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PREFACE,

In the narration of events, scenes, or oljects, an intent, paramount
to all others, should be faith{ulness and trathfiness; and bearing
this impression in mand, it has heen my endeavor to picture Wesiern
Mexico, not with any overweening notions ag to Amerienn Destiny,
but as it appeared to me dwing my sojowrn, and from information
obtained throngh oflicial reports and zurveys which the courlesy of
offirinls and private individuale presented to my notice.

The Report of the joint Commission to survey the boundbry line
bhetween the two Republies, ad the Report of the United Stntes
Depitation to survey the Tehuantepee ronte for a Railroad, in the
years 1850 and 1851, in fuvor of o New Orlenns Company, as veturned
and preseated fo the two respective Gloverniments, have both como
under 1y observation.

AndT bep here Lo vetnen my acknowledgments for not only nving
had the privitege of examining those Reports, hut the many graphic
gketelies otherwise forwarded to my considerntion and npplication,
for the ohject of this Work. )

Before leaving San Ifanciseo for my Mexican trip, Thad p ted
tne, threugh the ITon. James Van Ness, then Mayor, a lotter of intro-
duction from tha firm nf Bolton, Barron & Co., to that of Lcheguren &
Clo., Mazatlan, which was immediately acknowledged on my arrival,
i1 & manner characteristic of true Mexican Gentlemen. From this
firm and several German houses, reridents in Mazatlan, T reccived
every attention which T desived; while the former forwarded my pur-
poses by the way of introdnctions where ever T traveled ; thns promot-
ing the means of my gaining information, the aggregate of which, I
hiegr here to present for thie consideration of the Publie.
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LETTERS ON WESTERN MEXICO.

LETTER L

The Introductien—A Sea Voyage to Mazallnn, Mexico—Incidents—Amerlcan Pas-
sengers - Thetr Intentions—Conversatlon of the Mixed Charactorlslica—Antip
athy agningt Amerleans—Reasoned with them  An Infeliigent Mexlean—Spend
Ing time at Sca —Amnerlcan Gamblers —Lollee Ingqulrles.

Amigo Mro :—Ever ready to sacrifice ense to be of
service, and the means of communicating information, you
will please have the kind indulgence to excuse my cxtend-
ing to you these many letters,

The ohject of these is to impart much of that light res.
pecting a couniry which, geographically, possesses & most
lively interest to Americans.

On Sunday morning, February 12th, of the present
year, (1856) when nature seemed invigorated by the fresh-
ness of the past night, the green shade of morn appeared
upen the hill-tops, and the sun arose in his pristine splen-
dor, and lit up the dusky clouds.,

My passage having been secured a few days previous,
on the hermaphrodite brig Arizona, Capt. Newman in
command, she lLoisted anchor and made sail ; and bidding
adieu to the metropolis of California—=San Francisco-—she
passed gracefully out the Golden Gate, and the helmsman
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gently turned her eourse to the porl of lier destination—
Mazatlan, Mexico.

The brecze was light til the fifth day, when the wind
arose from the north-east, and continued with slight inter-
mission up to the 21st of February.  The period of these
five days was that of dullmonotony, and it could have been
appreciated mucl more on land, even i the forest wild,
than in Uiis slow sailer, dragging her cdumsy length along.
In looking over the pussenger list, T ohsevved there were
twelve cabin passengers, hound for various parts o Mex-
ico.  They were Amertcus, and with yarious pursuits in
mind ; some merchants, mechanics; gamblers, and one
lawyer accompanied by an American lady.  The Jawyer I
aflerwards saw in Gaadadajara, near two himdred and fifty
miles from San Blas, inlund, It was his infention to re-
main some dime in the country, to acquaint himself with
its lnws and the municipal regalations of its {fowns and
citics. I my memory serves me right, there were twenty
sleerage  passengers; consisting ol Mexicans, Spaniards,
Italians, Frenchmen, and also a few Mexicun sefioras. Their
conversalion ran much upon Californin—the success they
had met with—the many hair-breadth escapes—ithe treat-
ment of Americans towards them, and the general feelings
manifested by Amwericans against Mexicans and native
Calilornians, in the State of California.

Frequently I reasoned with them, admitting some facts
which were too glaring ta be hidden by any of (he lenient
rules of sophism ; but taking every advaniage which cour-
tesy in argument could possibly afford, to make the Amer-
tean charncter it California appear as reputable as the
force of eircumstances would consistently permit, or bear.
Never being sen-sick, (he second day out from the Golden
Gate, and s we were sailing along under a Iight wind, T
became nequainted with an intolligent Mexican, who had.
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passed several years in Crlifornin, but wifhout succesa.
He related many incidents concerning bis ndventures and
pursuils in California, and his cndeavors to make money ;
but he noticed that his plans were anticipated, and himself
circumvenled by some seemingly unabserving Americons,
IIe concluded very justly, that there was no particular ne-
cessity for Mexicans to emigrate from their native cobintry ;
for out of it, away from their institutions and laws, they
could scarcely act so as to cope with the business men of
the world.

Every day I passed several hours with this gentleman
in conversation, and reading Spanish, and ke in reading
Fnglish to me. In this way we improved ench other in
ncquiring what is of reciprocal utility, and husbaunded that
time which is too often turned to a dead account.  And
thus we placed a true value upon the passing moments,
while many prided themsclves upon taking oaths and
playing cards, that they might the more aptly, adapt them-
sclves to Mexican habits and eusioms.

Here let me be condid and anticipate ere I pass on:
Let no American gamblers come inle Mexico with the
vain hope of ultimate success in that pursuit, or of meeting
with a cordial recognition in the better circle of society ;
for here in the land of strangers, and prejudice against
foreiguers, their names sound even worse than at home;
and the police, when an opportunity presents, hunt them
down with wnceasing perseverance in most parts. There
were two noted gamblers on board of the brig; one from
Marysville, and the other from Sacramento eity, who, on
arriving at Mazatlan, took lodgings, and soon assumed their
peculinr characteristies.  The police and the most respect-
able citizens, shortly after our landing, made inquiries of
the captain respecting the habits of the passengers; for

bl
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such an officer is usually expected o discaver something
of them on a long passage.
This I will mention more fully when speaking of our
zojourn in the city of Mazatlan,
Adios,
Sefior,

(o}

AerICOLA.
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER II.

Isiand of Magdalena—Shipwreck there—Cape 8f. Luena—Const of Lower Californ)a
—¥nlley of 8Ban Jore of Callforuia 14ajn, ita Frulls and Productiona—La I'az, the
Capltal of Californin Tiaja—TLa I'nz Y eavl Fishery- Cofrse Salt—Imprisonrnent
of av Engllshinan of the Cape—IMatance from the Cape to Mazatlan—Aiet g

7hnler at Sea pear the Cape—a Sen Voynge Tedions,

Amco Mo :—Again T fear that T may trespass upon
your kind patiemge in the further consideration of my jour-
nal. Not far above Cape St. Lucas (near 130 miles) we
passed the noted island of Magdalenn, between which and
che const, and necar the island, the ill-fated Independence
was wrecked, with her freight of human flesh, to rescue
itself the best it could from the lashing and tumultuous
wave upon wave.

Of this disaster, and of the passengers, much have I
heard in foreign parts; and there the fear of sympathy
and the hand of charity have been blended together to
succor and comfort the distressed on this ocedsion.

On the 22d of February, about noon, we were nearly
opposite to Cape St. Lucas. Light winds prevailed hear
the cape, and we found it much warmer than usual; the
thermometer standing at 80 degrees of Farhenheit. This
out from land, was a great change in the climste from
what we had experienced in sailing down the coast. The
whole coast of Lower California is generally abrupt and
barren, with few inlets and green landseapes to attract the
eye of the voyager. '

From the Island of Muagdelena to the eape, il presentsa
forbidding aspect, being jagged in its general outlines;
though directly behind the cape, and within forty miles ia
the renowned valley of San José of Lower California.

Thia valley is rich in pasturage, nnd in the production
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of fruits, aud being somewhat capacious, it sapplies the
market of Mazatlan with fresh grapes, far sweeter than
those grown at Los Angclos, in the State of California ;
also oranges, limes, raisins, dried figs, tallow and litdes.
At La Paz, in Lower California, pearl-fishery is exten-
sively pursued, and that oo, with profil to the most of those
engaged in that avocation.

La Paz is the seat of government of Lower California,
nolwithstanding it is small, and its site sandy ; and were it
not. for pearl-fishery it would be little known, nor ever would
it have gained its present commercial importance.  Large
quantities of coarse and pure salt; of a fine saline quality,
are obtained from near La Paz, on small islands in the
Gulf of Calilornia, and shipped directly to San Francisco,
and also te Mazatlan and San Blas. When near the cape,
I was informed that an Englishman lived there, and had
for many years; that he not unfrequently acted in the ca-
pacity of pilot to vessels desiring to touch at the Cape, and
also in that of wender of ship supplies when needed, no
matter what national flag might wish them,

For the simple act of supplying an American vessel with
some provisions, hie was scized and thrown into prison, by
the order of the Governor of Lower California, Blancarte ;
though prior to this, he was ordered by the Governor not
to succor any American vessel coming into port, even
should she be in distress. Perhaps some palliation may be
extended for this want of humanity and conriesy on the
part of the Governor, as it was then rather a fillibustering
period aboul the C"zl,pe. It is near two hundred miles from
the Cape to Mazailan, and the direction is mostly east.
The meuth of the Gulf occupics this distance, and looks
ocean-like. It is not unfrequently rough, yet small snil-
boats cross it every week, going to or from Mazatlan. On
the 23d we sailed along under a light wind, and last night
we encoimntered o whaler off the Cape. We rounded to,
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and slickening sail, passed nenr enough to aalute him, and
found that he was on bis whaling ground.  We did not
fearn that hie had as yet met with maeh suecess, but since
I have been informed that it is quite common for whalers
to do well in the vieinity of this lutitude.  Near midnight,
the wind arese and continned tll ten o'clock to-day, when
it appenarcd like rain, which appenrance did not pass off
without giving us a fine shower. It modified the sultri-
ness of the air, and invigorated much out physical sys-
tems, and sharpened, in no smallt degree, onr mental capac- |
ilies.  On the 24th of February at 12 o’elock, we were
near one hundred miles from Mazatlan; it rained most of
the nigtmegud part of the next day. The wind was light and

o the west; though shifting. Nothing, as to 2 sen
‘oyage, is more pminful than lo be lLecalmed out on the
wsean, in a low Iattitudeg It is really enough, on a sailing
vessely to test most amply the patience of n stoie philoso-
pher.  When contemplating the pleasure of taking a sen
voyaze, it is well to supply one’s self with useful books,
that time may nol hang heavily, bat be beneficially spent
in storing the mind with the treasnres of literature. Tt is
really an wnexpected draw upon paticnce to be cooped up
in a small brig, with a scunty and nopalatable allowance,
and that too, for many days, where unconirolled actions
strongly indicate the propensities which rule man in a
‘rude state of society.

By this time the passengers became much wearied
from the length of the voyage, the smallness of the eabin,
and its want of ventilation, anul their unexpected fare, as
also from the lenky condition of their berths, and common
humidity of the vessel.

Adios,
Seior,

ACRICOLA,
CiNCINNATUS.
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LETTER ILL

Capinln of the Nrlg Arizonn—3teering fur the I'ovt of Mazntlan—Clondy I?cnlfs——
Apprehension for our anfoly-—Lnudreape pspeet near the Fovt Arrlval in Iort
—Custom Ilonge OMicrrs— Courleous comdnet of thise Ofticers—Deseription of
the I*ert of Mazntlan, It9 apparont capacity and safety—Clty of Afazailan, Ite
shte--Furt commanding the Clly —Streels of the Cley—Slorca—Gold angd slivey

Culn.

An160 Mio :—I must ¢onfess that T manifest a strong
propensity ns 10 lelter writing, yet it is by the medium of
travel that we gain aceurnte information respecting foreign
conntries.

With reference fo our passage, the Captain was attentive
to his duties in the navigation of the brig, good-vatured,
taciturn, and rather slow to feary but he wanted a consid-
erahle more sell contral and respect fo hiave the domestic .
riTairs properly adminisicred on board. We expected to
arrive in port on the 2ith of February, as the wind was
fresh and drove us along near due east. 1t is necessary
at this time of the year to steer above the port of Mazatlan,
that the vessel may run down, for it she happens (o touch
far helow it usually takes her much time to retrace her
position.

At the dawn of doy, February 25th, Jand was quite ap-
parent ; though the momtainous peaks and high hills in
proximity la the cily of Mazutlan, seemed to he lnmg with
misty clouds, which shed their influcvee far out on (he
ocean.  We were at eight o'clock within ten miles of "the
city, and possessed of strong feelings and presentiments as
to drawing nearer and disembarking 3 for the tales we had
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‘read of this strange country, from our enrliest day fo this,

arosc slowly to mind and awakened rather a fearful appre-
hension for our safely, during our sojourn in this Republic.
It was rainy and clondy, and slight winds, mostly from the
routh-west, prevailed i onr drawing near the port.”

The monntain ranges beeame quite conspicuous; the
coast iron-bomnd with a few inlets ; and the whole land-
seape with valleys and mountains promiscuously arranged,
presented to the wearied voyager a grand and imposing
scenery, and na most beautiful and enchanting green, from
the fresh raing which nature was fhen shedding over them.
Notwithstanding this range, small’ sugar-loaf mountaing
rose frequently near nand in the distance, to break the
monotony of a continuous scene. At cleven oclock we ar-
rivéd in port, and shortly aficrwards we were boarded by
custgm house officers, who to all appearance, were business-
Vik(Pmen, and "W far as 1 could observe, we were trented
in no manuer uiibecoming a great power. Qur passports
were not demanded, no unreasonable search wns made,
and scarecly any delay to our disembarkation was offered ;
and 1n faef, I conld ghally see no difference batween the
treatment of Americans lhere, and on the Hawaliau
Islands; though, but of late, a band of fearless adventurers
were made to pass through this country to the Capital, in
n wreteched and degraded manner.

The port of Mazatlan is not capacious, nor aurrouuded
by those safe land-marks characteristic of many of the ports
upan the Pacific coast. A zoutherly wind, or & south-wester
Ishould imagine would prove somewhat disastrous to ship-
ping, as the land is low on the south-cast, and on the south-
west open mostly to the ocean.  The inner harbor is far
from admitiing heavy merchant vessels, like the clipper
ships arriving in the port of San Francisco ; though safely”
the ocean steamers appronch and retreat to pursve Lheir

Aﬁ?
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CITY AKD HARDOR OF MAZATLAR.

L
In the foreground of this eut of Mnzatian may boe seen & number of sinali Imu.uoa
bulit of sticks, reeda, and adobes, with roafs soanewhal cone-shaped, and thatehe

wiih palm leaves: while In the middle of the engraving, but less consplcuous, i
wron tho best portlon of (o city; and beyond are aeep the liarbor and high pronon-

lto , Whieh I have already notlced, mnd which I stinll s06m mentlon mere particon-
arly
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onward course when touching into this port. Larpe ships
ahchor under the lee of the Island of Creston, which is
rather small, but much elevated,  Tno this harbor there are
two other islands, that of Venado and Pajaros. During
the rainy season the same winds prevail here as at Sun
Blas, and the same dangers as to being driven ashore, de-
tract much from its commercial position and advantages.

The city of Mazatlan is nearly surrounded by water, a
mere tangee connecting it to the main land. Near the
water’s edge and back half of a mile, the surface of the site
is even, and also to the limit of the city, from the fort on
the west, for more than a mile eastward; yet back farther
it is uneven aud ungraded. The Mort commanding the
inner harbor o the cily is located on the side of an eleva-
tion of near 1500 fect, and on the summit of this, one can
take into view mountain peaks, capt with honry rocks and
coountls ;3 low hills, and undulating valleys both green and

foeautil'ul. At this fggl there are several cannons plauted,
ranging, one would imagine, nearly half mast of u ship;
yet it is really supposed that even these national guns might
do execution.

The streets of the ci%‘e not laid out regularly, but
turned and changed as fancy and prejudice might prompt
different parties to sct; though there is one main street
which leads out into the country, and on which are situated
most of the retail stores; and many of tliem do a large
business. The wholesale stores cccupy a place on streets
ncar the mole, and on those-but a short distance in the
rear. Of all kinds of stores and shops for selling goods,
provisions, liquors, and vegetables in the cily of Mazatllan,
the number may not exceed tive hundred.

The exchange made use of here is gold and silver coin,
and some gold dust is brought tn.  The doubloons are well
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executed and have about them a peculiar ativaction ; the
silver coin has not that neat appearance which the eoin in
the United States usually presents.
Adios,
Sefior,

AGRICOLA.
CivoInNATUS.
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LETTER IV,

City Drrellings—Floora Carpeted—drats —Roofs—Style of Archifectura—ITanses
furntshed—CGoods Imported—Cairts nid Wagona—Tr. lienven, his carrlago—
Strecls T'aved- -alile-Walks.

Anrao Mro :—If T did not conceive some utility in thus
communteating to you fully what has fallen, and is fulling
under my notice, I should observe a certain degree of taci-
tarnity.,  Concerning the buildings in the city, T have seen
some made of stones, though the chief material is soft-
br rnt bricks, of one foot square, yet some adobes are used
by the poorer classes for the construction of their huts in
the suburbs of the city. Most of the dwellings are one
story, being ten feet between the joists, but sorae foreigners
and Mexicans of late, have erceied twostory dwellings and
stores ; yet this is quite rare here. Buildings are put up
in a very rough manner, and plastered inside and out,
though after having been brought to a plumb line; they
are then penciled off into squares, which gives them rather
an attractive, but still an illusory appearance.

The floors and roofs are made of brick. For the floor,
the ground is raised and the surface leveled, and then the
bricks are laid in a eement, which makes the floors very
durable, and eoel in summer.  When it is desired thal the
floors should Le carpeted, wool ar common cotlon is laid
down first, and then the carpet; by which means the carpet
is kept from wearing out so fast, and is made pliable.
Among the poorer -classes, the floors are not carpeted
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usually, but a native mat is used, which rather gives the
appearance of political economy in a country of so much
prodigalily.

Ieavy joists, and close together, ave laid acrossthe walls
of the building for the voof, and on these, a tight floor of
bourds is adjusted, and then on this bricks are mechani-
enlly luid to the amount of one foot in thickness, and care-
fully comented over so as to make the roof thoroughly
water-tight.  This kind of a roof is sell adapted {o the
{ropics, as ave also the walls of the buildings, which are
commonly three feet thick. In such houses one never
fecls oppressed by heal, nar aflected by cold, but can
always sleep well at night. I am not aware that I com-
monly discovered any particular mechanical skill in the
construclion of the buildings in this city, nor much good
taste. The style of architecture is rather mixed with that
of the Moorr'sh and Gothic, scarcely indieating any of the
national peculiarities. The doors are clumsy and large,
and are generally fastened on the inside by wooden bars;
and the windows have mostly iron gratings of three quarters
of an inch in diameter, and sometimes shutters, Glass
windows arc not cominon only armong the better classes,
and the iron gratings to all rather impress a foreigner with
the iden of being in a cily of prisons, than in that of free-
dem of speech, or locomotion.

The inside walls are frequently papered, and that in the
French style, with Irench paper; and the parlors of the
rich are clegantly and tastefully supplied with French
chnirs, eentre-tables, sofas, pianos, mirrors, Turk ey carpets,
mats, &e., &e., and in fact, with ali suel, houscs are fur-
nished which would constitule well-arranged mansions in
the United States, or in Europe.  Also as much atiention
to the comforts of thesleeping apartments, I imagine, i3
paid in this Republic, among the better class of Mexicans,
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ag in the United States or Barope, among the same  class,

Most of the goods sold here are jmported directly from
TFourope; and German houses seem rather to take the lead
in commereial pursuits throughout the country.  Gold,
silver, copper and dye-woods are shipped to Iurope in
payment for these poods,  Log-wood is in great abundance
in the vear of Mazatian, and to no great distunce. Many
ship loads arc packed in on mules and burros, which go
grunting along the strects, as if keeping time to their slow
and sleady mnarch.  Fregnently T have seen one hundred
in & train, passing on to the point of deposing their weighty
loads.,  Burros are made use of for packing mortar, bricks,
lunber, &e., from house te house, and place to place, about
the strects, instead of drays; though of late years, and since
the war with the Vnited Siales, a two-wheeled cart has
come inlo use, and also some wagons drawn by miles, har-
nessed in the usual manner of other countries.

As yet, I bave scen but one four-wheeled carriage in
the city, which is owned by Dr. Deaven, a druggist, from
the State of Kentucky., This gentleman has practiced
his profession some fifteen years, in this town and region of
country, nob distant more thaa one hundred leagues. e
has been truly successful and is now living in comparative
afliuence ; and having some years ago married a Mexican
lady, he seems to get along smartly, by identifying himself
with the welfare of the country; though encompassed and
nurtured in the midst of revolution.  Lhe Doctor seldom
rides in his carriage as the streets are not well adapted to
this kind of pleasnre, and as a carriage road does not ex-
tend farinto the countyy. The streets are mostly paved with
round cobble slones, and in a coneave form, so that the
water may drain off' in the centre of the street; these
stones are laid in cement and become quile firm, so that
they are not easily misplaced, except during the rainy
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genson.  T'he sidewalks are narvrow ; some are made of
timbers hewn and iaid, so that two persons can walk side
by side ; others arc constructed of soll-burnt bricks, and
also flag stones, Qu any of them but two persons can
walk together, and generally when met in this manner,
some of the party step from the sidewalk on the street, to
effect the passing,
Adios,
Setor,

Acnricora.
CIxCINNATUS,
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LETTER V.

Qovernment Duliinps~¥ove-Spouts - Clineeh —Mextean  Archllecidfe — French
Hotply - 1Tortleadtare In the Cltiyv—Mexicnn Ladles—Frafts - Plaza Publlca—
Market Time—The Country People or Pnfsanos—Provigions and Vegetables,

Axigo Mio—Every thing here being so different from
what it is in the United States, there seems to an observer
of events and scenes, an ample scope to enter into, for the
purpose of imparting information of intcrest and worth.

The Government buildings; such as the Custom-houses
of foreign and inland duties, forts, arsenals, and the custom
house for the reception of goods being inspected before the
foreign dutics ave paid, are, for the most part, well con-
structed, capacious, airy, nud remarkably adapted to the
torrid zone. These, as well as private buildings, have a
species, or rather kind, of ecave-spouts, which, in the rainy
season scavcely extend the dripping vaters from the side-
walks. This, in the United States, would scem like a great
inconvenience and nuisance to foot bipeds in passing along
on the side-walks,  ITere many o fime, T have seen, by this
means, o starehied collar and pleated rufile 1aid low in mois-
ture, to cool off {he imagination, as the wearer rapidly
walked along, intently pursuing his object.

There is but one church in Mazatlan, and this is not very
large ; though sulliciently so to lold the churéh-going citi-
zens.  But few of the gentlemen attemi churceh, and scarcely
any of the forcigners.  This suhject T shalt allude to when
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apealing of the manners and eustoms of this people, in an-
other part of these letiers.

What adils most to the Mexican composit.e_architecture,
consists in the beautiful construction of arches and col-
umns, and these ave not uncommon to the better class of
Luildings facing the streets, or inside of the court-yards,
buth for the first and secoud stories.  They rather impress
a stranger with the altractive order and grandeur of Span-
ish arehitecture.

In the city of Mazatian, T have yet scen bul two hotels ;
and (hese are kept by Frenchmen, who charge cnough, (314
per week) and have many changes of plaies, but more gas
than sanee.  In fact, such hotels in California would re-
ceive no patronage, and would not here, were it not neces-
sary for travelers to resort to some publie inn till they be-
come nequainted. The Frenel are quite noted for hotel
keeping threughout tite Republie; and it is equally notari-
ous lo American travelers in Mexico, that, with a few
praiscworliy exceptions, they are thc meancst and most
parsimomiouns hosls who hiave ever chanced to grace an inn,
or n caravansary.  In such hosts, there is one thread only
uniting them to existence ; and this deranged, their whole
system would cvaporaie like the morning dew. A good
holel in Mazatlan is much needed ; and if kept upon a plan,
80 as fo use {reely such articles and provisions as the mar-
ket affords, the traveling community would have but little
reason to complain,  Searcely any atiention is paid to hor-
ticulture by the citizens at their private residences ; though
inside of the court-yards, flowering shrubs, rose bushes, the
myvtle, the hyaeinth and the trailing vine, &e., &e., yet in
snall variety, are not unfrequently scem, {rained Iy the
snowy hand of some delicate, blushing maid.  Trom what
1 have been able to observe of Mexican ladies in this par-
ticular, I am disposed to give them much eredit for their
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delicate and refined taste, as to ihe adjustment of Aowers
and plants.

IFruits of those kinds which would grow well in proxim-
ity to the city, are ravely cultivated, either for ornament,
beauly or use; notwithstanding, the public plaza is now
tastefully laid out, with seats on the sides of the square,
made of brick ; having brick backs and painted red, with
brick walks through the centre, coineiding with either point
of tlie cothpass, and with a circular brick walk inside the
seats wronnd the whale cirenit of the plaza ; and to enbance
the beaoty of s, every [iltcen feef, orange frees are set
on the inside edge of this circular walk, which truly adds
a graceful beauty to the wlole scene. Still to complete
this picture in the mind, in the centre of the plaza tmagine
a beaunliful fountain of crystal water, such as of the gods
of yore, playing jetfully and rairthfully in the golden rays
of the sun by day, or at night in the starry or silver moon
beams. Sunday morning, and before church time, is the
particular juncture of time for Mexican countrymen, iving
at a distance in the interior.  These boors come inte town
on Saturday, and having adfusted themselves for the ocen-
sion Salurday evening, both male and female, on the mar-
ket ground, they remain there till morning, when a lively
trade springs up by the citizens, or their servants, flocking
to the murket square, dike so many hounds pursuing the sly
fox or the lone hare, and purchasing articles and provis-
ions, vegutables and fruits, to do them a week.

Corn, beans, Irish potaloes, sweet polatoes, eges, red pep-
pers, bananas, plantains, eranges, limec, several species of cus-
tard apples, squashes, pumnpking, water melons, musk melons,
chickens, turkies, and @ vaviety of gailinaceous birds, suel
ns the “hoco or enrasson,” penelopes and pheasants ; also,
crockery ware, chairs, and other articles of artistical skill
and workmanship, compose not unfrequently what are
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brought in to supply a Mexican market. If any of these
productions or articles find no sale afier the demand of the
morning has passed, there are no few lucksters near at
hand, like starved buzzards, ready to purchase at a reduced
price the balance mmeold of the countrymen’s lnbor, and
vend this purchase through the weck, to those whe are un.
able to my more than a day’s supply aliecad.  Fhe gencral
prices of these provisions and articles, range ncarly the
game as in the cities of New York and New Orlenns in the

United States.
Adios,

Seftor,

AGRICOLA. .
CINcINNATUS,
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LETTER VI

Amugemen id—Tromenndliig e Lo Ploza Publlea—The fechety—Commorelal Twm-
portance of Mazatian, Ha desting, Its tende Lo the Intertor and up the Gult—Mexs.
fcat tiadls— Rainy » cason—Flour nod Flour Mitla—Exports and Imporls nd

appiled to Home trade—Thla Polley— Forelgn Luties, k&f pu—’t
) iy g e

E 2% -

Amrao mro—XKnowing your inordinate th1r§ ;J'r nf' S

: Ex

mation touching distant countries, and feeling - né%m
quently lonely, it is a pleasure to associate with an esteemed
friend, when I enter the thick walis of my apartment and *
contemplile liome,~—the land of telegraph and steam !

Though there is no theatre, no museum, no menagerie of
animals, high or low, in Mazatlan, ladies and gentlemen
come into the plaza of a light star or moon light night, to
delight each others’ ears in the revelry of sound—to iell
here the tale of sympathy, and perhaps’of affection, and vow
before their God a mutunl and confiding promise, Here
too, they promenade till a Jate hour, enjoying the beauty of
the scene, the fragrance ol the orange trees, gently wafted
on the -softened breeze; and these decked in blossoms of
milky whiteness, and the roar of the ocean lashing the
shelving shore,

Here too, the eye i3 cast upon distant Jandscapes and
mounlain peaks, which impress the observer with pleasure
and admiration. Here too, I have frequently walked while
in the city, contemplating the prumenading scene of ladies
and gentlemen around me, the beautiful exhibition of na-
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ture here and inland, and the event of anncxing Lower
Calilornin, Sonora and Cinalen, by the consent of this Gov-
ernment and purchase, to the United States of the North.

Mazatlan is now a commanding commercial town, of a
rapidly growing importance to the States of Cinaloa, Sono-
ra, Lower Calilornia, Chiluahua, Durango, and the north-
ern parl of Jalisco. ‘I'nke your imaginary stand, amigo,
on some elevated point near this city, and cast your cyes
coutheast, east, northeast, north, northwest, and bebold the
vasl regions of agrienliural, grazing and mining Jands as
yot untouched ! The trade supplying that region mostly
flows from Mazatlan, and in return she receives the pafu-
ral and artifical wealth of those parts, which will continu-
ally fill her coffers with an abundance of treasure.

This city has but few equals geographically, and is des-
tined, nt no dislant day, as light, hreaks in upen this be-
nighted land, to assume greafer advantages——Lo invite to
her municipal confines a more intelligent people, and finally
stand without a rivalon lhe Pacific const!  Sailing vessels
go now leisnrely and steadily up the Gulif of Califoruia,
instend of steam, {aking the productions of the South; such
as sugar, coffee, rice ani {gbaceo, with foreign and domes-
ttc merchandise, and cxchange these for flour, fruits,
gold, silver, copper, peatls, salt, hides and tallow. Some
considernble sugar, rice, cotton, corn, beans, onions, garlics
and tropical fruits, arc produced in the rear of Mazatlan:
also, gold, silver and copper mines are worked advantage-
ously. Grazing is also a great object of pureult both in
the Staie of Cinaloa and that of Sounora.

This city commanda the trade and supplies the wants of
the country people and the inland towns, in a two-thirds
circle from two hundred to one thousand miles, in the vast
interior.  Rich merchants come in from the country with
pack trains, who have extensive haciendas, gold or silver
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mines, or who are exclusively engaged in commercial pur-
suits. Lo hehold these trains coming into town, would re-
mind one of astriking resemblance to a caravan traveling
in the East, it one should be pre-disposed to indulge in 4
lively flight of the imagivation. Lrains after trains of
mules, loaded willh agricultural aud mineral productions,
come in to pay for goods purchased here; and much the
Lirgest. proportion of these productions is shipped to for-
eign ports.  Thus, alively exchange, both domestic and
foreign, is kept up, and continues most of the year, except
during the rainy scason.  Then the roads, or rather trails,
become worse than in California ; for the rivers and rivu-
lets assmne w {rightful appearance, being for ihe most part
without bridges. The rainy season commonly includes the
months of Juue, July, Augusi, September, and a part of
October ; and. during most of this time, it rains a Jittle
nearly every day.

Most of the flowr used in the cities of Mazatlan, Tepie,
and Colina, and the ports of San Bias and Manzanillo, is
exported from Guayinas, in the State of Sonora, where the
merchants purchase the wheat from the interior ; and some
of them having flour mills, for commercial and neighbor-
hood convenience, the wheat is ground and packed in
gacks of one hundred pounds, and exported nol to foreign,
but home ports. The flour is nearly as white, possessmg
the same qualities, as California Aour, '

" The terms export and import being mentioned here to
indicate the transaction of business in the same Republie,
may sound Iarsh and unharmonious to our ears ; for goods,
agricultural commodities of whatsoever kind, being shipped
from one seaport town to another, no difference if they are
natural productions; they arc however subject to a heavy
duiy, to be paid at the port of disembarkation; and this
goes to the Stale and municipal coffers. - And further in
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this respect, I have lo pdd, that foreign goods, having once
paid the government import dues at the port OF_“““'}U for
the town in the interior, are still subject to an inereasced
inland duty in case the merchant finds it to his interest and
advantage commercially, to remove them to other towns
and cities.  The home duties, and foreign duties once paid,
it seems to Americang most unnatural, and Iimpolitic in the
art of government to re-demand the sume, as there is
searcely any encouragement left or presented to induce
liome industry and commerce. The interior duty touches
every article brought into market for sale, which it becomes
necessary to pay or leave a pledge at La Garita, just before
entering the city. Gold coin or dust, coming in to be
shipped to foreign ports, pays four per cent., and silver
goin ten per cent. inland duty, under the early part of the
administration of 1836, and many previous ones. As for
ipstances of home daties, the few I am now to mention,
will serve to demenstraic how unjustly they grind the
face of the industrious producers. When a dozen of eggs,
a chicken, a hen, or any of the gallinaceous tribe, Chili
pepper, or vegetables of any kind, or a hurro load of
charcoal, which is commonly used in all Mexican towns
for cooking, are brought into fown from the interior, or
out of the city limils, the vender has {o pay a small
duty, which goes to the support of the corporation and gov-
ernment; while the rich man, owning thousands of acres of
Iand, and cattle, and mines, is scarcely aware of the in-
fluence of direct taxation. This policy, as well as many
othor illiberal regulations with reference to inland duties,
and also foreign, will, I presume, be cventually removed by
the anticipating and sagacious mind of Comonfort. The
seaport or foreign duties are much higher than they should
be to promote a healthful interchange of commerce, being
from fifty to one hundred per cent. on the first cost, on many
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articles, besides whieh, some arlieles, under different ad-
ministrations, meet with a tolal prohibition 3 such as flour,
sugar, coffee, nnd not unfequently, tea and tebaceo.
Adios,
Sefior,
AgricorLA.
CinciyNATUS,
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LETTER VII.

The general Influence of heavy Tmposts-- Brihlng Cuaten 1louse Ofcera—Peculing
Tysltion of Mazalinn, its Aailread destiny.

Asico Mio :—NMentioning in my former fetter the ex-
traordinary duties imposed by the Mexicon Goverminent
upon her tax-vidden people; one would suppose that it
would sap the foundation of commercial pursaits, or at
lenst, a legitimate application of them.  This measure is
well couceived to impoverish the lower classes, and enrich
the higher, fior there is scareely any lax npon renl estate,
of whalsoever kind,  T'hese enormans dulies and prohibi-
tions have led, many Limes, to peculation and malfeasance
in the Mithful discharge of official obligations, as the ex-
tensive lmporter is sure 1o hanter the custom:liouse oflicers,
fn order (o effect a diminution of the import dues.  Lhis,
when resorled to, is arranged between the parties most
generally ns follows:  The consignec appropriates to him-
self one-half af the custam-liouse dnes ; one-fourth goes
to the custom-house officer, and ouc-fourth to the Gov-
ernment; and then to complete the climax of shrewd
mancuvering, the consignee charges the whole im-
port doties to the Zeme morchant, or shipper. This, in
Mexico, is called keen Yankee wiring.  Whercas the daty
is fiy per cent. on five hundred thousand or a million of
dollars worth of merchandise, which amount some of the
merchants of Lhis city have yearly sent to them from Tu-
rope, to be sold on commission ; it becomes a great and
important object, nnd more especintly to the importer, or
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conzignee, to retrench as muech as possible, this enormdirs
suin flowing into the government treasury., Somelimes
tobacco is prabibited, amd at other times it is passed under
o medinm duty, and then again, it is nearly éxempt from
duty. Recently T was jorosely told by a merchant
speculator, who bad sent to the United States for a large
supply of this commodity, that before his enrgo arrived,
* modifications in the tariff lhad taken place, and that upon
tobacco was put so high that the government import duty
nearly absorbed the consular or commercial valuation of
the tobacco. In such a ease, common justice and equity
wonld require a time given ahead for the repeal of such
Inws {o take efleet, which should, in nil dases, be a renson-
able time, for the cncouwragement and promolion of
COMIMCICe,

By gaod authority, I have been told that bribery, with
reference to custom-house concernments, hns been coni-
monly aund boldly resorted 1o, and that the custom-house
officfks have Inrgely shared in the spoils of the government ; .
reasening Lhus : That the present would be the best oppor-
tunity to swindle the government, and appropriate to them-
scives some of the precious metal. However, since my
sojourn here, I have been informed that the President of the
Republic, Gen. Comorifort, has exercised mich penetration
and forecast, in appointing to such posts gentlemen of tried
and faithful integrity. One or two instances of an attempt
to bribe have come under my notice while here, and I must
confess to you, that I have been much pleased to see
manifested a devotional and national respect to the high
and all-important interests of the country.

Mazatlan ocenpies, I am happy to inform you, another
gecgraphical position, which, by Americans, is not much’
known nor regarded at present. From this place to.the
mouth of el Rio Grande, in Texas, it is near six hundred
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miles direet, and I antinformed by imtclligent gentlemen
of diflerent nations, that a railvoad from this eity 1o the
mouth of that ¥iver is wholly practicable, wond ean be made
in pussing over the distanee of one thousnnd mifes,  This
route, by gentlemen of mind and knowledge to judge, has
been passed over with an cye =ingle to this ebjret 5 and
when ene sils down uud refleets dispassionntely upon the Jif-
ferent routes propased, to link orenn to ocean, ik is no niore
than reasonable to canclude, that at no distant day, the most
practicable ane will be seenred, and thal means of n mpst
cogent character are now at work, in a litent manner, in
both Republics, to promote and cffectuate this desirable
and natiotal iron band.
Adios,
Sefior,

AcRiconn,
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER VIII

Considerullen of the Arts, Seiences, anid Clinrnctertstics In Mexleo—Mazallan, »
Rival ol 8w Francixeo P4 wo distant duy —The Extont of lier Agricnlbaenl, Min-.
eral nul Ornzlog Lodda. wed far of—=RKhuls of Yegolablex ~MIk, 1tolter—
Advaninges for Foreignerd =Prlees of rovislona-Ei Rlo de Rosarle, vatue of
Kanchos ¥ Hoclendas an i, ond I ks vleinity =Tmplenmants of hunbandey.

Anrco Mo :—However, T am in Mexico, and among a
people who have made bat little advancement in the arts
above their ancestors, or in some respects, the Azlecs;
and seareely any in the sciences since their secession from
Spain, and organization into 2 Republiean form of Govern-
ment. L feel wholly disposed to truthfully represent this
people o my fellow-comntrymen, for among them in the
_emphatic sense, there sre ladies and gentlemen of the
higlhiest characteristics of virtue and mind.

The city of Mazatlan, in my humble opinion, from my
knowledge of this coast, will be, in a few years, the strong-
est and most powerful rival whieh San Francisco can pos-
sibly cnecounter, under every consideration of railroad,
agricoltural, mining, and commercial advantages. The
vast extent of fertile lTand 10 be cultivated in the rich pro-
duets of the tropies, lying at every point of the compass,
except on the west,—the mining and grazing interests, all
now scarcely hegun,—do most assuredly give this city no
small geographical and fopographical considerations.

And its proximity to the Gulil of Mexico, should also be
viewed with a eareful eye, as possessing strong and unsev-



erable relations to our vast couudry, lashed by either ocean.
Not far from the city, upon high clevalions where the land
iz fertile nnd vastly prodictive, as good vegetables and
firuits could be grown as in California ; but this 10 a Mex-
jenn would seem lke labor, to climb the hold ascent and
plant the adapted field !

Toven on the low land, on a level with the sea, there is
not muneh cultivation, excepl in a few vegetables to sapply
the market, the names of whicly are Trish and sweet poia-
tas, enions, garlics, lettuee, Chili peppers, squashes, water
and musk melans, and pumpkins.  Tropical fruits come
more from the interior. In the market I have usually seen
nn nbhunidance of eggs sold at one real per sixteen, and the
gnllinaceous tribe, also at n reasonuble price, as in the
eastern or western portions of the United States, 1 raw
here no remrkably  good vegctables, as possessing a
ine flavor; for no care is cxercised to change sceds, in
order to improve thereby the productions so much longed
for, especially Dy these acenstomed to their use and hoealih-
ful influence. It is rather hard living fo most of* Califor-
nians coming lo Mexico, so aceustomed as they areto their
vegetable life.  This month, (Mareh) I saw [Irish po-
latoes grown near the city by a German, who had lived
a long time in the neighhorhaod of the Mission of San José,
in the Siate of California.

They were of the size of 2 goose egg, and scomed quite
eatnble, especially where vegetables arve hardly to be found.
They were worth twelve cents a pound, and so were Trish
potalos imported front San Frabeisco,—yet a few hun-
dred bughels of the latter wonld abundantly supply the
market, at any time,

Seldom did T see mueh milk in use for culibary par-
poses; and gooil halfer is camparatively unknown in this
market s yet some is sent here from Guaymag, but it is of
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a whitish color and almost tastelese, which ia ales trua
rispeeting the clicese which the Mexicans make it various
parts of their conntry.

Lower Californin furnishes large quantities of this
cheeses for the market of Mazatlan, and also that of San
Francisco.  Awn industrious Awmerican might setile in the
victuity of Muzathan, and following most any pursuit, such
as gardening, keeping a dairvy, or cvea agriculture, he
wonld accumulate a suug fortune, and in a4 short time retire
from a close applicancy to businesg, living in comparative
case and aluence.

Corn is worth from fifty cents to one dollar per bushel ;
beans nine dollues a mule load, or three hundted pounds
orangeg anid Jimes, len dolars per thousand, which aré
grown in the interior, and are of a fine quality ; sweet pota-
toes, six o tew cents a paund 5 beef, pork, and mution rale
in price from six to len cents a pound ; poultry and eggd
are worth as mnch heve as in the United States ; and other
arficles of provision bear nearly the same price ns in St
Lowis and New Orleans.

Iorticuliure, lo embellish the town and add a charm and
also inerease the center of at{raction to home, when the busi-
ness man is wearied from the cxertions of the day; and
agriculture to reclaim and reduce a howling wiklerness to
the radiating effulgence of happy civilization, impraving
and adwageing the prosperity of the couniry, might be most
extensively pursued in Mazatlan, and on the fertile lande
in the interior, near el Rio de Rosario, twenly miles south-
cast of the city.

On this viver, and thronghont the country land 13 cheap,
and I am informed that un rancho, or rather una hacienda
of oun, two, or three leagues in extent, ean be poreliased
for the small sum of two, three, ar four thounsand dollarg,
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having good improvements for the sccommodation of agri-

cultural puesnits. -
The implements used in husbandry, consist of & rough

atrneture of an ancient origin; for long before the founda-
tinn of Rome by Romsulos, or the Trojan war, they must
cortainly have been in use, iwnd have required no extraordi-
nary 5“:‘-{(511 of the understanding to 11:1\'0' conceived theiy
gimple construction.  The plow consists of two peles, one
gix feot long anl the other fifteen fecl, fastened together by
the means of 1 mortice and tenant at an angle of sixty-
five degrees; throngh and near the end of the short pole
there is a pin to sleady the plow, and on ifs end there is
niinched n pointed iron or steel shoe, ta prevent it from
rendily wearing out.  The yoke hng no bows, but is fastened
on the heads of the cattle by the means of thongs, and so
is the touguc of the plow to the ynke.  ‘The ground is sel-
dom penetrated more than {hree inches, and afieywards it
is usually bushed over,

Thus in Mexico does agriculture, the basis of national
wealth and importance, the hand-maid Lo prosperity and
happiness, the typical Goddess of Liberty and Indepen-
dence, receive the rare profective care of Genins!

The scythe, the eradle, the sickle, the hoe, and in fact
almost every implement of husbandry, as well as that of
architccture, appear to nn American, acenstomed as he is
to move these pursaits by locomotive power, and perform
in a few days what it would require the Mexicans weeks to
accomplish, In a most wastelul manner, like a prositation
of the physical and intellectnal powers, which a wise
Drovidence has bestowed upon man for the fulfilment of
his mission here belaw.

However, 1 heard of a few reaping, threshing, and
also winnowing mnchines, with their nppurtenances, having
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been introduced into Mexico from the Uniled States, and
also that they were highly apprecialed by those who eaw
them applied to work,

Adling,
Senor,

Acurcona,
. CINCINNATUS,

3
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LETTER IX.

Principles guverning Lahor—Advamiages to o Country to Invite Immigrution—
Munesvering ln Conumercinl Pursuitg—-Right of ¥Free Suftrage--llections--
Frlucation—The Amount of Intelilgence—Xuntber of Schalars n ditferent Cal-
leges-- ¥umber of Persons veally Funorant—Expenses of Mablic Lusbrsieiion-—
Number of Pupils in the City of Mexico—1"ablic Libries—Progress of Avts and
Trasdes In 1hie Bepublic.

Amico Mio:—The amount of information which it is
my purpose, in these many letters, to convey o the public
through the medium of you, has been acquired by much
travel and observation, both fatiguing and dangercus. The
principles which govern labor here and in the United
States, are very different, and rather extraordinary. In
the former it i3 a dishonor, and in t(he Iatter, it is an honor,
to labor. It is thought Leneath a white man to Jabor in
the field, or at any mechanical work ; therefore this class
follow commerce, professions of different kinds, or politics,
and neglect the staff, the soul, the spirit of the country’s
prosperity and happiness.

I have often heard it remarked that one’s stock is run-
ning out from want of changing the breed; perbaps this
might not be inapplicable to the Spanish race in BMexico.
A young Mexican of fine educalion, & man of mind and
thought, suggested this view of lis counlry’s fair sex to my
consideration, and cited the Upited States with their mil-
lions of emigrants from different nations, in proof of this
remark or suggestion. A nation for years offering no
inducements to others, but marrying and intermarrying
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among themselves, and being tenacious of frunily interests
and family alliances,—like individualy, must exhaust that
musecle, and nerve, and mind, which nature would impart
to them in their liheral interehanges with foreign powers,
Therefore, a country fo be troly prosperous in every
respect, shoull make mmigration and setilement as easy
and attractive as possible, or as circumstances might admit
of.  With regard lo commercial pursuils in this city, there
13 much maneuver, when merchantmen arrive off the coast
and near the port, from Europe.  Speculation and banter-
ing run somewhat high, though in the under-current, so
that a siranger or a casual observer would hardly suspect
any change in the commercial atmosphere. It is custom-
ary for the captain to hoist a signal to see if all is right on
shore; if so, they sail in and anchior; and if not, they ply
oft and on, communicating with the consignees by the
means of concerted signals agreed upon previous to saijl-
ing, till arrangements are effected with the custom-house
officcrs.  Smugsling goods or bribing officers in Mexico is
nob usually looked upon with that degree of odium, which
is common in other counirics ; consequently it has been too
“much in practice here for the wholesome administration of
Jjustice, and the rapid and permanent advancement of the
couniry.

Heretofore, one would imagine that the financial princi-
ples most attended to and studied here, are no other thanfor
the man in olfice to cheat the Government; and the latter, -
in turn, by imposing enormous duties, to cheat or rob the
people.  And thus this systera of “robhing Peter to pay
Paul,” and “ Paul to pay Peter,” has heen embraced and
fondled, tilt the nation is ncarly bankrupt, and her life’s
blood is made to flow in tha banquet halls of her high offi-
cials. The great defect in the Mexican government is the
extension of the right of free suffrage to all classes, with
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searcely any Hinilation, in respect to color, education, or
property. It is impossible for Mexico to flourish long
under such auspices ; for the theory or principles of well
digesied govermmnents are s wrcely understood by one out of
five hunilred of the entire voling cammunity.  Political
and revolutionary cleclions are moved and set to the minds
of the masses, by appeals and prejudices. Where there
is little or no knowledge aunong the governed ; -where the
mind roamas in a savage stute, just above animal instinet ;
nnd where mind is seaveely appreciated by a fow, even ot
the community; ihe hope of a wholesome government
orgnnization rests on « basis oo futile to be prosperous.
There is no hope fur Mexico to survive for many years lo
come, unless she educates, and this is against her present,
as it has been against her past, ehurch policy.

Wihat imay be done under new administeations, can be
bul o slight improvement upon the past, withont the force
and influence of education.

In comparison with other favored countries, publie
instruction has received but a small amount of national
thaught or guardianship, within the Republic of Mexico.
As T have often remarked, forms of ontward show, rather
than the substance of the skelcton, arc impressed upon the
youtlh of both sexes, which scldom appeal to their reasons

~and their judgments comparatively. Qut of a population
of 8,000,000, it is net presumed by the most discreet Mex-
iean Ollicials and Reports hat more than one in a hun-
dred can read, write, and reason like a Spirit of Intelli-
gence; sothat from this popuiation, 80,000 may thke a rank
among the intelligent of ather countries ; though they usual-
ly lack that physical courage to effect any great purposes.
1t is reported that the number of scholars in college in the
Stute of Mexico is not. far from 300 ; in that of La Puebla,

420 ; in that of Miclioncan, 5G0 ; in that of Gundalajars,
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720 ; in that of Nuevo Leon, 120 in that of Oajacn, 400 ;
in that of Durango, 2005 and in that Chiapa, 180 ; aad
with reference to the other States in this respeet, I could not,
nor have L, up to the present period of lime, oblained any
satisfactory informution ; though it may be presumed that
ihe same ratio would issue, based upon nearly the enme
amount of population, yet this deduction will not always
held good in Mexico.

It is presumaend by intetligent Mexicans that three fourths
of the population have never been ushered into the light
and influence of a spelling-hook ; hence ignorance and stu-
pidity float in the councit halls of the nation.  In the city
of Gawdalajara, there are two scientific and literary acade-
mics ; that of Socicdad Filvoatrien, and that of Fulaugede
Tistrude.  From the consideration which I have been able
to tnke of Mexican Literature, with the narrow means at
hand, I feel proud to report that great improvements are
now visible, which have been made within a few years,
respecting primary and secondary cduention. ‘T'he expen-
ges of public instrnction are comnmonly borne by Lhe Siate
Governments and Bunicipalitics ; besitles in many of the
considerable Yowns, there are schools where the youth are
taught, not only lo read and write, but many of the higher
branches of a Spanish educatinn.

In the city of Mexico, there are 129 public establish-
ments of learning, with 7,200 pupils of both sexes. The
establishiments dedicated to secondary education in this Re-
pulbic, counsist of capciliary seminaries supporied and direc-
ted by the clergy. The colleges and institutes of learning in
the several States are supported by donation funds scttled
upon them, and by direct appropriations § and the national
colleges are also in the same manom; of that clasa thern
are ten in the capitals of {he bishopries, and of the laiter
class, there are six in the city of Mexico, viz: San Ilde-



n4 TRAVELS ON 'TIIE WESTERN SLOT'E

fonso, San Clregorio, San Juan de Letran, the School of
Medicine, the College of Mining, and the Military College ;
alzo, three public libraries, viz: that of the Cathedral with
18,000 volumes and mamscripts; that of the University
with about 3,000 volwmes 3 that of San Gregorio with mora
than 11,000 ; and that of San Juan de Letran with abont
11,000 volumes.  OFf lle years some progress in the arts
and (rades has heen adlwived in this Republic 5 and in this
view, painting, lthography, book-binding, sculpture and
engraving on melals, have reccived some Impetus, noting
a new era in the national advancement of Mexico ; that
mechanieal industry, in its various depariments, has awak-
encd from its slumbers, and imitating forcign =kill .impor-
ted to her shores, it has stamped them upon {urniture,
carringes, and architecture, plating and jewelry. Tnthe
city of Mexico, there is an Academy of Fine Arts, called
San Carles, in hionor of Charles 111, which sustains a high
reputation,
Adioes, .
Schior,
Agricona,
CincinsaTus,
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LETTER X,

Mede of Travelling in Mexieo--Cullucan, {he Cnpltal of Clnulos ~ [ta Tinporianer —
Tratductions ahwut the Capital- Borler and Tnterios iddins ~¥Yagqul Todians-—
Byatem of Stwvery--Chavacter of Indian Servants- - Feounge Extinel,

Amrao Mio :-=So far as I have traveled or been nble
to gain information of those closely connected with differ-
ent parts of the connltry, I shall net restrain mysell from
giving you such particulars as may be of interest.

The mode of teavelling generally in Blexico, is on the
back of a male, and little attention is pailt to the improve-
ment of (rails, o the muking or repairing of voads.  Qut
of the city of Mazatlan, there is no road for wagons, carts,
or carringes, except to the Presidio of Mazatlan, seven
leagues distant, which fortress is now in ruins. The capi-
tal of the State of Cinnloa, Culincan, is situated on a river
of the same name, in the midst of a beautiful and rich
agricullural couniry. The population of this city is near
9,000 ; its strects, with a neat Plaza, are laid ont regularly,
and it posscsses much intnd trade. Tho mode of archi-
tecture, or rather, the order, is the same as that of Mazal-
lan. The Plaza, the murinuring rills, the playfui fountains,
the champaign and mountain =eenery, the pines waving
their green foliage in the genlle brecze,—all conspire to
commingle with new assacintions of thought, and impress
the mind, most vividly, with the beauties and grandeur of
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nalure in this region of country. This cily obtaing a con-
gidernble imporianee from Leing the seat of the State Gov-
ernment ; and during the scssion of the Legislature, it is
made the ctesort of old and shrewd politicians, as the
geats of State Governments are in the United States.
Where (he payment or bandling of manies is concerned, I
must admit that Mexicans are nearly as shrewd and mancu-
vering politicians, and Jay as many foul means to effect their
political ends, as the broken-down, kag-ridden politiciaas
not of, but in the Stale of California,

By the way of the trail, the distance from Mazatlan to
Culincan is over two kundred miles, and the intervening
distance between these Lwo cities is rough and mouhtain-
ous, and but little of the way is embeilished by the hand
of art in the adjustment and cullivation of ranchos or haci-
cndas.  The terns rancho and bacienda are litile under-
atood in the United States; rancho means the sme as a
farm in the northern States, and hacienda the same as a
catton ar sugar plantation in the southern States. Cotion,
sugar, corn, beans, rice, and vegetables of various kinds,
and fruita commeon to this climate and a low latitude, are
grown in great abundance in the vicinity of Culincan;
also mining interests are not neglected. The cultivation
of coffee is being introduced into this Stale ; and it would
seem to pay well from the facl, that coffee, owing to its
being prohibited from importation, is worth thirty cents or
more a pound by the wholesale, and by theretail, fifty cents
& pound.

‘T'he importation of coffee, like that of sugar, rice, wheat,
corn, or any of the ealahles of life, is forbidden, which one
would think, might tend to stimulate the agricultural indus-
try of the country.

Contemplating, as I have been led to make inquiries
with reference (o Tndiau (ribes in this country, the weak-
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ness of the Mexiean nation and heir want of ability (o
strike terror, lear and respect in the northeen and middle
hordes of [ndiang, with whom they are living in so elose con-
tact 3—T aminformed hy an intelligent Mexiean that near
the Gull of California, amd Lelow  Guaymins, on el Rio de
Yanqui, there is actribe of Lidians living, wielding much
power, who lay un aunual tribute upon the Mexicnns nenr
them, that ealtivate their claimed possessions,

The land on this viver is said to be rieh, and represented
to be unequaled, in the Stute of Sonora, in point of fertil-
ity, andl abnndant produetions, peculiar to that Intitude,

It is soid that theese Tndians have never heen conguered ;
and conserpaently Jook with a savage contemipt upon the
prowess and martial gpirit of the Mexieans ; and for many
years these have ceased 1o wage war on these Indians,
with the hope of ultimate success, in the conqguest of that
produelive tract of country. DMany of (hem are rich in
stock and lands, making slaver of a eertain easte of their
own race, like the Iindoos.  Slavery does not exidét in
Mexiea in the sama senge ns in The United States, rnor does
peonage as is nsually understood ; but public opinion, asso-
cintions, il a voluntnry reecognition, on the part of the
colored race, of their infeviority, from (he fact of their
doing nnid being coerced by civcumstances and long usages,
to perform menial services, have indelibly stamped them
18 n class wholly distinet from the pure Castilian descen-
dants,

To their snperiors, these Tadians or mixed races seem 1o
readily recognize theit true and relative position in domes-
tie avoeationy, in the same nnnner a8 the slnves do at the
South, Wlhen employel by the day, the month, or the
year, they are trealed in the same or worsc manner at
times than the slave, not being allowed any peculiar priv-
ilegos aboul the honse, which a slave, under like ciremu-
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slanees is not entitled to, By the iucressnlnl. tevolutions in
this Republic, the ancient system of peonage has hecome
exlinct; and consequently, itis a matter of great difliculty
to carry on an exiensive aperation of agriculiure, as there
is no dependence to be reposed in retaining this class in
one’s employment, when most needed. They take invari-
bly the advantage of necessity, and know no bounds to
their demands for wages, (Il aclwad want enforces them
into a complinnee.
Adios,
Sefior,

AaricoLA,
- CiNcINNATUS.




OF THE MEXICAN CORDILLERA, 69

LETTER XI.

Population of Mazallan—Weatihy Mereinula - Kimts of GQaode . Characters of JIE
ferent klmda—City Jallee Crinegs and Tmprisapients—- N wnber of Persons
charged with erline poe veae In the Bepublle - Diferent klnds of Celing—Polily
loprlssnments—-Dlcharging Cargoes of Merchnidise —Servants calted Corga -
dort.

Axico Mro:—T am not aware that there is any defl-
nite moile of artiving at the population of cilies, or of
politierl divisions in Mexico, as in the United Statess for
a general eensus is seldom taken ; therefore the population
of this country must, to a great extent, rest upon open sup-
position.  The population of the city of Mazatlan is com-
puted to be 12,000 of all shades; and perhaps, of that
number, one twelfth is white and can trace their origin
wholly back to their Spanish ancestors.  In this city, there
are several wealthy merchanta of different nations, who
import goods largely from Enrope; and there nre nlso
Mexican capitalists who have extensive ranchos or haci-
endas in the country, even one hundred miles out, and prss
a part of their time in town, awl a pact on their ranchos
or haciendas. Toglish, French and German goods scem
to be moat used, and gencrally in demand 3 and also Freneh
hrandies and wines; but few articles mannfactored in the
United States are shipped into any of the Meoexican ports
on the Pacifie. Ilere T saw professional men, and me-
chanies, and those of nli the common pursnits of life, usu-
ally assembled in citica; and none of these T have as yet
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Lienrtd of Leing parliculnrly distingnighed in their peculiar
avoeations for skill or talent; however, they all scem to
move along passively and unambitiously, and appear com-
forlably,—to cat and drink, and breathe aiv, even not unlike
a live Yankee. So far ns Tam able to judge, the muonici-
pal Jaws and regulations of this city are well digested,
ormanized, and executed as cffectunlly, or even more faith-
fully carried out than is usual for sach to be in the United
Stales, in cities of the same amount of population. A good
eity police is kept. np regularly from nine o’clock at night,
till twilight the next worning,—and a pleasant quiet and
stillness prevail, exeept the watchmen’s shaill ery ;5 whicls
adds much to the plaazure of a family residence here,

Iivery hour of the night, the walchmen shoul and
exclaim to the full height of their voice: “ all is well,” and
thus the city vigilance moves on all night. This, at first,
seemed intolerable to mie, especially, if a brawny wateh-
man teok his stand neat my window,

He is armed with o polished musket, having a bayonet.
attached, and is quite lem and  determived, as well a3
undawrted, in the nocturnal discharge of his duty.

During my snjourn of nearly & month in this ecity, I
heard of few erimes being committed within its corpor-
ation. A chain gang is common in most of Mexicau cilics,
and is considered a good tnode of punishment to prevent
the commission of erime; as the public gaze, that frown of
mankind upon corvuption, though corrupt, scldom fails to
strike a damper in the most hardened criminal, and slowly
yet steaily snbdues that stuborn spivit, which,in a pricon
never ean be touched.  To inervease crime on the contrary,
confine u criminal afier his sentence lo n parlor, give him
wine and brandy, and smmpivons repasts through his friends
every day; letting the Grace and Deauty call on him to
goothr his seaunded heart ; and by this means, one who has
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broken and put at nanght the laws of his cottalry, feels him-
sell ot degraded by punishment ; and hence penishment
foses ita whole clﬁ{:.’lt:y,—“:llld the moral lone, the .lpl:l"f‘ of
socicty, sirks to common prafligaey,

In looking over the criminal statistics of Mexico, I find
about twenty-one thousand five hundred and five persung
charged with erimes aod taken (o prison annually ; or near
one to cvery four lumdred of the entire population; of
whom four thousand nine hundred and forty-four have
commonly been set at liberty on preliminary trials 3 seven
thousand eight hundred and fifty sentenced according to
tlieir erimes ; ane hundred and twenty-one sent to their re-
spective quarters; cight thousand five hundred and ninety
stood ex-acorda, that is, without decisions; sod Irom the
whole numbers, six thousind and seventeen were arraigned
for quarrels ; three thousand and ninety-seven for drun-
kenness ; one thousand one hundred and thirty-eight for
vagrancy ; two thousand cight hundred and ninety-two for
violating police laws; seven hundred and twenty-six for
incontinence ; one hundred and cighty-one for wounding
others; two hundred and forty-one for swindling; three
hundred and eighty-nine for suspicion; one hundred and
twenty-one for rape ; one hundred and forty as fugitives
from justice ; two hundred and thirty for homicide ; twenty-
seven as fulse coiners ; twenty-two for pandering; forty for
adultery ; and five hundred and eleven for carrying srms.
This information I have given as I read and heard it;
however, it would seem to me from the perusal of the news-
paper calendar, that the aforesaid number, per year, wouild
greatly fall short of the actual per centage iu the commia-
sion of ¢crime.

My object in this tour is to notice and record incidents
which may have a tendency to illustral and demonstrate
more fally the habits, manners, cusloms, laws and usages,
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in different parts of the western portion of Mexico, Amigo,
than is commonly read [rom casual observation ; and this
too, withont prejudice against, or bias in favor of, this
people. Public improveinents are not considered of much
consequence here, except those tending absolutely to shel-
ter or protect.

Ne wharves are built out inlo the harbor to facilitate the
discmbarkation of goeods ; however, two have been begun,
bul want ol the sprree prevented any considerable extension,
The manner of discharging eargoces arriving in the differ-
ent Mexican ports on the Pacific, is to inake use of a lighter
ng far as practicable, for the water near the heach is shoal.
‘Then the goods are packed out of the lighter by servants
called cargadors, into a receplion or government store
house Tor inspection.  Aud from this, they are taken lo the
consignees in different parts of the city ; though not till the
duty is paid, according to agrecement or consular valuation.

Adios,
Sefior,

AGRICOLA.
CIiNcINNATUS.
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LETTER XITL

ImfHan Cargndars, thele Snddles B Packlng, Hiclt Steepgth, Tatienee and Fndur-
ance--Mixed Casted--Teflnenee of Neltglon wpon the Indinus-=Areival and
Treatment of Amerleans—Thele objecla of Exploration and &eliloment.

Awmtgo Mio—These servants called cargadors, are In-
dinns or mixed breed; and but little or no difference ean 1
see in the color of these Indians and those further north.
Olten have I been surprisedto sce the burdens which these
cargadors could sustain and walk under; I have been told
that some of them could carry four huudred, and even six
hundred pounds, ashort distamee.  In carrying these heavy
burdens, these cargadors make use of a kind of saddle, con-
sisting of n pliable pad, eighteen inches long, five inches in
diameter, and with the formn roundish and rather lanceolats.
To both ends there is atlached an Agave band, near three
inchey wide, which resembies hemp ; this band is just long
enongh to let the pad fall and rest on the shoulder,—the
band extending over the forchead. ‘The cargador, wilh a
load on his shouklers, usually walks half stooped, throwing
the burtflen wholly on the pad. These scrvants scemed o
be posscssed of great muscular strength, and of & hardy en-
durance, living in & manner to awaken our sympnthy, not-
withstanding they arc clearly working out & manifest des-
stny.  1saw fhem carry so much even, that their lega
would seem 1o ledf beed under the weight, as they walked
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along near me ; and in this condition, they appeared patient,
caring 1o save only a litde Tov i morrow, b'rm-n Hlj.;’ owil
abservation, 1 should judge them much more patient in en-
during service [ur others than the Indians of the nortlh. The
Tudians of the cities are mixed more with the whife race,
than those inhabiting the mountains; however, many full
blooded Indians live in the towns, and usually perform all
memal service.  The mixed are mechanies of various kinds
and perform hbor requiring more skill and a greater exer-
cise of reason.  Masonry seems to be better understood
than mechanism, and in the construction of arches, pil-
Jara, and colomns, T saw numerous instances of their
predilection in this respect. It may, howevar, result from
an innate principle to imitate the peculiarity of many of
their partinl Moorish ancestors. Withoul doubt, these In-
dianz are descendants of the Azlec race, who, long before
the conquest, had spread Unemselves over mueh of Mexico ;
and, though the bonds of civilization have been thrown
nroond them for more than three hundred years, with Chiris-
tian grace and teachings, they scem not to have profited
muck by example, or under suchinfluences. This part, or
the Indian character as seen in Mexico where T have irav-
eled, will be touched npon more fully in other and my con-
cluding remarks.

. During my stay at the European Hotel in Mazatlan,
" several intelligent Americans arrived from San Francisco,
and remained there a few days. They were received and
treated with courtesy and atlention, far more than is com-
mon for Americans to exlend to foreigners. Americans
think too much of that Almighty dollur, to pause and no-
ties even gencral courtesy, till they go to foreign lands and
are there taught to blush at their own perverse sclfishness.
This, however, may be greatly owing to fhe intellectual
peculiarity of their own natural organization, This na-



OFP TIIE MEXICAN CORDILLERA. 65

tional characteristic T should net lnve mentioned, did I not
feel forced to, knowing with bow muclyindifference foreign-
ers, especinlly Mexicans, are Jooked upon in the United
States, hy oo large a class of my countrymen, in the way
ol awarding to Mexican genilemen the palm of true polite-
ness and forbearance, and thal of suppressing in themselves
a revenging lemper when Americans travel in their country.
"Che Americans alluded fo, came hither with the express
inlention of penctrating Lower California and the State of
Soitora, to discover more particularly and geologically the
mincral wealth in those regions, and to setile in some part of
the country they intended fo explove, purchasing a rancho
“or hacienda, if found practicable, and the inducements strong
enongh to remain in the comntry, and the security of life
and properiy, to all appearanee, sulliciently guaranteed.
Adios,
Schaor,

AcricoLA.
CINCINNATUS.

e
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LETTER XL

PFopedl of Okl Laws by Coamnnfoet, anad e Frivilepes therela gained fine Forvipn-
ere —Milltia of the Canndey, and 1la ehrct--8rn, Coslen of Manterey, Sate ol

Cal—-batinne ¥ of {he preshling Soveraor Dt be—-atdie Sciwals,

Axtan Min—Under the administration o Comonfort,
old laws disqualifying fercigners from holding real cstate
have been repealed, anl new ones passed, allowing 1liem
without (aking the oath of allegimee, to Lold such property,
and he proteeted in the free use of ity in the smine mannes
rs native Mexicans,  Foreigners who have not inken the
oath of alleginnee, have, in this respect, more guaranteed
advantages than the Mexicans themselves ; for the former
do nol, by living out of their respeetive native countries,
forfeit #heir protection, and consequently, in case of revolu-
tions, if their properly he scized by the government they
ean appenl to their respective couniries throngh their sev-
eral ministers, for indenwification,  This repeal and pro-
tection, will have a tendency of the ulmeost importance to
resuscitate the country, snd introduce & new and important
systenr of ngriculture,

With reference ta the militin of the coantry, I was informed
that & few companies of zoldiers ave stationed at the garri-
son fn Mazatlan, and st of (he gentlelnen with whom I
have chianced (o converse in this respeet, look with a jeal-
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ous eye aud indifference wpon the Mexican reguinrs, as tak-
ing the country together, too buge 8 number by far, for
the nation to snstain.

By gnod authority, I have heen informed that forty thous-
amd regalars, with 1he different grades of officers, are en-
rofled in the Republie of Mexico, to perform milifary ser-
viee when ealled into the field ;. which military power nnd
armanent would impoverish aid hankropt a prosperous mid
flonvishing nation 5 henen what will be the congequence of
siuch an army preying vpon the vitnls of Mexico ?

Recently, 1 have made the aeguaintanee of Gen. Castro,
of Monterey, in the State of Culifornis, and adso his pri-
vale sceretnry. It appewrs from his own statement, and
that of highly respeciable gentlemen of this city, that the
President, Gen, Comonlort, appointed, through favor, Gen.
Castro, Governor of Lower Califurnia, not long sinee, ad
in e, 1856, he came down to this eity, intending to go over
to La Paz, the scat of government of Lower California, and
assume the reins of government. In this respeet he has
found himsel considerably foiled, and, perbaps, entirely de-
feated in that object; {or the acling Governor of Lower
California is an ambitious and go-alead mwan, wlo, having
risen from the trade of a common hatter, within a few years,
to his present condition, would not he found willing to yicld
his position of honor, and the ensy means of necumulating
wealth, without an effort fo retain it, and prejudice the
Lower Culifornians against Casiro. Therefore Gen. Cns-
tro has recently written to the Mexican Goverument, at tho
city of Mexico, touching Lbe course he shonld pursue, and
the means he should use to obtnin his new appointment.
As yet T have not been informed as to the result of the con-
test of these two gentletoen to the government of Lower
California,

In the city of Mazallan, with a population of 12,000 souls,
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1 have seen or heard of few schoals for either sex 5 and it
is iroly painful to a mind accustomed to contemplate the
advantages flowing from the receplion of a liberal educa-
tion in (he United Stales; and that this is not, hy any
menna, confined to the vieh, to the sons nor the daughlers,
buit is comman Lo all whe will—to see here man, noble by
nature, so little enltivated. In passing several school hous-
es during my sojourn in this city, I hnve noticed many of
the young in attendanve, nuil that one of the ehiefl require-
menis v teaching is that of religious excreise, so thal the
pupils ean perform with grace and ease the sinple evolu-
Lions chnracieristic of the expression of Catholic faith.
Adios,
Sefior,
AaricoLa,
Cixemnnarus.




or TIZ MEXICAN CORDILLERA. 69

LEUTER XIV.

Golng Lo Cliarch of a Runday Morning - Deveation of BMexlean Fadles, and the In
difierence of the apposite Sex [heveto-~Lewt—Last dny of Lent—Rellglous Fro.
resajona—4peetaters —Rales for Amecicans In Foretgn Countriet—Closs of Lent.

Axrgo Mio:—Often have I been amused in going hear
and atiending church of a bright Sunday morning, and also
feast days, to sec the sexes pass me by, on to the temple of
their God, and divide ofl, before entering, as if by natural
impulses.  While the fair sex teip along with downcast
eyes and solemn countenances, to the sacred shrine, to dip
the curved finger in the holy water, and cross their fore-
heads, typic of their faith ; to ask there of the holy Fathers
forgiveness of the past, and offer up a simple prayer in be-
half of their friends and themseclves, the sterner sex have
taken their position, to behold youth and beauty gracefully
glide by them, as they pass out homeward, from the old
church, renovated, with a light step, a joyful heart, and a
counfenance exempt from care.

