his hat was taken from
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bim, and le was obliged to travel some len miles
or more without any covering for his head; which,
under the scorching rays of a Mexican sun, was no
small deprivation.  He finally last his life iu BMex-
ico; whether he was killed on account of the dis-
semination of the Bible, or tor purposes of robbery,
we never ascertained. It was knewn that he
stopped for the night at a town named Comer, half
way between Monlerey and Matamoras, but nothing
more was ever heard of Lim by bis friends. He
was emiuently a man of God, and, we felt assured,
that like the martyr Stephen, he had “fullen asleep
in Jesus,) although a violent death was permitied
to be his.
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CHAPTER X.

Troubled waters—A storm of perrecution—TFalse impressions
made by enemies—Schiool nearly breken up—Jndgments of
God pronounced—Submitting the case to God, and wait-
ing far a wanifestatiogu—Sudden reoval of the instigntor
of the perscentivn—A gregt enlin ensued—Work resumed
and school full again,

UT did T sail ou smootlt waters during these

years of labor amoung the Romanists of Browns-
ville? By no meuns, The spivit of popery was
fully alive, and in violent aclivity to counteract my
influence.  The prosperity of iny school was a sub-
ject aof greal annoyance. That Catholies should
elionse to send {heir ehildren to o school which
they, the priests, had denounced from the pulpit as
“the by-way to hell” was not to be iolerated,
The magazine, conlaining the Jetter in which I suid,
“T hated Rowanism,” was procured and laken to
the convent to be read and discussed before the
pupils.  All the matter contained in it against
popery, and, of course, it was not at all compli-
mentary, wus rehicarsed as mine; and the impression
was made that I was the author of the book, and
had gone north the year before to write it. The
priests went to the pavenls of my pupils, and said
to them, *¢ Miss Rankin says she hates Catholies,
why do you permit your children to he taught by
her?” Some of the parents, I knevw, replied, “ We
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can not believe Miss Rankin hates our children; -

she treats them kindly, giving them clothing and
books, and conies to see thew when they are sick.”
Sach a combiped eflfort scemed to be made against
me, that T greatly feared my scwivary building
might be destroyed, and several of my friends ex-
pressed similar anxiety, I one of my letiers to

the sceretary of the A, & ¥. C U, I made allusion .

to this fear, and he, very injudiciously published it,
apder the heading, “An attempt made by the Ro-
manists to destroy the Protestant seminary buihding
at Brownsville.”  Witl: this aming embellishment
the most profound sensation wag produced among
the priests, who were conversank with the magnzine
containing the letter, and the statement was heralded
through town that Miss Rankin had been guilty
of the grossest falsehoods.” The whele place was
carvicd by the impulse. 1dven the Protestants who
had said to me, * we fear for your huilding,” dare
not speak in my defense. The Brownsville paper,
whose cditor, temporarily, was a Roman Catholic,
toolt up the matter, with all ils power and influence,
The priests weint from house to Louse, among my
patrons, and, under the influence of the wild exciic-
ment, some of my best Mexican friends took their
children from my schaol,  Indeed, I lost more than
half my popils.© The very atmosphere seemesd filled
with eurses and imprecations against me, yet L felt
shubt up in “God’s pavilion.” It is the “fiery
furnace,” and the “liow’s den,” that teach the chil-
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dren of God where their protection and strength
lie.  Although human nature may shrink from the
encounter of the ¢ weath of man,” yet it is declared
that the * wrath of man? shall be overruled to the
glory of God. T east myself upon the arm of
Omnipotence, and abode in peace under the shadow
of the Alwighty. I heurd, one day, that a Catholio
woman, an American, by the way, suid with much
emphasis, “ The judgwent of God must come upon
Miss Rankin.” I immedialely replied, “I will
also submit the matter to the judgment of God.
Lf T am verily guilly of wrong, as you represent,
let divine judgment fall upon my head, but if your
pacty are guilty, let the deserved judgment be
passed upon it.” [ felt assured some manifest
token would be given, and waited on God in huin-
ble expectation ; although the manifestation might
be “by terrible things in righteousness.,” ‘The
“ Tather Superior,” who had been the leading spirit

“in this persecution, was obliged to leave on business

connected with a churcly building they were erecting
in Brownsville. After getting every thing arranged
against me according to his wishes, he took passage
on the steamer Nautilus for New Orleans. The
Gulf of Mexico is subject to violent tornadees at
the season of the year in which he took passage,
and when (he steamer arrived within fifty miles of
the South West Pass, a sudden gale struck her, and
she went down with all on board, excepting one
man, who saved himself on a door which floated off
"y .
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with hira. In about ten days news came to Browns-
ville of the dreadful disaster, and great distress was
felt for the Joss of many valuable lives. Among
the number was the Father Superior, and of course,
his sudden death was a severe blow to his friends.
The lady who had pronounced God’s judgment upon
me was Lhe first one, after the arvival of the news,
to catch her prayer book aund go to the c‘:.un:ch to
pray for the father’s soul. A.ll. .t-hc ‘-'arlctnes of
“ masses”” were brought in requisition for tht'} same
purpose, but whether they obtained peace 101: the
Tather Superior’s soul, T have never ascertained.
But peace for my soul was securcd, not bccaus'c a
fellow mortal had been suddenly called from time
into eternity in this fearful manner, but because the
attention of my enemics was diverted from me to
the solemn circumstances of the untimely death of
their adored father. The waves of perseculion were
suddenly checlked-and a great calm ensued. [ wend
around amoig my Mexican friends, and was warmly
welcomed as their true friend. In less than.two
months my school was full, and I never received

the like persecution again.
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CHAPTER XI.

A revolution for religious freedom—The Priest Party and
Liberal Party—Immense revenues of the chureh party—
Juares, an able leader of the liheral party—The justice of
the canse gives hope—Lettors writted to the A, & F. C. U,
al that limo—The Scriptures going rapidly into Mexico—
Fifteen hundred copies of the Heriptures, und more than
two hundred thousand pages of tracts—Great joy in the
work=—Scvere aflliction and sickness—Touching fidelity
of a Mexiean wantan—Tle bandit Cortinda—Brownaville
invaded-—Four weeks absence in Matamoras—A schaol
with New Testaments—Two Mexican women wondering
why they had ever prayed to saints—Another burning her
images—They did not keep ler son from death~—If they
had known the Bible before they would have believed in
it~—Final triumph of the Liberal party—A gleat demand
for Bibles and tracts for Mexico—The American Rible
and Tract Sociclics supplying.

N 1857, a revolution was commenced for religious

freedom in Mexico. The parties engaged were
called “The Church Party” and “The Liberal
Party.” The former, wielding the ecclesiastical,
political, civil, military, and monetary powers of
the whole country, possessed advantages which left
to the liberal party but little prospeet of ultimate
success. ‘Lhe justice of the cause of the latter
seemed their only hope, and it was a subject of
carnest gntreaty to the Author of the human con-
science, that divine power would interpose in behalf
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of this nation, so long under a government directly
opposed to the best interests of the people, either
temporal or spiritual. To human view, the hope
could secarcely be indulged. With Miramon, one
of the most skillful generals of Mexico, at their
head, backed by the elergy, who were rich in re-
sources, the church party was not wanting in worldly
power. The priests were said to be the great Lunk-
ers of Mexico, having cnlire control of all the
church revenues, which were immense. ¥et, as
¢ the race is not always to the swift, nor the battle
to the strc%g,” we indulged the hope that, ulti-
mately, right would prevail in this eventlul struggle.
There were men of deeided ability in the liberal
party. Juarez, with his compatriots, scemed reso-
lute and_determined to throw off the ecclesiastical
rule, which, like the pall of Lgypt, had long over-
shadowed the land, and establish a government more
in harmouy with the rights of man and the spirit

of madern civilization. Juarez sought the govern-,

ment of the people, by the people and for the peo-
ple, and endeavored to establish the principle of the
direct suffrage of all the citizens in the election of
the officers of government. The constitution, em-
bracing the principles of freedom to the Mexican
people, was adopted Febrnary 8, 1857.  Although
- the clergy were beaten on the field of battle and
foiled in congress, they did not despair; but con-
~ tinued their resistance with determined zeal. Ju-
arcz, with faith in the people, advanced under all
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discouragements, for the accomplishment of the ob-
Jeot upon which the life of the nation depended.
Thc.events transpiring in Mexico greatly encouraged
me in the belief that religious freedom would yet
prevail in that fair Jand, and that I could yet plant
my foot there with an open Bible in my hand. Can
it be possible, I often exclaimed to myself, that T
can cver be permitted to follow up those rills of

light which have been sceretly flowing into that
dark land, and persovally witness the glorious re-

sults? I believed, without a douwnt, that there

werc maay hearts which had embraceds the blessed

truths of the Gospel, as revealed in the Word of

God, and were silently praying for additional help

from the living teacher. My heart often bounded

in joyful anticipation, yet T must yet wait in faith

and prayer and work on.  An extract of a letter

which I wrate to the A. & I C. U. will give some

idea of the progress of the work at this time,

I say, during three months past I have sold fifty
copics of the Seriptures, several I’ Aubigne’s His-
tory of the Reformation, also six thousand pages of
other evangelical reading in Mexico. I often feel
the trath of these words, ¢ Behold, I have set be-
fore you an open door, and no man can shut it; for
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word,
and hast not deanied my name”” We ought to be
encouraged while our opportunities of spreading the
truth in Mexico is becoming cnlarged. 8o much
of the power of the papacy has been compelled .to
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yield before the light of Divine truth, that we may
well thank God, and take courage. Ilvery copy of
the oly Seriptures conveyed iuto Mexico is plead-
ing for religious liberty. Where God’s Word be-
comes disseminated, the bolts and bars binding the
human intellect and conscience become dissevered.
" In the desperate struggle, now being made in that
land, where popery has se long held the supreme
control, we see the intensc desire manifested for the
inalienable rights which God has conferred upon
all his intelligent creatures. Whether God’s time
has fully come for Mexico’s redeniption is not cer-
tain, One day we hear of the triumph of the Lib-
erals; the next day, perhaps, the reverse.  Although
victory may be delayed, yet justice and truth will
ultimately triumph in the utter overthrow of ervor
and priest-craft.”

Notwithstanding my brillant lopes abroad, a
deep shadow was hovering over my happy home
and work. In September, of 1858, my beloved
sister, who had been my associate teacher for nearly
three years, was suddenly stricken down DLy yellow
fever. My griet’ was most intense, yet not wilhout
abundant hope for her, whose death was most tei-
nmphant. Yet her loss to me, not ouly for her
compauniouship, but for the great assistance she ren-
dered me in my work, scemed almost ivreparable.
But God’s gruce proved sufficient in those days of
gevere aflliction, and I was enabled to go on my

e
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way, under the comforting assurance of my Divine
Friend, “Lo, 7 am with you alway.”

The year of 1859 was marked also by some try-
ing experience. In Angust of that year, I was
attacked by yellow fever, and for some time it
seemed that I too might have to lay down my
armor; and I gquietly resigned myself to pass away,
if such was the will of my heavenly Father; but
the grief and anxicty manifested by my Mexican
friends aroused me to renew my grasp of life, and
to ask God to yet spare me for further service in
His canse. The kind solicitude of: these people
made me willing to live longer, if only for their
sakes. One incident, I desire to state, showing a
plhase of character of the Mexican women, which,
althouglh not new to me, mnay serve to illustrate to
those Jess aequainted with them, that ““some good
may come out of Nazareth.” Connected with my
sehool wans a family of six children, which I had
sought out in my {ours around among the Mexican
jackals scon after I went to Brownsville; they
were orphans, and were supported by their grand-
mother and two aunts. DBeing very poor, aud
entirely dependent upon their daily labor for the
snpport of these childven, T assisted in furnishing
them with clothing and books. Their improvement
and good conduct amply rewarded me for all T did
for them. The morning after my attack of fever,
three or fomr girls came to school, and being in-
formed that I was sick, they asked permission to
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come to my room, It was granted, and they came
and staod beside my bed, and seemed much dis-
tressed.” They then went home, erying aloud, and
besought their grandmother (who was an experi-
enced nurse) “to go and take care of Miss Rankin,
and not let her die.”” The grandmother came im-
mediately to my hohse, related what the children
_ bad said, and offered to stay and take care of me.
I very readily accepted her offer, as I had only two
young girls in my house, and sickness, at that time,
was prevailing so extensively in town, that no de-
pendence could be placed upon friends and neigh-
Lors, This Mexican woman remained, and nursed
me a¢ kindly as a mother conld have done, follow-
ing with the utmost precision all the orders of my
physician, putting aside her roots and herbs, reme-
dies used by the Mexicans for similar casecs. After
some days of unremitting eare, she came to me one
morning, saying she had received a eall to go and
- nurse three strangers who had been stricken with
the prevailing fever, with the offer of fifteen dol-
lars a day, as the case was a most urgent one.
I said, you will go, will you not? and urged her
 to do s0, as I knew their need ‘of money. She
replied, most emphatically, “ I shall not leave yon
unilil I know you are past all danger, to go and
take care of others, although they witl pay me so
much. -But,” added she, “ I have too much grati-
tude in my heart for what you have done for me
and mine, to take any pay for what I have done
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for you; I shall not leave you;” nor did she, un-
til she was perfectly satisfied that I needed her serv-
ices uo Jonger.

My experience with the Mexicans has proved
that they are a kind people, if treated with kind-
ness. T can traly say I. have never found firmer
and better friends among any nation of people than
1 have among some of the Mexicans, Many, very
many, I shall never cease to love and respect while
Jife remains. .

Scarcely had the pestilence ceased its work of
devastation when new dangers threatencd Browns-
ville.  The notorious Cortinas commenced his
cateer of lawlessness in September of that year,
which he has continued upon that frontier, by
deeds of murder and robbery, with unremitting
energy, until the present timme, Cortinas was
American born, and had been somewhat of an ex-
tensive land owner on the Texan side of the Rio-
Grande. 1t has been said that he was a quiet and
inoffensive citizen, until he conceived the idea,
whether justly or not, that he had been wronged
by some of the Amcricans of Brownsville in re-
gard to his property. Ile resolved, it seems, to
take their lives, as he said “he could get redress in
no other way.” 'The United States troops, by
order of General Twiggs, being withdrawn from
the frontier, the way was prepared for Cortinag to
carry into exccution his murderous design. He
collected some sixty Mexicans, of like character
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wilh himself, and he with them, on the morning of
the 28th September, ‘entered the town, and an-
nounced their arrival by the discharge of muskets,
and taking their position in the center of the town,
proclaimed “ Death to the Americans.” They
then proceeded to the work they had-announced by
murdering several prominent citizens. Their vie-
tims were already selected, and they went to their
houscs and called them out, and whew they came,
which they would do, unsuspectingly, they were
killed in the presence of their familics.

As soon as possible the citizens organized them-
selves into a body for defense; but only about one
hundred and fifty men could be found who were
regarded as trustworthy. Ome of the merchants
happened to have a quantity of arms on hand, so
they were tolerably well equipped for defense.
Cortinas intrenched himseclf a short distance from
town, awaiting his opportunity of coming in and
completing his work of death. ¥le was re-enforced
in a short time with additional recruits, so that his
numbers exceeded ours. It was only by the utmost
. vigilance and infrepidity of the citizens that this
murderous band was vepelled, By day and by
night our men were compelled to stand on constant
guard, until they becalne almost worn out., Cor-
tinas endeavored to ent off all communieation, yet
with much difficulty a courier eluded his ambush,
and succceded in getting to the capitol and inform-
ing the Governor of the State of our perilous con-

—
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dition, Troops were immediately sent to our re-
lief, and Cortinas was compelled to withdraw his
band of desperadoes.

Tror two weeks after the assault of Cortinas I re-
mained in my house and continued my school, as
T knew his murderous designs were only against
his enemics,  As long as he had his own band of
men, who were fully instructed upon whom to
cammit violence, I felt no apprehensions that any
harm would befall me. But when he was re-en-
forced by desperadoes from all parts, T became con-
vinced that I should bé in danger in casthey suc-
ceeded in getting into the town. T went to Mata«
moras, and remained three or four weeks. Al-
though invited to stay with an American family, I
preferred taking up my abede with a Mexican
woman, whom T had known considerably by hav-
ing supplied her with Bibles, from time to time,’
for distribution in Matamoras. This woman had
come {o me upon the first atiack of Cortinas, and
invited me to come to her house, so when 1 felt
there was real danger, T gladly accepted her
proffered hospitality. She had supplied many of
Ler friends with books, and my stay with her gave
me an opportunity of ascertaining their influence,
I was much gratified by finding among them "an
avident appreciation of the word of God. Many
said, “ If we had known the Bible before, we

would have belicved it.” .
T found also a whole school, of some thirty boys,

n
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supplied with the New Testament, which they
daily read. The teacher, who was an elderly
Mexican maun, had a Bible, which he had procered
many years before from a British vessel lying in a
Mexican port. I visited his school, and he ex-
pressed great gratitude to me for furnishing him,
so as to enable him to pat a copy of the Llessed
book into the hands of all hig pupils. T1le told me

he had learned from the Bible {o cast away his

idols and to trust in Christ for salvation. The

Mexican woman told me that this man, in speak- -

ing of mé, was accustomed to call me “sister,” and
I was plmscd to 1eeiprocatc the appellation by
recognizing in him a brother in Christ,

Image worship, I found, was decreasing under
the light of Divine Truth. I heard two Mexican
women conversing one day in a manner which in-
dicated that their faith was somewhat shaken in
the ¢ saints,” whose pictures hung upon the walls
of the room, One of the women said to the other,
“ How foolish it is for us to pray to such things,”
pointing to the images, and added, in the most em-
phatic manner, “ Why do we do s0?” The other
woman replied in the same manner, “ Why do
we??” One woman, with whom 1 became ac-
quainted, told me she had burned all her images, ag
they failed to render her any help in times of
trourle. She had lost her husband by death, and
soon after her only son, a man grown, lay at the
point of death with the fever. She said she had
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several important saints to which she had been ac-
customed to pay her daily devotions, and of course
the appealed to them for help in this hour of
anguish.  She offered them all her property, which
was considerable, for the Church, if they would
interpose 4nd save her beloted son from death.
But, as she said, “ They paid no heed to my dls-
tresses, and let my son die,” In pelfect contempé
and indignation she broke them to pieces and threw
them into the fire, except one, which she kept as a
memotial, being a bridal gift of her late husband.

Many hearts in Mexieo, T felt assured, yearned
for a religion which should meet the wants of thelr
souls. How often, during those years in which T
witnessed those aspirations for a more exalted
source of consolation, did I ecry out in agony of
soul, “ ITow long, O T.ord, how long ere thou wilt.
arise and avenge the blood of thy servants which
is shed?” How Jong shall human laws shut out
the true. light, which is intended to enlighten
every soul of our fallen race, even that of the poor
despised Mexican! ™ “8hall not the prey be taken
from the mighty, and the suffering captive be de-
Hvered ? 7

Thus saith the Lovd, @ Even the captives of the
mighty shall be talken away, and the prey of the
terrible shall be delivered; for I will contend with
him that contendeth with thee and I will save thy
children.”

Near the close of 1859, a light finally dawned
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upon the long night of darkness in Mexico. On
the 25th December, Juarez and the Liberal Party
entered the Capital. The night before it had been
abandoned by Miramon and the remuant of his
completely demoralized and conquered army,

Was not this a bright era in Mexican history ?
“The gates of brass ” werc broken in piecces, “the
bars of iron werc cut in sunder,” and eight millions
of souls threw off the shackels of popery and emerged
into the liberty wherewith God makes bis people
frce. The popular demonstrations—tie ringing of
bells and firing of cannen by the people generally
evinced their great joy for the precious boon of reli-
gious liberty. As the noise from Matamoras broke
upon my ear, I thought I never heard more delight-
ful sounds, and my heart bounded in joyful antici-
pation that God’s Word could now have free course,
ran, and be glorified.

Men came over immediately from Matamaras for
Bibles and Tracts, saying, ¢“ We can now distribute
Protestant books without any hinderance, and we
will pay you for all you can let us have.” T sup-
plicd them to the extent of my ability, and wrote
on to the Bible and Tract Socicties for a greater

supply.
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CHAPTER XIL

Wrole to the Bible Socicty for an Agent—Rev. Mr. Thompson
receives an appointment—Goes inte Mexico—Brings two
Mexicans to Brownaville, who unite with the Proteslant
Church--Tirst fmits—Work interrupted by civil war in
the Uniled States — Desivoug of going to Monterey—Trench
intervention and civil war prevented—Rev, Mr. Ilickey
appointed agent for the Bible Society—Reatters Bibles over
the couniry—The French intervention threatens Protest-
antism—Maximilian and Carlotta—-Maximilian’s fluctoa-
tions—Carlotta’s inganity—The Pope refuscy assistance to
Maximilian — - I'rench  troops withdrawn — Maximilian
finally executed—Religious freedom nobly outrides the

slorm.

AFTER a few months of constant demands for
Bibles and other evangelical boolss, I came to
the conclusion that a special agent was required,
and that the American Bible Society would be
justified in putting one into this waiting and needy
field. -Although T felt it to be alwost a personal
favor, T resolved to make the request; and to make
it sure as possible I secured the manp, whom I
thought would serve acceptably, as already possess-
lug some acquaintance with the Mexicans and their
language. Rev. Mr. Thompson, whe had been sent
by the Methodist Fpiseapal Church South, to labor
on the Rio Grande, assented Lo my proposition, and
I wrote to the seerctary for au appoiutment for him
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to Jabor in Mexico, After some little delay to
make the necessary inquirics of the conference
which sent Mr. T. of his character and fitness, he
‘received an appointment and commenced his duties
in Qctober, 1860. e went into Mexico, and, as I
expected, wus received with favor, He was told by
the authorities that he'might preach, plant schools,
build cliurches, disseminate the Bible, and do any
thing that would benefit the people.

