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PRETACE.

‘Tne following pages are not intended to afford

~ etther a geographical or scientific description of the

places therein mentioned, as neither my ability nor
opportunities qualified me to enter upon a field which
the public are already aware has been so ably and
thoroughly investigated.

The principal object of this work is to deseribe
“Men and Things” in New-Grenada as the writer

“in reality found them to he then existing; and, if

* pussible, 1o afford the man of business, as well as

- travellers generally, some more corréct information

on many points of interest to them than myself had
been able to glean from the pages of former works
on the subject. At all events, whatever defects may
become apparent in the perusal of this volume, the
writer stands fearlessly pledged to the cause of

- truth, as well as 1o that spirit of free inquiry of the

age which will rest satisfied with nothing less than
the knowledge of stubborn and unclouded facts.

THE AUTHOR.

New-¥otk, November, 1838.
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CHAPTER I. ~

Extravagant Ideas prevalent regarding South America.—Qualities
requisite ina Writer of Travels.— Vessel detained on Suspicion
of being destined for Texas.—Departure from New-Vork,—
Make the Mona Passage.—~—Difficulty experienced in entering
the Ilarbour.—Sauta Marla.—State of Trade there.-~8panish
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Christinas astivitics.

My mind had long been turned towards South
America, that “ Til Dorado” of the great Western
Hemisphere, where mountains teemed with every
precious ore and stone under the canopy of heaven;
where an eternal spring of deepest verdure wafted
on every breeze a thousand delicious odours to the
senses, {rom flowers and shrubs of the most ex~
quisite colouring and beauty; and where, in shott;.
wealth was to be obtained for the bare troubls of
going thither in pursuit of it; so, at least; wdild
any one have inferred from the current rumours #hd
accounts of the day, whether as found in the col-

umns of a newspaper, or picked up from the notes
and letters of some enthusiastic traveller, upon”’

whose opinion it might have been perfeclly safe to

rely for the true colour of a southern maiden’s eye,

the merits of a convivial party, or the description

of the Seflor Someone’s great estate, &c., but cer-
B
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tainly not for 2 knowledge of the springs which set
in motion the business of a whale people; the real
state of trade and coihmerce; the bearings of the
different classes of society one upon the other, and
their particular dispositions, their loves, their hates,
their hopes, their fears. T'o get at a tithe of all
these, we must step behind the curtain; must visit
the coltage as well as the palace; must have busi-
ness dealings with the people as well as letters of

. mere introduction to the first in the land; and, upon
4411 and every occasion, must neverallow prejudice,

or imperfect examination and information to lead us,
on the one hand, into the mazes of an illiberal and
bitter spirit, nor yet, on the other, into that set style
of sycophantic representation which 15 so ofien
adopted by the mere traveller of pleasure, or those
wily diplomatic agents who have a purpose of their
own to serve 1n offering up the incense of flattery

even at the feet of the basest and vilest of national -

delinquencies,

Having entered into a copartnership with a eele-
brated maoufactuing house in New-York, I took
passage in the fine new brig Marcellino, Captain
Chapman (it being her first voyage), having with
me a company of nine operatives, men and women,
and a son of an esteemed friend in Connecticut to
act as my assistant. [n addition to a heavy stock
of raw materials for the factory intended to be es-
tablished in Bogotd, T carried out also an assortment

- effBerchandise suited to that market.

439 the morning of the 19th Nov,, 1835, we were
-allon board, the parting of our friends over, and the
“vessel towed into the strecam on the North River

side, where, dropping anchor, we dwaited but the
Aispersing of a thick fog to go to sea.

Fatigued with the various duties attendant upon
shipping, &c., 1 was about to turn into my-berth
at 8 o'clock in the cvening, when, behold, I received
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a summons {rom the captain {o go ashore with him,
and endeavour to find the collector of the customs,
even at so unseasonable an hour! It seemed that
our ship was in the hands of a revenue officer until
farther ovders {rom the collector should be receiv-
ed; but the why and wherefore, the officer either
would not or could not tell.  Arrived in the city,
throagh mist and rain, we learned that the collect-
or had gone 10 Washington; and his deputy being
nowhere to be found, we were forced to return on
board, at a late hour of the night, as wise as be<'"
fore we left. Next day the bubble burst! We
had been taken for an expedition to Texas, going to
aid the revolutionists there ; and as President Jack-
son had issned orders to seizo all mien and arms
destined for such a cause, it being generally known
that a vesscl was then on the eve of sailing from
New-York for the purpose for which we were sus-
pected, we were thought to he the one in guestion,
Why, I could not say. As certainly seven men
and four poor women, with the crew necessary to
navigate the brig, having vnly two dismounted four-
pounders in the hold, was not very iikely to have
added much strength to the Texians, even had such
been our destination. It occupied us all of the 20th-
in geiling clear of the customs; this was finally de-
complished only by a threat of immediaté prosecution

.on the part of the owners of the vessel, upon which
the sapient attorney for the government released us.

But the cream of;the matter was, that while they
were thus most foolishly impeding vs ln our éoutse,
the real “Simon Pure” made her escape in the
shape of a neat clipper-built schooner, with some-
thing more than eleven passengers too. At twelve
o'clock at night we set sail, the revenue cutter very’
politely gallanting us outside the Hock light.

Up to the 25th we had fine winds, after which,
being in the calm latitudes, we scarcely moved out
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of our track lor three days. What sweet, soft aurs
are here! llow delicately blended are the sky's
glowing tints ! One drinks in, as it wero, the balmy
wephyrs which scarcely fan the cheek, while the
firmament at night is as transparent and clear as in
the depth of a northern winter.  During the whole
day and niglht one scarcely feels inclined to leave
the deck. 28th, The wind f{reshened, but ahead,
squally at times, with heavy showers.  'This con-
tinued with trifling variation until the 2d December,
‘when the breeze slackened, but still blew ahead.
Our vessel proved an easy, dry sailer, and worked
admirably under her experienced master’s hand.
Again, until the 7th, were we baffled continually
with head winds and all imannexr of squalls; hut on
that morning it came round fair, though but light.
At night the wind increased, and at eleven o’clock
we made Porto Rico. We were close in by the
land before wo discovered it, the night beihg very
hazy; indeed, we could have thrown a stone on
shore. Al seven, on the morning of the 8th, we
were entering the Mona [Passage and dashing over
the Caribbean Sea. We saw the mainland at ene
o'clock of the 10th, being the stupendous snowy
mountains of the ridge of Andes called La Nevada
de Santa Marta, the highest peak being 16,419 feet
above the level of the sea. At first the senses will
scarcely credit that the Jong undulating linc of blue
is aught else than misty condensations. The cap-
tain’ called my attention to them first, but at that
time their extreme peaks were not visible. A mass
of dense white clouds spread along from the bot-
tom to the summit, unbroken save by one long line
or belt, which, a little above midway, showed the
dark mounds within ; and it was only by watching
intent]y the lifting away of their fleecy covering that
amazcement and admiralion at such gigantic realities
take full possession of the soul. We were then

~

BOGOTA. 17

ahout forly miles from land. At night we beat off,
as it blew very fresh, and Santa Marta is not a har-
bour to make in the night. At daylight of the 11th
we closed in with the shore, which, to the wind-
ward of Samta Marta, presents a most barren and
ragged appearance. The carth is heaped up inte

mounds and pinnacles, commencing at the very

waler's edge, and ascending like stairs, ridge upon
ridge, with many singular inlets on the coast, which,
in general, do not run very far into the land, Upon
the whole, this section of the coast presents the
most gloomy and unsoctal appearance one can
possibly imagine; stunted trees, the prickly pear
(which attains here a great height and thickness),
being the only prominent features of the soil, while
all else is one bleak succession of rugged rock and
a species of brown-coloured moss. - In coasting
along nothing 1s to be seen of the town until the
vessel’s prow is tutned directly into the narrow pas-
sage forined by the jsland of the Moro and Needle
Point; a passage scarcely twice the width of a
common merchantman; and which, with the wind
at cerlain points, must be both of difficult and dan-
gerous navigation. This Moro Island is a huge
perpendicunlar rock, completely isolated. There is
another channel to leeward of this rock, and about
equal width with the other. On the top is to ve
seen a castle, at present wholly dilapidated, but
which might easily be made perfectly impregnable,
and prove an excellent defence to the town,.

At the time we entered the harbour the wind was
blowing strong from the northeast, and we had much
trouble in beating up into the anchorage ground, in
the middie of this little circular bay. We dropped
anchor at nine A. M., received the customvhouse offi-
cers on board, and then got out a kedge to warpu
closer in to the shore ; but tremendous gusts of wind,
which came sweeping down through a range of the

b2
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mountains in rear of the town, prevented our pur-

ose by driving us out lo sea again, in spite of our
anchors. The longbeat, which had just got along-
side from the shore with fresh water, was sunk, and
we were obliged to slip the kedge-warp. We nar-
rowly escaped the Necdle Point; and, when once
fairly out to sea, we tacked again for the harbour,
but for a long lime were unsuccessfol in entering, ow-
ing to these dreadful gusts of wind, which are upon

ou in a moment, and then settle down again into a
calm so perfect as scarcely to leave headway cneugh
for the vessel, with her shortenéd sail, to stem the
sea. Just as we were entering the Moro Passage
for the second time, I perceived that the tller-rope
was stranded ; prevenicr-ropes were instantly afiix-
ed, and, with the aid of the passengers, we cleared
the passage, and dropped both anchors closer in to
the land than before. Through the whole night it
blew a perfect gale, but our anchors held : next
morning we carried kedges ashore, and moored both
bow and stern.  ISven while close in with the shore,
vessels are not always safe from these dreadful
squalls. ‘Thére are neither posts norany other con-
veniences by which to moor, and bat one wharf,
which is used alternately by vessels Toading and un-
loading. 'We found the scheoner Purdy but just
arrived, although she sailed one week before us
from New-York. Besides her there were in har-

bour five small Columbian coasting craft, and an -

English and an Italian brig,

I'be appearance of the town of Santa Marta from
the harbour is wretched indeed to one accustomed
to North American or Iluropean seaports. The
houses are low, and blackened by the sun’s rays,
white a small dilapidated battery has been reared
on the beach, and directly in front of the town,
whose cffect is no way calculated to lessen the
wretched appearance of the houses.
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There are sowne exceptions, however; fot in-
stance, the Cathedral, the Government House, and
the private dwellings of Mr. Fairbanks, a native of
Boston, and of Scitor Mier, a Spanish merchant, to
whom I went consigned.