This habit of gentlemen taking their position outside of
the chureh, who should regard gallaniry and the grace which
adorn the fair sex, and walk, in Jike cases, in company with
ladies to show them a due respect and courtesy, 1 cimnot
but condemnn as mischievons and impertinent.

The last three days of Lent ave faithfully observed, buai-
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ness of most all kinds being suspended by Taw during these
iays, and devotions and processions assume its stead, in a
solemn and imposing form. - Yet I am not aware that these
ecremonials could, to any extent, sway me while my mind
is open to reason and the free exercise ol common sense,
Duving this period the stores and government houses are
closed 5 and for a woek previogs new dresses for ladies are
prvehiased and suade upy to wear in eelebration npon {his
ocension. It is eonsidered at this fime o want of reapeet {o
wear an okl dress ;o and consequently a lndy would exert
hersell mueh {a e in possession of 1his most desirable con-
giderntion.  In this respect mervehants, where there i
wealth in the eities, reap no small henefita. At this time
the Indies and the Indians go to chorely, atlending devolion
nel move than the gentlemen; andiin faed, it is but sel-
dem that [ bave seen any of the gentlemen in churel,
Though I am ot aware that I ean reazonably assign any
causge for this want of devotion in the Aexiean gentleman,
yel it is possible that they thiuk for themselves in madlers
of picty and reasmu

Tl Tast. day of Leot is celebrated at evening witha great
procession, carrying candles three feet long, images, and
symboly, typic of, and peeuliar (¢ Coutholicism; aml these
are most commeonly borne along the strects by mixed colors,
In the seaport towus few of either sex, of the pure Castil-
ian origin, I am told, walk in these processions. The Fa-
ther of the church walks along in ihe procession under a
eanopry of silk, sustainad By fone attendants, attired for the
oceasion, and himself olad in priesthood costume, with a
long and tlowing gown, and a crown upon his head.  In
advance of this procession a band of chorel musicians
mreh and play b solemn air, which is remarkably adapled
fo faseinate and impress the ignorant widh awe and rever-
enee, and with the mystie forms of sacerdotal power. The
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hanse-topg, baleonies, and all eonvenienl places along the
streets, are crowded with the gay, the young, the beautiful,
mnd sensible, aud witle the gentlemen now in attendance
upon them, 1o ebserve this religions proeession, (he closing
seene of Lent. As it passed T ralsed my hat respectfully,
az conrlezy to this foreign people secemed to demand ity and
as o would have appeared exceedingly discourteous o them
for me not to have comphicd with so simple a requirement
of thetr order of fuith,

Tn forcigm countries, and surronnded by forcign influen-
ces, Auviericans should ohserve to do as the better cluss do,
on sueh occasiong as emanate from veligions wobship, with-
oul the sacrifice of conscienee : and they would thercby
aveld dilliculties and distrustnud demand that respeet even
by conrtesy, which is much to he desired in a distant land.

The next moraing al 8 o'clack, images of Judns Iscariot
Leing snspended in varvious parls ol the eity, elad in the
gl of beteayal, amd dilled with a bountiful aud unmistaka-
ble supply of powder, they were, at a given signal of the
chureh bell exploded, all af the same time, whieh produced
a shout of rejoicing throughont the city, the consummation
of Lent; and then the daily avocations of all clagses were
restimed with good clicer and a free conscienee, and seem-
ingly with redoubled activity.

Adios,
Seiior,

AcricoLa,
CINCINNATUS,
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LET'IIER XV

Feellnge of Mexfenn Gentlemen townards Ameeleans—Thebe detlre to kuow bettey
the awe aod concernmends of (he United States of America—Thelr Tmpresaion
of the Publle Schoals in the United Stales, and uf the Dasprovesieuts and Ad-
vancemnenty genoralty —1hefr Congelexion, Mannmers. Custons, and Mayality--
Mexican Gambtors--The Awmerican Ganahifer finedd- -Ia Hardihood.

Astao Mio =—Ttis the impression in the United States
since the wae with Mexieo, that Mexicans enteriam no good
fecling towards Amertenns, bulb aspirit of implacable hatred
and enmity ; however, Mexican gentlemen and oflicers both
civil and military, so fur as I am able to discover and judge,
rather dispel this impression by their open, frank, and gen-
erous trealment towards Americans of good und repulable
chavacter, canting among them. Notwithstanding, in some
purts, I havo observed an impression somcwhat doparting
from this ;—but generally it is engendered by the irregu-
larities of Americanstraveling and vesiding in the country.
Such Mexican gentlemen as 1 liwve just mentioned, endeavor
to ncquaint themselves with the affaivs and politics of en-
lightened nations, their laws and customs, their usnges and
judicinl (eeisions ypon important questions ; anid they even
became quite inquisitive for information, touching the policy
of the United States Government, e muure and benrings
of its constitution ; and atlso, the numerons charncteristios
of the constitntions of States, and of the institutions which
prevail in the great confederacy of States.
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They think that onr great social and common scliool sys-
tem of eduestion thronghout the Union, the palladium of
liherty, the safeguard of man’s dearest hieritages, life, liberty,
and conseience, is the wonder and admiration of the enlight-
ened, anit the the terror of the ignorant, and as near com-
plote as himane natare ean conerive.  They are not slow
in applanding us for our numereus institutions of learning

hoth eivit and military, and comeede to us the pre-eminence

of onr stafesmen and orntors, and the ability and penetra-
tion of onr eapatalists and merehants, They even enliige
rpon our internal improvements, and speak of the applica-
tion of steam-power to wavigation, rail-veads, and the pur-
poses of manufacturing, and of the invention of the telegraph,
with rapttire and zeal, wishing that, at no distant day, theiv
own country mighl rise lo similay imporfance. In their
wanners, (his elasz of gentlemen are hland and affable, nadd
wonild command the highest consideration of Americans, did
they but feel to know each other better.  This cluss have
fuir complexions, and are quite aclive in business pursaits.
In their habits they ave tewperate both as to eating and
drinking.  During o montl’s stay in the city of Mazatlan,
I do mot remember of having scen a drunken Mexicah of
the least pretension to associale in good sociely; dnd this
1 attvlinte to the great wvse made of wine among tiiem.
Strong drinks ave seldom used, for the climate being mild,
does not scem to require the use of them.  Wines are sct
on the tble both at breakfast and dinner ; though claret is
mast freely used, at all times.

With regard to the morality of Mexiean gentlemen, T
can really see no diflerence between them and the same
class of Amarieans, only the latier are not so open, but con-
ceal much more of what they think or do than the former.
These gentlemen are of medium size, intelligent, easy and
affable in their external deportinent, and generally make

*o
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& pleasing and lasting impression,  Gambling among (hem,
may be pracliced to some extent; bat it iz done in the way
of amusement and recrealion,—not for the petty object of
gain, Tam told that there nre prefessional gamblers lere,
who are well known, marked out, and shunned by the betler
and hest clusa in society, in the same manner as in other
polished and enlightened couniries. Those who came on
the Arizana at the {ime of my coming, were known and
marked aut, ere they had beenin the city an haur; and
before o week had elapsed, one of them had his money, to
the amount of one hundred dollars, scized by the police-
man, when ot the talle; foreven here b i3 against the law
to' gamble; however it is persisted and adventured in se-
erctly, as if within the prison walls of some strong foriress,

The whole amouut belonging to this pambler was liable
to forfeiture, and himsell to a heavy fine ; however, he was
fined ten dollars only, without forfeiture, through respect to
Americana. It would have been truly amusing to me fo
have seen him senienced and put in the chain gang, cloan-
ing the streets and laboring fov the publie good, because of
his hardihood and impudence in a foreign country ; taking
the responsibility of breaking the laws made for the sup-
preasion of vice and crime, and the security of domestic
‘Bresides.

Adios,

Sefior.
AGRICOLA.

CINCINNATUS,
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LETTER XVIL

Hours of Business In AMazattan-. Ladlea, thebe Complexion, Afanncra. Educatlon,
Chinracter—Thelr Marrlages (o Farcignera~Their Morallty and the Sympatliy
recelved In erriatn cases—-Characiets of 1o Mixed Castrs genernlty—Thelr
Wages < et of Polbtbedane o pen (hean— Placle Predisposition for n ' Fown Lifo—=
Yeewdint Content of nll Uneses,

Amico Mro:—With reference to the hours of businesa,
gseldom much is done bhefore eighl or nine o'clock in the
motning, and it is puesned guictly, il five o’clock in the
aflernoon ; thongh gencrally with advautage and success.
I have secen many ladics of o fine blend color, descendants
of the old Castilians. DMany of them, o my surprise, have
bluc eycs, auburn hair, aud rosy cheeks. Their forma are
delicate, possessing small hands and wrists, tapering arms,
small feet and ankies, rosy lips, small mouth, white teeth
well arranged, usually in due proportion, black and blue
eyes, black, auburn, and red huir, straight and acquiline
noses, and finully, rather short of atature. Their move-
mentis and walk are wsnally atlended with ense and grace,
though they may not be able to read or write. The in-
stritetion of the female sex ig, [ am told, most shamefully
neglected ; for the largest portion of them is far from hav-
ing received the first rudiments of a Spanish education,
‘Notwithstanding, they are aflnble, some of them naturally
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intelligent, and mest of them commanl respeet and conrtesy
from strangers, beeanse of their natural gaodness of heart,
and heing ever ready to perform good offices {o their fellow-
Leings,  They scem to be more plansible and kinder to
strangers than the gentlemen usually are j—and this may
be accaunted for, from the facl that many lave married
forcigners, who are found to he more attentive fo their
wants, and iielier providers than tiie Moxican gentlemen
themselves.

Several Mexiean Tulies w Aazadlan ave marcied fo fors
cigners, and are rearing Bealthful and happy  families,
They appear to live happily and quictly, having a kind
aud sympathetie vespeet for each other.  So far as T am
nhle to judge, the female character among the Lefter class
of Mexican ladies, assmes the sane high tone for purity
and wonidy, that it docs among oue own fair sex, in the
United States, T am ever happy to advoeates the morality
of the leinade eharaeter, in whatsoever region I may see the
representatives ol ily—thongl T shionkt uaty il T oo just
renson to predicate my posithnt upon ¢ for every one should
have justice awarled in proportion fo merit and durable
worll, It is nol sy impression that when a Mexiean Iady
deparis from the path of virfue and reetitude, hier own sex
heap upon her that scorn, ahuse, forgetfulness, and utter
contampt, tiat i 50 common among our own country la-
dics! They seem to weigh the seale of humanity, and pause,
and think, cre they too haslily act wholly to the vnin of
others! They sympathise with her upon her fallen condi-
tion, buoying up her wounded pride, and affording her
many kind offices and a chance for repentance and recog-
nition info the sacred bands of socicly. This practice ap-
pears, most assuredly, more Christian-like ; though it should
emanate from a lorde of havbariuns.  The lower class of
the community being Indians, aud some of a mixed breed
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sl formerly Tndinn Peones, withont any advantages bt
whal nature has given them; nothing can be expected of
(hem on the scare of moratity, and it would now really be
awonder to me, if they are much in advanee of the Azlecs
or other Indian triies of thia country, st the time of the
conguest.  This easte now perform the labors, hoth in the
house and in the ficldy however, they are free, laboring
for wliom they please. The males got cight dollars n
month, out of whicl they board and lodge themselves; the
females pertor the labors within, iost cormmonly such g
washing and other menial sevviees, for the wealthier classes
of the community.  These Imlians seem to be happy and
eonlent, Bl aronsed to asstne womore prominent standing
by promises of wealth and prefevment from those plebeinn
oe palrician politiciang, who inlest this distencted eonniry
like vultures, if they will espouse thicir eause~——thinik work
of reformudion—aivd bear arms under their sacred hanners,
untit that reformation is complete, and they are installed
wia the vichest snd wost potest offices of State. Then
these promises, inparl, stitl continne {o he promises; aml
the Indians would have been much hetter oft hiad they re-
mained at home, living upon a meat seanty allowance of
becf, and corn-cakes, with some Chili pepper, and having
only a Dblanket to shicld them from the northern blast!
They prefer a town life to that of the bracing air of the
country, thongh they might raise an abundance there, and
live in princely luxury, were they industrious like those-
who scitted on Pilgrim Rock. T have often smiled to pass
the honses of this class in Mexico, and looking in, to see
their neatness and contented dispositions, ro well adapted to
this low state, when comparing them and their condition,
in mind, with other nmve favared countvies.  All elnsses
in the Lody politic, scem to a stranger, passive and capable
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of enduring great privations ; and when in affuence, they
do not appear to be puffed up by the follics of fortunc—ar-
rogance and vanity.

Adios,

Seiior,
AGRICOLA,
CINCINNATUS,



L}
QF THE MEXICAN CORDILLERA. 79

LETTER NVIL

Liarren And Fortea--Thetr Bankhesent from Teple- Thele repuled Polley sl Ad-
herenee to ihe Ranta Arna Pavta-<Flieir Mutneera andk Charae{prs.

Antgo Mio:—Among the gentlemen nequaintances I
have made at Mazatim, there are two prominent charac-
lerg—Barron and Forbes—ile former the English consul,
nnd the latler the American Consul at Tepie, sixty miles
infand from San Blaz.  These gentlemen figuro largely in
the political and financial atmosphere of Mexico; and of
comrzey they are congsequently sometimes in the minorily,
when they must expeet o renction in their disfavor, in n
comitry so often distracted by intestine commotion, which
enkindles and makez more acute their financinl acumen.
If 1 mistake not in the date of the month, these Consula
were, last December, 1855, banished from Lepic by the
Castaios or Comonlort party, This parly are at swords’
point with that of Santa Anne, and consequently, retaliate
in the same manner that they have been imposed upon in
times past. The howse of Barron and Forbes takes the lead
in the support of Sania Anna’s party at Tepic; and it has
been frequontly said, though with how much truth I esn-
not state, that, in a commercinl and financial view, they
bear o predominent sway to the injury of other minor ¢a-
tablishments.

Being obnoxious to the Comanfort or Castaftos parly,

T L
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and having attempied to ship o large amonnt of silver out
of the comntry, withont paying the customary duty, as re-
porled by this party-it was decimed prudent and neces-
sary to rid Tepic of 1hese two officinls, Tt is further said
that there were seven Consulates at Tepie lodeed in the
honse of Darvan and Forbes, and that they made each
Consulate operate to the disadvantage of the other party’s
interest,  This is one side of the ease, which cansed fhe
Dhanishmeant of these two officiala; and the other ig, that
the present ruling party at Lepie desired to persecote
them through envy, and heeause of their adlieranee to
Santa Anna’s party, and on secount of their inunense wealth
and influence.  Notwithstanding these repovts, I am nminch
pleased to hnve formed the acguaintance of these gentlemen,
whe, T have been infarmed, were horn in this Repuldie,
aml are of Seottish exirnction,

They are vourteous and blawl in their manners, intelli-
gent and affable; and Ehave found them eyer ready fo be
the wmedinm of communicaling informatien upon subjecls
tonching the political and physical condition of the conniry.
For my party I coukd see nothing about them, whicl is nug
in the strictest rules of propricty, and of good will (o
others. It is perfectly natural for & man of wealth and in-
fluence to have enemies in every clime, and for him to es-
pouse the gide of politics, by the means of which he can
advance his own interest, in (he most rapid manner; and
ag a4 matter of course, he must mect with political oppo-
nenis, and those engaged in similar pursuits. And s,
men use men when in their power, and thus nationg, too
often, wage wars for sordid ends,

Adios,
Seifior,

AGRICOLA. :

CincinnaTUS.
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LIVI'TER XV

Ioluriee of 1he U5 Sqamidron swgmn Masattan, ot the Mexhan Pactfe Craal,
nfter takibg poasession of thia portion, and constbng nloag .~ The Jusl Balley pur-
aued by e Unlied Statey at Mupsatian lneine thia peelod . It Eect—-Dread of
the Ammerleany eaving Their iepadoee - Lmericans Bnraredeg Mieasage,

Ao Mo —During the Moexiean war, while the
Amerieans held possession of Mazatlan, from the eleventh
of November 1817, till the cloze of hostilitics,—pence,
prenty and a good administration ot the Inws reigned here
mnder the inleence of the United Sintes” squadron, which
eonsigied ol the frigates DIiclependenee,  Congress amd
Cyane, and the transport Lris,—under the commaml of
Commodore Shrubrick, afterwards relieved by Commodeory
Jonea, who arrived in the Ohio of seventy Jour guns.
Mazatlan at this time, was under the command of Col.
Tellez, a1 Mexiean officer ; but not having a suflicient force
to retnin his position, he evacuated the city and lefl it to
proteet itself the best it could, on being summoned to sur-
render at eizhi o’clock the eleventh of November by Com-
modore Shralirick.  T'erms of eapitalntion and surrender
were agreed upon at one o'clock P. B, of the same day,
when five handred mavines with one hundred soldiers and
four pieces of artillery, enmposed the division that fook
possession and occupied Mazatlnn, without the sembldnce
of apposition ; and the next day all the hills and eminenees
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commanding the road to the iutevior, they seized and
strengthened with heavy ordivance,

Afterwards some slight skirmishes ocenrred between
the Americans and Mexicans not far from the city, but of
no great advantage or consequence to ctilier party.  Uhe
frigate Congress and sloop of war Portsmouth, under the
command of Capt. Lavallette, had taken Guaymas on the
twenticth of October, after a severe five, continuing neavly
an hour, doing considerable damage (o the lown, and killing
and wonunding a number of Mexieans. The Americau
squadron under Commmadore Shrubrick, and aflerwards,
Commodore Jones, blockaded and occupicd all 1he Mexicun
towng of nny importance tn the Gulf of California, and on
the Pacific coast, from Qctober 1847 till the fermination
of the Mexican war. A nilitary Governor, custom house
ofticers, anmd other subordinate officials were appointed al
Mazatlan by tho Commodore, and cvery precaution re-
gquired with reference to the distribuotion of justice and a
due execution of the laws made for the publie goad, which
wisdam anfl diserction under (he pectbine eirenmslances of
holding a conquered city, conld rveasonably suggest, was
resorted to, and duly exereised on this occasion. In front
of the town there was always a portion of the squadron to
act in concert with the foree on land, and this had the de-
sired eflect to preserve good order in the eity. T have
been told by good authority, that the period of the Amer-
icans holding possession of the eily was that of almost ab-
solufe peace, which inspired the community with encrgy
and renewed aclivity.  Iforcign dutics were greatly di-
winished, and those inland were expunged from the code
of the unicipal laws.  [Paiv prices were paid for all the
provisions and necessarics required by the Amerieans,
while Lere in sovereiguly,—and strict justice to native
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Moxicans, as well as to Ameriean marines and soldiers,
was equally administered, without favor or solicitation.
When peace was declared 10 the year 1848, and the
Americans were about to leave the town and let the for-
mer laws and regulations wiih all their iron rigor, assume
their wonted sway 5 theve was in this foreign community a
.spirit of regret, whicl avose in rebuke of their exit. As
the marines and soldievs, with their respective officers,
were leaving the fort and marching to the water’s edge for
emharkation, and the military about to be exchanged for
the civil authority 5 the porticos, the house-tops, and cvery
place presenting lo the eye asight, were cccupied by the
old and (he young, the fair and the homely, the beautiful
and the ugly, the maimed and the blind, the wise and the
ignorant, to eatch a farewell glasee at the conservators of
peace as they marchied near themn, playing that commemo-
rafive ait—* Sweet Home 17
Then the wliate landierchief was gracefully waved in
loken of reeret, and asilent fear graced the flushed cheek,
moconstnmeation ol this depting secene. Daring my
slay in thig cily, I have been treated with as nwnch atten-
tion and courtesy as a forcigner could expect, and as much
as onc should destre. It is my tinpression that Americans
too frequently incur misusage in this strange country, by
their own bad comluet, and the nsual contempt they enter-
tain for the Moexicau institutions and regulations of Gov-

ermnent.
Adios,
Seitor,

AGRICOLA.
CinomNaTUS.
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TETTER XIX.

Cuslnme of Ladies and Gentlemen--Thelr Dress - Vigilanes over Young Ladies—
Thelr Mareloge--Their Watking i (T Street«—"Uhefr Manner ¢f Shoapplng--
Amugement al Xilghi—Maxqoerude Bndl swul the Polive about the Doors--
Angtisenienis fur Gentloinen.

Amigo Mro :—The mamners amd customs of ladies and
gentlemen are quite different in Mexico from those of
Americans in the United States. They rise and retire late,
have colfee or clocolate early in the morning, breakfast
usually &t ten AL DL, dine al five in the afiernoon, and close
their day's repasis by taking tea, colfec or chocolate at cight
o’clock in the evening.,  They ave rallier sedate al meals,
than loquacius like the French. Phey ave polie, canrie-
ous and allsble, when properly introduced to; though fre-
quently, I have met them accidentally, without the formal-
ities of introduction, and found in them a warm response,
guite different from the calewlating Englishman ov Scotch-
man, Gentlemen dress miostly after the American or
French style; and within the tropies commonly wear
whitish or hrownish hals, which do not se much albract the
sun’y scorching rays, Ladies dress somewlhat afler the
American nnd French siyle ; though they do nol generally
Ince so moch ns the former, neither do they wear, when
they go ont inlo the sirects, bonnels; but in their stead,
they gracefully throw over their head and shoulders los
rebozos, which ralher look uniquely, as they trip along the
streets, aspecially to foreigners not having seen this peen-
liar Spanish costume.
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It is not customazy for hulies to ride out in compnny
with gentlemen ns elscwhere, nor do they go oul at all with
strangers, thal is, persons nol members of the family, with-
out the protection of sone one of their own near relatives,
or n walehful old wnatron. In addressing a lady with mten-
tion of malrimony, il is nc(:[!s'snry for the geatlenian to do
this homage in the presenceof the motlier, or some shrewd
and eagle-cyed member of the fimily, who msnally remains
in the parlor or sitting room, pretending (o be busily
engaged about nothing, hmt walches most unobservingly,
during the pentleman’s suspicions attendance.  When this
watehful conrtship enlds, having been as closely besieged
and guarded as some ald castle fortress, the bands of mnat-
rimony are published in the chuvch, making knoswn the vie-
tory, and that objections may be raised. When the wed-
ding day is set, the Parlre allived in ecclestastical power and
purity of conscienee, comes amd officiates at this festal
scene, with Iarge expectalions, if the parties are rich, not
in the spirit of eatholic fuith, but in the embezzlement of

cealth, Hois nal enstomanry for ladies to walk out much
1 the streels, nor go out expressly to parchase goods.

In casc of their wanting gonds, deesses and the like, they
send their servants to the stores, wha requaest the clerks to
repnir to their houses, or send samples of what they want
till they are suited, and theh they pay for the articles pue-
chased. This praclice, by American ladies, who ars ever
too fond of shopping and walking in the streets, might be
considered rather idle, frivolous, and prudish, yet it is quits
the usage among the hetter class of ladies In the Republic,
and undoubtedly derived its origin from oriuntal customs.
Most of the excrcise the Mexican Iadies take is confined
to within their court-yards, which are, not uncommonly,
quite beautiful, and on the pinza at night, when the sky is
clear and starry, and the nir cool and bracing. As in the
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United States and nest of Barepean conntries, it is here
dvemed vk, s generaily, servant-like, to he seen walki-
ing in the streets; thevefore, in this respeel, Iadies seem o
forcigners {o have exercised over themselves o fastidions
guardimnship.  The honses, for the mosty ave kept elose
during the day, and ventilated early in the evening or af
night. At thiz fime of the day in tropieal countries, there
i1 meh socinl amnzement.

Bulls and evening patlies and dinners, ave quide cotnmeon
in Mazatlan, and [ have been mueh rejoieed to see the may-
ety amd life manitested on such oceasions, Shortly after
my arvival in g eity, T attemded aomasquerade ball ot the
Freoeh [oted, where 1 have remamed sinee my disem-
barkaticu, Uhis ball was composed of near filly couple and
0 gcm:lly number of spectafors, among whom T was; ﬂl(‘y
had pasaable mnsie, 1 orich repast sl fwelve o'clock, and
then resumed the danee il broad day-light,  Several
policemen were /intioned abont the house fo preserve good
order,—anl the head of e eity police was in aftendanes
nt the ball, cladd in his jusignin of éffice, 0 milifary cont anil
hat with o sword suspended by his side. This gentleman
onlwardly appeared easy, courleous and affable, and com-
mingled with the party as if he was not distinguished by
any offtcinl enpacily. :

Fishing, hunting, nnd ather amusements nre frequently
resorted fo, ns pastime aml relaxation from business
among genllemen of Jeisure,  [lorse-racing and hull-fight-
ing are nol forgolien as existing aong their old usages;
nor is cock-fighting by the snast heonble saints. Diee and
chess nre common games in the higher cirele; so are bil-
lineds amd nine-pins,

Adios,
Kefior,

Acnnicora.

CincinNaTUus.
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ERTTER XN

Masatian, o prbed Low Whaliws -Flchd Tomiagee Jhaes - W hallpg et vl the
ape Al en he voaet Presh Frosisinns cacbbe nhibaiined at Masaonn - 4 aptuln
vk Whaler fn (b Port, and the saee of Obtalnicg e 1 for & Urndse -T'eculiarity
A M sBoans it peepeve

Ao Mo i—As yoi, Fhdve omilted to mention the
ety ol Mazatlan a<a practieable point for many of the
American whalers (o geb verrnits of Tresh provisions, nad
men sthso, wha might be well adagiedio this arisdous, daving,
amd fnborious poesiit,. This mixold enste of Linlians, ne-
gros aml whiles e very padiend, nencly a8 much se na the
negra hinnself, aml many of theme near the seasports are
enurad from Tang habils fo the water, the use of boats, and
alzo diving, whiclh last feal they ean perform with as mueh
ease, mrace il suppleness of inotion, as the uatives of the
Povwniian Tsknds, ]

Ol iate, nnd that too with a eareful foresight, the Mexi-
ean faw with reference to porl and tonnage fdues, has been
vepeated muler the auspices of Comonfort 3 and sinco
which, any forcign vessels, coming inta any of the Mexican
peris on the Pacifie, are placed on a similar footing  with
these bearing the national flag, exeept they are debarred
the privilege ol the const trade, that s, earrying the ratural
or received produelions or commnilities from one Mexiean
port to nnother.  This policy is veally inviting o fureign
vessels, especially those whalers which may be out near
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Cape St. Lucas or in that region at sen, on their whaling
ground, OfF the coast of Lower California and the upper
Pucific consl of Mexico, whalers hnve, for afew years past,
done as well ns in many other regions of the west Pacific
and their success is canstadly on the increase, which being
the case; and whalers for more than a year have fallen
off frotn getting their recruits in Ionoluln, owing to the
high price of provisions und other necessaries, and also the
heavy discounts on whalers' bills.  Inthe district of Mazat-
lan, fresh provisions being readily raised and brought inte
the city, to supply any demand; men not accustomed to
high wages, but servile in Lheir gencral characteristics, being
quickly engaged ; and above all, there being good and sub-
stuntinl commercinl houses, upon which bills of exchange
could be readily deawnfor New York or Boston: all these
enumeraled considerations presented in favor of Mazatlan,
with dae deference to the opinions of gentlemen better
schooled in this pursuit than myself, I submil for perusal,
and what you, amigo, may (hink them worth. Though 1
cannot dismiss this suhjeel without hoping they may meet
~ with n most careful examination by those intcresied most
dirvectly, that the Lest interest of Bexico and the Uniled
States may thereby be greatly promofed and enlarged.
During my sojourn in the city, & whaler put into the outer
harbor and sent a long boat with the second mate to dis-
* cover the nature of the port laws;—and finding the port
~ charges comparatively nothing, he put into the inuer har-
bor, anchored, was boarded by the custom-house officers
merely through form, got some fresh supplies, aud readily
ahipped four Bexicans on a whaling ecruise, with as much
~ ease and as little delay, as in New Bedford harbor. The
Captain Informed me that he had lad such men in his em-
ploy, and that they readily rendered him most importaut
service on the whaling ground.
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This caste being so mldicted o the game of chrnee in
their social amusements, and {or the purpose of grin also, it
would seem to lead to an eacy conviction in the minds of
any ane acquainted with their peculiar characteristics, that

there never would be any difficulty in procuring any nume-

her of such men, at most any time; more especially, as

their living on board is necessarily found them, which, with

this caste, is a consideration of paramount importance.
Adiog,

Seftor,
AGRICOLA.

Crnommnaruys.
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LETTLER XXI.

Departure Teom Mpzatlan for 8ai Bas -Raljve Behiooner—-1'ngse npere—INstancs—
Tho Connt alang—Iort af Ran $tlna— s Kile —Produetions on ol Riv de Santiage
—1lurtver of o Bins, o Beadstiend - Tangeral it In the Sainy 2eason---Elevadion
of a parllon of <an lins—Hx sipply of Waler--1s Hanses —Olil Spanlah Cnstom
Hounso—Muginess, ad that Class resbilng here—Uuhealtbiness of the slte—
Tublle 1iruses—Nathve Hotel - French lkotel—Heotel Fare,

Auiao Mio:—IIaving been in Mazatlan and ils vicin-
ity, near a month I began to feel desirous of secing other
ports of the Mexican Republic, and to-day, the bwenty-third
of March, T left for San Blas, an a small Italian schooner, in
company with severnd Mexienn Jadies and gentlemen, and
also onc Amcrican, Capinin Stocker,  That port is distant
from this city one handred and eighty mifes.

It was five o'clock on Sunday allernoon, and the schooner
was crowded with nalive passengers, not unlike the ila-
-+walian schooners sailing from Island fo Islund ; thecubln was
smali and appropriated to family uses ; and most of the other
passengers of the betler class of Mexicans, ten in number,
remnined on deck, enting, drinking, sauntering and sleep-
ing therenlso. The passage money we had to pay was fif-
teen dollars ;—though we were found with a bountiful sup-
ply of bread, beef, fowls, eggs, cheese, coffee, 1ea, and Chili
peppers.  "L'hus, we had to pass two long days in most
tedious expeetation, standing or reclining upon the deck of
a small coaster in the hot tropical sun, sometimes having
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“the beneflt of the shadow of the sail inftrvening between us
and that seorching luminwry,  Neverthelese, in sniling so
near the coast; and appacently, mensuring the space niong, .
it was not wholly without interest to my making closs chacrs
vations. Tl coast scoms vather shelving 1o the shore with
emincnces, hifls, and mountaing in the backgronnd, and also,
witl some inkets and coves where nwtive vessels might
ealcly ride in a storm.  The coast between Mazntlan nnd
San Blas is far from presenting such mountainous peaks ns
the coast above the former port.

In the afternoou of the (wenty-fifth of Mnreh, our nrrie
val was uannounced in the port of San Blas, which, to
strauger and a foreigner tao, had anything clse than a pleas-
ing appearance. The population of this place is computed
to not much exceed twao thousnmd, and nost of whom are
Indians or mixed. ‘L'he port of San Blasis situated not far
from the mouth of ¢l Rio de Santingn, which crosscs the
rich and productive provinee of Guadalnjarn from enst 1o
west, and s of considernble size for a long dislonce up its
sortree 3 (hougloin the vicinity of the ¢ty of Qundalgjnrn,
it is rather stndl, passing throngh enfindas in resemblance
to those through which the Awmerican river, and most of
the California rivers puss, on on¢’s approxitmating the moun-
tain districts, In the neighborhood of San 1llas and up this
river, there is an extensive bottom land country af slmost
surpassing fertility.  Corn, beans, rice, sugar, coftee, cocon,
cotlon, bananas, plantains, the different species of custard.
apple, oranges, limes, and wild fruits of n relishable fiavor, -
wee to a considerable extent grawn, which find in Mazatlan,
San Blas, and Tepic, s eonsuming market, The harbor of
San Blaa is little move thaw an open rond-slend § however,
merchant vessels run ioto o small frith behind a projecting
point, whiclt appears to afford them alinost pmpte gecurity ;
execpt during the rainy season, when the winde prevail
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from the south-east to the south, and from the south-west,

‘During this season there is no safety In lying here at

anchor; for storms and winds fall upon doomed places
within the tropics, as if by the potent force of gravitation,
A portion ol'its sile near the beach, and whetre the business
scems to be done, is low, sandy, and scarcely ulevated above

the sen; yet the old pari of the town is built on a slight
elevation, not exceeding four hundred and fifty fm‘-t which,

in the rainy season, resembles an Island ; as it is surrounded

by branches of el Rio de Santiago. Tts watering place for
s]npplng is enstward of the roads about three hundred yards,

-ond it is necessary to roll the casks this distance through
jungles to the rivey, in ovder to oblain supplies of fresh

water.,  Winds favorable to most of the Mexicun ports on
the Pacific generally blow from the west and north-west.
The streets arve few, narvow, and dirty ; and one, in the
jungles would not think them laid out with very precice
notions of regulavity. The betfer clnss of houses and public
buildings have not mueh to hoast over the architecture of

~Indian huts, made of bamboo, n speeies of conrse reed,

which reeds are cut off near twelve feet long, aml then set

“in the gronnd perpendicularly, in the form of a row, the
“size of the hut, leaving places for doors and windows., They

are usunlly covered with a coarse grass Jatd on teeds, run-

- ning across the tops of the per pendluﬂm ones, at an angle -

of forty-five degrees.
‘Thus lo! the poor Indian, the red man of the forest, huts

himself in this land of perennial spring, by a most simple
effort of plastic skill. In this port there are a few adobe

“houses and stoue buildings; though there is one which shouid

not pass without notice. Itis the old Spanish Custom
House, situated on the right of the steeet from the landing,
which is one-half mile from the new town. This building
is of the Moorish onrder of architecture, of a very ecarly
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date in the history of Mexican events, nnder Spanish rec-
ognition. Tt is on 2 mound near 500 feet above the level
of the sea. Tt looks old and somewhat dilapidated ; and in
approaching the port, it is the only bnilding of sceming
consequence which, in bold relief, singles itself’ out to the
eyo of a stranger.  This is where the old town of San Blas
was loeated.  The voad leading to this old Custom ITouse,
winds around a portion of the mound in a spiral form,
which adds much to the natural beauty aud grandeur of the
site. It is mechanically paved with small pebble stones,
which work was done by the Spaniards when they held
possession of the country, and made the numerous Indian
tribes on the western slope of the Mexican Cordillera con-
tribute from tlic silver and gold mines abounding in those
regions to fill their proud eoffers here for foreign shipment,
“Along the base of this monnd, and the road, there are seen
growing many of the fruils peculiar to this latitude, com-
prising a dense forest of plantain, banana, cocoa, the cus-
tard apple and other tropical trees, with a thick jungle of
flowering shrubs, vines, and plants;, which render ineflee-
tual the penetration of one’s vision; yet, in a hot climate,
treat the admirers of nature with lovely and verdant as-
peets.  As seen in the cut of San Blag, this mound of hold
and rocky formation, presents itself, as I have observed, at
sen and near the port, with a most picturesque uniquencess.
The surface of its summit embraces an area of nearly
cighty rods square, which forms the site of the old town, as
Jjust remarked in a preceding paragraph,  Owing fo this
unhenlthy site, the business of the port was removed to
nearer the landing mamy years since; however, the Old
Custom House i3 now occupied, and many of the old build-
ings suffered to go to decay, are now tenanted. And in
fact, the ruins of a departed age are now beginning (o bud
from the rathless inertness of a mercurial, an improvident,
yet a desirous people. '
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This Custom Iouse is a large, elegant and capacious
construction of stofic, with colonnades all around inside of
he court-yard, aud stuccocd with a snowy white cement,
On the verge of this mound, there is a vedoubt which looks
down a perpendicalar descent, the full height of the fort,
and planted here, in an eminent position to cominand the
harbor, there are several cannon of large calibre, which
look as if they might do cxecution if properly engineered.
In San Blas, there 1s one main street on which most of
the business is doune, and where most of the houses and
huts are situated. There are a few foreigners in this port
engaged in commercial pursaits, who own small schooners
which serve as coast-carriers, plying from one soa port
town to another. These foreigners are distinguished by
the appellations of French, Germans, Hollands, and one
Amacrican, having come io this place from California. 1t
would not require a superhuman effort fo convinee ane that
it is rolely avavice, a bane that too often plants man be-
neath the sod, which prompis inman nature to endure this
fown.  The exeessive heat Irom ity latitude and altitude,
anil the peeulinr locadity of the site, being mostly surroun-
ded by low, marahy ponds, resulting from the disgorge-
ment of el Rio de Santingo, tend to lead one to this consid-
eration. "These ponds abound in frogs, snakes, and other
ereeping reptiles incident lo the torrid zone 5 suctt as sand-
flics, gnats, and musketos, and others too numerous by far
to mention.  Cientopies are common, and are looked upon
by the natives with peeuliar and crawling dread ; they seem
to possess natural instinet suflicient to getl under the skin,:
lay eggs and breed there, eausing that part to be dread-
fully swollen and inflamed with a most dangerous viru-
lence. All these considerations and circumstances, con-
‘spire beyond daubt, to place San Blas nearly in the same
category as to sickness and discomfort, with Vera Cruz on
the Gulf of Mexico.
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In and around San Blas, there is a thick undergrowth
or jungle, which onc woukl imagine a most capilal place
for ladrones, and other specics of wild and ferocions ani-
mals. In port, there arc but two public houses where
travelers pub up, bardering on any degree of comfort,  One
of these is kept Ly a Frenchmnn, and the other by a creole
Mexican female, of vather a durable color; but just the
kind for such a position in such o climate,—lo endure the
blasts of innumerable ills.  Xn pulting up at una pesada

~in Mexico, I always give my preference to one kept by a

native; for such an host or hostess as the case may be,
makes more exertion to please and court the good hiumeor of
travelers, and usually is in possession of more practical in-
formation than is common for foreigners of this class.  Ad
a native hotel, the fare at table consists of 4 greater variety
of eatableg, better cooked and placed before one, with a
more cordial goud will, which civility, at home or abroad,
applics to the critical consideration of puests, either in {a-
vor ar disfavor of the Lost, fur beyond common expeciation.
The Freuch hotel in this place is & most meagre aflair ;
apparently it would seen like being at the merey of the
wave, to Divouac, as it were, at fa Fonda de Huesos Duros !
IFare at these hotels is 756 cents a weal, or two dollars per
day, including lodging.

In my next, amigo, I will close my description of San
DBlas and its unhappy inmates, and lead your mind fo {ake
a view of our depariure from this naked sile, accompany-
ing me to ouv first stalion.

' Adios,

Sefiar,

AGRICOLA.

CinciNwaTos,
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LETTER XXIL

]

Native Hotel—Musketos—Merchandise Landed in Port—San Blas, o Port of Entry
and bliipment only—¥Whites livieg here—3tages dor Topic—* tage Possengers—
Heard of an atfaek of Ladrones—Precaution—I'repasalion—Trunks “ecured—
Departure at eleven o'clock at night—Thick Woolds—Expected attack.

Anico Mio :—I am not aware that, at the native fonda
I hiuve seen but two apartiments, where travelers slecp,—
one of which is appropriated to the benefit of ladies, and the
other to that of gentlemen. The beds consist of cots to
all appearance, made of moss or woel, with two sheots, a
counlerpane and a clean looking pillow. A musketo bar
is o necessary ucéompaninlent to the pleasure of a sleep-
ing apartment in the hotel; as musketos at times cloud the
air, and would rather make one think of the approach of
an eclipse of the sun, even at cridian day.

The landing of goods and cmbarking on ship-board is
performed here in the same manner as at Mazatlan, by the
means of lighters and eargadors. Approaching the shore the
waler becomes shoal, and the beach is sandy, and the har-
bor is constantly filling in by ihe aunual floods which pour
down from the ieble lands of the Western Cordillerns.
This place is merely designed and devised as a port of en-
try, and depot for the mcrchandise going to the interior,
and the commaodities brought in from the surronnding coun-
try, in faver of home or foreign shipment.

*D
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Few native whites live here, except those connected with
the administration of the govenment; such as colicetors of
foreign and inland duties, an alcalde, and such ag are engaged
in the discharge of municipal {unctions in a Mexican sea-
port town. There are two daily lines of stages here, which
Jeave for Tepie at eleven o’clock at night, distant G0 miles.
One of thiese lines belong 1o the ofd fine running through
the city of Mexico, and so on to Vera Cruz on the Gulf of
Mexico; and the fare from San Blas to the city of Mex-
ico ig eighty-five dollars; thence to Vera Cruz fifty dol-
lars, making in all not much more than one hundred and
thirty dollars. The other line runs to Lepic only, and
charges five dollars, which the old line charges thus far, and
thence to Vera Cruz, it runs without opposition.

Most of the passengers who came from Mazatlan to San
Blas, had seven hours only to remain here before depar-
ture. There were near twenty of us desiring fo go to
 Tepie with the old &ne of stages, including the Mexican

ladies and geotlemen alluded to, with several servants, I
am sorry to say that there was not room in the one stage
to take us all; and therefore, the Mexican family deferred
going till the next night. We wereinformedthat we might
he attacked by a band of robbers or ladrones, who before
night perhaps, had been taking an aceurate and ample sur-
vey of our bhaggage, our persons, and above all, our guns,
revolvers and general sapply of ammunition. "That this
being the case, I am rather under the impression they
formed a correct idea of cur being ready and determined to
meet the emergency in the best possible manner, from the
advanced conditian of our preparations, at the hotel before
dark. We were more particular on this occasion than
usual for travelers in this port, as the stage only a few days
previous to this, had been attacked by a band of ladrenes
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near Tepic, and fired through fifteen times 3 though no one
was killed, yet one of the party was slightly wounded.

ITaving dined upon the ample and sumptuous geod cheer
of our hostess, and all other preparations baving been made
for our journey and safety, which precaution could reason-
ably suggest,—we reclined till oleven o'clock P. M., the time
set for our exit and adventore. Our trunks were puton the
boot behind the box as snugly as possible, and then what
seemed very uncommon to e, and as if for secuarity; iron
bands would be necessary, the stage servants secured these
tranks by the means of a heavy clain well fastened to
bolts and rings; and thence to a ring, the chain is Jocked
sceurely. This chain is used instead of a leather strap as
in the United States, becanse the ladrones have usually
been in the habit of riding up behind the stage and cutting
the strap when the stage is in full motion; and letting the
trunks fall ant, an casy prey to their mauranding avarice.
Some twelve of us well armed, having taken our seais
within the stage at the lour of departure, and ihe steeds
being all ready with an hostler at the head of cach outside
one, there being six in number, two at the tongue and four
on the lead, we bade adicu to our traveling friends and
most cordial und plump looking hostess, and sallied forth
with a boand and galloping gait, for some miles out of the
fown,

The night was dark, scarcely starlight ; and what added
so much lo the horror of travelling on this strange road, and
in this strange country, particularly ut night, arose from

the road passing through a thick wooded country for more -

than twenty miles out; and most of this distance is quite
low, marshy and full of ponds, with a close jungle on cither
side.

Such is the Lime for oue to recall to mind the many dan-
gers ineurred by traveling in Mexican States, expecting at
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any turn of the rord, an unwelcome salute behind a clus-
ter of {rees or underbrush, from a band of outlaws, whe in
many places give no terns of peace to the country, and
who infest the highways like voltures on las pampas,
where the woolly flocks are quictly pasturing.

My noxt letter, amigo mio, will he merely acontinnation
of my stage traveling, giving you the most siriking partic-
ulars which may have cliciled my notice on the way (o
Tepic.

Adios,
Sefior,

AQriceLa,
CINCINNATGS.
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LETTER XXI1I.

First Stoatiou, lts aspect am) Roil—The Inprovements thevent—Inapateh of Mexlcan
Hustlops—sdar-light —u apl Stocker—Healy foran atinek by Ladeones —Forenls
~¥ 4 IHnls—Landseape--¥econd Statlon -- Aspect of the onatry—Road —
Troy Coach—"Third Stalos—Braciag sby —Countey more Cultiveled—)a Y'ro-
(dnetions— Country aspect conthnued.

Amico Mio:—Having all arvived at onr first station,
we felt a sensible relief in yiclding our scats for o few
moinenls, that we might stretel ourselves, and regnin man’s
erect estate, by walking on the earth, evea in a forcign land
and taking in a few breaths of its soft balmy atmosphere,
without being in a flight.

We hwl passed along quietly for miles, for it really
seemed miles, ere we came to the fst post to get our relay
of mules to proceed on.

The aspect and general contour of the lawn inte which
we entered, from the thick forest hehind us, seemed rather
inviting to travelers at the hour of midnight. It is sur-
roiinded on cither ¢ide by a thick forest of trees and under-
growih, and apparently in the ecenter of which lawn the
ancho buildings arcloeated, commanding no particular ob-
gervations, ‘They are of but littte consequence. From the
growtli ol the forest, the champaign country over which we
had been passing, and by which this place is encompassed
on cither side, and the apparent abandanee of needful sup-
plics at this station, I should think this region highly p1o-
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ductive by nature, and that it only wanis the hand of a
stronger muscle, and a firmer will, and a good governinent,
to even astonish the natives themselves.

O coacliman informed us thal {his station is fifteen
miles from San Blag, and we all fell for the presenl much
happier than a short time past, since silvery starlight had
appeared to light our way. There is no house here of any
importance, ranchos being worked by Indians, under the
dirvection of a superintendent ; the proprictors of the soil
Jiving a town life.  Thercefore, the sole object here as else-
where, one would be maost readily impressed with the con-
viction, is that of harvest and re-harvest, till the fertility of
the soil is exhaunsted apparently, and without a thought cast
to higher improvements of the place or station. Now as
before, the same number of mules harnessed and arranged
in the same manner to the stage, I obscrved, and that much
dispatel was usail by the servants a¢ this post in having the
piules ready al the time requived.  In fact, the Mcxican
hostlers ave quite ns expert in the rapid discharge ot their
several duties as elsewhere; and it really did most con-
vince uy that we were teaveling in some more favored gov-
ernment ; for we got along with as little delay as we might
expect to encounter in the United States.

All being ready, and having surveyed this lawn as mi-
nutely as starlight wouki permit an accustomed eye to dart
under the canopy of sewi-darkness, we respeetively resum-
ed our scats; Capl. Stocker Leing on the lop of the stage,
immedintely behind the driver, to keep o close Llovkout, and
all cocked for the occasion of meeting with ladranes, if they
dirst show their sable heads and brilliant earbiues.

Duaring the Mexican war, and sinee that period, this
Capt. Stocker has been a venturesome explorer of this Re-
public, from north o south, and from east to west, lraveling
with considerable money ahoud his person, or hig mule,
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though in such a manner as nol to create the lenst suspi-
cion. Onee or tiwvice lio has been tuken prisoner, and many
other times he has run hair-breadth escapes in passing
through the districts infested by bands of revolutionary
characters.  Lne Captaiu is o faiv specimen of a go-ahead
New Yorker, and quite commonly, I have been told, he
leaves an impression of Lis indemitable perseverance, rost
intrepid courage, daving valor, and his general prudence in
deportment, by and through the rueans of which he is read-
ily distinguished.  1le traces, if I mistake not, his geneal-
ogy to that numerous tribe of Xuropean adventurers who
settled in New York at an carly day, self-styled Gotham-
ites. In departing front our first station we caat back, not
a long lingering look, but o pleasing one, that we were again
in motion, passing on at a rapid pace. We were all ready
for an attack, and having one hundred rounds of bulls both
in and on the outside of the stage ; we wers nll firin in the
couviction that we should give the ladrones a hot, though
perhaps not the most cordial roception. The road appeared
to fead us through the same thick wood and jungle as here-
tofore, and in passing along I wns told by a fellow passen-
ger well acquainted in this country, that we were and had
been passing through parts abounding with logwood, and
varieties of wood well adapted for cabinel purposes.

The forest is evergreen, and mauy of the trees bear blos-
soms of various shades of color, both fragrant and inviting.
It being night I could see no wild animals nor birds, though
I was lold that they abound in these regions; and in gimi-
lar parts of Mexico, when travelimg in the day tine T had
the satisfaction of sceing them with mine own eyes, Among
the feathered tribe are several species of parrots, attired in
their britliant plumage, and making the old woodes re-echo
with thuir songs of mirthiul feslivity. In such a region,
with the wild animals hotnding before your soft tread, ami-
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go; the feathered tribe skipping, with a slight evolution of
the wing from {imb to limb, and [rom tree to trek, aned now
and then making a graceful curve aroind you, the sun
then reflecting his radiant heamis on their golden tints;
and with a landseape on cither side execcding the rich
touch of the peneil, man can feast his mind on (he actual,
not the imaginary, and learn, thongh he knowa much hoth
by reading and traveling, and though he is ensconced jn
silks and in costly cquipnges, better how to apprecinie the
works of nature.
_ The next station we reached without an necident, and
even without an attack, as we bad contemplated when leav-
ing the Tast.  Happy now we felt to get oul into a more
open country, and also out of the stage, to change our
cranmped and stationary posttion. It is & mosl welcome re-
licf to stage travelers in Mexico to have frequent relays on
a publie road, affording threm time te rest a moment with
limbs erect, and thoughts areand, medititing upon what
they had and were seeing about them,

The country through which we werenow passing is some-
what rough and undulating, with high hills, and in the dis-
tange, mountain ranges upon ranges appearved tn quick sue-
cession, The road s smooth, or compuratively free from
timbers and brush, when passing woody vegions, and also
from stones, when passing over broken or undulaiing dis-
tricts on o Tepie.  The coach being made in Troy, in the
State of New Yok, of large dimensions, firm aud strong,
much more so thae those used in the United States; in
comparative safety we journeyed on over proud hills and
cminences in lengthened age, Gl our arvival at the thind
stalion was announced, when to our great satislaction, day-
light we found, had been on the wing, and the sun had just
lit up the morning scuds dancing before liis burnished
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plane. The air is now as through the night past, cool and
bracing, especially in proportion to our elevation. A Llank-
¢t or a ecloak, when one travels in Mexico, at any scason
of the year, is & mest desiralde accompaniament, to be used
in avoiding the dimps at night, or the rains by day, in the
Tainy Seasot.

All being ready, and having delighted onrselves i test-
ing tho sirength and penetention of our vision, we sallled
forth with bounding steeds, as i tu be taught again the use
of the rvein and trace. The country now had mere the
appearance of cultivation on either side, and in the distance,
Wheat and barley plainly imdicaled that they were fit for
the sickle; and Geautifully in contrast with what we had
passed throngh but a shert time sinee, the golden heads
waved in the movrning hreeze, coming down from the Cor-
dilleras.

Corn, bananas, plantains, gmrlies, sugar-cane, coffee,
cotton and eacno, yet in small quantities of eacl kind, were
seen growing and ripening, up the golehes and on the nar-
row rivulets, where water could be had for irrigation.
This mode of eultivation aud the kinds of productions con-
tinted the same till our arrival within a few miles of the
city of Tepic; the country open and broken ; voleanic and
porous rocks abounding, nnd deslitate of timber except
here and there clumps of trecs cight and fen feet high,
Near half the distance froin San Blas to Tepic, there is a
very little timber, or svven wond lor cooking purposcs,
which searcely begins thirty mileg juland from the port.
‘There is something cheering in npproaching the rim of (e
bagin which sorrounds the eity of Tepie.

The next T shall confine to my arvival at the stnge office,
and at la Fouda de Oro; afterwards it willbe my purpose
to give a description of this lotel in the same letter, which
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may make it long and tedions: thowgh have paticnee, and
I will be your happy conductor in many parts of this sin-
gular and strangely romantic country.
Adios,
Sciior,

Acricona.
CINCINNATUS.
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!
LETTER XXIV.

Arclval at T-eplc—-Ln Fouda de Qro—My npnr*mut—-}lronkfnst-l)oscrlplion afthilg '
{Intel=TIts Architecture and Oronments-~Pae Conrl Yard.

N
Aaxuao Mro:—Our arrival at Tepie, after having appar-
ently and fancifully passed through many dangers by land,
was announced at the stase office, not {ur down a narrow
glrect from the Plaza. It was then eight o’clock, and the
morning was cool and invigorating; not too warm or too
cold 3 but just such an one as the imaginalion may dream
of.  After our getling ont of the stage, dusty, fatigued,
sleepy and hungry, and after sccing respectively to our
bagenge, the nearest and most convenient steps weie taken
to Ia Fonda de Ore, the Golden hatel, kept by Dona Dedro,
a fat, short of stature, thick as tally but a good natured
lamdlady. I am most happy to say, amigo, that my star
had wot failed me yet, for 1 was fortunate enough to get a
ringle room, with a good clean bed, a tuble and wash-siand,
{ronting the I'faza on the north, Most of my traveling
compauions met with {he same suceess, thongh in different
aprrtments of the sume boilding,  Tlaving my trunk taken
to my voom, and this being quickly adjusted for the ocea-
gion, with water, soap and towels, I mechanically closed
the huge door, having small aperlures in the upper panel
for the admission of light and air, and turned a correspond-
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ing key, letting my quickencd imagination take a long
farewell of ladrones and threatened dangers.  Being now
the twenty-sixth day of March, I found the temperature
warm.and somewhat suffocating in my roem, as I was then
about undergoing a thorough washing and scrubbing with
the requirements but just alluded fo.  After this bath, I
endeavored Lo rest a few moments to resuscitate my wearied
framo, ere 1 sallied out of my prison wall.  The welcome
news of the breakiast bell having been announced through-
out the halls, whick made them re~ccho the pleasant sound,
I found myself attired and ready to vepair to the break-
fast saloon where the cedwr table scemed fo groan with
the many good dislies prepared to my liking; samc after
our mode of cooking, and others wholly Spanish.  Our
breakfast consisted of coffec and chocolate, beef-steak, and
chickens, roasted and cooked otherwise, swect potatoes and
onions, rice wilh fresh beef covked together, hot cakes and
good light bread, eggs, fish and lettuce. Thesce dishes at
table were all served in a most respective manner to ihe
guesls, for the use of whom individually there was placed
ncar the plate a fine table napkin., I am not aware of
any butter being on the table, which, as an article of lux-
ury and goad relish, is rare throughout Mexico ; and when
had, it is whitish and vurelishable.  Breakfast at this ho-
tel is from ten to eleven o'elock, A, M.; dinnerat five, and
chocolute at eight o’clock in the evening ; and besides, in
the morning at six, seven or cight o’clock, chocolate ¢an be
hiad Ly announcing onc’s desire to the chamber waiter,
whosa nffice it is to call at an early hour in lhe morning, to
receive the requests and orders of the guests,'in their res-
pective rooms.

Having taken a minule survey of Ia Tonda de Oro, 1 dis-
covered it to be a large building, occupying an area of two
hundred by one hundred and fifty feet, and consisting of
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two stories, the lower one rented out for stores, and the
upper one occupied by minc hostess. Lhe upper story is
divited off inte sleeping apartments; a bronkfast saloon
which answers for o dining enc also 3 « kitchen nnd other
rooms required for the convenience of the house. This
building is composed of adobes and sun-burnt bricks, Iaid
in Mexican cement, which becomes firmly united with the
other materiala,

In Spanish or Mexiean countrics one of the chief re-
quirements in architeeture, is o w@ to so construet their
dwellings as to be impervious to the effect of heat or cold ;
whicli construction I readily recognized in making {arther
observations with rcference fo {his hotel. The walls are
three feet thick ; the floors eighteen inches thick, and coms
poscd of juists, planks, and bricks Iatd in cement; the roof
19 flat like all the rest in this city, and is constructed in the
same manner as at Mazatlan and elsewhere throughout
the whole Republic.  This construction resembles that of
the floor. The Public Square or Plaza, is on the north
side of this hotel, which is situated lenuthwise, extending
iwo hundred fect fromn east to west, I'ronling the Plaza,
la Fouda has a balcony ronning its whole length, suspended
by columns fifteen feet apart, with arches neatly turned
and extending from one column tu the other,

The same columns extend from the bngis of the balcony
to the roof of this castle-like mansion, with arches turned
in the same manner as below. The balcony serves asa
fine promenade at any time of the day, for it ia ever cool,
and frequently there is a bracing mountain breeze passing
through it, which delights one very much, on coming out of
his darkened chamber.  Mechanically speaking, there i3 no
window to this edifice, but nere aperinres through the up-
per pancls of the doors, which answer the purpose of light-
ing the apartments by day.  The doors are large and thick,
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and well hung by iren fastenings, whicli would ostensibly
bid deflance lo petty thieves and robbers.  Ironting the
plaza, thiey open on to the baleony, which 1 have found to
be aomatter of greal conveniences in the promotion v com
fort and plensure.  Uhe baleony is twenty feet wide; and
un the enst side of the house, there is nane, except small
prajections at doars, laoking out into the street.  This hotel
is construwted upon the plan of a liollow square, offerding
o court-yard in the center thirly by thirty feet, with a bals
cony, cohumng, and arches formed in the smue manper a8
those franting the strect on the north, except that this bal-
cony extends areund the cirele of the court-yard below and
nbove, aml is near twelve feet wide, It scrves as u prom-
enade for the inside or courtyurd sleepiung apartments, and
rooms adapted to several other purposes, Lhe building is
plastered with o cement on the inside, and also ou the out-
gide, which gives it s hard finish and whitish appearance,
The street baleony has n balustrade three feet high, and of
heavy constraction, suitable to the columns and arches 3 and
that within is constracted in & similar manner, extepding
fron column to column around the balcony,  The rail of
this balnstrade is near cight inches wide, and also extends
horizontally from columm to coliunn, 1s just mentioned ¢
and on it, Dona. Pedro hag o fine collection of flowering
plants and shrubs, which she superintonds and prunes with
her own careful hands.

These natnral ornaments—ithase which not ouly the en-
lightened delight to gathier and wreathe into funcied fes-
toons, bt the nntutored Indian who roams the wild forest,
fecls himself elated and delighted when plucking those
that, many times, carpet the earth and cringe at his trend—
impress them with the imposing beauty and harmony in
the adjustinent of nature’s works. Thcy ndd too a cooling
freshness and charm fo the inside baleony, which makes the
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powet of it almost irresistible; natwithstanding, in the con-
ter of the court-yurd, there is & playful fountain, jetting up
near fifteen feet, or on a level with the balcony, and then
darting ofl and falling in different divections, in resemblance
(o rain, when near the fountain,

Not far from thie fountain are set four orange trees of
good size, which are in perennint bloom, and pour forth to
varions apartments the swoeet nnd badmy odor arising from
bursting buds; and near this arlistic reservoir is sct a wil-
low tree, sheding its long and slender avin-like branches over
this erystal water, making i cool {o the palate, waving to
the gentle touch of the least breeze within, nod causing one
to feel that yet there may be an Elysian abode for the good
man to rotire torest. 1 have yet to deseribe another natural
ornament, which would rather tend to celipse the beauty of
the past scene.

Near cach of the colnmns within the court-yard, there
grows and ascends to the entablatures of the uppet columns
of the building, a ¢ffmbing rose bush, rave in its beauty,
and in perchnind bloom, running along near the upper arches,
entwining and wreathing each other respectively into thou-
sands of gay fesloons and uniqne intermixtures, from the
pedestals where these ereepers enter the ground, to the tips
of their delicate Tfingers, of irresistible tangibility, around
the upper circle of the court-yard.

Adios,
Sefior,

AGRICOLA.
CINCINNATUS,
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LETTER XXV.

Catt on the Conuntercial Itouse of Barros & Forbes—Thelr Apgent—Intraductinn to
geilor Callice, ~ uperintendent of their Caften Factory—La Vlaza—Chinrchea—
City I'rlson--Erisoncrs for 'olitical Ofences~Lxient of La l’hwa—lw Proni-

enndea—The Hegepvois—Iix Ornmnenls.

Amico Mio :—At twelve o'clock on the day of my asri-
val in the u[y of T(\pu,, having made myself feel as comfor-

table as possible, Lstrolled out from iy hotel to take a bird's
eye view of the town and its environs ; but finding it too
warm, I cdﬁtcnted myself to call ‘At the commercial House
of Barton & Forbes, now mmder the superintenilonce of
Sejter John. I" JAllsopp, an Englishman by birth, though
long n resident of Spanisli and Mexiean conntries.  To this
gentleman I liad a letier of introduction from the firm of
Sefiors Jicheguren & Co., of Mazatlan, and upon the housa
of Barron & IForbes a small draft; both of which on being
presented received the immedinte attention and favorable
consideration of Sciior Allsopp. 1 have found, amigo, this
gentleman courteous, affuble, atrendive, bland and open in
his deportment to: others ; nltln6t1g11 in consequenee of the
banishment of Sciiors Barron and Forhes, the whale finan-
cial superintendence of commercial and factory business,
devolves necessarily on him to discharge ; notwithstanding,
in various brancbies of this business, T have had the pleas-
ure of hecoming acquainted witli gentlemen of intelligence
and practical experience. Among these gentlemen who
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struck ine most favorably, is William Collier, Esq., a native
of the State of Massachusetls, to whose kind attention I
was intreduced by Sefior Allsopp on my first call to sce
this gentleman himself. Sefior Collier I shall mention
agnin, not from his being a countryman of mine, but in
connection with his famity, his business, and the affairs of
the country.

In the afternoon when it had become somewhat cool, 1 45

took o survey of the city and discovered it to be laid out .
mostly at right angles, with o public square or plaza nem]y
in the ceater.

The plaza is large, and fronting it on either side. the
buildings are generally two stories high, and many of them
like the Fonda de Oro, have columns and arches, w]nch
greatly enhance the symmetrical and architectural arrange-
ment of the square.. Near the northeast corner of the Plaza,
Y cast my eyes and saw & massive edifice, its splre tapermg
in the wandering c]oudq with due and equal propmt;ons its
base consumed the rich and fertile earth g atd the many
gigantic stones and rocks united to the various parLB of its
construction,: 10bbed the ancient quarries of those ta]f*tales,
by which geology in her onward march, declph 18 the
countless ages heretofore passed on, A

This is the church of catholic faith, where the dévout
and pious of heavt kneel before their God and their eaints
in solemn devotion,—asking forgiveness of past sins,—and
they are forgiven,—even the wuholy publicane und ladrones
that infest the Republic like valtures, and the pickpockets
in the midst of the saimts. From this sacred altar they
depart various ways with a light heart ; and the first oppor-
tunity presented, they commit the same sins agnin, and
agnin they are piously forgiven, paying a small pittance for
penitence’s sake.  Near the northwest corner of the plaza,
1 opened mine eyes and beheld el carcel de la ciudad, the

)
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city prison, which is but one story high, laige and commo-
dious for the purposes intended. In front and on the roof
de el carcel de la ciudad, there is ever a sentinel with an
ample pumber of city gnards at hand, to enforce order or
insutrrection, just as the whims and interests of the major-
ity of the citizens may apparently desire or demand.  Seo
far as I have been able to observe the courtyards of the
city prisons in this country, theve is in each a number of
heavy ovdnance ; and in this, and near the entrance, I saw
one engineored for action. The objuct of such,so far hs 1
could learn, is to silence as far as praclicable political mut-
murings and to keep the malcontents in awe and submission.
It is now tumultuous times in Tepic; for the two political
partics soem to hate cacht other most bitterly, and as if
they were not of onc common country, and ever ready to
"assiime any advantages, which the want of foresight or the
wenkness of the other party, failed to fortify and inake con-
tinually tenable. [This is March, 1856.]

This I shall more definitely aliude to in some more dis-
tant letter. However, there are now many prisoners incar-
cerated,—some for civil and eriminal offences, and others
for political offences agnainst ihe new organization of the
government under the auspices of Gen Comonfort ; although:
many times individunl parties make use of political fer-
ments lo revenge themselves upon those they both fear and
dread. And this private, though ostensibly intended for
pudliec vengeance, may find its sneaking trail cven on the
beantiful plains of Aunuhuae, as elsewlicre. The plaza
embraces an area of four acres, and on cither side between
the street and the outside plaza walks, there are trees, but
not fruit-bearing, sct thirty feet apart, which extend their
maany limbs and green foiinge far out, rendering the strects
and the walks adjacent cool and inviting. The chief prom-
enade of the plaza cxtends around its whole circuit, with



OF TIE MUXICAN CORDILLERA. 118

several others leading to the reservoir and playful fountain
in the center, and corresponding with the octargulas points
of the compass.

These walks arc permancntly lald with flag stones ; and
on the outside of the principal promenade, seats are con-
structed of soft-burnt bricks in the sarse manner as those
embracing la plaza at Mazatlau. The reservoir is large,
and the water is clear and cool, and is much in use through-
out the town. The domestics come hither from various
parts of the cily at evenivg twilight, with native earthern
Jars, some small, and others large ; and some of these ser-
vants with one jar on the head, while others trudge along
with a Jarge jar suspended by the means of a thong to a
pole, hetween two of them. Near this koly spot, in prox~
imity to the chureh, T took my stand with an apparent non-
chalance, and when 1 beheld the good and the bad, the fair
aud the homely, the young and the old, the sane and the
maimed, domestics and servants pass me by, with all the
peculiarilics of expressions, contaitions and evolniions im-
aginable ;—X could not avoid thinking of the good old
Samaritans, when going to the sacred pool to ack absolu-
tion, “The fountain plays beautifully ; and not unfrequently
the sprays, at morning or evening, ascend so high that a
miniature rainbow repays the observer for his atiention.
The reservoir is 20 feet iu diamecter and four feet high,
composed of solid masonry,—the wall being two feet thick,
laid in cement. At the base, flag stones are Jaid out six
feet, forming thus a circular walk, which unites with those
Jeading in from the principal promenade. A willow tres
near this fountain and extending its graceful and waving
pranches over its cooiing and inviting walers, caps the
description of thie beautiful square in the present number
of my letters; yet again for a moment, I may allude to it
with reference to other matters.
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Feeling somewhat fatigned and sickened from too much
exposure, I must beg to take a good furewell of my much
esteemed fiiend, Agricola, for the present.

Adios,
Sefior,

AGRicoLA.
CINCINNATUS:
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LETTER XXVI.

Axpeot of he City of Teple from a Ligh elevatlon—Tts Exlent—Mountaln ®prings—
pireete — Chhmnies— Avelitecture —Dwellings—Private Court Yurda—Vailey
of Teple—Voleanle Focks—Sell — Productlons— Famlne ~Sugar Estates—Ma-
chinery—Contlnuous Cropa—Coaffoe I'lantallons—Posturnge—Fine Forses and
Carriages—Holy Padre i & Carslage—Woodland—Furi—Lumber—Fencing.

Amrgo Mio :—In my last I confined myself, or rather
the work of my pen, to the city; bat in this number I
intend fo take yonr imagination to some high elevation,
where T can paint to your mind, the throne of reason, the
beautifui and vndulating valley of Tepic. I departed some
distance from the town, when the heat of the day was being
suspended, and the orb of light fast returning 1o his rosy
bed, to feast my mind and instruct the powers of my rea-
son with reference to the form of the city, the manner of
its being laid out, its prominent edifices, and the general
aspect and formation of the valley. The city seems to be
situated on a champaign surface, and to be laid out some-
what with & view to right angles; notwithstanding, near
the town rolling eminences protude in varioua shapes. The
surface which it appears fo occupy embraces the aren of
one squarc mile, and on the north side of it there is now
the bed of n dry creck, which in the Tainy season swells
and foams, receiving mountain supplies, with great and vie-
lent impotuosity. DBy mountain springs rising not far dis-
tant from the city, Tepic is abundantly supplied with pure,
cool, and erystnl-like water. Springs in (his valley are
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remarkably bold and forcible; for northwest of the city,
‘near two miles, there is one which bursting forth with
increditable velocity, ag if it had been some pent up tor-
rent finding an opening, and ere it runs two miles, increases
to such a volnme by a few feeders, that it assumes the
character of a small river, dashing and foaming over vol-

anic rocks and boulders, till it finds its devious way to el
Rio de Santiago. The streets arc narrow, and also the
side walks; the former are laid with rormd cobble stones
near three inches in diameter, in a kind of cement, and in
a concave form, so that the rain water runs off through the
centor of the street; and the latter are laid with soft-burnt
bricks or flag stones, and usually in a workmanlike man-
ner. The entire width of the streets to the side walks on
gither side of the street varies from four to five feet,
which adjustment of the streets and walks makes it quite
inconvenient for carts aud carringes, and also foot persons,
passing each other. Scarcely throughout the whole city
can you sec & chimney, which in the assumed order of arcli-
itesture in the United States presents a finished and sym-
etrical beauty to dwalling houses.

The custom among the Spaniards and Mexicans, with
reference to not having chimneys attached lo their dwell-
ings, had its origin far back, even among the Persians, the
Grreeks and Romans ; and cooking out of the nain building
willl charcoal in hot climates, is to some extent coupled with
the rise and growth of this custom. The buildings in this
city vary much in height; some are two stories high, while
others are bul one.

The privale dwellings among the rich or wealthier class,
bave court-yards in the center with eolumns, arches, balco-
nies, and balustrades, suitable to the construction and num-
ber of stories; and frequently, where taste and the least
pretension fo elegance in ornamenting the court yards, bear
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a prominent sway, and rather a controling influence,—the
fair and happy inmates make delicate collections of flower-
ing plauts, ¢hrubs and {rees, which they most generally
adjust with their own snowy hands most beadtifully on the
balustrades and near the crysial fountains. Witlin these
court-yards the fair and virtuous matrons and young ladies
of Anahnac promenade at the vising or the setting sun, or
when naturc requires of them excrcise to promote their
health and give them a chieer uncommon to sedentary hab-
its. Even on this elevation, amigo, I can see no more
prominent buildings than those which my pen hns already
described ; therefpre we will cast our cyes to the extent
and surface of the valley of Tepic. It is my impression
from conversation had with intelligent gentleman, that this
valley, including some eminences and rolling hills, extends
over an area of ten miles squuire. The high elevations,
and even many of tic low hills in proximity to the city,
carry with them the indispulable evidence of being vol-
canic ; and porous, flint, and sandstone rocks abound in the
‘valley, and border the rim of the mountainous districts ;
where, in some of which, granile plainly shows its hoary
locks. The soil being composed of debris and the decom-
position of vegetable matter, is fertile and quick, most
beyond conception ; although 1t is badly and profanely
nsed by Mexican husbandmen; for with the soil as with a
horse, when once broken in, seldom do they get much rest
till their natures arve nearly cxhausted; then they are
unthoughtfully tarned out to, or on, the commons to resus-
citate themselves as the clements of their own natural gi’ﬁno
ity may require.

The valley is cullivated in a vaviety of productions nat-
ural to this climate, either in low or high altitudes. In the.
low altitndes, being near one thousnnd feet above the level
of the sea, sugar cane, coffee, cotton, rice, swr st potatos and
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corn, are considerably grown ; but not in suflicient quanti-
ties to glut the market or produce a superabundance for
the season. 'This wantof foresight and disposition to plant
plentifally, even for to-morrow, existing among the BMexi-
can peanle, most forcibly stamps their natural indolence
upon intelligent minds of other natious, which too fre-
quently engenders digease, ag fumine and starvalion in
wany deparbments and in seasons of great dearih, ensue,
producing unheard ol distress and almost general conster-
nation.