He went ag far as Monterey, and found the Bible
had preceded him, and had been read by many to
advantage. At Cadereyta, a place thirty miles from
Monterey, he met a man, who, as soon as lie saw
him, inquired, “Are you not a teacher of the Bible,”
“I have dreamed of just such a looking man as
you; I lnew there must be somewhere the living
teacher of that book.” Mr. Thompson found this
man well acquainted with the Seriptures.  He wrote
me, he rarely found "a man in a Protestant com-
muuity who was more familiar with the Word of
God than this Mexican. He comprehended those
passages which we believe to apply to the. Church
of Rome; had discarded the whole system of
popery ; and embraced the veligion of the Bible,
and gave evidence of being truly “ born again,”
When Mr. Thompson returned to Brownsville in
March, 1861, this man and his eldest son came
with him, and, after duc examination, were received
into a Protestant Church. These were the first
Mexicans who durst come out and publicly profess
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the Protestant faith. The fact being proven that
a Mexican could be otherwise than a Catholic;
others followed ; and it was an unspeakable satis-
faction to give the right Land of Christian fellow-
ship to people from a nation which had been regard-
ed as beyond the reach of a pure Christianity,
Tndeed, I rejoiced, believing these first fruits were
an carncst of the harvest which faith had bid me
expeet, and I doubted not that many more precious
souls would be gatlhered from those dark dominions
of error and superstition into the true fold of Christ.
- Mr. Thompson continned his labors with hopeful
success until the civil war in the United States
prevented our laving communication with the
North. The Southern ports were all blockaded,
and among them the port of Brazos, and we eould
obtain no more Bibles from New York. Mr.
Thompson came to Brownsville, and after waiting
some time for a change of affuirs, finully concluded -
to leave the work and return to Texas. -

It seemed Bible work in Mexico had received a
sudden check ; yet I still trusted in the same Right
Arm, whieh had hitherto often interposced in. behalf
of the perishiug millions of that unfortunate country.
I did not trust in wain, for a few months later a
port wus opened on the Mexican side of the Rio
Grande, and we were again in communication with
the Bible Society of New York, About the same
time, Rev. James Hickey, colporteur of the Ameri-
can Tract Society for Texas, on account of being a

8
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“Union ‘man,” was obliged to flee to Mexico to
preserve his life, as all persons in the South had to
do at that time, who were loyal to the Government
of the United States. Mr. Ilickey came to Mata-
moras, and seeing the good worl already in progress
there, entered into it most heartily. e came over
to Brownsvilie and I supplied Lim with Bibles, and
lie not only cireulated the Word, but preached it,
in all its saving power. Ilaving acquired some
kuowledge of the Spanish language in Western
Texas, he was able to preach to the people under-
standingly.  Seeing his zcal and adaptation to the
work, with his conseut I wrote on to the Bible
Society {or his appointment as Agent for Mexico.
In consequence of the irregularity of tho mails, Mr.
H. did not receive an appointment until the sun-
mer of 1883. e bhad, however, gone to Monterey
in anticipation of his acceptunce by the Bible
Society, and found a promising field of labor. He
collected a congregation of Mexicans, and soon
baptized several, who gave evidence of conversion.
At Cadareyta also he found some who had evidently
embraced the truth in the love of it, by readivg the
Bible alone. A Mexicau womwan said, she had been
seeking, by the strictest observance of alf the require-
ments of the Catholic'Churcly, comfort to her soul ;
but pever found it, until she read, in the New
Testament, of Christ and bis salvation ; and this
was previous to any Protestant teacher going
there, '
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As Mr. Ilickey’s legitimate duties were, accord-
ing to the rules of the Bible Society, the distribution
and sale of the seriptures, he did not remain long in
Monterey, bul put the work there into the hiands
of one of the converts* and went out seattering the
Word of Life broadeast over the surrounding coun-
try. The eagerness with which many received the

+ Bible from him was truly encouraging.

T should have gone to Monterey immediately
after religious liberty was proclaimed, hut vatfrious
things hindered me. T could procure no suitable
person to whom I could eommit the seminary at
Brownsville, and T hesitated to leave until I-could,
The dificulties arising from the Freneh intervention \
in Mexico, also rendered if quite impracticable for me
to go; as ab one time Protestaniism seemed. to be
dangerously threatencd.  After the occupation of
Mexieo hy the Liberals, Miramon and the other
loaders of the church party, went to France and
represented the country as having thrown off all re-
straint, and being in a state of absolute anarchy,
and that, unless some power intervened, it would go
to utler ruin. Napoleon ITL conceived thal this

_representation wight serve as a pretext for getting

possession of Mexico; and, as a civil war was pre-
vailing in the United States, he very reasonably
supposed be should receive no hinderance frons the

- American government.

* Thomas Weslrup, a young Englishman, who had been ¢on-
verted through Mr. s iustrumentulity.

L]
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He decided to improve the opportunity presented
by establishing an empire in Mexico, and proposed
to Maximilian to go and take the imperial throne.
At first Maximiliann objected, his refusal being
founded upon reasous very satisfactory to himself,
But Carlotta, being a staunch Catholie, conceived
that the proposal for her husband to go to Mexico

13 . S,
was a call from heaven to go and restore the fallen -

charch.”  Maximilian was finally prevailed upon
to come to Mexico, and, it is fully believed, with
the purpose and hope of benefiting the country and

people.  He was, evidently, greatly deceived, both.

by Napoleon and the Mexican representatives. The
true facts of the case can not better be presented

" than by using the precise words of the Abbe Do-
menech, French chaplain, who came to Mexico with
Maximilian. He says:

“ Bvery thing was a delusion. Unbappily, there
were a great many interested parties. ITowever
be that as it may, we were déccived on every sidc}
and urged on, if not by a chivalric sentiment lik(;
that which led us to tuke up arms for the Christians
in Syria and for the independence of the talians
alt least by a sentiment of high policy France en tere(i
upon Mexico, and substitated in favor of the Arch-
duke Maximilian, a monarchy for a republican re-
gime.”  But it proved a failure.

The falsity of Miramon’s representations and the
absurdity of Carlotta’s conceptions were fully proved
when Mazximilian, upon his arrival, found the great
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majorily of the Mexican people apposed to a foreign
intervention, and also to the re-establishment of the
church party. Although there still existed remnants
of such a parly in Mexico, yet it was much in the
minority. And when Maximilian, instigated by
the pope, demanded that the immense revenues
which formerly belonged to the chureh shoutd be

- restored, it was found that the Liberals had such
. absolute possession as precluded all hope of ever

oblaining them. A complication of difficulties be-
set Maximilian, yet lie persevered under them all.
He prohibited the Protestant religion, and for a
time Mr, Iickey durst not go out upon his work.
But the people were determined to resist the reign-
ing power, and the emperor, finding that the great

. majority of the people were in favor of a religious

frecdom, decided to turn over to that side, hoping
probably, by so'doing, to win them into favor with
the empive which he vainly was trying to establish.
But he found they were no more willing to become
subjects of his imperial reign than they were to
submit to religious despotism. Miramon, and
others who had been his friends, deserted him and
left the country.

"Fhe pope issued all the denunciations against him
of which his infallible personage was capable, but
Maximilian stood firm, daring to reply to him that
he “believed toleration to all religions, which were
not against morality and civilization, were essential
to the prosperity of any country.” This was 2
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bright spot in Maximilian’s career in Mexico, and 1

shall always remembler him with gratefal apprecia-
tion for the firm defense of those principles wpon
which the welfare of Mexico depended.

But the situation of the Emperor Maximilian was
{far from being pleasant.  With enemies within and
foes without, he sailed on a sea of troubles. Na-
poleon, who had been the instrumentulity of placing

him in this situation, suddenly announeed his inten- .

tion of withdrawing the French troops from Mexi-
co, alleging that the empire was so well estallished
that foreign assistance was no longer necessary.
Whether he really indulged this absurd belief is
exiremely doubtful, as the real facts entirely dis-
proved the supposition. It is more probable that
the fear of the United Siates moved him to reeall
his troops, as our government had so far overcome
its own diffienlties as 1o be able to look after those
of its neighbors.  Demonstrations were clewly
manifested that the Uunited States would not permit
the permauent lodgment of a monarchial govern-
ment upon this continent, and Napoleon did not
feel quite willing to fall into its power, already dis-
tinguished for victorious combat with powerfil
enemies,

Carlotta, with woman’s instinet, seeing the fatal
sonsequenced to the interests of the empire, shonld
it cease to be sustained by forcign bayonets, flew to
I'rance, end entreated Napoleon to forbear his
threatened purpose. Not prevailing with him, she
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went to the Vatican, and besouglit the holy father
to exercise his power in behalf of the falling em-
pire. The pope, still sove, no doubt, from Maxi-
milian’s arvogance in opposing his pontifical orders
in relation to matters with regard to which Mexico
was of importance to him, turned a deafl ear to her
appeals.

This denial actually wrought the destruction of
the lovely Carlotta’s reason. Iler brain received a
fatal shock, and she was carried from the Vatican
a hopeless maniac.” As miglht be expected, when the
French troops left Mexico, Maximilian was entirely
without suppoct.  And why did he not leave with the
reticing army ? It will always be a matter of deep
regret that he did not leave Mexico ab that time; for
althougl his fair fame might have been somewhat
tarnished by his unsuccessful altempt to establish
an imperial throne, yet, by so doing, he would have
been spared to his friends and to his country yeb
longer.

He remained, however, and suffered himself to
Decome again the dupe of Miramon and others, who,
at this juncture, turned up again in Mexico. They .
represented that immense wealth was yet in pos-
session of the church party, and Maximilian was
led to believe that there was sulficient power for
sustaining him at the head of the Empire. In ac-
cepting the support of the church party, he abjured
the principles which he had so boldly deelared in
favor of religious freedom, This was a dark blot
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upon hig integrity and honor. Probably his ex-
tremity forced him to fall into the plan. In his
first attempt for carrying it into execution, he fell
into a fatal trap, and, with Miramon and Mcjia, ex-
piated, by an ignominious deutlr, the wicked design
of again enslaving the millions of Mexico under
papal dominiomn.

No one can fail to Jament the sacrifice of the life
of this good-hearted, yet evidently weak-headed,
man, nor deplove the mental ruin of “ poor Car-
Jotta,” who still lives—a monwment of disappointed
ambition.

This great sacrifice can be clearly traced to the
unwise design of Napoleon, who laid the treacher-
ous snare which lured two innocent vietims on to
rain.  But as le has passed to a higher tribunal,
human judgment should leave him there. Relig-
ious freedom, however, nobly outrode the storm,
overcoming the plots and counterplots of the most

potent enemics, and Mexico presented the same -

hopeful aspéct for missionary work as before.
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CHAPTER XIIL

Compelled to leave my seminury—A Dresbyterian minisler
demands the keys—Reasons given—Not in sympathy
with the Southern Confederney—Went to Malanioras—
Tappy in bLeing on Mexican soil—Within six rmouths
hud to give up my house—Obliged to leave—Rusolved
to go ito the United States—Delayed at Bagdad—-Ne
room at the hotel—Quartered on a schooner—One of
our company murdered by the rebela—Leaving Bagdad
—Uuder the Stars and Stripes—Entrented to remain in
New Orleans, ‘

"‘ HILIE these events were taking place in Mex-

ico I was having some varied, yet rich expe-
rience on the frontier., In September of 1862 I
was obliged to leave my seminary and work in
Brownsville, by the most peremptory orders. The
orders were sent me in writing by a Presbytérian
minister, who stated that he was authorized {6 com-
mand me to vacate the bluldmg, and deliver up
the keys of the same to Lim.

T replied that I wished to retain the seminary for
the purposes for which I fonnded it—namely, the
education of Mexican cliildren—and put the ques-
tion, “ Why do you require me to give it up?”
He replied, in a written staterhent, * You are not
in sympathy with the Southern Confederacy, and
no teachers but such as are can be permitted to oc-

cupy that institution ;” also, “You are in commu-
9

L]
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nication with a country called the United States.”
I again scoonstrated, and continued to occupy the
building which I hai procured afl such an immense
amount of labor and sacrifice until another written
order¥ came, announcing it to Le the “third and

last”—evidently meaning that vielence would have

to be used if I did not voluntarily vacate the prem-
ises. _

Rather than be put out by military foree, which
I fully believed this man would call into requisi-
tion, T wrote a reply that, in obedience to his com-
mand, I would commit ihe building and all its re-
sponsibilities into his hands, and that T would leave
him in the hands of Him who has said, “Judgment
and justice are the habitation of my throue.”

Through the aid of friends T succeeded in getting
over to Matamoras, with my books, furnilure, cte.,
although the rebel minister went to the Confederate
receiver and urged him to confiscate ull my-mova-

‘ble possessions. The reeciver reported this fact to

me himself; and although a Romuan Catholie, he
said lie told my Protestant {riend it was bad cnough

for man to be afflicted with the horrors of war, and

that he could not have the heart to extort {rom a
woman her necessary articles of furnitute,

1 succeeded in procuring a bouse,and opened a
school in Matamoras, and was supremely happy in
engaging in actual labor for Mexicans upon Mexi-

% The documents arc siill preserved.

[ il
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can soil.  This was the time of the difficulties pre-
vailing in Mexico, and I could not feel it prudent
to go {farther into the country. I remained in Mat-
amoras until Mavceh of 1863, when I could not pro-
curc a house on any terms. The great quantities
of goods which passed through Bagdad, the new
port that was opened for the benefit of the Sonthern
Confederacy, were stored in Matamoras, and every
available building was requived for that purpose.
It was not unfrequently the case that & hundred
vessels were lying off the bar; not anly were they
discharging goods, but were receiving large quan-
tities of cottou for forcign ports. On account of
the prevailing troubles of botli countrics, I felt it
best to discontinue any further work for Mexico
until matters beenme more settled. 1 concladed to
go to New Orleauns, which was then occupied by
the Federals, and proeeed to the North, A United

‘Btates transport was sent from New Ovleans to cou-

vey refugees, who bad fled from the South at the
peril of their lives, and were waiting in Matamoras
for an opportunity to get to the United States. I
took passage, and, with my two nieces, aud two
other families in company, went to Bagdad, where
the vessel was lying. A very difficult Lar ob-
structed the entrance; and just before we arrived
a “uorther” sprang up, which remlered the bar so
rough that it was utterly impossible for us to cross;
consequently we were compelled to seck for quar-
ters in Bagdad until the gale ceased.
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Tt was night when we arrived, and we went im-
mediately to the place called o hotel.  We were in-
formed by the proprictors that o accommodlations
could be afforded us, and we walled out and stood
outside, utterly at a loss what Lo do.  We under-
stood the reason why we were not permitted to re-
main in the hotel, ag it was well known that Bug-

dad had been rearcd especially {or the rebels, 5““]_

was noted for its deep-seated hatred of “ Yanlkees,”
as all Union people were ealled in those days.
While we were standing outside, exposed to the
bleak winds of & Mexican *norther,”
came along, and kindly invited us to go on board a
gmall schooner which was Iving inside ol the bar.
The young man, who was a Nova Scotian, said
he heard the refusal of the holcl-keepers, and he
thought, ¢ What if my mother and sisfers were in
the like situation!* and the thonght impeHed him
to offer us such acconmumodations as hie was able.
We very thankfully accepted iiis invitation, and
accompanied him to the schooner; yet we found
very limited accommodations for our party, whieh
consisted  of eight persons. We oould scarcely
stand upright, and as for onr lodgings, barrels,
boxes, and the like, constifuted our beds. We
passed the night with considerable amusement, in
our erude attenpts to obtain rest. The morning
came, and in our attempts to obtain breakfast we
found the rcbels determined not to let the
“Yankees” have any thing to eat. By strategy,

il }’Ollllg‘ man

S E—
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bowever, our kind friends of the schooner suc-
ceeded in obtaining something which answered for
a breakfast, '

The bar continued rough, and we were com-
pelled to remain, and we tnade several futile’
allempts during the duy to secure more commo-
diocus quarters; but were finally compelled to re-
maimn ou the little schoouner another nipht. The
day following, the owuer ol a larger sehooner Lear-
ing of our situation, oflcred to let us come on
board his vessel provided we would oceupy the
hold. - TIe was a Northern man, bul was making
moncy ofl the Confederales, sm(llhe did not like to
jeopardize his lucrative business by having it
known thai he was manifesting any favor to Union
people.  We accepted his invitation, and took up
our quarters in our novel apartment, which the
owner had somewhat prepared, by having it swept
but not “ garnished.”’

Qur furniture consisted of a small wood-pile, a
bale of cotton, and some ropes and sails. The
latter served for onr lodgings, which proved tfo be
not the most downy beds that ever were; yet we
felt thankful for even these accommodations, We
remained nine days in this condition; the owner
of the vessel furnishing us with food, and treating
us as well as circumstances would permit. In-
deed, I shall always retain a grateful remembrance
of this man’s kindness and hospitality to us.

Our stay was prolonged by a highly outrageous

hd
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act of the rebels upon some of our party who were
waiting to cross over io the transport. A band
of rebels, led by a prominent confederate officer,
came over upon the Mexican side of Rio Grande
~during the night, and took two prominent Union
tien, bound them, and carried them across the
river into the eamp of the rebels.  These two men
wete refugees from Texas—oue was Judge Davis,
late Governor of Wexas, and ihe other, Capiain
Montgamery, who had been oliliged to flee, leaving
a wife and several children behind in Texas.
These men were immediately stavted {or Browns-
ville, and when about half way Captain Mont-
gomery was hung, and his head cut off and carried
to Brownsville as a trophy. Judge Davis was
left at a camp, near town, probably for further sac-
rifice. In the meantime,intelligence was conveyed
to Matamoras of the outrage committed upon Mex-
ican soil, and the ontrage was of a more aggra-
vating character from the fact thal Judge Davis
had been taken from the house of the chief officer
of the Mexican government where he had put him-
self for protection. 'I'he Governor, excecdingly in-
censed, demanded the restoration of the men, or
he would immediately stop all transportation of
goods across the Rio Grande, This threat was
heeded, aud Judge Davis was restored, hut Captain
Montgomery had already fallen a victim to Confed-
erate cruelty, and his family was left in desolation
and sorrow. Oh! those were bloody times in
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Texas, and can the stains of those tragic scenes
ever be eflaced?  Even though the lapse of years
may throw them far in the distance, yet the deeds
which were committed during that awful reign of
ferror, memory can never cease {o recall, however
painful it may be. '

But, I will rcturn to our transport waiting out-
side thie bar.  When this daring ontrage was com-
mitted, an eflicer who was at Bagdad, venlured, at
the risic of lis life, to cross over to the vessel, and
give information to the captain, who puf out 1m-
mediately for Galveston to procure a gunboat, for
resisting any fiwvther assault which might be made
by the rebels.

In four days after, the vessel returned, and the
bar became sulliciently smooth for crossing, so we
passed out of our dismal quarters, and went on to
the Transport, truly happy to find ocurselves again
under the dear old “ Stars and Stripes > of our own
beloved country. Our vessel, originally used for
the transportation of cattle, did not prove to he
very comlortable.  Our party, consisting of about
one hundred refugees, found accommodations to be
somewhat limited. But, during those days of
national peril, all who truly loved our country, and
sympathized in its dangers, were as one family—

" our interests so blending that eich one felt like

helping and comforting the other.
We arrived at the mouth of the Mississippi the
evening of the fifth day, and from one of the gun-
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boats lying there came a gentleman on to our ves-
sel, who occupied an important position in the
army, and who urged me {o stop in New Orleans,
saying that Union ladies were greatly needed there
at that time.

——
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CHAPTER XIV.

New work presented—Visiting the hospitals—Delicacies solic-
ited in New Orleans—DPersonal distribution of them-—
Seernes of suffering—Principal of scliool for Freedmen—
An old preacher learning the alphabet—Manifestations of
Divine grace—Desirous of returning to my Mexican work.

I HAD fully intended going to the North, and
- getting away from anxious care for a season,
but upou further consideration I decided to remain
in New Orleans. A residence was immedi_ateljr
furnished me, and I sonn beeame very comfortably
domiciled in the Crescent City. Various ways of
uselufness opened before me, but I felt the most
important work to be, if possible, to aid our coun-
try’s cause. Indeed, it seemed to be the work at
that time, and I felt that every other consideration
should be subordinate. '

The siege of Port Hudson was soon in progress,
and hundreds of our brave men were brought to
New Orleans wounded in the most shocking man-
ner, The 27th May, 1863, was marked by one of
those {utile altempis to fake the fort—the only re-
sult of which was the massacre of great numbets
of soldiers. Some three hundred of those who
could be moved were brought down on a steamer
the day after the battle, The scene of their re-
moval from the boat to the St. James Hospital was
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related to me by an eye-witness, I was moaved at
the recital, and immediately resolved that I would
do something for the comfort of these mutilated
men. I did not know as I should be permitted to
visit the hospital, as no ladic§ could obtain passes
on account of the insolence of rebel ludics, who
had, some time previous, been visitors of the Con-
{ederate sick who were prisoners in the hospital. [
was aware of this fact, yet T thought I would
make the cffort, for the sake of those sullering sol-
diers. As belonging to “ Bauks’ Expedition” I
knew they had left their New Tngland homes only
the autumin before, and T thought of those Jeft be-
hind—wives, mothers, and sisters—of the intense
suffering and anxiely which would be theirs did
they but know of the dreadful condition of their
loved ones. 1 resolved to {ry and get access, and
as soon as the proper time arrived, T hastened to
the hospifal and inquired of the sentinel at the
door if X could see the surgeon in charge. e re-
plied he had been very busy, all the afternoon,
dressing wounds, but he would send and ascertain.
A messenger was dispatched, and very soon the
surgeon made his appearance.