Sunday, the 13th, I went on shore to deliver my
letters of introduction, &c., to Mr. Mier, The rainy
season, they told us, had just passed, and we found
the weather excessively hot, and were much annoy-
ed by a specics of fine white sand, which, hoth by
its xeflection and by being driven about by the wind,
injares the eyes very much., We visited the mar-
ket, which s held in a little square in the heart of
the town. We found excellent fish of ihitée or four

kinds ; beef at six and a quarter cents per pound ;

mutton, pork, and goat flesh at proportionate prices ; .
the jerked beef we looked at with aversian; | never

‘could get reconciled to it: as they never sall any’

meats 1n this country, this kind of beef is laid in
by the boats for the Magdalena voyages. Yams,
sweet potatoes, bananas, &ec., are both plentiful
and cheap; eggs eight for twelve and a half cents.
The venders are mostly women, who sit upon the
ground & la Turque, and sell out their wares with
no small accompaniment of chatlering. - B
14th. As these people still keep up the old fool-
ish custom which prevails in continental Eurdpe, of
giving and requiring passports, I mustered miy peo-
ple and marched off with them to the goverior’s
hall. He was himself absent, having gone tp the
river; but his deputy received us in-a wretched-
looking room, where two clerks sat writitig. The
coolness with which we were dismissed agreed but
little with that kind of cant made use of by their
own government organs, which declare it to be
their supreme desire that {oreigners professing the
arts, sciences, and mechanics, should’-come among
them, and be received with open arms on all sides.
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I would here remark, that strangers having business
to transact in this place should be at much pains to
get through with it as carly in the moining as pos-
sible, in order to avoid the heat at mudday, which,
even to a North American, 1s very oppressive, the
thermometer standing 92° at noon on this day.
Santa Marta is said by some to contain eight
thousand inhabitants, and by others ten thousand,
but I cannot think the number exceeds six thou-
sand at most; for it must be remembered that all
the buildings, with but very few exoeptions, are of
one story only, and even that of but very moderate
dimensions ; therefore, a place of even six thousand
inhabitants must necessarily cover a great space of
ground. Very little attention is paid throughout the
whole of New-Grenada to a correct census,  Hard-
ly a sixteenth part of this population 1s of pure white
blood; a third are Creoles and mulattoes, and the
rest blacks and Indians. 'There were but seven
foreignh residents when we were there, only two of
whom were of any consequence ; the one an Eng-
lishman, the other an American. The American
consul 15 a Frenchman, and one who takes but lit-
tle interest in the welfare of the States ; nor can it
ever be otherwise when foreigners hold those offi-
ces abroad which should alone belong 1o native cit-
1zens of the country they are intended to represent.
In commercial affairs, the French interest provails
here, owing to the great influence of Sefior Mier,
who Imports largely from that country, and who
béars unlimited rule in the place. The LEnglish
have no consul here, although, at times, it is a se-
rious want. The trade of the place is a mere no-
thing, there being only afew retail dry-goods shops ;
but considerable fraight is had here from the inte-
rior, such as tobacco, bides, &c., the land-carriage
being thus avoided between Barranca and Cartha-
gena, which, in the vainy season, frequently proves

n, l" [N e P |
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destructive to goods and produce, and is always te-
dious.* Many goods are also forwarded from this
up the river ; sull, its vicinity to Carthagena st for
ever keep it in the back-gronnd; and were there
but a good railrcad running between that city and
the River Magdalena, the business of Santa Marta
would be entirely closed up, and an encrmous de-
crease of property and population in the place would
be the conscguence. o

As to their public buildings, the Cathedral is the
best, but even this is a very plain one indeed ; the
interior is shabby enough, the great altar being
mere tinsel-work, and its whole appearance that of
a pappet-show on a holyday. The earthquake in
1827 destroyed many buildings, the ruins of which
are siill scattered around, while huge crevices and
rents are plainly discernible in the walls of many
of the houses now standing. The small semi-
cireular plain, morcover, on which the town s-tandg,
must have once belonged to the sea.  This is evi-
dent from the peculiar shelving of the ground where
it takes its rise from the beach, and which may yet
return to it again in some future convulsion of na-
tnre. 'I'ie mountains dircctly in rear of the town
are finely wooded, presenting quite a strong contrast
to the part of the coast we first made. About half a
mile below the town, a delightful rivet of the purest
water flows into the bay, which can be approached
by keeping the beach, or by an avenue cut through
lie, guava, citron, and other trees, which also line
the whole of its banks. In ihe coolof the marning
this is.a most delightfut walk, and,the bathing in
the river is véry refreshing.  All the inhabitants
bathe more or less, either in the-rivet or sea, and

* At present, however, thera s a.decjded advantage in entering
goods here inslead of at Qarlhagrna; solety ¢y account of the cus-

tom-house management ; ‘the delny and troable not being the half
that it is in the latter place. '



29 BOGOTA,

about the docks a number of boys are constantly in
the water, and seem to be quite as much in their
proper element as the fish themselves.

'T'he place is said to be very healthy ; but much
fever and ague prevails about the close of the rainy
season, and the sallow complexions of the few whites
do not speak much for its hoasted salubrty ; while
the wretclied poverty and filthy demicils of the poor
cannot but be productive of disease. In Santa Mar-
ta, one 13 nol annoyed by moschctoes, as those lit-
tle plagues nre scarcely known there, and the de-
lightful breezes which spring up cvery night ren-
der the hours for repose very agreeable.  The chil-
dren of both sexes among the poor, as in all the
hotter districts of New-Grenada, live almost entirely
in a state of nudity. As there was not a single inn
or liotel in the place, Mr. Mier procured us a house,
and supplied us with a cook from his own kitchen ;
these two things were all we needed, as we had
brought with us not only our own beds and bedding,
but also provisions of every description. Here let
me exclaim, preserve me from Spanish cookery ! it
is just spoiling good provisians. Chocolate is the
only dish they can make in the smallest degree
palaiable ; in all others they use so much garlic,
-cummin sced, and red sort of colouring, that ane
would need to be wellnigh starved in order to be
able to partake of their dishes. The water used
for drinking is kept cool in large red earthen jars
called tenejas, by which means one can always en-
Joy, at any hour, the luxury of a glass of cool and
transparent water. The houses liere are nmch in-
fested with a small. red ani, called comejen, which
is extremely anaoying, as 1t .gets into everything.
Glazed windows ‘are not to be seen; but wooden
or iron bars supply their place, imparting a most
prison-like appearance.. - The sireets are made ex-
tremely narrow, m order to exclude, as much as
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possible, the ardent rays of the sun. The few
troops stationed here are moslly made IEF of ne.
groes and Indians, with white officers, hey are
a most awkward sel of men. The uniform of the
privates is of coarse white linen, which, net being
changed too ofien, canses them fre_q_uenl.ly to pre-
sent a most filthy appearance. .thEII‘ muskets, also,
are kept in a wretched condition, and, altogether,
they are the worst-looking troops I ever saw. A
sentinel on duty, even before the governor’s house,
Iounges about, with his musket placed 10 any posi-
tion which best suits himself. 1 have often thought
what must be the feelings of a military man while
looking upon such total perversion of all rale, when
even a civilian could not brook it with patience.
There 1s no other mode of conveyance for passen-
gers going from one part of the town to another
than the same carts which carry merchandise to and
from the shipping; and nothing amused us more than
hearing these carinen cry ont, on sceing some of us
going on shore, “ Coche! coche! serores!” A
carriage, gentlemen. g

15th. ' We commenced the discharging of our car-
go ; that is, that part of 1t which belonged to myself.
The vessel then proceeded to Carthagena with the
balance. T'he next day we passed all our private
baggage, with but hittle difliculty, through the per-
sonal assistance of Mr. Mier. :

18th. By this time we had only got our river
stores passed the customs; so tedious 1s the method
of doing business among these people. - Whoever
wishes to Liave any dealings with the South American
States, must lay in previously a large stock of pi-
tience, to scrve him on all and every cccasion, else
will he be made, by means of fretung and fuming,
joined to the influence of a burning -sun; & perfect
anatomny ere he is well aware of i1, It seems to af-
ford pleasure, I have often thought, to these peo-
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ple, to witness an American or Englishman dancing
about with sheer impaticnce, exposed to the hot sun-
shine, and venting bis wrath at the delays which,
day after day, he sees not the least probability of
getting rid of. The lazy, Spamsh’ shrug of ?he
shoulders, the perfectly care-me-nothing expression
of the countenance, and the thonsandth time reitera~
ted assurance that “Matiana, 6 pasa mai‘iana"’ (to-
morrow, or the day afier), all will be right, is the
only consolation aflorded. o
Finding that the bulk of my gnods might not be
cleared in some weeks to come, I concluded to pro-
ceed on the voyage, with my people, as far as Bar-
ranquilla, on the river, and there W procure a good
boat, and endeavour, by travelling as hghtly loaded as
possible, to reach Bogotd some time previous to the
gouds, in order to have all things ready for commen-
cing business operations. Bul here I did wrong, as
the sequel will shnw. ‘There is no plan so sure as
that of travelling in the same boat with your merchan-
dise. - T wrote also to Bogotd, enclosing two letiers
of introdnction, one to the United Stales’ minister
there, and the other to a Sr. Raymuudo Santa Maria,
a brother-in-law of Mr. Mier, requesting these gen-
tlemen to be good enough to look out for a house for
me, So at three o’clock in the afiernoon we em-
barked, in a small bonga belonging to Mr. Mier, for
Barranquilla; at the same time, the good brig Mar-
cellino got under weigh for Carthagena. o
One great cause of tle constant vexation and irri-
tation of feeling which travellers to this country, es-
pecially business men, are sure to experience, either
more or less, on account of the delays, bad accom-
modations, &c., at every town on their journey, 18
this : they fancy, on arnving, that they are about to
set foot upon a shore which has witnessed the glori-
ous light of the nineteenth century breaking-in upon
the arts and sciences, and upon all the countless com-
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forts and advaniages which the age has brought to
a large portion of Lurope, as weﬁ as to the United
States.  DBut they discover their mistake, as every
traveller has who ever visited the country. Re-
marks upon the causes of their being so very much
in the back-ground will be found in the closing chape
ter of this work.