In the higher aliitudes and the distriets adjacent, corn,
wheat, barley, eats, beans and Irish potates, abound and
flourish with a remarkable exuberance of growtl, and ap-
parently with little care or foresight. In proportion to the
ground planted, hawever, it must be inderstood that these
productions, us well as the others just mentioned, abound ;
for there is not always a plenty. In the vicinity of the
city, there are sngar estales, which yicld well, so far as soil
and growth are concerned, but the machinery and imple-
ments made use of, both inside and outside of the sugar
houses, would indicate thicir method searcely any in advance
of the most primitive made of segar-making in the West
Indin Islands, or the State of Louisiana, when the cane was
first introduced into those regions by the Spaniards. Tt is
usual to make large quantities of pandla into small cakea
for eating by hand; and these are much used among the
lower classes, when eating their regular meals of beef,
cooked with Clili pepper, corn-cakes and waler.  Mexican
sugar planters make also large quantitics of loaf-sugnr,—
the process of which is, after the cane juice is boiled to a
granulating consisliency, to pour it info earthen jars made
in the form of n cone, where it cools and the impurities in
it run out through the lower part of tire jar, perforated for
the purpose. After this, these eakes are placed on seaffolda
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out in the sun and air, when the ntmosphere is dry, in order
that the drainage may be still further promoted. However,
this process cannot strip them of their numerous specks and
impurities. I saw no sugar cither brown ar white, during
my sojourn and observations in several departments of more
than four months, which, in rospect to quality, could favor-
ably compare with the Louisiang or Texas sugars.

In deseribing the machinery for making sogars, and
other requirements ahouat a sugar house, I do not mean to
say that these planters have none of the requisites; but
simply, not those which the arts and sciences have invented
and made known to the world of late years. Mexican su-
gars are generally worth from ten to fiftcen cents per pound,
making but little difference whether purchased on la ha-
cienda or in town. I have scen no molasses nor syrup in
the country. I should not omit to observe, that the plant-
ing of sugar canc may beso arranged in many parts of
districts adapted to its culture, with reference to its growth
and ripening, where irrigation is attainable, that the plan«
ters muy be engaged in the pracess of making sugar full
two-thirds of the year. Such advantages in favor of Lou-
isiana and Texas sugar-cane planters, would be hailed there
ns considerations of great and paramount importance.

Small coffee plantations are springing into existence in
the region of Tepic, and one large plantation of caffee not
far from the city is beisg cultivated and enlarged by the
house of Castafios, that inve figured sa much at different
times in Tepie for tho last thirty years. But I am under
the impression, from what I could learn from one of the
family, a young man well instructed in the classic branches
of an Ionglish, a French and a Spanish educaticn, that he
or the famiiy are not much versed in the scientific agricul.
ture which, as adapted to tropical regions, should be care.
fully studied and well understood. e informed me that

*E



122 TRAVELS ON THOE WESTERN SLOPE

they had set their coffee lrees from four to six feet npr.u-t,'
and Jet them grow as high as the nature of the tree woluld
secm to (1ema:u1, instead of setling lhem oul eight or nine
feet apart, clipping ihe tops ofl when six {cet high, fen the
couvenience of gathering the coffee, and praning them
twice,——or, al least, once a year, in order to equalize and
mnake rure a certnin amount. of coffee each year.

Grazing anl the rearing of eaflle, ltorses, sheep, and
hogs, are much attended lo, and they are grown in gnanti-
ties to supply only the common demand of the country.
Pasturage is gencrally good, yet here, as in the State of
Californin, there is the wet and dry season.  So far as I
could observe, I noticed no improvement in stock of any
kind above that among the Upper Californians. I I no-
ticed fine earrvinge horses, eaparisoned with tacklings tipped
with gold, altached to coaches, showing o finished work-
manship, and inquired whenee they eame? I was answered
“from the United States.” In faet, all the good horses
here in use are cither imported from the United States or
from England. In this vespect, T must confess [ could not
repress a smile to see o Catiiolic bishop in Tepic ride in o
finely finished and polished coach, drawn by two well-
matched, Jarge and beautiful bays, richly caparisoned, and
to learn that bt a short lime previons they were all im-
ported from the United Stafes, the land of hereties. My
amusement at this, was still more heightened to observe the
sacred personage thus sealed, pass along the streets, and
thn hall-starved and hall-clad populace, with hats off, hurry
their already quickened pace to keep up with the coacli ;
and when it stopped incidentally, to behold them,—young
and old—lame and blind, all in imitation, kneel to either
roverence the Bishop in his sacred gown, or his bedazzling
equipage. Aud for my life, I could mot tell which they pre-
ferred to worship. I thought that this showed a faltering
in the Catholic faith, or a dias in _faver of light.
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Woodland in the region of Tepie, scems to be searce.
I could not sce much, nor clumps of irees growing in the
valley, or on the low hills, and bul seattering elusters on
the higher elevations.  Dost of the fuel consumed here is
broughit in from some distance in the form of charcoal, and
scarcely any is required except for culinary purposes.
There are no trees for lnmber or fencing in the immediate
valley of Tepic ; bat at a distance towards the coast a great
variety of forest trees abound; and also, in the regions of
higher altitude, cedar and pine forests become abundant,
and lumber of these kinds is often conveyed one hundred,
and even two hundred miles, on iwo wheeled carts drawn
by oxen, for the puarpose of adding a finish to dwelling
houses. The manner of fencing in wne rancho 6 una khacten-
da, is generally pursued by making use of the nuwmercus
stones which Iay strewed over the hills and plains, quite in
plentiful profusion. The stone walls are substantial and
near five feet high, tapering in their ascent. I have often
rode miles in the stage, passing haciendss walled in by vol-
canic rocks,

In my next, it will be my purpose to give you some de-
scription of Barron & Forbes’ Cotton Factory, not far
from Teplc, in a northward directinn ; some account of the
Superintendent, Sefior Collier, and of other American me-
chanics engaged at the actory.

Adios,
Sefinr,

AGnricorna,
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER XXVIIL

Hiring o Coacht to vislt La Fabrica do Algadon e Harron y Forbes-- I»rive abont
the Clty—2uburbs—The Counlry and aspect of the Foctory—%actory Build-
Ings and Appurtenances—Superintendent—Cotion nzed, hoth Domestic and

Forelgn—Country adapled to Cotton.

Amtao Mio:—In the afternoon of a beautifn] day, while
remnining in Lepic, a traveling friend and myself bired a
coach with iwo gay and beautiful horses, reined up and in
prancing trim, with a genieel or genile looking coachman,
to take 9 drive out to the Faclory. Around the public
square, there arc usually six or cight coaclics, rather unique
in form, and perhaps even here, some of them dating back
to time immemorial. They ave kept for public use, and let
out for fifty cents per hour; which, to a foreigner and a
stranger in {he Iand, is no small consideration in the way of
convenience. In comparison with San Francisco or Cali-
fornis prices, we thought we had engaged our coach drive
remarkably cheap. This coach had windows on either side,
in such & manuer that we could observe the streets and
liouses as we were passing along.

To enjoy o full sight of the city, and that too without
much eost or price, we requested the coachman to make
himself busy in driving us far round-abeut for one or two
hours, prior to directing his course to the Factory. In this
short, yet quite full excursion, I am not aware that we saw
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anything but in confirmation of what I have already ex-
pressed in my previous lelters with reference to Tepic.
Riding through Mexican cilies, except at evening, sensibly
reminds oue of a city of prisons; the thick walls, strong
doors, and iron gratings for windows, adding to that effect,
The bflues are if I mistake not, a common complaint in
Mexico ; and I should not be surprised if such mansions
for the figurative deed were nob instrumental in the unique
promotion of that disease.

Resuming our drive as intended, to the Factory, we
soon pagsed {rom the Plaza rather north-west of the city,
and through the ¢nvirons where poorar but honest classes
dwell ; and even where the thieves, ladrones and pickpock-
ets hold forth their haonts in hellish planning, and watch the
movements available for the commission of marauding ex-
cursions aml acquisitions.

Zassing along at & slow trot for the purpose of observing,
we soon reached thie bed of a comparatively dry ereek, and
in our descent to it we found the suvface of the bed consid-
erably brolen; and after our passage over ils siony cavity,
we struck a somewhat higher and more even surface, and
then riding along leisurcly we soon came up to the boun-
dary and entrance of the Factory premises. The wallson
either side are strong, and the gate ostensibly indicates la-
bor and skill in the construction of its parts. Near the
gate there is a watch-house where a sentinel, who, if sus-
picion is awakened by any overt acts of partiea coming
here, reports i6 by w fuithiul discharge of a gun, and this
causes the factory people to be on the alert, and prepared
for emergencies. The road from this to the establishment
is one-half mile aad is well macadamized, so that a carringe
plays off casily aver the Lridge which covers the stream
used for thr propulsion of the whole apparatus of the faca
tory, and other mechanical appurtenances. The form of
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the ground about the factory is somewhat elliptic; and the
surface rough, and that 100, on both sides of the rivulet,
which is encompassed by bigh bills, with the exception of
the narrow gulch that serves as a passage for a private
road leading to a cotton factory, still farther below and on
the same stream.  The whole estublishment is thus en-
closed by bigh stone walls. The great object of the wall
is self~protection against incursions liable to be made upon
the factory by the ledrones, who would cither set it on five,
or sack and plunder it of the new made fabries, and then
five it through natural malevolence.

"The factory Dbuilding i3 two hundred feet by two hun-
dred, in the form of a square, with a court-yard in the cen-
ter, one hundred feet by one hundred, in the same form;
so that the apartments on either side are fifty feet wide,
and 23 long as the objects for which they are designed,
maj’ necessarily require. The Superintendent of the whole
establishment is Scfior Collicr, who more or less hence-
forward, will require the special or casual notice of my pen
in my description of Tepic. The garden near the factory
and ntteched to it rather as an oroament, is also under his
supervision, and it will soon require specific notice in car-
rying out the full intention of these letiers. The factory
is a building of two storics high, consisting of thick walls,
numerous doors and windows adapled for convenience and
light, and finally, rooms and apartments requisite for the
labors and locomotion usually performed and endured in
like establishments elsewhere.

The Superintendent informed me while I was here on
this visit, that there were different mechanical shops con-
nected with this factory, and possessing skillful inachinists,
that had proved themselves adapted 1o the full performance
of any work necessarily reqnired to complete such an eppa-
ratus.  The cost of such machinery delivered from the
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nearcst Mexican port, must have been attended with out-
lnys enough to dampen the fire even of the most selfish, if
not the farthest-sighted. The locomolive powers applied
to the movement of this whole apparatus from day to day
during the year, consist of two water wheels forty feet in
diameter, having at all seasons a sufficient volume of water
for the execittion of the objects of the factory. The ma-
sonry of the dam, tire flume and the canal for carrying off
the waste water,-as well as the butments, arches, and the
foundation of the whole hnilding, indicates a solid perma-
nency and a ekilMulness in the adjustment of its stanes,
which mechanies of this elass in far more favored countries
seldom equal and never excel.  The roof of this establish-
ment is constructed in the same manner as those of solid
and durable buildings are generally in tbis country. The
walls extend three feet above the level of the roof, and are
two feet thick as below ; these ave then plastered over with
a species of {hydraulic cement, which renders thema solid
mass.  This roof (hus constructed has on it every night =
watchfulsentinel with a earbine on his shoulder to give the
alarm ; and in times of threatening danger, it is garrisoned
with a suflicient quantity of artillery and men to protect
the place at night or day quite securely sgainst freeboot-
ers, within the range of five hundred yards. Adtnched to
the factory there is a cotton-gin imported from the United
States, which i8 ns necessary an accompaniment in his
strange country, where cotton planters have never seen one,
a3 cards to the adjustiment of cotton rolls, or the spindle fo
the making of thread.

My admiration I must confess, when I hod taken a full
survey of the apartments adapied for spindles and looms,
was sensibly affected to behold here a system of lnbor pur-
sued and executed of which the most enlightened should
be justly proud. That admiration and my astonishment
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were greatly enhanced wlen I had paused a moment and
fully considured the prescat and past conditionof this people;
for in these apartments cach Mexican operative seemned to

be trained to the exercise of a pood degree of practical

reason and infetligence, The class of Mexieans in this

factory consist mostly of those tinged with various shades
of complexion, except that which would characterise them
for white thercfure from this view of thent arose iy ad-

miration and astonishment,
Az 1 was informed by the Superintendent, the numberof

foomsemployed in the factory does not exceed one handred
and ten, and the other apprirtenances for keeping the looms
conlinuaily in operation ave in the snme proportion.  With
reference to the namber of Mexican operatives, and of fors
eign mechanies and machinists, under the superintendence
of Senor Collier, there are 4wo hundred of the former and
ten of the latter, who are native born Amertcans, and mostly
represent the OQld Bay State.  As near as 1 could learn,
these Americans are goal, peaceable, sober and intelligent
gentlemen, who are generally treated well by the Maexicans,
and who observe thosc rules of courtesy towards them in
return in Tepie, as shonld characterize Americans in any
foreign land.

The expense attached to running this establishment per
week, I have been told, amounts Lo near twelve hundred
dollars, aside from the prrchase of the raw coiton. Most
of the colton used here is the growth of a foreign culture ;
yet, of Jate years, some altention is paid to the growing of
cotton on the botlom lands of el Rio de Santiago, and not
far from the coast between San Blas and the port of Man-
zanillo. Native cotton of fine fibre and clean, is generally
worth five cents a pound in the seed ; although sometimes,
it is not so high. Cotton domestics manufactured in this
Factory bear the medium price of twenty-five centg per
yurd; though higher and lower at times. The firm of
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Darron & Forbes are in the habit of sending directly to
Peru, which source of getting most of their present supplies
of fine cotton they have not, as I am informed, yet ahan-
doned:  To an Amcerican aceustomed, as I hawve been, to
living in a clinate congenial to the culture of this staple,
and seeing men there active and industrious in the rapid
advancement not only of their own interest, hnt that of one
common country, by buing producers, it seems really a
waste of God’s fertile carthy, within the tropics and the most
congenial elimate to the full developreat of sueh produc-
tiong, to behold here a searvcify-—a want of such supplies,
and the necessity of sending to foreign lands {o fill Inme
demands ! And what are these home demands with refer-
ence to cotton? They are shmply made to consist of the
precious materiols which are manufaetured into cloths, to
lude nakedness and warn the nmnan system |

A people to be rich, prosperous aud happy in reality,
should enltivate, iff practicable, ali the absolute necessaries
of life for consutaption, and the raw materials requisite for
garments ; and if they eannot, they should euliivale what
they can possibly, and then mpnufacture what they have
grown, aud pursne commerce.  For the aceomplishment of
these great national considerations, it is absolutely necessa-
ry to be industrions 5 and moreover, it is of pavamount iin-
portance that this industry shonld be protected by good,
wholesome, and liberal laws duly executed under the safe-
guards embodied in the concession of naturnl pewers, or
private rights.

Fearing I may weary your patience too much, amigo
min, I will allow you a short rest ere I resume your atten-
tion.

Adios,
Sefior,

AGRICOLA.
INCINNATOS,
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LETTER XXVIIL

Tiengure Ground pear the Factory—its Gmaments—Fenntain with Jdeld Fish—
Hesldence of Seitar Collier and Famlly—EiTect of Climatean the White Race—
Thelr Modo of Living—Frutis~toapitslity vf Sefior Colller—Clher Americana.

Amtao Mio :—Again I resume my pen in this distant
land to be the medium of intelligence ta you, my most
indulgent friend. :

Qpposite to, and ecast of the factory, is a stone wall with
a fine yet substantial gate for the entrance, leading into a
beautiful garden, consisting of five acres of rich carth,and
1aid out in & manner truly tasteful and elegant.  This kzgh
wall extends around the whole of the pleasure-ground,
which on first observing the situation, indicates something
of durability. Therc is one promenade extending around
_ the inside of the garden, yet near to the wall, intervening
which and the walk a beantiful rill of clear water is let
in ot pleasure, and runs its gentle course over small peb-
blea of various shapes and hues, ever ready to moisten and
nourish ihe fertile ground.  In passing through this pleas-
ure-ground where this should seem to confliet with the even
dcsign of the Wﬂ.”(, brick arches ave g]‘aceﬂﬂ]y tonrned aver
it to enhnnce swrrounding beauty and a covenience to the
pleasure of promenading. There are two other walks
extending through this retreat of honorable pride, which
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correspond with the cardinal points of the compass, dividing
the ground into four equal compartments. Besides these
walks which are eight feet wide, 1 beheld in observing
more particularly, these four squares laid out with regular
curve walks five fect wide, and uniting with the others at
right angles. Small pebble stones are covered over the
surface of each promenade. Grass, always kept green,
tinges selected spots over this surface, and fringing the bor-
ders of all these walks, it unites with the choice and pecu-
liar collection of plaats, slirabs and trees within, from Asia,
Europe, the Islands of the Atlantic, different parts of Amer-
ica, the Istands of the Pucific, Australia, and, I should not
omit in this, Africa. Slanding in the midst of this beauti-
ful spot, near o playful fountain of crystal water, and sur.
rounded by the rarve growths which nature, in her great
labaratory, is constantly producing, and has been made from

- different quarters of thie carth to contribute here by the

science of navigation and of vital retention in plante, to a
captious, yet refined sensibility,—I could not but admire
and appland in my own mind, the delicaie taste displayed in
the adjustment of these far brought productions. I must
own I was most happily pleased to observe more closely
this taste in the arraugement of those plants requiring the
most care, and the promiscuous, forest-like adjustment of
those trees which tower not too high, yet sufficiently lofty
to combine due proportions. These natives and exotics are
either evergreen by nature, or ave kept so by the remarka-
ble evenness of the temperature, and ivrigation when re-
quired during the dry season.

Among this rare and beantiful eotlection, which struck
most impressively my acquaintanceship with their kinds, I
noticed the climbing and Castillian rose bushes, daisies, hy.
acinths, myriles, junipers, and palms, with pinks of varions
shades of color, showing a peculiar and unique impregra-
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tion. Near the Siberian cedar and crab, I saw the cocoa,
palm, the northern spy, the orange, the lime, tamatrind and
citron trees. Near the cedar of Lebanon, 1 saw the aca-
cia, the different species of custard apple, the racao, and
coffee trees, with the fruit-bearing plants the plantain and
banana. Each of these planis, shrubs and trees, has its
rospective spol in coniributing to the general einl.cllisliment
of this pleasure ground. There also, 1 saw successiully
cullivated the British Queen strawberry plants, which begin
to give their fruit ihe first of March ; and with cave, being
properly shaded when too warm, and wateved when too
dry, they might be made alraost a continuous luxury for ta-
ble use. Near the center of the garden, there is a reser-
voir of pure, yet perhiaps not holy water, tn fect deep and
twenty fect wide, made of masonry, in the form of a circle,
solid and well cemunted.  This fountain is fed by an under
eurrent, which.emanates from the I'actor y stream, and has
& descent of twenty féet ; and through a brass tube having
a boss on the end, which is perforated with holes, jets are
made to nscend the height of ils source, which play in the
air most beautifully, and when falling they dart off in all
directions, preseniing miniature rainhuws and showers, that
greatly enhance the whole scene.  Tn this founfain, I saw
the gold tish, so called from their biilliant coler in resem-
blance to that precious metal.  They seemed unbounded in
the peculiarity of their graceful, yet easy vvolutions, so
common 1o them, and perfectly delighted in (heir small yet
natural prison element s for these were all young ones,—
the progenitors having died shortly after tr ansition and giv-
ing natality to this young and Lrilliant progeny, numbering
near twenty in all.

Many Indies and gentlemen, and n'any of those who might
be ranked among the scum of God’s crention, come hither
in carringes, costly nnd fashionable; while others, if there
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is & pedigree in the history of carrisges, might date their
uniqueness to immemorial time for archetypes. Iu this
spot, adorned with foresight and protective care, these sev-
eral classes seem to enjoy the gay, the beautiful; and busy
scene of the Factory, with all its appurtenances, and the
garden with allits collections and symmetrical arrange-
snents, crowned by the vocal music of unceasing warblers,
clad in the plumage of mauy hues, and hopping from limb
to limb, and from iree to tree, indicating all the playful ev-
olutions and varied notes of refined ruimal instinet.

Opposite to the Tfactory, though on the north side, with
a private road betwneen, is the residence of Wm. Collier,
Esq., the Superintendent.  He is marvied to an American
lady of the city of Thiladelphia, in the State of Pennsyl-
vania. Several years since, he was married, and hes now
a family of six children born here. Most commonly they
are healthy ; however, duving the rainy scason, Sefior Col-
lier informed me there weve some cases of ‘the chills and
fever. 'Without doubt, the countenance becomes percepti-
bly tinged within the trepices, except by grent care constant-
1y and thoughtfully exereised ; but not so, as some inconsid~
erate enthusiasts endeavor to hold forth, as to make a negro
race out of a white one ; for cven here, the new born child
of white parents, furns up white also /' 1 found Mrs. Col-
lier rather ill, suffering {rom the neuralgia, and also the
paralysis in her arms, yet able to sit up part of the time,
and converse with me respecting the prosperity of, and
rapid advancement made in the United States, embracing
o more complete development of the arts and scierices, and -
in rendering them suhservient to supply the real or imagin-
ary wants of man. She drew many comparisons between
the two countries ; scemerl to bo well informed as {o the
general concernments of her father-land’; and often she
had sighed to be there, thongh interest prompted her to tar-
ry in another land for & while.
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Mre. Collier has n lone sister living with her for a time,
though she is married to Capt. Hale. This gentleman ].las
been for a short period, engaged in trade on the Pacific
const, from Valparaiso to San Francisco.  Sefioras Collier
and Hale, are accomplished and intelligent ladies, and hav-
ing & good collection of English and Spanish boaks, they
indulge themselves in reading what is food for the mind,
“and thus do their husbands interest and instruct themselves
when their business permits.  Their divelling house is fur-
nished most tastefully, with all that really adds neatness
and welcomeness lo home, and secures & good man there.
Americans having lived for a long time in a foreign coun-
try, are very apt to adopt somewhat the mode of living and
cooking which the creoles of that country usually practice.

‘While here, I noticed some new dishes which are not
much ih use i the United States ; such as guava, plantains
and bauanang stewed, fried or baked; and tliat meats and
bread were rather bordering on the mode of living pursued
by the upper class of Mexicans. Some of their cookery
consist of the following: Tortilla, pan de huevos, ensalada
de tortilla, ensalida de carné, arroz de carné, quesadillas,
sopn de pan, ensaldda de piscada de tierra, and pan de
trigo. Ensalada is composed of Chili peppers, fat, cheese,
onions, or garlics, water, and sometimes tomatos, all stewed
together, Their conserves or las conservas de los Mexi-
“canos ave frequently made out of the fruit of the banana,
which is boiled fo the consistency of paste, and then taken
from the kettle and put into a tray where it is kneaded
wlth whitish sugar till it assumes a glutinous form; then it
is taken out and put into small wooden boxes neatly made,
and offered for sale under the name of % la conserva de ba-
nana de Mejicana.” In this conserve I noticed properties
adapted to nurture the human gystem, far beyond what
one’s reasonable presnmpiion would lead him to conceive
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in this plant.  For my own part, I nm fond of a variety of
dishes at different times, and think that a plenty of cooked
frait at all times, is intended by Providence to be highly
promotive of good health and elastic constitutions.

While contemplating the residence of Sentor Collier, I
must not omit to reknowledge those kind and individual
attentions so fully expressed, which enliven the lone heart
and which make an Ameriean in a foreign land feel proud
of his countrymen. Scarcely an American passes through
Tepic, but he is made to fecl those cordial and generous
hearts that throb iu the often thyeatened, yet happy home
Just mentioned. In the city of Tepic at the Hotel, and
near the house of Barron & Forbes, I bad the pleasure of
becoming acquainted “with Dr. Cleaveland, and snother
Capt. Ilale, who is also engaged in trade on the coast
These gentlenien are Americans, and so far as I could
gbsorve, they were bland, affuble, and courtcous; and ap-
peared to be attentive to their respective avocatiofis.

This personage I did not becorno acquainted with while
in Tepic; it is the wife of Sefior Forbes, a Mexican lady

‘and a good catholie. T am told that she has but few equals
in the Republic of Mexico, who cAn domipare with ler for
the unostentations display of her many virtues, and kind
womanly offices to the poor, sick, @nd decrepid, in the re-
gion which comes within her reach.

Adios,
Sefior,

AGRIicora.
CINCINNATOUS.
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LETTER XXIX.

Intent of these Lelters—Ladrones—Enmity belween the Ilouse of Rarvon & Fovkas
and that of Casinfies—Rise of Cemoniort—Principles goveming him—Their
growils in Teple—Escape of Barron & Forbes frem Teple—Aleriness of the Cas-
taiton Parly—An attempt to ship Money withoul payiog the Inland Dullos—
Irangerous for Anerlcana at the Faciory in {lie Winter of 1855-5—Attack of La-
drones on Befiors Coltier and Jlale, In the Stage, going to San Blaa—Ohjecta of
it—Its Dlscovery and censegucnce on Sefior Collier--Reporled Consplracy In
reple, while there in March, 1856,

Amigo Mio :—1It is my purpose in these leiters, amigo,
to be solely the medium of information; let that informa-
tion cminate from, or touch whatsocver object or person or
persous it might. Ilewever, with reference to political
antagonists, maleontents and revolulionists, so far as I may
deem it necessary or interesting, I intend to impart the
grounds ‘each party assumes, without the advancement of
my own opinion, except in such case as I may feel myself
fully worranted from the sources of information presented
to my notice. In a previous letter, when about to take the
stage at San Blag, to find my way into the interiar, T men-
tioned that we, composed of the parlty with me, heard on
our arrival at this port that the stage had been atiacked
only a few days prior to that time, and that too, within the
gound of fire-arms from Tepic; and also our decision and
determination to meet the consequences, come as they
might. Before this period, I had mentioned two political
parties and two commercial houses in Tepic, that have ever
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heen at swouds” point, even more than an age past. The
names of these houses are that of Barvon & Forbes and
that of Custafios. The former house has ever been a
strong supporter of Gen, Santa Anna’s party,~and the lat-
ler the firm backer of opposite political aspirants,

It is for the listorian’s pen lo eke out the relative or
absolute merits of those who have been, and of him who
15 swaying the destinies of these people, whether for weal
or woc; but not for 1aine so generally. I have here a
spocial object only in view,

As General Comonfort departed from the discharge of
his official funetions i the Custom House at Acapuleo, and
assumed the badge of distinguishment,—he arose under the
nuspices of the old and wily hero, Gen. Alvaresz, also near
that port, in the early part of the year 1855, and soon
becoming known and distinguished apart fram Gen. Alva-
rez, he {ook cily after city in the tide of his warch, and
playing willi Alcaldes as puppets to fill bis political aspi-
rations, he made easy terms with the occupants, demand-
ing of them but what stern necessity enforced him to
request, in order to carry out his measures of reform. The
liberal and political principles espoused aud openly express-
ed by Gen. Comonfort, quickly spread over the fair yet tax-
ridden plaibs of Anahuac, like the spark that touches the
vast pampas, and slowly kindling, soon with its iudomitalle
surgings, overwhelms man and animal in one universal con- -
sternation; thus the party then in power, that of Gen.
Santa Anna, had riscn and spread their influence over the
country, which new began to lalter and grow remarkably
unpepular with the wasses of the people; for it was far
more opposed to the pepular rights and privileges than that
fast rising to its zenith, in order to effect a general over-
throw bf past anarchy. '

This political ferment and reformation immediately took

Iy
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root in ‘Tepic, and grew to the size of & most sturdy oak,
which a2 yet, the chill winds nor the northern blasts have
influenced to change its verdurc. As near as I could learn
from my informant, with refence to this matter in Tepic on
both sides, T fecl it a duty and a moral right to make
known to the public through the medium of you, Agricola.
My informant states that last Tall, (1835) the firm of Bar-
ron & Forbes, being desirous of making a large shipment
of silver out of the country,to San Francisco, where it was
worth ten per cent. premium, withont paying the inland
duty of ten per cent. on the whole amount, which would
have made the sum due the government, forly thousand
dollars, they had resource to old practices, that of bribing
or-endeavoring to bribe the collector of the interior, by
paying hin a small pittance to let the silver pass ont unno-
ticed. The Comonlort parly being constantly on the alert,
and cver ready to take all the advantages which the now
organization of the goverment would barely warrant,—
became inforned of the intention of DBarron & FForbes;
and aware of the inimical hatred expressed by the Santa
Anna party to this reformy—they pursued with redoubled
vigor and alertness the designs of the new government {o
collect 1is inland dutics.

As my informant states, the colleclor was bribed and
engnaged to depart the city a few days on a trip of pleasure
or supposable business, till full arrangements with regard
to this shipment could be wade and executed.  Being some-
what afraid that their plans might miscarry, this firm had
retained a force in their power and subject to their control,
to act as emergencies might seem to require, while they
were oceupied in the execution of this large commercial
operation. Their plans before execuled fuily, leaked out,
and the Governor of the State of Jalisen, being at the cap-
ital, Guadalajara, sent a military force to arrest this oper-

A s
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ation by seizing the intended shipment, and the principaly
engaged in the transnction, if possibly found.

The sum of one hundved thousand dollars was seized
and confiscated to public use ; hut Barron and Forbes being
made aware of the Governor’s design to arrest them, made
their most fortunate escape to San Dlas and effected an
immediude departure for Dlazatlan, where the pobitical
veform had not progressed so rapidly ; where (here was a
different state of feeling expressed towards these gentlemen
from Tepic; and where they were sojourning in March
last, 1856, as expelled consuls, commercial Iepiescnmtwes
of Great Dritain and the United Stales.

Up to this time, no veconciliation had been effected
between these parties ; but adisposition to widen the breach
and make it almost irreparnble has strongly manifested
itself from the time of Barvon and Forbes' departure for
San Blas, ever since in the city of Tepic, This political
and commercial animosity had run so high through the
winler, and threatening dangers had become move appar-
ent j—and these supposed to emanale from irrespoasible
sources—that Scitor Collier deemed if o unsafe for his fam-
ily at his residence near the [aclory, in view of the many
threats having been made against the Americans solely,
who weve engaged there, to the effect that at certain thnes
they were all to be murdered, that he with his brother-in-
law, Copt. Hale, took their families to San Blas, to be ready
as the oceasion and the emergeney might dictate them to
pursie.  In a mouth afterwards, peace to smne extent hav-
ing been restored, as immediately and threatening dangers
had apparently passed the cloudy horizon to give room for
the flag of truce to come in, and mediate its good offices
Letween a people of one kindred tie and blood, of one kin-
dved language, and of one common interest,—Sesior Col-
lier and Hale thought it now safe ta leave Tepie, in order
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to go to San Blas for their familics.  Accordingly, they got
ready, arming themselves as usual in traveling from” place
to place in this country, aud departed in the stage at eleven
o'clock at night for San Blas. They had searcely passed
the suburbs of the city, ere they were atlacked by o band
of ladrones, twenty in number ; the coach was fired throngh
fifteen times, with a very slight injury to Sefior Collier,—
Sefior Fale was seized and dragged out of the stage and
somewhat bruised, and lis pockets searched elosely, and an
attempt to search Sefior Collier’s was made, but the horses
soon started, and so that object was averled. They were
robbed of two gold walches worth four hundred dollars,
besides guns, pistels, and clothing to the amaunt of two
Lndred dollars more.

It was quite dack, and therefore it was rather diflicult to
recognise any of the robbers; although their burnished
carbines and lnnees too strongly indicated that they wore
no common ladrones. It was, at this time, supposed that
Sefiors Collier and IMale were bearers of important des-
patches 1o San Blas, to be conveyed Lo Barron & Forbes
at Mazatlan. Whether this be true or not, I do not pre-
tend to state; therefore I have given its substance as I
heard it. And under this impression, it has been believed
by many intelligent ones, thal the Comonfort or Castafios
party were cognizant ol the fact of this attack being con-
templated on these two Americans, and in consequence of
which they were believed to be accessory to the erime—
that of plundering American citizens within the sound of
gun-shot from ove of their flourishing inland towns, ITow
true this may be, or the amount of truth in it, T do not pre-
tend to define; but that it looks highly colorable with an
avowed intent to do these gentlemen some particular harm,
appears more than probable; for they were alone in ilie
stage, an incident for two to be alone, rarely common,  The
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search having ended withont making the ladrones any wiser,
they were allowed to pass on, and arrived without further
molestation in San Blas the next morning. If the la-
drones had desired to kill these gentlemen, or treat them
even more severcly, no resistance on their part could have
availed them anytling.

Maving returned with their families to thmr residence
near the Iactory, anil having exercised as meh precau-
tion as the civcumstances of their peculiar position would
indicate or warrant, the next object of these genilemen was,
as soon as practicable, to ascertain the actual names of the
parties engaged in the robbery.  In a few daysnfterwards,
finding w here some of the guns and pistols had been sold
or pawned, they were fhereby led to quite a full develop-
ment of the entire scheme, sliowing the specific supposi-
tions licretofore allnded to, to be satisfactorily correct.
Scveralof the party engaged in the attack became alarmed,
and offered to settle the matter before it was known gener-
ally who ihe partics were; but this arrangement did not
meet the consent of the parties robbed, and thercefore ono
of (he chicf leaders, a noted raseal ot playing double
handed games in political matters, was denounced by Sefior
Collier as being one of the party of said ladvones. The
police authorities were bound to take notice of the fact us
affiemed, and this necessavily connected the whole aftair
with the ruling party in Tepic. DBut a few days priot to
this, a report of a conspiracy got up agninst this Tepic
party, was pretended to have been discovered on Sunday
evening, the formation of which, and the manner of acting,
lenked out through an old lady ; and upon which report,
immediate action was faken. Some twenty of the princi-
pal citizens of the opposite party, were then incarcerated,
and the eniire population of the city thrown into general
consternation.  Sefior Collier was then at his residence,
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attending to the numerous vocations which bis duty as Su-
perintendent of the Iactory necessarily required of him.
The Castaos or ruling party, having discovered the dilem-
ma they lad got ihe present administration in, now most
pairiotically desired to shake frow themnselves any respon-
sibilities which might rise and flow from the circumstances
of the case when made o kuoot of diplomatic eonlention, and
an object of demand on the part of the United Btates” gov-
ernment.  For in the extension of her treaty stipulations
over her citizens residing in foreign countries, she fully and
absolutely guarantees their individual protection, and sccu-
rity in the peacecable enjoyment of their acquisitions. To
effect these ends, the government of the United States ap-
peints generally eflicient men as high officials, with special
powers to waich, in foreign lands, her own inlerests and
welfare, and those of her eitizens. The ruling party in: Te-
pic, in order to cumpass the end alluded to, were instrumen-
tal in having Seiior Collier implicated in the conspiracy but
shortly mentioned in a prior paragraph, and denounced by
the ladrone, who, only a few days before, had been de-
nounced by himself and imprisoned in ¢ carcel de la ciudad
by the police authorities. "T'bat the sufficiency of an oath
of a robber, or one laboring under that accusation in the
confines of a prison, could be received and acted upon in
any civilized country, to the effcet of arresting a person,
even supposed to be guilly, before tlie party denounced or |
aceused is finally acquitted and restoved o citizenship, is o
question which should put a savage horde to the blush !
The ease of Seor Collier thus mooted, passed on till

+ Tuesday night at 12 o’clock, when a policeman cawe to the
gate of his residence, desiring to see him on pretended bus-
iness ; his reply was couched in laconic terms, that there
had been, and perhaps would be, day-light enough to trans-
act ordinary business; and as for any other, he was not
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aware fhat he had made himself obligatory to any individ-
ual.  The policeman departed for the night, deeming him-
seif insuflicient to wheedle Seiior Collier into a snave at
that time of the night; though the next morning, another
came with a request from the Alealde, the chiet of the po-
lice, desiring Sener Collier to repair to the city on special
business, as if related fo some concernment of pressing, vi-
tal importance.

When Seiior Cellier had arrived and presented himsell
to the Alecalde, he was informed more specifically of the de-
nouncement made by the ladrone, whereupon he was cast
inte prison without a hearing; without even leing con-
fronted by Asm who had made the charge of his having
Leen connected with the conspiracy, and in fact, without
any of the formal solemnitics by the means of which a man
could possibly know how to confront the allegations which,
in a country like this, might be brought against him by the
victous and the pampered ! Senor Collier was not thrown
into the common city prison, but into that in another part
of the city, whare the others accused of comspiracy were
incarcerated. When he was taken frorg his home and em-
ployment, his wife had been ill some time, and mosily con-
fined to her sick cliamber ; he himself had served the firm
of Barron & Forbes in the special capacity of Superin-
tendent of their cotion factory ;—mnot in that of a political
intriguer or meddler with the aftairs of the Government.
Jle had lived near the city of Tepic for fifteen years, and
had during that time borne an unblemished moral charac-
ter; and further he had never been known during his res-
idence here, as having been, or being connected with either
party ol the Government; bul as throwing himself solely
on the protection guarantced by the treaty stipulations be-
tween the two Governments, In a day or so afler his im-
prisonment, 1 was allowed the spevial privilege of visiting
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and holding conversation with him, thougl in the presence
of three other room-inates, and of one of the Castafios fam-
ily who understood English. Many questions were put to
this Sefior Castafios with reference to the nature of the
charges prefered against Sefor Collier ; but nothing defi-
nite could be inferred. When he was told that in any en-
lightened country, the oath of a prisoncr counld not be taken
until the gnilt of that accusation was absolved from him, he
simply replied that Mexicans were governed by circum-
stances. When lhe was informed that the Mexican Gov-
ernment wonid be made responsible for the attack made on
Sefiors Collier and Hale, and for the false imprisonment
of an Innoceut American citizen, he shriugged his shoul-
ders and said that he did not know; though he scemed
somewhat surprised to think for a moment that the United
States Government should hear o! this casc.  Upon this,
he was {further informed that the United States had many
children seattered over the earth among all nations; and
in case of their happening Lo live anong edvilized people,
it was the policy of their government to fully wateh over
tham by her international: treaties and compacts entered
into by the consenting parlies, in the same maoner, and as
effectually as if they were living under the banner of many
stars and siripes.  ven this young Castaiios, who seemed
to be a gentleman of refined sensibility, cankd not as he
frankly stated, belive Sefior Collier gnilty of any offence ;-
but be observed that it had, at this critical conjunciure of
political affairs and intense municipal commotion, become
necessary to gather evidence, to hear testiimony, and decide
with the weight of proof either in favor or disfavor. Never
before wag Iin a prison where citizens for political offences
had been incarcerated, and this present spectacle before me,
taking a view of tire whole matter, I must confess had a sad,
sickening effect npon mi¥ spivits, to be sensible of the mn-
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Just imprisonment of one of my own countrymen, with
twenty Mexicans of rank and character, confined in differ-
ent apartments, under the strictest surveillance of Mexican
puards. Nof less than one hundred guards were on con-
stant duty ; a cannon ever engineered for instant action at
the entrance of the prison, and several others in the rear;
mucl ceremony was necessary before one could be permit-
ted to see or converse with a friend; and at night in ap-
proaching within a square of the prison, the watch-word of
the patrol was given, and it became absolutely necessary
to respond satisfactorily to it, or stand still until he came
up before passing on as intemled.
Adios,
Seftor,

AgnicorLa.
CINCINNATUR,

*1
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LETTER XXX,

Fncmf}l Operatives discharged when Sefior Colller was Linprizoned —Tts efecls—
Present at the Searching of the Factory—Appesrance af the Soldlava—Govern-
ment Approprintion of Lie Artillery for he Defense of the Factory—Celeheation
i Tepie of the taking of La Puebla—~Military PParade on the oceaslon, davch
2640, 1856 —CGeurral teview wud Parnde nlso tha next Day—Thoaphta as to then
=Relations of 'cones to Citizena ~Their Slave-like appearance—Dittnices pakd
to the Clergy—Market-tlime—leagon thereol—1rovisions—iruits—Prices of the
same.

Aurao Mro:—In econzequence of the incarceration of
Seiior Collier, and his being under the strictest surveillance
of Mexican military discipline, the cotton factory, and even
the whole establishment ineluding, was suspended by Seitor
Allsopp’s discharging, on the morning of Sefior Collier’s
arrest, all the operatives long inured to look there for daily
meat and bread.

This to the poor Mexican operatives, who had then vo
othér means of subsistence, fromn their long comtinuation in
this employment, was most truly the reception of a shocek,
not anticipated to rebound so forcibly and eloguently /

I was present at this scene; having arisen quite early
for this country, I arrived there from town shortly after sun-
rise. Suspicion was entertained by the Castafios’ paity,
that one of the conspirators was working at the factory, and
one, as reported, quite forward in the design to overthrow
the ruling power in Tepic. Taking the report ns true, a



OF THI MENICAN CORDILLERA. 147

boly of city guards, uumbering fifty, all armed for the occa-
sion with bayoneted carbines, came out to the factory under
the head of the Captain of the city police, with full power
to arrest even one man, tf found. It was mtow near ten
o’clock, and breakfast hour with a part of the family ; for
Seiors Collier and Iale had departed before this for Tepic.
The head machinist, the brother of the Superintendent,
boarding in his family for the society they might be to each
other, was present with me at the table when these guards
arrived, and the Captain placed a ragged, lousy, and sneak-
ing Indian soldier at every avenne, entrance, and place to
exercise more watchfulness. The first announcement we
had of it was the sound of arms, as the horsemen redodbled
their speed, to gain their respective positions. A soldier
was stationed near the gale of Sefior Collier’s residence,
ready to dispute the departure of any one wishing to go to
the factory or the garden, 1 never before saw Mexiean
soldiers actively engaged to earry ont an ohject; and I
must confess, they bear in their countenances, the ineviable
marks and signs of a picturesque grimness, which death, in
its last gaspings, would blush to imitate.

Having made a most diligent search, during two hours,
to discover the whereabouts of the person suspected of con-
spiracy, they concluded to desist 5 though not withaut taking
from the factory all the avtillery, which the firm of Barron
& TForbes had purchased for the defence of their property.
The whole cstablishment was then completely dismantled,
and stood, in a country beautiful by naturc, a model of bold
and grand conception, yet now a stature, helpless and for-
saken, at the mercy of the marauding ladrones who Inrk
about the city of Tepic, like vultures about the mountain
flocks, in almost endless numbers, to sack and demolish
where their caprice or avarice may mark ont a fertile spot
for their fiendish actions. The artillery of Barron & Forbes,
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the trophies of the oceasion, were borne into town trinmph-
antly, by the same shabby looking sokliers who had con-
stituted the brave force in the scizure and confiseation of
this private property, that which, in a country like this,
forms the rampart, the bulwark in defence of invaded per-
soual rights!

I must not omit to mention that, nearly at the close of the
month of March last, 1856, news of a brilliant character
arrived in Tepic, to the cffect that the army under General
Comonfort had, but a short time previous to this, talken la
Puebla, situated between the city Mexico and the port of
Vera Cruz on the Gulf of Mexico, aud noted in Bullock’s
time for being the hot-bed of Catholic priests. Near the
north-east part of the city of Tepic, being close by the dry
creek alluded to in my topographical letter respecting its
site, saveral of the city ordnance were hauled ont from their
strong lolds by virile force and goldier-like drudgery, to
report the sad intelligence to some, and to others, the joy-
ful news, of the victory won by the liberalists under Com-
onfort, at la Puebla, over the self-conceited ramparts of his

‘most inveterate enemies. In the accomplishment of this
victory, several padres,in the midst of their hosts and
legions, (though not of yore,) unfurtingand carrying aloft the
banners of their Apostolic faith, and sbouting aloud for vic-
tory, lost their most holy lives; for, in this struggle for the
resurrection of man’s primitive rights, the whole Mexican
clergy have wiclded s most gigantic power and influence to
effect its ultimate overthrow and oblivion, and reinstate, in
the twilight «f departing sun-shine, papal darkness and
tyranny | Ience, night may again overshadow the fair and
beautiful plains of Annhoac!

Many of the private, and all the public buildings in the
city were illuminated ;—bonfires were constrneled ; and the
public square was more caved for than usual, being well 1it
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up and promenaded by the gay, the intelligent and the re-
tiring ;—and also, by that fearful mixiure which rises like
aslow caneer, on the body politic, absorbing the life-blood
of progress and improvement. I noticed that many of them
Lung their heads in mournful silence, thinking that misrule
and priesteraft had arrived at the goal of their corruption,
where, in connection with the general progress of events, a
descent and reformationm must be contested by the sword.

The next day, the commanding oflicers at Tepic, saum-
moned the military force to rssemble at ia plaza de armasg,
will the purpose of preparing for a review, and afterwards,
march about the city in general parade.

For Indian troops—I know no other epithets to distin-
guish them by—they obeyed the word of command with ease
and promptness; passing through the simple evolutions of
Mexican tactics in a manner indicative of apiness, skill, and
willingness. A more motley, a more heterogeneous mass,
and a more God-forsaken set of human forms, of almost
every shade of color, I never before saw than this simple
hearted, yet ferocious band of Mexican patriots, if T mistake
not the application of this term, marching and counter-
marching near la Ifonda de Oro,—on the balcony of which
I took my position, to observe the timed mancuvers of Mexi-
can soldiery.

When thoy had passed and got far beyond the reach of
sight, I took my seat by the side of a large column, and
throwing my fect on the baltustrade, I sat musing in my otwn
miad ;—how easy it was for a man of the least adaptability
and shrewdness in the study of human nature, to mould
those plastic forms to his designing will ]

Many times, I have felt moch amused to observe the re-
lation of the country people to those in fown, and the mode
of paying homage to the sbhrine of their God. Most of
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these people are peones, or mere laborers for the wealthier
classes owning the land and living in the town; and not,
uncommonly, the fee-simple of the land is invested in the
clergy, to whom these peones pay a small rent. Though
they are said to be free, and boast of their freedom, yct in
every expression to which we can apply epithets of the Eng-
lish language, they would appear to be slaves in the dis-
charge of those offices peculiar fo such in the bands of an
organized community, adopling the priveiples in the rela-
tionship of bondsmen.

The period usually adopted for Mexican peones being in
markel, to dispose of their produce and manufactures of
various kinds, I have noliced, is Sunday morning, which,
it-would be reasonable to suppose, is not wholly objection-
able on the part of the pious and good clergy, who are then
sure to get a small pitiance bestowed on them, in the way
of forgiving the sins of these poor market-men.  For like
many good and holy Christians, they most devouily believe
that these padres, elad in tho sacred gown of the church,
yet the most intriguing and stealthy politiciansin the whole
Republic of Mexico, have, by divine inspirantion, the power
of forgiving sins as often as they are committed ; provided,
a sacred donation is offered in atonement.  This really looks
as if Gad, in his infinite wisdom and goodness, was in the
habit of visiling the earth in some visional form after hav-
ing pronounced it “good—yea, very good,” and receiving
gold from man, as if le did not own the wlole creation!
There might be a political as well as politic question pro-
pounded with regard to where ihis gold has, for ages, been
deposited ; perhaps, thougl, itis secarely safe in the hidden
coffers of His most pious Vicegerents !

The reason of Sunday morning being the time chosen
for marketing in most Mexican towns, struck me that it is
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a fashionable policy got up by the clergy, to make them-
selves sure of obtaining these petty market gains.  When,
if the time were set for any other day, the leaching and ab-
sorbing coffers of the church might not be so piocusly re-
speeted, nor so convenienily open to receive the golden
toils of fair Anahuac.

In Tepie, over the sirfaee of the TPlaza, bordering the
promenades, these country market-men have their several
productions spread on mats made of a specics of Tolé, near
which they sit, cither on a slonl or on mother earth, seem-
ingly indifferent as to their gilting posture, and staring at
the passers-by with a longing and solicitous look, as if to
wheedle and enchain them to the spot till they had despoiled
them of their purses for Zofy purposes. 1t is not uncommon
to see market-women also dispersed among the market-
men, to season the occasion with their harmonious drollery.

Beans, Chili pepper, onions, garlic, corn, Irish potatos,
sweet potalos, lettuce, pumpkins, squashes, turnips, toma-
tos, eggs, fowls of various kinds, yonng pigs, lambs, calves,
fresh beef and pork, and fruits of various kinds, such ag
limes, oranges, plaotains, bananag, and ‘several species of
the custard apple, and algo cliairs and carthen ware made
in the country, including some foreign merchandise, abound
in this market, and receive their respective spols, as I have
before mentioned in this leticr. The prices for most of
these articles range nearly on a parallel with the prices in
most parts of the United States for the same or similar
ones.

Among the several species of tropical fruits, T noticed
the custard apple, which is most delicious it is cone shaped,
twice the size of a goose egg, of a yellowish pulp, sweet
and fragrant, I was told, when traveling within the trop-
ical regions of Mexico, and on low altltudes, that any of
the species of enstard apple woulfl prove injurious to a for-



152 TRAVELS ON THE WESTERN SLOYE

eigner just having come into the country, causing him to
incur constipation, and then fever, common to such regions.
Adiog,
Sefior,
AGRICOLA.
CINGINNATUS,
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TLETTIR XXX,

Distance to Uollp from Tepie —Treatl—itich Sojl—Ladrenes—Ranclios y Hluciendas
—I'rodnetlons—Forest Trees il Vines.

Awmigo Mio :—Tre T have taken leave of this region,
carrying you in mind further from home, my pen will ac-
company you on & short jaunt in & south-easterly direction
towards Colima, from the city of Tepic, distant about sev-
enty leagoes.  The only manner of traveling through this
portion ol country, either on business or 10 explore i3 fer-
tife plains of small extent, its relling hills, ifs jJagged shapes
of lenglhenced ridges, and its mountainous peaks, and record
them upon the notes of time, is hy trail, where mules tread
in single and eareful file, and that too, lonely and danger-
ous. This trail is not much traveled; commerce through
this part having a few links to bind, and but litile to receive,
and stifl lessto impart.  In any other country, some atien-
tion would have been paid ere this fo have unbosomed such
a vast, rich and tropical region, now comparatively buried
in the decomposition of its own monldering vegetation.

With this natural view in mind ns lo this part, where
tropient growth abounda in fueh a Nigh siate of perfection,
it is & wonder that the feeundity of the earth is not furrow-
ed by the plow, and made to receive those generous seeds,
the productions of which are now most exclusively import-
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ed, and that, too, lor immediale home consumption ; 13 cot-
ton, for the manofucturc of clothing.

The serious apprehension of danger, with respect to
traveling through the Jalisco and Colima territories, pro-
ceeding fram the seattered bands of ladrones, so commmonly
infesting cvery district, with the hope of stealthy gains, the
loneliness of the trail; the rugged points and deep ravines,
all conspire to drift the travel a cireuitons route of near four
hundeed miles, by the way of Guadalajara, Zapotian, and
thence to Colitnn.  Mexicans take this long route, and
ndvise forcigners to do the same, seemingly not desirous
of having their conntry explored by mind, nor eapacity to
judge; or so supinecly and intolerably inclined fo inactivity,
that they really conclude otliers have no more lacomotion
than themselves.

Being anxious to travel farther into the interior, and
make u cirenit by the way of Guadnlajara and Man-
zanillo, I preferred the most traveled route, for the purpose
of gaining more general information, though not chesen so
much for salety ; for among the lower classes, consisting
mostly of Indians and their compounds, I consider that
there is little difference in any portion of the Republie, with
reference to their natural thicving propensities being man-
ifested or suppressed, as opportunify or policy might in-
dicate.

The inlervening tract of country, both directly and indi-
rectly between ‘Tepic and Colima, is divided into ranchos,
or haciendas, owned by the clergy and a few private indi-
viduals; though a small portion of this domain is yet pub-
lic, and invested in the Mexican government, subject to
grant.  Tho proprictors live in towns and cilics, not far
distant, aud farm out many small fertile tracts, in Uheir lnrge
possessians, for a low rent, tnken in produce wor in money.
ITere the tenants at will ave under the speeinl control of
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the proprietors, and are snbject to a removal swhen they
have taken their first sown or planted produce off. But
tenants for years are more indepradent, and plant and sow
what they please, and ave, in proportion to the nmount of
nbor expended, remarkably prospevous; and they, like
tenants for a term of years, not enly plant annual seeds and
growlhs, but they set out plants and trees, which take much
time for them to arrive ab maturity., A rcasonable thme,
and a rensonable recompense are, by the rules of the civil
law, sud customs of policy, guaraniced to such oceupants;
though seldom, I have heard of litigation arising from the
inattention of the proprictors to colleet their rental dues,
and though the tenants had been years in peaceable pos-
sessioi,

This information touching a region of conntry over which
fareigners have seldom or never trod, was obtained by con-
versing with an intelligent Mexican, who hadtraveleditover
many times, and who scemed to be well nequainted with
its general figure and produciions.  La vista general des
estee pais presents in an eminent depree the natural simili-
tudes which I have already alluded to; and the produc-
tions are on a small scale, consisting of such vegetables
and fruits as were previously mentioned in the market at
Teapie. o
The agriealural prowths are limited, and consist of
sugar and cotton ; the forests abonnd in valuable dye-wood,
and furnish fine finishing and cabinet lnmber for home nse
and exporiation, alomy the coast and in the interior, in
proximity to the sea ports of San Blas and Manzanillo.
This branch of indusiry is represented ng rewarding amply
{hose who immerge info the wikls of forest shades, and
bring their work lo light.  On the const between these iwo
ports, no stream of moment flows into the ocean, yet T was
told that there were some small inlets or coves where

e - e -

i
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smuggling is not unfrequently pursued.  Yet this part
abounds to a great extent with indigenous paln trees, out
of which the well known palm oil is manulactured ; which
subject I will more fully remark upon wlien I shall have
journied with you on my circuit to Manzanille, where these
trees flourish in great perfection and exuberance, extend-
ing over millions of acres, contiguous ta the const.

Sarsaparilla is another natural production fnctdental to
this region, in which these forests abound most plentifully;
and which, of [ale years, has heen of growing importance
to commerce, and noted in the medicinal voeabulary for ils
soothing and renmiedial propertics, even in cases of severe
pulmonarg complaints. This plant I shail allude to again
when at Colima.

Adios,
Serior,
Agricora.
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER XXXII.

Thought of {eaving Tepic for Guadalalura--Riek sarronnaling Country—The Aspect
and Mrocductionsneny Teplc=Disinuce—Departure at 1L a'clock at night, fn the
Stape - Previons Preeanlion—Setior Augslnrgh il Fanlty—Thlek Fog—Scen-
ery—Apricalince—Flest Stutlen, its Aspect—Sccond Statlon, its Feculincliles
and Buoiktings,

Asiran Mro :—Being still at Tepie, and having observed
much with reference to a region of country which may,
from itz uniqueness nml pictaresque seenery in rich and
beautiful vallies and mountain landscapes, strike you favor-
ably, (though 1 trist not whotly 80) and hold forth induce-
ments to fearless and hardy adventurers, I shall now
wave any furiher details of Ihis part of faic Anahuae, tilt
conclude these letters, when it will be my intention to briefly
recapitulale my ground; touching and investigating the
historie, civil and scientific ficld lying on tha western slope
of esta Cordillera.

Notwithstanding the novelty and information arising from

travel in this strange and often distracted country by intes-
tine commotions—the result of revolutionists and ladrones,
and that teo, in the richest and most cultivated portions—1I
must confesa that I have ofien felt an inward reluctance to
set out again renewing my explorations and encountering
anticipated dangers, especially after having enjoyed a fino
climate and the luxnrious comforts embraced in some of
the beautiful cities of western Mexico. Ilere the aroma,
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rich in nature’a erystal nrng, avising from mountain flowers,
plants and trees ; also from the ficlds of coffee trees, sugar
cang, plantains, bananas, colton amd maize, conspiving fo
make fragrant the scene, T inhaled with a gratoful sensa-
tion tn thanks fully and feelingly expressed to the Great
Cnuse, for these many peculiar and wscful bestowments
up{)“ LHH I

These incidents though smal, inclmde moch 5 and I men-
tion them to show the peculine adaptations of this region,
and bow grateful man should feel to be assigned this, his
happy and bountiful lot here below—eomparing it with the
frosts of Lapland or thu bleak winds of Greenland’s icy
ficlds. Ierc the fertile field is sown and harvested, or na-
Lure, in her prolific and seed-bearing Losom, plants the de-
sired spot, and maa lifts his eyes and placks the fruit; but
there natnre seems shrowded in the forbidding aspeet of her
own dreary solitndes ;—henee her vegetation is nnmatnred
for man, and her supplies are small at best, and her sons and
daughters have to seek n loathsome and preearions subsist-
ence.

My mind being made up to leave the city of Tepic for
that of Guadalnjara, near bwo hundred miles in the interfor,
I had learned that I could avail myself of traveling in
company with Sefior Augsburgh and family, the French
Consul for these citios, or rather the whole State of Jalisco,
who had hired the stage on this occasion for his own use,
but without filling all the seats, T embraced it readily, hav-
ing previously henard too much of the dangers of the way
to venture compatively with Mexicans alone, or without
company well prepared o meet incidental emergencies.
The necessary arrangements for this tedious journey liav-
ing been effected, and laking a final farewell of my friends
and acquaintances of veeent date, T took myself to rest till
the hour of eleven o’clock had nearly arvived. This is the
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Mexican et howr for Ieaving eitics by =stage, which we al-
most instinctively obeyed, yet with dismal fovcbodings as to
onr personal salely ; wending our devious way over the sto-
ny strects, which sceinesl (o jar the very construction of the
coach 3 the mules six in nunber being on a full bound.
Senor Augsburgh, T soon diseovered, possessed in a high
degree  those peenliar Germmmiv  characleristics, which,
rather slow in being moulled (o acguaintanceship, yet when
knowingly fapped were warm, cordialy congenial and in-
struetive.  Tle is o German mervehant of wealth and high
respeetabiiity, and has lived in the Republie of Mexico Lon
or more years, following commercial pursuils in both Lepic
and Guadalajara,  Not many years sinee, he became en-
graffed (o a Mexican lady of an intelligent aspect and cor-
dial heart, in the city of Tepie, where she loves to go oc-
casionally to see her relations and attend to her patrimony,
Thus Sefior Augshurgh resides alternately in either city,
though prompied iy mottves to perpetuale the healih of his
fionily, he prefors in terra templada surronnding the ity
of Guadalnjara to la trerra calienta & cercd, Tepic; hence
he resides mostly in the foriner, and at & country villa a
few miles outl of the city,

In departing from Tepic we were all cautions to be well
armed, baving in and on the coach one hundred rounds of
ball, in a species of artillery which wonld have been fear-
lessly aimed and discharged had there been any necessity
in an attempt to the application of them.

The early part of the night was of a bright starlight ;
and the city of Tepic with her dusky sentinels patroling
the streets, and every half hour exclaiming to the fuil
hieight of their rongh voices, © Bien es todas, la ciudad Dios
conscere,” as the occasion seemed {o require, foreibly re-
minded me that, thongh T inight be among the sleeping
tombs of the dead, yet there were n few wakeful passen-
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» gers who bad not gone on their dark or suany way, weep-
ing ov rejoicing,  Near midnight a thick fog had spread its
misty mantle over this fragrant region, shedding almost a
cool and gentle shower for a time, even penetralihg my se-
rapé, and falling from my eye-tashes and face in bountiful
and erystal-like dvops.  This ot first greatly bedimmed my
sight and the exteut of my visional observations ; though 1
discovered that it was nearly & kevely or & gently undula-
ting surface we wore passing over.  In fact the general
aspect of this region so far as my cye conld extend throngh
the dim mist, till our arrival at the first station, presented
of varied beauty, a scencry teeming with cots, trees, and a
subsiantial enclosure aleng the road for many a mile, en-
compassed with heavy and high stonc walls on cither side.

It was in the montly of April I passed, and near the xoad
in thig spacious ficld at either view, I snw bands of maules,
liordes; cattle, sheep, gouls andhogs herding ptbmtqcuoualy
Observing this enclosure, and thai nothing had been pla,nt-
ed in it, a3 the time for planting in the temperate zone had
just begun or was drawing to a close, especially in the
soutl of the United States, T was naturally Rd to en-
quire why this was not plowed for planting ¢ 1 was res-
ponded fo intelligently, that the Mexicans never foreed 2
bountiful supply, and scarcely made use of the regular
planting seasons as they approached. Morcover, I was in-
formed that the rainy season would set in during the latter
part of May or the first of June, and then after the crude
manner of Blexican agricultare, this vast enclosure would
perhaps be planted with cotton ; rice ; maize, the staff of'the
Mexicans ; ‘pumplins ; squashes; and a full variety of
Mexican plants and vegetables susceptible of maturing
within the season required for the aforesaig specific pro-
ductions, In most of the fertile portions of Analnac, on
the western slope of the Cordillera, the dry season contiu-
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ues too long for the hushandwmen to successfully grow many .
of the long-seasoned staples ; such as coffee, cotton, sugar-
eane, and riee, without having at their will the most ample
means of irvigation ; though, would the Mexican agricul-
turists and gentlemen of means adopt the system of Arte-
sian well baring s0 exteusively pwrsued by the Americans
in the State of California, particularly in the valley of San
José, they might live in a country abounding in perennial
verdure and bloon.

The drive to the fivst station, being la H'I,l.’.‘.lendd de Trigo-
mel, took buta short time, the distance being ten miles only
from the city, and the mules let go atthe height of theirspeed.
Having actived, I immediately descended from my seat
on the top of the coach, where in traveling througlh Mex-
ican States I have vsually chosen tp sit, in order to be on
thd alert for conling danger ; and having straightened my-
self for a moment, and taking a quick glance st the prem-
ises around the station, I discayered thnt there were only
a few Indian hute or cots in proximity with la casa de el
Supcrmtendente,———thc proprietor of the soil llvmg in the
city.

In a few moments we werve all ready porpaseando as it
takes the Mexican hostlers a short time only at the stations,
to regulate their relays, and be in readiness to meet the
anticipaiions of the most fastidious and go-nhead traveller.
The same aspect near the road and at a distance, with roll-
ing hills and mountain peaks, presented itseif to the trav-
eler’s thoughtful vision, as had in arriving at the first sta-
tion ; though of the two, this appeared most broken on -
approaching the second station, twentyzone rhlles from the
city, which is ealled I ITacienda de Labor. The fog had
now neatly lost itsclf in the constant absorption of earth’s
unslaking thirst ; and the nighi, having deen more than
half spent in a dreary and watery shroud, was then réesum-

¢



162 TRAVELS ON THOE WEATERN SLOPE

ing itz silvery gems to light up awhile, and delight us with
the reenery avowmwl, and which we were about to pass
through. Near this station [ saw a large and well condue-
ted Hacienda dwelling, which, ot la vista general, more
resembles some antigue castle with its cots and dilapidated
outbuildings, of which we have often read in deseriptions
of LBuropean fortresses in times of yore. than nny order of
archilectare ai’ & more modern date. It stood alone upon
a slight clevation, slmost colitary, and truly with nothing
compnnionn‘c about, oveupying an aren of two thowsand
four hundred teet, and bheing two stories high, and aiso orna-
mented with licavy columns, nrches, baleonies, balustrades,
large and heavy doors and iren gratings lor windows, and
luwving sowall (hvee feet thick with a terrnced roof and a
parapet near three feet high above ils surfaee,

Being wennied of wielding the pen for the present, aud
feeling a desire to open a new acconnt with you ; though
following the same descriptive tliread, and to relax from
care; I presume that thix motion you will not waive, sinee
it cmaunates {vom so generous yet thoughtful a friend.

Adios,
Seiior,

AgricoLa,

CincinnaTus.
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LETTER XXXIIL

Populntion of La Labar--Tndlan Character—Traveling Spred—Itacienda de San Loos
nel—Aspect—=5Soll =Preductions—Ei Rancho de Mirador—Ha I'npulation—~Ran-
cho de Oallieks -3eonery —Sprhngs — Rnnclie de Lagoallis, and {bat of Sen

Yaahel--Decupation, and Sleck —MOL.

ArtGo Mio—Again for your amusement and hypo-
thetical instruction, I resume my pen in Iransmitting such
portions of my travels in Mexico as I hope will interest you
most, In this view I will lead your thoughtful humor to
the conelading part of my Iast letler at the second station,
la Hacienda de la Labor.  'The population at esta hacienda
is about six hundred, consisting, for the most part, of labor-
ing Indians, who like the southern slaves obey the voice
of their master; and that too, in a far more humble form
of outward acts of servility. Though Mexico boasts of the
freedom of her sons and daughters, yet most of them serve
under a yoks of bondage, with & clear conception of its
character, and an evident conviction of ils consequences ;
I mean that of ignorance the most willful, and tyranny, its
natural sequence. If the Mexican servani desires any
information or other ohject of the propriclor or of n supe.
rior, or has to enter his house to see him on business, ha
puts his lat under his arm as if by nalural impulse, and
retains it there tll he has left the immediato presence of
his lord.  The relation in which these peones stand to those
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who give them employmenty I have already mentioned in
a preceding letter, as being helow that of a southern slave;
and withoid the obligations of a master’s enre and purse,
n rase of sickness aud the trembling infirmities of age.
"The proprictor of esta hacienda, with his funily, resides bere
most of the time, and he is engaged in the production of
maize, frijoles or Lieans, and sugar cane, with such vegein-
blea ns the market amd the Indians mny require for susfp-
nanee ; nnd algo, in the growth of stock. [ was alsa inlerm-
d that he had been wany times altacked by the stealthy
ﬁnnrh de banditos, who prowl aliont on the fertile plaine,
yet as aften he had foreed them to retreat from his strong-
Lold, repelling them by the gentle, still manly persuasion
of arms,

The rate of our {raveling, I shounld imagine, wonld
range shout six miles an lLioor, and un an average, we
must have received fresh relays every ten miles’ travel
the number of traveling hours bheing thirty, and on the road
thirty-six in adl, between Tepic and Guadalajara. Many
parts of thiz route we found rough, precipitous and stony,
which much relarded the speed of the mules, In ageograph-
ical line, the distance is not o fnr 5 the main road being ciren-
lar to avoid the passing through deep gulches and over
mountainous districls.

Having anlicipated the speed of our traveling, the dis-
tance of the.journey, and somewhat of the charncler of
the road, I will now accompany you, amigo mio, to my
resunting wore fully my departure nt the sccond station.
Every one and cverything being properly adjusted, we
sallied out on a bounding trotat two o'clock in the morning ;
the stars shiniog brightly, and the milky-way being in the
renith of its aplendor, serving ne notng the « pillnr of Jight ”
in days of yore, to the nomadic {ribes of Israelites, in the
full execution of anefent prediction ; but as o gentle hand-
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mnid with many pleaging charneteristics, 1o light us on our
way, and aid in making observations npon the beauties or
deformitiea of pature or of the surrounding and pessing
ohjects,  'Ere we had gone far in teacing the happy land-
seape of nature, and launched out into the full confempla-
tion of what we mny have heanl or were then seeing, our
vision. was again resctied from foo mueh intensity by our
passing e Hoelespdn Son Leonel, three miles from the for-
merv, Fste flacienda apeared 1o be surrounded with simi-
Inr building improvements, ped porsuits, and wish a pepu-
Intion of near nine hundreed, most of whom would fully
characterize the peones in habits or general appearance,
capecidly in the peenliarites of ignorance, stupidity and
dothfulnese.

Thiz region appears well watered, abounding in baild-
ing amd fencing stones and rocks, yob with a searee supply
of fovest trees far any purposes, except fuel,  The land i3
produetive, even during the dry season, when properly irri-
gated ;5 and in sbundance within the gulches rnd cafiadus
you would sce, as passing along, the yrllow harvest of the
planining and bananas, ready 1o be plucked nnd eaten!
The soil here, and in fact through most of this region of
eountry, is voleanie, presenting those ingredients so gen-
ernlly commingling with its nature, silex aluming, lime,
potash and iron ; and these, in some portions, were decom-
posed, having united with their particles vegetable mould,
and in others they were decomposing; trap rocks occurring
in large tabular marses, vising one above another, like rteps,
In other portions of the same region of country, you may
east your eye and behold it capt with the rock of ages,
granite, with its spparent compositions, quartz, feldspar rnd
micn ;3 while the goil in other parls possesses a substralum
of argillaceous deposit, with nn overlayer of caleareo-ar.
gilaceous and loamy contextare,—presenting upon its sur-
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face, an infinite Juxuriance of vegelation. This kind of
goil, it is my impression, in regions where tropical raing
prevail with so much violence, might be more lasting, as it
would not admit of too free a drainage, hut retain mostly
the rich decomposition of vegetable growth.

A variety of clevations now became more conspicuous ;
and lofiy peaks near at hand uxd in the distance changed
the scent, showing on their whitened or hrownish sides, the
grandeur of mugnificence ; while o camine de covhe winds
around the base of many a hoary sire, then down a guleh
furrowed out by the moenntain (orrents, and thencee along a
gloping plain, jagged in form, tll it streck n Deautiful
level; where bounding, we passed on our wayward course.
In the lapse of an hour from the last station, we had
arrived at of rancho del Mirador, twenty-seven miles from
the city of Tepic, surrounded by poor hnids to mark the
existence of human tenements.  The population is near
one hundred, consisting mostly of Indians; and the pur-
suits for a subsistenee are grazing on a smali seale, and the
cultivation de frijoles, afos, cebiglias miez y pimento de chile,
including fruits, melons, and the like. These ave the kinds
of productions which tend much to suppott the lower
classes in Mexico, and enter Iargely into that of the highor,
The next habitation we hailed is that of el raneho de Gal-
tndo, thirty miles from Tepic; here T noticed a sinilur pop-
nlation to what I have alveady described, consisting of one
hundred, and mostly Indians, with pursuits of a similar
charneter fo those abeve mentioncd.

The canntry had now become mare than undolating; it
was rather rough, and in many places mountain peaks were
presenting themselves near ef camino, lending romance to
us loucly sojourncrs, peeping one ahave another in quick
strecessioh, and seemingly floating along in ethereal mist.

We saw not las estadlecimiendos de el rancho, where we

i,
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were to receive relay mules, near the road, s we had
nseentded quite o hill s but neav a forest tree we beheld the
mules harnessed and ready for immediate service, with an
hostler on the alert to perform lis required duty.  After-
warls, i passing along, we saw the buildings in the guleh
below, which spread out into a rich bottom land, where tho
usual productions peculiar to a climate Gordering on the
temperate zone, as the result of altitude, were grown in per-
fection and almndance,  The reason that many rancho and
hactende buildings, are not silupted on the road, is that
springs of water cannot always be conveniently had for
Lionsehold and rancho purpases.