I very promptly explained the object of my visit,
and, Iookmg at me very sharply, he asked me, “Ale
you not a morthern lady.” I replied, “I am.”
Then he put the question, very emphatically, “Are
you for the Union?” I told him, I believed I
wag, and that the rebels thought so too, as I had

R
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but recently Leen expelled from their domibions,”
After my nationality and politics were settled, which,
at that time, were of the untmost Importance, the
surgeon asked me, “In what way wounld you pro-
pose reliel fov our wounded and sick soldiers?” I
gave him one evidence of my “Yankee” character
in answering his question by asking nuother, I
imquired, “Are the delicacies provided necessary for
the comfort of the men?” (This was before the
ample provision was made by the Christian Com-
mission.) He replied, “ No, but what can yon do
in this way 2”7 I said, “1 will go out and solicit
donations {or that purpose from the citizens of New
Orleans.” The surgeon said, “It might be a good
way of testing the loyalty of the present residents,
as, but a short time previous, all who would not
take the oath of alleginnce to the United Stlates
government had been requested to Icave the city—
those remaining were professedly Union people.”
The plan was decided upon, and the surgeon re- -
quested me to come to the hmpltal the next morn-
ing, and we would devise the proper method of car-
rying it into execution. Accordingly, at 10 o’clock
next day, I and my two nieces were at the hospilal
to receive instructions and proper authority for
making our Union friends of New Orleans a call.
All necessary arrangements being made, we started
out upon our work of mercy, and found many who
very readily contributed money, or other things
equally valuable. As I expected, some would have
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~gladly been exeused from giving auy thing to
“Yunkee soldiers,” but as their refusal might les-
tify that their professed. allegiance to the Union
government was not so much for the love they had
for it, as for the preservation of their own privaie
(ntevests, they gave something from poliey, probally.
At 4:0'duck in the afterncon we returned to Lhe
hospital with our supplies. The steward very
‘kindly propesed to relicve us frow the labor of
‘their distribution, as he and the nurses could ad-
minister them, This offer did not strike me favor-
ably.  As scveral persons hud suggested that pos-
sibly the needy men might ot reecive the gifts, I
had pledged my word that I would sce that eve,ry
thing given should find its desired end. T remon-
strated against the proposal of the steward; but he
seemed to think he had some authority in the mat-
ter, and to test it, I sent for the surgeon in charge.
He came and said, “ By all means, ladies, go through
the wards and distribute the things yourselves.
Those suffering men will be chicered by seeing ladies
who feel so much interest jn their welfare—your
personal visit will be as welcome as your gifts.”
With the surgcon in company we started upen
our rounds; but oh! how shall T deseribe the pain-
ful scenes, whicl, aflér the lapse of years, are still
vivid!  Some we found beyond the hope of re-
covery—one poor fellow, whose lungs had been pen-
etrated by a ball, was just gasping for breath, but
was able to say, “ How much comfort it is to see
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kind ladies who feel for us in our suffering!” An-
other, whose throat was pierced by a bullet, could
not utter a word, but a look of thankful recognition
was even more cxpressive. It seemed to me that
every lorm of suffering humanity was presenied,
and once my leclings gave way, and I exclaimed, in
agony of spivit, “T can not longer codure the sight
of so much suffering 1”7 Oue of my nicees exclaimerl,
“ Do, aunt, go {orward for the sake of the relief you
may be able to afford.” 1 rallied, and continued to
endure the painful ordeal until every word was vis-
ited. We adnmiinistered restoratives to those who
could receive them,  Tadeed, there was not one who
conld not receive n small quantity of the ehoice cor-
dials which we happily possessed. When I told
these men, who had but recently left theiv New Eng-
Tand homes, that 1 ton was a New Inglwmder, their
jov was unbounded 5 and one young soldier, who
was from my native town, nearly bounded frota
his pillow, when informed of the fact.

For three hours we wended our way through these
scenes of sorrow and of joy—for there was some
pleasure mingled with the pain—and at sunseb we
retirned to our home, Did T sleep that night?
No, for my wmind was too much occupied with the
scenes I had witnessed ; yet the sorrowful retrospect
was mitigated by the pleasure of believing that some
comfort had been imparted to those suffering sol-
diers. From day to day we continued ;. alternating,
obtaining supplies one day and administering them
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the next, which plan Iessened the oppressiveness of
the Iabor.
Previous to the surrender of Vicksburg, which
~opened Port ITudson, the vain altempts to take the
latter filled every hospilal in New Orleans to the
utraost extent, and every hotel, exeepting the St.

Charles, wus used for hospital purposes. At oue,

time, sullicient material for bandages was not pos-
sessed, and the ladies were appealed to for aid,
Duaring the hot sun of June days, 1 traversed the
streets of New Orleans, calling at the houses of Ia-
dies of wealth, asking them for material to dress
the wounds of our soldiers. I was often repulsed
by ladies who would suy, “ The Yankees have no
business to come here and get wounded, and T shall
give nothing for them.”  But T would say, “They
are here among youn and are sullering, and will nos
merey prompt you to give a picee of old linen, or
even cottou, which I know yon can casily spare ?”
By continued importunity I generally suceecded in
obtaining something, although reluctantly given.

I continued visiting the hospitals until there was
no Iontrm any abselute necessivy ;* and in the antumn
of 1863, I gave my assislance to tho establishment
of the first schools for the freedmen. I aceepted
the appointment as principal of a school in a Pres-
bytérian church of the Third District. In this
work I had some new experience.  Although I had
tanght among a people quite as ignorant as the
negro race, yet I had neyer found among any peo-

L3
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ple such an ardent desire for instruction as among
this race, who had been born and raised in a civi-
lized and Christian land, yet had no knowledge of
the first rudiments of educalion.  Some highly in-
teresting cases cune uuder my observation.

One man who presented himself as a pupil, said,
“I am sixty years old and have been n preacher of
the Gospel forty vears,” and yet did not know one
letter of the alplhabet, Ide related to me his relig-
ious experience, which had constituted the subject of
his preaching. He says, “ When 1 thought myself
sinking down into eteroal woe, due my sins, there
appeared Oune before my eyes who showed me his
pierced hands and side, and said, ‘A1l this T suffered |
that you might be saved from the punishment of
your sins”  Oh, I fell down at the feet of this lov-
ing Savior, and he raised me up, saying, ¢ Thy sing
are forgiven thee, T went to others and told them
of this loving Jesns, and T can not tell you of the
great numbers who have been brought to feel them-
selves sinners, and made to rcjoice in the same for-
giving love. L still tell the wonderful story, and
thongh it was forty years ago I first learned the
Savior’s love, it Is still new.”

Toven so, my sable brother, this story of the « Sav-
ior's Jove” will eontinue to be new when “forly ”
millions of years have rolled their rounds, and this
story of the Gospel of the Son of God i3 destined lo

. bring in all Ged’s chosen ones, and will never lose

itg power on carth, till all the ransomed church of



112 TWENTY YEARS AMONG THE MEXTCA NS,

God be saved to sin no more.” Tow was I struck
with the measnre of this poor ignorant eolored man’s
1abors for Chirist and for souls! T doabt not but in
the great day he will ha able 10 present mora jewels
for hig master’s crown than thousands of others of
Christ’s people, endowed with all the advantages of
human learning. '

I found among many of these people some won-
derfi:] manilestations of divine prace in their behalf,
and I felt convineed that their deprivations had Imen’
compensated by a greater measure of the Ioly
Spitit’s power and influence. T should have liked
to continue in this work, but I was already com-
mitted {o one of equal importance, and waited for
the way to open for my return to my divinely ap-
pointed field of labor.
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CHAPTER XV.

Browneville taken by the United Stales troops—The garrieon
burned——Atiempt to burn the tewn—Retarn te Browns-
ville——Tind the Seminary building greally injured—
Repaived it, and epencd any scheol—Religious influence
of the army—"Troops recalled—Obliged to lenve—DReturn
to New Orleuns—DMaxzimilian decides to suslain religious
liberty in Mexico—Start for Monterey—Another visil to
Ragdad--Clase of the war—What the people «f Bagdad
thotght—-Assassination of President Lincoln—Disrespect-
ful demonsirations forbidden by the Confederate General
of Brownsville—Arrived safely in Montercy,

N November of '63, General Banks took Browns-
ville, and my seminary building was restored to
me again.  Farly in 64 1 crossed the Gulf and
took possession, but found it considerably damaged
by the explosion of gun-powder. The Confederates

“were taken by surprise, having no suspicion that

the Federals were approaching, until they landed
at Brazos. Of course but a short tims was given
them for evacusdion, in the accustomed way.,  Bvery -
thing must be destroyed, and the commanding
general immediately ordered the garrison to be set
on fire, anil to facilitate (he destruction of the town,
gun-powder was placed in such a manner as to make
guick work of it. DBy a sudden change of wind
only a few buildings of the town were burned, but

10
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those which remained were more or less damaged

by the explosion of the powder. The walls of the

seminary, being of brick, were cracked in several
places, and all the windows were broken.

[ expended two hundred dollars of my own pri-
vate means for repairs, and opened my school, and
soou had sixty pupils.  The occupation of Browns-
ville by the Federal army greatly improved the
character of the town. That the presence of an
army shonld cause an increase of moral and relig-
ious influences is quite an uncommon cireumstance.
Several of the officers were Christian nien, and, witl;
the chaplains and agents of the Chuistian COI:lllliR—
sirmi quite a religions community was constituted.
.Durmg th.e spring of ’64, a hopeful rvevivai of relip-
ion prevailed, and many conversions took place
among the soldiers. The churches were made voeal
every night of the week with songs of praise, and
Brownsville, for that time at least, bore the in:pl‘ess
of a God-worshiping people, Is it not trne, that
there was a very decided religious aspeet threough-
ont the whole army 2 Many of our sohdiers went,
mto the army thougitless and unconcerned about
theiv souls, but came out deeided Christians.

.I was much interested in the conversion of a young
I’rlshman at Brownsville, who was &« Roman Catho-
lic belore jo.ining the artay. He thanked his God
that he enlisted as a soldier, as through the Bible
au(‘I .other means of grace hie had learned sbout a
religion which did “ his sou) good.” It was pleas-

.~
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snt living in Brownsville in those days, and it was
with the most painful emotions that we were ap-

prized of the necessity of evacnating and leaving

the town again in the hands of the Confederates.
The defeat of Geueral Banks up the Red River,
made it necessary that the troops oceupying Browns-
ville should be withdrawn for serviee in the locality
of the disaster. Phis order to us in Brownsville
was 4 sad aud most uncxpected eveut, and T am
fully aware no event of the war occusioned more
pain to me personally {han to be obliged again o
surrender my work and turn over my repaired
house into the hands of those whom I knew would
freat it with-sacrilegions abuse. I even appealed
to some of the Confederales to know if I could not
he permitted to remain and continue my school. I
was told, I should probably receive abuse and in-
sult, so T subwmitted to the imperative necessity of
again breaking up niy establishment.*

General Herron, who was in command, rendered
me all necessary assistance, and furnished me, with

"# After {he war closed the seminary in Drownsville was oc-
cupied by Mrs. Jereminh Porter, whose husband was agent of
the Christiun Commission. Mrs. Porter carried on the school
very successfully for several years. YWhen Iev, Mr. Porter was
genl to Fort Sill, as Cliaplain of the United States Army, Lhe
semiinary was committed to the care of the Presbiytery of West-
ern Texas, and it is heped that the building will still continue
to subserve the object for which it was founded.
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other ladies, means of transportation to New Orleaps,
Arriving there, T soon engaged in teaching in the
colored schools again, and thaunked God that in all
the varied vicissitudes of war opportunities of use-
fuluess were afforded me,

I remained in New Orleans until March of 1865,*
at which time I became convinced that the difficul-
ties which had prevailed in Mexico had become so
much lessened as to justify me in taking up the line
of march towards that long-desired post of useful-
ness, Accordingly, I took passage on a United

States transport, and went to Brazos, as that port

was still retained by the Federals. Remaining there
one night I was conveyed in a Government ambu-
lance to the opposite landing of Bagdad, A detail
of soldiers accompanied us, as there was no safety,
on account of the Confederates lying about in am-
‘bush. Several balls whistled by us. I ecrossed the
Rio Grande, and found Bagdad greatly improved
since the time which we could find no ether acconi-
modations there but the hold of a schooner.
Busiuess houses of all kinds had been erected, and
its general appearance ipdicaled it to be a first-class
commercial town. Vast quantities of goods from
all parts of the world had been passed through
Bagdad, by which the whole South had been sup-

p]':cd.

* This was the time that Maximilian determined upen relig-
icus liberty in Mexico.

e
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I went to the St. Charles ITotel, and found no
difficulty in obtaining enterlainment, until I could
obtain conveyanee {o Matamoras. While I was
there, news came of the survender of General Lee’s
army, and I had the opportunity of witnesstng the
effcets of that painful intelligence upon those who
had staked their all upon the ultimate triomph of
the Southern Confederacy.

Expressions like these were made

*“ It can not be possible that our righteouns cause
can fail1”  “ Justice and right must and will pre-

" yail”

Another said

“ Tt is an act of strategy on the part of General
Lee. He is feigning to cvacuale Riechmond, and
going to withdraw his army to cut off Sherman and
the whole host of Yankees.”

“ Do not fear ! we shall see greater fighting than
we have seen yet, and the South will surely come
off victorious,” This man seemed to be quite an
oracle among them, and hope sprang up in all minds,
that the news just received was all a hoax.

The great calamity it would prove to Bagdad if
the war should end was also discussed, One man
expressed his deep regret by saying:

“ I this news be true, no more cotton and gooda
will be shipped through Bagdad.”

Many like him would have been glad to have
war and bleodshed continued iudelnitely, if they
could coutinue to make money.
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Ag soon as convenient, I went on to Matamoras
and looked for conveyauce to Mouterey, the place
of my destination. While here, news arrived of
the assassination of President Tineoln, and iruly
sad was the intelligence to many learts, I was
mueh gratifiel at the demonstrations made by the
Confederate officer on the other side of the river.
The eommanding general forbade any expressions
of disrespect towards the murdered president, under
penalty of severe punishment.  Sowe fellows, liow-
ever, of the baser sort, did comeover to Matamoras
and hold a mock funcral, which act reccived the
condemnation of Mexicans and Americaus gener-
ally.

After waiting several days, a stage was an-
nounced to start for Monterey, il possible to pet
through the obstacles which obstrncted the way,
No less than three distinet governments were in
existence. Matamoras was In possession of the
Imyperialists, Montevey of the Juarisls, and abont
midway between the two Cortinas had established
his government. T felt some concern about start-
ing under such circumstances, but finally concluded
to do so, and the morning of starling I said to a
friend, * What do you think of my attempt to go
to Monterey 2”7 He replied, “If it was any one
but yourself, I should say it was extremely hazard-
ons; but you scem proof against disaster or acei-
deut.” T started, and was favored in having an
American gentleman for a fellow passenger, who

p - RETH
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very kindly rendered me all necessary assistance,
Our driver, who was a Mexican, proved an expert
in getting through the lines of the different gov-
ernments, and after six days travel we arrived
safely in Monterey. 1 was truly happy, after so

many delays, to find myself in my long-desired
field of labor.
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CHAPTER XVI.

Seeking Protestant head-quarters—No missionary Society had
entered Mexico~The agent of the American Bibie Society
scatlering the Bible—Ifrnits apparenl-——Necersily of a per-
manent Proteatant Mission—Monterey regarded the most
important point—Suitable buildings necessary—Resuolve Lo
come to the United States (or money - Lrip from Maotrte-
rey lo Matamorns—Tuken prisoner by Cortinas—I"avor
found with roblers~Taie of other travelers—" Blue
Coats™ pasy unhurt.

R. HICKIY had been scattering the Bible broad

cast over Northern Mexico for two years, il
preecious fruit was apparent. There were already
muny converts, and we lind reason for believing
that much fruit was waiting to be gathered from
the seed already sown, My impressions were, that
the promising indications justified the permanent
establishment of a Proteslant mission at sowe
point in Northern Mexico. _

Monterey, on account of its commercial interests,
was the most important city of this portion of the
country, containing a population of about forty
thousand inhabitants, It was the center of sirong
Roman Catholic influences, and whether to plant a
mission where Satan’s scat scemed so strongly exn-
trenched, was a vital question,  Some persons who
were acquainted with the prejudices existing there,
sdvised me (o scek a place less under Rowish
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power.  But alter mature deliberation, I camo to
the conclusion that as we must have error to com-
pete with in any lucality to which we might go, it
was as well to attack the strongholds, and “ grap-
ple with the prince of darkness oun his thrane,” by
establishing the truth iu the very heart of his do-
minions.

The weapons we designed to employ were of a
caliber which justified our advanee upon Satan’s
batteries, although glistening with his choicest ar-
tillery:  Availing myself’ of all the information
and counsel possible, after three months investiga-
tion, I decided to fix the head-quarters of Protest-
anlism at Monterey.  In order to secure all neces-
sary advantages, L found we must have a building,
over which we could exercise undisputed control.
Duating the tiree months I had been in Monterey,
I had reuted threc louses, and had to move as
wany times, for as soon as the priests found I was
teaching the Bible, they always found means to
dispossess me of the house. Protestant worship
was kept up by the converls fn their own houses ;
yet, L could sce how greatly it would facilitate the
cause, and give it repute, to have a suitable place
for Divine worship. We needed, also, accommoda-
tions for schools, as I had found these auxiliaries
iudispensable to the prosperity of a Protestunt mis-
sgion. T resolved to cowme to the United States,
which L was happy to know had ended its long
night of war, and see if I could obtain sid for the

11
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erectiou of suilable buildings for the contemplated
mission.

I left Mounterey in August of 65, and it may
not be awiss to give some of the incidents of my
journey by the way.

During my stay in Monterey the Imperialists
had come into power. We retived one night the
subjects of a Republic, and arose the next morning
under the dominion of an Empire—the Republi-
cans quietly evacuating during the night, and the
Imperialists taking posscssion.  Consequently,
Monterey and Mdtamoras were now both under the
game government; but Cortinus still maintained
his reign in the intervening territory, much to the
disquietude of the people, especially to that of trav-
elers. His principal inteution was to harvass the
Maximilian government by cutting off all com-
munication by mail, and bindering tbe transfer of
goods. But he was nowise scrupulons whom
he encountered, provided booty could be ob-
tained.

ITe had assumed the character of a regular
guerrilla chieftain, having under his control about
a thousand desperadocs of like character with him-
self, Tt had become extremely hazardous to travel
through his dominions, and every stage atlewpting
to pass met with portions of his command, and
passengers were dispossessed of every thing they
had, escaping only with their lives. There was no
other way for me to get to the frontier but to pass
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these banditli, as they extended in all directions, g0
as entircly to intercept travel.

I waited some time for more favorable indieations
before T should feel justified in starting. Finally,
a train of merchandise arrived in Monterey rom
Matamoras, having been protected fromn Cortinas’
grasp by a convoy of several hundred IFrench sol-
dicrs, and although constantly beset, it had sue-
cceded in getting threngh.  This convoy was to re-
turn to Matamoras, and it was thought stages
might go along safely under its protection.  There
were two lines of stages, the proprietor of one be-
ing an Anmcrican; that of the other, a Mexican,
The former immediately decided to go, and it was
deemed prudent for some of the merchants to send
along a cousiderabic amount of specie—someé one
hundred thousand dollars or more. Oune million
was first propoesed, but that amount was regarded
quite too hazardons.

I wag invited by the American to go in his stage.
He said to me, “ I mean to get through safely, and
[ wilt see that yon do also.”

Alithough advised to do so by other friends, I
could not -feel willing to go under the protection
of Trench soldiers. My impression was very
strong that the French had no right to be in Mex-
ico, and I felt that T conld not ask God to protect
me by means of these forcign aggressors, DBesides,
I well knew thal Cortinas would be informed of
the valuable prize, and that no efforts would be
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lacking o scoure such a booty. DBullefs would, I

doubted not, be flying from the ambnsh of the ban-

ditti, and T did not choose to put myself in the way
of them.

I declined, from my own personal couvictions,
but sevcral others, who had been waiting for con-
veyance, took passage and left Monterey. The day
after the departure of this stage, the proprietor of
the other liue proposed starting, and going along
without any convoy. 1 nhmmediately coneluded to
go, for quite satisfactory reasons to my own mind,
I the first place, we were requested to take no bag-
gage, therefore we would offer no prize to Cortinas,
Another weighty reason was that the driver was a
Mexican, the same with whom I had fraveled a
fesv months before, and I already knew his powers
of canciliation with his own people, and I had rea-
son to believe that he would prove an experl in
dealing with the ruffians we might have to en-
counter. :

Several olhers coucluded to go, among whom were
two ladies—one a German, the other a Mexican,
My frlends furnished me with all needed supplies
for any emergeney; and one kind friend, who had
made ample provision, s she said, for a sojourn in
Cortiuas’ camp, remurked with much appavent sad-
ness, ““I shonld feel much better about you, if you
had gone with the convoy.” '

At 4 P. M. of the second day after the departure
of the other stage, we started, and, as we passed from
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the outskirts of the eity, I felt conscious of a cou-
voy accompanying us, but not of “ French soldiers.”
Al fear departed, and we traveled on withoub mo-
lestation until the elose of the fifth day. Oeccasion-
ally zome one would say, “ There are the robbers!”
Bul if there, they did not molest us.  We stopped,
intending to remain a few hoavs, bui were informed

‘tliat the convoy had passed only three hours before,

This was regarded a dangevous proximity, as we

- had no desire to share their chances of eseaping Cor-

tinas, Qur driver immediately stacted on another
road (as roads abound in Mexico) and we traveled
all night, excepling a few hours for the mules to
rest.  In the morning we came to a ranch, and upon
inquiry, found we were but a short distance from
the camp of Cortinas{ ‘T'here was no retreat then,
and it was thought much hetter fo go forward than
attempt to evade him, so we went bravely on. Soon
we were meb by a company of Lorsemen, who in-
formed us we must go to the camp ag prisoners.