1 have said that we einbarked in a smeall bonga for
Barranquilla; this name belongs to a boat of some
forty feet in length and seven in width. It is the most
awkward attempt at naval architecture conceivable;
being a keelboat, with square stern, but tottles tar-
ribly in the water. It 1s decked, having a small
cabin aft, and carries an awkward sort of sail. It
can also be poled along like a champan, and, on
this account, the sides above the deck are not more
than one foot high. As one of these was the very
best conveyance to be had, we huddled into it as
well as we could; but T never will forget the looks
of herror cast npon it by the four poor women when
they first saw this miserable vessel ; and I had ne
little trouble in veconciling them to it.  The pro-
visions and most of the baggage were stowed away
16 the hold § the cabin looked so dirty that none de-
scended into ity but crowded round the hatchway,
while the four black wrelches termed bogas (river-la-
bourers) hoisted their strip of black canvass, and we
started off, like a Dutch yawl, keel uppermost. As
thé mouth of the Cienaga, or Salt Lalke, lies to the
leeward of Santa Marta, we coasted along, with but
a very slight breeze, until ten o’'clock at mght, when
we came to anchor a short distance from the shore,
the sea being perfectly still,  In rough weather, I
should not think that these cockle-boats could ven-
ture out at all.  During this time we had made only
about five leagues! Not having room sufficient to
put up our cott-beds, we all slept on board of thig
wreiched boat as we best could ; some in the hold,

C
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where they encountered the usual tenants of these
craft, lizards, cockroaches, fleas, ants, moscheloes,
&e.; others lay down on the deck upon maliresses,
wlich, in this fine climate, is by far the best plan.
These boats are usually smoked before being used;
but, as we were in a hurry to leave, so as, if po_ssil_ﬂe,
to get away from Barranquillabefore the great Christ-
mas holydays should commence, it had been omitted.
At daylight next morning, there being no wind,
the’ bogas poled the Loat along.  This pule 1s a
straight stick of considerable thickness, with a short
_cratch driven mito one end, in order to keep it from
sinking too far in the sand and mud; and the other
end isapplied to the breast.  'These bogas, wlho are
g0 far sunk below the grade of common huruaniiy ae
to be unworthy of the name, make @ greal noise
when poling the boats; and the most obscene and
blasphemous expressions arc uttered at every step
they take. 'T'his, with the indecent exposure of their
persons, may altogether rank them among fiends
incarnate, Bui, asyet, we had seen nothing of them,
comparatively speaking,

'The gaining of the entrance to the lake is fre-
quently attended with much difficulty. 'T'he moving
sand-bars, shifting their position, often change the
channel, and have once or twice caused the mouth
to be completely closed, when a fresh one opens
np in another quarter. We saw some of the old
entrances, which were now fully banked up and cov-
ered with vegelation. Entering the lake, we round-
ed bacle npon our conrse in order to stop at the
small village of Salina, which, with another called
Puchlo Viejo, is situated on a low, narrow neck or
beach, which divides the lake from the sea; and
here it was that we experienced the coramencement
of those troubles attendant upon the endeavour to
keep the bogas to their duty, of which there is no
getting rid until landed at Jonda. It scems there
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was no necessily for going out of our course to stop
at this village. It was a mere plan of the bogas,
who wished, under pretence of getting woed to cook
with, to while away the day (Saturday), and then to
lie by here all Sunday and get drunk. Tor once,
however, we mastered them, by preparing to send
back by land the American nuned Bishop, whom I
had hired at Santa Marta to guide us up the river, to
give information of our situation to Mr. Mier, This
had the desired eflect; for, after cuoking and eating
their breakfast, they started about two o’clock in lhe
afiernoon, growling like disappointed tigers.  The
place at wlhich we stopped is a wretched little Indian
village, where nothing can be procured save fish ;
there are salt-pans here, where a coarde salt is formed
by the sun’s exhalations. We dropped anchor late
at night in the middle of the lake, that we might
sleep undisturbed by moschetoes.

20th. Agam under weigh at an early haur, po-
ling along.  Certainly notlung can mnch surpass the
novel beauties of the scenery of this lake. T'he wa-
ter transparent as the most polished mirror, and ity
surface undisturbed by a single ripple.  Numerous
mimic islands, or large clutups of dark green bush-
es, whose branches dip nto the lake, are scattered
in all directions. Large birds of the most spotless
white plomage had setiled on the boughs, at sight
of which, joined to the perfect transparency of the

“gky above, and the swect blandness of the morning

air, filled as it was with delicious perfunie, trans-
ported us back to the nursery tales of {miry-land.
All that was wanting to complete the 1llusion was to
be,shut out from the presence of those foul-mouth-
ed beasts, the bogas, who werc the only mar to the
enjoyment of so lovely a scene.

LEven the very dullest of my companions could
not but share the admiration, and feel with me the
eflect produced by the surrounding view, which was
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thus so enchantingly presented.  1'ar away in the
back-pround towenngly rose, in amphitheatrical
form, the snow-capped mountains of the Santa Mar-
ta range. 'P'o wilness a suurise on the Cicnaga Is
‘certainly worth all the harassing fatigue one is
obliged 1o endure in order to reach it.  We entered
to-day a sccond lake, smaller than the last. 'The
entrance was through a long narrow passage, along
which the boal was forced with the greatest diffienl-
ty over a species of water-lily, whose close-Lwisted
and enduring roots formed such a dense resistance
that at one time we had some fears of not being able
1o eflect a passage; and it was only by stimula-
ting the bogas with whiskey to fresh exertions, that
they persevered and worked their way through.
The toil was most cxcessive, and could auly havo
been endured by such a race of mortals as these.
On the shores of this lake are large beauuful trees,
actually alive with red monkeys and iguanas, a
most disgusting-looking animal of the lizard tribe.
These red monkeys make a dreadful roaring, es-
pecially at daybreak ; a multitude of them together
send forth sounds bearing so strong @ resemblance
to the roar of the lion, that we took them for such
unlil better informed. At night we anchored some
-distance from shore, and were perfectly free from
moschetoes.

21st. At daylight we entered just such another

tangled passage as that we passed yesterday. This’

fully mevits the appellation which it bears, namely,
that of ‘““the Infernal Passage.” The *patron” or
skipper of the boat, however, did very wreng to at-
tempt going through at this hour of the day. Ilad
he but waited until the sun’s power had been sufli-

ciently felt, his pradence would have saved us from -

an houy and a half as severe purgatory as may well
be conceived. Tor, at the very moment the prow
of tie boat struck the thick beds of lilies, the air
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twas perfectly filled with a speeies of small gnat,
whose sting was instantancous and excessively pain-
ful. There was no way of keeping them at bay.
They atiacked our very eyelids, lips, nostrils, and
the interior of the ears | All the flapping of hands
and handkerchiefs was entively without avail against
the couutless legions of such bleodthirsty and tor-
menting animals. As a last resource, we were
obliged 1o roll ourselves completely up in sheets;
yel within these folds, friendly as they were, we
wellnigh endured all the harrors of suffocation, not
daring to Ieave even space sufliciont for respiration §
for, the very moment the smallest aperture was made
in our wrapper, in poured a strecam of these malig-
nant little wretches.  Never should I speak dispar-'
agingly of moschetoes again after this acquaintance
with the gnats that infest the Cienagas of Santa Mar-
ta. Ilowever, it was some little relief to the tor
ment we sullered just to cast an occasional glance
upon the whole company, thus busily employed;
the quickness of their motions, their extravagant an-
tics, their faces swollen wilh rage and bites, all join-
ed to present a piciure in which the painful and
nidiculons were perfectly blended. The effects of
these bites lasted much longer than those of the
moschetoes, and we were obliged to use a wish
made of laudanum and extract of lead in order to
allay the constant irritation produced. We pagsed
twelve or thirteen small lakes between Santa Marta
and the Magdalena, all of which are connected b
natural passages, and only two are as I have de-
scribed them, the others having plenty of water, al-
though in some it is very stagnant, and emits a fe-
tid smell; the sun’s rays being entirely excluded by
the large, tall trees which line very thickly eitler
side. We saw, also, several large alligniors stin-
ning themselves on the mud-flats.  The stagnation
of the water in these passages is chiefly caused by
9

L]
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the meeting of the fresh and salt water, which stops
the current.  One ol the greatest daily annoyances
we sulfered arose {rom the difliculty we lrad 1n get-
ting our cooking done on board, thore being no more
spare room than would suflice for & small {urnace.
In the use of this we were obliged to sharc with the
bogas, who cither stole hall of our provisions or
kept us waiting their pleasure,

In the afternoon we gained the Magdalena River,
and, with sail set and a strong brecze, recached Bar-
ranquilla at sunset. 'The frst view of the Magda-
lena is apt to disappoint the traveller, as it is but
about a mile In wi&th, and 1ts banks arc low and
reedy, bearing but slight marks of culture, plantains
heing the principal produce. We passed several
large plantations of these, and saw also some fine
cattle and milel cows. _

The colour of the water is a thick muddy yellow.
We could distinctly hear the tremendous roar, as the
river emptied its vast storc into the ocean. The
whole distance from Santa Marta to Barranquilla by
this roule is about twenty-five leagues. With a
better satl Lo the boat, and the additional aid of two
bogas, we should have made the voyage a day sooner.

John Glen, Esq., of Barranquilla, to whom I took
letters from Sr. Mier, received me most kindly, and
already had a house provided for our use until such
time as one of his boats could be got in readiness
for conveying us up the river. "This house was
near the wharf, and our clfects were scon disem-
barked and placed withinit. A fine aupper of boiled
eggs, chocolate, &c., was ordered for the people,
while Bishop and 1 bent our steps, in company with
Mr. Glen, to his own fine mansion in the principal
street of the town. DBarranquilla is a imuch neater
place than Samta Marta ; the liouses are nicely white-
washed, and the streets are wider, while there is a
wmarked difference for the better in the looks of the
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poorer classes.  The place may contain between two
and three thousand inhabitants. There is only one
miserable-looking church. T'his town is the principal
depot on the river for keelboats, which ply between
Santa Marta and Carthagena to Mompox ; alihough,
when thie owners themselves are concerned in the
freight, they frequently ascend to Henda ; otherwise,
al Mompox the cargoes are shifted into champans,
which are esteemed the best conveyances (rom this
place, where a sail can no longer be used, and the
river becomes both shallower and more rapid. M.
Glen owns a number of these boals, as does also
another individual in the place. We were most
vexaiiously detained here until the 4th of Januvary!
For a length of time bogas were notto be bad ; and,
when procured, it was so near the time of the holy-
days that we could not got them teo stir for love nor
money. We enjoyed excellent health in this place;
and probably our detention here was beneficial in the
end, for residing in a sitnation so decidedly healthy
as that of Barmanquilla prepared our constitutions
for the river voyage. Tivery night a fine fresh breeze
sets in, which enables one to enjoy the most refresh-
ing repose.  'I'he gentlemanly and unceasing atten-
tions of Mr. Glen to strangers will long live in the
remembrance of many besides royself. He is a
Scotchman by birth, but has long lived in the coun-
try, having also served as colonel in the patriot army,
and been reputed a brave and skilful officer. There
were many others, also, in the place, whom I met at
Mr. Glen's table, both foreigners and natives, ali of
whom possessed the most frank and pleasing man-
ners. While here I slept in a hammaock, by far
the best mode in a country like this, as it is cool,
and you avoid by this means sundry annoyances,
I'he houses are mosily all built of sun-dried clay
they have thatched roofs, with open spaces at the
eaves for admitting the brecze ; which, although a
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very comfortable plan in one respect, is not exactly
so 1in another, as by this means quantities of bals
enter and prove a great annoyance. While at B.
I was introduced to Mr. Tilbers, a German, who was
then holding the right of exclusive navigation by
steam of the Magdalena River, which right was to
be forfeited in Jammary, 1837, provided he had not
by that tirae boats in full operation* By every in-
formation from Mr, Glen, as well as from the guide
Bishop, who had been a clerk in one of the two
boats belonging to Mr. Islbers which was lost in the
river near Naré, I was assured that there was no
prospect of Mr. Iu.’s being able to comply success-
fully with' the requisition of Congress, aud that he
must consequently lose his charter, and the river
become frec to all competitars, as such a river, the
very gateway to the republic, should ever have re-
mained. The loss of these two boats was caused
by the most consummate carclessness on the part
of their respective captains. When they were in
successful operation, and carrying heavy freights,
Mr. Llbers, instead of attending to his affuirs in
person, and in constructing other boals in case of
accident, was expending the proceeds in a most
extravagant mauvner in Bogoté, and leaving every-
thing 1o the care of drunken captains and subor-
dinates, until he found himself prostrated, as he was
when I saw him at B,, struggling along with the
most cramped credit and resources, so as Lo secure
a charter which bnt a few years ago he could have
sold out for a round fifiy thousand dollars. He
invited me to go and sec his stcam saw-mill here,
which is well got up. The men were baut -then
sawing the planks for the intended steamboat. Ile
sends soine of the plank of fine cedar-wood to Ja-
mnlca, by this means adding to his funds for build-

* The river is now free for all competitors.
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ing the boat.  Mr. Elbers scemed to be linked heart
and hand to the business at this period, and the only
pity is that he had not been so long hefare.