¢ Our relay of inules being all rendy for the sounding thong,
we soon taok leave of this lonely spot, which to me, having
come from the whirl of a Culifornia Jife, scemed so deso-
Jate ; and we passed on, meeting with a few ehanges, such
as seeing clumps of scrubby onks<, white, red, and binck, that
were fittedd for uo other design than that of fucl,

Nothing of moment met our eyes to whet np onr obser-
vations and make us dbronicle events, till enr arvival at ol
rancho del Ocotillo, forty-two miles from the city of Tepie.
- Esto rancho consists of & popalation of nearly two hundred
Indiang, who are engaged inits cultivation. Ieceivingour
relay of mnles we tinveled on, seemingly without the note
of time, passing el #ancho de Lagunilla in the distance of
three miles, with a population of mostly mixed breeds,
numbering twoe hundred 3 and in that of three miles fur-
ther, that of San Ysabel, forty-eight miles from Tepic.
‘The population here is varied and numbers about six hun-
dred ; although Shem’s apparent race is quite visible in
the geoeral conlour of their facial regions.  The chief
objceta of occupation and pur:uit are very gimilar with
those T have already mentioned.  Small tracts or patches
are here and theve cultivated on ench of these, in the usual
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Mexican mamner of tilling Jand, coupled with grazing.
The stock consists of caltle, horses, mules, sheep, goats and
hogs ; though I did not discover that any of these nbounded
superabundantly in any of this region of country.

Lstes ranchos ave remarkably well watered, the water
rising from the monntain solitudes and springs on the
gyphonic principle.  Feeling that the length of this let-
ter may weary you and encumber mysclf with too much
writing at one time, I will close this and renew my jour-
ney in another letter.

Adios,
Sefor,

AanicoLa.
CINCINNATUS,
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LETTER XXXIV.

Taclenda de Trtltan-- Aspect—Traducllnns- Rancho de Vrcto—DRreakfast thereat
anil 1ts IKInd—1ts aspect —[amid Leads—Mponers poul Costoms of the Tndlsna
generally -~3Mle ot Living - Amascients —-Chagels on Haclendas—Moral Infors
matlon gained narder the nflaemce of Rellgion —state Rellgion, impalltlc.

p .
Amigo Mi1o:—One soon hecomes really fatigued id

thus traveling half of the night or more; especially, como
no hay minguna fonda, where we could have obtained,
enrly in the morning, & cap of colfee or chocolale to grat-
ify our longing appetites.  All ready, we took leave of el
Reancho de Sun Ysabel, and in traveling six miles we
reached the large and beantiful Hacienda de Tetitan, which
is possessed of very good improvements and of a population
of twelve hundred, eleven-twelftlis of whom are Indians, ser«
vinginthecapacity of peones. This is surrounded with stock
of various kiuds, suficient for practical purposes. The
productions st this place ars the same ns those which I
have already mentioned as being grown at Ilaciendas.
However, T must not omit mentioning, that prioer to our
teaving San Yeabel we purchased some milk of a Sefiora,
whom we saw milking, on our arrival lo receive onr relay
of mules. Seilor Augsburgls having traveled the yoad sev-
eral times, and well understanding the requisites for per-
sonnl comfort on a long jaunt, had lald in a bountiful supply
of cooked provisions which he now shared with the other
passengers most liberally, and for this act of attention, I
*u

LLE LU TR
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here beg to acknowledge the most welcome receplion of
on my own part.

The hours of breakfasting when traveling in this coun-
try, cither in the stago or otherwise, is at ten o’clock. A.
M., and this morning, more than usnal for mysell; T felt a
keen appetite, having traveled gince cleven o'elock the
night before till the present, abeut nine o'clock.

The next place in sucecssion on 1y journal is el Rancho
de Vrelo, sixty milcs from Tepic, and where if T mistuke
not, we received our relay with a wost cordial good cheer ;
for inveceiving this, we also reecived el almuerzo de nosotros
de rancho. Our rancho breakfast was at ruther a mean
looking hut ; consisting of two front reoms ou the ground,
of adobe construction, of a thatched roof, and of not a few
bushes in front of 1a ensa, to serve in the grateful capacity
of a covered piazza.

Ilaving dismounted from onr scats, we soon saw our
hostess busily engaged in anatomical dissections of fowls,
beef, and other eatables, which she had heen, and was hav-
ing cooked It a most hurried manner. We hailed it ag a
luxury after a wearisore jaunt of sixty miles, lo halt even
at a hut, wash our dusty fuces, and comb our hair; though
without the convenience or rather refinement of a toilette
glass to peep into, in order to straighten our locks and deck
our brows in proportions just, like some blithsome sylphs.
This ¢ver, we cast our eyes about for a lounge to rest our
limbs for a few moments, and saw dry ox hides strewed
over the ground flowers under the bush piazza roof, and on
these there were soon sproad blankets where we severally
threw ourselves till the nnwented call for breakfast rang
coarsely through our ears. 'The time had now urrived for
this call, and to me at this hour of the day, it seemed an
unnatural one, yet almost instinctively I obeyed its dicta-
tion, and arising, not from my downy bed, I went to the
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brenkfast-board in quite a small room, so much so that we
could scarcely pass cach other to be seated.

‘This did not look superasbundantly supplied, nor ns if
the fields and gardens had been robhied of mueh of their
golden fruits ; still there was a sufliciency to eat and salisfy
our hunger, consisting of coffee with milk, chocolate, beef-
steak roasted on coals, cgps boiled, bread, tortiflas, frijolas;
y carnd con Chafi colornde ; and after-this, ng it 19 the cus-
tom of the country, we were presented with paper cigars,
called crigaritas, ol which 1 soon discavered that all persons
without regard to sex enjoyed the Iuxury, exeept the first
class of young Iadies; and this if they do, they indulge
Jo seeretly, as an exhilaraut custom.

Breakfast being over, and feeling myself much refreshed,
I took a stroll out to belold the liones de el rancho, but T
discerned thent not. T contented myself with ohserving iis
beantiful location in a fertile district of country, adapied to
grazing or agricaltural pursuits, with afine mountain stream
running throngh it, suflicient to fertilize the parched carth,
and muke ii most productive at any scason of the year.
The population is estimated at two bundred, and I shouvld
imagine that nincteen-twentieths of it were of Indian pro-
genitors, and these mostly serve as peonces. The produc-
tions are the same as ak otras ranchoes, though limited I as-
sure you, amigo, in comparison to what they might be made
by the hand of industry and well directed labor. The hills
and mountalns were dny and eecmed to afford, in the month
of April, a seanty supply of verdure to maintain animal
existence, except in Jow and humid lands. These abound
between mouniainous ridges and spurs towering into the
misty clouds ; and in the dry season they resemble oases
in the desert land of the Gureat Sabarn. There, ag at the
other localities where we passed, the spirit, the manners,
the customs, and knowledge of the country people or Indian
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peones, or paisanos de Indianoes, are very much the same;
which I will now allude fo, for the purpose of no other
object than to represent verified characteristics as they fell
iinder my observation, in passing through this and other
regions of Western Mexico.

But little of a commendable spirit did I cee in the gen-
eral improvements of the country fo render the habitations
of man the greatest destderaln, yet a personal spirit of re-
venge and hatred did I frequently witness this class ex-
tend to each other. In their habits they are extreruely
lazy, prope to misrepreseniations, filthy, hair long and
knotted, faces dirty, bare-feoted, and ofien bare-headed,
with a loase pair of pantaloons, shirt, and somretimes a
round-about, and with a blauket they are someiimes blest
as comprising a portion of a wardrobe. Treguently en
paseando los ranchas y kaciendas, L beheld them extended
on the ground, and many times under an imperfect shade,
very dissimilar to that Aumanity whicl I had been wont to
gee in other lands. 13y the extreme force of hunger, and
the remonstrance and persuasion of the proprictors of these
eatablishments, are these Indian peones urged and brought
into the performance of manual labor, to obtain a mere sus-
tainment.; though this requirement of nature they would
not obey, were there umple opportunities of stealing, rob-
bing and escape, blended together. T saw many of them
on horse-back, tilting about the plaing with ease and grace-
fulness in their motions ; keeping their bodies in a flexible
position with the gallop of their steeds.

The dresses of the females, like the clothes of the males,
are made of cheap calico of the most flashy print for the
skirts, with scarcely any notions of propriety or decency
about them. This fashion, if it deserves a comparison,
Jooked like that of the antique ages of the world, perhaps
shortly after the creation, when human beings discerned
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their nudity ; for in adapting them to their dusky framed
they gave their dresses ample measurement to admit the
cool air to freely circulate; and seldom, was I informed,
they wore any underclothes: perhaps a chemise without
any addition. Their dresses, though made with skirts and
sometimes sleeves, nre seldom raised to a comely position,
mearely lashed around their waists. Over their heads and
shoulders they usually wear los rehozos or long shawls,
mostly knit of cotton thread, dyed with varied hues. These
shawls or rebozos they extend gracefully over their heads,
supplying the custom of wearing bonnets, and {ully pro-
tecting their oval, brawny forms to the lower part of the
yaist.  This class of female peones, doing what they may
in the form of domestic employment, ever retain sus rebo-
zos, seldom using pius as in other countries, These In-
dians generally sleep on the ground floor of their huts,.
having dried ox hides heneaili, and in this manuer they
pass long nights enfolded in their blankets, rehearsing an-
cestral achievements, and the feats jn which they themsel-
ves have been engaged, till nalpre exhausted, closes their
eyes in the oblivion of night. Their dietis simple, consist-
ing of camé con Chili colorado, tortillos, sweet potatoes,
bread made of a plant called jatrophia, fruits common te
thie country, ajos, cebollas, withaut cofice or tea; however,
cold water is commonly substituted. The chief amusement
of this class consist in cock-fighting, bunll-fighting, running
horses on the plains, throwing the lasso when on a full gal-
lop with nnerring certainty, and fandaogos accompanied
and enlivened with violins and guitars, and also tamborines,
aud sometimes with jolly voeal music, and gencrally end-
ing iv a fight, with one or two deaths to pay a small fr¢dute
to pleasure. o
On most of las Haciendns there is & chapel where the
hacienda peones, with the country people on los ranchos
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near at hand attend chnreh of a Sunday morning, kneeling
and ejaculating a short prayer in imitation of the sainted
padré who has, perhaps, come from a distant city or some
humble village, to bless his flack in sowing good and right-
eous seeds, but with gadly aud pious care to reap his har-
vest ere the setting san hiad shut in his golden fleece. With
all the plous care and instruction; with all the external
forms of ceremony antl godly invecation; christtaned un-
der the holy bunners of the faith, andsurrounded by godly
fathers; taught to kneel before the altar and the Saints,
and repeat in chorus loud, sacred anthems, attuned by
the instrumental choir; adoring one set ol men as media-
tors between an offended God and offending inan, and pay-
ing these tributc to plead their cause and express their clo-
quence to the admiring erowd ; it would, niost assuredly,
beggar truth to give the red men of the forest a higher po-
gition, eithar mentally, physically, morally, poiitically, av-
tistically, or scientitically, than theie ancestors possessed
at the time of the conquest of Mexico, under the iron sway
of Montezuma.

Henee the amount of morval, arlistic and scicutifie infor-
mation of which one would observe these Indians lo be in
possession, has been far excelled by a long line of ance -
tral births, if we can credit astute pages of history, whi-h,
in bold relief, reflect the manners, habits, customs, aris and
sciences of the ancient and sagacions Aztecs.

In these remarks I do not intend to advocatie -t that
religion ¢n a Slate is necessary to its moral prese vation
and advancement ; though this religion should adv..cate as
little for seff as possible, that it may inculeate mo: al duties
efficaciously ; but that of @ Slate the past histery of the
world forbids ; as all the elements, whether goo.l or had in
such a State, are concentrated in a few, and beeome locked
up under a preconcerted seal, the stamp of which would
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peralyze the soul of any commonwealth.  Nor should the
whole of a religious school or scet be condemned because
of the tendency of its bad principles or advocates, exeept
go far as they may impose themselves upon the political
affuirs of a State ; nor shiould we question but that under
all forms of rcligion there must be some good und truly
pious souls; though perhaps, all mankind niay bear watch-
ing to keep them good. ‘

Feeling that 1 have partially discharged the object I had
in the design of thisfetter, T will waive any further details
which might be embraced in its peculiar characteristics,
and submit it to your personal and indulgent care, resuming
in my next, the even tenor of my woy.

Adios,
Sefior,
AgricoLa.
CinoiNNATUS.

i e e
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LETTER XXXV,

EiIRmnche de Veelo—Scenery=Trecs—Voleaple Remains—Rancho e Marguesado—
Features of the Conntry —Solar Tleat—Rineral Agpect—Ta Villa de Ahwacilan
Population—Scenery—ueblo de Ceatan—Aspeet—La Ville de Ystlan—opila
tlon-—~Country —=l'rodnchions—Tions Sinner—3iolstened Spots—Rancho de San
José da Geacia -Mixed Breeds-- Inducements--lan de Barvnnoas—Trescriptlon
thereof—Wild Beenery—Troducilons—Dnvellings—Terminus of the Tepie Stage
Road—[lotal.

Adrreo Mro :—At eleven o'clock, A. M., we departed
from el Rancho de Vreto, fecling ourselves guite comforin-
ble and awake for new and coming seenes. The country we
were passing through, and had been, appearcd much broken
on the road, and in the distauce, presenting numerous spurs,
continuous from the sloping Cordilleras.

Searcely any forests, shrubs, or bushes, arose on our
vision to blend their verdure with life, or contrast it with
decomposing scoria which line the mountain slopes in trapic
forms.  Volcanic remains still continued to bound the angle
of vision, and their crumbling fragments serve for man to
wend his way o’er plains, o’er slopes and peaks,~—works of
s mysterious convuision,

‘The next place of fote worthy of mention in the line of
my travel is el Rancho de Mavquesado, sixty-six miles from
Tepic, with o mixed population of three hundred, mostly
Indian peones, who serve in the capacity of tillers of the
goil, drawers of water, and hewers of wood, and also, of
herdsmen.
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‘The sun becune mmuch hotter as his golden rays beamed on
our doomed heads almost vertically, and reflected his heat
from the parched objects which we were passing, instead of
absorbing it as they would bhave done had they been ver-
dant.  The geographical constitution -and features of the
coundry appeared as usual; and I should be under the im-
pression in comparing this region with the numerous ranges
of the Cordilleras in California, particularly in the extreme
northern and souiheru, as well as middle wmines, that on-
known mineral wealth must exist here in boundless profu-
sion, and that it only wants a firmer hand, astronger muscle,
and a wiser policy, to here awaken and astound men in the
discoveries of many a new El Doraio.

Continuing our journey through similar regions, at one
o’clock, P. M., we hailed la Villa de Alnacatlan, seventy-
two miles from Tepie, situated in a beautiful, undulating,
yet fertile district, and laid out with some notions respect-
ing the convenience and adaptation of a small fown. The
population is near filteen lnuudred, and well mixed with ouyr
ancestors, father Nonl’s proscribed races, presenting even
nicer divisions of shade y and herve for the first time on this
road, I noticed wnu fonde regulada, une iglesia, and several
stores, ¢ las fendas ; tembien una pleza, shaded with beau-.
tiful rows ol orange trees in bloom ; and whete the moun--
tain streams have fed, for many a setting sun, the artistic
fountain, to which all come and fske of the limpid water to
slake their tl:irst, or to boil their potage ; thongh I presume
not such as Jacob sold unio Esau for his birth-right. Who
knows but that by this act and at this tiie, arose in man
the assumed riglt, the nceursed precedent, tolerating primo-
genituve 7 So far as I noticed the construction of the
buildings, those especially embracing the plaza,—they ap-
peared to he one story high, aul made of adobes or soft
burnt bricks, and plastered inside and outside, having flat
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roofs with small parapets, and court-yards in the cenier;
some of which are ornamented with freeg, tropical in their
natare and frait—hearing ; and also, vills aud foautaios,
T should be indueed 1o think from ny own personal oli<er;
vations that, out of the population of this village, fourtecn-
fifteenths of the citizens were Indians or of mixed blood.
Departing from I Villa de Alnmeallan, we passed on
pver the same nuique and pietaresque region, though un-
cultivated, as before, tll our aevival at el Paceblo de Ceaton,
sevenly-six miles from Tepic,  IMere we received arelay
of mules, and soon passed ony thongh T had, dorving a mo-
mentary suspension of our travel, embraced an opportunity
{o learn the extent of the populaiion, which amennted to
five hundred souls, formed hy singnlar combinations and
charneteristica of consanguinity.  Ilere also, I beheld a
beantiful crystal strenm rinniyr through «f Peeblo, supply-
ing the people with su nhmelanee of water for irrigaticn.
Parsning our journey with slight changes of secnery, our
vonch soon reached Ia Villa de Ystlan, cighty-one miles from
Tepie: havine a population of {wao thonzued four handred,
and fully cleven-twellths of whom L shoull set down ns
mixed races and Indians,  This town was coneeived in
times predominating with regular notions 3 the streets cross-
ing each other mostly at right angles, though narrow, but
paved with cobble stones, ind also, thae side walks, a3 itis the
usunl practice in Mexiean towns,  La plaza Tsaw near the
center of the village, orpamented with runuing rills, a foun-
tain, and firnil-bearing shade trees. Many of the houses,
4 los casas aboul the square, presented a neat aspect to one
passing through ; being constractad in the usual Blexican
giyle, and white-washed on botle sides. Ou cither sifde of
Ia plaza, T saw a few stores, shops, and dos Fondas pudli-
cas, all of which betokened a considerable commerece, 1
was informed that there were here several publie schools,
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conducled, thotgh on the principles of rll public instruc-
tion in the country where the youth are taught more to
imilnte than penetrale, more to move the hand gracefully
from head to heart, and fram arm to arm, than the head into
the trathful studies of avts and sciencez.  As yet, I heheld
much the sameness with referenc (o (he industrial produe-
tions of the eonutry, and the same hroken aspecta flitted
hefore my view, adding now anit then, notwithstauding,
novelty fo what I had seen. In this Villa there is wna
fglesiar, where ally whether pure or spolted, go to confess
their many sinfo! (houghls and maranding actions once a
week, o month, or year at lurthest in sct time, and enlea-
var ever alterwards 1o live a pious and holy life.  And
while i cluieelr on hended kneez, with one hand on the
breast and the other extended toward heaven—ivith eyes
half elosed in divine imitation, and under divine inspiration,
resting on the holy Fther el a man of fashion in the same
attitude of warship, though with fas delicate white hand-
kerchief hialf suspewled {rom his pockel; a pions ginner
most dexteriously rids this goodly man of his superfluous
appendage,

ITaving surveyed this city to the extent of our ability,
and expressing a temporary regeet that such fair spots
were so little eaved for by man, we continned our traveling
over broken ridges, spurs of the las Cordillerag, over plains,
and acrozs braoks, and through clumnps of scrubby forest
trees, passing here and there moistened spots, which, in
this present conjuncture of the seasons, singled (hemselves
out to our vision, with peculiar attraction,  Ilere animals
and birds come (o slake their feverish thirst, reinrning
natural thanks to an all bhountiful Provider, by a kind ex-
pression in the position of their heads and eyes, untike the
Indians at the altar, witbout stealing a hair or a feather,
and afterwards nip the tender blades which are constantly
shioen of their coming growth.
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Arriving near el Rancho do Sun José de Gracw, we
had but a few moments to make observations, yet these
werd indulged in to the best advantage, as they were ex-
tended (o us by our kind coachman,  The buildings we saw
in » few moments were of a wiserable construction, being
no more than Indian huts made of most flimsy contextures,
with a slight exceplion in the dwelling of the proprietor.
The population of this rancho approximates eight hundred,
who are mostly mixed breeds and Indians, and perform the
labors required for the occupancy of their tenements.

Kste rancho is Jaid down on my journal us being eighty-
seven miles from Tepic. It is an old adage that *time
waits for no man,” and we found this invariably the case in
Mexican stage traveling ; for the coachmen scemed ever
to be as desirous of passing rapidly through, as expressmen
in the State of Californiz when on missions of the greatest
magnitude. Thercfore wo were worcen - x*end onr vis-
ional search over cnis fair Jand most hurriedly, taking 1 at
a glance th . whole compass of the scenery; hill and dale,
moun< and mountain, rising and departing with a peeuliay
iv.pression on the mind. Not having passed en far, we
hailed another rancho called el Lancke del Ocote, ninety
miles from Tepic; from the note on my journal, there is a
heterogencous population of near one hundred human
beings, the mixed and Indian races prevailing.  The culti-
vation, the productions, the tone—public or private——of the
community, the constitutional {eatures of the soil, of the
streams and mountains, contbine but slight shades of dif-
ference iu passing through this portion of the country, offer-
ing to strangers at present few inducements to settle, except
in Los Tueblos or the Inrge commerecial cities.  While
sojourning in this country, I discovered on close observation,
and conversing with men of intelligence, that the grent and
paramount causes of settletvents not having been generally
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made throughout the country and kept up in & prosperous
condition, are reduced to two-fold ; first, large grants which
divide a large tract of country among & few, and often these
grantees are destitute of every principle and virtue, intel-
ligence and responsibility, constifuting men; and secondly,
the want of will and concentration in the general godern-
ment to suppress the devastating erime of robbing los ran-
chos y las haciendas, and to encourage the husbandmen,
the mechanics and the metchants, in their several and
varied pursuits; promoting and giving place at thie same time
to the combiued effcct of the arts and sciences, For if the
husbandmen should plant the fertile fields off from the pro-
tection of settlements, yielding them air abundance, and
gather in their promised harvests ;—the very hext day
thiey might be robbed of their hard earpings ere they had
tasted a morsel of thuir new Jeaven brend.

'The next object we noticed in the line of our traval, and
on this old thoroughfare, counstructed by the Spaniards
many years since, was the fYen de Barrancas, ninety-six
miles from Tepie, of liard traveling over eraggy, jagged
and mountainous elopes. fd plon de Barroncas signifies
the first surface or the edge of deep breaks or gulehes fur-
rowed out by mountain floods. The perpendicular depth
of las Barrancas 1 should set down ad gear two thousand
feet, being two miles down by the winding of the road,
vhich in many places appeared to be on an angle of forty-
five degrees with the horizon for a very short distance } and
the greater part of it would seem from close observation
on an angle of thirty degrees, winding much at that. As’
1 before remarked, it was constructed when Old Spaiun bore
her iron rod over this fertilo region of Anahnag. It is
paved from the top to the bottom, with a for exceptinng, -
by round cobble stones, and en the side of this road lead-
ing off to the précipitous abyss below, there is & substan-
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tial wall of stones laid in mortar and about three feet high,
which serves ns an apparent barrier against threatening
danger in making a carcless or hurried descent.  In many
places it was necessary to blast the granite rocks and touch
the projective points of basalt and trap, in order to clear
the passage for the road, in which case it required no cob-
ble stones for paving. As I have already observed, this
road wound much, even to be at all practicable for staging
or wagoning ; notwithstanding, our experienced coacliman
let the mules, ten in number, go at a lively rate most of the
way down las darrancas, which to me scomed to demand
much dexterity in handling the reins and turning sharp
angles made by excavations for the road. Voleauic
rocks, scrubby oaks, and various stinted growths, altern-
ately presented their shaggy aspects to moy sight, while
descending, either in front, to the right or the left. This
chasm had tlic apnearance of extending up and down on
~either side of the road, aud that toe lo some dislance ;
though mennderingly.

In the formation of tle granite and basalt en lus barran-
cas, I noticed layers of shale frequently intervening, which
impressed in my mind an uniqueness as to their physiog-
nomy, so far as I could judge from passing through and
casting a momentary glance upon the objects before, and
on either side. The battom of las darrancus is near three
miles wide by the way of the road, and is considerably
~eultivated in tropical fruits and productions, commonly

grown in this part; such as the banana, plantain, pinc
apple, the different species of custard apple, oranges, limes,
citrons, sugar cane, coffce trees and cocoanut Lrees, the lat-
ter of which are much grown in Mexico, especially along
the sea coast, and of whicli as well as several other produe-
tions, it wiil suit my convenicnce and taste to mention mare
at large when I shall have arrived at Colima in the nar-
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rafive of my travels aud obscrvations through much of
the western slope of the Moexican Cordillera,

There is a small stream running through this alluvial
hottom, serving the peones or laborers the purpose of irriga-
gation and other required objects asually embraced nira
small settlement. ‘I'he water is elear, cool, and I should
think healthful ; notwithstanding the rank growth of vege-
tation on the marzin of this brook. It was dark, or star-
tight when we arrived at the base of the gulch on the oppo-
site side 3 having passed the small settlement known as el
plan de Darrancas, sobre el caniino de Tepic. The popu-
lation here appronches four hundred, and is much mixed ;
though the Aztee features prevail.  Here T saw few of the
- domestic animals adapted to the common wants of man,
except hogs and goats ; fruits and sweet potatoes furnishing
the staff’ of life; aud a Httle tratlic in banaunas and other
fraiis packed an burros, siniply lornishing estos peones with
colored cotion domestics and calico, and blankets for cloth-
ing and bedding. Ilere also, I saw a fow adobe houses,
and also soft burnt bricks and granite used for building
materials, which I confess in this strange abyss, though not
that of Plato, indicated a domestic neatness far from being
expeeted. The huts and the better dwellings appeared, in
passing, but one story high ; and the latter white-washed
on both sides. The cocoa palm, the banaua and orange
were the chief ornaments which surrounded many of these
habitations,

Here, even here, two thousand feet in the bowels of the
earth, I saw a place of Divine service, a church erected
whereat to mould the colared man, the red man of the forests
for whom christian people, and most christian governments
have entertained so much sympathy, and have even
- expressed il to the end of occapancy and partitions of the
hunting and fishing man’s grounds and ponds, and rivers,
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among a new race. Where would not these sainted fath-
ers, these holy men, go to propagate their trinitarian ereeds
and Jesuitical dogmas? To another planet, were the elec-
tric wire once straightened en the way!

On the opposite side de estas barrancas, there are two
huts belonging to the stage company, where they keep their
relays. At this point the road from Tepic terminates,
and the same stage in which we rode till our arrival, will
return the next day, leaving this station at one o’clock
A M.

The ascent on the casterly slope is quite steep and rug-

! ged, being remarkably difficult for mules to ascend with

men, or even any persons mountedon them. It is a wind-
ing trail, paved most of the way with cobble stoncs, which
prevent the tropical rains from washing, so as to make it
impassable. It took a full hour to make the summit, after
dark, and the family of Sefior Augshurg becane rather
wearied, especially the smaller members of it.

La Fonda de Frances on the summit, is a hotel kept by
a Frenchman ; having been in the country some time, he
has located here to serve himself better, though the out-
ward object to serve the public when arviving either from
Tepic or Guadalajara ; this being half way, or the half
way house.

Feeling that you may desire a relaxation from the peru-
sal of these letters a3 I do from writing for a few hours, 1
will consider a good night's repose and untrammeled
thought of infinite advantage to us both ; beginning with
the morning anew my journey and my toil.

Adios,
Sciior,

AGRICOLA.

CINCINNATUS.



OF TOE MEXICAN CORDILLZRA. 185

LETTER XXXVIL

Furlher Dr_‘scrlpllnn—l)lmmr-S1no.p—Ilr-pnrIurr-—«Scnnc.r_v--T-‘.x:rhﬁngc of Coach-
man-Tlacienda de Mochililtie—Country Aspect—IMacienda de San Tomns—
Danger ofan Attack by Ladrones—=IIscicndade Quemada—1toputailon-La YVilla
de Magilalena—Population—Testdences - laza—~TLake Magdalena—Sunrige—
Tursuitz—Schools—Scenery af Mouwniain Landscape—Tequila—Lts Population—
Cpanish Folicy - La 1'lgza—Tireakfast—%tvoll=Tlexlcan anlingls townrda Amor-
ieang—lieauty of this Town-- Schooly—Churclhes—Stores—Maguay, or, Agave
Amerieann.

Antco Mo —ZEsia Jonda, or this hotel, is situated
rather on a plain, compared with much of the country
we had recently passed througl.  All of us being much
fattgued on our srvival at cight o'clock P. M. and after
washing our liands and faces thorouglly, several of us
being so much wearied, betook curselves to a low couch for
a few moments ;—awaiting the welcome sound of the din-
ner and supper bell.

It came as one euphonious sound, resounding through
the hall and thick walls, and elicited even now a momentary
smile ; though we all felt too ill-humored and exhausted for
want of rest, to he really agrecable to oursclves. The table
was not suamptuously snpplied, nor with such as might have
been purchased for ils use at &l plan de Borrancas ; yet
there was enough to satisfy hunger, and as much as we
condd. reasonably expect o I'rench hotel on the weslern
glope of the Cordillera to be supplied or burthened with. .

In the order of our repast, first came Iz supa, which was

71
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guite warm and palatable, but just so mek, no mas ¢ then
came on, pellamell, reasted beef] salad, bread, eggs, lortillas,
frijoles, y carnd del buey con chile colorado, claret and col-
fee; notwithstanding these many dishes, there seemed fo
be wanting that ample fullncss {o complete a good dinner,
which 13 so easily obtained at any guod hotel throughout
the valley of the Mississippi.

It is not so much in want of materials raised in the coun-
try to be cooked, asit is a knowledge aud disposition fu (his
class of hotels to present every dish neatly, and inan invi-
ting and cordial manncr.  And in this view, how few there
are, who, keeping public entertainments on lighways, or in
towns or eities, endeavor to thoroughly study their avoca-
tions i all their peculiar departments, mecting in o reason-
able maumer the exigencics of the eecltng will.  And
consequently, their many bankrupletes and entive failures
must naturally ensue, involving themselves and athers in
comparative poverty and misery, from the want ol sheer
ttention. '

Dinner being over at nine o’cleck, P M., we severally
repaired o our hed-chanbers where we had hoped to rest
a few hours ; nnd it was a {ew hours, {or one o’clock in the
morning we had understoed to be the appointed hour of
departing on to Guadalajara. I must not omit to confess
that, on this occasion, though on a bard Led for the primi-
tive and golden days of California, in the record of Amer-
ican listory, slcep—nut downy sleep-—-came and went
quickly ; as the transit of three and a-lall hours had not
seenied Lo have begun, wien & loud call awakened us from
our midnight slumbers o be vp and ready.

Iaving arisen and washed ourselves, not deigning to
use the toilette stand, bul to comb our lengthened Jocks;
we all repaired to the during saloon to take & luncheon and
a cup of coftee, or chocolale, before departing.  Qur party
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consisted of Sefior Augsburgh himself, wife, three children,
two male and two female servants, with a Mexican geil-
tlemav and myself.  Trom the appearance about this hotel,
and what we conld see on departing, T should infer that
Jittle atiention 1s paid to any thing else than hotel callings ;
though in a comparative paradise for the cultivation of va-
rious productions, indigenous fo this favored country. La
FFonda looked rather eapacious, and possessed of several
apartments, not arranged so much for the convenience of
the iraveler, as that of the landlord ; it is one story high,
and has a porfice about fiftecen feet wide on either side
with arclies and archivolls, and also entablatures, as usnal
for the better class of dwellings in Western Mexico. It is
constructed of soft-burnt bricks ; and after having been
plastered on both sides by a species of hydranlic eement,
it is white-washed, whichk gives this travelers’ mansion a
suict neathess,—yet wot & “anansion in the skies” Having
made all the observutions consistent with so short a delay,
and Leing alf veady for depariurc—our tronks having bcen
secured on the stage boot behind the box, in the nsaal
Mexiean style, ag security against ladrones—we set out at
the hour designited, at full speed, yet the road being fulf
of gnlehes and spiral ridges coming down from the sum-
mit range of las Cordilleras, the coachman had to slacken
or increase the speed of the mules, according to the charac-
ter of the region of country we were passing ovet.
As 1 observed, we had exchanged our coachman, or ¢l
“cochero de nosofros, and pot another who appeared to well
understand his business, and the dangers of the road. So
far ag Mexican conchmen have, on the public reads, come
under my notice while traveling in this Republic, my con-
viction would lewl me lo judge them highly meritorious,
and as being remarkably attentive to the full performance
of their several duties. Passing on leisurely over cleva-
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tions of rather small magnitude, we soon came to la Haci-
enda de Mochitillte, one hundred and six miles from Tepic,
commanding x beautiful nspect, which I found weil watered
and ndapted to a bountilul supply of the necessaries of man.
1t possesses a population of near seven hundred souls, nime-
teen-twentioths of whom at least, flow from the mixed
breeds, and perform the lubors required at esta Hacienda.
With n new relay of mules six in number, aud a panse of
a few momenis, we continued our course carefully, meas-
uring our pace and being on the lookout for a band of /a-
drones infesting this region of conutry, and expecting from
them an attack at any moment. We quickly escaped from
these anticipated 1iangers, reaching la IHacienda de San
"Thomas, one hundred and fourteen miles from Lepic. The
population at this place nunbered about two hundred, and
that consisted mostly of Indiaus, who seemed to live in poor
miserable s, and barely produced fruils and vegetables
enough lo yield themselves a livelilwod.

Ilaving adjusted a new relay, for relays are necessarily
frequent through gulehes aixd over mountains, we went on,
sleepy and fatigned, passing checkered scenery, deep ra-
vines and mountain peaks, yet not daring to sleep for fear
of an immediate attack. Iiven when no attack should be
designed, cne’s suspicion becomes so much excited from
hearing the many flying reports, 6 noticias muchas volantas,
that he feels his own personal salety devolve on hLig alert-
ness and will in self-defence.  Continuing our star-light
traveling, as I Lave just observed, our minds were but little
diverted from the road in extending the acuteness of onr
vision ; for ohjects many times appeared rather too indis-
tinet, to conceive in the bound of reasonsble thought, just
and correct riotions of their formation.

Not having traveled far, our attention was arrested by
arriving at la Hacienda de Quemada, distant one hundred
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and six miles from Tepic. The population hiere ig incon-
siderable, amounting to one hundred, and at least nine-tenths
of these are Indians ; though I must confess that I did not
notice mucl their phrenclogical developments, nor the
texture «of thoir skins; but I soon became fully convineced
from the scintillation of the silvery gems nbove, that they
had not fully erasod, by washing themselves, their dusky
hues, which cast a glossy reflection as the posttion of their
bodies was twrned to Hgh.

Having breathed a moment and cast our eyes to Ieaven
for a little more lisht (not *canister” ag in the Dattle of
Vista Buena) we sallied on, seemingly indifferent as to the
surrounding dangers.  Near seven o’clock in the morhing,
we had arrived at Ia Villa de Magdalena, one hundred and
twenty miles from Tepie, with a population of twenty-five
hundred soufs.  'I'he complexion of the Mexicans at this
town appeared as usunl, and I should set dowh fully cleven-
twellths as possessed of wdusky or brownish mixtave, Iista
villa is sitnated on a beaufilul plain surrounded by lolty
sunmits, eleaving the floating clouds. It is regularly Iaid
out, and near the eenter there is an area of five acres, ap-
propriated como Dllaza Publica, surrounded by public and
private buildings ; consisting of a church bnilt in modern
(GGothic style, a school-house, and an institution of learning
for both sexes, a Hall of Audience, Plaza de Armas, and
also of stores, and una Fonda, con casas privadas. Private
residences and the public square, I noticed to be ornamen-
ted with running rills, fountaing, and moreover with tropical
fruit-hearing trees, commingling their rich fragranee, to be -
wafted by the mounlain breeze, like the far-famed aroma
on the descrt shore of Arabia, which makes the Arab
sigh, and impaticnt for his home-—the balmy land of -his
fathers.

The same order of architecture, and the ¢game manner of
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irrigating the town, andof paving the streets and side-walks,
“are observed in esta villa, as Ihave leretofore mentioned
with reference to pueblos and villas of a similar magnitude.
Within a short distance from this fown in a north-east
direction, there is a Iake of the same name, el lage de Mag-
dalena. It is the first lake bearing with it this signification
in appearance, which I have noticed in the course of my
reeent travels on the Western Slope ; and though compar-
atively small and unadapted to the furtherance of inland
commerce, yet nearly on a level with much of the surface
of the surrounding country adjacent to this villa, and en-
compassed at no great distance, by eluvations of different
magnitndes, with sloping declivities peculiar to voleanic
convulsions ; I could not but admire this pleasing contrast
with my past obsorvations, as the rising sun reflected his
golden rays over this lake of crystal water. This was on
an April morning, and the sm enlivened all surrounding
objeets; the aromatic breeze arvse from the mountain
peaks, aud coming down, and accompanying us whither-
soever we might go; we felt cheered, noi so much by
the sallies of youth, as Ly the bappy spot which we were
then humoring ourselves to nofe.

The pursuits, in this villa, nre various, combining that of
tentiendo fondas, with commercial, agricultnral, liorticultural
and grazing. These are somewhat advanced, though on
a small scale, and the productions are much the same as
those heretofore mentioned, growing in this most prolific
and congenial ¢limate.

With reference to the schools, T understood that the same
gystem of tnition prevailed here, as in other places having
come under my notice ; the youth being taught more the
notions of motion and graceful evolution, characteristic of
the faith, than those of the arts and sciences, which radinte
their benign influence upon the body politie, singling them-
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selves out as guides of domestic and publie happiness and
progperity, promoters of the public peace, and bulwurks in
securing and maintaining the safety of the State.

Having remained ab this villa no Jonger than to take a
peep at ifs site, and its geucral charactevisties, and to be
sapplied with a new relay of moles, we were soon ready to
procecd. It had now beeome quite warm, as the sun was
[ast approaching his meridian height, though forward we
rolled o over the stony pavements, thundering like distant
artillery, and soon by rapid pace, we skirted the south side
of the lake, riding along with a heauntiful plain in front, on
the right and behind ns 3 yeb at a distance, our admiration
wasmueh more exciied in beholding the picturesque scenery
of mountain landscapes, in all the varied forms of conie or
iransverse contours, which voleanic heat ean mould.

In the distance of eighteen miles, no characteristic differ-
ence in the generad constitutional fealures of the conntry
conld he noticed, althomeh T do not desive Lo be understood
that it is a complete monotony, nor that the lake, nor this
partienlar valley acecompanied us; baf that, changes, pecu-
liar to a naturally econvalsed country, were.constantly
arising to onr view,

Edlecting one relay in this infervening space, at ten
o'clock, A. M., we wrived at Ia Villa de Tequila, one
hundred and. thivfy-cight miles from Tepic; being a city
of considerable size, as the population is estimated to be
over five thousand, cilizens of various shades included, So
far as I conld conceive in my mind the eharacteristics of
this villa, it occurred to me that the streets crossed cach
other at right angles, and (hat the streets and side-walks
were vemarkably narrow, as eommon in Spanish and
Mexican comiiries, which policy, heing too manifest to be
contested, rather indicates, notwithstanding Spain had, in
the days of her brighlest prosperity, scarcely any selling
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sun, that she possessed then, as now, a constitutional jeal-
ousuess and snspicion, natural principles of her government;
those of pelicy and of domestic regulations, too niggardly, too
parsimonicus tp be long prospered.  Instauces with veler-
ence to these points rise in endless succession, as one
explores the boundless scope of her snes almost unlimited
posscssions,

Tl Tands where lier new and proud cities were erected
had not beett the happy reeipicouts of the contending parlics
in the enncessions of mutual vighis ; ene receiving land, and
the other party, an cqmvalent; bul {he one came fo an
unknown land, with swerd and cross in hand, guardian
angels, emblems of mercy, love aud peace, demanding an
wneonditionnl surrender of all their natural vights, and (he
ercetion of thelr erosg, the suered symbaol of thelr faith; over
the most holy and ancestind rites’ whicli hoand these poor
Indians to their God ! From thiz eensideration of Spain,
one would naturally come to the couclusion that she might
bave granled a sufliciency of Jand o hev ricing citics, (o
have admibted of spacious streets, invaluable acquirenients
to (he premetion of health within the tropies.

I Plaza, or the poblic square, is Iaid ont neatly, and
ornamented with come degree of taste aud convenience,
having respeet to the inercase of plessure in sscial prome-
enading. It 15 waterod by the turning of a amall streom
thiough the eity, which T vow remember ran mozt beauti-
fully in the pilazza over a pebily hottom of varicus hues,
near la fonde de Toguile, where we had pat up for
breakast,

Onr breakfust this morniug, as wsual in tvaveling or
otherwise, came on at ten o'clock, and consistec ol nearly
the same varieties as onr dinners had (he preceding night
nt ¢l Plan de Barraneas, with the addition of good chincolate
and mill, and of an abandanee of all the othet substantiad
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nourishments grown in this eouniry, all heing well cooked
and most cordially served.  ‘U'his over, I walleed about esta
easa a few moments, and noticed that mine host and. hostess
were Mexicans, almost white, good natured and courteous
to travelers.

There may be au implacable hatred harbored in the
- bosoms of the Mexican people towards Americans, and this
may rise and fall like the pendulum o a elock or the ebb
of the sca; there may be the ranklings of tha war, prob-
ing their learts and eankering their reasons ; there may be
corrupt and oul-lawed Americans treading their generous
and forbearing soil ; and there may be foreign and intesline
enewmies to the Americans, moving their dormant spirits 1o
action against the appavent policy of the United States;
potwithatanding these cireumstances and considerations, so
natural to a mercurial people, it would have been extremely
diflienlt for me, in most cases, Lo have discovered any ten-
able grounds, wherehy I might- personally utter uny com-
plaint. against [hese people, either nationally or privately,
as infringing uwpon the conceded rights gnaranteed by the
beeaty stipulafions exizting between {he two Repmblics.

Ilaving rested myself on a lounge awhile, I walked ont
inlo the Plaze publica, where T saw a marmuring rill, and
a erystal fountain, jetting up its silver drops into the air,
and then receding like mist {rom the clouds. There I
beheld a permancnt rescrvoir eneircling this fountain, con-
strneled of stones and cewment, with a circular basement
around it, and with octangnlar promenades laid in flag-
stones, leading off divorgingly and uniting with the main
promenade, whicli embraces the area of the whole square.

Orange trees e sel avomnl the plaza, and along the
promeuades, about Lwenty feet apart, whieh T was informed
were in perpetual verdure, blooming and bearing the whole
year. This is not Bden of yore, but then, I thought an

*
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Lden might he made of it under the indalgent and foster-
ing care of the arts and sciences.

In this town there are several schoels or institutions of
learning, and while here, I understood that they were gen-
erally attended by o few doadish, yot mostly dusky tints;
indicating strange tastes in {be germinal and conceplive
apprebenstons, withoul awakeuing the judgment as o con-
sequences.  Mere I also snw a ehurch and other public
buildines, such as the Hall of Andience, and la pleza de
armes, situated frontiog the public square. Here too, front-
ing la plaza pudlico, 1 noticed mnny slores possessing for-
cign and domestic merchandizse, shops of various Kinda
peculiar to the avocations and demands of this region and
private residences with piazzas in the center, and these
generally ornamented by the tropical growths of the coun-
try, and playful fountains,  The streets and side walks are
paved with cobble aml flag-stones v the usual mauner,
with referenee (o the nolion of drainage.

tlere L saw not, nor heard of any place of puldic amuse-
ment, nor of a public Iibrory, nor gellery of paintings, nor
of sculpture, exeent de wn cereamiveto parea lus batlallas de
toros, or o place for hull-lighting.

The productions, in every vespect, appearcd the same
throughout this region, with the exception of the cultiva-
tion of the Maguey or Agave Amevicona. This kind of
agricutture abowls near thiz villa and region, ahmost to
the exelusion of other productions, prefitable in themselves,
and of a5 tuch benefit to the promofion of man’s happi-
uess and prosperity.

In my next; amigo mio, I will give you a description of
this plant, and its wtility Lo man in by-gone days, as well ag
ub present, :
Adios,

Seitor,
Aanicora.
CrxcinnaTrs.
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LETTER XXXVIL

Breserlpiion of €1 Magdey nt Tequa-Known to the Aztecs-Tts Usea ahd Adapia-
tions nmang the Aztees and Mexierns -Deprture from Tequila—Fueklo de
Amatitia - Populition—Country Seenery - flnard of thirty Soldlers—~Fears of
Ladroues: Tlackensda de Hanstte.

Amrao Mro:—El Magiey or Agave Americana is &
plant reeegnized to have heen well known, and its peculiar
praperiics thoroughly understood and apprecisted by the
Aztee race, who had swept over the fnir pliins of Anahuae,
years prior to the comiug of the Spaniards. Their appli-
cation of it in thelr domestic requirements, as well as those
of State, I shall fully allwde to hercafter. This plant is
indigenons to the eountry and grows wild in almost every
portion of jt, being remarkably hardy and capable of endur-
ing most ineredible and incoeeivable dranghts. Its growth
is slow, or accelerated In proportion to the fertility or
hunidity of the soll; though of the two, a tolerably arid
soll i3 the better.  Xs leaves are from four to eight feet
long, nearly a foot wide, and from one half to an inch and
a half thick in the center, possessing a deep green colot,
and full of prickles or thorns on ihe edges and termninus,
and in form, rathiey himceolate. s stern not unfrequenily
rises to the: height of twenty fecty and it i3 my present
impression that T have scen the stem of this plant in its
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flowering scnson, extend up to the height of forty feet in
this region of country, or rather on the western slope of
the Cordillera, as well as clsewhere.

While at Tequila, I heard this plant not inaptly termed
the vine of Mexico; and one wonld very naturally come
to that conclusion, having a thorough knowledge of its
pecaliar properties.  Where the soil is good and the culti-
vation of it hng been allentively pursued, it is ripe in five
years from planting; bat in cuse the soil not being gener-
ous to promote its growth, then it takes from cight to ten
years, The manncr of its propagation is by thie means of
glips, just having sprung from the mother-plant near the
surface of the ground; these are set ubout four feet apart,
although I saw them set somewlat forther. Irom this time
on till maturity, the chief object would appear to be, to
keep this plantation free of weeds ; and in this country it
i done by the Indians, using hoes, similar to those used by
the negros in the sonthern portion of the Uniled States.

Owing to the uncertainty in the length of time requisite
for this plant to mature, the peried of its flowering is quite
uucertzin, yot this is the moment of its’ fast coming into
utility ; and consequently, the exaet time is attentively
watched, when the stemn of the flower begins to shoot up.
The top is then cut off, so a3 to leave an impression or con-
cavity for the reception of the juive, which is constanily
flowing for the space of several months. In the depres-
sion of this incision, the arteries deposit the rising juice,
which would have naturally flown to expand the blossoms.
The bundie of central leaves having been cut away, the
wound is gradually enlarged as the occasion may require,
and covered with green folinge, wlich is drawn close, and
tied at the top.

A single plant, well matured and grown in a rich soil, is
frequently continued to flow from three 1o five months, pro-
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ducing ench day from twelve to fifteen pints, or cuartillos,
which wonld be on an average, from six to seven quarts per
day, worth at least twenty-five cents a gallon atlas ITacien-
das. ‘The juice or honey issuing from this wonnd, is of a thick
consisteney, and its taste is agreeable, not unlike that of a
subacid. Itsfermentation is easily effected from the amount
of sugary or mueilaginous substance, so abundant in its
constituent propertics 5 and when impatient to have it it
mediately fermented, it is accomplished by simply adding
a little pulque, and in three ov four days its taste rescmbles
that of new cider, though cmitting a disagreeable odor, like
that of putrid meat. Thisis owing to the ricl vegetable
matter in the juice, which has not wholly decomposed and
worked ofl' by fermentation. Like most of the other fer-
mented juiees in o partially crude state, T discovered that
the drinking of it was a habit, and that, too, very soon ac-
fuired, and also that an inveterate dislike for its use might
be soon overcome by pariaking of it m ii8 freshest siate.
Turopeans and Americans seldom relish it at first, but re-
maining a few years in the region of its growth and partak-
ing of 1t as a beverage frequently, they become as fond of
it as the Mexicans thewmselves.

By distillation, a very intoxicating drvink can be made of
it, whicl in some parts of the Republic where the plant is
much euoltivated, has been pursucd with great diligence and
profit. The alcohol and brandy made of it, have been rep-
resented to me as being equal, in point of spiriluous prop-
ertics, fo those liquors made of grain and vegetables betler
known to us,  Without this process of distillation, it sel-
donm intoxieates, having not, in what an ordinary man would
drink, encugh ol thoze bunclul properties lo produce any
injurious effcets; bt on the contrary, it is considered by
physicians and those well acquainted with its medicinal
rharacteristics, as nutritive, cooling, invigorating and stom-
achio,
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The stem of this plant, which hears the Messoms, rises
from e conter af the Teaves, pud the braneles jssue from
every side, and in sueh a mannes as to form o kind of pyr-
amid, composed of greenish-yellow flowers, which stand
erect and are seen in thick elusters at every paint. When
in full bluscom il presents an appearance really magnificent
and splendil s and i as most Govorable climate, wheve no
C.Olll “‘itlt[‘i 1o ﬂ'n'a[s I'Ii'!‘\':]”. Tdazzoms f-'llf'c'l'ml BHossoms= t‘m-
reveral months withent iierrapiion, heighiening its expres-
sive heanty by its gpiral =tem, which shaots up as if by the
plamb-hne of a master workman,  The aneient Aztees
well understood the natae of this plant, and 1t varied nses
as applied by dilterent nations—nharbavous, civilized or en-
lightened, in more mndem fmes. I their onwaed mareh
of emigeation, amnlmamation and constant collision with
heteragencous tribes, lght was usliered in wpon their dim
past; parfienlarly so by following the footsteps of the an-
cient "Toltees, who had It Just pas<ed nway, leaving the
crumbling monuments of (he avts and scicoces in their wake,
which our Prescotl has decipliered from the sacred serolls
of mtiquity, embalmed hy o few haoty tatliers of the Chirrch
at the time of the eonquest, wud recorded upan his historie
paze as an hovifage (o coming years. The aafside back of
the Aztee Maguey, after having been eavelully peeled off]
wis naeeraded, mul thon o softening aml bleaching provess
was cantinaed with it 411 the files were remidered fine,
which adapted themn for bamedinte nse, or that of manotae-
taring.  Ttowas applicd tor clothing ad vivdious other pare
poses and reguirements indemestie: Hfe; and {wether, the
hieroglyphical fighres of the Aztees were painted on paper
made of these fibves thus mneerated and soflened, and alter-
wirds disposed in layers, The prickles or thorns abready
altuded to, on the edges of the leaves, served these simple
peaple with ping, needles md widls 5 and the pricsts, to earry
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ont their plety and eeligion in swaying the masses of the
ignorant and unrelleelive, and impressing their sncred jm-
portanee, piereed their arms st beeaste with these torns,
pevforming their pepitent act. of expiation in this eruel
manner, asf plea-ing 1o an Allswise Providenee,  The
Azices tao, tnderstond the seacon of its infloreseence, and
watehed it coming on with anxions enre, aml when the
tine bewd dreaven nizede they oheyed the same laws which
govern the Mexdeans at this e in the proeess of s nse
by Gapping it thouels they dil bt sk its juies fnto pulgue,
whirh they drank o< an exhilerating heverage on festive
acension<, yet seldom to infoxication.  And ont of the met
of this plant, they formed mest palatable dishes, even, so
said, [or fastidious cpienres, which were repnted to be highly
fvinaeeans as well as very nutvitions,

18I Magney, or Arave Amerieana of Mexico, is eonsiil-
ered one ol the mest valuable of the extensive tribe of
alocs, now <o well knowy (or theie medieinal properties and
neeftil parposes i enele division of the globe. Theee is
one kind eadled Pite, which is mendoned as possessing re-
markably delicate fibres, ont of which fine thread and eloth
are said to have been manufactored by the Azteca. The
paper mnde o the macerated, softened and blenched BMag-
uey, 1% represented as imyving been remarkably plinble and
fir more branttnl tlhem the poaps s of the leyptinns, or
the paveliment of more modern times, The Aztee Maguey,
lke the Feoyptian papyeas, ov the Faropran parchment,
nfforded them o very moterial seroll to inseribe their history,
their aets and setenees opon, in the form of emblematient
charneteristiess TCwax moveavier, well disposed to rebiin
the impression of vavioms brilhant eolovs dyed or sthaiped
on it by the Aztee artists) et (o set then ont in brsgso re-
fieeo.  ‘The leaves of this maost valuable plant were then
as pow, used for (hatehing the voofs of buildings where

waod 1= searee or inaeeessihle
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In the fair and beaufiful valleys, on the rolling plains
and sloping declivities of the mountains, throughout ancient)
Anahuac and modern Mexico, this plant was at the service
of the husbandman for not only the varicd purposes which
I have mentioned, but it served as a hedge when set in
rows to enclose the planted field ; as beams for the roofs of
the Aztec buildings, its trunks were applied ; and its juices
to that of making sugar and vinegar.

The fbres of this plant ave now used W Mexico in the
same manner as hemp in the United Stales for manufue-
turing rope, cordage and bagging; the bags made ont of
them for” packing and other objects, are gencrally worth
from fiftcen to thirty dollars per Iinndred, and in good de-
mand-—though depending on their quality and size.  I'rom
my own observativn with reflerence to the staple of these
macerated fibres of el Maguey, T should apprehend that
the texture of the ropes and hags would not enduxe what
thet manufaetured hemp might in the United States; for
this staple does not seem to possess in its nature, those strong
and tenacious qualities so well known in the other ; notwith-
standing, these fibres thus manuofactured subserve the enids
of inland commeree in thousands of different ways, and all
useful.  Constdering the manifold applications of this ex-
tensive tribe of aloes, and particularly the onc known as
la Agave Americana, to the wants of man in all stages of
human progression, especially within the tropies, we can
notice but few plants known and recorded on the pages of
history, encompassing within their foldszo many vseful and.
needfil propertics.

Therefore, in the contemplation of this plant, so well
known in hot climates, we become more exeited to study the
baok of natare ; fo diseover new arrangements and combi-
naitons in the structure, qnalities nnd in the properties of
the vegetable kingdom, of which we can form no adegquate
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conception within our present sphere of knowledge, and to
feet more keenly our dependence on an All-Wise and Di-
recting Hand to lead us up that rugged Lill of Natural
Science. The wses which man has made of the largerspecies
of these plants, in the primitive ages and developments of
the past, as well as in the maore refined age of homaa ad.
vancement, have been mantfold and well adapted (o promote
im in the acquirement of his wants.  JTn this view, the
Negroes of the western const of  Africa have made ropes
and woven nets of the fibrous parts of theleaves ; while the
Ilotientots have hollowed out the stems of one of the kinds
‘Into guivers for their arvews; while the inhabitants of
Jamaica have supplied themselves with fishing lines, bow
strings, woven slockings aund hammocks out of the fibrous
parfs; while eastern countrics have used their juices in em-
halming, in order to preserve dead bodies from putrefaction
while the resinous parts of this juice have been ndopted in
Lot climates to preserve ships bottoms against the attacks
of marine werns; while in the Toast Indies its juices have
bheen applicd as a varnizh 1o preserve wood and skins from
the nttacks of destruetive insects, and cven living animals
have been smeared with them for the same purpose 3 while
the Mohammedans have conseerated, especially in Egypt,
the aloe as a kind of symbolic plant, by dedicating it to the
offices of religion, and by the pilgrims, in their return from
Mecea, suspending it over their doors, to show that they bad
performed that holy journey ; and while its properties in
meticine have Jong been known and established, and also,
in the arts, as the leaves of the Socotrineg nlee have been
partienlaely distinguished {or affording a beautiful violet
color, without the aid of a mordant to fix it; in ancient
Anahuae, and in maidern Mexico, the American aloe had,
and has been, applicd by the Azices and Mexicnng, to almost
every purpose of life.



2092 TRAVELS . ON THE WESTERN SLOPE

Having taken our breakfnst at Teqguila and pansed awhile
to reconnoilre the site de la Villa as I have already remavked,
we departed on our way, observing the country, as before,
and secing litile worthy of note, till onvarrival ai el pueblo
de Amatitlan, one hundred and fifty miles from Tepie, and
with a population of four thomsand ciizens or more, and
fully eleven-twelfths of whom are cither Tondians or mixed
colors., The country approximatipg this town is truly beau-
tifusl, abounding in gentle undulations, level plains, and the
picturesque scencry of mountain landseapes.  Thence come
the streams which refresh the cartl: and make a few spots
produce sustenance for thousands, And to these hoary
peaks, towering info the skies and cloaving the misty way,
from which the liquid showers descend, man should look
up with reverence; for they serve as the eleetric rods to
arvest the passing seuds positively cleclvified, and thereby
meisten the dvy yei fevtitle carth,

"This town is laid out smuch after the manner of Lequila,
with reforence to ity streets and side walks, and also o plaza
publica, which is ornamentoed with a city stream and foun-

uin, awl orange trees; and in front of 1t with buildings,
both public and private, of o sinnlar character in their archi-
tectural consiruction. IReceiving our relay of mules, we
Jouwrneyed on over a country cqually as broken as any we
had passed ; presenting a full variety of checkered scenery.
Ere we had traveled far, the gnard of some thirty Mexican
soldiers fell in by degrees te defend us in ease of an atiack
made on the stage by los ladvones, infesting this region of
country and inhabiting las canadas and fasinesses of the
mountaing, which here single themselves out in alto-relievo,
as heing peculinely adapted to sueh puesnits,  This gnard
had been engaged by Sefior Augshurgh prior to our passing
through, as it was considered unsafe, cspecially with a
family ; for many times the stages had been attacked, I was
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informed, with ladies in them, and no distinction was paid
to sex by the mereiless ladrones ; as &lothing and jewelry,
and whatseever valuable, frequently whether on or off of
their persons, were appropriated without taking life, if no
resistance should be offered.  In such cases, the out.mged
travelers would have to pass on in the stage nearly in a
state of nudity, il having wrrived at some station or town,
wlicre assistance might be granted ; which Thave been told,
is uznally bestowed with a cordial good heart.

Our guard were variously tinged, consisting of Mestizos,
Mulattos and Zambos, witl: a few pure blooded Indians,
all mounted astride, and armed swith knives, lances and
bayonetted carbines respeelively. They presented to us
vather a military aspeet, riding on the full bound to keep
pace with the stage, and on the side, and ahead of it a short
distance, ready in ease of instant atinck, which we were
expeeting from the flying reports that we had heard along
the rond.  They carried in thelr countenances a fierce de-
termination, though now and then, they were enlivened by
emiles and gesticulations, as they approached us nearer by
the angles and carves of the road, and as they appeared to
be amused by the motion of the mules, ten in number,
traveling before the stage on o full lope, and themselves in
close proximity. This scene to me, was truly lively and
unique, and perhaps it would not have diminished much in
this respect, had we had an attack; for on our part, it
would have been a determined one at least. Moreover, it
carried with me that appearance, from the fact that it was
the first time in my life T had had the honor of being one
of a company under the protection of a body guard. As
nenr as I reeollect, T submitted to it with due composure
and complacency, however, against my democratic princi-
ples, and nottons of policy.

The road through this region, led over some level, yet
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mostly an undelating and broken surface.  Passing on, we
soon reached la Ilacienda de IIaastla, one hundred and
fifty-six miles from Tepic, and with o population of four
hundred souls, characteristic of the conntry. Our stuy was
short, still long coough to take o visional glanee at sur-
rounding objects, both natural and artificial; the former
might, under the guidance of a enltivating hand, and just
Iaws thoughtfully administered, be made to checr and wel-
come the bosom of many a collager, yeb the lalter seemed
adapted to the native peculiarvities that inlebited theny and
cultivated one rod around. .

Turning an obtuse angle of the read, and in close conti-
guity with meuntains heaped upop mouhtains on the left,
and on the right with a beautiful’extent of a rolling plain,
stretching many a mile, we beheld that fatal spet, which
had been marked by traveless’ blood, and near it crosses
are erceled o indieate to passers-by, the spot where the
dend took place.  Ilere the Dblood-thirsty and marauding
ladrones had come from their mountain dens, most impene-
trable fastnesses, robbed the stage, and in the conflict,
killed three travelers. At this moment onr guard seemed
fo hover in around the stage, as if aware of a preconcerted
spot, and to throw careflly around ns their mantle of pro-
tection, not like that which Cwsar threw around himself, to
hide his face and die, when he heheld in the Roman Senate
Chiunber, his beloved Brnius, on that fatal hour !

My next will be short, as this has been extended fav
beyond my intention at its commencement; still T hope it
may reward yoe for a pegnanl,

Adios,
Sefior,
AagricoLa.

CINCINNATUS.
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LETTIHR XXXVIIL

Raucho de Cavada—Topnlation—Tninue nppearance of the Cuard, all Mouhted—
Kecessity of close ¥igilance—A Iovdoman scen at the base of the Monntaln—A.
Ludrone—Seencyy—I'uchio de los Cednzos—Popolntlon—La Pais—Los Tu-
ebliios. -

Anrco Mo :~—Continuing our journcy from this fatal

spot, with a thrill of discomposure, and our vision being

bounded by unique and picluresque heauty on either side,
and also in front and rear; soon we hailed with a joyful
heart el Rancho de Cafludy, one hundred and fifty-nine
miles fromn Tepicy having a population of near two hundred,
possessed of the same facial contotirs and dyed by the same
indelible eolors, without the necessity in the use of a mor-
dant to stamp them deeper, as have so frequenily fallen
under iy notice since coming into this Republic. Being
supplied with a new relay of mules, and oar guard with an
exchange of horses, we journcyed forward with care and
prudence on the wing, keeping a good lookout all around
ug, sending some of our fleckest horsemen into the nenr
ravines and caidag, while othevs cut the cnrves of the
road, and a few kept in pace with the stage. It now and
then seemed all din of armor snd “ horrible discord” in
owr onward speed, with horsemen gnlloping, and not unfre-

quenily exclaiming “miren! miren, Ustedes *

'
1
[}
1
v
'
1
"
3
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Tire time had secmingly stolen the march of our travel,
we eano upon el Pueblo de los Cedazos, one hundred and
sixty-two miles from {he city of Tepie. Lhe populalion
here rises to near three hundred, possessing the same
average, from all appearance with regard to various eolors,
as at el Rancho de Ia Catiada,  The same advantages with
reference to agriculture and grazing, and the same produe-
tions and avocations of the commnumity, appeared Lo prevail
through this region of country, and impress themseclves
tpon the mind of a fonrist, as have quite commounly excited
my curiosity and strack my attention in traveling thus fur
into thig portion of Western Ananhuac.

Having paused to breathe awhile and water our mules
and borses, and to awaken in our guard the necessity of
exercising the most rigid vigilance, with respect to secing
distant hoysemen riding along the skiris of the mountains
on cither side of the road, as they were not far from it.

-Ere a few moments had elapsed, we all espied a lone horse-
man passing lonely and eringingly along over broken slopes,
near the base of towering peaks, and all made ready for an
mstant attack, as the party with us formed the impression
that he was acting as a sentinel; and, by a certain molion
of his lLorse, or a preconcerted signal, he could have com-
municated to other sentinels, rullied around himself his force
of marauding ladrones, and have taken our cffects, as well
as all about our persons, which is too frequently the case,
But this horseman soon discovered, in  taking a more
minute telesecopic survey of our arms and men, that it
might be a contest of no pleasant undertaking, and hence,
we passed on as yet unharmed.

In less than onc-half hour, we arrived at Ia ITaciends de
Huastillen, not being extensively cultivated, nor surrouuded
by those substamtinl walls which matked and lined the
sides of the road in passing oul from Lepie. Lacasa prin-
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cipal and the outbuildings spemed not distinguished by any
peculiar characteristics which I have not mentioned, wlen
las Haciendas have presented themsclves to my view since
leavlug ‘Lepic.  The population, I was informed, amounted
to once hundred, and with few exeeptions it is much mixed,
consisting of all the shades so peenliav to this country.

Our guard keeping pace with the stage, or nearly so; the
sectrity which they apparently afforded us,and the lifeand %
exciting influence that they produced, with a rolling surface |
under our feet, and matier onee chaotic and melted in the
depths of voleanic fires most gascous, and shot up with *.
many o surging throe, with many a winding flame, and with '
many a thundeving #eer, making the hills wo shake, and
[astly mowlded into mountains, whose various and lofty sides
and peaks bewilder the imagivation to fathom or describe;
all these ehewmnstances, at this partienlar conjuheture, com-
ing into mind and asking a moment’s pause in thought, pro-
duved in us sensations peculiar o the occasion, of fewr and
indifference, of excitement and composure, of disgust and
admiration, and of amazement and consternation.

Passing through these cvents fhius excited, we seemed -

not to note time, but we passed on, exerting the utmost of
our vision to record in onur minds the pussing scene of val- \';
leys aud mountains in all promiscuous shapes, with scrubby S, |
brees, running streams, and projecling rocks upon rocks.
{n this speedy march, we quickly reached los LPueblitos,
where we received o new velay of mules, and where our
guard mostly digpersed, deeming that they had protected
and delivered us from the dangers of the way. Thence to the
eily of Guadalyara being butsix wiles, and through settle-
ments, and one Iiiedeed and seveniy-four miles from Lepic,
we felt ag if we could comparatively travel alone over this
parl of (he voud, and eflect our arrival in safoty.

Los Puchlitos will elicit my sdtention after my arrival
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in the city of Guadalajara, and when I shall be extending
my survey over ¢fs vich and biautiful valley,
Wherefore, I will bid you adieu, resuming my pen when
a good and exhilarating ablution and repose shall have
refreshed myseclf, now in deshabille, and wearicd by foo long
and sleepless nights, having passed without due account.
Adiosg, '

cilor,

o

AGRICOL
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER XXXIX.

Arrival af Guadalajara—Eenda de Frapces—Roview -Description of this Hofel—
Court-Vard Ormaments—8ite of (e City—Dinner--City  Weter—8irnets  Blde
Walks ~Fx tent of the City—FEas Yiazas~Their Omnaments—Mexlean Acquaint.
ances —An Amertcan—CHinale—Biildings, 1'ublic and Prvate - Archifectare—
Cathed ral—Tromenades—Tortales—Alumed n-Charehes—Inatitutlons of Learn-
tug—Regears Bishop's Talase—Theatre —City Markel~Feuity - ProducHona—
Thoroughinee from San Blaz t0 Yera Cenz - Population—{ ity Garrison—City
Anlmatign—I"ursuils.

Awmico Mro +—Happy am I to have arrived in the city of
Guadalajara, safe from the tediousness of the road, and the
thousand and one dangers which surrounded the fertile
spots where man should plant and gather in peace ; and ¢afe
from the road which, hinding the Gulf of Mexico and the
Pacific ocean, as a natural band to annihilate comparative
distances, should be the pride and rallying point of archi-
teetural genius, in the progress of steam locomotion. Thrice
happy was I to book iy name on the register at la Fonda
de Frances, and to feel that T was agnain restored to the
hands and within the pale of civilized security. We arrived
at five o'clock Saturday afternoon ; and having been shown
my apariment, fronting the piazzn, though smull yet beau-
tifully ornumented with shrubs and flowers, all in bloom,
and receiving my baggage, I felt a joyful thrill of most cor-
dial emotion, enliven and bhid me be thankful, contemplating
the anticipated dangers, the fatignes and scenes we had

-
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passed through in traveling over thig tedious, though inter-
esting, yot to an American, a lonesome road.

Hiviog refreshed myself thug, I walked out of my room,
and taking a leisurely survey of the eourt-yard in the cen-
ter of this hotel, I noticed that in coustrnction and orna-
ment, it much resembied that de la Fonda de Oro at Tepic.
Consequently I fell much at home, so far as the iuterior
port was concerned ; but not so much this with reference to
the exterior balcony, the site of the bullding, its nou-com-
manding position, aid mine hoat; though he is a very good
Frenchman, de viste wrbone ; todawia tucaio en supliendo
la mesa de suyo, con los provisiones requeridos para tal una
casd.

This evening I contented myself in remaining atthe hotel,
and on the balcony in front of lu plaza ; and taking a chair.
I sat down composedly and quictly, amusing myself, and
observing whatever around or askant might attract my
attentiontorappear instructive. With pleasure did I observe
the rail of the balusters forming the balustrade, strewed
with plants, lowers and small shrubs, vivacious with green
foliage and full of buds, and of opened and opening blos-
soms, emitting within the balcony where I was seated, fumes
of sweet fragrance. Then too, T noticed climbing rose
bhushes having wended themsclves up each columu and
turning the arciitrave, having shot along the the entadla-
ture,—there baving wound themseclves into beatuful fes-
toons, and still extending their greedy tendrils; these T
belicld in bloom, with expanded beauty, waving in o gentle
breeze. Here, I contemplated my geograplical position
compared with the United States, and other foreign coun-
trics, and the general aspecl of this region of country,as I
entered the city, and concluded that this country is like a
block of marble iu the quarry, needing the chisel of a Phi-
dias, and the eliciting nad protecting genius of a Solon, to
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sliow ity latent properties in alio-relicvo. Insupervising an
universal map, I beheld the site of the city of Guadalajara,
oceupying latitude north twenty-one degrees and nine min-
utes, and longitude west from Greenwich, one hundred and
three degrees, two minutes and fifteen seconds, with an alti-
tude of some more than three thousand fect above the
level of the ses. _

The hour of dining arrived at six o’clock, v, M., and the
bell vinging a particularly melodions sound, though in a
strange Iand with dissimilar tongues,~—I1 repaired to that
ever welcome saloon after a hard day’s ride, and partook of
raine host’s good cheer, which I found on casting my eyes
over the spacious board, quite ample for those present, and
much the same as 1 have hevetofore noticed with reference
to Frenchmen’s boards in western Mexico,  Shortly after
being seated at table, and looking about to observe the
guests, I recognized my Mexican traveling m:qﬁnintance
with his wife, sister-in-law aod brother-in-law seated by
themselves ; and also an Ameriean, called Cel. Mc ,
known by report to have been connecled with Col. Zimer-
man’s expedition bound apparently for Acapulcein aid and
furtherance of Gen. Alvarez’s Revolution, which has placed
Gen. Comonfort Iresident of the Mexican nation. My
Mexican friends scemed quite happy here ; the family being
mostly together, and baving fled from ervel persecution
one hundred miles in the rear of Mazatlan. Owning arich
silver miune there, which has been in litigation several years,
they were forced to depart for personal safety, as it is said
the oppesite party is being mainly successful in its reten-
tiom, by siding there with the new government party, and
threatening  them with imprisonment and expulsion from
the country in case of a continuance of their pertinacity to
defend their patrimonial rights, aud lodge thiemselves in
their just possessions by an appeal to the supreme fribunal
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of the Republie.  They informed me that they intended {o
press the matter before that tribimal and the Mexican Con-
gress this season; for the receipls {roin the este minera
amounnted to several hundred (housand dollars per year,
Quite cuough 1o keep wp a knot of conterition, especially
morcover, when in posscssion.