"Arviving there, wo were told that Cortinas was dis-

{ant some ten miles, and he would have to be brought
before any disposition could be made of us, Our
carriage was driven into the center of a large space,
around which were stationed vast numbers of arraed
men, some on foot and some on lorses, evidently
prepared for any emergency.

Our mules were removed, and we remained sitting
in the stage. Looking about, I saw several men
lying around on the grass cvidently sick., The
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thought immediately struck me: I will try and
alleviate their sufferings, and let these people see I
am 4 friend to them, although their prisoner, Ac-
cordingly, T took some articles of food and choice
delicacies, got out of the carriage, and wailked very
deliberately about among the sick. - Finding some
with a burning fever, I administered to them such
cordialsag I had.  One asked for camphar, which I
regretted, T conld wot give him.  But I felt prati-
fied in imparting even a vay of comfort to suffering
humanity, although to such a rougl ¢lass of human
beings. L returned to the stage, and very soon it
was surrounded by men who locked as if they too
wonld Dike some token of my favor, | disposed of
my ample supply of provisions among them, and
found I was last makivg friends in my new quar-
ters.  Knowing Mexican character so well, I was
perfectly assured I had gained considerable ground
in secaring personal protection iu any emergency in
- which I might be placed.
An officer, who seemed to have charge, rode up,

and I asked him if I had any reason for apprehiend-

ing danger?  He seemed much mortified at my sug-
gestion and replied, “An Amervicau lady shall not
be harmed.” ln about five hours; Cortinas’ np-
proach was heralded by a band of martial musie,
and soon he, with his body-guard, was before ns.
He was the complete persenifieation of a gueilla
chief. Eis Indian face and evil eye, portrayed the
desperate character lie had for many years sustained
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upon the frontier; and we felt any thing but com-
fortable while he sat on his horse in silent con-
templation, evidently considering what he should
do with us. DMy worst apprechensions were that he
would take owr carringe and mules, and leave us
Lelpless in the midst of our journey.

Alter some time of suspense, Cortinas put his
hand upon his stomach, and looking earnestly al us,
gaid, Yo tengo hambree,” (I am lhungry) We
dmmedintely took the hint that he wanted his din-
ner, and we were not slow in bringing our best sup-
plies for the occasion—sending them into a jical
pear by. Cortinas wod his stafl’ weut in, and, after
remaining about hall au hour, cume out, looking
very goud natured, and, afler some conversation with
our driver, gave him a pass, und bade us go in peace.
1 was informed, while in camp, that Cortinas was

.~ going out that night to attack the convoy and stage,

and obtain the money, of which they were perfectly
well informed,  With such a prize in view we were
Jet off as of comparatively small importance, I
felt anxions for the passengers, some of whom I
knew, but conld dv nothing for them, but lift a
prayer to God that their lives might be spaved. _
On account of a quarantine ab Brazos, 1 was de-
tained at Brownsville some four weeks, Greut ap-
prehensions were felt fov the other stagc.‘uml it wus
fully three weeks belore any reliable information
could e obtained of its fate. A courier, at length,
arrived from Moulerey bringing the newa that Cor-
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T;mas d.zd really attack the convoy, killing and tak-
Ing prisoners many of the soldiers, and robbing the
stage of the money, but permitting the 1}&550::1,“01“;
to return to Montercy. | o

An -ex-cnnf'ederate generzl and his aid, who were
traveling in their own carriage, were murdered
while four thousand dollars in gold, and their ]101‘553
and earriage, were taken by Cortinas.

It was said ‘at that time that 2 man with a “ blue
coat” could pass Cortinas’ camp unhurt, while a
“gray coat” would umiformly come up missing.
The attitude which the United States government
assumed in regard to expelling the French from
Mexico, and also the designs of the South toward
Mexico in case of the success of the Confederacy,
were fully understood by the Mexican people. "This
explained the difference of treatment.

e —
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CHAPTER XVIL

Arrive in New York—The American and Foreign Christian
Union approve my plan—No money in their treasury for
Luilding purpoeses --Obliged to make personal rolicitation
from imlividuals— st donation $500—0ther Jiberal con-
tributjons—Crowning donation, $10,000, by one individual
2 Obtined the necessarv amount-—etorned to Monterey—
Rev. Mr. Iickey's denth—Mr. Thomas Westrap appointed
by the B. 8. as successor—Durchased n building for tho
T'solestant mission—To be enlarged and remodcled—Mex-
sean converts woulil make good missionaries—Decided to
employ four—Wrote to the A. & F. C. U. for the means—
No money could be granted—Hesolve to go to the U. 8.
and obtain it—Approved by the Board—Come to N. Y.
Appeal to the Christian ladics~Favorable response by the
badies of llartfurd and Rew Ilaven, Conn.—Bullicient
means ablained for employing cight men fram different
aources—DReturned to Monlerey—Mission house ready for
ocoupancy—Comuissioned thie Bible readera to go forth—
Qacaess of their labora about Monterey.

S soou as the quarantine was raised at Brazos, 1
took the fivst steamer for New Orleans; and
from thence, came by sea to New York, arriving the
first of October. My plan of erceting a church and
school building in Monterey was approved by the
Board of the American and Forcign Chrislian
Union, butno aid from the society could be granted,
as there were no funds in the treasury for building

purposes, I was thrown upon the benevolence of
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individuals, and again was obliged to malke personal
solicitation. The proposition to obtain fiftcen thou-
sand dollars, the amount which T felt the abject. de-
manded, was regarded by the board as somewhat
extravagast, and it was suggested by same of the
members that [ shonld modify my expectations. As
exchange was at that time, fifteen thousand in eur-
rency was only equivalent to ten thousand in specic,
and, T very well knew, that T could not purchase
ar build, as property was estimated in Monterey at
that time, an edifice to answer all necessary purposes
for any less sum than ten thousand dollars. T wag
aware of an improved state of feeling of my Amer-
ican friends toward Mexico, and I fully believed T
should find persons who would contribute liberally.
I started out on the arduous ani trying labor,
and wus most agreeably surprised upon my first ap-
plication to reccive a five huundred dollar donation
from a merchant, T. N. Dule, Isq., of New York.
I continned to realize liberal contributions from
Christiun gentlemen, both in New York and Bos-
ton. But my crowning donation was fen thousand
dollars frem one individual, E. D. Goodrich, Bsq.,
of Boston. This liberality was quite an advance on
what T veceived in my early solicitations for Moxi-
¢o. In former times I was satisfied and thankful
with a “one dollar” donation, and, “not having de-
gpised the day of small things,” the Lord rewarded
me by this remarkable display of bis fuithfulness
and loving kindness. “Be thou faithful over a
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fow things, and I will make thee ruler over many
things.” -

In May of 1866, T had procured in money and
pledges suflicient for my object; and again set my
face. towurd Mexico, truly happy and thanklul to
my kind {riends whe had so generously aided me in
my enlcrprise.

Upon my arrival in Mexico, I found a republic
again, although in an unsettled condition.  Juarez
had rveturned to the capital, and Jaw and order were
being restored as far as possible, under the difficui-
ties which nboanded througliout the eountry.

T renled a hause, opened a school, and began to
loole for a fvorable loeation for building or purchag-
g one already built, and remodéling ity so as to
answer all our demands.  The disteibution of the
Bible was progressing with encomraging prospects,
but iu the midst of Mr, Hickey’s useful lubors, ho
was, in Novewmber, 1866, suddenly vemoved: by
deatlr. Move than a passing tribute is due this man
for liis unwearied labors to circulate the Word of
Tenth among the benighted people of Mexico. . A
valuable friend was lost to the cause of evangelical
religion when this good man was called to .l:ly-(_l[f
his armor for his rest on high,  His name still lives
among this people for whom he lbored, and long
will those hills and valleys swhiah he traversed be
bearing fruit from the preeious seodl he senttered.
The Amcrican Bible Society appointed another

agent, Mr. Thomas Westrp, who also had Mexican
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evangelization at heart, and the work continued to
5O on prosperansly,

A fter some raonths looking, waiting, and counsel-
iqg, I determined upon a location for planting the
first Protestant mission in Northern Mexico, as far
ts mission premises were coneerved.  An edifice,
oceupying a very favorable position in the cily,
formerly buili and owned by a Catholic priest, was
for sale, and which seemerl adapted to our demands.

- I availed nyself of the advice of Judicious persons
who were interested in the m ission, and their opin-
fon corresponding with mine, finally brought me to
the conclusion to make the purchuse. Ihe price L
paid for the properly was regarded by comwpetent
Judges a very low figure for that ime. The man
of whom I purchased was offered the day after he
sold to me, five hundred dollars in gold for the bax-
gain ; but this Mexican, to Lis honaor, replied, “ I
have passed my word to the lady, and she shall
have it.”

Although the building was very well finished for
a Mexican house, yet it required enlarging and
remodeling to answer the triple office of chapel,
schools, and residence. I was recommended to an
Englishman, who was said to be a competent man,
and engaged him, at a fair compensation, to do the
work®  Several months would elapse before the

building would be completed for ocoupancy, and I

* The contract wae made and writings were drawn up by a
eompetent bueinesa man, an American, and friend to the mission.
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Jooked around to sce what work might present it-
self in the meantime,

Clonverts to the Protestant faith had multiplied;
and some of the men, by continued and. devoted
study of the Seriptures, had heeome quit? capa-
ble of instructing their fellow-countrymen in Lhose
truths which they had found precious Lo their own
souls. It oceurred to me that a good working foree
wight be made out of those M(:xi{:au converts, for
propagating the Gospel in Mexico. Indeed, I.be-
lieved that they were beiter prepared for e.fﬁment.
service than any foreign missionarics Who might be
brought upon the field, who, of course, would be
entirely unacquainted with the peculiarities of Mex-
toan character and customs, Although unlearned
in any of the sciences, cxeept what they had !earncd
from the Bible, I doubted not that thcy'mlght‘ be
able to explain salvation by Christ, to tue saving

" many souls. . .
Oii]:h()m gelected four of the converts, and asked
them if they would be willing to 8o out among
their people abroad and preach C]ll’-lst. "

They said they would like to 'do 11? but they ml
their families to support by thm‘r daily lai‘)or, and,

consequently, could not give f,hmr whole'hifne. N

T inquired the amount required for their :t’r:u tes,

‘They said, “ About thirty dotlars a mcmth..1 .

T then put the question, “ If I will provide l01'
your families, will you give all your time to tl@

spread of the Gos_-.pe] 9

*>
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' ‘Ijhey answered in the affirmative, but wished it
distinctly uuderstood that they would not be paid
for preaching the Gospel; for, said they, “that
must be without money, and without price.”’

- The matter being settled with then salisficto-
r}ly, I wiote to the American and Foreign Chris-
tian Ul]i()ﬂ, asking for the means of putting these
men into the field, whieh ¢ was already white for the
harvest.” T received the reply that ne money could
be granted for the proposed work, as their treasury
was already overdrawn for work in other ]un.ds
But conld such a work as that presented to me b(;
relinquished because of this refusal
. Must souls, {for whom Clirist died, be left to per-
ish in Mexico for the want of money? Nay, veril
I will get it. Ile who has declared “the siI:’(e ' :nii
the gold to be his,” will surely unlock the IIC{Ll'lS;
of liis people to furnish the means, that His name

may be glorified in the salvation of souls even ju
Mexico. So I took my life again in my hand, or
rather put it into the hands of my long-'tried ].;re—
- server, and performed another hazardous journey
out of Mexico, arriving in New York in May
1867. ,
M): course was approved by the Society, and {full
permission was granted me for making independent
solicitations for my object. I did not think proper
to go to the churches, as most of them were already
contributing to the Union, but decided to appeal to
the Christinu women of the land to aid in sending
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ont these native teachers of the Gospel in Mex-
ico.

Nor did wmy decision prove a vain speculation.
While waiting in New Yorl for Divine direction
I received @ lelter from the ladies of Hartford,
Conn., inviting me to come there and give sowe
account of the work in Mexieo, Regarding the
invitation as a hopeful indication of Gad’s provi-
denee, 1 Dastened o comply. A mecting was
called, and 1 found an appreciative awdieuce,
These Cliristian ladics took the mensure of my
purpose, heartily indorsing the plan, and came for-
ward and pledged one thousand dollars annually
for the support ol native Bible-readers and colpor-
tears in Moxico. With letters of recommenda-
tion, T went to New ITaven, Conn,, and a similar
meeting was ealled, and another thousand dollars
lyl(wtlgcci. Need T enlarge upou the emotiotta of

ratitnde which sprang up in my heart at this no-
ble demonstration of woman’s love for the work of
hor Divine Master? I felt like applying those pre-
cious words which our Savionr used in regard to
the services of one of old: “ Wlheresover the gospel
is preached Ihroughout the whole world, this that
ihese women lave done shall be spoken of ns a
memortal of them,”? Traly, T thanked God and
ook contayze, believing I should yet sea the Gospel
preached jn Mexico by the Mexican Nmnselv?a.

Ag the time for my rcturn had not arrived, I
concluded to continue my solicitation and obtain
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money for putting more native converts iuto the
worl, as T knew they might be found, T visited
some other places in New England and in the Slate
of New York, and from the Christian Jadies T ob-
tained, after a few months, sufficient funds for em-
ploying seven or ecight men.

With cxultant hopes, I refurned and found my
building ready for occupaney. Tu it we commenced
public worship on the Sabbath, holding also two
meetings a week; and I opened a school for Mex-
ican girls. As soon as practicahle, T gathered to-
gether my missionary band of native laborers, send-
ing them out two and two, as our Saviour sent out
the early diseiples. This accorded with their views,
as they believed the ¢xawmples of Sevipinre to be
their only guide. The Bible, distributed by the
Society’s agents, had prepared the way, and many
souls were longing for more light and iustruction.

The morning of their starting out upon the work,
when they came for their instructions, I noticed (wo
of the youngest men looked troubled, and I inquired
the canse.

They said they were afraid they would meet witl
opposers, and that thev might not be able to refute
arguments which enemics might bring against the
Bible; particularly they feaved a priest whom they
expected to envounter in the way,

I read to them the tenth chapter of Luke, in
which is the account of Christ sending out the sev-
enty, and drew their attention to the expression,
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¢ and he sent them tswo and two before his face in-
to every city aud place, whither he himself would
come,” particularly the Jast clause, I said ta them,
¢ You are going out in Clirist’s name to preach
1lis Gospel, and you may expect His presence and
blessing as he has promised.” Their confidence
scemed to be renewed, and they cheerfully took
theiv bundle of books and departed.

Need I say this was an auspicions morning lo
me?  As thesc messengers of w pure Gospel went
forth to dispense light and truth in that dark papal
land, my heart burst forth in jayful exclamations
in Lehalf of Mexico: “ Arise, shine; for thy light
is come, and the glory of the Lord is risen upon
thee.”

At the close of the montlh they all returned, each
with a favorable report,  They had been kindly re-
ceived and entectained for the valnable instractions
they were able to impart.  Those two young nien
who went forth trembling came back rejoicing,
saying, * Every one whom we met listened to our -
teachings without any opposition ; and even the
Jriest whom we so much dreaded said no harm of
the Bible.” .

I turned to the seene of the return ol Christ’s .
laborers and rcad of the seventy returning again
with joy, saying,  Lord, even the devils are aub-
ject unto us through thy name.”

Thus these men eontinued, from month to month,
yersing the country within the cirele of one hun-

12

ira
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dred miles around Monterey, teaching and preach-

ing the things concerning the Lkingdom of Qod
Lhey went from house to house aud from rancel to

r:mclf, and many souls were bronght out of durk-
ness 1nto the light and liberty of the Gospel.

.
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CIIAPTER XVIIL

Regions beyond—=Send Bible-readers to the State of Zacatecan—
nluenee of an American gentleman—Clurch organized at
Cos—Letter from the " Christian Warld,” giving the re
sults of the Inbars of Lhiese Bible-readers—Mr, Westrup,
Bible agent, baptizes forly converts—Thia mimion waa
transferred, in 1871, by the A. & ¥, , U, to the Presby- -
terivn Board of Missions—Converts mulliply in Monlerey
and vicinity—Lelters writlen to the ** Christian World -~
Details af the work-—Interesting incidents—The pricals
discomfiled—An open Lible their dread—Varioun disturb-
ances—Our Bible-readers persevere, '

{EELING we must penetrate “the regions he-
L yond,” I coveluded to send two of the laborers
inlo the State of Zacateens, a distance of some three
or four hundred miles. T selected the two young
men already mentioned, who, with two of the Bi-
ble Suciety’s colporteurs, went forth dispensing the
Gospel on their entire route. Arviving at a place
called Villa de Cos, they remained for several
weeks, teaching and preaching with great success.
The State of Zacaleeas had been highly favored by
the residence of an Ameriean, a decided Christian
gentleman, for some ycars, whose influence, no
doubt, hiad prepared the way somewhat for the ve-
markable fruits which resulted from the labors of
onr native Bible-readers. '

Perbaps I ean not better present ihe aspect of



140 TWENTY YEARS AMONG THE MEXTCANS.

the work at that time than by inserting a letter
published in the December number, 1868, of the
“Christian World,” organ of the A. & . . U.
It was wrillen by a gentleman occupying a distin-
guished political and social position, a vesident of
Zucatecas.  The letter wos dated Cos, July 4, 1868.
Ie says: '

“I believe that it will be satisfactory for you to
know the development which the religious senti-

ment is undergoing in this country ; and how true
it i3, as we have considered, that if evangelical

niinisters would come to laboc here, the light of
truth would rapidly spread abroad and diminish
the influence of that fanaticisny which the Romish
clergy has cstablished. In couscquence of some
sellers of Bibles and other religious books, having
come here from Monterey, public attention lias heen
awakened in a lively manner, Ce .
Several persons interested by the simple reading
“of the Scriptures, united for the purpose of dili-
-gently studying them, At first, they were few,
but have gradually increased, until, on the arrival
of Mr. Westrnp, Bible agent, about forty received
Daptism (by pouring), and partook of the com-
munion, aceording to the Protestant sense of it, as
a solemn memorial of the sacrifice of Christ.
“#Did you anticipate any thing of this kind?
Probably not; knowing as you do, the terrible
influence of our clergy, who nuw, however are as-
tonished at the wide breach that has been opened
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in their dominion. Bebold then, how, at the first
gleam of light over these regions, we discover that
the soil is fertile, and only requires intelligent work-
men (o cultivate it in order to utterly east down that
sacerdotal rule which has occasioned such untold
evils in this country, degrading and demoralizing
its inhabitants.”

Among the number who professed conversion,
were two highly educated Mexican men—a father
and sou, who, upon the departure of our Bible-
readers, took up the work aud continued to carry it
forward suneecessfully.  They soon started a periodi-
cal, called “The Evangelieal Torch,” a paper which
cirenlated quite extensively, cnlightening publio
sentiment generally, and valiantly defended the
Truth against the most violent opposers. 1 take
the liberty of continuing a brief history of this work
in Zacatecas.

Two years after this work commenced, there was
& membership of the chureh, of ene hundred and
seventy members, and an edifice bad been erected,
mainly by the Mexicans themselves. In 1871, an
argent request was made to the American and
Forcign Christian Union for a forcign missionary.
This Board could not furnish a man who could spenk
the Spanish, and the Presbyterian Board of Missions
having a man who had labored in South Americ:‘l,
whom they could put immediately into the field, it
was thought best by the A. & T. C. U. to transfer
the Mission to the Presbyterian Board; and since
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November of 1871 * this mission has been under
their avspices, and I am happy to know is receiv-
ing a good share of prosperity.

But to return to the mission of Monterey and its
vieinity. DPorhaps I can net better exhibit the ns-
peet of the work, as it presented itself at that time,
than to copy some af the letters | wrote, which were
published in the * Christian World.”

To a disinterested observer, I doubt not, my des-
eriptions may appear somewhat embellished, but
some degree of allowance Jm::y be marde for my stand-
point.  Having looked upon Mexico years before,
shut up in papal davkness, with scarcely a ray of
hope, how could T feel otherwise than joyful and
exultant at the manifest evidence of the power of
trath over superstition and error?

Would the military soldier who had skirmished
long upon the outskirts of the cnemy’s country,
with scarcely any human hope of ever getting a {oot-
hold, feel otherwise than exultant when he plants
himsetf in (he heart of that Jand, and finds all bar-
riers to his permanent occupaucy gradually disap-
peacing? T am swre not.  But to the letters: The
following is dated, Monterey, Decerber, 1868:

“ Not sinee the glorious days of Martin Luther,
in which divine truth elcctrified the blinded subjects
of the apostate church iuto a new life, basthere been

*0On account of a revolulion in Mcxico, missionaries were
not gent nniil November, 1872,
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a more remarkable exemplification of its potency than
we are witnessing at the present time in Mexico. Tt
is truly gratifying tosce with what satisfaction these
tong deluded followers of RRome take the precious
truths of God’s Word into their inmost Licarts,

“All agesand eonditionsare alike influenced by its
transforming power. A man who had been a terror
to the country around, by his savage conduct, has
been so changed that he has the spitit of a lnmb,
His wife, who was often obliged to hide herself to
eseape his beatings, providentially met with a poor
girl, whohad become a convert to the truth, to whom
she related the brutal treatment she frequently re-
ceived from her hushand.  This girl told her of the
religion which the Bible tanght) in which husbands
were commanded “to love theiv wives aud be not
bitter against thew.”  The unfortunate woman was
foreibly struele with the blessedness of such a relig-
iorr, and begged the girl to get the book which
confained it, and possibly she nught prevail upon
hor husband to read it.  The givl had no Bible her-
self, as she could not read, but had heard what sbe
told the woman at the Protestant mecting.