On Christmas eve ] was invited to an entertainment
given by Sr. Trespalacios (three palaces) at his fine
mansion, the only ene of two stories in the town. In
the carly part of the evening we went to witness the
services in the church; amusing enough, to be sure;
small yellow tallow candles ormamented every cor-
ner and crevice of the barniike building. An im-
meunse conconrse of half-naked boys were seated on
the earthen floor, making all sorts of uncouth sounds
with small drums, penny whistles, cow-horns, &c., in
order to imitate the rejoicings of the sheplrerds at the
birth of Christ, while the squeaking of two or three
fiddles and the nasal twang of the choir was alto-
gether too much for our risible faculties to withstand.
At ten o'elock dancing commenced 1 a building sep-
arate from that of T'respalacios’, and then we ad-
journed to church again and remained unul twelve ;
after that to the supper-room, where a company of
about thirty couples sat down to a most excellent
bill of fare, everything being well served up.  The
wines, however, were exccrable. The claret, Ma-
deira, port, all were a bungling imitation; not a
smack of genuine originality in them! The curé
did the henours of the table, a fine, fat, joily fellow, the
very picture of a Friar Tuck, and never at aloss for a
dash at wit or repartee. One of the toasts given by
him was, “Health to the sick, and good digestion to
the healthy.” Some of the dark beauties prasent
were from the neighbouring village of Solidad; of
these, if you except a small pretty foot and sparkling
eye, all were very commonplace Jooking indeed,
there being but two white faces in the whole assem-
blage! Buta fig for colours, [ suppose, beneath the
melting influences of a sky like this.  Three o'clock
in the morning found all the parly merry enough,
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nor werce any allowed to depart for an lour later.
One of the refined amusements of the evening was
for persons to go about daubing over some one's uti-
occupied chair with grease or mulled wine, and then
laughing heartily when they proved successful i
reseating the former occupant.  Ladies and all joined

in this rare sport 11 "This party, I found, was not giv- 4

en at the sole expensc of one individual; but was a
regular “ out and out” picnic.  Seilor ‘Trespalacios
gave his rooms and servants ; another sent a dozen of
wine ; a third poultry ; and thus every guest present,
cxcepting strangers, had each contributed a share.
On these occasions a certain number of major-dome’s
are appointed, whose duty it is to attend to the con-
tributions, and to take care that all glasses, crockery,
&ec., be roturned to their proper owners. But this
latter charge seldom happens to be fulfilled to the
lelter in a country where alinost every servant is a
born thief; and great outcries are frequently made
for articles not .forthcoming at the closo of such
feasts. Christmas, merry Christmas ! how does the
heart at this season, and in a strange Jand, yearn to-
wards its own dear hotne ; while busy thought wan-
ders all over the past as connecled with this happy
period, and the affections ask, *“ Will they miss the
wanderer from his place to-night ? will a sigh, a tear,
mix in with the cup of joy 7?7 Weli, I said, here’s
to a stout heart and the path where daty calls us;
and thongh yet onr next Christmas may be spent like”
this, may our affections know no decrease by ab-
sence !

27th, Sunday. I rode out to Selidad, distant

nhont a league and a half, It contains aboul three .

thousand inhabitants, and .is built afler the manner
of Barranquillz, but neither so neat nor so pleasant,
while the moschetoes are very numerous, and the
fine river breeze not felt as in Barranquilla, its sit-
uation being so much more hemmed in from the

-
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Magdalena.  The road toit is very pleasant. It is
lined with fences of the prickly pear, which make g
most capital hedge, for no animal will dare to breast
one which is constructed of them. This plant
grows hcre to the height of fifieen feet. Soli-
dad once enjoyed a considerable trade in the for.
warding line, but Barranquilla has now wholly
outdone it. During the whole Christmas week 1
was kept awake every night, more or less, by par-
ties of bogas parading through the streets, singin
and playiug on a sort of rude reed pipe. They
secied to be very nieriy, and but few drunkards
are to be seen in the street compared with those
found on similar holydays in New-York or London,
My American guide, Bishop, who is a mechanical
genius, repaired the church organ here, and received
for his job of three days two doubloans,

2d January. We were now all ready for our des
parture from Barranquilla; but we found that oup
goods from Santa Marta might not yet Le expected
here for a fortmight. The bogas” had spent the
whole of their advance money, and we were all
glad toembark.” T engaged two bongas of Mr. Gleri
fOF ntne hundred dollars, to take me to Honda in
thirty days, having already paid one hundred dol-
lars to bring ns from Santa Marta here: an enors
mous price when it is considered that this sum was
charged for the bare boats ; however, there is much

to bo leamned, even long after setting out from Bar-
ranquilla,
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Sting of \hie Insocts.

Stores necessary
joyrd by the Party.—
Chnracter of the Villages on't

I wirt commence this chapler with @ list of the
different stores which we laid in for onr river voy-
age before leaving New-York; which, with the
exception of a very few particulars, could not have
been bettor selected, and will also state the kind of
dress best adapted for guarding against the various
Magdalena pests and mconveniences.  With the
guide, we were now twelve in number. Qur pro-
visions cousisted of seven barrels of best white sea-
biscuit; half a barrel of wheat flour, a superfluous
article : one barrel best salt beef; half a barrel of
pork ; onc harrel of hams, tongues, and Bologna
sausages ; cight jars of butter, well sealed, and
cach containing about twenty-two pounds, which
we found to be a most useful and nccessary article

for frying plantains, eggs, &c.; two half chests

of tea; coffee, chocolate, sugar, and rice are ‘best
procured in the country; twelve dozen of claret;
five gallons of brandy ; five gallons of gin; two
jars of pickles; two bottles of catsup; two boxes
of raisius ; two large checses, and pepper, mustard,
&c. Our crockery and culinary uiensils were

one dozen cups and saucers; one dozen knives and
forks; one soup tureen; one dozen of plates; one
dozen pewler drinking-cups ; one largest size din-
ner-ketue; one second size dimmer-pot ; one sauce.
pan; onetea-kettle ; one frying-pan. To cach i er-
son was appropriated a hair-mattress and coll-l?od-
stead, with all the requisite linen, &e. ; also a good
maoscheto-net and 1 tent-stool. P 800
I had a very large wooden chest, secured by a
good lock, and divided into several compartmm{ts
in which was kept, safe from the thievish clutches
of the bogas, all our small knickknacks for (Iaail qucl’
One barrel of bread was opened at o time agd al-
ways placed well aft, so that it was imm’edi'lt(-l ’
under our own inspection night and day ‘ \;Vi
put all the spirits into the cabin, Besides our
ariginal stock, we laid in a sufficient supply of
the rum of the country at Barranquilla, designed
;,30 ‘sen;]c the bogas until our arrival at Mompox,
dilyn,g calt out at the rate of two drams each per
Due regard to clothing is also a most material
point.  Boots should be constantly worn; drawe;s'
and paptaloons of stout brown linen ; no vest but
a jacket or coalee of nankeen or brown linen : if
shoes are to be preferred on acecount of cooln'c;ss-
they must be worn with thick woollen stockin s,
which will ward off; in part, the attacks of the mgs’
chetoes. I have known feet {o become so dread:
fully swollen by the bites of these little animals
on the river as to preclude the possibility of wear-
ing either boots or leathern shoes for a long tim
The application of lime-juice to severe bil% i
of | _ s will
greatly allay the irritation.  Women should wear
stout laced boots, and long leather gloves ta sa;e
their wrists from attack ; also a loose dark dress
of‘ some stout material, with a close coliar and
thick veil; no stays should cver be worn on this
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voyage; they have been proved to be very injurions.
All, both men and women, should bave straw hats
with broad beims, and linings to draw close at the
top, to protect their heads from the intensity of the
sun's rays. Unless thus protected, it is at the risk
~of life or health for any to expose themsclves over
twenty minutes to the power of the sun at noon-
day, or to check a free perspiration by the too un-
guarded exposure of the body to the breeze or
night air.*

Water dipped up from the Magdalenr, if left to
stand in a jar during the night until properly set-
tled, may be always drank with peifect salety.
Indced, I never tasted better. Upon the whole,
save with the exception of one futal accident to be
here recorded, and of the few hours’ sickness of one
of the women in Mompox, the whole of” our party
arrived in Honda much more healthy-looking than
when we left our homes. "This may, in part, be
attributed fo the fine season of the year when our
cxpedition arrived, which was by far the best, as
the river, having previously receded from the high
banks, presenten her f{ine white sand-bars as a shield
from the vegetable eflluvia of the shore. Yet,
after all, I am persuaded that impradence in drink
and dict, and exposurce to the sun, arc the chief
causes of much of the sickness sulleved by foreign-
ers in ascending thisriver. Upon the first appear-
ance of fever, the safest plan is immediately to dis-
continue all kind of nourishment for twenty-four
hours; after which, a dose of some active med-

icine will set all 1ight again; the French pill,

called ¢ I'ranque’s grains dc santg,” are recom-
mended as the best for this river. : .