In alluding to the Colonel, I eannat but cxpress my sur-
prise to have been informéd from his own lips, that he had
been =a badly daped by shirewd manenvring in San Fran-
cisca, wa to have got himscll thus entangied in a foreign
country, with tlic appellation of filibuster, and {hat too,
amaong a people who could express no sympathy for Amer-
icans.  Ile appeared al least sixty years old, gray-headed,
yet healthy, netive and intelligent, but somewbat dejected the
evening of my arrival and fivst interview with lim; for he
was s(ill & prisoner, and ordered by the Governor to leave
in a few days for the city of Mexico, where his fatn was to
be ecided.

ITaving rested mysclf much Dby a good night’s sleep, I
arose at eatly dawn and sallicd ont to take a view of the
city, when still in slumber of the past night’s mivthful pleas-
ure or debauch.  ‘The position and height of the eily of
Guadalajara, in conneetion with its proximity te rich min-
ing distriets, and being immediately surrounded by a bighly
fortite valley, affard it many valuable and most important
considerations, with reference {o business and residence.
In addition to these advantages, it possesses a climate
insurpassed by any region of conntry, and ealled in the
Spanish language, fierra templada ; it scldoni variea wmore
than five degrees of heat or coll,—the mean annual tem-
perature standing at sixty-cight degrees. During the sea-
son of winter, when the cold winds swenp down the Cor-
dillera and cause the old citizens with hoary locks, to
exclaim, iy frio, muncho freseo, este marana, Sesior [ a
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man from a northern region would hardly feel a change
from perpetual spring at snch a time, and bavely would
there be a shight hoar frost to tdnge the most delicate blos-
sOms.

This eity is supplied with water from el Cerro del Col,
nine miles from the cty, and ia led in Ly the means of an
aqueduct, aflording an abundarce of the crystal flnid for
private and publie gppliances, Lhis eity is laid out with
quite fiberal notions, compared with many I have visited,
with respeet fo the streets and publie squares, ov plazas
publicas.  Most of the streets cross cach other at right
angles, and will nearly average thirty feet in width ; though
the side-walks arc nmrrow. They are all paved n the
usual manner; cobble stones are used for the strecte, and
flag stones for the side-walks and narrow walks across the
streets. T noticed that the streels had been paved ia a con.
eave {orn, g0 as 10 admil of casy drainage. So faras |
could obzerve, the carly oceupants of the city had but fittle
notion for civil engineering, as the grade of the city pre-
sented near the same appearance that it immediately
assumed after the respiration of its site, from chaolic con-
fusion.

The city is made to exiend over a large surface, fully
two wiles square 5 though the huildings have appropriated
to them, but a small extent of that spacious firmament above,
being generally one story high, with level and Iarge conrt-
yards in the eenter. There ave al present sixteen public
squiares, o plazas publicas; still some are small, varying
muchin gize, and in ornumental beauty. La Pluza de Armas
near the center of the city, ranks ameng the lnrgest and
carrics with it more of the general uppesrance of business
on o commercial and finmeeial seale, than those situaied in
olher portions of the city. 1 saw on the north side de esta
phaza, 1 spacious edilicey the spive of which tewering two
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hundred fect in the aerial region, with proportions just,
occupving the lower space, impressed me that this pile,
made by human wiil, not like the tower of Babel, i3 conse-
crated fo holy uses; and rising above all others and clad
in fatherly ostentation and pedantic meekness ; that it should
reccive the homnge of unknown, or merely known thou-
sands, at day or night, when the majesty of ITeavenis radi-
ating his beams into the utmost recesses, without Lending
man upon his Lnees, or suspending the perspirative throe of
required labor, surpasses the known Iaw of Nature; and
that too, far beyond rcasonable conception, when man, the
reputed image of his Creator, should prostrate himself at
the tinkling of a bell.

This building is the cathedral of Guadalajara; and its
style of architecture presented a combination of the Ara-
bian and Moorish, known as the modern gothic siyle, with
its potnted arches, clustered pillars, lofly towers and flying
buttresses. In approaching the city, its conspicuous height
and peculiar construction, indicate its design in its most
favorable aspect to the observer, and convince him of the
solidity and graudeur exfaint in the coticentration of this
mixed architeciural taste.

The Government House of the Department of Gaudala-
jara. occupies & position in {front de esta Plaza, and is a com-
manding edifice in its external consiruction, and seems de
la vista internal Lo be well adapted, in point of commodious-
ness, to the cxigencies of its design.  Its style of architec-
ture resembles the Dorie order, presenting a massive and
grand appearance ; nevertheless, rich and graceful.  Los
Portales de Comercio, consisting of arcades around three
large square blocks of houses, ave also numbered among
those noted cdifices of this city, which bear their propor-
tion in ornanienting la Plaza de Armas. The streets oppo-
site to estos Portales arc wide and well paved ; los Portales
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are two stories high, abounding in the same columns, areltes,
baleonies, und balustrades, as are usual in this style of arch-
itecture, which to the eye, resembles & mixture of the
ancient Dorie, with the wodern combinatlons of Arabian
and Moorish.

The sidewalks under the archivolts of the arcades are
mechanically paved with square slafe-colored flag-stones,
which are laid remarkably even; and this united to their
cooling characteristies, creates and promotes a desire in thie
citizens to promensde heve frequently.

In this city, estos Portales are the chief eentering ren-
dezvous for all classes, from the meanest beggar that dares
walk the streets, to those who wield millions at their nod;
and when one takes his stand in this vicinity dnd reflects
upon the characteristic contours of the factal organs of
man, he is most foreibly reminded of Broadway, the Astor
House, or City ITall, in New York eity, or during the fall
and winter, the Levee, La IPayette Square, or the St
Charles Ilotel, In the city of New Orleans, I do not mean
to say that there are as many foreigners here as there; but
that there are equally as many strange peculiarities, which
would greatly stagger the penetration and judgmment of most
wien fo analyze and adjust the several classes with method
and propriety. The upper stories of cstos Portales nre
generally eceupicd by the lessees of those below, with few
exceptions; and these are divided into small apartments,
consizting of stores and shops of various kinds, where Euro-
pean, Chinese and Mexican manufactures vie with each
other for purchasers; thouglt I am not aware that they
exactly come into collision, s0 as lo have a rveal genflemanly
side-walk fight.  llowever, 1 have heen informed, since this
notice of them, that they nse lond and threatening words, ag
to smuggling, non-intercourse, and high duties. In estos Por-
tales there are many sfalls, and on the side-wulks near the
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columns, there are also stands, where many ofthe domestie
productions and mauufaciures ive exposed for sile, as Blexi-
can saddlery, shoes, boots,as well as touel more of a similar
sature ; and images, rebozos,serapes, birds of various kinds,
and of beautitul plumage ;5 wod Chinese baubles, to attract
the attention, but not to enbance, for a moment, any real,
bat fancied pleasures.  Tu fact, all the buildings embracing
this square are {wo stories ligh, and poted for their size,
commudiousness, adaplation to trade, and their geverally
imposing and architectural construetion.  Iistos Portales
are held as ecclesiastical property by the convents, and are
reated out for a minall avnusl consideration.

El Paseo is another public sqnare for promenading gen-
erslly and evening pleasure ; and whiel is encompassed on
either side by cormmodions buildings ; though it is somewhut
in the form of an avenue, shadad with a double row of beau-
tiful trees, extending their long arms of green and glossy
foltage, as god-sends in a heated day, when the san Las
visen to his weridian height, and is vertically emitting his
beams wpou selected spots, rendered concave by circulur
voleanie fires. To cnliven este Paseo and give it rather an
Blysian enchantment, a erystal rill pours ever varions-color-
ed pebbles of small magnitude, murmuring with a gentle
voice, still not complaining ner aceusing ; hut whispering,
come with me, come with me!  This promenade leads 10
plnza algunn, called lo Alameds, which has, fn poinl of de-
sign and combination of beauty in the adjustment of its
eleguntly eonceived symmefrieal proportions, far exeeedred
any other place for public walking, as having fallen under
my obscrvation in this city. The tasteful avrangement of
the trees on csta plaza, does not exnctly resemble an avmy
in battle array ; but they sre sel promiscuously and somie-
what forest-like ; and la plaza is made to extend over a large
surface, witl irregulae alleys newtly paved in Hdag-stone
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shape. All fhe plots between the trees are ornamented
with plants, flowers, rosemaries, Castilian roses, and shrubs
of various kiuds of tropical growth, and also, with ucacias
and junipers,—most of which for nine months in the year,
exhnle their rich fragrance, with the uddit.im:!of perennial
orange blossoms in close contiguity. In the) center of la
Alameda, there is a beautiful fountain, strcaming up by the
force of internal pressurc exerted on higher elevations, and
darting off in a misty scud, tending to coal the spot and
emit its genial influence to surrounding objects, Then all
around the exterior de esta plaza, there flows one of nature's
limpid rills, over pebhly shapes of hues unlike.

‘When man walks into this selected spal by morning or
evening twilight, considering what is here deposited to
pleasc his fancy, or enliven his soul with a warm response
of thankfulness; contemplating the waving gracefulness of
perennial foliage, and Llossoms of various shades of loveli-
ness, with the inhalation of their balmy fragrance wafted
on the breeze ; and hearing the varied notes of the warb-
ling songsters, likke those of the birds of TParadisc, and the
far-fawned nighivgale ; he feels entranced at the sight of sneh
natural representations of a “ Deity believed,” and volun-
tarily to exelain, “ How thank{ul am I for an existence, to
behold the beauties of nature, the combination of art natu-
rally exlended, and hear all this praised within these lovely
bowers, by Ilis erial passengers.”

In this city, aside {rom the Cathedral, there are nearly
twenty other churches for divine worship, and these are
generally spacious buildings, the basements being large to
accomodate the congregation ; notwithstanding, they would
not Legin to hold all the eitizens, were they as much of a-
church-going people here, as I bad conceived them to bhe
in most catholic conntries, before having fallen under my
notice. Buot 1 discovered, as I have heretofore observed,

I*
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that thc.gcn'tlemen attended church here geaerally as else-
where in Mexican cities, leaving this cercmony and
courtesy to the gentler sex and Indians; though if any of
them liave committed enormous sing, and evil vepert shounld
get out to this effect, convincing them that they would
thereby lose some of their “loaves and fishes,” they might
go to church, kneel before the consecrated altar and the
Saints, snying over ashort prayer, and then retiring to the
confessional where sits the wonted Confessor—the repuied
vicegerent of the Deity-—and to him confess, asking regen-
eration, and paying a small pittance ! Having thus guieted
and absolved themselves from all sin, even to many genera-
tions past, if their sins had not been forgiven, lhey have
fitted themselves for ocenpying their former position in
society, it making but little difference what sins they might
have committed.

These churches alluded o, combine much of the modern
Grothic style of architecture ; theuglh I could trace by close
observation, designs of the Byzantium style in their cupo-
las, slender pillars with tasieless capitals, and in their many
minarets, though arranged somewhat in confusion. Con-
vected with these edifices, there are numerous monasterics
and convenis applied for the education of the Clergy in all
piety and religion, and for the infusion and transmission of
Catholic tenets and dogmas, whether clear or enigmatical,
through the influence of fomale pliancy and delicacy, as
the characteristics of these institations might seem to de-
mand.  While here, I was informed that there is quite
number of ccelesiastical instilutions of learning; though
both sexes are never taught in the same apartment. The
institutions of a e¢lassic characler for both sexes, as well as
those of an elementary character, are all endowed and sup-
ported with liberal donatious and franchises for the purpose
of obtaining hooks and other requirements to prosccute the
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arts and sciences, and for their prcsént and future mainten-
ance and advancement, and also with annual appropriations
to secure the cads of their organization the more effectually.
Here I saw manifested much of that highly laudable soHe-
Maliow on the part of many of the citizens, with reference
to the progress of the arts and sciences, and also a national
ambition with respect to the position which these institu-
tions might sustain, and acquive in the progyess of {ime.
All or most of the arts and sciences are taught, T have
been inforined, in these halls of learning, and that too—for
this couniry—with a great degree of success, The young
genilemen and ladies in these instifutions are not only
taught piety and religiorl as in the more elemcehtary schools,
but they ave taught those departments of learning with all
the touches of thought and of action, which so eminently
commend their resultz to the taste and admiration of the
world.

In this distant land, and too often traduced, supposing it
to exist without a soul, T was most happy to note that there
is also desmonstrated a noble public spirit, with reference to
a carefu) regard for the sick and infirm, by the erection of
an hospital and its liberal maintenance ; and also by con-
tributing to their wants when allowed to appear in the
streets asking pittances. This is granted in most of Mex-
lcan cities one day in & week, and where I have traveled
in the Republie, it appears to have fallen on Saturday.
During a sojourn of near five months on the western slope
of the Cordillers in Anahuac, and visiting many of the
most important towns and cities, traveling at the same time
much througl: intervening districts of country, my sympa-
thy and sensadion of charity were seldom pained or exeited
by persons begging, except on prescribed occasions. Ow-
ing perhaps partly to climate, and partly to the political
institutions of the Mexican people, a few establishments



220 TRAVELS ON THE WESTERN SLOPR

of an cleemosynary character, T have noticed within the
bounds of my travels, or through the reports of intelligent
gentlemen who have explored the country much more than
myself, _

When the beggars are privileged to appear in the streets,
it is seldom that they walk about to thic annoyance of the
citizens ; but laking their respective stands, as if divided
into districts among themselves by mutual consent, they
either sit down on the edges of the sidewalks, or stand up,
looking with a desirous gaze upon the passers-by,and on these
occasions strangers generally bestow small picces of money,
while the citizens give them old clothes and food, with
scareely ever any maney, which really contribute far more
to their necessary wants.

The Bishop’s palace, the Government mint, and the pub-
lic theater, are edifices occupying conspicuous positions
near the center of this city, combining heauty with gran-
deur and commodiousness, and possessing in their architec-
tural designs and construetion, all the refined and elevated
characteristics of the Ionic, the Doric, and the Corinthian
styles, with more modern touches peculiar to each otder.
Tho public Square, for selling provisions and vegetables,
near la Plaza de Armas, is made to extend over a
large surface, presenting to an American a peculiar unique-
ress, which is certainly uncommon except in Spanish coun-
tries.

Apparently, all that goes or tends to go for the mainten-
ance of human, or the lower animal life, is included in this
market ; and that too, in abundance, suiled to the wanis
and tastes of this, a strange people. Such are sold in stalls,
if I may be allowed the expression, mostly open fo the air,
yet covered with Maguey or tulé roofs, which are sup-
ported by crotched stakes driven inthe ground. 1In case of
rain, mats made of tuld or Maguey are hung np on the
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weather side, leaving the vest exposed, except in cases of
continuous cold storms, or such as the natives term to be
of that character.

Here the city market men and women live apparently
for agoes, rearing their little ones about theém, who, for pe-
culiarity of dress and appenrance, as also of traits in cant
and trite sayings, would compete with any of this character
I ever saw in other citics, and in distant countries. These
charaeteristics purchase their supplies of the ecountrymen
whe surround this ¢ity, living in sparse numbers, dispersed
over the fertile and undulating valley of Guadalajara,
though at no great distance, in arroyos, cafiadas, y barran-
cas, where, in this altitude, the finest frunts of the tropies
are successfully cultivated. Corn, shelled or in roasting or
boiling ears, beans, or frijoles, Chili colorado, water and
musk melons, garlics, fresh meats of various kinds, and also
pouliry in abnndance, eggs, whitish butter, of r mizserable
quality, lard, tallow, manioe, potatoes, both Irish and sweet,
lettuce, radishes, fruits of various kinds, as bananas, plan-
tains, oranges, citrons, limes, also the mamey colorado and
chirrimoya, earthen ware for mwost all domnestic uses, and
various other articles of home-made manufacture, constitute
the chicf productions which 1 ebserved in this market,

While T was walking through this market of an ecarly
and bright morning, many of the countrymen, ahd some of
the lower class of citizens I noticed seated or standing near
a lunclicon board, partaking of coffee, chocolate, and other
refreshments, though mostly out in the open air. Nothing
so rauch won my atlention as the desirable mode of making
their rich chocolate out of the cacao nuts, which are pul-
verized, and then boiled in milk, and perfumed with fresh
and unadulterated vanilla.  This delicious and nuviritious
beverage, made in snch a manner, cannot be excelied by
any other people ; still the hislorian’s page lraces its com-
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mon nge to the ancient Aztees, at the time of the couquest.
Ilence the Mexican custom of exposing it for sale in their
market squares may Le traced, as it was customary with
those people to expose, on certain days, for sale in the pub-
lic marvkets, their country productions and manufactures;
at which times thousands ot the citizens, especially in the
city of Tenochtitlan, would asscmble.

In my walks throughout the city I noticed other cofice
and chocolaie resorts, which appeared tolerably kept, both
with regard to neatness and the drinkables and eatables set
for the accomnodation of the public.

So far as I observed the public houses for the accoimmo-
dation of the traveling community, both foreign and native,
and that of the citizens, I shonld regard as about equal to
the fourth class hotels throughout the United States. I
noticed two Fondas de Frauces, and as muny as twenty
Fondas nativas in this city. _

In comparison with similar throroughfares in the United
States, this, embracing the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific
Ocean, and passing through a populous city, as Guadalaja-
ra, of more than 60,000 souls, presents but little travel, as
the dangers of the way have to be necessarily encountered,
Consequently few gentlemen travel for pleasure or explor-
ation; and scldom have I noticed or heard of ladies of the
best class in society traveling in- thig country, from place
to place, as in other countries, except being connected with
business of an important nature, or under an escort of Mex-
ican soldiers.  And as most of the citizens live in private
houses, and prefer this to that of boarding, scarcely any
patronage, of whalever kind, is cxtended to lus Fondas
prdlicas.

The city garrison consists of an extensive series of old
Spanish buildings, fronting three streels, and the east side
of the Plaza de Armas, and extends over two-thirds of an
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entire square.  This block of buildings, erected by the
Spaniards when in posseasion of the country for a work-
shop, and being commodiaus and well adapted, in point of
location, to the present objeet, the Mexicans bave, since
taking possession of thiz portion of the country, retained as
a fortification, where the government keeps coustantly sta-
tioned from five hundred to one thousand soldiers, as the
veeasion would seem to require, and ready to obey instant
orders. Fronting the Plaza de Anaas, and the streets near
the city garrison, a strict patrol is exercised at all hours,
and no one is allowed to pass on the sidewalk near this cit-
adel, as a soldier wonld immediately approach in such a
se, and order the intended or accidental trespasser 1o
walk clsewhere. This looks like arbitrary power assumed
by a few epaulettes, trimmed with gold Jace to show their
ostentatious moves. Notwithstanding, in this miserably
governed country, and this miserable material, for the most
part, to govern, it may be necessary to draw such lines of
demarcation between cilizens and soldiers, for the public
goad ; as the latter might be easily led astray if allowed to
commingle freely with passers by, whieh, perlaps, could
not be well prevented otherwise than as mentioned.

Like cities of the size of this in other States, it is far
from being all life and vivacity in the display of business,
of literature, of fashion, or of amusements, except in the
grotesque customs of ecelesiastical processions, However,
in the suburbs of the city, and in the streets seemingly de-
serted, many of the lower classes nre engaged in their own
houses, where they exercise trades of various kinds, and
manufacture wmany articles of commerce, which are con-
stantly exposed at the publiv stalls, las trendas y almacenes
en los Portales. _

The industrial pursuits in this ¢ity are much varied, em-
bracing earpenters, masous, silversmiths, blacksmiths, hat-
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ters, shoe-makers, weavers, linners, tanners, failors, paint-
ers, sculptors, barbers, and potters ; also such others as the
wants of the city and country may seem to demand. These
do not embrace the fine shades of distinction so common in
the United States, and among other eulightened powers of
the globe.

 Longer than I should have done I have required your
indulgent patience in the perusal of this; but having felt a
lively and deep interest in what has, in this city, fallen nn-
der my notice, I had forgotten to revert my attention to the
considerdtion of the length of this letter, till now.

Adios, '
Sefior,
AGricoLa.
CincINNATUS.
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LETTER XI.

Learned Protpesions - Clinate goodd for Tatent  Causcs ngalnst Afexleny Prograse —
Qintegmen—Wecekly Uazetles—Patrlpts —Population « £ ke Qlty-—Wonlth thore-
o Countey Inprovements—Covernsont Expenses—Clergy Exempt - L.as Fab-
riens de Algodon y Papeliln Atewmainc—Urescrlption of these—seiior Newton.

Axico Mio =—Though ¥ am fond of tracing the figures
and natural positions of countries, both physically and physio-
logically, to deduce for myself, their constiluencies, and learn
their peculiar characteristics, yet now and then, I leve a
moment’s repose ; however T may be altracted and en-
chained by the ornaments and beauties of nature, every-
where around me,  Thus, amigo mio, I have rendered you
my apology.

Tuarning my attention to the consideration of the cily, I
may obsevve thaf,from the inforination Iwns able to acquire,
the lenrned professions of [aw and medicine, as well as those
of tacties, and of divinity, are pursned and cared for by gen-
tlemen’s sons, more for their monied value and gleaninga
of office and position, than for any particular regard or am-
bition of rendering their names worthy of being transmitted
to after ages, by the Herculean manifestations of talents
Intent or apen, the indigenous productions of other countries !
The causes of this indifference {0 hecome distinguished in
the arts and sciences, which o generally prevailg in this
Republie, 1 trace 1ot to the climate ; for the elimafe is as
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varied ng the circumstances of that requirement wmay be
necessary to promote a healthful pucsuit in the attainment
of thase branches of literature, so useful and elevating to
man in all the various offices of life,

Owing fa the peculiar position which this country occu-
pies geographically, it is divided according to ils allitades
into three distinet climates ) to wit @ The first emDraces the
plaius along the coast, called by the Mexicans fierras cali-
entes ; producing cotton, sugar, indigo, plantains and other
tropical fruits; the second the declivities of the Cordillera,
called tierras templudas, producing many of the grains and
fruitg of the temperate zones on theil rolling slopes, but en
arroyos, cajiadas, y barrancas ; the staples and fruits of lus
tierras. calientes ; and the third, the plains elevated more
than seven thousand two hundred and eighteen feet above
the sea, termed tierras frias, encompassing the wlele table
land of Mexico, and considered cold by the natives, althongh
the ordinary warmth is much the same as that of Rome.
And did Rome have no scholars in the arts, sciences, or
taclics, in the days of her glory when she was not bound
hand and foot, mihd and matter, in one single notion of
Church and State ? There are other causes than this,
which operale most powertully and naturally against the
pfogress of the Mexicans; aund the chicf of which resuilts
from the intermixture of the different raccs, white and In-
dian, mostly. The one becomes degraded, while the other
rises in the scale of progress.  Apother cause is the right
of suffrage being extended lo all colors, which nearly levels
the white man; with all his boasted line of ancestral birth,
in sach a country, to the condition of the wild man of the
forest !

In this city, I had the pleasure of becomning acquainted
with a few Mexican statesmen; though prior to this, in
Mazatlan and Tepie, the same acquaintance hud been ex-
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tended to e, during my short sojouen in each,  Usually
the;fzu'e gentlemen of refined tastes, polished education;
and of general informaltion, having been educated in distant
lands ; and however good and talented they may be by
naturs or education, their task, for the onward improvement
of the country, in an agricultural or scientiiic point of view,
is a hard one, fettered and entrammeled by the influence of
thexlergy, continually binding like the grasp ol Hercules, the
tron bands of Charch and State together, a moral and politi-
cal curse and ruin to the fairest spot of God's footstool ]
While here, I noticed that there were published several
weekly Guzettes; though they were extremely smally pos-

sessing little or no information, and no independence of -

character or of thoughi, being cither under the striet sur-
veillance of the Clergy or the Government. Frecdom of
speech, freedom of action, aud freedom of the press, being
accouniable for a niisuse of the same, constitute, according
" fo natural law, a free and sovercign people ; and until these
points of natural rights are arrived at in a State,~can that
State be free? Ts Mexico frec of thralldoam, not special
bul common? The patriots of other nations should mourn
for her, so0 fair and bheantiful, so full of romance and tower-
ing thought, so abnndant in the {ecundity of nature, yei as
plaintive for yale and order!

Conversing with a gentleman of intelligence, a native
Mexican, I discovered, from a recent computation of the

citizens in la cindad de Guadalajara, that the population s

estimated at some over sixty thousand, and fully eleven-
twelfths of whom are at least mixed, and representatives of
most any other race than the Castilian. This lntter class
and also o few of the former, are rich, possessing much val-
uable city property, and landed estates in the country, con-
sisting of ranchos y hactendas where they have persons cali-
ed Superintendentes reside and take charge of their affatrs,

mham ko aw tmees A = m -

|



228 TRAVELS ON TIlE WESTERN SLOPE

who are ullowed to employ help under their direction, though
generally os the oceasion may require.  fstos ranchos ¥
estas haciendas produce, in portions of them, the grains of
the temperate zones, and in other portions, cotton and sugur-
eane; and besides these productions, grazing in all its de-
])m'tmt_'.l'lt;é is mueh attended to 5 though I saw in this region
of country no improvements to reduce agricuiture to a regu-
lar systemn ; but such as the Romans and Aztees had used
by long inharliance, cven before the Goths and Spaniards
took Mspafia and Annhwace.  IF such were introduced and
used, they would have a wonderful influence and spring of
action to promote this branch of industry and make much
more certain the common productions of the conntry, by
preparing mainly the ground and cultivating 1t deeply during
the dry scason to obviate the eflect of the drought,  In my
cbservations with respect to the stock of the country, such
#s hovses, mules, cattle, sheep and hogs, I could see no pro-
gress of improvement in the way of importing foreign stock
for crossing with choice home selections swhicl: is so univer-
rally acknowledged to be the only means to alfain such an
object ; as developments can be obtained only througlt this -
process fowards perfection both in the animal and vegeta-
ble kingdom.

Scarcely any attention is bestowed cither publit-ly or
privately eoncernihg the improvemenis of the ronds, the
construetion of bridges penerally, the application of ferry-
boats, or that of the grading of hills and mountain slopes.
From this city there ave wagon and carviage roads leading
to San Blus on the west, to Santa Fé on the north, to Vera
Cruz on the east, and to Zapotlan and Morelia on the
south ; however, they have not been much improved since
the date of Blexican Independence. The same custom as
to using pack mules prevails now, as did in the period of
Spanish domination.
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The manuer of defraying the expenses of the Mexiean
Clovefment, and that of the city, ave by the imposition of
ﬁnormons]y l]igh irties on foreign importations, and b}'
Eranting certain privileges and franchises, commensurate
Witl the objects and emoluntents of trades and commercial
Prursuits. Direct taxation on personal or real estate is
Yight and but seldom resorted to, except in case of grent
ermergency; consequently, the poor man with a largs
fl'_—l.mi'slv,. not being worth one thousand dollars, but being
2, lavge consumer, is taxed frequently much more than those
Worth five hundred thounsand, or even g million of dollars.
Trr this view, two-thirds of the whele landed estate in Mex-
1o, are exempt from any contribution towards the support
af’ the Government, as they belong to the Clergy, The
Iantrer class being few in comparison with the body politie,
anc  only one-third of the Ianded estate being divided
srrong the mass, the burden of the Government devolves
tppon the remarkably few owning recal estate, and the
masses who Loil for a mere subsistence.  The eity, as well
as  the country rents are low; the proprietors usually
int.eznnding to rent or farm ous their pl'Bpel‘t.y, 50 as to nett
thheim five per cent. on their investment or valuation of the
possessions so rented.

MNear a league from Guadalajara, T rode out in a city
coztesll, ou the first morning after wny arrival, to pay my
res prects to one of our own countrymen, Frederick Newton,
who hailed from Massachusetts., Tt was in the early part
of _April, and the morning sun shone brilliantly on sur-
roun rnding objects, while the giddy horses and coachman
pramaced along in joyous expectancy of a little earning for
rentedd labor; and while I east iy eyes from the eoach
wincdows to whichsouver way, to inform My reason, and
insyr e my soul with new notions of a peculiar and atrange

peo pIB- The intervening tract seemed little cultivated ov
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subdued by man, after leaving the subutbs, till my near
approach to la Fabrica de Algodon de Atemajac, which is
sitnated five-sixths of the distance; though I musit not
omit to mention our crossing a heavy and well constructed
bridge, mande over m mountain stream, called Atemnjac ;
yet comparatively dry, except in the rainy season. Kste
puente i3 near a mile and a-half de la ciudad, of more
than three hundred feet long, and built upon stone arcades,
and composed wholly of stones, hoth round and flag; the
surface being paved with cobbles of an average size. This
being north of the city, and apparently upon un arroyo seco
de el rio de Santiago, which in summer, rises superfiuent
with water, is a point of great eonsideration to the Govern-
ment. At the terminus of this bridge on the north, there is
la Garita of the Government for receiving the imposts
Iaid on agricultural produetions, which would seem to minds
* of other nations lile an unjust imposition upon theindostry
of the country. Ifor the bulwarks of nutions are not the
individual governments themselves, but are compesed of
the intustry, the contentment and prosperity of those who
form the moving machine, the locomotive power of govern-
meit. Thercfore, a governnens, or those who are promoted
to look out for the public good, should never divectly over-
tax the industry of the country, but encourage and protect
it i all possible ways; nor indirectly tax by imnposts more
than enough to set in motion, and sustain the wheels of the
body politi¢, in the most frugal manner, Tor, if the indi-
viduals composing the nation are prosperous and rich, the
government is also, and ready to meet any emergencies.
The objeet de la Garita is to collect an impost off of the
agrieultural producer, for the privilege of selling the effects
of his labor in the city. HMstas Garitus are established on
all the thoroughfares a short distance out of the city, and
for the same purposes as herctofore mentioned,
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Most of the sirfiee of the valley of Guadalajara is much
broken and cut nto gulches, formed by the heavy tropical
raius in summer, which seem o deluge the country, and
devastate many a fertile field, which, in the days of yore,
was clad with many a shrub, and many a blade of grass,
and_many a flower waving in the gentle, z‘ephyr breeze.
“Furping my sattention again to my first morning visit,
the great vbject of pote which invited my notice after Jeav-
ing the bridge, was lo Fabrice de Algodon, and the ground
about it. It is situated on a slight declivity from a level
surface, and supplied with an abuundance of water from an
agqueduct, which is led from a smaH mounfain stream
fopmed by springs; this serves also for the purpose of
irrigation, an d likewise, for that of propelling una Fabrica
de Papel, owned by the same company, and another Fabrica
de Algodon, further down the stream and owned by another
company. This agueduet in part, and the dams for hold-
ing the water, consist of solil masonry. Ta Fabrien
prima is near three hundred fect Jong, and one hundred
feet wide, consisting of iwo slories in height, and of as many
apartments as are ndapted to the wants of the establishment.
It is constructed in the form of a hollow, oblong square in
frontand rear, including all the appurtenances and buildings,
which in front of the main building, extend near six hun-
dred feet on either side; and this plot is ornamented with
many orange trees promiscuously sctout, and with a gentle
rill purling among them ; and which in rear from the main
building, extend about sixty feet, having in close proximity
a heautiful and highly ernamented pleasure garden, with
streaming fountains and rare cellections of flowers, plants,
shrobs and frees from different zones, that here, like in
their father-land, find a purturing care and the distilled
dews gently descending from 1leaven. Esta Fabrica runs
ninety looms, and employs two hundred nalive operatives,
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besides severnl Ameriean mechanics, and ene machinist,
with n Supervintendent; and the machinery int_-.'m\ding the
whole mechanical apparatus, is construeted on a seale in
proportion fo the demand of the laboer just mentioned. Lo
Fabrica de Papel {2 nenr half nmile from this, and occu-
pies aseeming concavity eatmpared with the comntry around.
I.n Casi for the superintendent is detdched from the
paper factary newse three hundred feet, having a neatly dee-
otated yard in front, with a variety of flowers, plants,
shrubs, and trees, mostly in modest bloom, filling the air
with odoriferous perfumery.  And in the vear of (he main
residence, arc adjusted the out-louses and appyrtenances
of such a character as to impress one with order and cous
venience,
The Superintendent of this establishment is Scfior New-
gon, as 1 hiafme mentioned, whom 1 found, on a short
uin dntance, ‘fabound with cou l‘tu} , frankness and intel-
ligence. He posscsses to a remarkable extent, all those
noble chardetéMsype:so becoming an Ameriean in a foreign
land, with e}g’qi _li‘ﬁten:mcc and heart, open to be the
medium of. plcasme and information to one of his country-
men. He had been in this region of country for cight years,
and since the construction of this factory. ITe now speaks
and writes the Spanish language with propriety and eanse;

@and he receives a liberal 1emuneration for his skill aud
knowledge in superintending this establishment, Throngh.

out the pleasure-grounds and the several depariments ol
this frctory, Sefior Newton conducted me, taking a Lively
interest in imparting much with reference to what we were
noticing, and the character and past history of the conntry,
egpecinlly since his arrival,

# Heve I saw imported, all the most common improve-

ments made use of in the United States, and a-djosted in

the combination of reguirements, (o effect the sawe ends.

[
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From my knowledge of mechanism, and its npplication to
man’s copvenience, I was mueh impressed with the neat-
vess and system of the several apartinents, and of the
machinery in the respeetive positions, which it scemed to
oceupy, in order to complete the design of the constructor,
In these respeets it indieated fabor-saving ; and in fact todas
lag Fabricas de algodon y de papel, throughout the Repub-
lie, are the only cxamples of this intention, which forcibly
drew my ndmiration, causing me thus to observe in this por-
‘tion of my journal.

The water wheel propelling this factory, is made of cast~
iron, and was imported fromm New Jersey several years since,
It is forty feei in diameter, well proportiomed, susceptib’ié'
3[' Leing tnken apart, yol constructed with a view to com-

pactness, strength and symmetrical beauty. The location 4

where it is adjusted, is in the form of two capital Ls inverted,
and on the wost side of the main building.. Xt is enclosed by
ahigh stane wall} however, there is a shed projecting out,
which amply protects it from the influence of the weather,
beating raing, or tropieal san.  Tis position 8 Buch when
hung upon its axis that its lower surface is twenty feet
‘below the common level of the gronnd ; and it is set and
~continued in motion by the means of the water from the
aqueduct before alluded to, flowing through a small sluice

constructed pon arches, with the form of continuoud ¢+ « ¢

arcades, having a horizontal upper surface. Its motion i_‘s_,,
easy, graceful, and grand,—the water pouring upon it about
five fect from its npper sarface, and twenty-five feet from
{he bascment floor. Its steady, strong and planetary move-
ments, from sun to sun, and the consequences which it dem-
onstrates in the performance of labor, combine to excite
the wonder and admiration, the applause and reverence of
the whole cominunity, And many of the lower classes
T

]

i
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have been known to ask: “ Is there another such in that
strange land?”

In my next T shall close my description of this factory,
and T shall have pussed on to other considerations of equal
interest to you.

Adios,
Sefior,

AGRrICOLA.
CINCINNATUS.



OF TIIE MEXICAN CORDILLERA. 235

LETTER XLI

Furlther Deserlption of the Factorics nforesald—Thelr Archifestura ~Sedior Clasga-
Hara—-l]is Edacntlon and Princ!pleg—~Ills Colton Factory—La Fahrica de Algo-
on fe Baoohn—Superintendent thereof - Dessription of Wie Residencer of Seftar

Lowrle, and Sefior Glassagarn, and of the Codton Factory—- Cotton “taffs —Cot
ton Imiported - That grown {u the Country - Shock thereof one year in advance
—Y'rices of Coiton Cloih.

Amico Mo :—Resuming my labor at early morn, with
the sun shining mast brilliantly, I now invite you to return
to the consideration of the paper factory, where I left off
at the close of my last. '

The cost of this iron whecl, dclivered at this place by
the way of Vera Cruz, on Mexican carts and wagons, arose
to the sum of ten thousand dollars. The number of Aands
oceupied in this factory generally rises to that of seventy-
five, with fourteen epngines and two machines, all of which
are worked twelve hours per day ; and these considerations
will indicate nearly the amount of paper, of various kinds,
manufactured in this establishment in the course of a year,
supposing the whole apparatus to be kept in successful
operation.

These two factories, cotton and paper, I was informed
had cost the sum of seven hundred thousand dolisrs, when
their whole appurtenances were completed for running 3 and
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that both, after deducting all disburscments, return to the
common stock company a neit annual profit of one hun-
dred thousand dollars. The style of architecture vbserv-
ed with reference to these buildings under consideration,
may be referred somewhat to the modern Gothic and Tusean
orders, however, to mce it scemed rather difficult to trace any
other orders than those of primitive convenience.

Reiurning lo the city, and in a f{ew days after having
vigited these establisliments, I heenme acquainted through
the kind oflice of Scitor Augsburg with Scitor Olassagara,
of Guadalajara, a gentleman who has figured much in the
arena of Mexican polities, during the iron sway of Gen.
Santa Anna ; howevor, he is possessed of liberal and exten-
ded notions with regard to government affairs being con-
ducted on such principles as will afford stability and char-
acter to the governed. ITle was educated in England, hav-
ing gone there when young, and has traveled extensively
on the continent of Europe, and also on the American.
Consequently, naturally quick of pereeption, and the appli-
cation of new principles founded on reason and sense, he
now slands like a piilar of liglt before bis countrymen, in
the advancement of the arts and scienccs, and in the proud
progress of horticultural and agricultural pursuits, Fle has
a family of several clildren, upon whom he has excrted a
parental and powerful influence with reference to their
attaining a liberal education; and a portion of them
were cducated in the United States. And I was informed
by a member of this family, that there were several Mex-
icans of this city, who lave been educated there and also
in Europe.

Learning that Sefior Olassagara had une Fabrica de
Algodon, near five leagues from the city of Gaudalajara, in
a rorthwest direction, and receiving an invitation to visit it
with himeelf in a few days, I deferred waiting that time,
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owing to other engagements in contemplation, and again
received the kind oflice of Seilor Augsburgh in hiring for
my use a servant and two horses well caparisoned, to
accompany me to la Fabrica de algodon de Escoba. 1 felt
ag if I might hazard my 1ife thus far, comparatively alone ;
for in the morning of the same day, report came into fown,
that n market-nan on the snme road had been robbed of
liis hard carnings; {tnd that the day before, three or four
ladrones had leen shot, closely pursued by the police.
TTowhyer, having armed myself well for the ocension, and
being determined I would not be overcome without a sirug-
gle for life, 1 sallied forth at ten o'clock, A. M., with my
servant in the rear, on a bounding lope though the streets,
the common gail of the couniry ; for at this time of the day,
few persons appenr walking about, as the sun increases his
vertical heat. : :

Tuking the road leading towards Toepie, with a good
horse under me, and supple in motion, I soon came out to
the open valley of Guadalajara, the configuration and
apparent characteristies of which, I shall dwell somewhat
npon, after I shall have written what I have presently in
view.

I traveled on, pasing in my way wheat and barley fields
ready for the sickle, which were sown in September or
October of last year, (1855). In noticing the growth and
condition of these grains growing on the ground, I soon
arrived at the conelusion that Ceres, the guardian of corn
or grain, had not of late years extended her care over this
once most fertile region; for no forethouglit seemed to
have been exercised in the endeavor to retain in the soil,
its natural fecundity. Now and then I passed places whera
my guide would exelaim: Cuide, Cuide, amigo mio, mira,
mira, aca, alld ! and that too, with a loud voice.

I must confess that, when T looked into the gulches
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many times on each side of the road, as 1 passed along,
seeing that they were from (wenty to thirty feet deep, 1
thought them fit habitations for ludrones. Sometimes T rode
forward in this disagreeable suspense between an instant
attack and defence, and that of life or death, not daring to
turn back for fear that it might indicate a want of courage ;
therclore, I pushed on, and zoon found myself descending a
slight declivity towards a beautiful concave surface, where
gtood, in self-rospect and in self-confidence, In Fabrica Je
Algodon de Escoby, with its neat vesidences, well-arranged
outbuildings and comely church.  As near as I could
obscrve these from their present appearances, they were
coustructed out of sofi-burnt bricks, plastered on both shles,
and also white-washed with a finished degree of nehtness,
possessing one story in height, and usually thick wails.
They were appropriated severally to the Superintendent
with his family, and also to the nummerous operatives
attached to the establishment. Here, by Sefior Lowerie
and famlly I reccived a most cordial weleome, and felt
rescued from the almost imminent danger attending the
travel of this road. After a wash and tasteful repast, we,
in accordance with the cnstom of the country, pouved from
the liquid urn, an oblation in remembrance of our father-
land; then we twrned our conversation in the current
where our minds had been lately most excited, for near
here, two days previous, two ladrones had been kitled. 1In
a moment I related my excited suspicions as to the safety
of traveling in this region, and what I liad undergone in
mind on my way out, He confirmed what I had heard
abd said ; then he mentioned an instance of his intending to
go to the city only a short period prior to this, and an attack
on him by a party of ludrones, not far from his regidence,
who, having robbed him of a gold wateh, his purse, horse
and pistols, tumbled hin into one of those deep gulches,
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which they told him he must not leave on pain of death,
nor spenk aloud, till dark, for there were several others
robbed and nestled down in the gulech who had been as
kindly cared for as himself. When night bad rolled her
gable mantle with silver Jocks sometimes apparent over
the overt acts of man, Sefior Lowerie carefully wound his
lonely way up the precipitous ascent, where he bad been
harled by the maranding vultures, and worked himself
home, much bruised and severely dealt with.

~, That time his revolvers missed fire, and he suffered the

penalty of carclessness. y After this interview, he informed
me that he had been in the country near fifteen years, and
comparatively raised his family of children here, consisting
of several sons and one daughter. Though most of his
sons had been sent to the United States to receive the
advantages of an cducation, yet his wife could not persuade
herself to spare their danghter, as she is the only one, and
so much an associate for her motler, especially when Sefior
Lowerie Tiad necessarily o atiend io the requirements of
the Iaclory.

The vesidence is commodious, consisting of several
apartinents, the height of twelve feet between the joists, of
large and strong doors and windows, though the Iatter have
iron rods on the outside with glass sashed and placed
within, which combine delence with neatness.  The style
of architeciure observed in this dwelling, reminded me of
a mixed order, derived from those nations, who had years
ago, made Spain the theatre of war, the pride of ambition.
Therefore, you can see here borrowed, a little of the mod-
ern Spanish, Moorish with the Awrabian, the Gothic, and
the Composite. I could but admire the basemeat, the walls,
the pedestals, the columus, the arches, the entablature, the
piedments, and the neatly terrnced roof, with a small para-
pel, raised as if for protection. On the sowth side are the



240 TRAVELS ON THE WLSTERN SLOPFR

outhouses adjoining, with a small garden of fruit-bearing
trees, composed of apple, peach, plum, cherry and pear,
with a small varicty of tropical plants and fruit trees.
Surrounding this plot, thereis o wall near fifteen feet high,
and over the surface of the ground, there pounrs a beantiful
yet small xill, which animates the verdure, the plants and
trees within, shedding a delightful and cooling influence.
On the cast and north sides de la ecasa, is situated the
flower and pleasure ground, including plants, dlowers,
shrubs and trees, ornamental and elevating ! ‘They consist
mostly, or rather in part, of pinks of different kinds, tulips,
marigolds, lilies, daisies, hyacinths, rosemaries, vavied rose
bushes both in pots and otherwise, the pride of Indig, the
juniper, the banian, the acacia, the holly, the locust, the
Norwegian pine, and the cedar of Tyria, together with
many others; and these are all trained or cared for by the
gentle, yet directing voice of Seflorita Lowerie, an Amer-
ican lady of refined taste and bland accomplishinents,  On
the novth, and near the house or main residence, there is a
crystal fountain sending its limpid spray high up into the
air, which descends, as if by natural distillation, to cheer
and enliven the varied growth from different climes. On
the west, there is una plaze or a park, composed of five
acres, adorned with a fountain near the centre, and with
shade and orange frees promiscuously set out, also with g
variety of rose bushes and shrubs, beantifully adjusted in
the plots between.

There is a promenade around estx plaza, with octangular
walks converging to the center, where many trees and
shruba wave to the wind; and besides, to add to the com-
fort and a charni to liome, theére is a row of brick seats
made after the manner of those at Mazatlan, enciveling the
whole square, except one bench left out near the front of
the house, that the view, en massc, may not be interrupted
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either Jow or high. On the norih, south and west sides
de esta plaza, there is a row of houses far the occupation of
the Factory operatives, where they all scemed to be com-
fortably provided, with refercnce to a free circulation of
air, to pleasure, sustenance, education and religion.  Still
further on westwardly, amigo mio, you may pass with me
into auother square, surrounded by the houses of the oper-
atives, with a necat little chapel in the cenier, where sins
are forgiven by a latherly soul coming out from the oity 3
and the devout of heart are prayed for, yet, with small
expectancies.  Passing through this, and a narrow lane, I
arrived, in compauy with Sefiorita Lowerie and one of her
brothers, at the gate leading into the spacious and highly
ornamented grounds of Seiior Olassngara, where he spends
a part of his time, and where ‘some member of his family
is mostly ever present. 'The area of his pleasure and
orchard grounds extends over three lwmndred acres, and
one-third of it is laul out with taste and elegance, comhin-
ing the useflul and ornamental. T.a casn principal sets back
at least five hundred feet from the stone wall at the
entrance gate, and between this and the house, there is an
alley tweuty feet wide, ornamented om either side with
shade andfruit trees, with here and there a flowering shrub,
5 add variety and unique beauty fo the scene in front and
around whithersoever you turn your eye.

The house is of two stories high, large-—at least eighty
by cighty feet—in the form of four Ls half inverted, both in
front and rear; and each of the recesses thus formed, is
thirty feet long antl fifteen feet wide. The base of the
building is eonstructed of stone even to, or just above the
level of the ground ; however, the chief materials are soft
burnt bricks. The stories are high between the joists ; the
walls are thick ; the doors and windows are large, and the
piers between them are narrow,

JF
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The recess in the front and rear of the house, is erna-
mented with fluted columns and two pilasters resting on
pedestals, boih in the lower and upper story, and extending
in each case to the entablature which encireles the build-
ing. The style of architeeture observed with regard to
the columuns, indicated the Corinthian order; thonghinthe
construction of other parts of this residence, I thought I
could trace that of the Ionic. From the verandah, below
and above, you enter a spacious hall—twenty feet wide,
which admits of a free circulation of the aijr, there being
doors at each end ; siill the lower verandah also leads into
#pacious vestibules on either side of the hall door, which
are finished and furnished with taste and elegance.  Balus-
trades between the lower and upper columns are added to
increase the massive grandeur of the style. The outside
and the columns are plastered with o hydraulic cement;
and then the outer surface of the building is clouded und
penciled in imitation of Cerulian marble, cut into vblong
squares, The inside surface is finished with the well known

plaster of Paris, The several apartments, in respect to
woodwork, are neatly finished with a fragrant ccdar, some-
what resembling the California redwood. This cedar, being
g0 impregnated with its patural rich perfume, that it im-
parts its balmy cdor, combining with it, when one is housed
in a room where it abounds, 2 most cordial and thankful
welcome. The roof is torraced, with a parapet wall
near three feet high; and for cach apartment there
ascends a chimney six feet high above theerrace, and in
this respect lz casa much resembles the architecture of
other countries. So far ng I could observe with propriety,
I noticed that the apartments, both below and above, were
furnished in an approprinte degree to the establishment,
recciving the stores of many a foreign country to contrib-
ute to o refined and cultivated taste.
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The pleasure and fruit ground, being divided into appro-
priate and suitable compartments and plots, cohtributes
much to the pleasure of the scenery, and a residence at
Iiscoba. From adistance there flows a crystal stream that
gently ripples over this pleasure ground, feeding the misty
fountaing and the verdant, lovely aspect around. The
promenades, walks and alleys, ave laid out in tasteful curves;
howaever, some are with straight lines, yet all converging to

. Join a cirenlar walk arounii the terrace, encireling this man-
sion. This terrace, near two fect ahove the level of the
ground, iz beautifully ornamented with tesselated pavement,
and that too, in su¢h a manner, as to imitate colors and gra-
dations of painting.

The promenades and alleys are fringed with grasses, kept
green and shorn of their rapid growth, as the oceasion and
taste may dietate. On the plots of a curved, a square, a,
triangular, a rectangular, and an octanpular shape, I saw
promiscuously, yet with thought and elegance, rare collec-
tions acranged of planis, flowers, shirubs, shade and fruit
trees, mostly in bloomn, uniting in one genecral assemblage
those of the three zones, and prasenting to the eye their pecu-
liar characteristics, with all their varied shades and aspects
of beauty, of which the mind can reasonably conceive.
Seiior Olassagara hag spared no pains in importing foreipn
fruit irees from the best nurseriesip the States of New
York and New Jersey ; and they all appeared to be doing
well, having borne some fruit far surpassing any. of the
native of a similar class, both in point of size, flavor and
beauty. Tle two-thirds of this ground are appropriated
to the growth of the Lcbanon cedar; the seeds having
been sown promiscuously a few years since. - Many of the
voung trees are now from ten to filteen feet high, and will
very soon requite the labor beslowed, in their eenvenient
application to agricaltural and meebanical requirements.
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La Fabrica de Algodon is situated about threc hundred
fect northeastwardly of the residence of Seflor Lowerie, i3
large and commodious, being two lhundred feel long, by
cighty wide, and consisting of twa stories in height. The
wall is thick, aud the piers narrow, abounding with glass
windows and heavy doors, admitting however of free ven-
tilation, besides many ventiduets, promoting therehy, health-
ful apartments for the operatives. The roof is terraced,
with a parapet extending four feet above its surface, on a
line with the wall, and of the same thickuess. In faet the
roofs of most of the buildings here resembie a fortification.
All the appurtenances requisite to perpetuate the move-
ments of this factary, have their several apariments
assigned to them, with commendable order and arrange-
ment, and alse skzllful mechanics, together with an experi-
enced machinist. It is propelled by water-power, consist-
ing of a wheel thirty-eight feet in diameter, made of wood ;
this runs one hundred looms through the year, with all the
other requisites appertaining to the faciory.

The German commercial houses of the ecity of Guada-
Iajara, largely import cotton stuffs ; however, the prices of
the home stufls manufactured at all the factories, which have
come under my observation in the country, average twenty-
five cents per yard, yet sometimes more or less, depend-
ing wpon the quantity in the market, the tariff on such stuffs,
and the quality of the home manufactures. Some of the
raw cotton is grown in the couniry, but nearer the ecoast;
although a considerable quaninm of the amount manufac-
tired, and that of the finest and cleanest qualities, is impor-
ted from New Orleans by the way of Tampico, on the Gulf
of Mexico, and packed on mules across the country, in
bales of one hundred and fifty pounds weight each,—two
making a mule-load. Notwithstauding, T must not omit to
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mention that these factories receive Inrge importutions of
fine cotton alsy, from Peru in South America.

Wihien conversing with Scflor Olassagara with reference
to the culture of cotton in ths low, as well as in many of
the high altitudes of this country, he seemed to think it
wholly practicable, with the exception of the want of fixed
or available Iabor at ene’s will.  This year, T understand
that it is his intention to plant one thousand acres of cotton
near Lake Chapala, in company with a wealthy Mexican,
owning unae hactenda jfertil alld, as well adapted to the
growth of cotton, and possessing as fing and as long asta-
ple, as the sca-island cotton grown on the castern coast of
the United States.  This enferpivse succeeding, will be of
the ulmost importance in advaucing the prosperity of the
cotton manufacturing interests in this region of country ; for
others will introduce cotton gins from the United States,
and study the characteristies of cotton growing. All the
cotton factories which I have yet scen in Mexico, are
obliged to keep ahead onc year's stock of the raw material,
owing to the uncertainties atlending its annual growth and
matority, from the defect of its cultivation or the seasomn, and
the adventures incurred by importing and packing it into
the interior. That which is imported frora New Orleans
is worth, when delivered here, from twenty to thirty cenis
a pound, depending on the quality.

Having remained a few days under the cordial enter-
tainment of Sefior Lowerie and family ; early in the morn-
ing, ere the marauding ladrones had awakened from the
effects of their prowlings, horsts were saddied for myself
and servant,’and taking a coyish repast of chocolate and
eake, and bidding along and hiappy farewell to amigos mios,
I mounted my hovse, being well armed and attended.  Pass-
‘ing along at a hurried pace, I soon bade adieu to the scen-
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ery go beautiful and tasteful aronnd la Toscoba, and quickly
made a safs retreat into the city of Guadalajara.
Adios,
Scfior,
AcGRicoLa.
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER XLIL

Deseviption of the Valloy of Quadalajara—Itg Qutline Reenery—Sanr Pedro, o Fash-
Ionable Place of Resart—I"wnine in Mexico— Want of Tilernal Improvements—
LCartrlapges Let—Dress nmong the different Clagses of 1he Community-—Rlo dg
Bantingo—Zapopan—Luebiling.

Amico Mio:—Ilaving promised ont my return to the
city, that I would entertain you with a short deseription of
some of the characterisiics of the valley of Guadalajara, it
is now my pleasure and time to absolve myself from that
obligation, by an endeavor to a compliance. Its constitue
tional, or rather configurative shape, is grand and imposing.
Measuring near ten Jeagues in diameter, with a seeming
concave surface, yet rolling and broken in places ; with hills,
monrtain ridges and peaks of various forms and heights,
encircling it, as if nature, in her volcanic throes, had de-
signed this afortress, consisting, in apparent view, of main-
works, out-works, and particular defences. Many of the
mauntain ridges and peaks, many of their declivities, gulehes,
valleys and plains, extending far out, I observed capped,
flanked, based, and bottomed, with primitive, secondary, ter-
tiary, voleanic, diluvial, and atluvial rocks, stones, and lava,
with their concomitants, and vice versm, showing the lapse
of hoary ages ; slight indications and more distinet of organic
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remains of animals previously existing; the scorin with
lava recently ernpted, or so Jale as nol to have apparemly
decomposed ; and stones and gravels formed and located by
the attrition of water, and the momentum of mountain floods.
Notwithstanding much of the uneven surfice of the valley,
and ifs being cut up by gulehes s still, I noticed aside from
the scenery just mentioued, that it abounded with pictur-
esque landseapes of rare beauly. Its small mounds and
undulating plains being studded with ranchos, haciendas,
trees of various growths, though stunted, rills, streams and
springs, aud near by them, villas overleaping thought in
beauty and luxariance, gladden the heart, and animate the
mind to a love and reverence of natuve and art.

Within two leagues of the city, and on the main road to
the city of Mexico, there is a small pueblo called San Pe-
dro, bearing eastwardly. This is the fashionable resort,
like Balston Spa, or Saratoga Spriugs, for many persous of
leisure and waalth, to go and spemnd a while, especially,
when the sickly season prevails. There, the mansions of
the rieh are beantifully and elegantly ornamented, equal to
any I have described. 1 am not pacticularly aware of any
epidemic prevailing in this city, or that it is common for
such, nor of any diseases, such as fevers and the like,
which are not the products of warm climates. Still in
various altitudes, sometimes, from the searcity of provis-
ions, and the extreme indolence of the mass of the lower
classes, famine, in many parts ensues, bringing in its train,
its car-load of overwhelming evils, diseases, sicknoss and
death. However, this might be measurably or wholly
avoided by internal improvements to facilitate inland ioter-
conununication.

Near Ia Plaza de Armas, there are ever in readiness for
hire, city coaches, at Jeast, between sunrise and sunset.
Their charges ave remurkably reasonable, being one-half
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dollar per hour, or nearly three dollars per day. I discov-
ercif this a matter of great convenienee, both to citizens and
foreigners visiting Guadalajara. There is, as usual at such
stands both in Mexico and the United States, much strife
among the coachmen to get preferred by the person desiring
to hire a coach; and this to a stranger becomes very
annoying, and sometimes, even a curse {o a seeming conve-
nience. To prevent difficulties arising as to the time the
‘hired coach is absent, there is a register’s office near at
hand, with a city officer o take charge of it, whose dnty it
is to record the name and number of the coach, at the time
it leaves, giving also, such person a slip of paper with
the rates of hire and the time of leaving; otherwise the
coachmen might impose upon the publie.

, The manners of the upper class of citizens are easy and
graceful, without ostentation, bLlended with courtesy and
aflability.  Those of the lower class pariake somewhat of
‘their hnbits and occupations, seemingly, yielding ta the
old adage, “that 1hose who are born with silver spoons in
their mouths may keep them.” ‘The French style of dress
is most observed, with the exception of wearing the low
crowned and broad brimmed hals and serapés among gentle-
men, though sometimes they wear short cloaks; and
rebozos made of silk, and dark colored dresses among the
ladies of the first class. The common laborers dress in
cotton stuffs, made loose, and without regard to fashiom,
wearing broad brimmed straw hats, and rebozos made of
cotton, Their dress is light and well adapted to a warm
‘c]imate:

- El Rio de Santiago, or the River of Santiago, riges in
the Western Slope of the Mexican Cordillera, and passcs
the city of Guadalajara six leagues distant, at o point called
Puente Grande de Tololotlan, which means the large
bridge of Tololatlan. Much of the intervening tract of
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country is broken into deep gulches; and the river, as far
as 1 could observe, scemed to pass through most unfathom-
able govges or barrancas of more than two thousand feet
deep.  One of these I visited, going down lus barrancas in
n meandering mamner fully two miles, and there I saw near
the margin of the river, a low, narrow bench of land
remarkably fertile, and well watered by springs, producing
most of the known tropieal fruits in  perfection and
abundanee.

Six miles from the city on the road to Tepic, and upon »
slight elevation sloping in either dircction, there is a small
seitlement, called el Pucblo Pequeio de Zupopan, and
ecclesiastically, our Lord of Zapopan; becanse of there
heing much devotiou appropriated to it throughout this
region of country ! The population is computed to Le eight
hundred, with many mixed breeds and Indiavs, and minong
whom abound many ccclesiastieal devotees, of the Fran-
cisean order, who have licre o convent, and also, a temple
dedicated to the Virgin, with an image, upon which they
bestow most devout veneration.  Perhaps, to a stranger,
is famey that paints the scene of man's usurped rights,
when Ze belodds im in prostration to these Saints, the
Altar and the Holy Stand.  'The siyle of architecture
observed with reforence to the construction of these eecle-
siastical establishmonts,  is traly grand and impesing,
tending to awaken and cxcite the mind to solemn contem-
plation, and combiuing the chaste proportions of the modern
Gothic order.

Pueblitos signify small settlements, or pueblos pequesios,
and are situated about six miles north-wesiwardly of the
city of Guadalajara. Between this and the former, the
country is undulating, and in many places, it is cut many
feet deep by tropical rains, which pour and sweep over this
region with great impetnosity. 2% Puente Grande sobre
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el vio de Atemejae, 18 near mid-way between these two
places, a description of which I have already mentioned.

The population of estos pueblos is near eight hundred,
and much mixed. Iere I noticed a church, convent and
monastery, which scemed (o have required much care and
design in the architectural arrangements of their construc-

tion, and in the compartmeunts within the inclosure of the

two latter edifices.  These buildings are massive, imposing,
and tending to excite and impress thought, perhaps, into
the mysterious works of man, to lead the blind ; and in their

mechanical touches, resemble much the modern Gothic

order of architecture. All other buildings besides, are
of a miserable consiruétiun, showing the concentration of
wealth to exist in the holy hands of God’s vicegereuts,
shrewd financiers and pions imposters upon justice, sense,
reason and judgment ! Official Mediators!
Adios,
. Sciior,
Acricora.
CincienaTUS,
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LETTER XIIIL

Intenilon to leave for Calima—2Preparation thervefor—Exehanges—Gloom of Wight
Travellng— Conftguration of the Country--Bcenery—TLa Villn de Zreoaleo de Tor-
r¢s ~1a Populutlon--ezeription thercof- -Saywia Moanialus—Culdad de Sayu-
lan—Fayula Range—Pine Lunher—Bees—Fabrlen de TPapel--Flour Milla—Maize
~—Bhepherd Dog—Deseription of Sayula—Avehifecture—City of Zapotlan—Top-
nintion—las I'azag =Ta Fonda—Notest for o Slege, taken and sneked by Uen.
Comonfort, n July, 1855— Comanfort eensuroit.

Anmrco Mio :—Contemplating while in the city of Gua-
dalajara, a return to Califernia, and knowing that the
Nicaragua linc of Stcamers were in the habit of touching
at the port of Manzanillo once a month, on their upward
trips to San Francisco, I decided to return to the coast by
the way of Sayula Zapotlan and Colima, so as to unfold to
my mind, new interests and new scenery. IFrom Guadala-

Jara to Zapotlan, there is a Troy coach plying every other

day, except Sunday,as stage traveling upon this day, is gen-
erally excepted on the western portions of the Mexican
Corvdillera.  Making up my mind to leave on a certain day,
I prepared myself for the accasion, by seeing that my fire-
arms were in a good condition, and taking a draft on
Colima, not daring to take with me more than enough-to
bear my current expenses. And this is the mamner of
precaution which I would recommend fo all foreigners
desiring to visit and travel in Mexico, with any degree of



OT TILE MEXICAN CORDILLERA. 258

pleasure or safety, Commercial houses residing in the
different cities of the Republic, most gencrally confer this
accomuoodation and apparent security with a slight charge,
as exchanges and commercial intercourse are mutually kept
up throughout the whole country.

Having got myself ready, I repaired to the stage oiI‘mc
and sccured a seat, paying fiftcen dollars, the distance
being one hundred and twenty miles in a south-westerly
direction. The hour of one o’clock, A. M., was set for our
departure, and with this in view I repaired to my room
that I might nap 4ll twelve o’clock, and then be rested and
ready in time to meet the appointed hour and the coming
events of a fresh day. "I'he hour had arrived on our having
taken chocolate and a lnncheon, when we were all ready
for departurc. Most of the slage passengers were Mexican
ladies, composed of a few members of distinet families, who
engaged their scats to go to Sayula, distant from this city
one hundred and five miles; however, there was one Mex-
ican gentleman who continued in the stage as far as
Zapdtlan.

That hour was starlight, and the mllky-way had scarcely
appeared to emit her solt combination of a silvery flood in
our focal range; therefore, there was a deep gloom 1 felt
in this departure, uncommon for me to expericnce in this
country. 1 was aware of ladrones living in the city and
watching the movements of all strangers, and in fact, of all
travelers; and that this stage road was notorious pere
ladrones ; moreover, I was aware that of late, travelers on
this road had been made to feel the scourging rod of their
marauding feats; hence, arose my precaution and fear that
a¥l might not be right in this excursion.

All being ready and comfortably seated, we departed
through the dusky strects, pressing the steeds, six in number;
to accelerate their speed ; there being more danger at first,
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than after we had departed far from the city. Asg far as
the eye might extend at night, T saw a little at first, o
obstruct the penctration of my vision, but shortly, descend-
ing scuds, misty in form, which seemed {o be hovering
over the landscape, and imparting a chilly freshness,
causing one to draw closer around himself the garments of
hoary” winter.  Continuing our journey -emward threugh
this chilly temperature at so late an hour of the night, we
passed over au untlulating surface at first, appavenily
productive, though sparsely wooded ; and in the travel of
soine twenty miles, we struck a region much brpken, still
mounds, hills and mountains abouading on the rightor left,
in front nr rear ; however, there seemed 1o be a. piass open.
Notwithstanding, at times, we came into small valleys, and
skirted fertile plains where lived some species of the human
family upon ranchos and laciendas, with their herds and
flocks areund them, cultivating heans, maize, plantains,
bapanas, and varions vegelables common Lo the country.
In the distance of every tenth mile, it was the desipn of
the Zapotlan Slage Company to have stations, when first
organized, in order to receive a relay of fresh mules, and
then proceed with rapidity. Irom having paesed over the
road, I should imigine that the Company had effected these
ends in regulating their relays, as near as practicable. .
- Bending our course on, and passing all suspected danger
without interruption ; nothing of moment reminded me that
I was traveling through a region much different from what
1 had seen, till T arvived at Ja Villa de Zacoalco de Torres,
distant about fifiy-four miles from Guadalajara. Althongh
the district of conntry we had passed, abounded in sprin
and streams, which seemed sufficient for agricultural pur-
poses, and also, in stones and rocks for fenclng; still, T
noticed but a few squads of trees dispersed here and
there, serving the husbandmen for fuel and stakes. The
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whole of this distance presented nearly the siathe geological
features as T have heretofore mentioned as to othier parts,
showing frequently, the different formations intermixed,
still, lines of distinetion between thewi. Near the road, I
saw no extensive improvewments, nor villages worthy of
your consideralion: therefore, I will draw your atténtion
to la Fonda deZaconleo, sitiuated on la plaza publicd.

When we arrived, the elock had struek ten, A. M., and
A% soon as practicable, we were prepared for Dreakfast.
This consisted of beef-steak, broiled chickens, eggs, fried
banaaas, J{rijoles, carné con Chile Colorade with onions,
bread, torﬁ"ilas, chocolate, and milk to drink. The price of
this--was ;oneshalf. dollar ; and by the day, one dollar and
a-half, and by the week, from four to five dollars; still, by
becoming acquainted, one could live as cheap in Mexico s
in any part of the United States. The figure of this region
is qulte: picturesque; the valley of Zaeoaleo being rur-
rounded by high mountaing, and the surface mostly level
or gently undulatiug.  The prodoctiona here from what T
conltd see, thoagh thiz being the dry season of the year,
would assimilaté themselves mueh to the classes priorly
mentioned ‘in . these letters, ag growing in the temperate
régions, that is, tierras templadas de Mejico.

The population de esta Villa is computed 10 be not far
from four thousand. Of course, the population here ig
mixed as usual, presenting a variety of characters to deal
with; though, generally pliable, if cautiously approached.
Tt is regularly laid out, the streets crossing each other at
right angles, with a public sqbare or 1a plazda publica in the
center, orndmented with a fountain, which rises from a
sti'eam watering the town, and also, with orange trees, and
surrounded by buildings of a public and private character ;
consisting of a church, the Alealde’s office, Hall of Addi-
ence, la Fonda, private residences, and stores nnd shops
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where one could sce exposed for sale, foreign fabrics and
stulfy, with home-made mmnulctures, and trinkets alse, to
please the Indians.

Receiving our relay of mules six in nunber, we traveled
on, meeting wilh no particular exhibitions of nature, nor of
art, nor of improvements to excite our cariosity, except to
casually note the passing scenes of lills, mounds, meuntain
ranges and peaks, with their rocky declivities, and here
and there, with thin clusters of trees of various growths,
though mostly oak; till our arrival iu the afternoon, and
that at a late hour, at la cindad de Sayula, one hundred
and five miles from Guadalajara. Las ranchos and las
haciendas scemed some distance apart ; still, they animated
the mind, wherever one could heliold springs and streams
of waler. It was in Aprily and the heat of the sun at mid-
day was intenose, increased by the concentration of hisrays
in small valleys; and, in many places, I should think this
effect produced by the salinish chavacter of the conntry ;
for within the distance mentioned, I observed many salt
ponds near the road, where somne galt is made; however,
not to any extent.

The city of Saynlais situated in a singularly picturesque
valley, not far from the base of the Sayula moustain range,
which abounds in pines and cedars, presenting a beautiful
and striking contrrst to the dry and parched valley far
below. This range of mountuius is well adapted to saw-
mills, from the springs and streams which rise in it, and
there are several which net only supply the adjacent coun-
try with lumber, but the city of Guadalajara. Tt is also
said to abound in wild bees, whiclh, I was here informed,
‘are quite common in high altitudes, that is, from three
thousand to seven thousand feet above the sea, throughout
the Republic.

- Upon a mountain stream called Sayula, which alse sup-
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plies the city with water for domestic use, and that of
irrigation, is situated la Fabrica de Papel de Sayula,owned
by a Mexican company, and superintended by Americans.
lts characteristics much resemble la Fabrica de Papel de
Atemejac, near the city of Guadalajara; except the water-
wheel, which is made of wood. The rags for these factories
arc obtained mostly in Mexico; though of late, the compa-
nies have at each factory sent to foreign countries to get
supplies of seme qualitiez, which do not abound at home,
The stock invested in these factories is said to pay well, at
least, twenty per cent. each year, free from all dishurse-
ments. On this stream therve is also a flouring mill, but
the qnality of the flour is indifferent, owlng to the stones
not being kept in order, and having a pootr holt. Through-
out the country, I neither heard of, nor observed many
horse-mills for grinding corn or wheat; but the usual mode
on ranchos and haciendas is to grind the grain between two
stones, one large and hollowed out, and the other small,
rounded, and easily handled. Before the grain is ground
i this manner, it is common [or it to be soaked awhile in
liine-water, that it muy become easily hulled, and fitted for
use. This custom, in Mexieo, is an instance of a heritage
descended from the Aztees; and it will probably, ever '
exist, or at least, as long a8 so large a majority of the pop-
nlatien is characteristic .of Dudian blood.

The valley of Sayula presents the ever ngreeable aspect
of much fertility ; the mountains on either side extending
out near the city, which gives it rather the form of dan’
ellipsis, being 'narrower near (he enirance and departure
to and from it. Maize seems to he the staple production ;
still a variety is produced here, as different altitudes are
easily attained. It is dotted with ranchos and baciendas,
which, as if of the ancient patriarchs, have around them
their-flocks and herds. Through (his region I noticed with

K
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satisfaction and admiration, the great utility of the shep-
herd dog ; he seemed only 1o want language to express his
conceptions or aet the human part; for he was as watebful
of his flock, as the eagle of his prey.

The city of Sayula is neatly lnid out, having a beantiful
public square, ornamented and surrounded in the same
manner as that at Zecoaleo.  The streels cross each other
at right angles, and ave paved in the same manner as usual
in Moexican cities. "The siyle of architecture observed
here, as in other Mextican cities, with veference to private
residences, borders more apon the Moorish order than any
other which suggested itself to my mind, when observing
them ; although the chureh is nostly constracted with a
view to imitate the modemn Gothie.