“ A Mexiem woman, who was & Christian, was
urged to come and read the Bible to her husband,
And strange to say, the savage man listened with at-
tention to this Rrst knowledge hie had ever received
from God’s Word, He beeame deeply interested,
and after abandoning one sin after another, he hns
become entirely a changed man in heart and con-
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duct. Assoon as his mind began to be enlightened
he torc down his images, with which his liouse
abounded, and threw them away. His own lan-
guage to one of our colporteurs soon after this great
change, was: ‘We have been taught to worship
devils instead of God. The charch of Rome is as
different from the charch of Chrisi, as hell is from
heaven. How beautiful is the religion of Christ.

“His wife also rejoices in the truth. 1t is now
three months since his conversion, and lic scems to
be growing more and more sensible of the great sin-
filness of Lis past life, and the great obligation he
is under to God for snatching him “as a brand from
* the burning.’

“'Wherever our Bible-readers go, souls are hrought
into the kingdom. Two went, two weeks ago, to
Montemoreles, a town of some thousands of souls.
They write me, ‘ Never have we seen a people so
desirous to hear the truth, as contained in the lioly
Scriptures. Scarcely can we get time to cat and
sleep, 50 anxious are they to hear our readings in
God’s Word. Several have professed conversion,
and given evidence that {liey ave born again.
Among the pumber is an aged woman of sixty-nine,
and a boy of thirteen years. Two men who threat-
ened to shaot the colporteurs if they came there
with their Bibles, are now sitting at the feef of Jedus
in their vight minds? That Mexico is xipe for the
Gospel, facts in abundance plainly show. And that
God is most wonderfully raisivg up native agencies
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to cultivate this promising field, is cqually evi-
dent”

In connection with this Jetter, wrilten 1868, I
will insert an extract from the © Missionary Hcr-
ald” (mg.m of the A. B. C. F. M) of I'ebmnry,_
1875, in which is made mention of the mission in
Montemoreles. T desive to do this to show to my
readers that this carly work of native Bible-read-
ers was not evanescent, but has proven by its fruits
to be genuine Gospel work. But to the ex-
tract :

“In October (1874) Mr. Herrick again visited
several ont-stations, At Montemoreles seven per-
sons were received to the churcly, three of them
heads of fumilics, My, Ierrick says no other one
of their chnrches is increasing in numbers so fast
as that of Meontemoreles, and he thinks the con-
verts are of a worthy elass.”

In another letter of 1868 which T copy from the
“Christian World”? T said: % Although I wrote a
short time ago, yet I (rust another communiecation
from me and Bexico will not come amiss. Inci-
dents of an inferesting character are taking pince
among us which T think can not fail to interest
you. The Gospel has token root in Mexico, and
is producing fruits truly delightful.  Never, in any
land of papal darkness, has the Word of God
shown ilself to ‘be sharper than a two-edged
aword ’ with more certainty than in Mexico~a
country where the ‘mystery of iniquity’ hos so

13
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long prevailed, and the ¢wicked’ one has o
boldly revealed himself, “even him whose coming
has been after the worlking of Satan, with all power
and lying wonders.” "The people who have so loug
- groaited under the oppressive yoke of ihat false
system, are Lappy in finding a religion more toler-
ant in its demauds.

“Those who have embraced the religion of the
Bible acknowledge the freecdom which the Truth
bas given them. 1 met, yesterday, with an oll
man of seventy years, who has veceutly been con-
verted, His face beamed with happiness as I asked
him: ¢You find this wew religion pleasant, do
you?’ He replied, ‘Oh, yes, there is no yoke
but is easy, and ne burden but is light.’

¢« He came in from a small village, about forty
miles from Mouterey. e informed me that
twelve persons, within a few months, Lhad em-
braced the Gospel, and were rejoicing in it,  Four
of his own family, besides himself, were among the
number, This work of grace was wrought through
the instrumentality of a ninn, (Mexican), who was
converted sbout & year ago in Cadereyta.  Who
can doubt that this man is called to preach Christ,
when such fruits are manifest? I lave never wit-
nessed -a worke more truly evangelical, or seen more
correct examples of true evangelists than we have
among the Mexican converts.

“ Last Sabbath there came into our Sunday-school
two young wen, who evideutly, by their manner,
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came for the purpose of caviling, and turning our
religion inte ridicule.  The superintendent met
them at the door, asked them to take scats, and st
down by their side. After some little hesitation,
one of them very impertinently inqguired, ¢ What
do you call yourselves? Methodists, Episcopaliaus,
Baptists, or Presbyterians?’  The superintendent
very pleasantly replied, ¢ We call purselves Chiis-
tians.’

“'The other visitor then inguived respeeting our
belief. Ile was answered by being shown the third
chapter of John’s Gospel, whieh he was requested
to read. T observed his connterance changed while
reading the solemin declarations of our Savior ve-
specling the necessity of being “born again,” in
order 1o become a trne Christian and At for the
kingdom of heaven.  Tmmediately npon getting
through they arose, saying, ¢ We will come again,”
and politely withdrew. What strnck me most
foreibly was the manner in which their imperti-
nenee was met.

“ Their appearance indicated that they belonged
to the first class of society, They were no doubt
champions of the Roman Catholie religion, but the
simple truths of God’s Word conipletely disnrmed
them, and T could readily account for the wonder-
ful success whieh crowns the Iabors of these con-
verled Moexicans. They present the truth as it is
in Jesus, and it does not fail of its legitimate re-
sults, They find po better arguments than onr
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Savior’s own most blessed words, and upon them
they rely.”

In another Ietter T say: “ Qur Bible-readers are
traveling over these hills and mountains, {eaching
by the way-side, in the vanches, villages, and cities,
wherever they can find people to hear them, and it
19 rare that they find the peanle otherwise than

anxious to hear something about the new religion,

of which they have alreaZy an indistinet account.
Some cxpress the grealest surprise that the Prot-
estants teach such good things, as they had Lecn
told by the priests to avoid Profestant leachings
more than murder or any other terrible crime.
“The spivit of conlroversy is searecly found
among them. Particular subijects, npan which they
had relied for the support of their religion, are
broughit forward for explanation. Tor instance, a
Bible reader was asked to explain how the words
of Christ conld be understood s0 as not (e have it
appear that Pefer was the rock uwpon which the
church was built. It was explained to the satisfac-
tion of the inquirers that Christ was the chief cor-
ner-stone, and thaf he referred to himself, and not
to Peter, when he said, ‘Upon this rock will 1
build my church,” Six intelligent Mexicans were
present, all of whom expressed the utmost gratifi-
cation that this sirong bulwark of the papacy was
so easily removed. Does it not appear evident
that the papal power sits loosely upon these people?
The Mexicans have been steeped and dyed in the
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Roman Catholic religion, and no longer than a
dozen years age Satan sat andisturbed upon his
throne, with ¢ pates of brass,” and bars of iron, en-
compassing  the misernble subjects of hLis king-
dom. '

“But lo! God's Word found its way iuie these
dark regions, and revealed to these priest-bound
people that human law had no right to enslave the
conseiences of God’s accountable ereatures.  These
long enslaved subjects of papal deminien arose en
masse, and, after years of desperate struggle, oh-
tained religious freedom. Satan’s kingdom now
totters, never again to be re-cstablished in Mexico.

“ Iafforts have been made to restore again the
supremacy of the Romish religion; but foreign
bayonets and imperial power proved inadequate be-
fore Lthie purpose of a determined people.  The prin-
ciples of rcligious freedom have taken such firm

hold of the Mexican.people, that no papal shackles

can ever again enslave them.  As well may the ele-
ments be stayed Dy human cfforts, as the progress
of truth be resisted when it gets firmly fixed in the
mind, The Word of God can pot be bound, and
will mot be, uutil Mexico is brought lo know its
truths in all theiv saving power. May the Lord
basten it in his owu good time."

A subsequent letter shiows some of the annoy-
ances to whicl we were subject at this period, prov-
ing Uhat somebody was gelting his tocs stepped on,
The letter says:
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“ Rome, every now and then, gets much disturbed,
and does all in her power to overthrow the religion
of the Biblein Mexico. She has had several severe
throes in Monterey since this building has been de-
voted to Protestant worship. - During the bishop’s
recent visit, every means were used to disturh onr
worship, and had we occupied premises of whicl we
could have been dispossessed, we should have been,
in all probability, driven ont. But we sat seenrcly
““under our own vine and fig tree,” aud let Satan
roar without, until he apparently came to the eon-
clusion that we could not be moved, and finally
ceased his clamor. .

“Romanism still lives in Mexico, but seems to
have lost mueh of her subtilty, for in her attempts
to oppose Trutl: she often defeats her own il de-
signs, About two months ago, two of our Bible
readers entered the city of Durango, with their
Bibles and other printed truth. The priests stirred
up the populace against them to such a degree that
their lives were in imminent danger. The order
from these spiritual overseers was, * Stop these hor-
ctical teachings or do away with the men.” Un-
daunted by their threats, our men appealed (o the
authorities, and a guard of soldiers was immediately
sent to their protection, and they continved their
teachings to numbers of people desirous of learning
the truth. The Alealde told them “to preach to
their heart’s content, and i a regiment of soldiers
was neeessary for their safety, it should be granted.’

E S S g ——
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“ Popery is evidently shorn of its most potent
element—ihe power of coercion—and its former
plory has in a great measure departed.  In propor-
tion as a pure Christiauity is prapagated, in the
same ralio its hold on the hearts of the people be-
comes relaxed.

“As the strongholds of that apostate ehurch are
being broken down, ‘the leaves which are for the
healing of the nations,” are especially needed. The
Americau Tract Society’s publications are in great
demand ; the prinéed trutl, scattered broadeast aver
the country in the wake of the Bible, is now im-
peratively required.  God has most wonderfully
raised up agencies on the field for seattering the
seeds of Divine Truth, and “ the wilderness and the
solitary place’ are being made glad by the heralds
of the Gospel, who are being sent out to procluim
its truths,

¢« With due self~distrust and humility, they seem
fully aware of their utter inability to do any good
of themselves. Their dependence is upon their
Divine Master, who, they confidently believe, calls
them forth in his work. I trust the Christian Ja-
dies who Lave so nobly undertaken the support of
these heralds of {le cross, will not fail nor be dis-
couraged until truth is established in this dark

jand.”
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CHAPTER XIX.

Mission commenced in the City of Mexico~Bibles had been
eirenlated by the British Bible Society-—Rev, Henry C,
Liley sent by the A. & F. C. U.~Ilis view of the work
and success—Letter from an Eng}isiuna'n——Fields whitt;
for the harvest,

NOT o.nly had I oceasion for rejoicing over the
promising aspect of the work in Northern
Mexi'co, but from other parts of the country came
cheering tidings.  In 1869, Rev. Henry C, Riley
was gent by the American and Foreign Chvistian
to the City of Mexico. Mr, Riley had spent much
of his life in South America, consequently was well
acquainted with the Spanish language, and also of
Spanish chavacter ; besides, was a Cliistian gentle-
man eminently qualified to inaugurate and divect a
Protestant mission in this important field. My R,
had, for some time previous, ministered to a-churel
in New York city composed of Spanish speaking
people.  In the suminer of 1868, T was in New
York, and met Mr. Riley, who had long lbeen a
personal friend.  Our meeting was in the Bible
Honse, and after the nsual salutatious, he said {o
me, “ Miss Rankin, why do you not go to the City
of Mexico, where there are two hundred thousand
souls, instead of Iaboring in Monterey of only about
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forty thousand 7”1 replied that L felt I was in
the field to which God’y providence had called me;
besides I thought forty thousand souls a goodly
nuniber to labor for, I then put the guestion, “Mr.
Riley, why do you not go to the City of Mexico?”
“ Ofy,” suid he, “ I can not leave my Spanish chuych
in New York; only yesterday a Cuaban lady really
wepb because she had hewrd a vepert that T waus
going toleave.”  “THow large a cliureh and congre-
gation have you???  “About two or three hundred.”
“ But, Mr. Riley, can you feel justified in remain-
ing hiere and preaching to a few hundred people
who are surrounded with Gospel privileges, when
you might go to the City of Mexico where there
are two hundred thousaund souls without one Gospel
preacher?” My, R. east bis eyes toward-the floor,
and stood without speaking for several minutes;
then Jooking up with a cheevful face, said, *“ Miss
Rankin, T will go. Next August you will lear from
me in the City of Mexico? We purted; and sure
enough, T heard from Mr. Riley, at the proposed
tine, from the City of Mexico, and now lel us liear,
wlhat he says of his new ficld of Jabor, I quote:

“There is a perfect hurvicane of Urotestant feel-
ing raging against the Romun chureh. I feel much
as if T had suddenly found myself in the time of
the Reformation. The great thing for us to do is
to plant Christian ehurches and iustitutions here as
rapidly as possible.

“Tong have these native Christians looked to
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their brethren in the United States in hope. May
they now have their hopes realized. If the Amer-
ican Chureh will make an effort worthy of the op-
portunity Christ has given them in this land, Mex-
ico might write one of the brightest and most deeply
intercsting pages in missionary history in the course
of the next few years.” *

This view of Mr, Riley, I belicve, was not. un-

grounded enthusiasm, but the result of impressions

suggested by the actual manifestations of the ficld.
It appearcd fully evident that the IToly Spirit was
brooding over that whole land, and that only the
proper means need be used for Him to descend with
all his healivg power into the hearts of mullitudes
of Mexican people, whe had become utterly dis-
gusted with the religion of Rome, and were waiting
for a religion betfer adapted to the wantg of their
immortal natures.

To show that others saw things highly encourag-
ing, L will copy a letter writien to the * Christian
World” by an English gentleman, who had been
for many years a resident of Mexico. As some of
the representations made by Mr. Riley and myself
have been regarded as somewhat “rose-coloved,” I
hope that the opinjons of this staid Englishman
may serve to remove the imputation and corroborate
our statements of the circumstances of these veedy,

*In two years after Mr. R, went lo Mexico he had a church
in the city of 400 members, and this misston became really {le
most important in the whole conntry, and continues to be ro.

_...-#
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waiting people. This letler was dated, City of
Mexico, May 17, 1869. It suys:

“ Ty is impossible to look at the present state of
this country, (Mexico) without being sensible that
now is the appeinted time for every servant of t.he
most high—for every believer in the blessed Savior
—for every Christian to exert himself to the utmost
Lo assist these wuhappy prople, who are now ready
and anzious to recuive the ghad tidings of the Gos-
pel. 1f the Christian brethiren of the Uniled States
could see what 1 sce, and feel what I feel, when -I
attend the meetings of the cvangelical bretheen ; if
they could sce the more than two hundred persons
united in supplicating God, in rea('l'lng and llcar_lng
the Gospel, in singing the expressive and bcant}ful
vith a manfully intense feeling of devotion,
they would be convineed Uhat t-hcre is no country
which requives or deserves their a.ssms.lance moire
than this. Much has already been attained by tn’e:
offorts of some earnest Jaborers in the good cause.
* * * * * * &

‘he arrival of Rev. H. €. Riley has given a
fuether stimulus to these Juborers in the vincyard,
since he has shown s how to dir.ect. vur efforts, and
by teaching the children to sing, has perfeeted
our mode of worship, and nearly doubled our con-

regation. . .
¢ ¢ Phere ave alrecady five or siX congregations
1 ]——either far preach-

1 i for alic
which are calling loudly . _
ors or books. The former 1s very difficult to pro-

h_y nns 3
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cure, and the latter are required by thousands.
A‘Lfter reading one, they beg more earnestly for more.
'll'my‘see the Bible quoted in them, and their curi-
asity is excited, and their consciences are awakened,
The.y Inquire, © Can these things be so?’ They get
the Bible to examine.” ¢
“Consider 4 populatien of eight millions of souls
f:o be saved—nearly all willing, and thousands anx-
lons to learn the way to cternal fife, which they will
by reading these books, and thus be led to the study
of the Scriptures. Tt is impossilde for me to find
words to express the profound convietion which 1

feel, that now is the appointed time to introduce the
true worship.”

4

““Laborers, artisans, and even soldiers attend our
meetings. They. are poor, and, therefore, more
willing ta turn to Christ; ave unlearned l:u,t learn
ell that is necessary for salvation in the i?r'ble and
the tracts which assist in wnderstanding it, JMay
our Heavenly Father incline your liearts to help us.”

.. .
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CHAPTER XX.

QOrganization af Societics—Irangetical Society of Oaxaen, ulse
one at Saltillo—~The Iatter place not occupicd—Should be,
by o P'rolestant missionary—Iound it necessary lo have
the work albont Menterey properly organized—Proenred
the services of Hev. John Beveridge—11e very soon orgun-
ized four churclhies—3dr, Weslrup deciiles to become s
Baptist—The majority of Mexican converts decide not to
go with him—TFutile attempts io move them—Oridination
of two ministersi—Two more churches orpganized—Eight
schools in operation—Opening fields in the “regions be-

yond.”

T was quite common for Mexicans, at this
periad, after obiaining some knowledge of tho
Bible to organize ¢ Societics” for the purpose of
mutual instruction. The feeling seemed to prevail
that something miust be done as 2 manifestation of
their utter disaffection toward the Church of Rome,
and as an earnest expression of desire for some-
thing better.
I will insert an article which wag published at
that time, styled “An Invitation.” It was dated

“0axAcA, May 24, 1568,
“Bins:
 Jesus Christ, in cstablishin% his religion, had
for hig object the moralization of mankind, and we
know how much civilization has already ml_vauced
in consequence of the promulgation of His doc-
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trines, both in Europe and America. But jn Mex-
ico our eonquerors bronght us Catholicism—iliat is,
the doctrine of Jesus Christ disfigured—fitied
rather to brutalize than to moralize and civilizo.
Now, that beautiful system of free examination is
presented to us—a system which so well harumon-
izes with the democracy that rules ns—the doo-
trincs of Jesus Christ should be at once adopted
without any mixture or interpretation, but pure as
they came forth from His Divine hips. We ought
to do this, becanse we sce thai the nations ihat have
done this are those in the vanguard of civilization,
England in Turope, and the United States in
America,

“ Look at our country !  What las Catholicism
done for us? Fransformed the greater part of our
people into fanaties, ignorant and foolish, and the
rest iuto indifferent philosophers. ., . . "There-
fore every Mexican who desires the good of his
country should labor by every means within hig
reach that every shadow of retrogression disappear.

“In order to obtain-it, and that all this may
not be purely visionary, it is neeessary to establish
a society which has for its object to instruet us in
the doetrine of Jesus Christ; having its meetings
on the Subbath; and its seeretary to open com-
munication with other socicties of this kind.

““ This society, once established, liberty of swor-
ship in Oaxaca will be a reality, and, withous
doubt, if we are firm, consistent, and self-denying,
our people will progress,”

Apother similar Society was formed in Saltillo,
capital of Cohahuila, neighboring state of Nuevo
Leon, called the “Socicty of Artezans,” showing

dkg
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the first steps of this great movenient ‘toward a
pure Christisuity. Tts operations ha.d ]rcqufznt]’y
come to my notice through the Bible Socrety.s
acent, who had sometimes addressed them at their
1:(_!(-.tings. Three or four years 'after 1 went to
Muuterey, 1 received a letter, sigmed by twfiniy
men, expressing the desire that I situuld sone au.
evangelical minister to instruct t.hCI}l in thcs-r (llllt?]f,
also, asking for some books treating particular ty
upon the Bible. They gave me q.ulte an elaborate
description of their origin and design.

Their breaking away from the Clu-lrch of Rome,
it seemed, oveurred several years prior to the pro-
dlamation of religious liberty in Mexico, and wag
produced by the reading of a Bible procurcd_ frow
n German Protesiant (the same man w.hom I 'had
supplied in 1857 and 758), and .had Lheir mc‘ehtn{,(;]s
secretly until liberty of conscience was gr.l;le ,
after which their operations were publie. ‘u;-y
had established and supported several schools, from

which the Catholic catechism was excluded and the

i ag substiluted.

BllIﬂec:wvmj}licd with their request for books, but
could not send them a minister. I regret to stz.ll;
that Saltillo has never been permanently occ_us){)el

by a Protestant missionary *——-thus.far, no suitu te
mat eould be obtained. Many thmgs conspire )
ren(].er Saltillo a highly important missionary cen-

# Rev. Mr. Park, an independent missionary, went there In
1869, but staid only o short time.
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ter, and I bhope it may soon become the seat of
powerflul Protestant influences through ihe agency
of some missionary Board.

In 1869 T became convinced (hat our converts in
and aboub Monterey should become properly organ--
ized into churches. Hitherto, eongregations had
been collected for worship, and men had Dbeen
chosen and set apart for administering {he sacra-
ments. Rev, Mr, Hickey, the second Bible agent
in Northern Mexico, administered the frst baptisms
by immersion, as that mode corresponded with the
belief of the ““ Plymouth Brethren,” of whose So-
ciety he was a member. After bis death, his sue-
cessor, Mr. Thomas Westrup, beptized converts
both by immersion and by pouring water upon the
head. At Villa ile Cas, forty were baptized by the
Iatter mode by Mr. Westrup.