* To any one unacquainted with South Armerican travel in the
interior, this description of stores, &c., may seem both useless
and tedious ; but to all wha may intend setting out on a like jour-
ney, such information cannot come too early or minutely.
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)} Our !JOEltS were called the “San George” and

Joachim de Micr.” The former had six bogas
and a patron, in which I placed five of my men.
In the other, which was mucli larger, and manned
:;}’ cight Jbo.grls and 2 patron, I went myself, with

ie guide, another man, and fonr women., “The
storcs also were placed in this boat, and at nine
oclock A, M. we were ouce more afloat.  Afier
the scrious delay we had encountered, my spirits
were much relicved by finding ourselves on the
way to onda at last.  We started with our sails
set and filled by a fine breeze, which constantly
blows up the river for some distance. At half past
ﬁ_vo 1. M. we reached the village of « Sitio Nuevo,”
distant six lengues from Barranguilla; but the route
which we were obliged to take in order to find
water enough by the way of the “ caiia baja” (lower
:;."uml), add(fd three leagues more to aur journey.
The day heing sueceeded by a fine moonlight night
we continued sailing along very pleasantly unil
about eight o'clock, when, in one of the worst * re-
molinos” ov whirlpools in the river, a most sad and

‘untoward accident befell ns, which even now causes

my blood to chill with horror at the bare remems-
brance, Cor
A young woman of my party had seated hetself
on one of those tent-stools I have mentioned, with
her back towards the boat's low gunwale and her
head resting upon the thatch of the little eabin, in

‘which position it was presumed she must have fall-

en 1ato a doze, although she had spoken io one of
the people who sat close beside her hut a minute
previouss for, in an instant, without any sign or

scream whatever, she fell back into the whirling
carrent, and never rose again in life! So rapi?l
‘was this dangerous current, that it was some min-

utes beflore the boat could be fairly stopped. = At
the very instant she fell, 1 offered a reward of two
hundred dollars to any boga who would jump in
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to rescue her; but no onc would stir, althongh they
could all swim like ducks, and were well acquaint-
ed with the ways of this river; I afterward was
told by the patron of the boat that it would have
becn folly for any to have accepted the offer, as,
amid so many counter-currents, and the river
swarming here with alligntors, an attempt ol the
kind by night might only have increased the disas-
ter. A very fine young Pole, one of my company,
was just about springing into the water, when the
patron held hiin fast, and bade me explain to him
how uscless it was to attempt 1, espeeially as the
body of the unfortunate girl had never reappeared
above the surface.  Afler stopping the boats for a
full hour, and scnding men both np and down the
shores of the river for some distance without being
able to make any discovery, we again pursued our
course.

The next morning, on landing at theiirst village,
I despatched a note to My, Glen, to order a wateh
in casc the body should be floating down; and, if
50, to have all passible atlention puid to its inter-

ment at my expense. Thice days afterward, i

was discovered by a man in a canoc near to the
very mouth of the river, floating out to sea, and
taken back Lo Barranquilla, and there interred.
The body had not been touched by the alliga-
tors; but they never do touch a dead body. They
seize upon it when first descending and still alive,
though I believe instances are very rare of their
devouring people, as you will frequently sce the
bogas jumnp overboard [or the purpose of taking a
boatline on shore when ihe hecad of one of these
monsters is within a single yard of the place where
he strock the water.  Anid so perished this poor
woman, 1n a {ar strange land, lavnched ina moment
into elernity without one single scream or witnessed
struggle!  The occurrence threw a sullen gloom
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over all our litde party; cven the rough bogas
partook of this fecling, and for a- while, at least,
restrained the sounds that usuaily proceeded from
their vile lips. Al that night I scarcely closed my
eyes in sleep; 1 felt as 1f T myself’ was to blame
for bringing the unfortunate creature here. Yet
surely it was a most carcless aet in her to seat
herself where she did, as the least movement of
the hoat, she must have been aware, might pre-
cipitate her into the river ! How foreibly did the
premonition come home te us herey of that solemn
wtruth, “ In the midst of life we are o death”

We stopped all might in front of the misérable.
little village of the Remolino; where; spreading
our mattresses on the decks of the boat, and
stretching over us our toldos or moscheto-nets, we
slept very soundly.  Were under weigh at day-
light, and now, the wind having failed us, we poled
along, passed Guamia at ten A, M., and renched
“ Punta Gorda™ at six 1%, M. IHecre we saw fine-
looking cows yrazing on the banks of the river;
the land seeming very rich, with scarecly a vestige
of it under cultivation.  Creeping vines hang 1n
thick festoons from the trees on the banks, and pre-
sent a very singular spectacle.  To avoid repeti~
tion, | will make a sketch of the general appeaf-
ance and character of these small villages, which.
the traveller meets In ascending this river, and,
which may serve for all. L \

The number of houses, or rather huts of dried
clay and thatch, having but one door and window:
infront, vary from ten to eighty ; they generally
facc the river, some of the larger oncs having.
streéts running back. Of course, in this class of
villages T do not include Morales, Banco, and Bat-
ranca, which are larger and of some littlé trade ;.
})Ut even Naré, the great river port for Autiochia,
is yet a most wretched I]itl:ic villnge. The grealer:

)2
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number of these small places have a church, built
and thatehed in like manncr with the hounscs, the
able ond always fucing the river.

The people subsist by Lishing, raising plantains
to scll to the boats, or by keeping small shops, from
which they serve out coarse dry-goods, aguardiente,
boyas, &c., to the bogas. Notwithstandiog all this,
there is great apparent dilfercuee betwecen these
villages as regards their individual cleanliness and
the condition of their inhubitants ; but all are
equally dut and unintercsting.  "The statement giv-
en by a recent traveller, of these villages having
bambuo fences to keep away, as he considered,
the attacks of alligators, is certainly a novel one !
There is nosnch need.  Mompox is the only place
on the river where anything like the bustle of ac-
tive human life and industry is to be found.  Gen-
erally you fiud the residents sleeping in their huts,
or lolling under the shade of some huge trec on
the river’s brink ; too lazy cven to relurm an answer
1o a simple question.  We have frequently known
them cvade the trouble of selling us some article
we wished to purchase merely for the sake of not
being disturbed ; when, at the same time, the mis-
erable creatures had not one single cuartillo in their
possession.  T'alk as we will of independence in
the United States, it is on the banks of the sunny
Magdalenn thatitis Lo be seen i its greatest perfec-
tion. There it is enjoyed, not as a merc chimera
of ithe brain, but as a snbstantial reality. ‘There
land is to be had for almost nothing ; and all that
is requisile is to stick into the carth a few sprouts
of plantain, to work a little for the first two years,
to supply present wants until the fruit is ready ; or
else to live upou the fine fish which arc caught by
means of the common hand-net : each individual
builds his own house, makes his own tables, and
sieeps upon the floor on a straw mat.  Sheuld the
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luxury of a light be required, it is only necessary
to spear a slecping ulligator to procure an excellent
oil s as for clothes, the fashion of that section of the
country does not exact muclh; half a yard of un-
bleached cotton eloth will supply all that is requi-
site for a whole year. Many of the negresses and
squaws, however, go i cimnlsons (gowns) of print-
ed goods; and the small farmers between thesc
villages ure often found dressed in shirts and loose
trouscrs of white cotton, and even linen.  The bo-
aas, fn generaly reccive good wages for their trips
up and down the river, and it is npon them that the
lazy villagers depend, fleccing them whenever they
have an opportunity.,

If & boga has a family, a portion of his wages is
generally vetained in the hands of his employer,
and dealt out to them until his return.  But for this,
they would fare sadly indecd. _

Gth. Started at five A. M. The weather very
thick and the aw chilly until nine o'clock, We
passcd Penon, the Cerro de San Antonio 3 and, at
sunset, halted at Pedrasa, o place opposite Barran-
ea, where the road to Cuarthagena begins.  This
day the scenery was a little changed, not being
quite so tame as it is below ; fine forest trees and
flowering shrubs are seen all around. Here we
stopped for the night, and preferred sleeping on
board the bongas ta going on shore, our arrange-
ments for the night being simply these: we first
spread down our mats, vpont which we placed the
mattresses ; then sticking up two poles, one at the
prow, the other at the stern of the boat, we stretch-
ed out @ linc the whole of this length, to which
we fastened the top of the toldas or moscheto-nets,
the bottom being carefully tucked up under the
mattress, leaving only space enough to admit the
person.  Through this we were obliged to enter
very nimbly to evade the legion that generally ful-
lowed close to our hecls.
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‘When fairly under our respective little tents, we
took three wands of ubout four feet in lengtls, and,
with their ends slightly sharpencd, in nrder to stick
them into the sides of the netting, cxtended 1t so
as to give ns room {o sit np and undress with all
necessalry convenicnce and ease,

The bogas slept on the fine white sand-heach,
where they spread their mats and reared their tol-
das, and the patrons of the hoats remained ou board.
When we stopped near a village, however, ihe bo-
gas generally were stowed away in the huts of the
place. ‘T'he repose which we thus enjoyed on the
way 1 have described ns more delicions than any
I ever experienced, owing to the delightful, bakny
nights, the air of which seemed made up of some
pleasant nareotic compound,  All of my party ex-
perienced the same feelings.  One thing, howcver,
must not be peglected, namely, the getting under
your little meshed roof without admitting one of
those midnight, bloodthirsty bag-pipers, the mos-
chetoes, or bid sleep and rest good-by for the night.
The distavce from Barranca Nueva to Barranca
Vieja is one Jeague. The former is the place of
embarcation from Carthagena.

Tth. Started at sunrise.  'We generally stopped
once aday to got wood for culinary purposes; and
it was amusing to sce the manner in which the bo-
gas went about chopping it, taking a {ull half hour
to procure a sulliciency for a single meal, and
using for that purposc their machetes or knives, a
sort of bungling attempt at a sword. A stout
Yankee, with a proper felling-axe, would outchop
twenty of these bogas. The greater part of the
woods on this river and throughout the country
consists of trees extremely heavy, full of sap, and
quite unfit for burning. Should steamboats ever
navigate this river as regularly as is contemplated,
I fear they will experience much trouble in pro-
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curing sufficiont supp]ics of lll‘y fuel. Tfor 1l1ough
we [requently observed a (-10{1(1 tree upon the shore
which appeared to bave lain there for at least five
or six years, its whole body being whitened with
sun and age, yot, when we attempted to use 1t, it
would not burn, but only sent forth votumes of
smoke. We slept this night at the Traversic of
"Teneriife, having wade since niorning about six
leagues. At a few furlongs back frorn the river
we found a very neat farm-hut, where we bought
some oxeclent milk.  I'his was the most scientifi-
eally Jaid out furm fhat we had yet seen, possess-
ing good cattle-yard, lences, d&ee. _
8th. Ou our way again at half past five. Be-
fore starling every morning I gave to cach of our
hands a glass of annisse (spirits of the country),
and onc more when we stopped at night.  This
has beeome customary on Lhe river as an induce-
ment to the men to work harder. It often fails,
however, in producing the desired efleet, as will be
shown in the sequel. ‘1'enerifle has once been a con-
siderable town, as its present ruins fully indicate;
its site is much more clevated (han that of any of
those already passed. [t coutains now about two
thousand souls. At this place was fonght a des-
perate battle between the Patriots and Spaniards,
which at length was decided in favour of the for-
mer, who buichered or drove into the river some
hundreds of the conquered, without regard to age
or sex, and burned down the church and the greater
part of the town. The ruins of the brick fort are
on the highest point of the bluff in front of the
town ; and those of a large ecathedral are directly
in the rear. We had a view of about tweoly
caymauns* lying together; 1 ercpt up and got a
shot at one of them with heavy slugs; but, though
within thirty feet, the shot, which struck him full
on the head, had apparently no other cffect than

* Alligntors,
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merely to quicken his descent into the river. T
was very sorry now that a good rifle had not been
made one of the accompaniments of our vayage.
These eaymans deposite their cggs in the same
way as the tortoise, and in similar quantities ; they
arc laid in the sand, and are of the size of n goose
ega, and perfectly white.  The bogas destroy their
nests whenever they can.  Nor have they much
difficulty in finding them, ns the anmimal leaves a
broad, deep trail behidd all the way from their
nests to the river, caused by the dragging afong of
their huge bodies, The remainder of this day,
from nine o’clock A. M., was lost, owing to the
bogas going ashore uuder the never-ending pre-
tence of cutting crotches to their polesy indeed,
the law allows them this day; but, nccording to
our agreement with Mr. Glen, and bogas also, they
should have proceeded directly to Hounda witliout
the usual delays. We bad;, however, yet to learn
the general acceptation and full meaning of these
wretches” words and promses; and, not unfre-
quently, that of their employers also. 1 even of-
fered to buy these crotches for them jin Mompox,
whete they are for sule ready made; but this
would not do.  They were bent on haviog a drun-
lken [rolic, and so they had.