Leaving this city at a late hour in the afterncon, it was
somewhat dark erve we had arrived at laciudad de Zapotlan,
The econfiguration of this intervening tract presented no
new nor peculiar characteristies which I'have not desceribed
‘a8 being common to allitudes of two, and even three
thousand feet above the level of the sea, and to latitudes
tweunty, twenty-one and twenty-two degrees north.  After
passing a tediouns and lonely road, and after darkuess had
gshut in for more than an hour, we safely arrived at la
Fonda de Zapotlan, fifteen miles from Sayunla. The city
of Zapotlun iz computed to possess a population of near
eighteen thousand, and from conversation with an intelli-
gent native there, and from my own observation while in
the city, I shoultl set down eleven-twelfths of the whole as
having sprung from the mixed raccs, showing in bold.
relief, the Shemite and Hamite blood, with a slight tinge of
the Castilian. This city is situated in avalley remackably
fertile, and anique for its momntain scenery, being not far
from the velcano of Colima and that of Nieve, which here,
present their lofty and proud peaks clearly to view, This
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city is Inid out with much regard to regularity ; the streets
mostly crossing each other at right angles as at Sayula;
these and the side-walks are paved in the same manner as
in other Mexican cities already mentioned. Howerer, the
streets are far too narrow for a large commereial metropo-
lis, susceplible of being approached by navigation,

There are two public squares or dos plazas publicas,
near the center of the city, and in the smaller one of which
there is a reservoir for supplying los ctudadenos wilh
walery and it is fed by o small stream turned from its reg-
ular course, noi, far off. Both of these squares are orna-
mented with orange trees set in rows twenty fect apart,
along the promenades and alleys, which encirele and divide
them into cight plets, converging to the center, which are
tastefully arranged and orpamented with trees also. These
walks are overlaid with small gravels procured near by,
though with flag-stones in the center of each square. One
contains an areca of twoand the other of five acres. Front-
ing these, there ave slores; shops of varions kinds; a
hotel, la Fonda de Zapotlan; and coffee and chocolate
retreats ; and on the north side of the large square, there
stands a single edifice, where many are wont to go, and
bend, at the return of each early morn, on their child-taught
knees, in the seeming presence of the Holy Virgin and the
Disciples.

With reference io the construction of this church, I saw
nothing which would distinguish it from others already
mentioned ; however, it seemed appropriate and suitable to
the wanls of a quiet inlanddown. This church looked aged
and indicated on its sides an undeniable evidence of a. fear-
ful convulsion baving taken place, which may have been
radiated from the voleano of Colima, so near, and from iis
heiglit, apparently hovering over the consecrated spot.

In the rear and northwest of the city, there stands a

e rmed At
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motmd near five hundred feet high, now proud in shape,
overlocking the valley of Zapotlan, and far #p the rocky
sides of voleanic Colima. In July of last year, (1853) this
became noted in the pages of Mexican history, as betng the
stronghold where General Comonfort planted his artillery
to cannonade and storm the Ltown, in case of not an imme-
diate surrender of the Santa Annaparty. This party hav-
ing fortilied themselves in trenches and behind redoubts, as
though out of danger, and also, behind stone huildings, could
not be persunded to belicve that the new recruits of Indians
vnder Comonfort, would be able to level their pieces so as
to touch them; therefore, they were defermined not to
relinquish their position till forced at the points of bayouets.
A few rounds of canister and hail, soon convinced them lo
the contrary ; and the city force being small, were quickly
overcome by the enemy, numbering several thousands,
which had been gathered anto him, like a snow ball set in
motinit, down a moderately steep declivity.  On account of
the determined resistance of this city to the forces of Gen.
Comonfort, it was, when taken, given up to be sacked for
two hours by his soldiers, without any restraint, which he
promised them, at the commencement of ihe siege, in case
of muoch delay to surrender, that he might thereby infuse
them with ready and quick action, and with determined
zeal for his cause ; although this determination on liis part,
he had communicated to the citizens, priot to their being
overcome and forced to fly to their court-yard gates, which
are a mere shell in form of a barrier against ecanister and
musket balls. In this engagement, many lives were lost an
both sides, but more on the defensive than the offensive ;
and many of thestores and private residences were pierced
by balls, dismantled, and sacked of all their valuables. For
this act of cruelty and warfare towards the citizens of Za-
potlan, Gen. Comonfort has been much censured in his own
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country, and perhaps, it may earry with it the external
aspect of an unueceessary infliction ; but before the pen, for
this act, has shrouded his name in black, and deigns to
transiit it to after ages, it may be well to enquire: “what
were Lis forces ? how were they related to him, except by
sanguinary cxploits and heroic deeds, and large expecta-
tions ? how had he created them ? how could he move them

andretain them in hisinterest and reformation ? and finally, |

who were his opponents ? how hatl they treated reforms
for the public good since coming inlo power 7 and what had
they apparently done to promote public peace and pros-
perity in the country for more than twenty years past!”
After this, Gen. Comonfort, in the rapid strides of his match,
met with little or no opposition in the western portion of
the Mexican Republic. Colima, and Guadalajara, as with
other strongholds, fell inio his hands, as if by nafural im-
pulse.
Adios,
Sefior,
AGRICOLA,
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER XLIV.

Produetions of the Valley of Zapotlan—Yoleane de Colliua - Depattace for Colima
on Muleback—Trnfl - Pest Mastor of Colima Laseied wlith—Country Aspect--
Brlght Morning - PInteat al the sontheast Base of Mount Collma - Coneeption
of lt—Prodactions ~Yolcanie Matter Dreakfat—La Garlta de el Gablerno—El
Plan de La Barraneu sohre el Caming de Coliing It Clharacterlstlos —aclends
de el Plan de La Barranca, a Sugar Dstate—Description of, and Machlnery—
Dinner—8leep—Starlight—Depariore —Tonila - Deseription of - Many Sugar Es-
tates—Ilaciendu de Loma Alla-—(uakity of the Rice—Countey adapted (o Agri-
cultnre—Couniry Contigaration.

Axico Mio :—The productions of the valley of Zapotlan
are gimilar to those of Sayula; though I am under the -
pression that more sugar-cane is cultivated here; still the
advantages for irrigation, I should suppoese, to be nearly the
same. The manners, habits, aud customs of the cilizens
-and the country people, and their dress, living, and style of
architecture, reminded me of what I had already seen.” The
distance from this city to that of Colima, in a direct line is
near forty miles ; but the voleano of Colima, wilh its numer-
ous ridges and gulches occupies such a position as to make
it a circuit of cighty miles. This voleano will engage my
pen for a while when X shall have arrived at Colima, and
shall be considering the picluresque scenery of that valley.
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Having traveled to the end of the stage road in this diree-
tion, there being not a snfficient travel or energy to cop-
tinue it on to Colima, 1 found it necessary to engage a
servant with three mules to take my baggage, and aceom--
pany me te the city o’ Colima.

Being all veady on 2 beantifnl marning in April, niy
bagoage having heen packed on one mule, and my servant
on another, I surmonnted the third, and bidding adieu to
the city of Zapotlan at three o’clock, A. M., we deparied,
skirting the base of the voleano somewbat in the form of g
half eircle. Before I had traveled many miles, I fell in
with a Mexican gentleman, his son, and sevvants, all well
moumed.and armed, and also, bound for Colima, whom I
accompanicd thus {ar, and whom L found, after my arrival,
to be the postmaster of that place.  Ile appeared, as I be-
came casbally acquainted with him, to possess in -an emi-
nent degree these Mland and couricons characteristies, which
single out well-bred Mexivars, I understood him to be a.
native af Guadalajara, bot {hat he had lived many‘ years in
Colima, called fderra caltende, by (he natives.  He possessed
a fand of information ind was liberal in its distribution,
wien {oterrogated, and seemed desirous of knowing mucl
of the peculiaritics, productions, and settlements of Califor-
nia, and the United States generadly.

We traveled on till ten o'clock, when we arrived at a
mouniain rancho in a deep glen or apparent gorge ; here we
alighted and pul up for three hours and tack breakfast..
The baze of the voleano was on onr right, and appeared
broken into many ridges and deep ravines, however, in
places, fringed with a serubby growth of various kinds of
onks; while Leneh and valley lands, still of a small level
surface, stretehed along under our feet, and extended far to
the left.  The mountain vanoes through this region, had tha
aspeet of newer formations than any I had as yet witnessed §
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scoria abounding, and lava broken into fragments, commeu-
surate with any notions of geometrical mensurements.
Never did I behold a country before, presenting so gener-
ally the marks and signs of having been once voleanic ; for
thonsands of sceming, yet small eraters, attracted our atten-
tion, hollowed out to our view, as if by intense heat and the
action of gaseous substances far embosomed.

This morning being bright, my spirits elastie, nnd riding
along leisurely, I gnve mysclf up to the contemplation of
the volcanie chain of mountaing, beginning in Jatitude forty-
six degrees south, in South America, and traveling some-
what ridged in form, till its arrival in latitude eighteen de-
grees north, in Nerth America, where I discovered it, in
tracing its charvacteristies, prolonged in a great platenn,
until it reaches the twenty-second degree. There is no
doubt in my mind firom the ¥icw which I was able to make
of this present consideration, but that the plateaw, in part,
owes its existing form to the circumstance of an ancient
system of valleys, in a ehain of primitive mouuntains, having
been fitled up, to the depth of many thouwsand feet, with
varions volcanic produsts; a3 emrth and alkalies mixed,
and ejecied in intense ignition.

The agricultural productions of this region of country,
wherever susceptible of improvements and  cultivation,
possess the suae charucterislics as abant Zapotlan and
Sayula ; maize, beans or frijoles, and sagar-cane, prevailing.
Moreover, some portions of it abounded witl flocks and
herds, roaming ou the hills and mountaln sides,  The cool-
ing springs and streans we oceasionally passed,lent a eharm
lo the sceming solitude and grandeur of hoary ages, now
and then rising to cheecker our visjon,

Here, as in Chile, volcanic matier must have, from exter-
nal indications, burst through the primitive formation of
rocks, and spread its liquid combiuntions over fields abound-

i
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ing In luxurious verdure, leaving many a projection and
- peak, yet to be seen.

Having breakfasted on bread, chocolate, eggs, chickens,
frijoles, tortillas, and caré con chile colorade, and eouched
awhile to rest our wearied limbs, we had our miles -
re-packed and re-saddled, and on we went, laking a birds-
eye view of the small valley we were then in, which and
the tract we had to pass through till our arrival at e plan
de Darranca, twonty miles distant, assituilated very much
with wiat we had observed twenty miles in the rear of uas.
Upon a small ridge of table land, after having traveled
along neaw ten miles, we arrvived at le Garita of the Gov-
ernment, wnere we found b necessary to:lmjr two reales,
which I understood were to be used in repairing and
improving the trail.  This contribution laid upon the trav-
eling and packing community, though small, i3 a common
usage in Mexico, hetween large commereinl eities imd the
ports; and in the course of @ year, at esta Garila, it must
amoun! {o several thansands of dollary, and T ghould judge
for mysell) that but little of it went (o improve the trail.
Iiste Plai de Barranea is the outer edge of a deep glen or
cafiada about two thousand (cet descending ; both down and
up it, there is a trail, for one or tivo miles, paved with cob-
ble stones, and protecied by a wall three feet high, Jaid in
cement. This Inbor, T was informed, had been performed by
the Spaniards while in posscssion of the country.  So well
constructed and adapted with sewers and side passages to
turn the tbopical rains off, thal it stands the lapse of time
witheut showing many evilent marks of abrading or dete-
rioration.  On rising this guleh, it was sunset, and in one

fourth of a mile, we reached an extensive sugar estate,

where we all vole into a spacious court-yard, atighted from

our mules, and put up till three o’clock the next morning.

Esta Iacienda de ¢l Plan de Barranca, is siluated on a
x* \
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declivity, somewhat resembling a broad spur of the vol-
cano ; although I discovered it to be considerably broken,
yet remarkably productive, maturing sngar cane so as to
cut from cight to ten fect Jong in one year, and averaging
noarly two inches in diameter, and possessed of a sanccharine
matter, resembling the consistency of honey-dew. Tt ison, -
and to the rvight of the trail mostly, as we were traveling
to Colimn. The proprietor lives in the city of Durango,
and visits this place perhaps once a year; however, he has
» superintendent to take charge of all his affairs and appur-
tenances belonging to the estate.

The residence i8 on the Colima and Guadalajara trail,
and consists of a building wade of adobes and plastered
with a cement on both sides; being one story high, one
hundred feet long by eighty wide, having in the center,
£ spacious court-yard, and within, a portico all around ; and
on the outside, a portico in {rant of the house. The walls
had the appearance of being three feet thick, and the roof
of being terraced and covered with cement. This build-
ing is adapted to a family residence, the use of servants,
the public traval, the stoving of grain and produce gener-
ally, work-shops, and in the northeast corner of it, fronting
the trail, there is a small store for the accommodation of
the operatives on the hacienda, numbering not far from six
hundred. The sugar-house I did not see, as it is situnted
one mile from the residence.

Several years since, the proprietor sent to the United
States and imported a complete apparatus for making sugar
on the improved system, as practiced in Lonisiana; but I
was most Jamentably informed lhere, that owing to there
being no foundry or machinists in this region of country,
underatanding it, nor the keeping of it in repair, nor those
principles which should govern its application, he had
been, after repeated efforts, and sinking near one hundred



OF THE MEXICAN CORDILLERA, 267

thousand dollars in various losses, forced to abundon it and
have resource to the old system, perhaps in use by the Chi-
nese three thousand years ago or at the present, or among the
Arabians at the close of the' thirfcenth century, when the
sugar eanc was first introducerd into Arabia from China.
« This old system is in general nse throughont the Republic
and perhaps forty, yea, thirty years since, it may have been
known samong the Creoles of Louisiana; and even it may
be practiced among some of them up to the present lime.

The hour of our departure came, as we had been awak.
ened by the noisc of our servants in getting ready ; and
footing our bills, being a dollar each for dinner and lodg-
ing, we soon bade adicu to the fair environs of el plan de
Darrenca, and many a mile we rode along, ere twilight had
won her course in the cast.

The distance from ¢f plan de Darranca to the city of
Calimg, is considered forty miles, and the most of this tract
of counfry seemed to flatlen aml widen ont, presenting
muchos ranchos y haciendas to cither the right or the left,
abounding with streiuns and springs of water farther up
the mountain ; with lorses, mules, cattle, sheep and hogs ;
with sugar-cane, maize, and rice fields; and also, with
groves of orange trees, plantaing and bananas, and the dif-
ferent species of custard apple. These seemed to be the
characteristics of the country, till our arrival at Colima ;
although I do not wish to convey the impression that these
even spavse scitlements indicated anything like what the
country might be compared te, were its constitutional laws
and political regulations, such as to guarantee firmness and
safety in the investment of capital. At six o'clock, we
alighted by the trail side ncar a sugar-house, and called nt
the residence of the proprictor, where we were regaled
thus early with a cup of chocolate and tortillas. Esta
Hacienda is well watered and appeared to have a popula-
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tion of three hundred, living near 1 Pueblo  pequedo,
ealled Zondla.

Traveling along, as we had before day-lizht, we discov-
ered it to be the practice on the sugar cstates, to work all
night ; and sometimes on Sundays, 1 was jinforined that
they labored.

Toniln is situated near the base of the Veoleano of
Colima, commanding on either side o beantifnl and highly
fertile countiry, amd about twenty-five miles northeast of
the city of Colina. ‘The surface of the country adjacent
to this village; as well as the region around, is much bro-

‘ken, and in many places would seemn to impress one with

the conviction, that uot centuries had clapsed since erup-
tions have taken place, and desolated many a happy spot ;
for voleanic Yocks frequent ibe sight of the traveler on
either side, in & half decomposed state.

The popnlation, I should imagine, would not exceed two
thousand, and from a glance at their features and counte-
nances, appeared mixed as at other places which bad fallen
under oy notice.  While here, I noticed only a few good
buildings, and a few stores or las tiendas; however, one
church and wuna fondae drew fram me a moment's attention,
and left but an ordinary impression. Through este pueblo
there ripples a crystal stream, serving the purpose of irri-
gation in the dry season, and exciting the yards, gardens
and fields to smile, decked with a lovely green freshness,
which charms the eye and pleases the senses.

Sugar-cane would scem fo form the staple in this district
of country, altaining a high degree of porfeetion; and yield-
ing about three thousand ponnds per acre annuaily ; not-
withstanding, cotton, rice, maize, and the rearing of stock,
enter into the productions and pursuits, yet to a limited
extent. Tropical fruits abound as elsewhere, with many
of the same varielies, and arrive at perfection, matnring
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into a rich melownoss, which wnrrants to the consumer g
pleasure jn the participation ; though nurtured by n care-
less hand and an einpty heart.

It this portion of the country, and in traveling along, wd
saw many sugar estines of a similar chdracter to the one
menlioned; bug the population as I have frequently men-
tioned, is fully nine-tenths colored or mixed with Iidian
blood. At some of the sngar estates, the proprietors have
it so arranged ns to do the rolling and beiling within the
buildings and under sheds. Most of the syrup, when ready
to granulate, is turned into enrthen jars with small holes
perforated through the bottom, so as to admit of drainage.
The sngars made in this region would bear no relative
comparison to thosc of Louisiang, as the Mazatlin sugars
would not, swhich I have alluded to already. The Roman
piow,l good among these people to supplant the improve-
ments of the present age, atill scemed to De in vae 3 and in
faet, most of the implements which would have naturally
guggested theniselves fo man’s necessities in tne most prim-
itive nges of human progression.

We dismotuted about eleven o'clock, at la EHacionda de
Loma Alla, the heat being intense. Here we had breakfast,
which consisted of chickens, hoiled eggs, torlillas, carné
con Chile Colorado, and chocolale,

'The quality of the riee grown atthis estate, would favor-
ably compare with the best quality of the South Carolina
rice.  The maunner of separaling the grain or kernel from
the hull, observed here, and throughout the countty, is,
after having procured a block of a iree Lwo feet in dinmeler
and three feet long, and hollowed it oat iwo feet deep by
eighteen inches wide, to fill it hall' full of shelled rice and
then pound it with a wooden pestle till the hull easily sepa-
rates from the kernel; nnd after this, the chaff is winnowed
out by cxposing it to a draft of wind, which cleans it,
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making it look beautifully. “The rice grown in this region
of country resembles the aquatic kind, whicl is cultivated
by overflowing the land several times, after it is planted in
rows. In cleaning it, great care is generally taken not to
break the kernels, I should judge from its appearance in
market.

"The residence here withits capacities, resembles that de
el plan de DBarranca, where we had put up for the past
night. This whole district of country bore the outward
aspect of being well watered and admirably adapted to
agriculture and grazing. The configuration of the country
for the past forty miles, bore less evidences of being
broken ; still showing, however, different formations, inei-
dent to voleanic regions. The population at this estate, I
understood, averaged nearly three hundred, and mixed as
usual,

The hour for our departure having come, we remmunted
our niules and traveled forward at our leisure, and near
five o’clock, P, DL, we safely arrived in the city of Colima ;
where 1 put up for a few days at la Fonda de Jrances de
Colima ; the proprietor being a Frenchman and a gentle-
man fambien, baving some regard for himself and guests.
In my next, I shall take a survey of the valley of Colima,
~and of what I haope to be of interest to you. Colima is
nearly south of the city of Guadalajara.

Adios,
Sefior,

-AericoLa.
CINCINNATUS.
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LETTER XLV,

Avrival at Collma—Fanda de Frances--Deseriptlon of—Dinnor—Tiew of the Clly—
Ride with GQov. Alvarez, of the Territary of Colima, to Vialt an Amerleon, thres
miles distant—-Sedtior Barney—Retorn—Vislt 1o Ln lioerie dé Qov. Alvarez at
this Ltime—~Ita Extent—Golden Frult—Yalley of Colima—Rio de Colima—Volea-
no of Colinta--Deseription of--Tts Craler—Extinet Crater--Jndlans nboul {t—
Indlan Alealde—Trodactions abeut ihis Yoleano—Clty of Collma—Daneripllon
of Germnn Honges--Plnza—Clty Market--Churehes—8iores—Architecture—
German Merchants—Puento Grande--Population of the Cliy—Fabricas de Al-
godon de Coyveladio ¥ de 1Tarmonta—-Fessil Balldhngs.

Amico Mio :—Iaving safely arrived and securely
lodged myself within lo Fonda de Frances, I was soon
shown an apartment, heing in the lower story and adapted
" to my comfort and convenience, The proprietor was atien-
tive to tny wants, having aboui himself servants enough to
execute instant orders. Undergeing an ablution and a
change of apparel, I contented myself to remain at the
ITotel till morning, before going out to make ohscrvations,
or to treat my reason with fresh aspects. The hotel is a
one story Dluilding, constructed of soli-burnt bricks, and
plastered on both sides with cement ; having heavy doors
and sash with glass for windows, yet gratings on the out-
side, and an ample court-yard ornamenied with orange
trees set in rows avound il, and also in the center. The
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walls are three feet thick, and the roof is ferraced iu the

usual Mexican manner.  "The dining Lell ringing through
vy ears, 1 seated myself at table quite alone this evening
ag to persons, but not as te good dishes, in the court-yard
portico. This extends all around the house on the inside.
This table was, while I remained nt the hotel, as well sup-
plied witlt the substantinls and luxuries of life, as that at
la Ionda de Oro, in Tepic.  Mysstinner being over, I soon
retived to vest, and discovered this night, and aflerwards,

1]

the nights generally through the whole year, 1o be as warm
here as in Louisiana during the summer season.  In the
morping L arosc early and felt refreshed, for 1 slept with

After breakfast, I walked out tuto the streets, taking
with me a letier of introduction to Senor Alvarez, Gover-
nor and Commandante of the Zerritory of Colima, and
Alecalde of the city. Ie reecived me cordially, and ob-
served that in the cvening, he would accompany me in his
carriage to the residence of Sciior Barney, an American,
from the State of Massachuscits, three iniles north of the
city, and neav la Fabrica de Alyodon de Chegetasio. During
the day I sauulered about without an effort fo note the
passing or present scenc; however, evening soon came,
when the tide of heat had passed away, and I was ready
to accept of the kind offer af the General.

Being sealed in a Philadelphia coach, costing here two
thousand doliars, with a span of mules beantifully capari-
soned, cosling one thousand more, the conchman, an adept

"in his business, drew up the reins and let them roll and
prance through the streets, over the cobbie sione pavement
for some distance before we had come into the outskiris of
thie cily. The road is nearly level and firee from impedi-
ments; our course heing up (he river de Colima, and on
our left was the river boitomn divided into small plats or
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Jertas, abounding in all (ropical luxnriance, and fascino-
ling to the eye with its golden hues peering through many

a verdant and glossy leaf; while on our right lay the table ..

land, being a few feet higher and extending off imany &
mile, rich and preductive, abounding iu maize genernlly.
Having arrived, we descended from the coach and
entered the gate leading into the residence of Albert G.
Barney, Esq. -

After sy iutroduction and short interview with him,
making 1 promise to return the next day, we departed, the
steeds bounding into their trappings, high with mettle, and
returning by the sway of the city, and passing over el puerte
grande de Colima, which will shortly require 1ny pen for a
moment, we called at his garden or Auerta de suyo, gmbra-
cing an area of twenty acres, where I beheld the produe.
tions peculiar to this climate, growing in the greatest
exnberance.  In the center lie has a spacions reservoir
and bath house, from which he could ivrigase his garden at
his will.

The fruifs and produetions growing in this region, will
require each a special netice in the tuen I have contem-
plated to adjust them. The valley of Colima possesses a
larger scope of produclive land, and that too, adapted to
the growihs of Lot climates, than any portion of the Repub-
lic, which I have noticed thus far in the extent of my
Mexican travels. Appavently it is situated in n basin or
voncave surface, surroanded with mountain ridges, except
on the south-cast and north-west, and extending to the base
of the voleano. Il is computed to embrace the superficial
area of one hundred square leagues of arable Jand, or near
five hundred thousand acres, which could be made to grow
produce enough in bananas to sustain double the present
poplation of the whole Mexican Republie, were it culii-
vated to the extent of its capacity; for T have been
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informed by gentlemeu of praciieable judgment to discern
and decide, that one acre of bananas thus eultivated will
afford ample sustenance for thirty persons one year, allow-
ing each to consume two hundred pounds.

The valley generally carries with it a level, yet in some
places, an undulating surface, and is quite abondantly wa-
fered by cl riode Colima, which rises in the voleano and flows
southwardly. Thisservesto run la Itabricas de Aluadon, one
league novth of the eity, at a small village called San Cay-
etafio, and also, {lie prrpose of general irrigation. Tt s
uot large, except in the rainy seacson, though it seldom or
never dries up. The voleano of Colima, is situated twen-
ty-fivé miles northeastwardly of the city, and bears in ils
active peculiarities that graudeur and sublimity which one
conceives of the lerrestrial vents, communiecating with the
central fires of the earth.

While here, I did not notice its dischiarging torrents of
flame and sulphur,—nor torrents of melted matter; but
now and then, as T avose early in the mmorning, 1 cbserved
clouds of simoke and apparent ashes enveloping its cone in
a shroud, and extending downward.  Its altitude is compu-
ted to be not far from twelve thousand feet above the level
of the sea, and consequently, it embraces the eharacteris-
tics in point of climate, of the three zonces 5 first the torrid,
secondly the temperate, and thirdly the frigid. The growths
at its base, and 50 on to its summit, bears evident illustra-
teations of this position.

The erater of (he voleano of Colima is near five hun-
dred feet in diameter, with an orifice poerpendicular; and
aboat one league novth of this, there is an extinet ernter of
an old voleano, the summit of which is frequently capped
witl snow, being twelve thonsand seven hundred and thir-
tecn feet aliove the ocean, and serves as a landmark near
the port of Manzanillo, to guide the mariner.
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When torrents of Inva had rolled down this nucient vel-
cano years ago, many eruptinns seemed o have takeit place
for on riding along by its base and casting my eye upott its
side, I saw many fragments of Java, otherwise unaceounted
for, of singular shapes and dimensions, seemingly broken
up by an under current of this melted matter. About the
base there are many settlements, and even up the sides,
mixed as usual; although 1 was informned that there lived
many tribes of Indians, possessing their peculiar and prim-
itive traits of character, acknowledging a superior in the
government, and thewselves to bo merely within the Chris-
tian pale; though sceretly clinging to many of their an-
clent nsages and customs with respect to religious concern-
ments, most cspecially.

Many portions of the side of this mountain are vastly
fertile, abounding in springs and streams, and yieldihg man
Just sineh a parndise to live b, as he might choose to throw
around himself. These Indian settlements have Alcaldes
appointed by the Governor of the Territory, and one of
whom [ saw at Sefior Barney’s an some private business,
while I sajourned under his hospilable rnof. e appeared
like & man of consequence umong his iribe, and bore in
Lis facial contour the semblance of the Asztee race. Ilis
step was firm, yat clastic—his gait erect, yct not stiff; his
voice clear, yet not mrrogant ; his eye peneirnking, yet not
unbedewable; his countenance sedate, yet not sad nor
gloomy ; and his gesticulations free and easy, and graceful.
This is & son of the forest, avonud whose ancient home the
britliant bawls of civilization, have shed their light for
more than three hundred years!

‘T'he chiel productions among these Indian settlements,
are maize, rice, bananas, plantaing and honey, with an
shundance of stock of all kinds. Tlie grisé extends up
the side of thig mountain more thnn six thonsand feet, grow-
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ing luxuriantly through the year, and ns high as 2 man’s
lend on horseback. It also abounds in trces of various
kinds; the size depending on the altitude. Tis arable por-
tions on its sides, are suid to Dbe remarkable to promote
health and long life; for many of the Indians live to the
good old age of more than one hundred years, and then
they even seem active and healthy.

An American could easily frame in his own mind, from
this slight description of the vaicano, what might be made
of its arable portions were it setiled and cultivated as
many parts of the United States.

The eity of Colima appears noted, in a historieal view,
from having been founded by the “ Great Capiain,” or the
conqueror of Mexico,—ConrTtrs himself, after his return
from Spain, between the years 1522 and 1524, Zacatula,
at the mouth of the Balsas river, on the coast in the State
‘of Michoacan, was founded at the same time with Colima,
The city of Colima is situated on the plain of Colima, in
latitude north eighteen degrees, forty-five seconds, andlon-
gitude west {rom Greenwich one hundred and three degrees,
twenty scconds, and eighty miles from the port of Manza-
nillo by the way of the trail; the lake of Cuyutlan making
it half of a cirele more than the distance otherwise would
be. It is the metropolis of this territory, and the depot for
merchandise in transitu to the vast interior. In this city
there are four wholesale German houses, aud one native
wholesale and retail store, owned by the Governor, Alva-
rezi. Tach of these houses, I was informed, receives ot

“least ihe importation of one cargo of foreign merchan-

dise and liquors, in the course of a year, amouniing to
eight hundred tons burden.  This city is laid out regularly,
the streets crossing each other at right angles; however,
they are narvow, and so are the sidewalks. The streats
and sidewalks are pavedin the same manner as other Mexi-
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can cities having slready fallen under my observations, and
la Plaza publica, being near the centre, is ornamented ih
like manner. 'The public market of provisions and vegetd-
bles, is held on this squnre, cmbracing all the varieties I
meintioned in that at Guadalajara, and astill greater vari-
ety of tropical productions, and fruits of a richer flavor and
far more fragrant perfume. These I shall call your atten-
tion to again.

The Churelr fronts the Public Square on the northeast,
is a new building, large, and well adapted to the wants of
the citizens, Foreigners and the first class of Mexicans,
atiend chnrch here as elsewhere I have mentioned in these
letters.  Fronling lo Plaza publica on ench side, there is a
row of retail stores and shops, vending foreign merchdn-
dise, the home manufactures, and the agriculttral produc-
tions of the cammtry. The city abounds with mechauies
peculiar to the wants and demands of the country in its
present state. Ilats, shoes, boots, clothing, and earthen-
ware arc extensively manufactured at this place for home
use ; but the fine cloth is imported.

In this city, one apothecary store fell within my notice,
and three at Guadalajarn; neither of which would compars
with a second class drug store in San Francisco. No for-
eigner is allowed to scll drugs in the Republic, till he has
been most rigidly examined before a board of physicians
in the City of Mexico, which fact I presume must, without
question, give rise to so few foreigners being engaged in
that commercial line; nevertheless, in this countiy thers ia
a strong prejudice exercised against forcign physicians. It
comparison with other countries, I met with few profes-
sional gentlemen, except the clergymen, whom I found ever
ready to meet me half way, to all appearance, affable, bland,
courteaus and far from endeavoring to mention their creeds

when in social conversation,

. N i.;l.r.'. =
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The style of nrchitecture observed with reference to the
church, the residences and stores, wonld rather impress one
with an effort to imitate the roodern Gothie, and also, the
Moorish order; and the court-yards of the latter, being or-
namented with fountains, and trees of tropical growth, would
secm to assmiilate themselves to what I have so often no-
ticed in Mexican cities.

'The wholesale houses ave situated promiscuously in dif-
ferent paris of the city. Most of the German merchanis
here, as at Guadalajara, Tepie and Mazatlan, appeared
courtcous, nifable, and communicative generally, so far as
in their power; however, I should infer from incidental
intinuations, that were Amnwerican capitalists to come inlo
Mexico and engage in commercinl pursoits, there might be
excited and engendered much jealousy and consequent ill-
feeling. Though among them there would be some noble
exceptions to this spirit, desirous m monopolise the traite
of the country.

Kl puonte grande sobre el rio de Oolima, en esta Cludad,
that is, the great bridge over the Colima river in this city,
iz wholly construsted of rocks and stones of a small size,
on arcades; the columns of the arches being eight feet
apart, and the bridge eighty feetlong. Each side is raised
three feet higher than the surface of the bridge, yet sloping
down from the cenier to each terminus; and against the
walls inside 1s a continuous seat, made of stones and cov-
ered with bricks and cement, where, of a star-light night,
the citizens love to wander and saunter away a few mo-
‘ments in the cool breeze, created by the mountain river.

The style of, dress, both for ladies and gentlemen,
and also the lower classes, resembles that at Guadalajara ;
althongh their apparels are made of a lighter material, I
discevered, as the climate i3 muchk warmer.

The population is computed te be not far from thirty-
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thousand, counsisting of equally as many ghndes of color, If
not more, than I had before noticed in my travels among the
same number of Mexicans ; the mixed and Indians would,
from eclose observation, indicate a great prependerance,
even nineteen-twenticths of this class. ‘I'he whole foreign
population, aside from Spaniards, would not, I shonld judge,
- exceed two hundred sonls either in Colima, Guadainjara,
“Tepie, or DMazatlan, as residents of each of these cities
severally.

La Fabrica de Algodon da Cayetaro is situated about
one league from the cily, in a northerly divection, and em-
braces a beautiful plot of ground for this object. It is on
the east banl of el vio de Colima, and its wheel is propelled
by the momentam of water, led through an aqueduct of thore
than a mile in length, and much of it laid with stones in
mortar.  Esta Fabrica is one hundred feet long by fifty
feet wide, of two stories lagh, constructed of soft-burnl bricks,
with a terraced roof, and plastered on both sides. The
court-yard and out-buildings ave spacious and well adapted
in theiv degign to promote the best interest of the factory ;
the former is ornamented with a fountain and orange trees.
This factory runs =ixty looms with all the appurienances
requisite for manufacturing, and employs about one hundred
and fifly operatives in all; when in {ull operation. It ia
considerad in Mexico, that two natives will perform in a
cotton factory, what is usually required of one American
operative, in the State of Massachusetts, Their dally wages
will avernge three reales, ranging from one real to five
reales. These operatives livein the out-houses just alluded
to, and seem to be happy in their avocations, The cost of
the [actory, when the canstenction of it took place under
the superintendence of Sefior Burney, in the year 1841,
amounted to ene hundred thousand dollars, divided into one
hundred shares; and it is said to yield an annual profit,
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deducting all disbursements, of twenty thousaud dollars.
Sefior Barney owns anc-lilth of the whole of this factory,
as 1 was fnformed, and one-fourth in 8 cotton and spinning
factory by the name of Il:armonia, situated on the opposite
side of the river, and newrer to the city.  Much of this
cotton thread is sold to the nalives in the city of Colimg,
for the purpose of manufacturing rebozos and varions other
articles of home consumption. It is said to pay a higher
per cenf. than tu weave it info domestics. The cost of {his
faciory is computed at forty thousand dollars, and it is con-
structed in a similaxr manner to the one already mentioned,
and is propelled by a water wheel ; though the whole is on
a much smuller scale, employing thereby fewer operatives.
This factory is said to yield a net annnal profit of twenty-
five per cent. on its oviginal investment. The price of raw
cotton ranges from five to tan cents a pound; hut it is not
generally eleaned g0 ag to be adapted for use, Gl it is run
through the cotton gins attached to the factories,

Near la fabrica de Algodon de TTarmonia, T observed,
one day in riding past, an old Jesuitical establishment dilapis
dated, and mouldeving in the ruins of its ancient greatuess,
It was here after the conquest of Anahuac, as well as over
other fertile portions of the country, that the Jesuits en-
deavored by kindness, adaptation, and insinuation, to ingra.
tiate themselves with the natives and make them tools to
their own luxary and magnificence, rather than meek disci-
ples of Jesus as their order would very naturally lead the
supposition. ITad they not been beld in check by other
powers, and expelled from religious association by the famous
Bull published in 1773, in such a manner as to have neu-
tralized their power,—the ambition, arrogance, and con-
swmnption of Ignatius Loyola and James Lainer, wonld luve
overshadowed such characteristics in Alexander the Great,
burying the name of him in the tomb of oblivien, and left
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no foot-hold for Napoleon Ronaparte, to have predicated a
faint hope upon.
Adios,
Seiior,
AGRICOLA.
CiNcINNATUS,
L
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LETTER XLVL

Exuberancy of the ¥alley of Colima—TIs Culttvallon—Troductlons--Cotlon—
Rice—Sugar—CoMea-—Cacan Tres, ond Their Nuts-—-Banana and Tlantnin
Trees—Deserlption of—PCine Apples-—Dieseription of- Different Speches of Apnin-
nas--Palm Family-«Deseription of the most Useful-—Fheir Tlzes and Valoe--
Temarind Tree—-Lamboo Cane  Fitropka Manibot, and 1ty Usea.

Amico Mio i —Owing io the peenlirity and location of
‘the valley of Colima, tropical nature has scaned from the
multiplicity and exuberance of her valuable productions,
to Irave umbosomed lierself and reccived the seeds of im-
pregnation ; and feeling a genial, yet a stronger heat from
voleanic fires, she ceases not to vegetate the seasons round,
except when the proud Colima abandons its wonted bauks,
and flows not its liquid column over the fertile plain, at the
foot of old Colima’s smoking fumes.

Cotton ig a plant which has been cultivated time imme-
morial in Mexico ; the culture and manufacture of it being
well understood by the Toltics and Aztecs. Tis uses and
application as furnishing articles of clothing bave heen
handed down, with the wants of different ages, to the pres-
ent day in its general culture among the Indians and the
descendanis of the conquerors.  Inthe valley of Colima, and
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in regions adjacent, it is much cultivated, though in small
patches, yet not with care and due attention,  The staple of
the nankeen and green seed cotton possess near the same
qualitics as these kinds do, growing in other countries, but
the black seed cotton isreputed to posscss a much finer and
longer staple than that grown near the sea, and on the isles
near the sea shore in the United States.

Rice and sugar receive much attention in this valley;
but their cultivation is not pursued except where the advan-
tages with respect to irrigation may be easily attained.
The amount of these several staple productions to the acre,
is large, far surpassing that commonly gathered in the
United States oft of the samz area; however neglectfull the
cullivation may be practiced in (his generous clinate. The
kind of vice grown liere is aquatie, white, and remarkably
heavy. Itis generally planted in drills or rows, yet some-
times sown promiscuously. The manner of planting the
sugar-cane in this country, is nearly the same as in Louisi-
ana, except its being planted much closer together; how-
ever, iL is eultivated and kept elean chiefly by hoeing.  Iis
culture by means of the plow and cunltivator is unknown to
the Mexicans, Inglish hoes, or those similar, are gener-
ally used, which resemble the southern hoes; adapted fo
slave labor.  The sugar-cane, like the bamboo and Indian
maize, belongs to the family of grasses; and growing to
the height of ten or fifteen feet, its broad leaves and large,
silky panicles, giveit a beautiful aspect. Ilcre the sugar-
cane flowers only after the lapse of twelve or fifteen months
froih the period of planting it. The flowers are emall,
abundant, and clothed externally with numerous silky bairs.

The cultivaiion of these staples, cotion, rice, and sugar,
one would suppose froru the present vaccilating system of
peonage, or that of deponding upon peones for labor, could
never, in Mezxico, attain a flourishing condition, nor even
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becoma abundant for home consnmption ; for if & capitalist
should invest his all in a plantation or una hacienda and
its appurtenances, the natives might smile at fiim, when he
wished thieie labor most, and going to their banana pafclies,
bask in the sun, waiting for bananas to drop {vota the branch
by the foree of gravitation, rather than labor, in order to
satisly their hunger,  Notwithstanding the great disadvan-
tages rising from thie want of Iabor, the caltivation of theze
staples Deing attentively and pruodently pursned, in this
region, by a few planters, amply rewards their risks and
expectancics ; for their improvements ave of the cheapest
character.

In this valley there are already begun several coflee plan-
tations on a smnlil scale, one of which is owned by Sefior
Barney, who will have planted this year, 1846, thirly thou-
sand trees, in addition to twenty thousand trees which hiave
already borne.  From lhaviog been in coffec regions prior
to thig, and the incident:l knowledge 1 have henee acquired
in this respect, T am fully impressed with the convietion
that few regions possess wmore eminend advantages than
this, to promote this hranch of agriculture and commerce;
and that too, with a quality of cofice seldom excelled.
From my observation, there is not that spirit por that study
respecting its characteristics in the sctting out, culture and
pruning of coffec trees in this region, that one would expect
to flow from the enormous high price which coffee Lerries
usually bear in thismarket.  They are worth by the whole-
sale iwenty-live cents a pound near las haciendas. In
Guadalajara, Tepic, Mazatlan, and Guaymas, they are
muych dearer, being worth forty cents per pound by the
wholesale.

In this valley I observed several cacao trees in snecesslul
bearing, and I understood that formerly much more atten-
tion was paid to their eultivation than at present. In com-



OF TIE MEXIQAN CORDILLERA, 285

paring them with other trees that I Iind seen in the United
States, they reminded me mozt of a hay-duke cherry tree;
for the cacae tree both in size and shape, somewhat resem-
bles a young cherry tree just coming into bearing ; but that
separnles near the ground into fouv or five stems. The
leaves are about four inehes in lengtly, smooth, but not
glossy, and of o dull green color. The flowers are saffion-
colored, and are very beautiful.  'he fruit of 1lie cacao tree
somewhat resembles o cucimmber in shape; but is furrowed
deeper onthe sides.  Tis color, while growing 1z green, but
as it ripens, thig changes to a fine bluish-red, almost purple
with pink veins; or in some of ihe varieties, to a delicate
yellow or lewon color.  Each of the pods contains from
twenty to thirty nuts or kernels, which, in shape, are not
much unlike almonds, and consist of a white, sweet, pulpy
substance, enveloped in a parchmentlike shell.  As soon
as the fruit is ripe, it is gathered and cut into slices 3 and
the nuts, being st this time in o pulpy state, nre taken aut
and Iald on <kins o leaves ta he dvied. They hiave now a
sweetish acid taste, and may be enten like other fruit. "When
dry, they are put up into bags for market. These tices
commonly grow from fifteen to twenty feet high, do not
branch ont so much as many other fruit-bearing trees; and
four hundred of them ean he successfully cultivated on one
acve ; which hieve would remsuncrate the planter at least fifty
cents per tree, and one Aand or operative could tend to six
acres of them, besides raising bananas enough to subsist on.

Tiverywhere Ieast my eye to observe fruit, I saw the
banana and plantain frees reaving their polden heads, laden
with the most generous and nutritious of the prodoctions of
the carth, suitable to the wands of a primitive—ryes, a pol-
ished people. The manner of forming a new plantation of
these trees, is by taking shoots from one (o three feet high,
liroken of” from the wother plant in its henring state; and
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in eight or niur months after these shoots hinve been inserted
into tha ground, they will hegin to form their clusters, and
the fruit may be gathered in lgss than a yeur from the time
of planting. When the old stalks are cut down, in order
to perpetnate the plantation or patch of them, mund hasten
a new coming harvest, there is always found smong the nn-
merous shoots which lave put forth voots, one that will bear
fruit three months later. It 1s considered among those in-
ured to their growth, that the trees should be frequently
succored, leaving one or iwo shoots, that the fimit may be
much enlarged from that circumstance.  “Lhese shoots, form-
ing freés so soon, may be set in vows four or five feet apart
each way ; and cach tree, under good cultivation, is cop-
sidered to yield at least forty pounds of frvit per year.
Thus a plantation of these (roes is perpetiated without any
other care, than that of eoiting off the old sialks on which
the fruit has ripened, letting them and the Jeaves decom-
pose ou the same ground, whicl process is said lo envich it;
thercfore these serve as a suflicient dressing.

With regard to the charaeferistics of the hanrana, it must
be fully conceded to be one of the most valuable bounties
of nature bestowed upon man, Tt is a speeies of the genus
musa, andl is technically known by the naine of musa sap-
ientium, growing in mwsi tropical countries, and having
leaves about cight fect long and oue foot biread in the mid-
dle, and fruit four ar five inches long, and inn shape, resem-
bling the cncumber,  When ripe, the banana js a very
agreeable (roit, with o soft and {useious pulp, and is fre-
quently introduced in desserls within the tropics, and it is
seldom eaten green like the plantain. T discovered the
Mexieans to have n superstilious dislike as to cutting this
fralt across, and they slice it always from end to cnd ; be-
canse in the tormer ease, the section presents an imaginary

resemblance (o the instrumend of onr Siviour's eroeifixion.
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The banann is sometimes fricdin stices,  If the pulp of thid
fruit be squeezed through a fine wire sieve, it may be formed
into small loaves, which, after having been propetly dried,
may be kept for o Tong length of time.

The plantain tree is another one of the most valuahle
gifts of Providence, to perpefiate and feed man in a tropi-
al elimate. Ftis alzo another of fhe genus musa, and of
the paln tribe, known teelmically by the nanie of musa
parmlisiaea.  The stew of this tree or plant, is soft, herba-
ceous, fifteen or twenty feet highy with leaves ofien more
than six feet long, and nearly two feet hread. The spike of
Mlowers is nearly four feet lang, and nodiling. Thefruitwhich
sueceeds the fertile fowers on the lower patt of the spike, is
often eight or nine inches laag, and above an inchin diame-
ter ; ai fivst it is green, but whon ripe it is of & pale yellow
colory, and has a delicious sweet pulp, 1t i repnted to be
one al” the most nseful fruits in the vegetable ereation, and
as some of the plants are in bearing most ol the year, it.
forms the entive snstenanee of awany of the inhabitants of
tropieal ecotnlries,

The fruit an onespike or bunch, is often known to weigh
fram sixky to eighfy pounds, when remarkably well culti-
vated,  In case af heing uvsed as bread, it is roasted or
boiled when fully grown, and fwhen ripe it is made into
tarts, sliced and {ried in botter, or dried and preserved as
a sweetmeaf.  Five dozen plantains ave esteemed sufficient
to serve one man for n week, justead of bread, ind will sup-
port him muel better. The number generally giown on a
nch, varies from one linundrad to one hundred and sixty,
aud even somelimes v up to one hundred and eighty.  In
this vatley, with the advantages of irrigation, the slips
from the standard plants are set ont or renewed every
month in the year ; and s rapiid growth in a young orchard,
or huerta de plantanos, is the vousegnence of good cultiva-
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tion, and in {en months from planting or setting (he shoots,
the husbandman may look for an ample return for his labor.
There are several vavieties of the hanana 3 semie are much
larger, but never in ripening  attain that sugary sweelness
50 commmon to the sinaller kind.

The pine-apple is another valuable production of this
lovely valley, and is distinguizhed by its size and pecunliav
gpicy flavor. Iiis {\.xten.»:iw.‘]y'cu]Ii\'zttml, and requires no
more attention 1han the culture of beans; the terinimal
tafts of leaves for re-prodociug the fraif, may be el two
feet apart each way, producing theveby miore than ten
thousand pine-apples on one acve.  As a fruit, it is usually
pronounced the iivst class in the world, and it was ariginally
discovered by fhe Buropeans in Peru. The lcaves are
eanaliculate in form, and spiny on the margin; the stem
erect, and about two feel high 5 the flowers bliue and united
in o dense spike, which i crowned at the simmit with a
tuft of Jeaves; the berries in ripening unite and give to this
spike somewhat the foru of a pine cone, but it is mneh
larger.

Here I noticed amoeng the several varictics, one called
botanically the B. pinguin, having the linit separately in
clusters, and not in o conc; the leaves of this kind afford
a fibrre which is manufactured into cordage, and sometimes
into clothiby the natives.

From the pinc-apple is made very good wine, which
turns in about three weeks, but recovers by longer keeping.
In the tropieal connlries, the fruit is often preserved entire
by the ricl,, and when taken out of the syrup it is iced with
sugar.

Here I also noticed the Mawey, and Chivimoya, or cus-
tard apple, growing in great perfection.  As to the first,
the tree appeared as large as the bniter-nnt free in the
United States, and its froit is neae tie size and shape ot 2
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goose cag: and when ripe, the pulp ia ol n reddish or
pink color, enveloping a kernel about the aize and shape of
an almond, thongh smooth and of n brown ecolor. The
fruit of this possesses rather a sickish or insipid sweetness,
and ta like it is & taste acquired.  ‘Lhat of another kind, T
noticed, seems fo be a much smaller tree, about the size of
a cherry or plim, and under pood culture bears a fruit
rather” larger than a goose ege, and of that shape.  When
ripe, the rind looks yellowish, and also the pulp ; ‘thia is
full of seeds which ave near the size nad shape of waler-
melon seeds, and it has a most lnseious and apicy taste.

‘This elass of tropical {rnit ix recognized as the custard
apple.  In their character, these are blossom-heaving trees;
the bark is smooth and rvather of an ashy color, and the
form of {he leaves somewhnt lanceolate, of & pale greenish
complexion,  One hundred of these may be eultivaled on
an aere successfully, und el be male to yield three dol-
lars worth of frait per year.

In this prolific region of conntry, I observed several of
the most useful species af” the palin family, the pride of
the tropics, and more than any other contributing to give
a pecnliar and imposing charaeter to the vegetation of these
regions. Their lofty, straight and unbranching trunks,
erowned at the summit by a tuft of large, radiating lenves,
gives them an aspect entirely unigne, and far surpassing that
of other trees in majesty. Aside from the grandeur of
their appearance, many of them bardly yield to any other
vegetable in useful properties.  They belong to the mano-
catyledonous division of plants, and have their parts ar-
ranged in theees or one of the multiples of that number.
The calyx has cix divigions, more or less profound ; the
stameng are six in number, and the frait consists of » berry
or drupe, composed of @ substauce sometimes hard and
9('-31)’, Lint more ofton ﬂ(‘..‘:lly 113 ﬁhrmm, surmllnﬂing three ar

-
[
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usually, @ single ane-sceded nut. The stew is simple, or
very ravely branching, and is snstained by a mass of fibrons
"roots at the base.

"Phe specics of the pahn faumily of plants are quite nu-
merows; and among the move useful of the palins may be
mentioned the cocon-nut, the sago, and the date. Though
some of the palm family attain the stature of trees, yet in
some of the speeies the slem rises only a few inches above
the surface of the gronnd.  This stem is round ; hul inter-
nally the fibres arc arvanged in (ascicles, and not in con-
centric circles, as with irees generally,  The stem s
eovered externally with the sheaths of the fallen leaves or
their cieatrices, and is terminated with a tuft of pinnate
or flabelliforiu leaves. The center is soft, while the cir-
cumference is firm and hard Jike horn,  I'rom the midst
of the leaves arises a simple or branching spadix, on which
the numerous small flowers ave disposad, and wlhich at first,
is enveloped in one or several spathwe or sheaths,

While in the valley of Colima, and contemplatiog the
bounlies of ’rovidence bectowed apen man, 1 notieed with
musl attention and admiration the wise economy in natnre
with reference to the amount she might suxlain an an acre
of gromnd,- withont conflicting with the nsual rontine of
other productions. In this respect, 1 saw the coroa-nat
palm planted among coffee, cacno, plantain and banana
trees, and also, wonong sugar-cane and other staple growths,
towering high and serving as n screen to those tender veg-
ctable-like trees, whicl the intense heat of a tropical sim
not unfrequenily teuds to blast.  These palms planfed in
this manner, demand no extra culiivation lrom the growths
mnong which they stand, and may be set twenty feot apart
each way, giving thereby about one hundred trees to the
acre. 1he cocon-nut tree first produces fruit when seven
or cight years old; after which each tree yields annually



I

OF THT MEXICAN CORDILLERA. 291

from lifty to a lnndred nuts, worth in this region of Mexieo,
three cente each.  The manner of propagation vbserved
with respect to this kind, is to prepare a plat of ground
where it can be plentifally irrigated durving the dry season ;
and then the nuts may he set ont two feet apart in ench
direction, care being taken to cullivate and irrigate them
when reguired, till they arve two years old, when they
shold be carcfully laken up, and transplanted to the
orehard ground designated for their bearing.

The cocon-nut is a woody fruit, of an oval shape, from
three ov four fo six or cight inches in length, covered with
a fihrous thusk, mad lined internally with a white, firm and
fleshy  kernel.  ‘This free (cocos nueifera batanically
called) producing the cocos-nut, and being of the palm
family, often vises as i plumbed by a master builder, from
forty to sixty feet high, having on its summit only leaves
or hranches, which appeor fike tmmense feathers, each
fourteem o1 fifteen feet long, three feet broad and winged.
O these, the upper ones are ereet, the middie ones hori-
zontal, and the lower ones ave drooping. The trunk is
naked, straight, amd marked witle the sears of the fallen
leaves. The nuts hang from the summit of the tree in
clusters of a dozen or more together.,  The external rind
of the nut Iins a smooth surfaee, and is of a somewhat trian-
oular shape. This encloses an extremely fibrous substance
of considernble thickness, which immediately survounds the
nut.  The latter has a thick and hard shell, with three
hotes at the base, each closed with a blrek membrane.
The kernel that lines the ahell, is sametimes an inch i thick-
ness, and encloses a considerable quanty of sweet and
walery liquid, of a whitish color, which enjoys the reputa-
tion of milk. The kernel of the nut in taste somewhat
resembles the filhert, and is used as food in various modes
of dressing.  When pressed in a mill, they yield an oil,
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which, in some countries, is the only 6il used attable; and
which, when fresh, is cquad in quality to that of almonds.
The milk or fluid contained in the nut is an exceedingly
cool and agrecable beverage, which, when good, somewhat
resembles the kernel in flavor,  The fibrous husks or couts
which envelope the cocoa-nat, after having been soaked
for some time in water, become soft and remarkably
pliable ; they are then heaten in ovder to free them from
the other substances with whbich they are intermixed, and
which fall away like saw dust, the stringy part only being
left; this is then spun into long yarns, woven into sail-
cloth,or twisted into cables, even for lnrge vessels, The
cordage thus manufactured is in several respects prefera-
ble to that brought from Furope; but particularly for the
advantages which are devived from its floating in water.
The woody shells of the nuts arc eo hard a8 {0 receive a
high polish, and are formed nto drinking cups, which are
much used in the southern portions of the United States,
and tropical countries; and also inlo other domestic
utensils, which are somctimes expensively mounted in
silver. On the summit of the cocoa-nut tree, the tender
leaves at their springing p, are folded over each other, so
as to somewhat resemble a cabbage. Tlese are occasion-
ally caten in place of cuhvary greens, and are a very
delicious food, though expensive, being al the destruction
of the tree. Among the nalives of this country, the larger
leaves are extensively used for the thatehing of buildings,
and arc wronght into Dhaskets, brooms, mats, sacks, iam-
macks and many other useful articles for domestic uses.
The trunks are made into boals by the nalives of the
tropics, and furpish them timber for the constriction of
their houses ; and when their central is cleared away, they
form excellent gutters for the conveyance of water, If
whilst growing, the body of ihe tree be bored, a white and
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pweetisli Hquor exudes frow the wonnd which is called
toddy. Tlis I noticed was collected in vessels of earthen-
ware, and it is mueh esteemod ag a beverage. It is highly
nutritivus and stomachic.  When fresh il is very sweel;
i a few hours it becomes somewhat acid, and in this state
it 13 perfectly agreeable; bul in the space of twenty-four
hours it is complete vinegar. By distiliation, this liquor
¥ields an arlent spirit, sometimes ealled rack, and is more
estecmed than that obtained hy distillation from rice or
sngar.  1f boiled with quick-lime it thickens into a syrup,
which is much liked by the natives.

In this region of country, and towards the sea const,
and up and down it from & shovt distance out of the port
of Manzanillo, I noticed another kind of palm, botanieally
called sagus Rumphii, and to abound seemingly without
end. It grows wikl, forming extensive and shady forests,
which I discovered most agreeable to me, when wishing lo
rest from travel under their extended branclies. The trunk
is upright, and is erowned at the sumnmit with a tufl of pin-
nated leaves, compoused of very numeronx, long, narrow,
smoath and pointed leafleis.  The fruit iz about the size of
a pullet's egg, covered wilh shining scaleg, and is edible.
In the region of its abundant growth in this country, an
extensive and growing Lusiness is parsued by the natives
in gathering the nuts and pressing them in a primitive look-
ing mill, which process is called manufacturing palm oil.
Tt is much esteemed and readily sold in the inland markets,
and also, to forcign vessels. The Lrunk contains a farina-
eceons pith, which is a very wholesome aliment. Sago is
made from it, as from that of most other palms.  IFor this
purpose, the pith is taken out, bruised in 8 mortar, and put
into a cloth strainer; it is then held over a trough, nnd
water being ponred in, the pit}l is washed through the
strainer into the trough below 5 the water then being drawn
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off, the sago is taken ont and dried for use or tramsporta-
tion. It is highly esteemed asan article of food,  Sago is
granulated in a manner sinilar to that adopted in the pre-
paration of Lapioca, made from the manioe, whieh T shall
shorlly meuotion as being found indigenous to Analume.

In taking amore ample survey of Zus huertas de la eiv-
dad de Colima, or the gardens of the eity of Colima, I
obseryed still another varicty of the palm family, known
generally as the date palm; thongh of this class T saw
but few, yet I could really discover no reason why this
palm would not flourish as well here and in the southern
portions of California, and of the United Stales, as in the
region of Biledulgerid.  This is a majestic tree, rismg sixty
feet and upwards; the trank iy steaight, simple, sealy,
elegantly divided by rings, and crowned at the summit by
a tuft of very long pendant leaves, The lcaves are ten or
twelve feat long, composed of alternate narreow folioles,
folded longifudinally, Fhe male and {emale flowers ave
upon different trees.  The fruitis disposed in ten or twelve
very long pendent bunclhies. “This palm is reproduced from
the roots, ur shoots, or by planting the axil of the leavesin
the carth, which is the most approved mode, as fomale
plants may be selected, while a fow males, seattered liere
and there, are quite suflicient.  Gireat eare should be taken
tp watkr them frequently, and protect them from the rays
of the suu, till they have taken root.  Plants raised by this
method will bear fenit in five or six years; while olier-
wige, fifteen or twenty years might be required. When
the male plant is in bloom, the pollen i collected and seat-
tered over the funale flowers.  Joach female produces ten
or twelve bunches every year, which, when gathered, are
hang up in a dry place, until so much of their moisture is
evapnrated, as to allow of’ their being packed.  The fruit
iv an oval, soft, drupe, having a very hard stone, with o
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lomglodinal furrow on one side, and  when fresh, T diseov-
ered itlo possess a delicious perfume and taste.  Dates are
sugary, very nourishing, wholesame, and vequire an pro-
paration.  The best Teuits of this kinds 1 noticed, have
firm flesh, of o yellow color. They ure varied by culture
both in size and shape. A buncl weighing twenty or
Lwventy-five pounds, is worth from eighty cenls to one dol-
lary when of good quality,  This palin may be planted (he
saune distanee apart as the vocon-nul palm, making about
onehundred on i aere, and in the sune manner, nmong
other arborary growths, T was informed that almest every
portion of this most valuable tree is converted into uvae,
T'he wood is very havd, alinost. incoreuptible, and is ueed
for building.  The leaves afior being maceraled in water,
become sapple, and are manafacinred into hats, mate, and
haskets,  The petioles afford filves from which cordage is
made. In China, the nuts after being buent, are much used
in the composition of Indin ink.  Palm wine is made from
the tronk, For this purpose. the leaves ner ent ofl, and
cirenlar ineizion male a little helow the smnmit of the tree,
then n deep and vertical fissure; and avase ix pliced below
to receive the juice, which is prolected from cvaporation,
The time of planting the shoots is early in the spring, and
such stlinations for an erchard of this kind, should beselec-
ted as abound in springs, or enn be easily irrigated at pleas-
wre, It is said this kimd of palm lives from lwo hundred
to three hundred years. Notwithslanding, the trunk s
nsed for the heams and raflers of honszes, and also for
implements of lwusbandry ; the pith of the young frees is
salen, as well as the young aml tender leaves.  Sometimes
ardent spirit is distilled from (he fruity and the stones are
ground to make oil; and the paste that 1s left is given to
wadtle and sheep.  ‘This tree thus concidered, with those [
have just mentioned of this mast valaable family of plants,
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fills, {o nlmost an 7nconcetvable exicnl, that order of nature,
which excites the admiration, and teaches man reverence,
and that the « Deity believed is joy matured.”

In observing many trees quite common to this region,
none scemed mare grateful to me of a hot day, than to fall
in with a Tamariud tree.  Iis shovt trunk, with its hranch-
ing limbs extending out at least twenty feet from the cen-
ter, and its small lcaves, scemed Lo welcome the wearied
traveller, or one walking or riding about to ubserve the
gardens, to the shudes of freshness and repose. This 1= a
Jarge and beautiful tree, belonging to the natural family
leguminosoe. The leaves are pinnate, composed of sixieen
or eighteen pairs of sessile leaflets, which are hall an inch
only in length, and one-sixth in breadth. The flowers are
disposed, five or six together, in Ioose clusters; ihe petals
‘are yellowish, and beautifully vaviegated with red veins,
The pods are thick, compressed, and of dull brown color
when ripe. The seeds ave flat, angular, hard and shining,
and are lodged in a dark, soft, and adhesive pofp. The
{ruit has an agreeable, acid and sweetizh taste, is refriger-
ant and gently laxative. A simple infusion in warm water,
forms in a hot chimale a very gratelul beverage, especially
to invalids, and in casc of febrish diseases.

Along the Mexican coast on the Pacific, and on the mar-
gins of the rivers, and in damp situations, I noliced the
bamboo cane in forest-like form, while its importance for
native use, struck me with its imposing eharacteristics, It

~has a liollow, round, siraight, and shining stem, and some-
times grows to the height of forty feet and upwards; has
knots at the distance of ten or twelve inches from cach
other, with thick, rough; and heavy sheaths, alternate
branches, and small, entire, and spear-shaped leaves,
There is scarcely any plant in hot climates so common as
this, and fow are more extensively useful. Many of the
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imhabitants, especially the uatives of the tropics build their
houses almost wholly of bamboo, and make all sorts of for-
niture with it, in a very ingenious manner. They likewise
fovm with it several kinds of utensils for their kiichens and
tables.  Doxes, baskets, andd many other articles, as well
as the masts of small boats, are made of this valuable plant.
After having been hruised, steeped in swater and formed
imto puilp, paper is manufacthred from the sheaths and
leaves. The stems are frequently bored and nsed as pipes
for conveying waler.  Many of the walking canes nsed in
Burope and in the United Siafes, are formed of young
“hamboo shoots,

Within the tropies, I have Irequently noticed the natives
birilding n bamboo house, which was done by cutting the
_canes off twelve or filteen feet long, and digging n trench
the cireninference of the house plot, and near cighteen
diches deep, when the canes are set in rows close together,
leaving a space for doors aned windaows, and thén the earih
is thrown hack and trod campactly,  The vaflers and heas
to these honsges are compased of the same plant, while they
are covered with palm Ieaves.

In my review of plants and {reeg, and of their prodnc-
tions and adaptation townrds supplying the wants of man
in a native state, while sojourning in Mexico, the charac-
teristics of the Jatropha manthot or the manioe, enforced
the utility of this plant npon me, as one deserving of high
consideration. It was well known to the Aztecs, was culti-
vated by them, and it formed among them one of their most
valuable staples of life. It is a tortnons shrnh, allied fo
the eastor-oil plant, and feresting from the nutrilious
gualities of itavoots. It is indigenous to fyopieal America.
The stem is smooth, hranching, amd six or seven feet high 3
the leaves are alternate, deeply divided into from theee to
seven lobes, whiclt are lanceeolate, acnie, and entive; the
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flowers are disposed in loose compound raccmes, nud the
ealyx is reddish or pale yellow.,  The fruit is alinost plob-
ular, and is compesed of three cells, each containing a
sliining sced about as large as those of (he eastor-oil plant,
It is easily cultivated, grows rapidly, produces abundantly,
and sccommodates itself’ to most. every ntmosphere, and
nlso to alinost every kind qf soil.  The voots altain thesize
of the thigh, requiring a year to bring them to that perfec.
tion nor ean they he kept in the ground for a longer
period than two seasons. Tt iz said that ene acre of mnn-
ioc will nourish more persons than six acrves of wheat, 1
am {oll by those who understand the enltine of this plant,
that every part of it is filled with a mitky juice, which is
almost. instant paison, bringing on deatlh n a few minutes
when swallowed; and it may well exeile surprise that
human ingennity shoulit have canverted its roofs into an
neticle of' @, Ioar this pnrpose (he reats are ground in
n mill, or pounded to the consisteney of paste, whicluis then
pul into sacks, and these ave exposed for several hours to
the action of a very heavy press. Ry this means, it is
deprived of all the poisonons jnice, and the pesidue ig enlled
cassgvr.  Cassava flour, when kept free from moistare,
will continue good for filteen or twenly years, It is very
nutritious, half' n pound a day Leing sulficient for one per-
son, It is also the basis of severnl different heverages,
some of which are acid, agreeable, and oven nutritive.
The substance called tapinea, is separated from the fbrous
part of the roats by taking a small quantity of the pulp,
afler the julee is extracted, and working it by hand, 511
a thick white cream appears on the surface. This being
scraped off and washed in water, gradually subsides to the
Lottom. After the water is ponred ofl, the remaining inois-
ture is dissipated by a slow fire, and the substance, being
constantly stirred, gradunlly forms inte grains aboul as
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Inrge ne those of sxgo.  This is considered the purest and
most wholesome part of the manioc.
Adios,
Senor,
AGRICOLA.
CINCINNATUS.
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LETIER XLVIL

Banian Tree, and lis Frait--Deseelption of -Manize, Its general Use--Famine--Pale
de Vacn, & Cow ‘Iree—Baseriptlon theveol = Yariefy of lums - Peravian Bark
==T'he I'ree—=Deacilpilon of=Saranpacilln Yine-<1ind of Capsicnm--Maliagany
and Lopwoad Trees - Degerlption of-=Vanilla“1*lant, and ils sc.

Anmteo Mio ——The celebrated banian iree, so well
know and g6 mucl vencerated in the East from ils shading
propensities, solicited of me o moment’s attention ; especially
one day when I had become much fatigued from walking.
I noticed but few * the bamian trees; however, I under-
stood them to be indigenous to the country. It appears to
be one of the most- remarkable euriosities of the vegetable
kingdom. It never dies; for every branch shoots down-
wards, and striking into the ground, becomnes jiself n parent
tree, whose branches in like manuer spread. T snw several
which would shelter at least one thousand persons, all at
once, The bark ig rather brownish, or ashy color, and
when a branch is cut off) there issues from the ineision a
milky juice, which is very adhesive aud gluiinous. I noticed
a small fruit growing on these trees, which very mneh re-
sembles the fig in shape, of a scarlet color, and is used in
the same manner as cncumbers for pickles.

This region also prddiices maize, in connection with the
other prodnctions, which T have attempted to deseribye,
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Lhe cultivation of il is far more extensive than that of the
plantain, banana or manioe.  Advancing towards the een-

tral plaing, one meets with fields of this important plant all
- the way from the const to the valley of Tolucea, which is

upwards of three thousantl feet above the sex.  Notwith-
standing the bounicous productions of nalure in her fruits
and othier grains in the Mexienn Republic, maize must be
considered ns the prineipal food of the people, as well ag of
most of the domestic animals ; and the year in which the
mnize harvest fails, is one of famine and misery to the in-
habitants. It was a staple production among the Aztecs,
- and formed the staff of their subsistance. Out of the stalks
they manufactured their syrups and sugavs ; and the kernels
being smashed or ground beiween two stbnes, one being a
hand stone, aud the other hollowed out to receive them ;
the paste or substance munuluctured thus, was manipulated
in guch a anuer as to give a round ball of it the form of a
pancake, thongb thinner, wiich custom or usage has been
handed down to the present time. The cakes thus made
were baked on stones in the prisline days of Anghuac; but
at present, on thin iren plates over a conl fire.  The fecun-
dity of the Mexican variety of maize is astonishing ; fertile
lands yielding uswally a return of threc hundred or four
Jiundred fold. Of all the gramina cultivated by man, none
is s6 unequal as this in its produce ; as it varies in the samep
field, accarding to the scason, from forty to two hundred or
three hundred for one.  If the harvesis are good, the plant-
er makes his fortime more rapidly than by any other grain ;
the price varying from fifty cents to two doltlars per fifty
pounds. But frightful dearths sometimes occur, when the
natives are obliged fo feed on mripe fruit, cactus; berries,
and roofs. Diseases arise in consequence ; and these fam-
ines are usually aitended wilth a great mortality among the
children.  During this scason of famine, aft domestic ani-

mals suffer, nearly in like manner.
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The émin when beateu affords a nutritive bread called
arepa, aud the meal is employed in making soups or grucls,
which are mixed with sugar, houey, and even somctimes
with pounded potatos. Many kinds of drinks are also pre-
pared from it, some resembling beer, while others do cider.
In the valley of Tolucea, the stalks are squeezed between
two cylinders, and from the fomented juice a spirituous
liquor, called pulguede makes, is produced.

As one among the most striking curiosities of nature,
which has as yet come to my knowledge in this strange
country, I was shown, one day in a craggy place, and while
ou the western slope of the Mexican Cordillern, a trec called
by the natives, palo de¢ vaca, that is, cow tree. My atten-
tion was arrested by the pecfiliar uniqueness of the nams,
and my curiosity became much excited to discover the
reason of iis being so called. 1t appears to be peguliar to
the littoral Cordillera. ‘Tliis tree has obluhg pointed leaves,
with a somewhat fleshy fruit, containing one, or sometimes
two nuts. When an inocision is made in the trunk, there
issues abundantly a thick glutinous milky fluid, perfectly
free from acrimony, and having an agreecable smell.  When
exposed to the air, the juice presents on its surface a yellow-
ish cheesy substance, in membranous layers, which are
elastic, and in five or six days beeome sour, and afterwards
putrify. Contemplating the character of this tree, a few
drops of a vegetable flutd impresses one with the power and
fecundity of nature. It grows on the parched side of a
rock not unfrequently, having a dry and leathery foliage,
while its large woody roots scarcely penstrate into the
ground. Xor several months in a year its leaves are not
moistened by a shower, its branches look as if they were
dead or withered ; but when the trunk is bored, a bland
and nourishing milk flows from it. I understood that, at
sun-rise, this vegetablie fountsin would flow most freely.
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Never was there a conutry morve verified by Seripture, with
reference to the fountains of life flowing freely, than this;
for behold here the ving and the fig tree, the milk and the
houey !

In the city of Colima, and all through the country on
ranchos and haciendas, T saw three kinds of plums, which
I should think ail indigenous, having a purple, greenish, and
yellow color when ripe ; the first is mueh the largest, being
about the size of a pullet’s egg, and having soinewhat the
resemblance in shape to a crab apple; the others ave
sinaller, but partake of the same form,  They are all aweet,
scaveely baving a subacid taste, wlren ripe; and in this
state, the pulp is remarkable mellow, while the stone ig
rather Iarger than thal of the best class eultivated in the
United Swates. The tree resembles the fig tree both in
gize, form, and also in the cblor of ils burk; and with
respect to the habit of its being reproduced, 3138 by slips or
shoots, which, if large when cut off; will bear a considerable
fruit the next year; the time for setting themin the ground
being in the midst of the rainy season, June and July.
These plum trees blossom 1n Mareh and the fruit begina to
be abundant about the first of May. They present a most
striking anomaly in the characteristics of firuit-bearing trees,
with reference to their ripening their fruit before the leaves
begin to shoot out. This appearance is truly unique, and
creates in one a spontaneous glow of admiration, when he
beholds them in all the different stages of perfecting these
golden bounties assigned to man. The blossomd are of a
scarlet color, though somewhat resembling the lilae, and
issue forth in clusters on the ends of the branches, and
along their lateral surface.

There is also another species of this clags of plums, which
I noticed growing abundantly, and in & wild state, among
other forest trecs. It regembles those mentioned in every

\
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respect, except the fruit is rather oblong, ved, and possess-
ing o remarkable acidity.