In the early part of 69 I was obliged to come
to the United States to procure funds for the mig-
gion, and before leaving I nsked Mr, Westrap, who
was then agent of the Bible Society, if he would
draw up a “ Confession of Faith,” embracing the
main articles of belief of onr Mexican converts,
remarking that I was frequently inquired of re-
specting their doetrines, and I wished for some-

thing to show which might satisfy the inquirers,

I added, also, I wished it more particalarly on
his (Mr. Westrup’s) account, as I knew the Bible
Bociety felt somewliat apprehensive that he might
be introducing something of a denominational
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character to his labors; his duty being, accordir.g ta
established rules, the distribution of the Bible,
without mnote or comment. Mr. Westrup very
willingly acceded to my request, and (.ll‘e\:r‘ up a
confossion of faith, to which he sm‘d,l every
Mexican convert would subseribe,” adlmt!;mg three
modes of baptism, Sl!l‘illl{]il.lg, immers;‘?x.], and
pouting, stuting most emphaticaily that “1mpor-
tance was not altached to the mode.”

T was satisfied with the document, and broaight
it on to New York, showing it to the Afnerlcan
and Forcign Christian Union, and to the Bible S}o-
clety, and cntire satisfaction was expressed by the
officers of those Boards.

I had been in New Yorls about two mon.ths when 1
received a letter from Mr. Westrup, stating that he
was under the neeessily of informingme that he lull)d
changed liis mind since my departure upon the sub-

-~ jeot of baptism. Te saidd, he and all the converts

. P
Lind decided to become Baptists, and ﬂlflt “Iu,nce-
forth the Mexican churches swould practice immer-.
and commune only with those who were

sion only, ¢ !
thus bnlft’ize( 7 T immediately wrote a reply, thal

“my object had been Lo bl‘il.lg souls t.o Cln'llst. ;}1
Mexico, aud thal, in th?‘, choice of ﬂ,l}eermOc ;;8_
Daptism, I had no dictation to make.. _(;aistim
sionary of the Americ-un and Fot‘e}gn 11;n o
Union, 1 had not the right of opposing a {p ;
chureh being formed of the Mexican converis.

closed my letter by saying, 1 commit thie impariant

14



162 TWENTY YEARS AMONG TILE MEXICANS.

matter to the Great Head of the Chureh” There
I left it, feeling no particular anxiety about the
matter, if souls could only be saved, and contirued
my work of collecting fiunds for the mission. Some-
times the thouglht occurred, “ Why sh:ould I labor to
bring souls to Clrist with whom I ean not be per-
mitied to commune at His table?”

But my prevailing impression was, that Mr,
Westrup was laboring under a very great misappre-
hension in regard to the sentiments of our Mexican
F’lu‘istians. Althangl there wore some who preferred
immersion, yet I well knew they had by voluntary
and united consent, entirely abandoned the doctrine
of elose commwunion, which Mr. Hickey had instituted.

-After we occupied the mission house, the communion
was open to all who loved our Lord Jesus Christ.
I could not believe that they would consent to be
trammeled again. Their idea was that they had
always been subjected to forms in the Romish
chiurch, and they utterly rejected any thing that
.suvored of exclusiveness or uncharitableness. Their
greab desire, I knew, was to profess Christ in a man-
ner which would bring them into fellowship with all
His true people.

Iu. my eommuunications to Monterey, 1 made no
allusion to the subject, merely giving instructions to
my colporteurs and teachers, and the wark went on
as usual.  After some three months, I received a
letter {'rom the person whom I had left in charge
there, inquiring, “ Why do you not say SOIDGt]]il;g

H
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about thie Baptist question, as [ know you are
acquainted with the facts, beeause Mr. Westrup
readt your leiter to him about it before the congre-
gation. Muny of the native Christians said, ‘The
lotter is beautiful, and that you had doue more to
bring the Gospel among them than any man pad
done?  Lhey come every day, inquiring when you
are comning back. J3ut you need not hasten until
you complete your business, as nenrly all the con-
verls stand ficmy upon the old platform. Don Brig-
ido* has maintained his post under the greatest
pressure of My, W.  Some three or four in Mon-
terey, and about the same number in Cadereyta have
decided to go with Mr. Westrup aud become Bapr
tist.” Alter the receipt of this information, I con-
cluded that, as the Mexicans had decided the matter
themsclves, I would take hiokl and nid them by ull
proper and Christian means, in the orgahization of
churches, in which, L felt assured, the great major-
ity of the members would unile in one communion,

When I returned to Monterey, T was happy, the
day after my arrival, in meeling the beloved native
Christinns, and finding a uniform sentiment pre-
vailing, except with a very few, who preferred af-
taching themselves to Mr. Westrup.

I very soon procured an evangelieal minister,
Rev. John Beveridge, who had labored for several
years in South America, and he immediately organ-
ized churches in Mouterey, San Francisco, and Mes-

* Qur principal native preacher.
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quital. At Cadereyfa an evangelieal charch had
been previously organized by Rev. Mr, Parket an
independent missionary, so we had four churches
which were in sympathy, and co-operated together
in harmony, The disscnsions seemed to le fast
healing, when Mr. Westrup decided to resign his
councetion will the Bible Seeicty, with a view of
accepting an appointment from a B.].})fi‘it Roavd of
Missions of New York for luboring in Monterey.

I havo ascertained thrmmh the secretaries of this
Board, that they had rcco:_vcd information (though
not by auy one on the ground) that there were Bap-
tists umong the converted Mexicans at Monterey.
Also, that they had written to My, Thomas Westrup,
making inquiries, and if’ such was the case, offering
to assume the support of the mission, placing him
at the head of it. These facts account for the sud-
den change of Mur, W.’s sentiments.

I feel perfectly confident that if the Baptist
brethren of New York had understood matters as
they really existed and proved themselves afterward,
they would not have done what they did, in sowing
discord among these newly-converted members of
the Mexican mission. These “babes in Christ”
were utterly unprepared to understand denomina-

tional ssues, being totally at a loss to comprehend

how disunion could possibly exist among Christ’s
true followers,

* I afterward cmployed Mr. Parke to labor with ug, and he
remained in our employ about two years,

— e i e
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Myr. Westrap went on to New York, resigned his
agency of the Bible Socicty, received ordination and
a commission from the Baplist Home Missionary So-
ciety, and in the August of 1870 returned to Mon-

terev, and comumencel mast vigorously the work of |

breaking up all one churches and forming Baptist
churches.  Ior several mnnths we were in constant
turmoil, as Mr. W, and lis followers were visiting
our members at their homes, and in every possible
manner trying to induce them to join the Baptists,
telling them, as we were creditably informed, wo
“were no better than the Romanists, as we rejected
the express commands of Christ.”’

It can casily be imagined that this state of things
among Protestants was a great source of exultation
among the pricsts, and for n few months we were
struggling with difficulties with which our persecu-
tton from Romanists wounld bear no eomparison.

During that time, however, we had several acces-
sions to our communion, not only in Mouterey, but
in other places. Our churches were termed “ Evan-
gelical,” as that term corresponded with the Mexi-
can idea of gospel church, Mr. W, organized a
Baptist church in Monterey, and in some other
places succeeded in making proselytes

Two additional churches were soon added fo our
number, and we found it necessary. to ordain some

*T Liave recently been informed that the Baptist Society of

N. Y. has withdrawn ite support, and Mr. Weatrup hae gone lo
Texas. &
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of our natives, who had alveady become quite ac-
ceptable preachers, so they wight be properly qual-
ified to administer the sacraments, and take entire
churge of churches. Accordingly, two reccived or-

dination, and were sent to their respective fields, Six

churches were already in successful operation, and
more than that number of Drotestant selmols were
planted in various places, besides a girl’s and boys
school in the mission building in Monterey. Yor
these latter schools I was obliged to cmploy foreign
teachers; but for the others I emnloyed natives,
who, although possessing a Hniited knowledge of the
scicnees, were quite competent to instruct their
pupils in the knowledge of the Holy Serip-
tures.

A letter which T wrote about this time, published
in the ¢ Christian World,” will probably give a
better view of the situation and work than I am
able to give at the present time. Tt says:

“We have abuudunt proof of the protecting
care and spiritual benediction of the Great Head
of the chureh in the events of the past year. I
fully belicve this Mexican mission will never have
(o pass n more severe ordeal; and as it has passed
through unscathed, we bave reason for hoping that
its future progress will be mere than ever before
brilliant and successful. God has been better to us
than our fears. Never has there been a time when
our congregalions were more influenced by the
Werd of Truth than during the past few months.

-
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Many souls have let go their grasp of Romanism,
and embraced the true gospel of salvation.

“We have in Monterey, at the present time, ten
who are under examination, and will probably be
baptized at our nex{ communion, Also, in other
churches there are hopeful subjects who are express-
ing the desire to become nnited with the people of
God. We endeavor fo be careful in admitting
members, and reccive none inte communion un-
til we have evidence that they are truly ‘born
again,’” . . .

“ The coming year must witness an enlarged plan
of operations in this long-neglected country, We
arc endeavoring to open several new missions with-
in a hundred miles of Monterey, aud have already
sent men {o prepare the way by circulating evan-
gelical reading, collecting congregations, and plant-
ing Sunday and week-day schuols.  The schools we
find to be great auxiliaries, as through them the
Bible can Le introduced. The means for the sup-
port of our schools have been furnished by Sabbath-
schools and Young Ladics’ Institutions of the
United States. . . . Ournative evangelists and
colporteurs have received, too, their entire support
from the ladies abroad, and I trust their interest
will not wane. These noble Christian women canre
to the rescue at a lime when general indifference
and even repugnance prevailed against Mexico and
Mexicans, and T feel confident they will not desert
the cause while the Savior is giving such evident
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testimony of ITis approbation of their liberality in
behalf of sonls for whom He died,”

In a letter in Juue of 1870 I sayv :

“ As the churches can be properly eared for in
this vicinity, I have recalled four men to go info
the States of Zacalecas, Durango, and San Luis
LDotosi, = distance of four Lundred miles, and am
just starting them off with Bibles and otlier books.
My design is to open new fields in the regions be-
vond, and I wish T had the means of sending out
twenty, men instead of four. The fields ave white
for the harvest, and pleading for laborers. My
spirit has no rest in view of the great work which
might iimmediately be done in Mexico. . . . .
Although we have had trials during the past
year, the work has progressed, and at no previous
time has it appeared more interesting and encourag-
ing than at the present.”

A lighly interesting case came before us some
little time Jater, affording anotber illustration of
the power of the Dible, without any human agency.
Agua Leguas, a place about ene hundred miles from
Monterey, was sitpated quite remote from any of
the public thoroughfares, and had never, as any one
knew, been visited by any of the agents or colpor-
teurs. In the summer of 1871 one of our calpor-
teurs, being in that portion of country, thought he
would go to Agua Leguns and sec if any thing could
be dove there. He went, and, much to his surprise,
found quite a Protestant community, or, at least,
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several families, who had, for quite a length of time,
congregated together for the purpose of studying
the Seriptures.  Qur colporteur rveturned and re-
ported the tacts.  Don Brigido Supulveda, our na-
tive minister, accompanied by a lay brother, went
to exawine and aid this little band of Bible-readers
in their search after truth, Fhese brethren remained
some time, and found twelve who gave satisfactory
evidence of having received the truth in the love
of it.  With instrnetions from Mr. Beveridge,
church was organized of believing Mexicans, whose
sole instruction had been derived from the Bible
and one other book, an exposition of Romanism,
called “Nights with the Romanists,” onc of the
Tract Society’s publications. Tt scemed these bools
had come inte their hands by some means, and
the people, not being subject to the control of the
priests, were free to investigate for themselves, and
their conclnsions were; that the system of Roman
Catholicism, as portrayed by the “ Nights with the
Romanists,” was false, and that the religion of the
Bible, ag they learned it in that book, was the only
true religion. This church in Agua Leguas proved
to be one of our staunchest churches; and whe
knows but there may be many other oases of a sim-
ilar character in this great moral desert! Thou-
sands of Bibles have been scattered by agents over
that Iand, and we know not what silent work they
may be accomplishing through the ageney of God’s
Holy Spirit!
1h
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CHAPTER XXI.

Image of the Virgin desiroyed—TProtestanis suspeeted—Dan-
gers, seen and unseen——*Death to the Protestants” de-
termined by a moh——A colored friend—Appeal to he
Mexican authorities; also to the American Minister——
Protection obluined—Testroyers of the imuge nnknown—
Supposed to be instigated by the priests—Persecutions
overruled for the good of the mission.

URING the winter of ’69 and 70 we suffered
much annoyance from the Romaunists,” On the
* 1dth of December, the night before special devo-
tions commenced fo the Virgin Mary, an image of
the Virgin, which was sitnated in a conspicuous
part of the city of Monterey, was thrown down and
broken to pieces. The destruetion of this object,
which had long been regarded with sacred devo-
tion, of course produced a most profound sensation
among the blinded devotees. I'he morning after
the event, violent demonstrations were made towards
the mission-honse. IPersons would pass and throw
stones at the doors and windows, with various other
insnlts. We were not aware of the cause, nol hay-
'ing heard of thie destruction of the image; and
knowing it to be a “saint’s day,”
demonstrations 1o be merely an ebullition of their
picty, which had been frequently exhibited on such
occasions. OQur schools continued their operations,

we supposed the

%
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and all our work went on as usual, although stones
frequently came agaiust our windows, breaking the
glass.  Late in the afternoon a multitude of men
and boys gathered in front of the house, throwing
stones, and also uttering threatening Iangnage.

Through a neighboring boy I learned that the
image of the Virgin had heen destroyed, and that
the Protestants were suspected of being the eause.
I was convinced, upon this information, that we
were in serious danger, and sent immediately to the
police head-quarters.  After some time, several po-
licemen came and dispersed the mob, arresting some
whom they were able to capture, and sent them to
juil: vet squads remained around, hidden from the
authoritics, and still eontinued their outrages as
they could find opportunity. A guard was placed
around the house; but T had but Jittle confidence in
the police, since they personally, as T had learned,
were filled with indignation against the Protestants.
At a late houv of the night T went to the door, and
found one of the police sitling on the door-step,
with his head bowed dowu, apparently asleep. I
spoke to him, and, as I did so, & man came from
the governor’s house, across the street, and suid to
me in English, “ Do not place any confidence in
these wen, for they shut their eyes so as not to see
what is being done.. T have heard them talk, and
they are not friends to you.”

T asked him who he was.

He said he was a colored man from Kentucky,
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who had come to Mexico and joined the army, and
was stationed at the bishop’s patace (a military post
near town) ; that bie had been detailed that night ns
sentinel ab the governor’s house. “DBnt,” added he,

“1 will keep my eye on your house, and if I sce
b 1 _

any thing which might cudanger _you, [ will give
you warning, ot notify the aleaida.”

I thanked him—rctired and slept a little.

Next morning several friends called-—some ad-
vising us to leave the country immediately, as out
lives were in imnminent danger; saying that during
the past night a quantity of gunpowder had been
procured for blowing up the building ; that purtics
were detected in injecting powder Into the puiters
under the building,  Whether this was really troe
ot not, I felt that T had sonie reason for fearing that
something of the kind might be done, I did not,
however, gel my own consent to quit the field, but
decided to vemain and cskablish 1wy legal right.

With a gentleman friend, a Frenchman, T went
to the house of the alealde (mayor of the ciiy), and
asked him if Americans were entitled to protection
in Mexico, _

“Why not?” said he. “Certainly, Americans are
entltled to equal ughts and privileges with Mexi-
cans,’

I then relaied to 'nim my grievannves, of which
he was already apprised to some exient. e cx-
pressed the decpest regret, and said no eflorts should
be lacking on his part to suppress any further out-
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rages. Notwithstanding the utmost vigilance of
the authorities, daily ontrages would be commitied
against the mission building, showing that publie
sebtiment was not appeased for the loss of their
dearly chetished idol.

“Death to the Prolestants” was written in large
letters oceupying every available spot on the out-
side of the house.  As the building was of stone,
and no external combustible material, I had no
cause of apprehiending it might be set on fire, Lut
I could not avoid having serious apprehensions that
an coffort might be made to destroy it with gunpow-
der. Our Mexican converts sympathized deeply in

“my grievances, and, for scveral weeks, one or two

kept wateh in and around the premises might and
day.

I wrote, immediately after the disturbanee com-
meneed, to Mr. Nelson, United States Minister at
the City of Mexico, but on aceount of a revolution
prevailing in the vicinity of the capital, I did not
get an answer for six weeks; but when the letter
came, it was all T could desire. Mr, Nelson ex-
pressed the kindest sympathy, and said I should
be protected in my peacelul mission, and gave me
dircctions for procuring from the governor of the
Stafe an official guarantee for full and complete
profection for the future.  In ease my presentalion
failed to receive proper attention, I was to inform
him, and he would lay the matter before the gen-
eral government at the capital,
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I followed bis directions, and, as soon as possible,
papers were made out, signed by proper authoritics,
witich sccured to e and all my interests complele
protection. -

The authors of the destruetion of the image have

_never been ascertained. T do not believe any of

the Protestants were accessory to it, although the
populace were made to believe it. Many believed
that the priests instigated the whole affair for the
purpose of raising a storm of persecution against
us, so we should be compelled to leave the coun-
try, if not put to death by the mob. T was told
by a reliable American gentleman, who was him-
self a Roman Catholie, that when the bishep vis-
ited Monterey during that year, he censured the
priests greatly for permitting the Protestants to
make such headway directly onder their ministro-
tions, and told them that if they did not go to
studying and preaching in good earnest, aud keep
their people, away from Protestant meelings, he
would depose them. Whether the priests thought
it would be easier to blow us up than to pre;’ch
us down, “deponent saith not.” Qur persecutions
ceased, and nothing of a like serious nature has
since oceurred.
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CHAPTER XXIIL

Revolution of 1871—Commenced in Monterey—Dissatisfaction
with Juapez—Difficulty of ohtaining soldiers—DBible-read-
ers sought aflter—Uolporteur work greatly hindered—Peuce=
loving Mexicans—Mexieans supplied with arms—RBattles
fought Troaps sent by Gavernmeni—Great consternation
in Monlerey— Battle fought six miles from the city—The
gencrals flee, and the soldiers rusli into towi to xob and
murder—TTouses built like forts—Determine to protect the
mission praperty—=Soldiers al the door and window, de-
wmanding life or moncy— Counciliate them with some re-
freshments— Four men killed on my sidewalk—Escape to

friends—Men hranght ta ovder,

T becomes my sad duty to rchearse another case

of paor Mexico’s scourge and disgrace—revolu-
lon.

Ol why have not the turbulent waters of strife
been assuaged by the healing influences of the gos-
pel of peace in Mexico?  Ah, human nature 15 still
rife in Mexico as clsewhere!  Ambition and polit-
ienl jealonsy will never cease to rule poor fallen ha-

manity until the brighter day of millennial peace

ancl gim"y. ‘

In the autumn of 1871 a revolution commenced,
mainly inangurated by General Trevifio, governor
of Nueva Leon, the State of which Monterey is the
eapital, and assumed quite formidable propartions,
A dissatisfaction arosc at the previons election of
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Juarez—a party alleging that he had seeured his
clection by frand, and sceming determined to over-
throw him and place another man in the presiden-
tial chair.  Perfirio Diaz permitted himself o be
prociaimed as the prospective president of the re.
public, aud took the field himsclf. The feeling was
quite prevalent that Juarez was assuming somewlag
the character of a dietator ; and haviug been in the
presidency fourteen years, it was quite generally
believed that a change would conduce to the good
of the country.,
As Mexicans are famans for an expression of
feeling by words, it was inferred that union of
effort would not be wanting for the overthrow of
Juarez. But when the matter was fully tested, it
was found that but two or three States would en-
gage in actual combat, Nuevo Leon was the most
conspicuous of these on account of some partienlar
grievances which was conceived Juarez had im-
posed upon the people, and consequently wag re-
aarded by the government as the head-quarters of
the rebellion. Consequently, Monterey being suly-
Ject Lo aw attack from the government at any time,
was in a peculiarly dangerons condition.  The win.
ter of 771 and 72 was full of didquict, as we were
n constant apprehension of assaitlt, and also our
work was much disturbed by the cffort (g proeure
men for military purposes,  Onr colporteurs, teach-
ers, and in some instances onr preachers, were
sought after to be pressed into service. Although
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our ordained mitisters were exempt from milltf:'xry
duty by the laws of Mexico, )tet they. were 0 ll(:{:
sought gfter, and their congregatious were verfs'r m{ t
Jessened because the male members were obligec G. .
hide themselves ta avoid being compelled to ente; _
the ariny. A general stampede of 11{1‘:1(1;1'(—3(13 ou
Moxicans, to the mountains, greatly disturbed a
kiuds of business. Heavy prestimos (forced loans),
for miMtary purposcs, were conslantly made upon
ihe merchants and on all who could pay any
amount. I was obliged to meet the demand., un-
der (he threat of the confiscation of the mission
operty.
Plgluillg?ng by the utter (1i§sdtisfuction exptl'es‘sec} b);
the majority of the Mexican people unf er tltesa
vicorous demands, 1 should say there \\;z‘xstnu"ar
people under the sun who were more averse r‘:rb \I
than these same poor Mexicans, whom every body
helieves to be ready to go into war me.rviy- from the
love of it. With no patrietism to Inspire tl}etlu,
they would hide themselves, and the']eadexs n t:(f
Revolution had to resort to every kind of strategy
to obtain a sulficient number 0{’ men to muke.an.y
dogvee of show. My impressions are th.ntl it is
quite a small portion of the |l()p1]}1lf-10.n which rp‘:{?—
cures for the country the reputation it has. T n:i
clement is made up mostly of Iudian charscter, an
when no cause for revolution oxists,lthese (-m't.lﬂ“?
are engaged in guerrilla adventures for purposes o

robbery.
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Formerly, revolntions would be carried on with.
out much loss of life, as their weapons consisted
of old gun stocks, comparatively harmless, so (hat
the combutants generally ull came out alive, reacy
for another revolution when an opportunity was
presented, .