9th, Off at:half past three A. M, At first 1 at-
tributed this early starl to a good disposition in
these men to ndake up for the time lost the day be-
fore s but snch was not the case; 1 had scverely
reprimanded both patrons and bogas for their delay
of the boats; but as it is not until they get to Mom-
pox that their indentures are fairly secured for the
voyage, and as I could theu have had the privilege
of exchanging any refractory boga, it was their
wish to keep in my good graces until fairly afloat
from that place, alter which I could bave no remedy
whatever.  Mompox likewise being the great scene
of all their fun and frolie, and advance of wages,
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was a sufficient spur of itself to make them ac-
celerate their progress thither as much as possibile.
Opposite the small village of Plaio we met the
public mail in a canoe, paddled by three men and
steered by a patron.  'The carrying of the public
mail is one of the most singular moral features in
the whole country, oflering, as it does, an instance
of such strange contradiction and striking opposi-
tion to the general thievish habits of the people | To
think that four poor negroes or Indians, with no
othier weapons of defence than the common machete
of the country and a lance or two, should be abie to
convey, in a (rail log-canoe, this great mail, which
frequently contains in gold and silver alone some
hundreds of thousands of dollars, with perfect
safety ! aund this, too, through a lonely, savage
tract, where nothing could be more easy and safe
than for a few daring individuals to perpetrate any
crime they pleased ! Yet I believe there has been
but one single attempt upon the mail since the es-
tablishment of the republic! At a quarter before
ten A, M. we made the village of Sambrano, which
was very rapid travelling for this river!  The eoil
still continued to be very fertile, yet a complete
waste. Large sand-bars are formed where, on one
side, the river has receded from its banks; these
become, in time, covered with vegetation and a spe-
cics of willow-trec. On the opposile banks it is
continually cneroaching; and there you may see
huge trees, with their supporting earth, just ready
to fall, which ofientimes proves very dangerous to
the boats and canoes passing along. The former
chanuel of the river must have changed in some
places at least hall a mile, and it is still constantly
shifting. We made Boca de San Pedro River at
half past four P. M. ; slept at night near a wild,
desolate spot, having proceeded, in all, four leagues
this day.



48 : TocoTA.

10th. Started again at half past three A. M. A
lovely, clear morning. Made the mouth of the
Cauca at noon. At one o'clock the small village
of Pinto, which has a very pleasant site; the ther-
momeler at noon standing at 95°% At sunsct an-
chored close to a heavy wood; found myriads of
moschetoes |

11th. Ol again at two o’clock in the morning ;
rather tough work, having our rest broken in upon
in this way, especially such delicions repose as oue
enjoys in this climate.  But anything to hasten on
our journcy. Made Santa Ara at four A. M.

Bells ringing for mass. At four P. M. we reached
Mompox, where we had our beds, &e., meoved into
two good houses adjoining cach other and close to
the landing, Tlcre one of the women took sick
and had 10 be bled.  IHer disease, however, not
being very scrious, she soon recovered. M. B,
Glen arrived at the same time nearly as oursclves.
He came to see the boats off and the contract with
the men completed.  We slept soundly this night,
after the great fatigue we had undergoune during
the last few days previous to our arrival.

The city of Mompox presents a very neat ap-
pearance from the river, as contrasted with other
places we had passed, great attention being paid to
keeping the houses whitewashed.  In the interior
of the town there arc some spacious buildings.
The churches, five in number, are not much worth
speaking of ; the one standing in the market square
is the most fiequented ; the bells, and most wrectch-
ed ones they are, are detached {rom the boilding
for fear of earthquakes. 'The streets are laid out
very regularly, but the great quaatities of fine sand
and the want of pavement makes walking very un-
pleasant. The population may be about nine or
ten thousand, a large proportion of which are ne-
grocs, Mompax is the great mart for the bogas,
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hundreds of whom either live here or are scattered
along the banks of the river contiguousto it. Some
few of them have their own litlle rosas or planta-
tions, where they grow sugarcane, plantains, and
corn just sufficient for their ownactual snbsistence.
1'orm01*ly there was a very heavy wall of brick
ranning in front of the town and along the river's
banks, most of which is now in ruins; the best
remaining portion being only a few rods above the
market-place where we landed, and furnished with
stairs to facilitate the ascent.  The river, which
when high, enters the strects, has probably caused’
Its destruction by undermining the banks. All
around the city, and even close to the very heuses
It 15 a tangled wilderness.  The churchyard, lyin :
in the rear of the town, is o beautiful spot, havingg
small; neat chapel attached to it, and first planned
b}f tl‘]_e present bishop of Santa Marta, Beyond
ting iittle churchyard lics the morc homely one into
which the poor stranger is laid, when lile with all
s cares are for ever over.  "This city has a prett
good market, and we managed to live very well a};
a moderate rate, though not without oceasional
combatings with dirty Spanish cooks. It was the
scason of the breeze when we arrived, and all the
natives were complaining of headaches, &e. ; while
to us 1t was truly defightful, as we ,exper,ienced
none of the bad effects it produced upon them
3{ct, even at this season, the weather in the midd] .
oi the day was intolerably hot, the glass at n -
X _ oon
standing at 94°.  The short period during the da
in which one can walk is early in the rx::orm'r;y
from about five to half past scven, Inthe even'ng’
they shut up their houses and seat themselves Jb'g
their doors, taking care to remaove the lights, so thyé
thor}:hmay nol beacon in the moscllctoe?. , )
I'here are several respectable and wealthy fam-

ilies in Mompox, and both 1ad; '
, b adies and gentlemen vie
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with each other in their attentions to strangers ; a
circumstance which I found to be nowhere clsc
so general, if you except Canthagena.  Governor
Troncoso is the very soul of a gentleman and a
man of honour. He was for a length of time a
resident in the Island of Jamsien, aud bis govern-
nient is very miuch indebted to him ou more than
onc occasion {or his able management of the city
and provincial .affairs.  As there cxists much ill
feeling between the black and white population,
and as the former rose up once or twice, threaten-
ing to overturn the preseni system, some such
sound-minded, discrect, and highly popular man as
Sr. 'I'roncoso is requisite to quell all disturbanccs of
this kind. I delivered letters to this gentleman;
also to a Mr. Rose, sn English merchant, and to
several others. 1 was introduced to a Mr. lLicone
and family. Mz, L. is an American merchant, for-
merly from Baltimore ; and his family, which is a
truly amiable one, scemed to lubour continnally to
contribute in somme way to my pleasure and conve-
nience.  Sr. Pino is the heaviest {orwarding tner-
chant in the city, and owns many bouls, being
also connected with Aguadelo at Llonda 5 there are
others, however, and not a few, who drive a good
business in this way. A great many boats and
“chatopans Yine the whole side of the viver as far as
the city extends ; and the noise and hum of busy
industry created by the loading and unloading of
cargocs, and repairing and building of boats, is
very agreceable to the ears of oue accustomed to
life in New-York, and more especially so after
passing (as onc must in reaching this) the dead,
stagnant little villages and towns on the river,
The author of « Lietters from Columbia” says « the
peeple here have a strong passion for ardent spir-
its.” 1 never found it so with the better class, and,
even with the lowest, they are never to be scen
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drunk in the streets. *Tis truc they drink some,
s all people do in so hot a climate 5 yet nothing
to that excess o which it is carried in Kngland or
the States.  Annisse is mostly drank here, and they
make the very best in all the country ; it sells at
the rate of one re{]] a qu&ll't botile. Ilad the in-
habitauts of Mompox, indeed, no worse feature in
their character than that of drunkenness, they would
do well enough !

After giving the bogas two days’ respite, they beg-
ged so hard for a third, promsing faithfully to make
up for the loss, that thear request was granted, and
we remained in Mompox another day. 1 visiled a
large building, formerly the exchange under the old
Spanish regime ; now it is used as an almshohse ;
and here, also, ore was smelted.  Miserable-looking
wretches poured out from some of the rooms, and,
crowding around, soliched abmy, thongh in this plice
they are not indiflerently provided for. Formerly, ail
the poor vecatures of this class thronged the streets
as they do at present in Mexico; but now, the wise
measures of the government have adopted the more
humane plan of employing them in almshouses,
much to the bettering of their wretched condition,
as well as adding to the comfort of the citizen and
stranger, who were always perplexingly annoyed by
them. Tn one of the old decayed rooms I was
shown four very odd-fashioned wooden figiires," of
most gigantic proportions.  They are much dilapi-
dated, and were found here by the Spaniards, and
said to have been Indian idols. In Mompox there
exists nothing of the squalid misery and filth which
18 80 prevalent in Santa Marta : and the poorer class-
es go much more decently clad, and are far more
cleanly in their houses. They seem to be a very
happy race; and as one will not meet a sorrowful
face during a day’s walk, it is reasonable to con-
clude that with them, most surely, “ignorance is
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bliss.” 'There is very little trade here, and that lit-
tle principally in the retail, the great bulk of goods
coming from Jamaica. TBut prefits are very low,
and bear no proportion to the length of time re-
quired for goods to reach the warkel, and the great
risk arising from bad travelling. That gre~test of
all pests, the duty of aleabala, is now done away
with. Ivery time the goods were suld it imposed a
duty of four per cent.; now, in room of this, eight
per cent. is put upon all importations.  Yet even the
heavy duty was not so much to be deprecated as the
delay at each port on the river, and the tampering
with every little scoundrel of a collector, whose au-
thority was absolute, and who lnoked for a bribe
even to perform lLis duty. 'There are no such
things as gunboals here at present, but merely a
miserable garrison of a few soldiers, at whose head
is the redoubted Col. Pinarcz, who once concenled
himself to avoid fighting during one of their petly
revolutions. e holds this ofhice merely because
that most of his family perished by the hands of the
Spaniards.  Surcly he 1s one of the very last per-
sons to be placed at the head of a garrison, in a city
of such combustible matertals as Mompox.  De-
sides this office, he was elected this year to the sen-
ate at Bogotd. Goftres are very common here.
Some have them frightfully large : it is truly dis-
tressing to Lhe stranger to look upon m otherwise
beautiful female, and see her neck disfigured by
*such an appendage! They, however, scem to think
nothing of it, but affcet, on the contrary, 10 consider
it an acquisition to their beauty. I, However, am of
opintion that this is but the policy of those who have
them, after the manner of the poor fox in the fable.
1t is said that a sea-voyage will remove these goi-
tres, with how much of truth I cannpet say. On
the very day we left Mompox they had a serious
fire, caused by the wind’s blowing some hot ema
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bers out of a small furnace, which set fire to one of
those little cane sheds that are aliost always in the
rear of every house. As the only meahs they had
of extinguishing the flame was by pouring laige
earthen jJars of water upon them, the fire spread
over a great exlent in an instant, and was only ar-
rested by arriving at a large vacant enclosure.  To
sec them running with these huge jars of water, and
dashing them, jars and all, into the flames, sirikes
one as cerlainly a most novel and primitive mode of
putting a stop Lo a couflagration.