Having closed my obscrvations with regard to the culti-
vated productions and fruits, having come under my notice
in this prolific country, especially in this region, may it not
be presuming 1o note and consider whal nature bas hare
spread out in her forests, to promote the happy condition
of man! '

Before this, I had frequently vead descriptions of the
Peruvian tree, so celehrated for bearing the Peruvian bark,
whiclh is so wel known and distinguished for its natural
medicinal propertics in feverish diseases, both as tonie and
stomachic; especially its exiracted snbstance called
guinine. This tree is one of the various species of chin-
chona, which is the spontaneous growth of many parts of
tropical America. I wasinformed by Sciior Barney of

jolima that it abounded nexnr the coast, and that lie had
tested its properties. A few of the trees came nnder my
nolice; and in appenrsnee this tree resembles somewhat
a cherry tree, and hears clusters of red flowers.  The bark
15 of three kinds; the ved, the yellow, and the pale. The
crown bark, as the highest priced is termed, is of a pale,
yellowish red. Xt is much used here in case of fevers.
The troe or medicinal kind of smilax, known commonly as
Sarsaparilla, abounds throughont the Mexican coast dn the
Pacifiec. Much of this is gathered by the natives, baled in
packages of one hundred and fifty pounds, and brought
into Colima for sale. Ttis then shipped to foreign coun-
tries, Burope and the United States, It is a green vine,
usually spiny, and seems in its boianical characters allied
to the asparagus, but different in its habit. The lenves are
scattered, coriaceous or membranous, enlire, nerved, and
usuaily more or less hearl-shaped; while the leaf-stalks
are provided with tendrils at their Lase. The flowers are
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dicceions, ehiefly disposed in litile axillary umbels, and the
. corolla is divided Into six lobes; and the male flowers have
‘ ._six stamens. The Fruit is a small globular berry, usually
having three seeds. 'Lhe roots are very long and slender,
with a wrinkled bark, brown externally and white within,
and have a small, woody heart. They are inedorous,
Laving a mucilaginous and a slightly bitter taste, with
somewhat sudorific and dioretic properties ; yet in a slight'
degree; and arc in this country considered amost valuable
specific by the natives, in vencreal and scrofilous discases.
~ In extensive domeslic use among the families at Co-
lima, and throughout the country, 1 observed a kind of
capsicum. This pepper tree abounds extensively in the
forests along the coast, though somewhat back from it, and
might, with the articles:just mentioned, and with those
“under consideration, be made most valuable objects of cam-
merce. It is ratlier succulent, perennial and shrubby in
its habit. The leaves are sumple, smooth, veined, and
somewhat pubeseent.  The flowers are disposed in nearly
filiform aments, are destitnte of eitlier calyx or carolla, and
are separated by very small scales ; these amonts or spikes
ace opposite to the Jeaves or texminal.  The pods are from
one to two inchcs long, somewhat conc-shaped, with rounded
base, and before {ully ripe, of a dack greenish color, The
taste i3 remarkably pimgent, scamingly much teote so than
that of the Cayenne pepper sauce, which is so ¢omimon in
the market.  The fruit of this plant or shrub is caten here
in large quantities, both with animal and vegetable food,
and iz mixed in greater or less proportion, with alinost all
kinds of sauces. Most of the species of peppers are almodst
strictly confined within the Iimits of the tropics, and abound
particularly in the equatorial regions of America.
Again while sojourning in thiz foveign land, I observed
towards the coast, the Mahogany tree presenting its chae-
M
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acterislics; lofty, beautiful and allicd to the Pride of India.
The tree is of a rapid growth, and its trunk often has &
diameter of four feet.  1ts leaves are pinnate, composed of
four pairs of oval, acuminate, entire leaflets, and destitute
of a terminal vue.  The flowers are small and while, being
disposed in loose panicles. The fruit is a hard, woody,
oval capsule, about as large as a turkey’s egg.  The wood
is havd, compact, reddisk-brown, and susceptible of a ligh
polish. 1 could but admire this family of trees when I
contemplated the varions uses to which the wond is applied,
both among the civilized and enlightened, for articles of
taste and polish.

Not departing from my position, acres of logwood trees,
of the leguminosee family, presented the aspect of practi-
cable and commercial utility ; however, these trees grow
wild, and in moist places, ‘Lhis species of trec is small
and straggling; the leaves are pinnate; and the flowers
small, yellowish, and are disposed in axillary racemes at
the extremity of the usually spinons branches, The wood
is red, tinged with orange and black, and so heavy as to
sink in water, and susceptible of receiving a good polish.
Thousands of cords of this wood are cut in the rear of San
Blas and Mazatlan, and other convenient ports on this
Mexican coast, packed in on mules and burros, sold for one
cent a peund, and shipped in return in Turopean vessels
which import foreign merchandise. T noticed mare of this
logwood traunsported and corded up at Mazatlan than at
any other port 1 visited on the Pacific side,

In the forests of this region, I noticed & parasitical plant
or vine called vanilla, a genus of orchidaceous plants. Tt
is found in mest of the tropical parts of America. The pod
is of a yollowish color, corrigated, nbout cight inches long,
and comaining in its CELViLy, besides numerous minute
black secds, a black, oily and halsamic substance, Its {ra-
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grance is owing to the prescnce of benzoic acid, crystals of

hich form upon the pod if left nndisturbed. The proper-
ties of this plant were well known to the Aztecs, and were
used then as now, in flavoring chocolate, and other culinary
and confeetionary dishes, and also liquors.

Having written and explained fa you, amigo mio, much
of my observations in this region, as well as in other por-
tions of Mexico where I have fraveled, in every sense
which my knowledge of the arts and sciences will admit,
in view of being nnprepared to note the passing scenes and
natural phenomena with any other instruments than my
eyes, reason, judgment, pencil and paper; you will please
accept of this small contribution of light, without my affix-
ing to it any lengthened or customary apology. However,
while yet I retain my position and thoughts here, I cannet
suppress my confemplation and admiration of {hig great
and bountiful country. Nalure has given it mountains
towering many thousansl feet into the air, that scem to
divide the clouds and serve as electric rods to induce gentle
showers to pour upon the fertile earth; it has formed it
with all that varied altitude and climate contributing to the
health, comfort and Inxuries of man; it has Javished upon
it all the grains, vegetables and fruits required to sustain
his real or pampered wants; it has conceived within its
bowels all the precious metals, as well ag useful, yet dis-
covered for his exchange and use; and finaily, it has
united in its voleanic throes, and eruptions, and contribu-
tions, a soil so quick and ever rcady to receive the impress
of his labor, in almost all the tropical prodnctions, and as
bountiful in returning to him a most ample reward.

Adios,

Sefior,
AGRICOLA.
CiNCINNATUS.
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LETTER XLVIIL

Orange, Lemon, Citron, and Flg Trees—Degeription of--Grape ¥ine—Iis adaptation
to portlons of Mexico—Dlrds, Anlmals, and Inscets.

Awrco Mio :—Before taking leave of the city of Col-
ima, and while my mind is still aliveto a full view of the
fruitful family of plants and trees, tasicfully ornamental to
plots surrounding private residences, and to pleasure-
grounds, 1medicinally conducive to health in the pliable pro-
motion of the digestive crgans; and notoriously valuable
to commerce; the orange, the lemon, the citron, and the fig,
should not be passed over in silence, nor without consider-
ing their interesting and beautiful characteristics, as they
hold so eminent a rank in the estimation of the world, for
their various uses and appliances. The Orange tres islow,
evergreen, and branching, bearing oblong, .oval, acute,
smooth and shining leaves, inserted on winged leaf-stalks,
by which character, it is easily distinguished from the
lemon. The flowers are white, containing about twenty
stamens, and are disposed in clusters of from two to six
upon a common peiuncle. The fruit is glohose, hright yel-
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low, and contains a pulp, consisting of & collection of oblong
vesiclas filled with & sugary and and refreshing juice ; itis

“’esides, divided into eight or ten compartments, cach con-
taining several sceds. I noticed here several varieties;
the sweet or Chiua, the bitter or Seville, the Maltese, and
Sluiddock. The orange tree is exceedingly long-lived, like
the grape vine, and is still considered young at the age of
one hundred years, An essential oil is obtained from the
flowers, which is hardly less appreciated than the ottor of
roses.  Fhe wood of this tree is fine grained, compact, sus-
ceptible of a fine polish, and is employcd inthe arts. The
Shaddock is a large species of orange, attaining the diam-
etér of seven or eight inches, with a white, thick, spongy,
and bitter rind, and a red or white pulp, of a sweet taste,
mingled with acidity. "The rind of this orange, after being
soaked in lime water twelve hours or more, is much used
in different countries; for conserves, stewed down in white
or hrown sugar. -

The lemon trec I saw in o few gardens in this city ;
bowever, its general growth, so as to form an article of
commerce to any extent, has not come under my observa-
tion in Mexico. It is congemweie with the orange nnd cit-
ron, and belongs to the natural family citrus. Its slature
i3 that of a small tree, or a large shrub; the leaves are
oval, pointed, biwice a3 long as broad, and like those of the
other species, contain scattered glands, which are filled
with a volatile oil. The beauty of its smooth evergreen
foliage, and the delightful fragrance of the flowers and of
the fruif, have contributed to make it a favorite of atten-
tion and cultivation, as a reviving and solacing ornament,
in almost every clime. 'The shape of the fruit is oblong ;
but its internal structure does not differ much from the
orange. The juice is acid and agreeable ; and mixed with
water and sugar, it forms the well known refreshing drink
called fononnde, used thronghout the eivilized world.
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The citron is a small evergreen shrub, the parent stock
being citrns medica; baving large or slightly indenied
shining leaves, of somewhat oval shape, yet pointed,
with no remarkable appendage on the footstalis of the
leaves. 'The flowers are large and white, though purplish
on the outside of the pctals.

The citron is oblong, with a very thick rind; and the
frait partaking of the same quality as the lemon, with the
exception of Deing somewha¢ less acid, is seldom eaten
raw; but it is preserved in sugar as a sweetmeat. The
juice is procured by simply squeezing the fruit, and then
straining it through a linen or any loose filter, and is con-
sidered a most valuabie remedy for the senrvy., The
external part of the rind has a grateful aromatic and bitter
taste, which renders it useful in cookery. When dried, it
is esteemed a good stomahie, promotes the appetite, and is
otherwise qelvmeab]e as medicine.

The ﬁo' tree flourishes in this repion; and the froit
attaing that perfection and sugary mellowness, unknown to
the same varictics in the United Siates. The most deli-
cious and valuable 1 suw weie the purple, the yellow, and
‘the white. Considering the qpalities of the fig, it must e
the climate in a great measure, that promotes this distin-
guishable characteristic in the flaver and ricliness of its
pulp, in the low allitudes within the tropics. The culliva-
ted fig tree seems to bear a strong resemblance to the ban-
ian tree, which I saw in this portion of the country, with
reference to its leaves, bark, the manner of the {ruit flow-
ers and the form of the frait, with the execption the Intter
13 lacking the size and tuste, and possessing more of a
milky sapin its bark. The stem grows from twenty to thirty
feet high, with a trunk sometimes lwo feet in diameter,
giving out a great number of long, twisted, and pliant
branches, which are grayish and rough when young, The
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Teaves are deciduous, of the size of the hand, having from
‘ireé to five rounded lobes. The flowers are very small,

sexual, contained in great numbers in a common recep-~
ticle, which is fleshy and connivent at the summit, where it
is alraost elosed by a series of little teeth.  The male flow-
ers occupy the superiov part of this recepticle, and the
female, which are the most numerous, the bottom, and all
the remaining part of the cavity ; each ovary becomes a
ceed, surrounded with a pulp, which fogether with the
receptncle, forms the {rmt.

The fruit is solitary, commonly of n purplish color, hav-
ing a soft, swect, and fragrant pulp. The process of
increasing and ripeving the frait, I am told, is an art which
requires much attention. The operation is rendered nec-
“essary by the two following facts, naimely ¢ that the ealti-
vated fig-bearers have mostly female flowers, while the male
flowers are abundant upon the wild fig tree; and secondly,
that the flower of the fig is npon the inside of the teceptaclé, -
which constitutes the fruit. Tt is hence hctessary,; Where
fics are produced for commorce, to surround the plantation
and gardens containing the trees, witl) branches and limbs,
bearing mnle flowers, from the wild fig tree; thus preparing
the way for the fertilizing of the female flowers in the gar-
den.  And from these wild fowers, the fertilizing pollen is
borne te the female flowers upen the wings and legs of small
inscets, which are found {o inhabit the fruit of the wild fig
trce.  The easiest mode of re-producing this tree is by
stickers, separated from the roots of old trees, and aleo, by
boughs sut off and get in Lhe ground in the spring, or during
the rainy season af summer within the tropics.

Thronghout my travels on the western stope of the Mex-
jean Cordillera, few cultivated grape vines attracted my
a‘tenlion; and it is my impression that little attention is paid
to the produrtion of this most esculent and nutritious fruit,
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except in Lower California and Soncra, and in allitudes
varying from four thousand feet to seven thousand or ore,
above the sea. I'rom my knowledge of the wet and dry
seasons in the regions of Colima, Zapotlan, Sayula, Guadal-
ajara, Tepie, Mazatlan, Culiacan, and Guaymas, L can see
no good reason why the cultivation of the vine could not be
advantageously pursued, not only as an article of luxury,
but as one of the most valuable staples of the country, in
the production of wine and ralsins.  For the rainy scason
seldom continues ¢ver four months in a year, June, July,
August and September ; and during the other cight months
called the dry senson, with a heot sunshine and serene sky,
and also, with warm nighis, thal promofe a most vigorous
growth, the vine might, by observation, be so pruned und
brought into bearing, as to ripen its {ruit exclusively in
that period. In the small village of Lahaina on Bdoui,
one of the Hawailan Islands, 1 was told by an intelligent
gentleman, Reverend Alexander, of Labainaluna, that, from
his observation of the grape vine there, and on the lee side
of ihat island, it would ripen its fruit almost universally in
five months after pruning; thus pruning the vine the first
of December; would give the eitizens of Lahaina ripe grapes
on the firstof May. ‘This being thc case at the Fslands, in
Jatitude about twenty-one degrecs north, why should or
would it not be cqually so in the same latitnde, or varying
ten or twenty degrees to the southward, on the continent,
possessing always any shade of climate by its altitude ?
During my Mexican travels, T had no means of catching
wild birds nor animalg, except by shooling them, which I
did not much approve of in a strange antt foreign country ;
as the only objeet I could allege in extenuation of such a
slaughter, would be, to safisfy speculative curiosity, yet not
ta subserve the purpose of food, nor of raiment ; thercfore,
I bave but little to advance upon the subjects of ornithology,
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"zoology, or insects, in addilien to my previous casual, and
assing remarks, In the groves of fruit trees, and in the
‘rests wild, I beheld the whole family of parrots, and many
of the feathered tribe peenliar to the United States, as well
“ns to Mexico, being birds of passage ; such as the northern-
buzzard, king bird, mocking bird, blue-backed warbler,
yellow warbler, different species of owls, crows, larks and
eagles, also ducks and geese, grouse, pheasants, yellow-
throated warbler, red-cyed warbler, great American king-
fishor, and many more which T will forbear to specify ; and
others peculiar to Blexico, and {ropical America, such as
the sympathetic Anhima, which, leosing its mate, stays by
the spot, mournlal and pensive, secking no fodd, tilf it dies
also; the Mexiean pewee-tyrant, also the obseure, the black-
ish; the bearded and musical tyrant, the red flyeatcher,
“silent thrush, long-billed mocking bird, blue mocking bird,
plain warbler, Mexican robbin, striped finch, Mexican go]d
finch, coronated jay, famous jay, Mexican red bird, white-
billed parvot, eoronated foncan, ant-cating wood-pecker,
Mexieau bittern, elegant wood-pecker, yellow-throated tree
climber ; the refulgent, sea-green, broad-tailed, broad-billed,
double-fork-tailed Mexican star, and amethiystine, species of
humming birds; the destroying eagle, Brazilian caracars, '
long-winged buzzard, gray tyrant, Domingo hangnest, mili-
tary mackaw, and the black-eared hwmming bird ; and also
many more, yet I will withhold a desire to enlarge this list.
Of birds which serve as food,in this Repudlic, for the use of
man, there are aboul sixiy kinds included in this class,
and fifty-seven kinds of birds of plumage,~—both gay and

beautiful.
With regard to wild animalg, T noticed a few which are

not common to high latitudes in North America, and 1 was

informed of some species as being peculiar to tropical

America, and existing in Mexico; such as a species of the
at*
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Lynx, the Canndian porcupine, a peculiar kind of swine,
small and somewhat resembling the hedgehog i several
kinds of monkies, somewhat unique to this couniry ; also, o
tiger-cat ; however, other specics, peculiar to North Ameries,
abound in the low or high lands of Mexico; such as deer,
bisou, bears, antclopes, wild-cats, catamounts, panthers,
different kinds of wolves, beavers, and alligators. And
further, about the uplands, and also the lowlands, I observed
the magpie, wiid torkies, and most of the gallinaceous tribe,
the tribe of eagles; earion-crows, wild hees, butterilies, ‘arge
bats and ants, together with sandflies, gallinippers ; and with
all, that creeping tribe of reptiles, both loathsome and revolt-
ing to man, yet peculiar to the tropics. Moreover, there
may be added to this list of animated nature, several kinds
of animals and reptiles, as the tapir, jagour, cougar, acelat,
jagrarundt, tagnicati, javeli, porcupines, anteaters, gluttons,
sloths, weasels, paleeats, armadillos, cavies, rattle-snakes,
lizards, two species of box, and a species of murex, produc-
ing a fine purple dye.

Throughout the tropieal forests of Mexico, the plumage
of birds, the lair of animals, and the down of insects;
glossy, refulgent, and beautiful ; or coarse, thin, and almost
destitute with some ; or scarcely discernable upon others;
impress man respectively with peculiar notions as to the
influence of climate, varying much from animated nature,
within the temperate zones; whilst the melodions notes of
the aerial songsters, the roaring, howling, and hissing of
animals and reptiles, and the buzz of inseets, remind one of
peculiaritics in animal instinet, adapted to climate, and a
Tife of joyful festivity, without a eare for future stores.

Adios,
Senor,

AGRICOLA.

CINCINNATUS.
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Figa.

Axrco Mro :—This portion of Mexico (the district of
Colima) like most of the other parts that have come under
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my notice, scems to lack that elastic spark which shonld
consiruct, marshal and eondnet the nerve, the encrgy of the
nation to prosperity, happiness and {he mutual alliance
with the [irst powers of the world. The Government lacks
home regulations, parental cave and foretheught with ref-
erence to encouraging its peeple to pursue with mevensed
vigor and study the aris and scicnces, devoling more cir-
cumspection and advantageous measures as to the promo-
tion of agriculture, the hasis of all other sources of wenlth,
importance and true preferment. It bas been the cnstom
Lere, as elsewhere, for the one who plows and tills the soil,
bringing bis produce to mavket, to be nceessitated to pay
at las Goritas, a consideration ad valorem for the privilege
of selling it in the cities. Tt isthis tax imposed direct]y
upon the industry of the country, which the husbandmen
have to pay openly, previowsly to selling whatsocver they
may bring in, instead of the retail dealers, thatiTetters their
energies and wills, without being the least encouwraged by
generous laws, tending to rewatd the sweat of their brows.

It is reported and generally believed that full two-thirds
of the landed estate of this Repablic are in the possession
of the Clergy, who let it out, it ig said, so as to ensure
themsclyes at least five per cent. clear on the original
investment. I lrave heard it said generally, that this class
ore ever ready to lend money, taking mortgages on real
estates advantageously situated, but that they never sell
lands nor want monecy, so as to movtgage their estates;
therefore, if I may Dbe piously excused by the reverend
gentlemen, no compatison I can conceive, will hit thern so
appropriately and characteristically, as likening them fo the
Norwegian Mrelstrom.  In fact, the whole country bends
its proud, tropieal growth to being so ecclesinstically and
politically hag-ridden, with male attire, in the form of aspi-
ranta to high positions, that it is really a query—a wonder
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it yot breathes—and the presumption is that it would net,
were it not within the most genial influence of the tropics |

Tu spealing of the Mexican Republic thus plainly, in &
religious and poiifical sense, 1 do not wish to be understood
#1_(, in this great national cauldron which ceases not to
0il by the reason of its voleanic fires, there is no good
and patriotic worth in the country; that I bave from any
one, met with maltreaiment; but T do wish to be under-
stood 1o say, that this nation has mistaken its purpose and
spot; that its race is nearly run ; that it scarcely survives
cach successive chulition and eruption; and that the hectic
flush i1s sometimes deceptive of hope, yet as often dies
away, fast consuming its vitalz.

Having feasted my eyes and reason for some time past
in this lovely country, and wished many a time that it
could be happily governed--—that its natural resources were
in a rapid progress of developemeni-—and that internal
imptovements were begun and consteucted, in order to
cqualize the fruitful season of one portion of the country
with the unfruitful season of another part, as affording
means of inland transportation, thereby anticipnling famine
and guarding against it; T fecl most assuredly now a nat-
ural desire to turn my thoughts towards home—the Land
of Promisc—the El Dorado of the West.

Towards the last of April, (1856) being under the im--
pression that the Micaragua Line of Steamers would touch
in at the port of Manzanillo, I was kindly supplied with
saddle-mules and a servant to accompany me to the port,
through the attentive courlesy of Sefior Barney, to whom
I feel under many obligations for the cordial and welcome
exiension of his lonse to my wants and pleasure, while I
sojourned in the region of Colima. Being well armed and
mounted, and taking leave of those whom I have every
reason to esteem, I departed from Colima in the afternoon,
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accompanied by my servant, and rode {ill dusk, making
{wenty miles. We encamped at an Indian rancho till
about twelve o’clock ; and soon alter encampment, partaking
of some eggs, tortillas and milk, I lay dewn under abanzan
tree to rest.

Most of the country I had traveled over inthe afternoon
was a fertile plain, with a few low hills and ridges near the
trail, and abounding with a few growths only of any kind,
- with the exception of eactus, some of which resembled a
tree, with refcrence to its frunk aud doughs. The graceful
* curve of these atiracted my attention and excited my admi-
ration, bearing a delicious and cooling fruit, of a ycllowish
color, oblong, juicy, and quite full of small seeds. Through
this part, I noticed many other species of this plant, but
none calling forth so much pleasurable sensation as the
kind called cactus grandiflorus, or the night-flowering and
creeping cereus. The blossom of this species, though very
short-lived, is a splendid natural production, surpassing the
imagination of art, or the combination of art and scieace.
It bcglns to open in the evening between seven or eight
o'clock, and by eleven o’clock it is fully blown, and at four
or five o’clock in the morning it beging to fade; soon after
which it droops its beautiful head pensively downward,
falling into a state of irrecoverable decay. When the plant
is large, several blossoms will open in the same night, and
there will be a suecession of them for several nights fogether.
The calyx when expanded, is about six inches in diameter,
yet sometimes, I have seen it nearly a foot, yellow within,
and dark brown without. The petals are many, and are of a
pure white, while the great number of recurved stamina
surrounding the style in the cenler of ihe blossom, lends o
give it a grand and beautifully imposing appearance.

The settlements through this afterncon’s travel were
sparse, not possessing any peculiar characteristics which
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shiould give rise to any lengthened remarks.  The country
was mosily level, and el rio de Almeria was most of the
way confined to the trail; though at times diverging from
it, as the surface of the country scemed to directits course.
It had been dry for nearly eight months, and consequently,
the river was low, and the country did not so generally
pres‘- that intercsting picture that it wonld have done,
had it been in the vainy season.  Such a trail, and in such
a country, is truly lonely to a stranger;  moreover,
especially, when night ushers in her sable mantle, one
naturally feels an involuntary shudder thrill his veins,
and cause his pulse to beat quickly. Prior to the departure
from my encampment this night at twelve o'clock, I felt a
fearful apprehension as to my own safety, with respect to
proceeding {urther on the {rail till day-light, However,
the time came, and having duly prepared myself in the
saddle for the oceasion, and my scrvant being mounted, we
carefully proceeded forward.

From the rather shabby aspect of my servant, and his
casual sang froid with reference to keeping ahead of me n
few feet, 1 did not know but that he might be one of the
notorious band of ludrones, who infest this trail, and thereby
render it exceedingly dangerous to travelers having asy
meand with them. Passing along with slight elevations on
either side, sometimes close; then farther off) afterwards
through a wooded district, and occasionally erossing a small
stream which appeared to wend its way by the trail, I
heard in the grim stillness of the night, with woodland all
aroundeme and with bare starlight, a yell on my left about
one-quarter of a mile off; it was repeated several times
immediately, and my servant answered it once apparently
with a mixed emotion of surprisc and pleasare ; in a mo-
ment, I rode up to him, telling him in Spanish if he
answered again to that or a similar yell, during the night,
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and putting my' revolver near his ear, T would shoot him
instantly ; and that too, with such ineaning in my expres-
sion, that he fook timely warning and obeyed my injunc-
tion. The yell was continued for some time, apparently
passing on a trail paralicl to the one I was traveling.

Eye long, we begnn to ascend a rvidge which formed the
divide between the valley and the littoral landscape,
‘shelving towards the const.  Taving surmounted the ridge,
anfl passing along on a slow pace, my attention was arres-
ted by another yell, and ai the same time, I observed in a
recess by the side of the trail, three erosses / indicating this
to have Dbeen the fatal spot where ladrone-like deeds had
been commitied, and where the Catholiec Chureh had
reared ‘wooden symbols of her faith. T grasped my revol-
ver with' }'enewcd viger and determination in self-defence
though we passed on unmolested, vet I felt impressed with
the conviction that my preeaution in preventing farther
answers, after having heard the first yell, and seeing the
character of my servant, had saved me from the like fate of
those who lay buried beneath the crosses.

From the knowledge I have been able to obtain, respect-
ing the character of ladrones, by conversing with intelligent
Mexicans, the olsect of this yell was to kuow who T was,
how I was armed and accompanied, which I immediately
dlscoveréd woand also, that my servant desired to iake the
advantage of me, knowing that T wasa forelgner and per-
haps, thinking me unacquainted w1th the Spanish language
50 as to defect him.

IPor some distance past, small forest trees and treeping
vines, and also plants skirted owr trail; and one of  the
most useful of these plants was Jalap. The properties of
this plant were known to the Aztecs. The plant is an
herbaceous twining vine, having cntire cordate or three to
five lobed leaves, and large, wiite flowers with purple
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veins. The root, which is the part employed a8 a purga-
tive in medicine, is very large, sometimes weighing fifty
pounds or more. :

Morning came, and it was beantiful ; for every now and
then I passed small streams pouring into la Almeria, and
on which and along their sides, 1 beheld the Indian and
mixed setilements, cultivatppg thewr small patehes of maize,

plantains, cocon-uut paling, a few caeao” trees, coffee trees; =

sngar-cane, cotton, rice, plum and. dl_'@_éé trees, with..t'ffpir
congenerics, and in fact, most of the prodictions and fruits
common. to this portion of Mexico; but seemingly on a
scale barvely suflicient for$ome consuwmption.  The forest
seemed enlivened by the songs of the gay and feathered -
tribe, beautifully clad with various tints, yet the frevailing -
enes were a dark green and golden, peculiar to the sunmny
Sotrth.  The soil is guick, fertile, and generous to conceive
the labor of man; and were if culiivated and cared for,
even to a small extent, where famine occasionally prevails
and all its consequences, a superabundance would invite all
classes, in every porlion of this most prolific country, to
partake more largely of the bountics of the earth.

Passing on, twelve leagnes before reaching the port, I
arrived at the lake or el logo. de Cugutlan, wlich extends
to within half a mile of the port of Manzanillo. It is sup-
posed to be two miles wide, and tweuty-five,miles long s |
and near ils margin it is extremely marshy, and low,
scrubby bushes abound, The water is brackish, and no
doubt, this pond is {ed by the ocean, being only a few feet
above 1t§ surface.

Near this small lake, e grouml being low and so im-
pregoated with saline properties secking a lateral extension,
that it beeomes covered with a whitish incrostation, inter-
mixed slightly with the soil. On the east and south side
of this lake there are situmted las Selinas de Chopuilan
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where, during the dry scason, there is a population of five
or six thousand individuals of both sexes, engaged in man-
ufacturing salt, and attending to incidental business condu-
cive to that end.  DMost of this population being desultory
in their habitation, have paid no attention to the construe-
tion of their transient homes, living in bamboo and paln
liotises of the raost primitive design.  In passing along the
Iake shore, whence I first touched it till my arvival at the
ville de Cwpetlan, X am under {he impression that it is ten
miles distanee ; and within every short space, that is, thirly
or forty rods apart, T saw persons engaged in the process
of making salt,

This process is to clear off half an acre of the marsh
smoolhly; and when the salty properties arise, they are
seraped into heaps, here and there, over this snrface ; alter-
wards, and near the cenler of this plot, small vats, six by
ten feet in dimenslon, are formed by sinking them threc or
four inches below the surface of the ground, and then fill-
ing them with salt water, which is obtained in this manner.
Near the vats, a hole 1s dug out, tem feet in dinmeter by
two feet deep ; and then, this, as also the vais, are plastered
with mortar at the bottom and sides, =0 as to be water-tight ;
afterwards, fonr crotehed stakes are procured and driven
into the ground permanently, and left above the surface
geven feel high, and 12 feet apart eacl way; besides which,
two heavy polls are laid crosswise of these stakes, and upon
them, smaller ones are extended in the form of close joints.
This done, sea grass and palm leaves are laid over this
scaffold, on which common clay is deposited for the pur.
pose of forming a ridge eighteen inches high and five feet
in diameter, where the salt-earih in the heaps alluded (o,
is borne by ascending a short Iadder. Then an operative
takes a few buckets of water, and pouring it over this earth,
it soon causcs the salt water to filtrate into the hasin below,
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Thus this operation goes on; the earth being removed
when it is expected that its saline properties are quite
exhausted. Then from the basin, the salt water is dipped
out and poured into the vats for evaporafion, which pro-
ceeds rapidly, as the sun is ncarly vertical, and intensely
warm.  After it iz reduced to salt, which appears of a fair
quality, though specks of dirt are frequently secn in it ; the
operatives serape it np, depositing ik in heaps of various
quantities. This salt was sold readily at five dollars per
hundred pounds when I visited these works, and packed
into the ioterior as far as Guadalnjara, Morelin, and
Durango.

The road between las Salinas de Cuyutlan and the port,
is mostly sandy, presenting comparatively nothing but a
barren and dreary waste, bordering near the sea coast;
howover, there were a few trees of a stinted and thorny
growth, some of which resemble somewhat the black
focusts, yel having longer thorns.  From lag Salinas to the
port, the distance is reputed lo be ten leagues.  In pasging
nearly two-thirdz of the distance avound lake Cuyutlan,
those scrubby trees served greatly to parcy off the inten-
sity of the heat, occasioned by the reflection of the sun
upon the water. This water is greenish, and impressed
me with the conviction that it might produce sickness, yet
it is said not to cause that eflect. |

The road from Colima to the port, bearing more on the
east and north sides of the lake, is more interesting, better
watcered, and Dbetter timbered, consisting of an abundance
of palms, spreading over thousands of acres, and of other
valuable forest trees.  Oun this side there is also more cul-
tivation, which extends itself lowards San Blas and Tepic,
through many beautifol and fertile valleys, yet not tilled to
the one-hundredth part of their produclive capacities,

Immediately around the port of Manzanillo, there is lit.
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tle tillage, exeept in maize for fodder, which is brought in
and sold to those who are engaged in packing merchindise
into the interior. "I'he maize is sown broad-east, so as to
make the fodder grow fine, resembling coarse grass.

The harbor presents a safe appearance, being surrounded
by hills two hundred or three hundred feet high, and in the
rear of which, with the exception of scveral fongues of
land, there is a general serics” of small ponds of brackish
andirather greenish water, communicating with that of the
port. Lhe entrance is near Ldlf & mile wide; the water
is reputed deep enough for any ordinary merchantman, or
the largest acean steamer on the coast ; the anchorage is
tenable ; and the water for supplying vessels, is consid-
ered good ; however it is obtained at considerable expense,
being about five miles fram the port, on the opposite side
of the harbor, and from a small mountain stream. The
diamecter of the harbor may be constdered five miles ; and
on the east and north sides of 1t, palms extensively abound.
More than any other harbor on the Pacific const of Mexica,
except Acapuleo, and Guaymas in the Guif of California,
the port of Manzanillo presents natural safeguards 1o mer-
chantmen, which should not be passed over in silence in
this work, as it is my object in these letters to throw open
to the public consideration, all avenues of commerce and
wealth that have fallen ninler my observatiens while trav-
eling this ycar, 1856, on the Western Slope. Perhaps 1
may be indulged in saying that it is one of the finest of the
Mexican ports; however, but little is known about it or
the natural resources in the rear and surrounding country,
yet Thave confidence in the belief, that what I have already
written with reference lo the products of the territory of
Colima and of the State of Jaliseo, will tend to draw mer-
chandlse and reciprocal comumerce to this port.  In the port
there are a few Indian huts, constructed of erotelied stalkes,
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poles, and palm lenves; nlso, a custom house office branch
for a depiity and inspector of merchandise, together with
- the office of the Captain of the port, and that of the Alcalde.
These several officers, with the cxeeption of the custom
house officer, carried in their aspects and facial contours to
much insignificance, that I will forbear to metition their
characteristics,

In the port of Manzanillo there is begun an Artesian
well by a Stock Company of Mexicans and Germans, living
at Colima. The Company was formed in the fall of 1855,
with a stock capital of seven thousand dollarg, and the com-
mencement took cffect in the winter of 1856, by an Ameri-
ean Company from California, reputed to be skilled in that
system. The progress of boristg was slow, baing mostly
through a rock of primitive formation; though, at times,
coming in collision with shale. The operative Company
formed for this undertaking was somewhat disappointed ag
to the formation of this region, suppesing it to be more of
n secondary formation, than the evidences thus far indicate,
when coming in contact with the apparatus for boring. 1If
this company of Americans should study their troe interest,
getting as-they do thirty-five dollars a foot by eight inches
in diameter, nad being obliged to pay only one dollar per
day with board for operatives, and advance this laudable
undertaking to the extent desired by the Mexican Com-
pany, endeavoring to keep their good will dnd confidence,
the field for such undertakings would be althost enidless, as
well as profitable, throughout the Republic of Mexico. For,
among the intciligent Mexicans, there is a sfrong manifes-
talion in favor of thre Artesian well system, with reference
to obtaining water in many of the valleys, now generally
too dry for agriciltnral purposes, throughout the sensons.

With reference to Americans desiring to go to Mexico

for the purpose of Lraveling and exploration, or of settling
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in the country, I cannot recommend too highly a rigid obser-
vauce of those rules of civility, courtesy, and rmorality, being
extended, and observed towards all classes most scrupu-
Iously, so far as self-respect and true dignity of character
will permit or demand.

Promising you near the close of these many letiers to

present, for your better information, & concise recapiula-
tion of my touric ground in Mexico, touching the historic,
civil, and scientific field of the western slope of the Mexi-
can Cordillera, 1t has now becomne my time to perforra that
service.
. From the period of its conquest, immediately suceceding
the conquest of the capital of Anahuac——Tenochtitlan—yet
in some portions of it somewhat later, numerous mines bath
of gold and silver, had been opened and most successfully
worked in the departments or States of the present geo-
graphical and politicad division of Western Mexico, consisi-
ing of Chiluanua, Sonora, Cinaloa, Jalisco, Durango,
Michoacan, Guerrero, Oajaca, Chiapa, with the States of
Zacatecas and Guansajuato, prior to Lhe commencement of
the Mexican revolution, 1810, which was headed by an
active and spivited priest named Hidalgo.

However some of these political divisions may have, since
the revolution, undergone changes, yet the term Western
Slope of the Mexican Cordillera will embrace all the ter-
ritory 1 have expressed a desire to touch tupon, in these
letters, except hurredly. Since the revolution began, these
mines have greatly fallen off {rom their former yield under
.the Spanish sway, owing to various causes, still mostly, to
home dissensions and the want of confidence in the govern-
ment. Long before this, the spirit of insurrection was rife
and nearly ripe in New Spain, to disledge herself from the
almost unparalleled usurpation of the mother country, tax-

“ing and mpeintiog colonial officers at her will and pleasure.
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This spirit was much more enhanced among the intelligent
Creales by extending their views to the Republic of the
United States, and seeing there freedom, prosperity, and
happiness, exerting a combined and almost a supernatural
influence upon the welfire of the body politic. A knowl-
edge, with a desile to imitate, was rapidly spread over the
fuir plains of ancient Anahuae, and created a desire to be
free, in the year alluded to; and more espedially, as the
new Viceroy, Venegas, at that time, displayed an offensive
partiality for the Spaniards, and exdsperated the Creoles
by the severity of his measures. Thesc saeasures led, at
this time, to the immediate resort to arms in assertion of
natural rights, and 1o gain and maintain them by the sword,
if necessary,

As T have remarked, this incipient rising of a few intel
ligent Creoles, strongly imbued with Republican principles,
was headed by a priestof liberal and enlarged notions, and
of great firmness. At firsky the insuerection was unsucecess-
ful like most great cliorts in producing the desired effect,
and this good clergyman lost his fife;, dying a martyr to
freedem ! Yet, it glowed on and inereased, in the progress
of events, like a snow ball onsome hoary summit, when set
in motion ; meeting with various success, from the inimical
hatred existing between the native Spamards and the Cre-
oles ; the former like Fouglishmen, long befbre the American
revolution, looked upon the latter with a supreme and frown-
ing contempt, as haviug sprung from. the forests of America,
thereby as being a different species of the human family,
unfit to rule, or to be shown equal rights or equal terms;
while the latter .disdained to bave their chains forged out
of their own native mwetals, and on their own native seil,
having them adjusted on their limbs by a foreign importa-
tion of officers and soldiers, who had no direét interest int
the country, but te speculate ever at the exponse of the '
Colonists.



328 TRAVELS ON THE WESTERN SLOPE

In the year 1818, a Creole Cougress was formed, com-
posed of delegates from different departments, at Chilpan-
zingo, in the month of September, that declared Mexico
independent of Spain, breaking that filial allegiance and
homage which had so long cemented them as onc body
politic, and which a pure regard for natural rights could no
longer endure.

After the long period of twelve years, and meeting with
a diversity of misfortunes and successes during this tran-
sition of time, another Congress of Creole delegates assem-
bled in the montl: of I'chruary, 1822, in ovder to settle the
principles of a constilution; and in most every essential
requisite, it was based upon the broad grounds embraced in
the constitution of the United States of America, After
the lapse of two years, encountering many interruptions of
a varied character, both foreign and domestie, it was adopted
and proclaimed in the year 1824, The {irst Constitutional
Congress convened January Ist, 1825, at the Capital, and
beld this year, in the month of August, an extraordinary
session. _

It is said that the form of government of the Mexican
Republic is the popular, representative, and federal, in the
conception of its characteristics ; and that the general gov-
ernment of the federation is divided into two branches, viz:
that of a Chamber of Depulies, and that of Senators. The
Deputies are chosen by the majority of qualified citizens to
vote in each State and Territory,—one for every fifty thou-
sand, or for a fraction not less than twenty-five thousand
citizens. It is also requisite to have arrived at the age of
twenty-five years, aml to enjoy the ample- exercise of citi-
zenship, in order to hold this office. The Chamber of
Deputies is said to be whelly renewed every two years;
and that a Deputy shall hold no office of trust, while serv-
ing in the National Congress, according to the Constitu-
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tional Compnet. Two Scnators are clected in each State,
bj the majority of thecitizens ; two in the Federal District,
sivhicl includes the city of Mexico; and an equal number
with that of the States are eleeled, in turn, by the Senate,
the Supreme Court, and the Chamber of Deputies ; which
decides the elpction of such as do not obtain the votes of
all three, but sieh as have been voted for by some one of
them. And in order {o he eligible to this oflice, it 13 neces-
sary to have arrived at thirty years of age,and to be in the
full exercise of the vights of citizenship ; also, it is further
necessary to have hield some office of high trust, no less than
that of Superior Chief of the "Lreasury, This Chamber
is one-third renewed every two years.  JIn each Chamber,
a quarum is formed by one more than halfof the members,
~ Senalors, durivg the term of their olfice, shall hold no other
positions of trust in the Republic at the same time.

To be eligible to the oflice of President, it is necessary
to be a native cilizen, thirty-five years of age, and a resi-
dent. The execulive power of the Republic 18 inveated in
a President and four Sceretaries chosen by himself for the
dispatch of the four branches of the public administration,
viz: Interior and Foreigo Relations ; Justice and Ecclesi-
astical Affairs ; Treasury ; War and Marine Concerntments.
These Secrelaries must be native citizens; the President
is chosen for four years.

The Judicial Power of the Republic resides in a Su-
preme Court, three Cirenit Courts, nnd those of the District.
The Supreme Court is divided into three Halls, comprising,

~ in all, eleven Ministers of Justice and one Fiscal. Besides
these, for civil and criminal trials of the Ifirst Instance,
there are Judges and Constitutional Alealdes. To be eli-
gible to the office of Supreme Judge, it is necessary to be
learned in the law, a nalive citizen, and approved by the
National Legislature. The Stale Judiciary are appointed

™
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by the respective Governors,and conhrmui Ly their Legis-
latures.

The interior Government of the Mexican organized Ter-
ritories resides in a polilical Chief, dependent on the gencral
government of the nation; ina Deputation clected by the
citizens thereof ; aud also, in the inferior Courts necessary
for the administration of justice. And for this purpese,
they are divided into districts, counties, or departamentos,
or parfidos, which are under the charge of prefects or sub-
prefects, appointed by the Governors.

In all towns of any importance, there are Ayuntamicntos,
charged with the police of safety and good order, having
their jurisdiction extended over the neighboring villuges
and estates. _

The State Governments are divided inlo three powers,
viz: the Legislative, Executive, and Judiciary, Jivery
Mexican by birth "ot by naturaiizafion, and tweniy-one
years of age, i3 a citizen of the Mexican United States,
except guilty of some erime. Personal seenrities are granted
by the constitution of the United States of Maexieo, in the
same manner as by that of the United Stales of America.
The Mexican constitution declares that the national religion
shall be the Catholie, Apostolic, or Roman. The clergy
have their gpecial legislation ; the army Las its code, known
ag Ordenanza; the armed force of Mexico is reputed to
number nine thousand men ; although some say four times
that pumber. The number of officers of the geveral gov-
ernment amounts to two thousand, nine hundred and ninety,
and of pensioners, to nine hundred-and forty.  "The number
of Ecclesiastics rises to three thousand two hundred and
thirty ; of Convents of Monks, to onc hundred and forty ;
Convents of Nuns, to sixty ; and of Colleges of the Propa-
ganda [fide, to eight; while the monastarics eontain onc
thousand, one hundred and forty monks ; the nunmeries one
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thonsand, five hundred and forty professed nuns; seven hun-
dred and forty girls 5 and eight hundred and eighty female
servants. The ananal revenues of the clergy from various
taxatlon, amount to near ten millions of dollars. Hereto«
foPe, it has been extremely difficult to ascertain the amount
of the estates of the clergy, from the fact they would evade
the general registry law of the land office ; but under the
sway of Comonfort, and in case of their estates not being
registered at a certain time, the Law-Lerdo or the law of
the twenty-fifth of June, 1846, or otherwise, the law for the
sale of corporation propertics, for it is known by all these
names, has been the great work of this government, and
alr¢ady 1t has brought to light and life in the land, an ele-
meti as strong as the one it combats,

Sinee the period, 1825, to the present time, with scarcely
n year's peace ; with laws unequally enforeed, and as often
evaded, when large mnounts of money are at issue; with a
Congress and Clergy that tax almost the vital breath which
the poorer elasses inhale 3 with no ambition to improve the
country in any of the varied senscs of that term, nor to
advance themselves generally as a nation of sentient indi--
vidualy, in the arts and sciences, contributing thereby to
national greatness; with mines, forests, und soil, abounding
in natural wealth, but with scarcely any desirve to tax them-
selves in the endeavor to syperintend and cultivate all of
these indigenous ficlds, in order to bear them the golden
harvests, inereasing their riches and individval standing ;
with a government ever changing, and jealous of foreigners
and capitalists, making, at times, Inrge concessions and
granting exclusive privileges, aud at other times, annulling
them as being itjurious to the body politic, and ever watch-
ful, in this last effort, to make these chartered companies
forfeit what they had invested, thereby receiving the spoils
of investments ; with a constitution and laws which diaw
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no distinction between colors, thereby placing the untutored
- red man of the forests and the sons of Africa on equal terms
with the fair descendants of the Castilian race, and thereby
advancing these mixed castes at the expense of lessening
themselves ; morcover, especiaby by intermarriages: what
country, in view of all these national evily, misfortunes,
misrile, anarchy in its worst form, duties and taxation upon
what flows into the country, almost without aparaliel in the
annals of civilized nations ; embezzlements of public treas-
ure under appointments to fitl high stations; systems of
espionage both civil and ecclesiastical, enongh to subvert
the best constituted form of government, which man can
conceive, and having had so many calamities at home, for
50 long a time; filled with intestine foes, and surrounded
by wily foreigners, could have survived so effcetually her
voleanie throes, till now, except Mexico 7 Nolwithstauding,
how has she survived ? how does she rank in the progress
of the events of nations? Who are her immortal siates-
men and patviots 7 Who are her historians and annalists?
Who are her ¢iviliang, surgeons, physicians, merchants and
mechanics ?  What fields have her scholars and artists sur-
veyed and brought to light? and finally, how have her gen-
erals and soldiers distinguished themselves, as if tactics and
simple evolutions, constituted true courage?

If wisdom, prudence; sagaciouns management, and & spirit
of reconciliation, be deeply implanted in the active, liberal
and determined mind of President Comonfort, surreunding
himself with discretion, integrity, and faithfulness in the
discharge of trusts, and appointing to important stations,
mareover especially, Custom Houses for the reception and
inspection of foreign merchandise, such as have distinguished
themselves by some known and acknowledged meril of their
own acquirement ;—the Rapublic of Mexico may yet be a
proud nation, by falling back to the primordial principles
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which embrace the contour of the constitution of the United
States ; developing mnd improving her internal resonrees
and natural positions; establishing free toleration in religious
matters, and the commen school system throughout the coun-
tryy aud abuegating the colored races the right of suffrage,
thereby excluding them from the wake of political influence
and aspirants, but granting them ample protection in the
security of their lives, conceded liberties, and property ;
and in pursuance gf these points she may eause her sons to
be respected, among all foreign nations, not so much from
their own worth, as from the greatness of the nation whose
characteristics they represent.

To establish peace, security and prosperity to the country,
and to arrest and subdne that ladrone-like spirit so common
in Mexico, should be among the first oflices which a good
and wise government peforms to her people, as tending to
extend and increase her population in distanl parts, awny
from the confines af towns and citics.

When visiting the region of Tepie, in March, 1856, T
was inforimed that a band of ladrones of more than flve hdn-
dred strong, had assembled in that vieinity, committing
devastations too generally upnn properiy and individnals,
appropriating their stores of provisions and other valuables,
and even giving terms of peace to the ¢ily of Tepie, of more
than twelve thoumnd inhabitants,

So far as I was able to discover personally, and by con-
versation with intelligent Mexicans, I should judge, from
the configuration of this country, being, as it is, diversified
by hills and dales, by mountains and gulches, and by con-
tinuous ridges and deep ravines, that the Republic on the
western slope of the Mexican Cordillera abounded quite
generally in the precious metals; and that there is mani-
fested a strong spirit with regard to working both the silver
and gold mines embraced in these regions ; but the want of
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general confideniee hag, for many years, prevented capital
ists and industry from investing, to any great extent, their
means in go {angible a forn as (o Le swseeptible of heing
taxed or attached by the government, when in straightened
circumstances; alleging that the prior awlministration had no
constitutional power to concitde such privileges, as are eon-
tained 10 the inducements which ske frequently holds aut to
win the inesperienced.  Thosewhich are worked i Sonora,
Cinaloa, Jalisco, Durango, Guanajauto, Zacateeas, Michoa-
cauny and Onjaen,y scem, by the best reports I wag able to
derive information from in this respeet, to be somewhal
resuscitating from their past prostration and nnproductive-
ness, since the commencanent of the Mexiean revolution.
From the most reliable information coming within my
reach,the population of the Republic of Mexico is computed
to emhrace eight nmallivas, while the c¢lisses of’ sociely are
singularly varied, and kuown by distinetions move striking
than those observable in olher countries.  1lere ave four
more distinet, and almost tnore alien ¢lasses to each other,
than as if they were a separate people, actuated by the
strangest sentiments of aational rivalry.  These classes are
native Spaniards, Creoles or Spaniavds born in Amecriea,
the mixed Castes, and Indians. The number of the fiest
class is compuled at eighty thousand ; that of the second
at ouc million, five hundred thousand ; that of the third
at twomillions, five hundred thousand ; and that of the fourth
at three millions, nine handred and twenty thousand.  The
first class generally appear better informed, more industri-
ous and moro highly bred than the Creoles, and in all
respects, except native questions, far meore liberal ; and as
merchnats, aclive, enterprising and honorable ; and towards
strangers, conrtcous and obliging ; and many of these
remarks are not inapplicable to the Creoles, whom I shonkl
judge, notwithstanding, to be fonder of splendor and riding
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on fine horses richly comparisoned.  Tn this respeet, the
mixed castes Iag not far behind, inasinucls ag they are able
to imitate.  Lhe manners, habits, and customs ol this peo-
ple, T have alreaely alluded to in my prier lelters.

In tids Republie weallh is wnevenly distributed ; conse-
quently, odaeention s Little promoted, exeept, as it were,
among o privilegeld Tew 5l even these, afler having re-
ceived aliberal oducntion, seem to relapge into their old
Iiabits and castom= with but seldom making an eftort to distin-
guislotheneselves by any padrioticor seholastic services to the
promotion of the best interests of their own conntry. Corn-
weree is chilled by enormous lilgh duties, and the middling
and poorer clses are egregiously taxed and impoverishod
by thiz government system of chicanery ; agriculture is
fetlered and made (he ool of the government by the estab-
Hshment of Jas (furitas ;. manulactures and minlng are
viewed with ajealous eye by those in power if in want of
maucy 5 and in this case, some new invention of taxation is
frequently resorted (o in order to efleet this end, ds (he
govermnent 18 ever necdy 5 pablic improvements of wimt-
soever nature and chaeneter, wee kept far in the back grﬁuml
of other countrics 5 and genceal edueation, even among the
wealthy Creoles, is frowned down, ay being not the sacred
nueleus avowndd which the <ons and daughters of nncient
Anahune should now assemble to celebrate, in joyous fes-
tivity, the birth of their national Independence |

The Indians resemble in their gencral features and ap-
pearance, and in their facial contours, the aborigines found in
other parts of Ameriea; having copper calor, flat and smooth
hair, short beard, squat bodics, long eyes with the corners
turning up towards the temples, prominent check bones,
thick lips, and an expression of gentleness in the mouth,
strongly contrasted with their gloomy and severe looks.

The Gadsden Purchase, in the northern portion of the
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Republic of Mexico, produced at the time of its transfer
quite a sensation of discontent, especially among a class of
politicinns then opposed lo the conceding administration,
and nlso in the more northern Siates of the Republic; liow-
ever, when T was at Mazatlan, that scemed {0 have dlied
awany in view of the anticipated protection being exlended
to (hem by an United States” setilement and military posts
established on tlte line,  Thiz tervitory iz reputed to abonnd
in rich mines of gold and silver ; and alko of copper, worth
eighly or nincty per cent., as represented to me by old Mex-
ienns who had, years ago, explored that region of country,
with views solely bent an making discoveries of mineral
wealth,  These explorers alleged, as the causes of their dis-
coveries not having heen mueh worlied up to the period of the
purchase by the Uniled Siates, the expense and the extreme
difficulty of getting provisions, and alkko the deadiy hostility
of the Indian tribes, who ronmed and swept over that coun-
try, bidding defiancee, except to the ramparts of military
tactics.

This Purchase is computed (o embrace o geogeaphical
aren of near forty thousand square miles, measuring lrom
east to west four hundred and seventy miles, and on an av-
ernge cighty and a hall miles from norde to south.  Much

has been said with referenee to the Lad taste and pelicy of

the United Siates government making and endorsing the
Gadsden Purchase, and perhaps the amount paid for it may,
to a casaal obsevver, scom exlravagant, ITowever, in the
constmmnlion of this nalional acquisition, there were two
great and prominent oljects in view.  The first and para-
mount, was (o obtain through amicable ofiices and negotia-
tions, a release from an obligation entered into atb the
confirmation of the Ilidalgo freaty with Mexico, stipulating
that the United States shoulkl protect thenorthern borders
of this Republic from the inreads and depredations of the
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Indian Diovdes living north of {he boundary line,  And the
second was {he acquirement of 2 tervitory which, viewed
in every light and consideration, should, the seasons round,
moal promote the interest and commerce of the United
States and the world at large; presenting in the bleak
months of winler, searcely any obstacles to continuous trav-
eling, withoul coming constanlly in contact with heavy frosta
and snosw heaped upon heaps. .

No man's reason or motives, in view of a national Rail-
road, shoull he so obtuse and eelfish as to adopt a route
which might earry with it the weighty objections of north-
ern railrowds in the winter season, compared Lo the percep-
tible advaniages of those construeted in the more southern
portions of the Amertean Union.  For this preat national
rorle should live no felters to bind or retard travel nnd
“eommeree one uoment of time, in the event of sucl an en-
terprise heing completei s ns Furope awd Agia will look
upon this thoroughtare in the light of that Golden Link
whicly like the heart to the himan xystemn, must constantly
vilirale,

This probable route, occupying intermedinte points, is
propozed to leave el Rio Graule at v place ealled ranklin,
near a town by e nanme of Bl Paso, and running wesl-
wardly ton point ealled Colordo City. Froma view of this
roule, both geooruplienlly and tepographically, upon the
hest eharts deseriptive of this Parchase, and from my con-
versation at Mazatlan with intellizent Mexicans and for-
cigners vespecting this preposed route, 1 discovered that
- after it Teaves fos Pasos of the PMinal amd San edro moun-
tains, there are two ronles proposed, riving the inner sur-
face the form of an ellipsis, awd coming ton locus near
Colorado City. The lower or more southern of these rotttes,
geems to present a mueh steaighter line, and with no more
apparent obstactes lo surmount in the construction of this

Nl
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national enterprise than in the upper onc; a few mountain
ridges nnd spurs obstructing the champaign aspeet of the
country, Ilowever, throngh these, Passes have been dis-
covered to form the level tract and Iay the iron Land.

In the southern portion af (he Purchase, there are ten
amall villages or towns, from which settlements radiate,
graze and produce, though at the fearful hazard of Indian
encronchments and spoilations. A few miles west of the
center of the Purchase, there are situated two copper moun-
tains called Sierrn de Ajo, and La Montaia de Pajaro ;
the former seventy-five and the latter (ilty miles southof el
Rio de Giln.  Other portions of the Purchase are said to
abound with this inetal, equally ag eagy of transit and ship-
ment as the leealities alludad o, The vieli ove of these
mountains I have already mentioned, wlhich, from the re-
puted abundance of that metaly and the shorl distanee that
it beenmes neeessary {o pack if, ome woulld sappose might
and will create an eminently remunerative field for the jo-
vestment of eapital and industry, in order to accomplish
their most dexired ends.

Canversing with TE S, Washhora, United Staies Deputy
Surveyor, in the carly part of April of this year, (1857.)
with reference (o the Gadsden Purebase, and also my pub-
lication of o Work deseriptive of Western Mexicn, he
informed me that he wuuld look over lis nates relative to
that Purchase, and furnish me sueh muderial inlormation
from thens, as might tend to throw light npon that region of
country. ‘Thefollowing embraces the pramiced sketeh from
his notes

“Iv was on the 2nd day of July, A, D, 1836, that 1
crossed (he Rio Colorado, about one mile below the mouth
of the Rio Gila, for the purpose of examining in person so
much of that country, generally known under the title of
* Gadsden Purchase, as my limited time would permit, [

b e oy
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took with me but one man and three mules.  After crossing
the Cuolarado, T took the road leading north, and soon found
mysell traveling eastward in the valley on the south side
of the Gila.  Tooe the first filteen miles, the alluvial portion
of the valley on the south side of the river, is from one to
six miles in widih, At this point the river comes nerr
washing the foot hills on the sonth, which are rngged nnd
barven,  These hills ave, however, soon passed, when the
valley is found to expand to rather more than its previous
widih, and continues gradually to widen so faras I ascended
it. At twenty-five miles, there has recently been discov-
ered a rich eopper mine, a short distanee from the river.
At sixly miles, the road leading fo the Arizona copper mines
leads off to the soutl. At ninety miles, lie bleaching among
the rocks the bones of the Ouatman funily, kitled by the
Tudians in the year 1850, At one hundred and ten miles,
is the murderer's grave, concerning which there is a tale of
something like hall” tragedy and half ‘a la Vigilance,
which oecurred in 1849, At one hundred and fifty miles,
I came to the Matricopa villages s ten miles further are the
Pihmo villvges; and twelve miles further, the road leaves
the river and turns south towaeds Tucson,

 So fiar, the sotl of the first or alluvial bottoms of the
Gila is, beyond all question, of extreme richness and fertil-
ity, pecualinrly adapied to the production of sugar cane,
colton, tobacco, and all our southern staples and fruits; and
I am ol opinion that the coffee tree counld be cultivated here
advantageously 5 bul of this T am not certain,  That por-
tion of the Gila below the Maricopas, does not appear to
be the home of many of the grasses 3 but it is from no fault,
ot rather no want of w gaad sail,  Weeds, bushes of vari-
pus kinds, mezquit undergrowth, aml, on the banks of the
river, large cottonwoods, with willows, grow most exube-
antly, There is always some grass, but not enough to
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justify me in snying that it is a good stock eountry. The
domestic grasses would no doubt do well.  The river jtself
is abont one hundred yards wide, with an average depth,
at that time, of two fect, and abounds in fish of an exeellent
quality ; while in the valley there is plenty of deer, anie-
lope, goats and quail, with not ahabitation of either Indians
or whitec men fo disturh them, from FFort Yuma tothe Ma-
ricopa villuges.  Among the Indinns, this s considered
neutend ground ; for do dny but lawless maranders infriuge
upon or violale this neateality,  Thus it is that chienm-
stances have eleared the way for an carly settlement of this
valley. "Fhink but for a moment of the vast amount of our
great sontiern staples and other produce that this valley 19
eapabie of growing; one hundred and fifty miles long by
an average of three miles in width on the south side of the
river, with ng muelimore on the north side in New Mexico,
This would give an area of nearly six hundred thousand
acres of the first quadity of tillable land, with every facility
for irrigation when needed. Fhe banks of the river are
very low, and the water can be tuken out in ditches at
nearly every mile.

“Fhere are two rainy seasons—one in winter (light
raing,) mnd one w summer (heavy showers through the
months of June, July, Augnst and September,)  The cli-
mate appears (o be healthy, but the heat in summer is
excessive, .

“The scenery is grand and attractive, and at fhe same
time, forbidding.  On cither side of the vailey, below the
Maricopn villazes, rise high, ragged, broken, precipitous,
rocky, voleanie mountains, that look as if they had but yes-
terday ceased burning.  Spread out hetween them fsa val-
loy, prescuting the appearanee of a magnificent lawn in all
its verdure. The contrast is ensicr imagined than deseribed,

“Weo were well treated by the Maricopas and Dimos.
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They raise corn, pnmpkins, hrooms and melons in great
abundanee ; also cottonr, from which they weave cloth and
make their owa clothing,  With them ignorance is bliss,
They have nothing, to all appearance, to disturb them,
but are the cmbodiments of contentment—strangera {o
trouble and vice; they know nothing of the pangs aud
misery produced by hankering, eraving and striving nfler
the afmighty dollar.  Uhysically, they are tall, well formed,
athivtic, aned setive, bui indelent. If our every-day fault-
finders, grumblers and chvonic growlers at their hard lot
would but pay these simple natives a visit, and apply the
lesson, it would certainly pay them an hundred fold to take
the journey.

“ The rains here ave more feequent than below, and the
elevation is alvewly bhecoming quite evident from the tem-
peratuce,  The country is also hecoming covered with an
excellent quantity of gross. Above these villages, the Gila
country to its sonrees 15 an execllent stock eountry.  Near
its sourees are said to be extensive pineries, and if true,
lumber ean be enstly brouglt down the viver for building
and ather purposes,

“ After resting hore two days, T turned south towsnrds
Tueson.  Atlorly miles, Leame o Pionche Peak, at the foot
of which is a vidiey, or hasin, where the water collects in
pontis tduring tise rainy  season, thus refreshing the weary
traveler and his Gdthful beast of burthen while on their
lonely and tiresome journey to the hefore mentioned town.
The soil of this valley is rich, and the grass excellent and
abundant.  Mezquit Uimber is plenty. The eountry hence
to the river is rather undulating, with a soil of goad
appearance, but not producing wny but oceasional patehes
of mezquit, with an easis of grass here and there presented
to view., The Pioachic monntiin is the highest point of
Iand for seme distance around, and from its summit n most
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excellent view can be oblained.  Tn nearly every direetion
nre to be seen detached or isolated mountainsg, which at
first lead one 1o the conclusion that this surrounding coun-
try is very mountainous, but traveling further on he is sonn
disnbused of thiz idea, by finding that thesc mountaing
occupy but a small portion of the country, the remaimler
being level or gently rolling. The Gadsdonian copper
mine is located about twoenty-five miles to the southenst
of this point. The country from this place descends to the
southward, but in other features, prowth, ete., is much the
fame a3 that between the Plonche and the Gila fur abont
twenty-five miles, when T was fairly in the valley of Tucson,
Henee it is fifleen miles to the town, before nrriving at.
which, I met a party of fifleen Americans endeavoring o
intereept a band of Apaches ex ronte for their homes, with
una Cnbalgada of stolen horses from Sonora.  The expe-
dition proved suceessful; one hundred and cighty head of
horses and mules were eaptured from the Indians.  The
victors and their booty were reccived by the citizens with
manifestations of joy.  Asilis{lic custom in this country on
sucl occurrences, the animals ware deelared o legal prize.
After indulging in a general tumult of rejoicings, and reecie-
ing the congratulalions of many a fair Seforita, an cffort
was made to divide the spoils among those who had taken
a band in the expedition.  In this they could not agree, so
every man concluded fo pilch in and help himsell. 'The
result was some got as many as filteen while others got
none.

“This valley is very extensive, heing twenty-five or thirty
miles in width, enst and west, and from seventy to cighty
miles narth and south. It is known in different places by
different numes, and conneets on the northeast with the
San Pedro Valley, and thenee with that of the Gila. It

“also branches off on the southwest and conneets with other
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valleys fendling to Sonoita, and thenee to the Gutlf of Cal-
ifornia.  On the cast and southenst it connects ngain with
the San Pedro Valley, the Santa Cruz Valley, and others
which lead either to the Rio Grantle or the head waters of
the San Ignacio, and los Rios Yaqui and Mayein Sonora. A
Inrge portion of this valley possesses a soil of UNSUFpAsa-
ing richoess, but it is wanting in running siresms of water,
T 2um of opinion that artesian wella, when ried in this val-
ley, will prove successful, and if so, of course must be of
inealenlable value. Tueson is situated on n small creck
which runs but a short distance below the lown and sinks
in the sand. ‘There are no other running sireams near
here but that are dry a portion of the year. The lown has
n population of near one thousand souls, mostly Sonorians.
It is builtof adobes and isin the usual dilapidated condition
© of other Mexican towns. DPrevious to the Purchase it waa
a military statiot or fort, and was the only point, exeept
San Xavier,in the northern partof Sonora and net on the
Rio Grande, that the Mexican army was able to hold
against he atlacks of Apaclice.  All other places, as Sopori,
Arrivaea, Tubae, Calaboyas, Babacomaori, Tumacncari, Los
Alamos, and many other haciendas have been long since
deserted.

“There is a small chureh in the town of Tucson, built by
a single individuzl, whe expended his Jast dollar in its con-
strnetion, as an offering o his God for his providential
delivery from the hands of the Apaches.  There is a small
grist mill, ono iile outside of the 1own, which does a fair
husiness.  There are fonr or five stores doing a modernte
trade. There are euough Americans to protect the place,
and to form the nneleus of 4 flowrishing settlement. Wheat,
Darley, and other cereals are sown in Januvary and hat-
vested in May.  As soon as the stnmer rains commence,
usually about the middle of June, eorn is planted on the
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same ground, and a good crop iz raised in favorable loca-
tions wilhout irrigntion, thus raising two erops a year upon
the sume ground. Cotlon, sugar-cane, tobaceo, and most
of the fruits of the temperate elimates do well. 1 saw here
a speeimen of virgin iren considerably larger and nearly of
the form of a large anvil. 1t is said o he suseeptible of
being eut auld wrought into any form desired, ns it is. It
was branght from a mountain of the samoe material, about
forty miles distaut.  'The mines and the Apaches are the
chief topies of conversation,  ‘The former are looked nupon
88 yot in embryo, but ns a sure fortune to all as =oon as
they get strong enough o repel and punish the alitacks of
the lntter. The Papagoe Indinns nppenr to be quile nnmer-
ous, raise the crops usual among Indians, and have some
produce to sell ; and they also trade oft' considerable gold
dust. Tley are peaceable and friendly.  The elimate in
this valley is much more humid than that of California.
I remained in Tucson about ten days; nearly every day
there wera frequent showers of rain, intermingled with
intervals of sunshine. Vegetation is consequently very
rank, aside from which there are no loedl causes to indace
fovers. The climate is, I think, salubrious, and (he tem-
perature much lower than in the valley of the Gila. The
principal rains are in sumimer.  The prass and other vep-
clation ave green nearly nine months in the year—nearly
twice as long as in the State of California.

* Leaving Tacson and continuing up the valley nine miles,
I canie to the Mission of San Xavier. ‘This Mission was
built in a very early day by the Spuanish Government, at
an expense of $33.300, under the divection of the Jesnits,
The original cost was alterwards entively refunded by these
Jeanits, in produce, prineipally wheat, raised by the labor
of the lidinns, AL one time the amual production of
wheat nlone was ten thousand finegas, or twenty-five thon-
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sand bushels.  ‘The Mission building, ov Cathedral, is built
enlirely of brick and appears of the usual style and size
as those in California, at Santa arbara, San Gabriel and
San Louis Rey.  In the interior of the Bission the images
and paintings are, as well as the whole building, in & won.
derful state of preservation, hut the outside buildings have
very much {allen into deeay.  There was only one family
(Senor Castro’s) living at this place,  They were i con-
stant fear from the Apaches; every day expecting that that
one *woulil he their last, ‘The fertility of this valley ia
unsurpassed, whether it be for arnble or stock raising pur-
poses, Thirty miles soutl are some fine pineries with good
mill sites, and plenty of water. The landz are believed to
be principally public.  3What snore desirable loeality can
the emigrant reasonnhly expect?

“ From San Xavicr fo Sopori it is thirty miles; still in
the same valley, or rather a tributary valley to the one in
whieh are Tucson and San Xavier. Tt was on ihis road,
nbont two weeks previous, that the Apaches surprised four
nten and murderad them for bluod alone, as they were found
without even a garment being taken from their bodies.
The soil is everywhere ricl, producing & luxuriant growth
of grass, and in many places a heavy growth of mezquit
timber, which is also loaded with beans, of which cattle
and horses are as fond as of barley or'corn.  This fruit
is called mezquit beans from its resemblance to the field
bean in the pod, and is by many considered as valuable for
slock as grain. A Col. Donglass, in connection with W,
B3. Roads and Dodson, have taken up this rancho,
(Soport,) and intend lolding it by pre-craption. ‘There
ean he no better conntyy for stock, while there is also
plenty of good titlable Iand.  “T'hey have heve a silver mine
which they are working with sanguine anticipations of its
ultinntely yielding them n fortnne.
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“To give some idea of the character of this mine, which
may or may not be a fair sample of the hundred other
mines that have been atendoned in the Gadsden 1P urchiase,
1 will here give an extract from a letter reccived this date
from my worthy friend aud acquaintance, Wim. B3, Roads,
Esq., formerly of Stockfon, California, and known to wmany
of the citizens of this place. s letter is dated Decem-
ber 30, 1856, and reads thus:

“ ¢ AL Jast, about six weeks since, the troops arrived under
command of Munjor Stein. Tueson he did not think a
proper place for encunpment, and so he went to Calabazas
rancho, to the great disappointmunt of all the Tucson fel-
lows, the most of whom have gone to Tubac te lake up
land for raising a crop for the next year. DProvisious e
very high.  Wheal is worth two dollars and fifly cenis per
bushel ; corn and barley, five cepts per pound ; polatos,
ten cents per pound, and not to be had at that, even for
geed. IProm all appearances, all kinds of produce will keep
up lo present prices for more than a year lo come.  Store
goods arc sokl at the California pricesof 1849, Cattle are
very high, and will be worth maore here than at any place
in the west. Most of the old ranchos are destroyed by the
Indians, but if those in command of the troops here do as
they say they will, we will roon be rid of these plagues—
then will he the time to take up land in this country. There
are some old Spanish titles which will doubtless hiold good,
and there nre also Mexican titles or grants for nearly every
foot of the remaining fertile portion of the Purchase, which
are regardad as counterfeil and given by illegal authorities,
and will not hold. It seems that the officers of this com-
mand have commenced to speculate in real estale.

“¢ About mining we lave good prospects before us.
Scarcely a week passes hut what we hear of same new dis-
covery, and still there nre very few prospecting. Next
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year we will sce many a mine worked ta advantage, and
on a more substantial basiz than the placer diggings of
Californin ever have, or ever can be worked.  Cel. Doug-
lass, Dodson and myself are now at the Sopori ranche,
working & silver mine, ouly one mile from water and tim-
ber, (the same as we were prepaning to work when you
were down here.) containing metal in abundance, which
yiclds as it comes from the vein, when worked with quick.
sitvery ten marks, or cighty dollacs to the three hundred
pounds,  Gold is scattered all throngh the vein,  Besides
us there are two other mining companies,  One at Tubac
and one at San Xavier, both of them seem fo be satislied
with their mines,

“*Not long since {he Tudians made their appenarance
again, but we hope the almighty arm of the United States
will protect vs from tlhese thieving scoundrels,  Come out
here aml see how things Took now.  You would not leave
here witliout maki’ng one or another good speculntion.

“<WM. B. ROADS?

“ Filicen miles further T came to the Arrivaea Rnnche
(deserted.) Nature here eertainly strnined every energy
and device 1o make a parndise on earth, or rather a place
for a paradise ; for o more lovely, enchanting spot I never
saw. INo description can convey any iden of its beauly, or
of its rare and unsurpussed advantages for farming and
stock raising purposes. The elevation is auch as to render
the climate as charming and desirable as the other qualities
just deseribed. Itis covered iy a Spanish grant for tires
squere leagies, said to be genuine,  There is an old,
deserled silver mine near by.