But since the French, intervention, and our ojvil
war, avmis of an improved quality have been fir-
nished, and battles have heen quite sanghinury—
thousands somelimes being left dead upon the fieid,
Wlhether this is an improved condition of things,
I hesitate to say, but one thing is evident: the dis-
cordant element of sociely in Mexico is becoming
lessened Ly these bloody skirmishes, and perhaps

after a few more years this faction may become so
much deerensed that the peace-loving  party will
predominate, and civil war and revolution cegse to
be the scourge and disgrace of that fair Japd.

Several bloody battles were fought duritg the
winter within a hundred miles of Menterey, and
in the interior Diaz carvied on an unsuccessful cam-
paign ; being at last defeated, and obliged to flee to
the mountaing, where he soon died from disease,
The revalutionary party still continned their efforts,
after all hope of successful issne conld possibly be
eniertained,

In the month of May it was announeced, that
Government troops were approaching Montarey ;
of course, great consternation prevailed.  Tvery
available man was pressed into serviee, either to ail

r‘
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in the construction of fortifications, or t(f takitgg
field. Heavy prestimos were demand_edl, S(]l;ll]ﬂnd .
the leading merchants ref'us.ed to meet the rI nulﬁt
from utter inability to furnish the money. . n ﬁ- '
NS0 ﬂmy were foreed to work on the forti ¢
o i -merly was a Spanish
tions ; and a Spaniard, who formerly s 2 Spauish
Consnl, nctually dropped down, compleie y‘ e
come by the attempt (o labor under thelscom E‘
cun.  His friends carried him home, and by a Sf}r;f
promise—paying four thousand dollars msteallber-
six thousand, as was first demanded, l_re was Il
M-(é.cneral Trevifio went out Wif}i his army, ultfend-
weet the ememy some eighlcen miles from

j to
M arrive soon emough was

: _ e
Monlerey, but failing on_enor )
miles.
bliced to have the engagement within s1X | il
The i ‘ ade by the families
Ahe ulimost prepavation was made by
: ity 1n eas ot into town.
{or sceurity in case the cnemy & A
1 understood more fully than ever ef o
A F L] 1 1
houses were constructed in the style I foun »
Mexico. The walls are of stone, and a v.m]a-(.
KGO, - - . 99
inches) Lhick, and the windows are made with l1 )c:w
hies ’ N
Lars, running from the top to the bottom
}I‘ o i hes ﬁp-u-f The doors are of the strongest
three mche art, 3 ' h e
wood, and secured by heavy iron bars, o
houses were all built as securely as forts, but "
built houses were a little less guat(ei:f.‘
4 for the worst—we well knew that i
party were defeated, life and

motlern
We prepare
the revolutionary

property were secure only within our dwellings.
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. Onc of my teachers T had fonnd means of send-
ing to the United States soon after the commene
ment of the wur, but the other I conld not );)q(:?-
bly spare, remained, and T placed her in Hl{!lh().-l?q(;
of friends in a very sceure part of the city, l
.Thc noise of the cannon was very distinet]
heard, and tie battle raged for several lours IAjt,-
}(Ellgtll, clouds of dust, which we could SOO.iI) Hﬁl
distance, indicated that troops were coming ra n'(ﬁ ,
toward the town. We knew not whetherl]tlm{
were revolutionary troops returning vietorious t,f)
defend us, or those of the enemy coming fo c;)rn
plete their long-threatened purpose of t?estm'iﬁ“
every vestige of the rebellious city, A few l}m' :
utes determined, for soon came sq['mds of mom tn;
.soldiers.with the Governmental uniform 'ridli )
into varlous parts of the town, I wag not .m‘l' o
ularly alarmed nntil some seven or eight r:)ftlp .
to my house. Three went to the door and c-orlmIP
menced pounding with a violence which iudfcate]i
they were determined to make an entrance oven l)(
breaking it down. The others came to tl;o wi d
d.olw, and willi pointed rifles, demanded « I]]O;l(‘ rm“'
life.” T had in my Louse at that time. a M{“x.i}--m
gentleman; our Protestant teacher, wh(; };ad. I;in(;]u:
offered to come and assist me in the proteelion[o;'
the house and property. T had also two Mexica
boys, one fourteen and the other nine y(.‘m'.; o.l(d]
Mr. A:ya]u, my Mexican friend, went with me t(;
the window, and we assured tle soldiers that we

J— v e p———- - P
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had no money, and as we were not their enemits,
we boped they would not harm us. But they were
persistentt, and thinking Mr. A, being a Mexican,
might be able to conciliale them better than myself,
T withdrew, and went into an adjoining roon.
Soon Mr. Ayala came to me, his face blanched
with fear, saying: “They will kill me if I remain”
I told him to take care of himself and T would
take care of the house. My thoughts were occupied
for a moment in the apprehension that he could not
scale the wall, as the walls of our yards are very
high; but I very soon feit the necessity of turning
my attention to my own danger. The pounding ab
the door continued with renewed violence, and as
my door was not sccured by iron bars, it was evi-
dent they would soon be inside, if T did not do some-
thing immediately. Al the snme time the boys
were erying out to me: “Do go, Miss Rankin;
they bave already broken the door.” I utlered the
praycr audibly, © O my God! what shell Tdo?” The
thought immediately struck me, 1 will give thetn
sotnething to appease them ; and as soon as possible
took some relreshments I had prepared for an
energency, and went to the window in the face of
of those awlul desperadoes, who with rifles in their
hands, T knew would not liesitate a moment to shoof
me. At that very time, 2 man whom they had shot
was lying dead on the pavement before me. My
heart quailed before such a sight, and with manilest
emotion, [ approached and stood face to face, paying
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“I am alone and unprotected ; you will not harm a
helpless lady?” At the same time I passed the
refreshments into their hands, which they eagerly
scized ; and those at the door came and partook with
them. They asked me for some brandy, which if I
had possessed, T should not have hesitated to give,
even npan the strictest “temperance” prineiples,
but told them I had none. They then asked wme
for water; and in attempting to pass a eup between
the iron bars, I failed, as the width between would
not pertmit.  Ilere was a fearful dilemma; for I
kuew they were exceedingly thirsty, as their faces
covered with dust and powder indicated, and my
thought was, they will now order me to open the
door, and in ease 1 refuse they will shoot wme. I
stood in & maze, when one looked up to me with a
kind expression on his face, and said, “ Never mind,
we will hold our mouths up to the bars, amd you
may pour tlie waler from the pitcher,” which I did,
as one afler the other came up to be served,
Although it was quite a novel mode of wiiting
upon guests, yet I think I never enjoyed greater
satisfaction in any manuer of entertainment which
I bad ever before adopted. They became quite
amused over the performance, and inquiving if Gen-
eral Trevine’s house was on the other side of the
- street, they departed. I licard them break juto the
heuse; shooting the man who was left in charge,
(the family had left.) They also broke and ruined
every thing they could not carvy away. By this thme
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the city was full of soldiers, {ully hent upon murder

and robbery.
Tour men were killed but a shoerl distance from

my house; indeed, every person, man, woman and

: r
child, fouud on the street was shot down. The ut-

most effort was made to break open doors, with axes
and by balls, and iu some eases they succeeded.  In
one of the principal business houses, a young man
was instantly killed while at his desk, by a bullet
fired through the key-hole, and penetrating his
neck. '

Tor four hours I was in the house alone with my
two hoys, whom T kept coneealed lest they might be
scen and killed. I kunew none of my friends could
get to my relief, and L greatly feared T might ha:.re
to remain all night, and T well knew those awtul
creatures would hecome so much intoxicated by that
time, that I should fail in my attempts to conciliate
them. _ :
About sunset the tramping of horses ceased, and
the firing of guns seemed to be in the dis[anee-; and
T ventured Lo look out of my window and couid see
no one either way on the street. I felt that was
my time to escape, and toll the clder boy to open
the door, and taking the smaller one, I passed out,
saying to the one I left,  Remain aud‘ take cure of
the house, and as soon as possible T will send some
oue to you.” I hastened oit. I had not beeu out
of the house before that day, for a month, on account
of sickness, and I felt I could only walk. T had
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not proceded more than a block toward my place of
refuge, when the boy looked back, saying: “ They are
coming.” I cast my eye avound, and saw several
Lorsewen riding full speed, with their rifles befove
them, about three blocks ofl T thought I have
passed through too mnel peril this alternoon to be
sliot down on the sireet; and I quickened my pace
with u strength I scarcely knew I possessed, and
succeeded in getting to my friends, who had suffered

“the most intense anxicty for my life, A sum of

money had been offered for some one if he would
go to me, but when the attenipt was made, the sight
of the dead upon the strect, prevented him from
getting to my house.

At dark some officers of the government came
into Monterey, and bronghi the men to order, At
the time the battle ceased, both parties it seemed,
believed themselves beaten ; and the Generals, Mex-
ican-like, fledt from the field, leaving thicir wen of
course in perfect disovder, Carilio, the Government
General, ran and did ot halt until he got to the
Rio Grande, never returning, but was heard from
some time after at Vera Cruz. Lrevine, being more
at home, drew up when he got about thirty miles,
and after a litile delay, ascevtaining that he had not
really been wliipped, he eame back next morning
and took possession of the field, cotlecting his dis-
persed soldiers.  Three colonels of the government
being lefs on the field, and finding their general
was missing, concinded he bad gone to Montercy,

TWENTY YEARS AMONG THE MEXICANS. 185

came in, and finding the tole.in the condition it
was, took possession. A provisionary governor was
constituted out of vue of the coloncls, und a govern»
ment was set up which remained in force all of five
days; at the end of which time, General Treviuo
and his troops came in and took possession ; tak‘mg
the newly elected governor and thrusting bim into

prison.

16
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CHAPTER XXIII.

Still in the hands of the Revolutionists—The people deter-
ntisied the trouble khanld eease—The Generalz consent to
obtuin terms from Junrez—Three men sent to the city of
Mexico—Juarez rejects them—Ilis death oceurring in ten
days afler their arvival, Lerdo de Tejnda came in 1;0“'(21'—
Issued an amnesty proclamation—DPeace declared —Gov-
crnment troopa lake passession of DMonlerey—NMission
house demanded for Gen. Ilacha—Resisied —DMission
again prospered—Obtatned a competent teacher for a
young men's training echool in Monterey—Tlurty pupils
under hie instruction, "

UR condition was not at all improved, as we

were -still in the hands of the Revolationists,
and subject to continued snuoyances from the Gov-
ernment party, which, we were well aware, would
not give up the contest until Monterey was in iis
passession,  The people of Monterey, and, indeed,
of the whole state, were completely overwhelmed
with the attendant evils of the war, and the oiti-
zens, with unanimous voice, urged the commanders
to bring the unhappy contest to a close.

The pressure being so great, Trevifio and Qui-
roga consented, provided Juarez would grant cer-
tain couditions which they proposed, and three of
the most reliable men of Monterey were selected to
go to the capital and confer with Juarez person-
ally.  Accordingly, they started, leaving Monterey
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the middle of , June, and arriving in the city of
Mexico about the middle of July. They obtained
access to the President, and presonted the terms of
capitulation offered by the revolutionary generals,
The terms were obstinately rejected by Juarez, and
no hope left that any favor would be shown the re-
belllous party either personally or in State matters,
This was the condition of affairs at the time of
Juarez’s death, which ocenrred ten days after the
arrival of this commission.

The death of Juavez opened the way for Lerdo
de Tejada to come into power, who, happily, was a
favorite with all parties, The Revolutionists had
offered to lay down their arms some months before,
if Juarez would vacate the presidential chair in
favor of Lerdo, who, they claimed, had received
more votes at the previous election than Juaresz.

Lerdo immedialely issued an amnesty proclama-

" tion, aud in less than {wo months all parties be-

came satisfied, and peace reigned once more in Mex-
ico.

Lerde was made president by a vast majority at
the proper time for the election; and the position
which he has taken in favor of the lhighest inter-
ests of the country, promises progress and prosper-
ity. There may be, however, a remnant yet left of
discord aud revolution, and we know not how seon
it may be stirred into hostile activity. Neverthe-
less, improvement is unquestionably stamped upon
Mexico, yet she may still be subject to some draw-
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backs, but will, T doubt not, when fully sifted, be-
come a nation worlhy of respect. Public schools
are being established throughout the conntry—goad
sehool buildings are being crected, and the general
attendance of the youth is required. The futare
gencration of Mexicans will, undonbtedly, bear the
impress of the great and stupendous blessings of
religious frecdom,

I will return again to our condition in Monterey,
About the first of July, Rocla, Government Gen-
eral, recaptured the city, and order, comparatively,
wag restored.  Although we anticipated more out-
rages upon the advent of the troops, yet we happily
escaped.  The revolutionary generals, seeing re-
sistauce no longer possible, took the imprisoned
governor, and re-instating him in command of the
city, quietly withdrew with their forces and ord-
nance.

The morning of the advent of the Government
troops, an order came to me for the mission house
to accommodate General Rocha and staff.

Some hundred houses in the city were also dle-
manded for the accommodaiion of officers and reti-

~vue. T was not at all pleased with the propocal,

and was determined to resist compliance with the
order, and sent imrediately to the governor and
alcalde for their influence in comntermanding it
These officinls had already left the city to meet the
army, which was expecled to arrive at twelve.
Nothing could be done until their arrival, but we
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prepared for the worst, and removed every thing

from the house, knowing that the occupants, with

their numerous attendants, would not fail to ruin
books, furniture, and Svery thing else found in a
Protestant house, from mere recklessness, if nothing
more. W informed the American consul, and he,
with other [riends, mct General Rocha upon his en-
trance into town, informing him that the house was
owned by foreigners, and oceupied by Awmerican
ladics, These facts clicited the heartiest apologies
from the gencral for the mistake, as he called it,
as (oreign property is exenipt, by the laws of Mex-
ico, from military uses. The American flag, which
I Liad on the house that day, was duly honored,
and I was much amused to hear Mexicans say, as.
they passed, “Should any wrong be done that
house, there will @ bigger ball in Mexico than ever -
has been yet.”  We received the kindest attentions
from the oficers, inding among them some decided
Protestants.

Our mission, which had been someswhat checked
in its operations, soon recuperated, and our colpor-
{eurs were able to go out again upon their work.
Our ordained ministers proved great helps, and we
were fortunate in obtaining the services of a bighly
educated Protestant teacher. This than, Jesus
Ayala, had been converted in Zacatecas, through
the instrumentality of .one of the colporteurs of the
Bible Society, from whom he obtuined a Bible, and
with the instruction which the colporteur was able
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{o give, he Lecante a decided Protestant Christian
man.  He cune to us, without any pretensions, and
although he had eertificates of character from
CJuarez and other distinguished men, he did not
present them to us as recommendations,  When [
inquired, some time after. we became acquainted
with him, why he did not show us these eredentials
upon his arvival, he replied, L preferred winoing
your good opinion by my conduct.”

We employed him in a “ young men’s {raining
school,” and he succeeded to our perfect satisfac-
tion. Ile, with his wife, united with our clinvch,
and proved to be a valuable acquisition to the mis-
sion. ¥

*1 regrot to state that they have now left aur mission, and
returned Lo Zucatecas, -
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CHAPTER XXIV.

Failing health-—Felt I must leave the field, or soon die—DBit-
ternesz of the cup—Resignation to Lhe Masters will—Came
to New York—The A. & I, C. U. decline lo receive my
resignation—Wished mec remuin at the head of the Mis-
sion—IFinally left mc lo transfer the Mission aa I thought
proper—Concluded Lo transfer it to the A, B, C, F. M.—
Accepled.

I MUST now come to the most trying event of my
L twenty years missionary life among the Mex-
jcaus. The labors and cares of the many years

‘were developing consequences which warned me

that my physical ability for continued work was
very precarious. A disease, contracted upon my
first entrance into Texas in 1847, iutermitteut fever,
inereased to such a degree, that I became nearly
prostrated.  Also, a severe attack of sickness which
1 had on the sea, upon my return from the United -
States in 1871, aided greatly in undermining my
constitation. I had entertained the hope that T
might continue to labor, and die on the field. In-.
deed, it had been the long cherished desire of my
lieazrt, that T might make my last resting-place with
the Mexican people, and with them rise in the
morning of the resurrection, as a testimony that I
had desired their salvation.
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Yet it was a serious question, whether T ought to
remain with the impression that I could live bul a
brief time, or whether T should not put the wavk

into other bands, and scele a more congenial clime

for my broken constituiion. ‘T'he latter branch of
the alternative secmed more censistent, as by so
doing, my life niight be prolonged for further serv-
icc in my Master’s vineyard, Bub it was a pain-
ful struggle to contemplate (he abandonment of my
long loved aud dearly cherished work.  How could
I consent to leave those native converts, with wlhom
I had enjoyed such sweet Christian communion—no
more to meet them in the delightful worship of
God’s sanctuary ?  Never did those trophtes of
Christ’s love appear so precious, as when I felt T
must lear myself from them. Aund the evangelists,
teachers, and colporteurs, how conlkl T leave them
and no moure guide them in their work for Christ
and souls—scnding them forth and waiting their
return with reports which r¢joiced my heart ?
Although I loved the work beyond my own life,
yeb there seemed to be a daty in the matter, and T
carricd my sorrows {e my Divine Master, who, [
believed, had put the work into my hands, and had
been, during all those years of labor, my guide and
support.  In leumble confidence, 1 was constrained
to believe it to be His will that T shanld retire from
the arduous duties, and surrender the mission into
the hands of other laborers whowm Ile might call
into the field, The mission had assumed propor-
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tions which required ordained ministers; and it
seemed proper that the general direction of the
whole work should be in their hands. This con-
sideration, and the failing condition of my health,
seemed to be the meeting ol two direet Providences

- leading to the same conclusions.

I felt thankiul that God had given me health and
strength to Iabor for Mexico when no others would
condescend to notice such a hopeless field. 1 thought
of the times T had turned and wept, beeanse no one
appeared to care for the souls of the poor Mexicana.
But now, evangelical Christiaus, with one heart and
one mind, say by their actions, “We will take
Mexico. for Christ.” What a happy contrast] Mis-
sionaries of all Protestant denominations* are
hastening to spread the Gospel among the long
neyrlected people.

I view of these facls, my heart seemed relieved
of its burden, and I scttled peacefully into the con-
clusion that the cvidenily necessary change was in
the order of God’s providence, and in accordance
with Llis own wise purpose. T arranged all matters
pertaining to the mission as well as I could, and
committed the oversight of the work to Rev. Mr.
Beveridge, until permanent arrangements could be
made.  In the month of September of 1872, I cane
to New York to confer with the American and
TForeign Christian Union, the Society with which I

* Beveral missionary Donrrda entered. the field afler 1870,

17
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had been eonnccted since 1856. The directors de-
clincd to accept my resignation, desiring me to
retain tha mission under my conirol, and do liflle
or wueh, as my health might permit, T could not
f20] that any more missionary serviee on {he field
was my duty, yet, in consequence of this decision of
theirs, T wailed for further developments of Trovi-
dence. I continned my solicitation for funds for
the support of the mission as hitherto, until Jan-
uary of '73, at which time, the Arerican and Ior-
eign Christian Union became eemvineed that they

would Le compelled to give up all their foreign

work, on account of the withdrawal of the support
of the various dewominalions. The directors nnli-
fied me of this fact, and left me to dispose of the
Mexican mission as my judgment and choice might
dictate.

T decided to coufer with the American Board, in
relation to the transfer of the mission to ik, and in
the montlof Mareli, 1878, T went to Boston and
presented the matter to the Prudential Commitice
of that Board. 1 gave them the history of the mis-
sion from ils commencement, with all the attendant
ejrenmstances, ns accuralely as possible; and alier
duc deliberation they proposed to receive ik, with
all its appurtenances and responsiliilities.  Although
I had full confidence in Lthe American Board, yet,
when I came actually to surrender my dearly eher-
ished treasure, * the fruits of more than a score of
years of weeping, and bearing precious sced,” my
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heart again shravl, and I exclaimed, “ How cun 1
give it up.” I lelt the rooms of the Board without
being able to say, “T relinquish lhe mission juto
your hands,” and retired to my dwelliig—passing
the night in meditating upon the duty which I felt
lay before me. ““ About the fourth wateh ” of the
night, appeared One, who in other sccnes of trial
had ecome “walking upon the sea” of trouble, and
calmed my anxious heart. By failth I realized e
sympathy of my Divine Master, and felt the ecom-
forting assurance that the mission was His, and that
He would take care of all its precious interests.
Indeed, I was made conseious that it was even
dearer to Him than to myself. The next morning
T returned to the Roowms, and with the full consent
of my heart, gave the mission and all its inferests
into the hands of the American Board.

It was received with a fuvorable appreciation, and
I feel confident that it will bave due consideration
in the future. T relinquished all farther care and -
responsibilily ; the Board assuming the entire sup-
port of the mission, and thus relicving me from any
more solicitation of funds, Innr new missionaries
have already been sent into the field ; yet more even
are necded {o occupy the whole extent of territory
assunmed by the Board.
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CHAPTER XXV.

Concluding thonghta—Teints in Northern Mexieo shionld be
immedialely ocenpicd—True poliey of treating Cutholies
—Deacon Stoddard’s adviee—Spirit of popery still alive
in Mexico—Martyrdom of Slephens—Crowning joy of my
work among the Mexican people,

MPORTANT points in Nortliern Mexico shonld

- be immediately ocenpied by other missionnries,
to collect congregalions, organize churches, and
put into excreise native (alent and ability, Mex-
ico should .become evangelized mainly through the
insirumentality of Mexicans themselves, yet they
need to be guided into the best manner of working,
and require a leading mind Lo direet them, They
are very submissive, and most passively yiehl to
advice and inslruetion.