Before leaving Mompox [ visited Mr. Pino, who
hves in excelleut style. Ile is very courleous in
his manners, and is said to have lost much money
at different tines through the national habit of gam-
bling, which pervades all classes of society here.

15th. The bogas having at last got through with
their spare cash, and all being in readiness, we pro-
ceeded on hoard the same honga boats, as T was
convinced of the superiority of these to the cham-
pan, in whicl it is necessary to keep all day under
the straw deck, where there is bat livle air, and al-
most always a grealer or less number of mosche-
taes in the thatch, which at pleasure descend upon
one without his being able to chase them awiy;
while the harsh stuinping of the bogas overhead 2
they pole the boat along, cause dirt and all sorts
of river vermin continually to tumble down. Yet
with all these disadvantages, more than nine tenths
of travellers take champans; but I preferred the
bonga, in which, a nice light awning being spread
above the quarter-deck, one can have a much moro
convement seat, merely excepting the roeking mo-
tion of the boat; and, as soon as the sun’s influence
is felt, the troublesome nosclictoes are no longer to
be seen. Besides, the bonga is a much safer boat
for passing rapids and I]sunken trees in the rives

b
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than the flat-bottomed champan, which, with its
low open sides, is liable to be upset or filled with
water, as has sometimes been the case, Having
taken leave of our kind Muinpox friends, and re-
ceived presents of various sorts of dulces (preserves),
such as the orange, pine-apple, &e., we sct off at
half past seven A. M. upon our Jong and tedious
voyage to Honda.

At two o'clock I’. M. we made the beautiful lit-
tle village of Margarita, which is completely im-
bosomed in a grove of orange-trees. Nothing can
exceed the effect produced upon the traveller by the
beantiful scenes here presented.  The banks of the
river are raised about twelve feet, and the shores
are perfectly Jevel, while two wide avenues, thickly
lined with orange-trees, extend at Jeast a mile along
the banks, and the grove continucs one league in
the direction of Mompox.  “I'his, with the rich gold-
en fruit hanging thickly upon the wrees, was to me
a most novel sight. These avemes are laid out
with greal precision, and the few houses composing
the village are in the rear of the second one.

Fine cocoanut and palm trees, mangoes, et cetera,
also grow here.  Oranges could be procured for six
and a quarter cents per hundred ; and then it was so
delicious to eat them fully ripened on the tree. My
people would not be restrained from eating large
quantities of them ; butit was attended with no seri-
ous results whatever, although the natives prophesied
much evil from the indulgence. After the bogas had
finished their dinner, and I was, ef course, expecting
them to proceed a litile farther, they plainly refused
to go on, preparing in the mean while to go on shore,
for the purpose, probably, of finishing ther Mompox
carousal. I really became exasperated at this part
of their conduct, especially as t‘hey had been wil-
lingly allowed three and a half days in Mompox
upon their promise of future good conduct; and this
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was the result of the undeserved kindness, Deter-
mined to sce who should be master, I buckled on
my pistols and jumped on shore in the midst of them,
bidding, at the same time, my men in the boats to arm
themselves in casc of any strife.  Neither threats,
however, nor persuasions would induce them to go
to their duty, nor was a single alcalde to be found
in the place. What was to be done? 1 thought I
might as well journey back to Mompox, and lay my
gricvances before the owner of the boats, as to lie
fast here. So, selecting two of the bogas, I set out
in a canoe, and awrived again at Mompox at eight
a'¢lock in the evening, my return, of course, giving
much surpuse to Mr. Glen. Ta my great disap-
pointment, I found there was but Jittle 1o be expect-
ed from that source; for alithough Mr. Glen talked
a great deal about “ seeing to the scoundrels,_” &c., I
could soon perceive he had no more authority over
them than 1 had, now that they were failly engaged
and away from Mompox; neither hag an alcalde,
nor any other person ; so there is no redress. A mili-
tary chief has on some occasions shot one of them,
as a warning to the rest, when they thus began their
pranks, and by their refractory conduct promised to
mar the expedition. "T'here 1s, however, no other
method of getling along with them ; I had paid the
wretches extra wages; had engaged an extra num-
ber of men, so as to make their work more easy ; and
had treated them kindly, yet they never ceased an-
noying and delaying me on the whole voyage!
They were said, too, to have been patticularly select-
ed as trustworthy persons!! The best and only
sure mode of getting to Ionda speedily with large
boats is, in the first place, to pay well ; and, having
done this, to bind both master and crew in a forfeit-
ure of half the stipulated sums to carry you to Hon-
da in such a number of days, being sure to keep these
sumns in your own hands until the agreement is ful-
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filled ; and see, too, that this agrecment 1s drawn out
i a proper legal form, as nothing seems to please
these people so tmuch as goiug to law.  You mnst
take care that they agree to do this, accidents or no
accidents; for nothing s caster than for thesc fel-
lows to cause an accident to the boat whenever 1
suits them, by running her agminst a rock in one of
thie strong currenis; or they will feign themselves
sick. Isleptat Mr. Leone’s, and in the morning re-
turned to Margarita about nine ¢’clock.  Got under
weigh immediately, making scven leagues this day;
the bogas seemingly willing to make up for yester
day’s conduct. i

17th: O at half past five A. M. Had bad po.f

ling to-day, owing Lo obstructions in the river, caused
by trees, logs, and bushes. Over somme of these
large bodies of wood the waler runs hike a mill-
sluice, and the boat being necessarily kept out from
shore in order to get around them, the water be-
comes too deep for the poles 1o rench the bhottom;
and then their only plau is to prepel the boat by ap-
plying their poles to the obstructions themseclves,
while the bowman keeps it close in by means of a
wooden hook. The exertions made to pass these
places ave often terrible to witness ; not unfrequent-
ly the wood-hook breaks, the poles slip from off the
smoolh surface of the wood, and away goes the boat,
like a bolt from the bow, a mile or so down the cur-
rent, unti] she is swept into shore again by the boat-
sweeps, which are nothing more than flat pieces of
board, about two feet Jong and six or eight inches
wide, Jashed to long round sticks, Occurrences like
these try all one’s patience, causing as they do the
loss of ground, which, step by step, had been gained
by so much tail and expense of time.

A crew of bogas at their daily meal presents a
scene worth describing,  An immense red earthen
potis brought reeking hot into the midst of the savage
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group, as they are all seated, or, rather, squalted down
on their hamns on the fore-deck, each man having a
calabash shell and wooden spoon, with which he
scoops up the messes of thick boiled rice, plauntains,
and bits of black jerked beef, all mixed together;
they eat enormeus quantities, aud very fast, washing
it all down with the water of the river, fresh and
muddy as 1t runs past the boat. 'T'he patron eats of
the same food ; but his mess is handed him aft, and
I generally added something from my own table,
with a glass of claret. 'The dinner-hour of the bo-
gas regulated our own, as it would have been very
foolish 1o stop the boat again. Yet their behav-
lour on such occasions subjected us to witness the
most revolting scenes of filth, and conduct much
below Lhat of the brute creation. Neither persna-
sians, nor even threatenings of any sort could effect-
ually deter them from their beastly practices. We
passed Banco, a little village where they manufac-
ture much of the red earthenware which is nsed on
the river. The site is composed of the red clay
used in this manufacture. Made Peiion at half past
five . M., where we stopped, making six leagues
in all.  We conld now see the mountains of Anti-
echia in the distance, which relieved very much the
monotony of the flat country scenery.

18th. Started at half past five A. M. Counted
thirty-nine alligators, all of which were lying close
together in one cxtended line. Some of them were
very large. It is really hornible to witness them
devouring that large fish called the bagre, for which
they lie i wait in the current and eddies of the
river. They bring their huge jaws together upon
their prey with a great noise and splashing, and
then raise their heads out of the water in order
to devour them, which occupies more time than
would be expected in such a monster. Should
they happen to seize upon the fish crosswise, they
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have great trouble in placing it in a straight position
that they may swallow it, the bloed yunuing all the
time over their hideous jaws. They slecp a great
deal in the sun, with their mouths wide extended.
Our boat would frequently get within an oa’s lengih
of one without waking it up; and, at this short
distance, once or twice I poured a whole charge
of duck-shot directly into his throat; but, whethor
he survived or not, 1 conld not detcrmine, as it in-
variably got to the water again. When we were
about lialf a league from L.os dos Cnuqs we stopped
for the night; the bogas stretched their straw mats
on a beautiful playa (sand-bar) of white sand.
‘These mats, with their toldas over their heads, are
the only beds they have. Moving around a large fire
in the night, cooking their supper, with the white
toldas raised around, they would form an excellent
tableau for a painter.  These fires are also essential
for warding ofl' the attacks of the tigers and other
wild beasts, whose tracks are to be disfllncl,ly traced
on every playa in the river. All night long the
splashing of the caymans is 1o be heard as they
pounce upon the unlucky fish ; and it was with the
greatest difliculty that I conld pacily the women,
and couvince them of the impossibility of these ani-
mals reaching their heads above the gunwale and
lugging them off.

glggtii;. On our way at the usual hour. At the

lace where we stapped to make our morning meal
F observed a fine field of maize; but the fu_rrov;fs
“were far too thickly sct to yield well.  The nver is
thickly studded with small islands, many of them
scarcely containing a single acre, and are, evidently,
nothing more than the formation of sand and drifi-
ed wood. Reached San Pedro at noon; a few
straggling huls in a very prelty situation. We saw,
for the first time, two pavas or wild turkeys to-day,
but not within gunshot. I now regretted more than