% Passing froin Arrivaca, I turned more to the south, nnd
leaving the valley I entnred roliing hilis. At ten miles, I
came lo the Sonora line, and al Lwenty miles further Teame
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to the Busini Rancho, nlso deserted, and this is another
apecimen of nature’s efforts at perfection. T =aw this doy
the firsk wild turkey since I have been on the Pacific coast.
Deer and antelope are very namerons.  Fifteen miles to
the north-east is the Agua Calienie silver mine, where the
famous ¢ planchas de a plata’ were found upon the snrface
of the ground, onc of which brought over seven hundred
dollars.

“ Leaving (he Busini Rancho, a mile or two brought me
to the Agna Calienie creek, down which stream 1 continuad
to Tubatama, a distance of thirty miles, aund the first habit-
able place I had scen since leaving San NXavier. To thig
place the valley of the Agun Caliente is gencrally narrow,
well timbered, nnd very fertile. The back country is
broken and rolling, but generaily well adapted to the rais-
ing of stock. Tubatama contains a population of about six
hundred inhabitants. © They are hospitable, but with one
or two exceptions miserably poor. Altheugh the soil when
cultivated, produces most generonsly of everything from
sugar-cane down to a radish, they havely vaise o saflicieney
to subsist upon. A more indolent, tinid, miserably useless
race of beings I never met with,  There was not a pound
of meat in the place, and most thankfully did they receive
from me a present of venison ham, killed that day upon the
road. At this point the valley beenmes much broader, and
the surrounding country less broken.

“ Continuing down the same valley, I ciune to Altar, a
distance of thirly milus, 11 is situated near the junction of
the Agua Caliento and San Ignacio vivers. In this distance
of thirty miles 1 passed many setilements. The valley
continues fertile nnd everywhere rewards vichly the Inbors
of the husbandman.  Aliar is n town of some importance,
and has been lhe centre of & considerable trade. It is hnilt
of adobes, nnd rome of the huildings present & neat appear-
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ance, but decay is much more frequently reflected rom
everything in the shape of & teuement.  Ilere comes the
inquiry, wherefore is all this deeay and ruin, this indolence
and want of encrgy to develupe & country unsurpassed in
climate and natural resources, unless it be to hnsten for-
ward the day when the stara and sivipes shall float over
these crumbling walls, and infuse into everything under
it folds the same spirit of progress and reform and rivilis
zation that has ever fullen from its presence P Nature, civ-
ilization and humanity to that helplesa and elfeminate race,
all spenk in unmistakable signs for such n result.  Why
showld our Government longer stay behind herself? The
lown has a population of about six thousand; generally,
miserably poor and indolent, but withal, as it is usual for
them under any circumstances—very contented.  Their

“wants are few nnd easily satisfted,  They instinctively sece
their fale, and quictly submit with resignation. The climate
is delightiul; many of the tropical producls and fruits
flourish. 1 was very hospitally aml kindly entertained
during my siay of two days,

“Time now admonished me that T must set my course
homeward, and taking tiie most dircet route in a north-west
course, I came the fiest day only to the Laguna Rancho, &
distance of twelve miles, passing ihrough a level country
with rich sail anid & good growth of grnas, wilh but little
water, which continues nearly to Sonio, a town sixty miles
distant from Altar. Bonio iz & small mining town, situated
near the line between the Purchase and Sonorn, in 1he lat-

_tor, and has a population appronching two or three hundred
inhabitants. Thay are the most industrious community I
have seen, and prosccute their mining operations in their
rude way with considerable enrcrgy.  Gold is the prinripal
nineral sought, but several very vich specimens of silver
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were ghown to me, and the owner of the mine of which some
of thesc specimens were representatives, wonld sell an in-
tercst for sixty thousamildollars. Judging from thespecimens
shown me, il must be a very rich mine.  Agrieulture ia
hete entively neglected.  The country has already becomae
more rugged, with a poorer seil than heretofore. Waler ia
also scarce. T was drenched with rain on the evening of
my arcival (Aug. 2d,) in a severe thunder-shower,  The
same hospitality wns extended me here ns usual among
the Sonorians.

* Leaving Sonio, the road follows but a short distance to
the left, and nearly in the same direction as the boundary
line hetween the Purchase and Sonora, 1o Zonoila, a sinall
town of two hundred inhabitants, sixty miles distant from
Sanio. The country is genernlly rolling, or sometimes,
quite broken, and destitute of waler, bul in many places
haa the appearanco of a good soil.  There is a fine rnning
stream here, but the first waler reached in opproaching the
village sre some ponds of atkali, strong enough to kill stock
if sufferet 1o drink mel of it. Zonoita derives its impaor-
tance chiefly from its proximity to the Arvizona copper
mines, forty miles distant, in a north-cast direction. There
is considerable intercourse and irade Leiween the denizens
of the former and the agents and Iaborers of the latter.

“1 am not nble to give yoit a jnst and accurnte deserip-
tion of these mines, and 1 will only say that the ore is rich
(from forty to ninefy per cent. pure metal,) and inexhausi-
ible. It i fifty-six miles by land from the mines (o the
Gila, whence it may be shipped in flat-boats te Fort Yuma,
or the Gulf, and thence direct fo any market in tire world,
Sixty per cent. ore is worth three hundred and eighty
dollars per ten,  IFrom this data the euricus ean work out
(heir own figures,

——y

o )
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« Zonoita and ifs vicinity are well watered, and sinee the
opening of the Arizona mines by the present compnny,
have been allownd by the Apaches to presper.  The couse-
quence i8 that the earth is made to yield her annual har-
vests of corn, wheaty ofe., ele., while horses, cattle, sheep,
ete., are atlowed to gladden the liearts of their owners, and
to multiply and increase in-comparative security.

“1°rom this place Lo Fort Yuma it is one hundred aml fifty
miles, with penmanent water only the ficst fifteen miles.
The remaining one hundred and thirty-five miles is fre-
quently withont a drop of water via the ‘L'inaja Alta roule.
e season ns many nas thirteen persons perished in
atlempting to make thix juirney.  The country is uninhab-
iled, and in many places destitute of grass.  There ia
nothing on thiz route to deseribe, unless it Le the Tinjas
Altas (high lanks.) 'These tnnks arc at a distance of sixty
miles from Fort Yuma, and ace a series of natural tanks,
worn out in the rocks by the waler descending from a high
table-land, down a steep hlufl of granite rock of full threo
hundred feet on to the plain below. T this descent the
water has washed out, or there are formed in the rocks,
nine successive tanks, one above the other, which in the
rainy senson fill with water that either evaporantes or is
drunk by wild animals, or the stock passing to and from
the river. The lower tank only is acccssiblo for any of
our dvmestic animals, and when exhausted, the water has
to he passed down in buckets from the tanks above. This
operation is both slow and dangerous.  One person whom
I know, was thus crippled for life.  Hence 1o Fart Yuma
the road passes ovor n Jevel eountry without another drop
of waler.”

The mezqnit beans are growd into flour by the native
Indians, which has o sickish sweetness.  The fruit of the
petnhaya resembles the pulp ol figs, and has something of
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the samo taste mingled with that of raspberry. Of thal
fruit the Indians manufichire molasses,
Adios,
Sefior,

AaricoLa. -
CIiNCINNATUS.
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n;uy liere be permitted to mention her varied climate.  The
palint tribe abound as high as twelve thonsand feet above
the level of the sea; and on the confines of the temperate
rud torrid zones ave cultivated the sugar cane, cotton, indi-
go, nnd cacne plants, at an elevation of eighteen hundred
or twenty-four hundred feet.  Ilowever, the stigar cane s
successfully grown as Ingh as six theusand feet in the val-
leys. The banana tree extends from the shores of the sea,
to an clevntion of four thousand, three hundred and fifty
feety while the temperate region fimn twelve hinndred to
gix thousand, six hundred feet of elevation, presents the
liquid amber styrax, and the laurel of Cervantes; and be-
sides these, many other vavicties of smilar constitutional
plants and trees. There arc four varicties of Bexican
oak, which commence at an elevation of twenty-cight hun-
dred and twenty feet, and generally end at six Lundred and
twenty; and here may be seen the mountam yew, and ihe
corrigated angular Banisteria.  In an elevation of six
thousand feet, and from this te fourtcen thousand, one meets
with the thick stemmed oak, the Mexican rose, the elder,
the Mexican strawberry, the Datura superba, cardlingl sa ge,
the dwarf Potentilla, and the wonderful Cheirostemon pla-
tanordes. The pines, which commence in the temperale
zone at an elevation of five thousand seven huundred foet,
do not disappear till they reach the eold of twelve thonsand
feet. Mahis, the native name for maize, suceeeds on the
gea, coast, nud in the valleys of the Tolucca, at an clova-
tion of cight thousand four hundred feet above the sea.
TIts production i commenly in the proportion of one hun-
dred and fifty to one. It forms the principal nourishment
both for man and animals.

Wheat, barley and the other grains of Europe, are cul-
tivated to no extent, except on the plain which is situated
in the temperate zone. Mexice produces indigenous spe-
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cies of cherry, apple, walnut, mulberry, and sitk worms.
Bamboo is said to be grown in Vera Paz to the height of
onc hundred fect, and betwecn the joints to be capable of
holding twenty-five pounds of water; and no good reason
can be adduced from this posilion, that the same will not
grow equally as well in the territory of Tehuantepec, being
in the same latitude and a diflerence of nearly four deprees
of longitude.

1t is a watter of history with the early fathers who trav-
eled in Anabuac after its conquest, to have noted the remaing
of past ages in Indian towns and fortifications. And in
view of this, the Father Garces found, in the country of
the DMoquis tribe on the Yaquesilia, a branch of the Color-
ado river, & town regulurly builty containing houses of sev-
eral stories, and large public squares. More te the south,
“on el Rio Gila, the same missionary discovered ruins of 3
kind of strong castle, with its sides arranged to the four
cardinal points. The Indians who live in the vicinity of
these ruins, inhabit populous villages and cultivate maize,
cotion anl calabash.  These traces of ancient civilization,
correspond with the traditions of the Mexicans, who affirm
that their ancestors repeatedly halted in these regions after
leaving the country of Asztlan.  Their first siation was on
the banks of the luke Teguayo; their second station on
the Gila river; their third in New Biscay, near the presi-
dio of Yanos, where there are likewise the ruins of build-
ings, called by the Spaniards casas grandes.

The country of the Pimos, according to early writers,
. ahounds in gold. This tribe wasreduced to subjection and
civilization by the Missionaries, but the Seris tribe (an
Asiatic name) resisted their influence,  Arispein the State
of Sonora, is a town of considerable importance, having a
population of near ten thousand. Near Alamos, in the
lower purt of the State of Sonora, there is one among the
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richest silver mines of the Republie, which is in the viein-
ity of el Rio Mayo, and about sixty miles from the Gulf of
California. Fort Yuma is situated on the west side of the
Colorado' river, at the junclion of this and the Gila river,
It i3 now a military station for the United Siates troops,
and js the contemplated terminus on the Colorado for the
southern railroad coming to the several parts of California,
San Diego and Sap TFrancisco. Rocky hills extend four
or five bundred yards north of the junction, und letween
two and three miles south of it.

The bottom lands of the Colorado river below the june-
tion, present characleristics of former cultivation, ag canals
or acequiad are seen in many places.  Of what age this
may have been inhabited and thus cultivated, there is no
record in history ; perhaps, antevior to the coming of the
Spaniards to the Western Continent.

Near Fort Yuma are scen the crumbling fragments of
the old Mission buildings, crected by the early and pious
Fathers to this Pagan land.  As early as the year 1540,
Fernando Alarchon, in a voyage to explore the Gulf of
California by order of Antonio de Mendoca, Viceroy of
New Spain, discovered the mouth of the Colorado river,
which he then entered. The Salinas river, a northern
branch of the (ila, abounds in cotton lands, and ncar it
there are the ruins of architectural designs belonging to an
age far in the past; though the tradition of the Indian
tribes in this region, maintain that these, as well as the
ruins above the Pimo villages, are the “ houses of Monte-
zuma.” For Indians, the Pimos are quite noted for agri-
cultural and grazing pursuits. They produce wheat, corn,
beans, pumpkins, squashes, mezquit beans, and (their sub-
stitute for sugar) the fruit of the “petahaya”

Tiic regioa of the (ziln, not distant from the Salibas, and
Rio Verde, a branch of the latter river, presents many for-
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lorn pictures of departed ages, when it received the will
and enterprise of a people fir in advance of the different
Indian tribes who presently inhabit the rich savannahs bor-
dering on these siveams. The bottom Jand of the Gila near
Casas Grandes, or Great Houses, is about a mile wide and
is thickly covered with mezquil {rees from twelve to twenty
fect high; and among which on the plain, the tall and
graceful “petahaya,” occasionally thrusts forth its thorny
arms, like so many giant candelahra.  These Hduses com-
pris¢ three buildings within a space of one hundred and
fifty yards.

‘The larger oneis in the best state of preservalion ; its
fonr exterior walls and most of the inner ones remaining.
The central portion or towers scems to be at least ten feet
higher than the outer walls, as it vises from. the foundation.
The wally are composed of adobes made of mud o clay,
and nre four or five feet thick.  From the present appear-
ance, the inside walls were plastered with a hard finish,
while the outside presents itsell rather roughly. ‘The
inside surface has quite a polish, being composed from ils
aspect, of Mexican ccment.

This building must have been, from the evidences wlhich
onc Dbeholds about it, at least four stories high. Doors
connecl most of the apartments; and besides, there are cir-
cular openiugs in the apper part of the chambers to admit
air and lighi. ‘Ll peculiarity, incident to the doors and
windows or apcrtures for light, prevailing in the remains
of ancient buildings in Central America, evinces itself with
reference to the construction of las # casas grandes,” near
the Gila; and from analogy of reasoning, one mightarrive
at the same conclusion as to (he settlement of each portion
of the conntry by a people much alike and of one kindred
origin. The erection of these monuments to huva perpet-
nated a past age is shrouded in mystery ; and as they now
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appear, they were discovered by the first explorers of this
region of country, who were informed by the Indians that
they had been constructed five hundred years before.

Tucson nearly in the central portion of the Gadsden
Purchase, is a town referred to by the early missionarics
which was then, as now, a garrison. It stands on the pla-
tean adjoining the fertile valley watered by the Santa Cru=
River, a small stream which rises ten miles north-east of
the town of Santa Cruz, whence it flows south to that
place. RBesides the cercals of the temperate zoune, grapes,
peaches, pears and apples are here cultivated. The bottom-
lands are here ncarly one mile in width, and are remark-
ably productive. Through them run irrigating canals in
every direction, the demarcations;of which’are visible by
the rows of cotton-woods and willows, which add a charm
to the surrounding scencry. A view of the country from
the height of Guadalupe Tass in the Gadsden Purchase
is truly magnificent. Casting the eye around, one beholds
the whole Puass with its defiles and mountains, its forests of
oaks and pines, its deep gorges and grassy valleys ; while
in the center one seces presented a huge pile of rocks of a
light green and whitish colors, which presents a pleasing
contrast with the rich hue of the foliage around.

The nataral history of the Gadsden Purchase presents
its poculiarities in the mountains and along the streams,
where forest trees and sbrubbery abound. There one
beholds the leopard, cougar, ocelot, Iynx, panther; brown,
black and grizzly bears; the fox, antelope, and various
kinds of deer; the Iarge wolf, the coyote, raccoon, skunk,
marmot, weasel; a variety of moles, rats and miee, which
live in the ground; aud haves, rabbits, squirrels, and
Rocky Mountain sheep, as well as the heaver.

‘There are also many species of reptiles which are con-
sidered poisonous; as the horrid tarantula, which lives in
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the ground, covering its entrance with a teap-door; scor-
pions of different kinds, a black variety of which being
remarkably fatal in its sting; centipede, venagron, and
nlacran, very poisonous xeptiles; and also the rattle-snake.
The prairic dog abounds here on the plains and high tabie
lands.  “The colov of this animal js that of a light brown,
and the lower part of its body, with its face and neck, is of
a whitish yelaw,

OF the practicability of a railroad I have nlready men-
tioned in a portion of this letter, from ncar El Paso of el
rio Grande through the defiles of the Penal and San Pedro
~‘mountain ranges westwardly. These are local names for
la Sierra Madre which pervades the Mexican Republic gen-
erilly from the southeast to the northwest. The entire
route from Ll Paso on the rio Grande to Colorade City
preseats no insurmountable obstacle.  Here the river Colo-
rado can be easily bridged, for it is ounly six hundred feet
wide. )rom I8l Paso to Fort Yuma, I have alveady shown
the practicability ofa railroad ; the other portions of it con-
necting the Atiantic States and the State of California, I
will leave for different sections to regulate and, by eonced-
ing, concentrate theiv whole force against their formidable
barrier in the rock of ages, la Sierra Nevada.

Inthe Mexican Confederation, the Department of Lower
California, and the States of Sonora, Cinaloa, Guadalajara
or Jaliseo, the terrilory of Colima, the States of Valla.
* dolid or Blichoacan, Guerrero, Oajaca, the territory of Te-
huantepee, and the State of Chiapa; and nearly in the rear
of the fivst three of these, tie States of Chihuvahua, Durango,
Zacateeas, and Guanajuato, oecupy my description of the
Western Slope of this Repnblic; thongh having taken the
main route of traveling in thisregion of the country, which
T have the more niinutely touched upon.  Yet in doing this,
¥ was often led aside from the principal road, to feast my
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ming in beholding new objeets, or in intelligent conversation,
or to afford my reason a more ample scope to penctrate
under the duk veil of the natural wealth abounding in

.these regions, or of Mexican Anarchy., Iew of these
States there mre, which would not open to an mdustrions,
well governed, and intelligent people, a far more magnifi-
cent field to operate in, than even the great State of Cali-
fornia, either with respect to mineral resourees, or grazing
and agvienitural wealth, yet to be developed.

This portion of Mexico wants the people, possessing the
ihdustry, enterprise and inteliigence, so commonly visible
in the Republic of the United States, in order to develop
thosc latent properties of the earth, which a Wise Provi-
denee has Iaid up in store, 1o be measured out as great
occasiond and a greal people, may seem to require.  The
soil, the forests, in dales, or on mountains, and the inner
depths of those regions, cssentially combiue, fo a great
extent, all those natural elements, which, if sought after and
eked out Ly capital well directed throngh sagacity and
prudence, and under well orpanized and well administered
government, would tnost eminently emblazon the fair
escutcheon of notional fame, causing the flag of this Kepub-
lic to wave proudly on cvery ocean, and her embassadors to
be deferently heard af every foreign court.  Whereas, how
is the case with Mexico? Is her fate smong nalions not
nearly sealed?  Shedding her fost fears in the cause of
patriotic hberty, her pofriof has risen to wash her from her
staing, and St hev {for the passage!  Comonfort !

While traveling v Mexice this year, 1856, the best in-
formation I was able to obtain as to the mines, was that the
number of them both silver and gold rose formerly to three
thousand ; but that, owing fo the incessant revolutions, a
very few ont ol this number are now worked.  The regions,
containing those which I liave now in mind, include Sonora,
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Cinaloa, Jalisco, Oajaca, Guanajuato, Zacatecas, Durango,
and Chihuabuoa ; however, the amount of each annual yield
of the precious metals, falls at present far short of the sum
usvally procured, when under Spanish dominion., In the
city of Goadalajara, I was told that Sombrerete in Zacule-
cas, and Hostotipaguillo in the State of Jalisco, seemed to
be paying as well as the Companics could reasonably ex-
peet, under the present cirenmsiances, with respect to the
revolutionary condition of the couniry. It is reported by
good authority that the annual product of all the mines of
Mexico, including the different metals, varies not much
from twenty-six millions.

Within the bounds of the diflerent States, there are many
sources of copper, lead, jron and quitksilver. This metal
abounds in some twenty-five different sources or mines, and
its consumption is more than equal to the amount produced ;
a large demand being aanually made upon the Almaden
mines necar San José, State of California. In conversing
with intelligent Mexicans upon suljects connected with
mining pursuils, I discovered that, in many of the primi-
tive rocks, abounding in varions regions of Mexico, there
are found avvifcrous veins, as in those of the State of Oa-
jaca; for here the granite breaks through the secondary or
superincumbent formation of rocks, capping the summits of -
its mountain ranges. (ineiss, mica-slate, and syenite, ex-
tending from the central ridges to either coast, bear the
same golden veins.  Also, I discovered that the table-lands
of much of this Republic indicate nothing more than super-
structures of parpherics, embosoming, in an eminent degree,
those rich deposits of precious metals, which have, sinee its
discovery and conquest, so much distinguished this portion
of America. And as accompaniments (o these porphyritic
rocks, in this respect, though perhaps in not so high adegree,
old sundstone, clayslate, syenite, obsidian, serpentine,

0¥
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amygdaloid, dolerite, and basaltic lavas, may fall under the
same observalion as to mineral wealth ; nolsithstanding, in
parts of the country, as I have quite recently remarked,
primitive rocks show their aged peaks, and that too, in ne
- worthless form.

In the State of Oajaca, deposites of rock salt abound, and
also, saline springs ave seen emanating from them.  The
westerly portions of the States of Cinalea, Jalisco, Valli-
dolid, Guerrero, Qajaca, the Territory of Tehnantepec and
the Staie of Chiapa, possess as rich a soil, and ns medivm
& climate, the same valunble forest trees, and to a great
extent the same productions, ns the Territory of Colima,
with the same snsceptibilities of development. The capa-
bilities of this Territory, I have already enlarged upon in
& previous letter.

In my recapitulation of the ground 1 have once been
over in this Republic, in connection with communicating to
you, Agricola, more definitely, matter which T obtained
through the medium of intelligence and observation, T will
draw your attention, in the first place, to Lower California.
This Territory embraces an area of more than sixty thou-
sand square miles, with a population of twelyve thousand;
its capital is La Paz, having a population of about five
hundred. Tt is essentially voleanic, and is traversed
throughout its whole length by la Sierra Nevada, in the
same manner as the State of California,

The soil is generally not productive; however, at the
base of the mountaing, and in swall valleys where the
decomposition of lava has been going on for ages, it pos-
sesses an increditable feeundity. The searcity of riversin
Lower California bars much its prosperity 5 and unless the
Artesian well system can he successfully intreduced, years
- will elapse ercit te generally distingushed for agriculture.
The temperature is much milder than 11 the State of Cal-
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ifornia ; and the rains in winter are short, but severe, attend-
ed by fearful storms, which spread many times, general
‘consternation in whole districts, leaving scarcely the fertile
soil to tread upon.  During the raing, the thermometer sel-
dom falls below fifty degrees Falenheit.

The productions of this territory, are maize, manioe,
wheunt, beans, peas, and all kinds of esculent roots, excel-
lent grapes, from which wine is made of a remarkable rich
quality ; oranges, lemons, limes, citrons, prunes, dates, figs,
pine-apples, bananas, plantains, and other tropical fruit.
Stock of various kinds giuze in the valleys and or the
mountains, consisting of horses, cattle, sheep, goats, and
hogs. TIish abound to a great extent, such as halibut, sal-
mon, turbot, skate, pilehard, large oysters, thornback, mack-
erel, barbel, bomtos, soles, lobsters, sardines, cod, tunnies,
anchovics and pearl-oysters.  As I have already observed,
pear] fishery is muclr pursued at La Paz, thongh formerly
more extensively than at present.  Gold, silver, and cop-
per, are reported to abound in this territory, though to what
cxtent, it is difficult for Americans to ascertain, especinlly
their loeations and richness; however, in the region of La
Paz, a gold mine is worked and said to be rich.

Seattwred over the vast area of Lower California, there
are’ thirty towns of comparative small populdtion; twelve
islands in the Gulf of California, and aboui eight west of
the coast, but near it; six bays on the east coast, and ten
on the west; and finally, in this view of its natural char-
acteristics, few are the rivers or streams which furrow the
proud mountains of this peninsula, foaming and tumbling
to the shores.

Sonora embraces an area of one hundred and twenty-
three thousand, four hundred and 8ix{y-six square miles,with
a population of near one bundred and fifty thousand; its
capital heing Ures, and possessed of a population amounting
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to about six thousand. The southern portion of if, as well

as the central, seems to be quite well watered, and the soil

highly productive under the influence of irrigation. La

Cordillera on the east, south, and on el rio de Yaqui, towers

at many poinis to a yngnificence rather sublime; and

some parts of it are characlerized as abounding in gold and

other valuable metals, There are several good ports on

ity coast, in the Gzulf; and in this yespect, Guaymas poa-

sesses a preéminence.  The productions would to a great

extent, assimilate themsclves to those of Lower Callfornia.

Several rivers abound ; such as the Mayo, Yaqui, Guay-
mas, or San José Creek, Sonora, Sau Miguel, and San

Ignaciv ; and in tile northern and northwestern portion of
this State, the rivers Gila and Colorado flow.

As T have cbserved respecting the powerful Indian tribes
of this State, somme of them retain their primitive manners
and custems, rejecting the overtures of the Cross, and pre-
ferring to worship God as did their Fathers of yove!
These Indians have never been conguered, and it would
seent from various statements, that the Mexicans hold pos-
session of portions of the counity us tenants at will and
sufferance. Some of the Iudians pursue agriculture, while
others roam over the forests, plains and mountains, clioos-
ing a nomadic life to the rural retirement of fixed gains.
Within the boundary of this vast extant of country, there
are one hundred and twenty towns and cities ; the chiof of
which, in & commercial view, stands Guaymas.

The port of Guaymas posscsses one of the safest and
best harbors on the Mexican Pacific coast, or in the Guif
of California. It is rather capacious and sufficiently large
to accommodate one hundred sail. It is secure against all
kinds of wind, and ab all seasons; the holding gronnd is
good, being clay; and it is surrounded by high mountains,
which cause it to be remarkably hot and unhealthy during
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the rainy season.  The season at this.port is the same ag
at Mazatlan and San Blas.

North of el rio Yaqui, the country is rough and moun-
tainous as it approaches the river, but between this river
and el Mayo, it i3 highly productive, a3 I have heretofore
remurked, assuming a more varied and beautiful aspect.
‘The grains of the temperate zone can be produced in the
northern and middle portion of this State, most abundantly ;
while sugar-cane and cotfon, with many of the iropieal
fruits, arc made to abound in the more scuthern portion.
The route from Franklin near El Pase to Guaymas,
through the States of Chihuahua and Sonora, though
meandering, in order to pass the bases of towering moun-
tains, and lead a track through their deep defiles, will, at
no distant day, receive the approbation of untold millions,
and add a new link between the Ilastern and Western
Coasts ot America.

~'P'his route is reputed praclicable for a railroad, and it
is only a malter of time, ere a wilderness and the asavage
hordes shall be awakened by the nosirils of the Iocomo-
tive and the Cars of Freedom, plowing their now desolate
wilds !

The population of Guaymas in the dry and healthy sea-
son, is near five thousand; but approaching the rainy por-
tion of the year, many leave, going to other towns in the
more elevated sections of the Siate, while others go to los
ranchos y las Aaciendas de ellos, to superintend the active
and pressing concernments of their rural interests, and
thereby avoid the sickness or licat of summer,

The route adapted for a railroad from Franklin or El
Paso to the port of Guaymas on the Gulf of California,
would indicate itself by the way of the Guadalupe Pass,
the head waters of the Yaqui river, and so between this
river and that of Sonora, through practicable districts for
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this object, till it inay reach the San José Creck or the
Guaymas river, thence down it 1o this noted port, more
especally, of late consideration,

There are but two lakes, Cienago de Ceres and Ditic
Chiquito 3 the former thirty miles Jong, and the latter
twenty. With respeet to the purposes of Government, the
State is divided into the two departments, Arispe and Hor-
casitas. On the western coast in the Gulf of Cdlifomiu,
there are several bays :wnd ports which might be turned to
advantageous uses, were the State prosperous and rapidly
advancing.

Wres, the capital of the State of Sonora, alternately with
Arlspe, was vriginally a point designated by 1he holy Jesuits
in the early settlement of this tervitary, for themsclves to
exercise their faith in, and propagaie among the Indian
tribes inhabiling this region of country, the symbols of their
creed. The town is laid cut much with a view to regular
ity, consisting of squares, with wuna Lllaza in the center.
The church adjacent, is a substantial, well-built edifice, com-

‘manding in its aspect, and resembling the order of archi-
tecture usuaily adopted for this elass of buildings in Mexico.
Private residences are constructed in the same manner as
in other places having fallen under my pen, being well
built and spacious. No peculiarity distinguislies the Leg-
islative Iiall from other buildings, except that a fiag-staff
is seen floating in the gentle brecze. Cornices and other
exterior ornaments, arc rather tastefully appended to many
of the buildings, which, in view of these being plastered
and colored, or painted as usual in many of the Mexican
towns, tend to promeote an agreeable and pleasant appear-
ance.

Near this town is ¢l Rio de Sonora, and on either side the
bottom land for more than amile extends, possessing remark-
able fertility, and producing corn, wheat, Chili, pumpkins,
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and also adapted to sugar enne and cotton.  For in the.
town therve grows a single dale tree, which perhaps the
holy Fathers brought with them to this early Mission
ground. '

The river botlom lands extending to the city of IHermo-
sillo, distance of about fifty-four miles from Urcs, possesses
a prolific soil ; and would, under a good cultivation, supply
many a new-rising mart, with the substantials and even the
Juxuries of life. DBlost of this space is lined with ranchos
y haciendas ; and some few produce large supplies of wheat
and eother grains. La Iacicnda de Don Manucel Gandera
at Tapahui, is reported to grow more than twenty thousand
bushels of the former grain, besides all others usually eul-
tivated in the State of California.

Hermosillo 13 a city of much importance and wealth in
the State of Sonory, situated ncarly thirty-seven leagues in
a northward direction from the pert of Guaymas, with a
good wagon road for the convenience of tiavel, and the
transmission of merchandise into the interior. It was for-
merly called the Dresidio of Pitie, which helonged to the
éompany of Llorcasitas. Ifs site is in a valley about fen
miles in length by four in width, which is flanked by Ia
Sierra de la Campnila, and las Sicrras de Colorade and
Chanati; and through which el Rio de Sonora flows, sup-
plying it and the city peoplo with an abundance of water
for irrigation and household nses.  This city is reported to
possess a. population of moxe than Lwenty thousand souls,
including nearly all shades of lnuman physiognomy., 'The
climate is considercd healthy ; though the thermometer in
suminer ranges for months during the day time from ninety-
four to one hundred degrees Falirenheit, yet as the westerly
breeze springs up in the evening from the Gulf of Cali-
fornia, resembling somewhat the summer winds of San
Francisco, but in a much milder form, it brings with it the
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cool ocean air, and makes the nights refreshing and invig-
orating. ' -

The vivers Sonora and San Miguel, aftar uniting a short
distance above Ilermosillo, and thence flowing half way to
the Gulf, lose themselves in a swamp, or en una ciencgn,
The Spanish or Moorish style of architeciure is observed
here as elsewhere ; however, many of the private huildings
combine durability and tasteful designs in tleir construe-
tion, especially in Lthe principal streets, being all colored and
often ornamented with colonades, pilasters and balustrades.
The court-yards are filled swith orange trees and flowering
shrubs, and made glad with jetting fountains, dispensing
their liquid dews upon the tender and perennial verdure.
La Alamedz attached to the margin of this town, is de-
signed tastefully, and possessing quite a varicty of orna-
mental trees, among which may be mentioned the pzhn ; the
elapse of time may yeti note it highly embellished, combin-
ing the tropical and temperate verdure in perennial bloom,
when the destiny of this fair land shall be swayed by a
stronger hand and a firmer will.

The productions of the valley of Hermosillo, however
smaall the extent of its surface, often exceed more than
sixty thousand hushels of wheat; twenty-five thousand
bushels of maize, befides a large amount of other grains.
Vegetables abound and are cultivaied fo some extent;
clili colorado, garlics, sweet potatocs, and oniong, demand-
ing the most attention. Among the class of fruits most
culiivated in this valley and district of country, and abound-
ing most plentifully, figs, pomegranaies, peaches, citrons,
lemons, limes, oranges, melons and grapes, rank most pre-
eminently with those of similar fruit-bearing regions in
other countries, possessing in a remarkable degree a rich
saccharine taste, almost unequalled, owing to the heat of
the climate and the peculiarity of the soil.
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T am informed that in this vegion of Sonota, the vine ig
exlensively cultivated, and from the grapes & large amount
of brandy and wine is annually manufactured for home
consumption ; aml comparing this, as well as the lower part
of this State, with the south of Spain and Italy, and the
Islands of the Mediterranean likewise, I can conecive no
just rcasons why this portion of Sonora, when the same
variety of fruits, and cspecially grapes, shall be imported
and introduced as coming growths nmong its fruit and vine-
grawers, should not produce equally as good, if ot excel,
the Smyrna figs and the Malaga raisins.  IUis stated by
good authority in Sonora, that the product of wlicat in the
middie and northern portien of the State, is frequently
from two hundred and fifty {o three hundred to one ; rather
excelling the palmy days of California. Much of the
northern commerce of this State, is carried on through
Termosillo, making Guaymas in thig respeet o mere enire-
pot, and consequently it bas inany wlholesale establishments
for vending dry goods.  Some manufacturing is pursued—
such as the making of shoes, boots, hats, saddles; serapes,
and rebozos.

Cinaloa cxtends over an areas of near thirty-six thousand
gquarc miles, having a population of one hundred and sixty
thousand ; it capital is Culiacan, with a population of eight
thousand. The surface of the Iand along ihe coast is low,
and somewhat sandy ; though the soil is quick and remark-
ably fertile. Tis productions being similar to those of
Lower California, yet more abundant and of a more tropi-
cal growth, which might be made to compare with those of
the territory of Colima.  Dye woods abound on the coast,
and towards La Sicrra Madre ; and on the eastern frontier
there abound extensive ferests of pine and eedar.  Along
the coast there ave six bays, the chief one of which is that
of Mazatlan.  Several rivers flow into the coast, as Cafias,
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Rosario, Rastla, Xahala, Culiacan, Cinnloa, Estercllos amd
Fuerte.  IMowing frem the mountning in the more eastern
portion of the Siale, they sabserve the admirable anld val-
uable purpose of frvigation during the dry scason.  Tn this
Stute, there nre one hundred towns and cities, nmed out of
the latier, Mazatlan, Culiacan, Cinalon and villa del Fuerte
are the most prominent,

Jalisco embraces an arca of forty-cight theusand five hun-
dred and nincty square miles, with a populadonof seven hun-
dred and seventy-four thousand, four hundred and sixty-one;
its eapital is (\}nml:ﬂajarn, having a population of more than
sixty thousand. Thisis represented as une of the best of the
Mexican States, passessing remarkalle fertility in the soil,
extensive forests of pine and eedar on the mountains; and
on the coast, luxuriant forests of valualle dye woods, com-
mingled with vipes. Gold abounds in the mountainous
regions of this State. Tt yields, in the preatest exuber-
ance, most of the productions of the torrid and temperate
zones; and the uplands are reputed to be highly promotive
of healih.

The ports on the cousts are Manzanillo, La Navidad,
Tamailan and San Blas.  The most noted of these, is that
of San Blas. The rivers flowing into the coast, which now
present themselves to my notice, are Tamanly, Ipala, Rie
Grande de Santiago de Tololatlan, San Pedro aitd Rio de
Las Canas, The most importaat of these, is the rio grande
de Santiago, which rising partly at Lake Chapala, and ear-
rying the superfluent waler of this lake along in a tumul-
tuous manner ivr many a mile, thrrough frowning wilds and
huge preeipices, disembogues its turbid waters into the bay
of San Blas.

In the State of Jaliseo there are near five lundred towns,
villages and cities, and among the laiter the cities of Guad-
niajava, Tepie, Sayula, Zapotlan and Tequila, are the most
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noted, as having fallen under my observation. These I
have sufliciently mentioned in previous letters.

Lake Chapala i3 the only one of importance in this
State, and it embraces an area of one thousand seven hun-
dred and sixty square miles, being situated in the southeast
portion ; it is eighty miles fong by twenty-two wide on an
average.  The soil near the margin of this Inke, is reputed
to abound in fertility, aml much attcntion is about Veing
paid to the planting of cotton, aside from the other tropi-
cal productions commonly grown in its vicinity.  “The ponds
about the port of Manzanille, and their peculiar formation
around the harbor, impress one with a conlinuous circuit
of water; and lake Cuyuntlan, 1 have quite fully noticed.
At the head of this Inke where persons frequently take
boals to save land travel, is the small Mexican village Te-
coman, and near it and about thirty miles from the port s
the small town of Isilabuaca, in the vicinity of which los
Salinas abound, already alluded 4o,

The terrilory of Colimn extends over nn nrea of threo
thonsand square niles, with a pepulation of sixty-one thou-
sand ; its capital or chiel town is Colima, having a pepu-
Intion of more than thirly thonsand.  Its fertility and pro-
ductivencss T have enlarged upon in such a matner as to
make its agricultural and productive properties known and
appreciated.  Fhe port of Colima receives but liltle atten-
tion—most of the merchandise coming through that of
Manzanillo.  The voleano of Colima I have wrilten upon
sufliciently for the compreliension of its important hearings,
There are but thivly ar forty villages or lowns, besides tho
city of Colima, in the territory, and there are bat two rivers
called Colima and Almeria.  The forest resources of this
territory have alveady been mentioned,

Michoacan possesses an aren of twentyrhree thousand
square miles, with a population of more than four hundred



372 TRAVELS ON TIIE WESTERN SLOPE

and nincty-one thousand; its capital is Morelin, a city of
some importance situated near the interior, and not far from
lake Patzcuaro, in the midst of a fertile and bountiful coun-
try, having a population of cightcen thousand. The soil
of this State is wnsurpassed in the rapid promotion o ma-
turity of all those productions adapted to the tropics, inch-
ding in jis high altitndes those of the temperate zones. It
possessas an uneven surface ; the mountains of Anahuae
spreading oul in various shapes, aud in the westerly portion
is the noted voleano of Jorulla,  Jil Rio de Balsas and its
tributaries, are the most important in this Siate ; the former
forming the boundary line Letween this and the State of
Guerrero.  The forests on the coast and mountains abound
“in valuable woods, while the latter, for years past, have dis-
tinguished themselves by the quantities of silver, gold and
lead they have thrown into circulation. In the western
portion is an extinet volcano by the name of Cerro de Tan-
citaro. In the various portiens of this State there are
nhear three hundred towns, villages and cilics, among the
latter of which, Morella, Patzcuaro and Zamora ave the
most prominent. The city of Morelia is noted as a city of
considerable wealth—for the magnificence of its cathedral
and numerous churches, and for the salubrity of its climafe.
There are two other small lakes towards the northetn por-
tion of the State, but of no avail to navigation. It has no
harbors, and its eommerce on the TPacific is carried on
through the port of Siquantanejo, in the State of Guerrero.

The Stale of Guerrero extends over an arca of thirty-
two thousand square miles, having a scattered population of
two hundred and seventy thousand; its capital is Tixlila,
with a population of near six thousand. It possesses a
varied and mountainous surface in rapid successions; o
¢uick and generous goil to promote, in a high degree, trop-
ical and temperate growths ; forests adapted fo the wants
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of home consumption and foreign commeree, and minernl
wealthh waiting for more thought to develop its inexhausti-
ble resources, with scenery unsurpassed.  Its coast extends
more than three hundred miles on the Pacifie, and is noted
for one of the finest harbors in the commercial world, Aca-
pulco, which is within two hundred miles of the City of
Mexico ; besides the ports of Maldonado, Petatlan, Stquan-
tancjo, and Zacatula.

It is to Acapulco that nature in her sinothered throes,
gave a harbor with all the requisite capacities finished, nnd
bid commerce a land-locked home on the waters of the
deep! To this port there are two entrances-—one by La
Boca Chica, or small mouth, between the points of Pilar

*and Grifo, near thiree hundred yards wide; and the other
lies between Iaa Isla de Ja Roqueta and La Punta de Ja
Bruxa, more than four hundred rods wide. Owing to the
abroptness of the high Iamds surrbnuding the port, and ine
depth of water near the shore, merchant vesscls of the

© largest class may approach and anchor within a few rods,
ot even yards of the beach, 'The entrance of this harbor
may be distinguished by a remarkable white rock, which
lics nearly abreast of the middle part of the white beach
at the bottom of the bay. Before a TPass had been cut
through the highlands or mountains, for the admission of
air, the concentration of the sun’s rays within the port, upon
the water and steep sides, rendered it almost insupportable
from the incrensed heat by reflection ; however, at present
aa gcean breeze sucks through this pass, more particularly
at night, owing to the earth within the tropics retaining its
heat longer than the ocean, and thereby the cool air rushes
in to fill up the vacuum. The rock may be seen with case
at the distance of three or four leagues, when it bears on
any part of the compass between North balf West, and
North northeast half East.
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The chiel rivers are Nasca, Papagallo, and the Balsas
with its tributavies. During the dry season, these serve
the husbandman the means lo procitre the rapid growth of
his planted labor. There are but two small Iakes in this
State, and these are known by the names of Qeulla aud
Chattange, near the coast and below the port of Acapulco.
Scattered over this extent of productive surface, there are
two humdred villages, towns and cities; however, none of
them possess much nole, aside from the ports of Acapulco
and Maldonado.  The riuins of Cochicalco are observed in
the vorthern portion of the State, and go to indicate the ar-
chitectnral genius of ages passed into oblivion.

The area of Oajaca is confined to thirty-one thovsand,
eight hundred and twenty-five square miles, with a popula-
tion of near four hundred and ninety thousand ; the capital
- of this State i3 Oajnea, having a population of twenty-five
thousann., Thre surface of this Staic is uneven and moun-
tainous, possessing all that variety in climate which will
‘promote health, comfort, and all the necessaries for mah.
Bearing in mind the productions of the territory of Colima,
and the increased hicat and the temperature of the numer-
ous mountains, ouc mnay arrive at some conclusion as fo the
capabilities of the soil, while ils primitive and secondary
formations abound in precions metals. The productions
combine cacao, planiains, bananas, pine-apples, cocoa, sugar,
lioney, some coffee, maize, wheat, manioc, gl'ailes and coth-
ineal, with some others, though not 4o important. The
mountains and the Jowlands abound in valuable forests. Tts
coast is two hundred and seventy niiles long, and aside from
Tehuantepec, which is now included in & newly organized
territory, it possesses several ports, as Tilapa, Mistepée and
Tututepee. The chief rivers are the Colotepec, Manial-
tepee and Rio Verde, with its affluents. In this State as
in the others I have mentioned geographically, la Sierra
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Madre towers in various and conspicuons heights in many
portions. The ancient fort of los Cucs, on the trail {o
the City of Mexico from Tututepee, is another mark, dis-
tinguishing the characteristies of the past inhabitants of
Analmae.  And near Mitla, not far from el rie de Mitly,
an aflluent of el rio de Verde, there are also extensive ruins
whiceh tend to characterize the antiquily and past magnifi-
cence of this country.

In this State there are one hundred and eighty lowns,
villages and cities, though none marked with more note
than Oajaea. It is well built, after the Mexican style of
architecture, spreading over an arca of twe and a half
miles. The outskirts of the city and the neighboring
country tecem with gardens and plantations of cacao, coch-
incal and sugar; while in the city are manufactured soap,
perfomery, and cloeolate, as well as many other articles
of home consumption. Some of its buildings are repuied
by Mexicans to be noted for the grandeur and magnificence
in the designs of their borrowedarchitecinralarrangements;
thie Touic, Doric and modern Gothic orders prevailing 5 as
in the City Hall or Court of Audience, the Colleges, Con-
venis, Cathedral and the Bishop’s Palace. This city is
sitvated on el rio Verde, near one hundred miles from its
mouth.

The State of Chiapa contains an area of near nineteen
thousand square miles, and a population of one Lhundred
and sixty-five thousand ; its capital 1s Ciudad Real, having
a population of seven thousand. 'The extent of its sea-
coast does- not exceed one hundred miles, with two entire
lagoons, resembling lakes. Iis surface is truly mountainous
on the west, south and cast, being in the form of half a
circle, and mostly traversed by la Sierra Madre. Its chief
rivers are Coalzacoalco, Talasco, Pasiton and Usumasinta,
which flow into the Gulf of Mexico. The soil is rich and
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highly prodactive in the valleys, producing in perfeetion
both the growths of the tropies and temperate zones, as
well as abounding in rich forests and mineral wealth,
scareely developed.  For a specification of its productions,
I refer fo the vicinity of Colima and of QOajaca. The
number of its towns, villages and cities does not exceed
one himdred and fifty ; while amoeng the latter, Ciudad-
Real, Chiapa and Palenque rauk as the most known.

The remains of ancient places demanstraling the exis-
tence of a people far advanced beyond {he present race of
Indians, show their mouldering fragments in the north-east
portion of the State, in and around Palénque—touches of
ancient architecturc—monuments of past ages! The volca:
no of Soconusco isin the southern portion of this region
under review.

- The State of Chilinaihva extends over an arca of more
than ene hundred thousand square miles, with a sparse
population of near ong hundred and fifty thousand § its cap-
ital being Chibuahna, having now bt fourteen thousand.
Its western and cuslern portions are mountainous, with a
few indentations whoere settlements are progressing ; while
the more central part seems betier adapted to the wants
of a grazing and agricultural people. In the mountain
ranges of the Mexican Cordillera, precious and useful
metals abound; snch as gold, silver, copper, lead, iron,
tin, saltpetre, bituminous coal and cinnabar. Itis not noted
for forest trees as possessing any extraordinary value. The
soil is rich, especially on the water-courses, between the
ranges, and in the mountain valleys, where grazing forms
the chief pursait; thongh the vine, wheat, peas, barley,
beans, maize, some cotton and sugar are produced. This
is a great prazing State, abounding in stock of all kinds,
which constitute the capital thrift of the people, and which
are disposed of in the same manner as the State of Ken-

P
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tucky takes to sell hier surplus. Tl clnate is warmerhut
equally as salubrivus as that of the State of Califoruia;
in point of game, and capabilitics to produce a wealthy
people, Chitwuhun resembles that gelden State,  The
Indian tribes in ihis State and the Apaches north of the
Hne, commit frequent devastations upon the setilements,
carrying off stock, women and children. Il rio Conchas,
and its tribularies are the most iinportant streams walering
the Siate, besides Rio Grande del Norte, om the cast
There are but four lakes, and these possess a small arca;
as Guzman, Maria, Candelaria and Patos.

Extending over this extensive region of country, the eye
can see, and the ear can hear of only two bundred villages,
towns and cities, The city of Chibunhua is the most dis-
tinguished ; though the san of its glory—the tide of its
march seems to be set; yet its magnificent remains and
the grandeur of its archileeture atlest capital designs in the
days of its by~gone prosperity. This cily is well Jaid out,
or with streets crossing each other at vight angles, which
are broad, mostly paved, and quite clean, “Lhie square
called la plaza Mayor, is fuite extensive, and ornamented
on one side with a Cathedral, costing when built, eight
hundred thousand dollars, being constructed of hewn stanes;
it is surmoanted with a dome and lwo towers, having a
facade, with statues of the twelve Apostles. lIfs style of
architecture is in imitation of the modern Gothic order.

On the other sides of la plaza there are publie and pri-
vate buildings, including the ancient Stale-House; and in
the center of this square there plays a beautiful fountain,
which iz snpplied with water by a well-constructed aque-
duct three and a half miles long, flowing from a tributary
of the Conchos, aond supported on several stupendous
nrcades. Much trade between this ¢ity and San Antonie,

Texas, and St Louis, in Misgouri, is carried on, and that

‘m told, most profitably.
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Towards the north-western portion of the State of Chilu-
ghua, and on the west bank of las Casas Grandes river,
which flows into lalke Guzman, lie t]ecomposing and mounl-
dering under the ]ux.urinnc.e of vegetable growth, the ruing
of Aztec greatness, Irom the appesrance of lns casas gran-
"des, the great houses, it would sectn that their outer portions
were the lowest, and not above one story high, while the
central ones were from three to six stories high, The
ruing are constructed of adobes; though these are mnch
larger than those in se among the Mexicans at the present
day. From a report touching u close examination of lag
casas grandes, it is to be inferred that they occupied a
space of at least eight hundred feet from north to south,
and from east fo west, near two hundred and fifty. On
the south side a regular and continuous wall may be trdced,
while the eastern and western {ronts are exiremely irreg.
ular, leaving projecting walls.  Within the enclosure there
appenrs to have been several court-yards of grenier or
less dimensions. Las cnsas grandes here resemble those
near the Pimo villages on the Gils, which I have already
plluded to.

The State of Durango covers an area of forty-eight
thousand five hundred squage miles, having a population of
near one hundred and thirty-eight thousand; its capital is
Durango, with a population of twenty-ive thousand. Tts
gurface 18 uteven in the middle and south-western portions;
though it generally has & vough and broken surface. La
Sierra Madre here, as in the other states 1 have deseribed
on the Western Slopc of the Mexican Cordillera, raises its
towering penks as rods to catch clectrie clouds, in order to
gpread their crystal dews, and fertilize the thirsty earth.
There are but three vivers demarked in the State, which
are the Conchas and Nasas in the north, and in the
gouth-cast, el Rio grande de Parras. There are no lakes
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wholly in the State, but lakes Parras and Cayman are si¢-
waled in the narth-cast portion, and are small.  Spread
over its extent, I have noticed not mere than one hundred
towns, villages and cities ; of the latter, Durango stands the
most distinguished.

The scenery in its vicinity is unigne, grand, and 3mpes-
ing, carrying in its conlour a picturesquences whicl hight-
ens man’s astonishinent at the works of nature. Iron mines,
and also gold and silver, abound in this State, as well as
most of the metals discovered in the Siate of Chilwahua ;
the former of these nre considerably worked near the cify
of Durange. It has a mint, scveral churches, n hospital, a
college, several convents, and also woolen and cotton map-
ufactories, with a good and lively trade in her manufacinred
articles,

The agricultural and grazing productions of this State
rescmble that of Chiluahua, which constitutes the wealth
of the eastern portion, while other parts of the State com-
prise the mineral resources,  During my sojourn in Gua-
dalajara, news from dilferent sections of the confederacy
frequently came in, and that from the city of Durango wag
truly distressing. The Camanclies especially, aud other
Indian tribes, have, for years, commiticd almost unheard of
depredations, devastating much of the country north and
west of the city, los ranchos and las haciendas, driving off
their stock, appropriating their annual stores, and finally
forcing the population of flourishing districts to retreat to
the ecity of Durango, for more ample sccurity, while this
counlains a nopulation of at Jeast 25,000, a sufficient number,
with American will and courage, to repel the combined at-
tacks of all the northiern hordes of Indian warriors.

- The State of Zacaleeas embraces an area of more than
30,000 sqnare miles, with a population of 306,000 ; its cap-
ital is Zacatceas, having a population of 26,000, This State
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forms the central ridge of the Republic, and prior to the
discovery of gold in Californja, it stood nearly firslin point
of mineral wealth in Anmerien.  This wealth is confined
much (o silver veins pervading the mountain districts ;
thaugh its mineral productions assimilate themselves much
to the other States just under veview.

The most fertile portion of the State, in an agricultural
sense, cxtends over the region of Las Aguas Calientes.
The productions combine those of the temperate zones, and
Iikewise the torrid, thourh the latter do not generally arrive
at that state of perfection here, as in the States on the Pa-
cific Ocean ; and this is on nccount of the varied altitude of
its level and mountain lands.

There is but one lake in the Staie, which is in the north-
ern part, and called Lago de Carbonate de Soda ; and bat
the sourees of four rivers, el rio Grande de Santiago, el rio
de Sanlander, rie Grande de Parras, and el rio de Bolanos.

The number of towns villsges, and cities does not much
exceed three hundred, while the chief are Zacetecas, Som-
Lrerete, and Fresuilio. The picluresque seenery of the eap-
ital, being built over a vein of silver, tends to excite the ad-
miration of voleanic throes, leaving an imposing impression
upon the mind. It possesses many buildings of a publie
character, such as charches, the government hally the hall
of audience, & mint, a gunpowder mill, and several institu-
tions of learning, and also private residences of costly con-
struction. The style of architecture resembles that of the
other Mexican cities and towns, having already fallen under
my pen.

The castern aud northern portions of the State are mostly
adapted 1o grazing pursuils, consisting of similar stock to
Chihuahug, while the mountain forests teem with pine and
cedar,

The State of Guanajuato cxtends over an area of near
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18,000 square miles, with a population of 719,000 ; its cap-
ital is Guanajuato, having a population of about 5{,000.
This State is mountainous, though not so much so as same
others in review; yet the Analmac Cerdilera rears up
many towering peaks, approaching 10,000 feet on the north
aud southwest. But one river has its source, laving the
soil of this State, which is ¢l Rio de Laxa. Jhere is no
lake ; however, on the mountains forests abound, though
not so valuable as in the lowlands near cither coast.  In
the valleys the productions are essentially fropical, and re-
semble those of the tropical States 1 have deseribed, to a
great extent; yet the mountain sides are adapted lo graz-
ing, and the culture of these productions peculiar to a
northern latitude. _

The mineral wealth consists of gold, silver, tin, iron, lead,
marble, crystals, salts, ochre, sulphurs, antimony, and co-
balt. The precious metals and various spices compose the
maost essential exports of this State, yet on a small scale for
past years; and still this is one of ihe best scttled regions
of the Republic, possessing, aside from its mineral resour-
ces, a soll and climate thut would arouse the quictude: of
age, and stimulate the youthful step, to the field of prosper-
ity and intefligence. Xl Rio Grande de Lerma flows
through the southern portion, emptying its waters into lake
Chapala, on the east.

In this State there arc but four hundred towns, villages,
and cities ; of the latler the capital is the most important,
though being in a mountain defile, its surface is more than
six thonsand feet above tlie level of (he sea; and like an-
ciant Rome, it i3 built upon many hills; though mineral
wealth prevails; the strects being, for the most part, steep
and winding, so much so that one can form no adequate
couception of their direction, unless upon some of the points
overlooking the city. Maiiy of the edifices of this city are
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: truly elegant and imposing 3 such as the churches, chapels,
“convents, monasierics, instituiions of learning, the eity hall,
the Capital Honse, a mint, and manulactories, as well as the
private residences. Tfewn stones are mostly used in the
eonstrietion of brildings of any importance, either for pub-
lic or private uce.

The gold and sitver mines in {his vicinily are reported
to be the richest as yot discovered in Mexico,  Several
articles of merchandise are manufactured in this city ; such
as leather, tobaers, limen and woolen cloth, sonp, powder,
saddles, bridles, trappings for horses, pottery, and various
arlicles adupied 1o exeite the pleasarable admiration of the
ignorant or nconsideraie. Tt was much more prosperous,
and exceeded ifs present popuolation, when under the iron
gway of Spain.

This State embraces {he central ridge and portion of the
Repuablic hetween Latitudes 20 degrees nnd 30 minutes, and
21 degrees and 40 minotes novih.

Adhas,
Sefior,

Aaricova.

CINCINNATUS,
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prbllcs of North Ameriea-~Chxt of the Fnderprise of the United Statesof Anser-
fea—Teview of Anabupe—Ualicy of Spein in the Nen Governmeni—Spanisl
Matlves-—Forn of the New Gavergunent— Fate of pagt Nations nniting Chuvehy
and Slate —Destiny of snchoat present= Propiicly of Beligion — ool in its Pe.
culler, ¥oeinl, mul Mormlizing Sphere—0bieed of these Lellirs—-Cantrac te
Notlong—~Progrees o Mexicn aface (he Conguest-—Tndiae Bppds--Tikoan Sny-
tifices—Yinporters of Light ainl Xnowledge---Consequences thereof

Amico Mio :—Ilaving traveled from the southern por-
tion of the Oregon mines, in the ferritory of Oregon, lati-
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twde forty-three degrees north, and throughout that region
to the const, and 20 pursuing my course in various diree-
tions, and observing the formation of valleys and mountains,
their primitive and secondary constituencics, their constitu-
tional aspects and conligaentions, as far sonth as latitude
thirty-four, and also confining iy attention to the western
portions of the Sieres Nevada mountaing, this Jong stretch
of known mineral wealtl, I feel to assure you, amigo, as
well as as=ured in sinling, that, observing and comparing
the various mountain ridges of the grand chain of the Mex-
ican Cordilleria, or Sierra Madre-——another name for Sier-
ra Nevada; the valleys among them, their sloping sides,
and their meandering rapid rivers, on the western portion
of this Repnblic; those ridges pervading each State tunder
review, in many different forms, produced by voleanic fires,
and bearing the same constitutional aspects and configura-
tions, with reference to the primitive and secondary forma- -
tion of rocks and deposita; and also the same consliluencies
of soil and mincral analogics, to my observation and know-
Jedge of mineral districts in the State of California ; this
portion of Mexico, vespecting ils mineral kingdom, has
searcely been moved by the hand of man in the effort to
develop its endless latent resouvees; notwithstanding bun
dreds of mines bave been explored and successfully worked.

The Mexicans Jack wetght of character, will, and well
defined courage and perseverance to pursuc and accom-
plish.  The Mexican ports on the Pacifie, for the same cx-
tent of connbry, and concentrating the same amount of pro-
dactive lands in mineral, grazing, forest, nud agricaltural
capabilitics, cannot be excelled by any other country, the
belter known of which I have mentioned in my revicw,
"The rivers flowing into the Pacific from this western slope,
seldom impress one with much nobility or importance, ex-
cept to water the country; for they are usually rapid,

PII
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tumbling and foaming over ledges of primitive and sccond-
ary formalions, presenting tnsurmonntable obstacles to the
facilities of Mexican navigntion; theugh sach would be
slightly winked at by Amceriean enterpnise,

As T have slready remarked in allusion o forest pro-
ductions, Brazil wood, alse Campeche, giant ferhs, and cap-
sicum abound within the tropical portion of Mexico, on the
low and high lands; also, cedars, chony, and rosewood ;
while in other parts marbles, jaspers of the richest and most
varicgated colors, rock crystals, mnd mmny of the more pre-
cious stones, ag opnl, topaz, torquoise, agale, amcethyst, and
cornelian, abonnd Lo & considerable extent,

During the peried of Spanish sway in Mexico, and afier
the introduclion of the grape and mulberry eulture bad
proved i{sul_lﬁjimcccssf'ul and highly remunerative to thoso
pioneers cngﬁked-ih il, a decree of los Cortes de Espafin
was issued, prohiblling the further extension of this enlture,
and finally enfercing thuse who had entered into it with
their capital, industry, and experience in these pursuits, lo
cut down and destroy the vines and trees planted, fearing
the rival influesice which this new provinee nr viceroyally
might create, to the disadvantage and pfejudice of the
bome population. 1

Since the Mexican revolution, litile attention or spirit has
been manifested with respect to the re-ialii'odtlc{.ion of e
grape and mulberry culture ; though mitffons of acres are
adapted to these pursuita, Monopoly was { ¢ order endorsed
by Spain, with reference to the commerciagand agricultural
concernments of ler distant provinces, ai?(T she has almost
lost them all; and Mexico, in this respeet, not ubifrequently
treads in her wake, and what will she not cventually loose ?
for this year, 18536, even an order, from the Mexican
supreme Congress, was issued, to all parts of the Republic,
to enforee, in cilies and towns, the devastation of shade trees,
under 2 severe penalty.
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Cochineals are still reared in the more southern portions
of the Republic; thongh their production bas not nttained,
gince the revolution, the prosperons condition and ampli-
tnde which it bore prior to that period.  They are grown
upon & species of caectus, and when matured for gathering,
the branchea and leaves are shaken, so that the insects fall
upon a mat gpread oni for this purpese. The culture of
these insects for the olject of dying, was well understood
by the Astects,

IProny ihe hest information obtainable while T swas inthe
city of Guadalajarn, touching wpon the value of Mexi-
ean manufactures per year, T was led to conclude that it
approximated near the sum of one hundred milliond of dol-
lars, cbracing the whole; as cotton, woolen, Mk, paper,
olive-oil, rum, wine, potiery, glnss, pold and silver Yace, form-
ing the chief articles manufactured 3 however, there are
many olhers not"mentioned, of comparative value. The
imports of Mexico come mostly from England, France, and
" Germany, yet some from the United States; including most
all merchandize in use, for the comlort and pleasure of man,
The exports consist mostly of gold and silver coin, dye-
woods, capsicum, nuls of the cacro, palm nuts, sarsaparilia,
cochineal, copper, salt, and pearl, The annual exports of
gold and silver approximate the sum of twenty-two mil-
lions of dollars, stated by some authorities; while the other
productions amount to about four millions of dollars in the
formi of annual exports, making in all twenty-six millions.
Thesc form an offset to the imporis, henee presenting com-
mercial exchanges to the amouunt of fifty-two millions of
dollars per year.

A report made by by the Tuz Officer of the government
estimates the number of country estates at twenty thousand,
and their general value not far from one billion of dollars ;
while that of the city estates at seven hundred millions of
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dollars, making in all one billion, seven hundred millions of
doiinrs.  Upon this estimnted value of real estate in the
Republic of Mcxico, the whole ampunt of . direct taxntion,
seldom excecds e sum of five hundred thousand dollurs
per year; therelore, the revenues for the support of the
government, hesides the amount above, are derived from
imposts on foreign merchandise, which amount to tnore
than one-third of the value of the inventories certified to by
Mexican Consuls, residing in forcign ports. These consid-
erations represent and re-allirm the slasdements which I'hare
already made, with reference {o the exemption of real
estates and the pricideged class Mrom taxation,

Satue political accouniants represent the whole debt of
Mexico to exceeed the swn of one hundred and thirty-theee
millions of dollars, about onc-third of the whole value of
the real estate both in the country and cities.

The revenues of the Stutes of the Mexican Ifederation
are compascd of direet and indirect imposis; the former
are imposed upon persons, estates, and professions, bhut
scarcely preceptible 3 while the tatter are on articles of con-
sumplion ; the movement of agricultural products, for sale,
into the different markets ; national end foreign industry ;
inheritances, transfers of real estate, and the working of the
raines in the mineral States,

It has been comrubicnted to me wlile it1 this Republie,
that the expenses of the Mexican Government per yenr,
amount nearly to the sum of fifteen millions of dollars, while
ils entire revenue is computed to not exceed ten millions of
dollars per year. Iy other political accountants, the Re-
public is computed to owe a forcign debt of somo more than
fifty millions of dollars, and & home debt of near that
amount ; whilethere are yet under diplomatic consideration
and adjustment, al least tan millions of dollars, which sum
islikely to be enforced nguinst her for reparation.
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Iaving omitted to observe the distressed condition of the
cxpelled proprictors of ranches and laciendas, with their
families, who had been once so rich aml Howing in sbun-
danee, in the region of Durange, I will now observe, that
many of them are living io this city in comparative pen-
ury, having searcely any wants but these to supply hunger
and garments; for they are frequently compelled to sell
thetr costly diamonds and jowcels nt a mere neminal valua-
tion, in order Lo procure for themselves the netessaries of
life.

Contemplating the various routes between the Pacific and
Atlantie oceans, completed and proposed, to connect the
more expeditiously the extreme portions of the United
States, aside from the practicability of having a middle and
southern line of rail-road ; the advantages which these
routes should afford to the traveling comumunity and to the
dry-goods comiimeree 5 and also, & sprenid of a more impor-
tant American influence, none, o an unbiased and uninter-
ested people, more than for the best Jink of inter-communi-
cation, seemato beofso deep a concernment and consideration
under present review, as the ‘l'ehnantepec route, in the form
of ocean navigation. The region of Tehauntepee, but a
short tine since, at farthest two years, has been formed into
an orgaunized territory of the Mexican Confederation, oceu-
pying the Isthmus of its own name, with a populatibn of
near nipely thousand.  Across this Isthmus, the distance
is compuated to be one handred and forty-three and one-half
milesin a straight Jine, connecting the Pacific ocesn and the
Guif of Mexico. This distance s almost traversed by el
Rio de Coatzaconleo ; which rises near el rio de Chicaps;
emptying inte the Gull of Telantepec,

The New Orleans Company, formed a {ew years since,
for the Gulf of Mexico and Pacific ocean navigation, and

having procured a charter for the right of way from the
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Mexican Government, have now nearly completed a plank
road to connect Minatitlan on the Coatzacounlco, twenty
miles {rom its entrance into the Gulf of Mexico, with La
Ventosa on the Gulf of Tehuantepee, neartIatitude sixteen
degrees, twelve minutes and forty-nine seconds noril.  The
advaniages of this route over the others in operntion, clearty
demonstvate the important bearings which this Iink, so
superabundant with golden fruit and capabilities, will afford
to inter-oceauic navigation, (rom the fact of its Iessening the
distance between New Orleans and San Francisce, at least
one thousand, seven hundred miles, as scen on themap ; and
conseguently,a saving of one-third of the time now required ;
and upon the same basis of computation, one third of the
present expense of the traveling community at Ilarge.

Viewing this route as I have been led to, while visiting
the Mexican Republic, 1 feel astonished that the capitalists
of the United States do not penetrate more into its magni-
tude and imporlance than it has experienced from their
sagacity and foresight, since its inception ; as almost every
investment judicionsly made, and carcfully guarded in this
couniry, secms to pay well; though this route would seem
to embody them all in the magnificence of its designs, and
- the paramount productiveness of its adoption, when com-
pleted.

There are other weighty considerations to be taken into
account, in view of this route, besides a saving of the time
and expense herein mentioned.  The most urgent and para-
mount of these, which now impress my pen, are coupled
with the endeavor to induce a more steadfast immigration
and seitlement into California, as well as a more permanent
state of commercial and agricultural affaivs, which should
make old dales and hills, valleys and mountains, re-ccho
with a healthful action and reaction of business, and with
the notes and songs of gay festivity ; aud also, reverberate
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from gcean to ocean, the arts and sciences in the transit of
the shorlest gpace of time practicable.  Less speculation,
but more industry, the State of California needs, in order
to promote the best ends of her Commonwealth, which ean
be attained only Ly opening a cheap communication to the
Atlantic States, that might vapidly facilitate the desire to
~emigrate West and settle the PPacific shores.

Experience in the steam navigation of the gocean, from
the eastern to the western downain of the United States,
sinee the acquisition of California, has proved the routes
binding the two cxiremes together too expensive by far,
for a numerous class of Luropean and American citizens,
having lamilies to sapport, (0 pawonize 3 therefore in this
respect, many ol those sources, inexhaustible in their
nature, a8 abounding in wealth, which are now dovmant in
this State from the ssant of population and the facilities to
induce if, would bhave been far more advanced; such as
the vine and mulberry cultre ; and a more complete system
of agriculture and manufactures, in order to have effected
cre this, a more sovercign independence.

The pressure of travel from the Atlantic to the Pacific
coast of the United States of America, coupled with the
desire to dig gold in the State of California, and the expense
attending this long journey, has recently revived, and
drifted capltalists and tlic public mind fowards a most
probable certainty as to the completion of the Tehuantepec
voute. Before I close this letter respeciing my geograph-
ical recapitulation of Western Mexico, I propose a more
minute deseription of the newly organized Territory of
Tehauntepec.

It is my intention first to nolice the Pacific portion of
this Territory, which extends twenty-five miles inland,
including the harbor and bay of La Ventosa; next the
middle portion of the Territory extending near seventy
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miles northward, which comprises the table and mountain-
ons districts ; and lastly, the portion bordeving on the Guif
of Mexico, which extends filty miles inland towards the
Puacific.

‘The Territory of Telmantepee embraces a portion of the
States of Oujaca, Vera Cruz, and ‘Tobusco, with meridian
Iines running porth and south, and those parallel east and
west, which geographical position causes the coast to run
east atid west on cither side—quite different from the otdier
pevtions of the Awerican Candinent ts areicis near six,
teen thousand square miles; averaging over one hundred
and forty-four miles in length, and some over one hundred
i width,

The linrbor of La Yentosa is focated on the southiern
const of this Terrory, aud lies in latitade north sixteen
degrees, twelve minutes and forty-nine seconds ; and the
western portion of which ewes its formation (o e Cerro del
Morro, a lone rock having an altitude of one hundred and
fitty feet, whieh is broad at ifs base and cone-shiaped. This
serves as quite an eflicient protection against northers,
‘The ancliorage within this poct i3 conzidered highly tenable,
which, for the most part indicates on examination, a clay
botfom. The depth of the water varies from eighteen feet
near the shore to forty; se thal vessels of the largest size
may dpproach within a few hundred feet and ride in safety,
etther influenced by the south or north winds.

By some slight improvement to this port in the form of
n breakwater, as suggested by some, slenmers and sailing
vessels would be enabled to receive their passengers nud
cargoes dircelly from the share.  1rom the experience of
able marviners, it i3 the conclusion that La Ventosa is
equally as safe for shipping at all seazons of the year, as
Monterey in the Staic of California. ‘The northers are
reported {o blow directly ofl' from the land, and consc-
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quently produce no comimotion in the waters; and e
southerly winds, which prevadl in suinmer aad autumn, do
not tend to produce swells sullicient (o nbinm sea captains
for e safety of their shippigg while swinginmg at anchor,
During the rainy ceason al this port, and in {act the Pacific
portion of this territory, the heat seldom exeerds eighty-two
degrees of EFalirenheit near mid-day, and at night it fulls
to seventy-four degrees; while the dry season increases e
heat 1o eighty-cight degrees after midakay, and during the
night the (hermometer falls 1o seventy-seven degrees. This
madiftealion of the tropical heat at Lo Ventosa, and across
the Isthmus is greatly owing to its being encompassed by
vecan widers on cither side, which serve as strong barriers
against otherwise aminsmadic atmosphere, amd to promote
a vigorons and healthlul growth, both animal and vegetable.

North and near_the port of La Ventosa, a beautiful and
broad plain, ranuing cast and wesl, presents ilaell, with
many consilerations advantageous 1o Hu: growth of a Lew
city on the Pacific, Tlis is not subjeet (o overflow, buat s
supplierd with pure mountain water, (lowing from los IRios
de Tehumntepee and San Juan. Owing fo the peeulinr fig-
ure of the port of La Veutosa, vessels may enter aind de-
part without any regaurd to the direction of the wind, which
enhances it much in a commercial view. The Pacifie Divi-
sion of Tehuantepee resenibles an indlined plane, with some
ridges and mouuds; and it is watered by eight rivers,
which, rising in las Cordilleras, in the rear of the port, flow
into the ocean and the lagoons near the coast, and the most
imporlant of wilich are the Telmantepee on the west, and

the Qstuta and Chicapa on the ecast.  Near the sources of

these rivers, which flow on the sou