Much precious seed has been scatfered by Bible
agenfs and eolporteurs over a wide expanse of eoun-
try in Norihern Mexico, and is, I doult not, des-
tined yel {o bear an abundant harvest. No means
should be lacking for the ecomplete development of
this work of faith aud prayer, and it is hoped (hat
the American churches will not be remiss in (heir
duty Lo sustain the hands of the Board with all
the necessary means for earrying forward this worl
a8 its importance demands. _

A chiurch edifice lias been in contemplation in

PP S S
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Monterey, to be built on a lot whioh I purchased
at the same time I did the Seminary building.  TFor
prudential reasons I deferred its eréotion, althongh
I bave had funds for the purpose, for four or five
vears, I have thought it better not fo do too much
at once, but wait unfil the public mind was some-
what prepared for seeing a bona fide Protestant
church right in their midst, especially as the Semi-
nary building was sufficicntly ample to allow us a
very commodious chapel for religious services,

1 believe it wise, as lar as possible, to avoid ex-
citing prejudices in our labors among Romam Cath-
olics, The lenacity with which they adbere to their
religion should be carefully recognized, and every
thing avoided which tends to vex and irritate them,
even though we may defer somewhat fo their prej-
ndices. It has been a fixed principle with me not
to attack their religion, but present the Truth, and
let that do its work. To this sentimeni, which I
have found eminently judicious, I am indebted o
a man of sainted memory, the Jate Deacon Charles
Stoddard, of Boston, Mass., upon whom I called in
my carly labors for Mexico. After making me a
Jiberal denation for the objeet 1 bad in hand, he
said, “ In your labors among Romanists, be sure
to malke no decided demonstrations against their
religion ; only present the Truth to thom., Il you
wish to enlighten a room, you carry a light and set
it down in it, and the darkness will disperse of

itself)”
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The application of ihis iden has always been per-
tinent with me, aud I would recommend js adop-
tion to all others who ave called into this depart-
went of Christiun labor.  While we are adiaun-
ished to “ be barmless as doves,” we should also o
deavor Lo “ be wise as serpents.”  An appearance
of timidity should be carefully avoided, and yet to
avoid an undue presumption is equally important.
With the Crath of God in our hearts and in our
hiands, we can aflord to be bold, with a holy bold-
ness; and in a conntry where laws are tolcrant, we
shonld avail ourselves of every advantage whicl
the Jaw gives in resisting persccution.  The spirit
of popery is still alive, as hus been receutly exhib-
ited in the brutal massacre of a Protestant mission-

ary in Western Mexico. "The pricsts never did a
more unwise thing for Catholicism—Dby this act
Protestantism will, no doubt, gain a footing which
might have taken years to obtain, as the spicit of
intolerance thus manifested can not fail to cusure
the exeeration of all the betiep cliss of Mexiecans,
and it may be hoped that means will be employcd
to prevent the recurrence of similar ou trages.

Although we may shed tears of grief on aceount

of the untimely death of our fallen brother, yet fur
more may be achieved for the cause whicl he loved,
by bis death, than conld possibly have been by his
conlinued Jubor, Martyrdom  oftentines  beaps
precious fruit. '

It is gratifying (o know that another has taken
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up the fallen banner of the lamented Stephens, and
] [4 . . ‘ . : e
is going forward in the prosecution of the sam
glorious work.

Satan may yet make attempts to maintain his
iy b,

throne in Mexico, but Unly-to ﬁmzl himself b\mt.td
audl thwarted, The Bible 1s 1'apndl'y sheddllng .lkS
hianllowed influcnees, and will constilute b‘u \.\-'T 3
against which the gates of hell shall not .ple\\:[.rllx.ico

To me, the crowning joy of the work in 1‘ <t_‘t‘ °
is the triumph of Diviue. Truth over m:p}el S]},il}:e
and error, proving beyoud o doubt': lhat‘l. 11e o
is Heaven’s ordained inslrt&me.ntahty for e emtm%
fallen hutanity, and for bringtng l)n('lt.an’aliosoue
world to the allegiance of God. If i.h(;:;lc 1shom
nation of people more than 'un).f otlier ?v1 1 \‘fz‘ o
T shall delight to join in singing the so.ngtomll]ti-
dceming Love in the day wl{)il: t:;i:u&lf}tfm-c h-

, which o man can number, Blan

tﬁigilcwl;cGod, I am sure it will be with the Mox-
i tion,

Iea‘l‘] j:];d to Tlim who has redcemed us to God bli;
his blood, out of every kindred, and tonguel, él y
and has made us unto our Gad
kings aund priests, blcssing:, anc ilonﬁl_‘,:}ln‘gnglzllﬂi
and power, to Him that sitteth ’o,n the throne,
unto the Lamb forever and ever.

people, and nation,

Tur LxDp.
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APPENDIX

TO TIE SECOND EDITION,

AFTER the preparation of my book for the
press, another violent outbreak of persecu-
tion against Drotestantism occurred in Mexico.
The massacre of scveral Protestant Christiang at
Acapulco shows that the spirit of Romanism still
exists, and is ready to show ibs true colors when-
ever opportunities present. -

I{ seems that the light of a pure Christianity
had commenced shedding its clevating influences
upon the hearts of some of the natives of that
darle region, which fact stirred up the enmity of
Rome into the determination to destroy the lives
of those earucst scekers of the true Gospel of sal-
vation.  These enemies of human rights sueceeded
in their nefarious purposes as far as the destruction
of the lives of six or seven individuals was con-
cernied;  but the Truth still lives, and will yet
triamph over the graves of those martyred victims
of papal persceution.  Slowly it may be, but
surcly, a tree of rvighteousness will yet spring from
that soil drenched with the blood of those beloved
martyrs; and the persons who instigated this mur-

(201}
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derous plot will be compelled to hide themselves,

like the possessed demons of our Saviour’s time, in
the depths aof the fathomless sea.

[ " -
The impression has been produced ahroad thal

veligions freedom is but a nmame in Mexico, clse
such outrages wonld not be committed. This im-
pression T wonld like to correct, as my personal
knowledge of the sentiment prevailing among the
majority of the people of Mexico warrants the

, belief that snch tragie events are regarded with the
deepest regret, not only by the officers of the gov-
ernment, but by the peace-loving people, of whom
there are many in Mexico, notwithstanding the
many indications to the contrary.

Tracts plainly show that the Mexican govern-
ment has waged a deadly warfare against papal
power.  Where in any other country in which the
papacy bas had undisputed sway, has there been a
more determined action than in Mexico! Mhny
years ago the Church party was overthrown, aud
the property wrested from the sacrilegions hands
of the priesthood and appropriated to the general
welfare of the people; and these despoiled spiritual
tyrants were compelled by the strong arm of the law
to seelc their sustenance from the suffrages of the
people, instead of ﬁllmg their coffers from the
public treasury as before.  Their ecclesiastical

- robes were commanded to be luid aside, and a

Catholic priest is not now vecognized on the sirveet
from any ordinary citizen, Religious processions
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are forbidden under the severest penalty of the
law. Marriage service performed by the clergy is
not regarded as legal, as that sacred institntion had
heen so much abused by them, that it was found
necessary to completely curtail their power, and
marriage by the etvil law was enacted.

The monnsteries were closed, and the buildings
appropriated to other purposes, and the monks were
obliged to seek asylums in countries more tolerant
to the Catholic veligion than Mexico, More recently
it has been found necessary to suppress the order of
the Sisters of Charity and close tlie convents, and
Congress passed a law, during the past year, to that
effect. Tt has been looked upon by many persons
abroad, as being a most extraerdinary act of the
Mexican Government, as the Sisters of Charity are
known to be a class of persons, who, in numerous
instances, are Dbenelactors to suffering humanity.
The Government did noi; command the suspension
of their works of mercy, but recommended their
continuance in them, but ordered them to lay aside
their peeuliar distinguishing garb, and assume that
worn by other women in Mexico, DBut the dis-
comfited nuns, rather ithan give up their conceived
holy attire, have quit their country and sought
shelter in this and othier conntries, where the vest-
ments of Romanism are less obnoxious Lhan they
are in Mexico.

Objections to the convents arose from their seclu-
gion, and because of their affording a rendezvous
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for parties of an exceedingly suspicious character.
These religious cloisters were subject to the undis-
puted control of the priests, among whom virtue is
not supposed to exist, in Mexico, ITor confirmation
of this supposition I will relate, in evidence, a fact
wlrich came under my observation several years ago.
A gentleman who resided in one of the principal
towns on the Rio Grande, a merchant of extensive
business, informed me that he had a niece whom he
had wished to place in a Mexican convent, wlere
she might, witl other attainments, become familiar
with the Spanish language. Ile made inquiries of
persons who had traveled cxtensively in Mexico,
and had enjoyed the mcans of becoming familiar
with the character of the convents, and through
these sources, which he believed to be relinble, he
had learned that scarcely “one out of twenty girls”
who enler these secluded domains of popery, cmerge
with purity of heart and character, -
This gentleman, who was an intelligent Jew, said
he had no prejudices on account of their religion, as
to him, Catholicism stood on the same footing with
Protestantism ; but of the character of the nununerjes
of Mexico, he had the most utter disrespectand horror,
It is my opinion that thiz gentleman labored
under no misapprehension, and that these pretended
educational institutions were excerting a demoralizing
influence which was felt in every department of
socicty. The Government could not fail to know
this, hence, the solution of this extraordinary act.”

.
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It is fully evident that the Mexican Government
is emcerging, althougl by great tribulation, out of
desolations scarcely conceivable by those who luve
no definite knowledge of the calamities which have
befutlen the country through the baleful influence
of Roman Catholicism. The train of cvils can not
be rectified at ouce, and perhaps not during the
preseut generation. The muny sad aspeets which

~this unfortunate country cxhibits from time to time

should be regarded with an eye of cliarity, and due
forbearance exercised toward the slow progness
which seems to be going on in Mexico,

The priests still exercise considerable eontrol over
a portion of the ignorant masses. The wonder is,
with such subtle and determined foes, that Protest-
antism has gained the footing it has, So visibly
Las divine power been exercised in the establish-
ment of a pure Christianity in Mexico, that we need
not doubt of its ultimate triumph. Thus far, and
no farther shall the enemy be permitted to prevail -
in a cause, which is pre-ciinently the Lord’s cause.
The history of all Christian Missions presents the
same record as that of Mexico, The establishment
of Christ’s kingdom iu this world required a costly
sacrifice, and for the extension and perpctuity of this
kingdom, we should not shrink from any offering
which duly to Christ may demand.

Aside from the demoralizing influence of Roman-
ism, the Mexicans gencrally are a simple, inoffen- -
sive people. DBeing a mixture of races, we find
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characteristics which scarcely exist in any other
nation of people, DProbably ibe Indian clenent
predominntes, ag their habits correspond move with
that race; yet therve are exhibited many distinetive
traits of Spanish character.  Somectimes o very
favorable combination is observed, where the cool
blood of the Indian is happily blended with the hot
blood of the Spaniard. Mexicaus are found of caleu-
lating minds with quick and ingenious penetration,
whom, if born and reared under other circumstances,
might have become lights 1h the world.

Juarez was a man of rare patural ability, and
notwithstanding the great disadvantages uuder
which he labored, lie exhibited a moral and mental
character which would refleet honor on any country.
Lven Santa Auna portrayed a greal amount of
geniug, although deficient in moral principle.  Jew
men of any nation are capable of exerting a more
extengive and powerful influence than this political
tyrant during Lis reign over Mexico.

\Fhile we find some leading minds in Mexico we
find the greater portion of the people passive under
the rule of their superiors. Unlike the Narth
Awnerican Indians, they are casily made subjects of
the will of otliers, Peonage, a species of slavery,
has ptevalled from the carliest period, and still
exists, yet is gradunlly disappearing. Although a
species of slavery, it ig voluntary, as the individual
sells himself for a sum of money, and engages to
work for the one to whom he sells himself until ke

[ 3
TWENLY YHARS AMONG THE MEXICANS., 207

pays tae debl. The wages are determined by. the
man who pays the money, and he is careful to make
them so low that the poor wman ean ncver obtain
the means, above the support of his fumily for his
redemption ; consequently remains a peon for life, as
he can fabor for no other master but the one to
whom he has obligated himself, Parents somctimes
dispose of their children in this unnatural manner,
in cases of extreme necessity,  Soon after I went to
Monterey, I observed a boy on the strect selling
confectionary, and my attention was attracted by
lis stopping frequently, and leoking in upon my
sehool through the prated windows. I sumetimes
talked with him, aud fouud him an intelligent boy
of about eleven years of age. Ile would say, thal
he would like Lo go to school too, that he believed
he conld learn bis book as well as any others. I
made inquiry about this boy, and ascertained that
his father liad sold him for seventeen dollars, and
that Lis owner was giving him a mavier (six cents)
a day for his services. :

"The bright appearance of the boy interested me,
and I made inquiries of his conduct, and became
satisBed of his hopeful character, and proposed to
his father, that if he would give me control of the
boy for five years, I would pay his redemptlon take
bim, clothe and educate him at my own expense.
He accepted the proposition, and Filemon becate a
member of my family and a pupil in my school.
Ile manifested the deepest gratitude, and proved
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himself worthy of my confidence and affection. His
scholarship was highly gratifying, and when his
term of etlucation had expired was capable of teach-
ing, andt we put him in charge of one of our schools,
The Mexicans are susceptible of the strongest
friendships, aml I have always found them true and
faithful as long as 1 reposed confidence in them, 1t
has rarely occurred that « Mexican has proved him-
self treacherous to me, althongh that ehavacteristic
is often charged to the account of these people.
Women are troated with due cousideration, I
any thing, woman holds the highest position in the
faruily, dispensing her will without opposition.  The
wants of these people are lew and simple, hence
there exisis but little necessity for lubor, and they
are, consequeutly, habitually indolent. The climaice
conbributes {0 this end ; s there being scareely any
winter, they are under no necessity of preparing for
the futvre.  Floeks and herds subsist on the mount-
ains and ou the praivies with but little care, and
productions abound almost spontancously, or wilh
but little actual labor, so that their food can casily
be oblained. The principal bread of the Mexicans
is the tortilla, a small cake, made somewhat like a
griddle calce, from corn, ground belween two stones
by the women, Although there are mills where
wheat is made into flour, and corn might be ground
into meal, yet the natives prefer the primitive mode,
and the greater portion of the labor performed by
the women is grinding their corn and making tor-
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tillag, Mexicans would consider their meal incom-
plete without this kind of bread, which, with frijoles
(a small bean), and meat highly secasoned with
pepper, gurlies, and onious, constitutes the chicf
living. Dishes are often prepared of a compound
of weal and vegetables, and goften up in & manner
not 1o be despisest by foreigners even,  Their vsual
manuner of taking their meals 18 sitting on their
heels or on the {loor, around the vessels in which
heir food has heen eooleed, and taking their food in
theiv fingers, or when nceessity requires they nuke
a sort of a gpoon of their tortilla,  Thia primitive
mode is generally practiced, yet among some of the
belter clugs of Mexicans o more civilized style is
adopted. L do uol believe, however, that a dozen
families can be found in Monterey who have a knife
or a fork in their houses for eating purposes. It is
only within a few years that chairs have been used,
and now are regarded in many houses as gpore for
ornmuncut than for use, The wife of the Governor
saidl to me one day, “I get so tired eitting on a
chair, T Dhave to sit down on the floor to rest
mysell.” .

In many respeets, the Mexicans are the true ehil-
dren of nature, following only those habits which
inclination dictates. T have hesitated breaking into
their long established customs, where I could see
no decided immorality growing out of them, lest
they might confound esternal improvements with
internal reformation of heart and character. Some
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change in dress, however, we have always insisted
on for church and schdol, as their mode was quite
too light and airy to comport with our ideas of pro-
priety. A ready compliance was always manifested
by the converts, and we never failed to uige a
change of Labits in any respect where we thought
any woral principle was iuvolved.

Family affection is & prominent trail of Mexican
character.  Although domestic life has been subject
to vicissitudes which might have destroyed all family
ties, yet affection has bound those people together
where no other bond has existed.  Before religious
liberty was cstablished, marringe was subject to the
clergy, and as these diguitaries ol the church had
no object but a mercenary one, their fee for perform-
ing the ceremany was so exorbitant that but few of
the people were able to mueel it, conéequcntly, the
great majority of Mexican people who were living
together in the family relation, had never Leen
united by marriage. The evils which might have
grown out of this loose state of affairs were not ag
disastrous as might have resulted, as most of thase
who came together in this unscriptural manver,
remained faithful through life in all their duties
and relations.

The practice of the priests in this matter, so im-
portant to the well being of society, shows how much
they cared for the morals of their subjects, and were
it not a well know fact, would appear too perfectly
absurd to be credited. 1 have heard of somewhat
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an amusing incident related of one priest who
demanded only a dunkey for performing the war-
riage serviee, and as every Mexican is able to owo a
donkey, the priest was thronged with applicants for
martiage, until his enclosnres beeame filled with

these humble animals. Providence favored this

hencvolent priest by making it necessary to draw
water from a distance to supply the town, and lhe
was enabled to turn hLis donkeys to profitable ac-
count.

‘This animal abounds in Mexico, even the beggars
ride on donkeys as they go from door to door on the
days which the law allows. Begging is so common
in Mexico that it Lhas to be restricted to a certain
day of the week, and on that day the strects are
thranged, and the donors generally have their gifts
prepared, as long prayers are repeated, and often
exceedingly annoying, so the soomer the beggar is
disposed of the better.

Although there are many sad exhibitions of
Mexican character, nevertheless, there are found
many redeeming ones. Moving about among these
people for twenty years, I have felt a consciousness
of safety which was produced by the impression
which T instinctively enlertained, that a Mexiean
would pever harm a lady. 1 have lived often
entirely alone in my house, and yet without hny
fear, Time and again, have I traveled without any
other protection than Mexicans, and frequently have
been obliged to sleep in Mexican houses, surrounded
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by people of whom I knew nothing, yet, strange as
it may seem, I committed myselt to quict rest,
because I knew my faithful guard, the proprietor of
the stage, would watch that no harm came unear nie,
talcing his position {or rest, where he might be sore
that his charge should be unmolesied.

Mexicans have a chivalrous respect for wontan,
and an estimation, I have often thought, mearly
allied to a sacred reverence. Lheir deity is o
woman ; the people geuerally have no higher con-
ception of a Divinity than the Virgin Mary, and I
fully believe they dare not treat a woman otherwise
than respectfully, lest they offend their dearly loved
Madonna. Iljs not unfiequently the ease, that gen-
tlemen traveling with money or wider other danger-
ous circumstanees, avail themselves of the company of
ladies, knowing that the worst class of Mexicans are
awed by the presence of a lady, During revolu-
tions, men who have wives are secute from being
drafted for the army while by their side, as the
officer would not so insult a lady, as to exceute his
commission - upon  her husband in her presence,
Hence, during those fearfal times, a man ig rarely
secn ontside his home, or ifob]igcd to go out on the
street, he is quite sure to keep his better half at Lis
side. _

It is generally conceded that the civilization of a
country can be measured by the estimation in which
woman is held, and the natural infercnce would be,
that Mexico bad sarrived at a much higher degree
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of civilization than facts clearly show. We can not
tell how far this chivalrous sentiment has served to
mollify Mexican character, nor what degree of bar-
Larism might have prevailed among a people of such
unfortunate birth and education.

In my missionary labor among the Mexicans, I
have expericnced very great advantages from this
prevailing sentiient,  Much surprise has been ex-
pressed at my audacity in planting Protestant in-
stitations right tn the teeth of Romanism, particu-
larly at Mounterey, iu the very heart of Popery, and
at g0 curly a period that religious liberty among
many was scarcely realized to be a fact, The
priests, no doubl, waiched with jealous eye this
singular invasion of their sacred territory ; yet what
could (hey do, a woman was at the bottom of the
miseliief, and how could they lay violent hands on
her! Drotestantism and the Bible gained a firm
footing in Mexico, and the persecuting hand of
Romanism was stayed. 1 wounld not presume 1o
say Lhat it was the wisdom of Gad to put a woman
in the (ront ranks of Protestantisni in Mexico, but
I do say that a woman has stood firmly on ground
of which a man would have been dispossessed, and
perhaps with the loss of his life.

It is of little importance comparatively by whose
instromentality a pure Christianity has acquired a
permanent (ooting in Mexico, but it is n matter of
great importance and of joyful exultation, that the
true Lsdight is now cmanating from many parts of
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Papal Mexiee, and shedding its purifying influences
upon the hearts of thousauds of its benighted people.
I fully belleve, that if the American churches do
their daty as God’s Providence seems to be pointing
out, not many years will elapse before Mexico takes
lier place among the evangelized nations of the cacth,

What, though revolutions may prevail in Mexics,
and though an uprising might convulse the country
from one cxtremity to the other, {fo-morrow, we need
not be surprised nor discouraged! These convul-
sions are the upheaving of public sentiment which
needs purifying; and, no doubt, will come out of
these fires, elevated and refined. 1 would say fo
Protestant Chiristians, stand ready with your Bibles
and other printed truth, to apply those leaves which
ave for the healing of the nations when the turbu-
lent waves become assuaged. Christ {s bidding us
take that land for Him, and shall we hesitate to go
forward, even at the risk of life, in a battle which
our glorions Captain bas waged against papal
arrogance and usurpation?  IMwith already plants
the standard of vietory upon the seenc of confliet,
and although some brave heroes may fall on the
field of battle, yeb vietory is sure to triumph in the
cad, for the asseveration of the Almighty has gone
forth, “unto Me, every knee shall how, and every
tongue shall confess,”
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