BOGOTA. 60

ever not having brought a rifle for the caymans;
they were so nuimerous and daring, that one felt an
unaccountable desire to lessen their numbers. We
made Regidor at four P. M., where we stopped for
the night ; the place consists metely of a fow poor
huts. -
20th. Off at the usual hour. We were obliged
to take that branch of the river by Ocaiia, the Mo-
rales branch being too dry to venture upon with
safely. The entrance is two wiles above Regidor.
It added two leagues to our journey, while the bo-
gas received ecach an additional two dollars; for
what reason no one knows, except it be for old cus-
towns’ sake. T was obliged again to scold them for
impeding our progress, by continually leaving their
work to plange into the water, as often as they
chanced 1o espy a turtle-nest ashore, being extrava-
gantly fond of the eggs, The facility with which
they get them ont is fruly wonderful. = We now ar-
rived at the mouth of the Cajio de Tamalaque, and
about one leagne and a half up are the ruins of the
city of that name, which was destroyed by the
Spaniards.  The estera or mat of the country is
largely manufactured there. | saw this day larger
tmber than any we had as yet passed ; also some
cords of diewoods piled up on the shore,  Num-
bers of the ugly red monkeys assailed our ears
with thejr disagreeable bellowings.  We moor-
ed to a playa and caught some of the fish called
“boca chica” (fitlle mouth), which are of the herring
uibe, and are very nice eating when fried. We also
shot two fine ducks.  'I'he people are very expert in
casting the hand-nct of the country, which is of a
circular forn, and requires much practice and skill
to be thrown smoothly.  ‘I'he cooking of the fish
secmed to occupy the crew half of the night, keep-
ing us awake with their noise. :
There are numerons plantations of the plantain
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on the river, of which, from time to time, a supply
was obtained ; while we look care to ghugo the quan-
tity taken by the distances between the places of
supply, as there are whole leagues In many parts
where not a single hut is to be seen! What a
shame, in a country with such a soil as tlus! How
would the starvelings of old Furope revel in plenty
here! DButthat time will not arrive while the pres-
ent order and management of things continues in
New-Granada.
21st. On our journey at half past five A. M.
One of the bogas took sick, and refused medicine,
but wished rum. He got neither. We entered
the port of Ocatfia at eleven in the ferenoon. Here
were ten or twelve poor huts, and a storchouse for
the goods which are sent to and broughl from the
interior.  We remained in this place until the 24th,
as no threat, no promise, nor alcalde could move
these villanous bogas a single step. 'The heat of
the weather was rendered doubly intolerable by the
fever of passion and vexation which raged within
me at this shameful and provoeking conduct of these
men. The thermometer stood at 95" About half
a league back from this landing lies the Puerto
Nacional, quite a considerable village. A very
pretly mule-path leads to it through a forest of Jarge
shady trees. No business is now done here, al-
though in the time of the Spaniards it was a place
of some note. There are still standing some large
empty brick storehouses. A large pond of stag-
nant waler close by renders the place very un-
healthy.
" The women have avery simpla way of ma-
“king their toilet on the Magdalena; they bring to
the river side a change of clean garments, and large
calabashes for dipping up the water ; afier loosen-
ing the dress round the neck, they commence pour-
ing over their heads calabash afier calabash full of
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water, remaining ail the time in a sitting posture
Whicl ceremony being completed, they comb and
braid their hair, dress, and tetire. There 18 scarce-
ly a white inhabitant to be seen in these small vil-
lages. There were two or three large champans
lying here.  On this day all my peaple mustered
their guns, and we Lilled five fine turkeys of the
kind called gucharaca. I shot one which weighed
thirty-eight pounds with a single ball; we cgame
upon them by the side of a small lake. dee in the
furest.' We could also have shot some fine r?uoks‘ of
the kind called the “pato real” {royal duck), had
we but had a dog 1o bring them out. 1In hoiding
up my hand to put aside some hranches in a thicket
I received a severe sting from a Jarge black insect
of the beetle tribe, which mstantly caused a swellin
and throbbing so violent, 1hat, before gaining the vil%
lage, it had reached the elbow, while the pain I suf-
fered was almost insupportable. An Taudlan wo-
man applicd soaked tobacco-leaves, malting me, at
the same time, swallow some kind of potion wh’ich
had the effect of easing the painin a very short time ;
and, in the course of the dav, the swelling entire]);
disappeared. Daring the whole of this day’s travel
we did not see a single snake, but a great number
of black wasps, lizards, and iguanas. '
15
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CIHAPTLR 1IIL

Proceed on our Journey.—The Tgnana.—Malins of the Bogag.—-
San Pable.—Meet with Cwsgrcssmcn.-—-Gamblla‘ig.—M:mner
of Bedmaking on the Sand.—Rapids.—Naré.—Exeursion up
the River Naré.~—Buena Vista.---Lnier the Mounlain Passes.—
Madre de Dios.—Leave the River.——Singular Scenery.-—Mode
of Travelling. — El Sarjento. - — Guadaas, —— Col, Acosta. — Mr.

- Hallane.—Alto de 1I'ngo.—Dalays of the Baggage and Annoy-
ances of Travel—7The Company Scparate—IKl Acerradero.—-
Facutaliva.—Plain of Bogota.~—Fontivon.—Variety of Doub-
Jvenz.——LRcach the Capital.—&r. Santa Maria.

94th Janvary. -Afieraloss of two days, our sooty
crew were at last all ready for starting. On the
morning of this day, at hall past six o’clock, we lcft
the port of Ocaiia, when the guide and the boy who
served us in the capacity of cook were missing; the
former (Bishop) had of late begun to show symploms
of misrule, in making much too free with the stores
of liquors, for which 1 had more than once repri-
manded him. I immediately suspected that he had
purposely taken the cook, a fine litle boy, with lim
as a security for our not starting withouat him, think-
ing we would not leave the boy, alibough we might
do without his guideship; for I had become tired of
the drunkard, and had found him to be but of’ very
little use to me in any respeet. At the expiration of
an hour they maude their appearance; and 1t was
found that Bishop had actually enticed the poor boy
away, and forced him fo sleep all night at Puerto
Nacional, where he himself had been engaged in a
drunken bout, We stopped this might at a playa,
where we shot a fine wild duck, which inuch resem-
bled one of the Muscovy breed. An iguana had
been driven from her nest by some persons on the

BOGOTA. ’ 63

playa, and had taken to the water at a place where the
width of the fork conld not exceed sixty yards to the
high banks on the opposite side. Thither we, who
were watching the foolish little animal’s expertness
in swingming, presumed it was going; but, instead of
this, 1t began swimming with all its might down the
current to a julting point of the playa, where lay a
tier of somc dozen caymans just showing the tops
of their heads and great eyes ont of the water. 'I'he
Ignana ceriainly must have seen her terrible foes
lying there in wait for their prey, yet it bore directl
down upon the very jaws of the first in the line, whicflr
made a pass at it, but succeeded only in clipping off
a piecc of its long tail; still it bore onward 10 a sec-
ond and a third of these monsters, dexterously elu-
ding the passes of its encmies by suddenly diving
below the surface just as the cayman thrust out his
head to seize vpon it; butthe fourth proved the best
marksman, or perhaps the poor iguana had become
wearted out from its previeus exertions, for she im-
medintely disappeared down the threat of the vora-
clous monsler.

25th. On our way at half past five o’clock A. M.
One can always judge of the humonr in which these
bogas commence their labours by their morning ori-
sons to the Virgin, uttered in a loud chanting voice
by one of the crew just as the poles are raised and
ready todrop into the water. In these are strangely
mingled blessing and cursing; and the most singular
peiitions, either as regarding things temporal or spirit-
ual, are offered up. 'The pevson generally selected
for this oflice was a short, light-litnbed blackamoor
from Carthagena, nicknamed “ the Carthagena Dev-
il”  His cffusions on these occasions were all ex-
temporancous. 'The following, which I have transla-
ted, will serve as a specimen: - -

“0 Mary, most powerful ! Blessed queen of hea¥-
en! Mother of God! pity us puor bogas. May'the
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stream run «#p with us this day, and may no rapids
nor remolinos impede our progress ! May the white
man, our patron here, give us plenty of brandy, and
perhaps a liule butter to fry our fish withtt  ilur-
rah for the white patron and the pretty Indian gitls of
Ocaiia!! Hurral for Mary, most holy St. Joseph, and
all the saints11”  This wranslation is as literal as pos-
sible. At the termination of cach sentence they alt
shouted the one great Spanish oath.  L'he language
supplies no other; nor need it, for in that alone there
is meaning expressive of cverything that is bad and
obscene. We had this day finc views of the Ocaia
mountains, 'These mountain views were doubly ap-
preciated alter so many days’ travel through low,
marshy lands; yet there are many things to prevent
one’s enjoying fully the beantiful and novel scenery
of the surrounding counlry, such as the unremitting
altention one must constantly pay to his own person
in order to pass zlong with but the endurance of life,
comfort being entirely out of the question.  T'here is
the broiling sun when away from the boat! the heat
and moschetoes when init! fourteen bogas shovting
and stamping with all their might! then the beat
brushes pasta tree, and a hundred or two of enraged
wasps render it necessary to fall on the face and shout
for assistance from the negroes, who dread them even
more than the traveller himsell.  When tbhey ob-
serve a nest before coming directly wpon it, thereis
not a whisper from them until it be passed. Renached
Badillo at half past two, and spent the night again at
a playa.

26th, Set off at six A. M. A clondy morning,
the first we had secn since embarking at Santa Mar.
ta, and it was quite a treat. At this season we might
here safely reverse the message which a I'rench res-
ident in London is said to have sent by a friend
about departing for “la belle France,” in which he
desired his compliments to be given to the sun in his
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own loved country.  For, with equal truth of feeling,
we might have said, “ Commend us to the curtained
canopy which o’erhangs the far-famed metropolis of
old ¥ngland”  We stopped at night about three
leagues from San Pablo, and shot two fine guacha-
racas, and a brace or two of wood-pigeons, very fat
and delicate.  Finding en the playa a karge quantity
of dried drifiwood, my people amused themselves
with building up a huge stack and then fuing it.
The large cane reeds, called here guaduas, blaze
very freely.

27th. Off about a quarter before six A, M. Came
in sight of San Pable at hulf past five P. M. Ilcre
a new feature in the character of the bogas made its
appearance. ‘Theyrefused to go into San Pabloe this
mpht, as they said they were tired, and the sun had
already set. At first I could not imagine for what
purpose they wished to remain in the middie of the
river, when a short half honr would put them i the
possession of as much rim aitd Trolic as they eould
desire; but this was very soon explained, for it seems
that the law allows them two days in this place, in-
cluding the onc in which they arrive! Here was
cunning to an extreme ! They wished to lie in the
niver all night, and then reach the town by sunrise
next morning, thus gaining a day, notwithstanding
they had one aund all expressly stipnlated with me
and with Mr. Glen, at Barranquilla, not to seck even
the customary rests. Farther, I had also offered
them five dollars each if we should reach Ilonda in
thirty days from starling, and 1en dollars each 1o the
two patrons.  Bud the perverseness of these people
kept them on the one hand from fulfilling their
promises and engngements, and, on the other, led
them to prefer a few shorilived drunken brawls o
ensuring cerlain gain in the end. I am- thus par
ticular in stating these facts relutive to thé modei
which strangers are treated on this river, certainly

I'2



66 BOGOTA.

not for any amusement the majority of readers may
derive {rom the perusal of them, but that the detall
may be usclul as a guide Lo others who may hercafter
ascend the Magdalena.  And it may be also of use
1o know the vast advantages they possess for travel-
ling in their own favoured Jands, and that they may
the better learn (o bear patiently the many triiling
inconvenicnces which may vccasionally take plnce
to fret and annoy thein at home.

1 was fully resolved that these bogas should not,
for this time at least, have the mastery. So, ap-
proaching the most daring of the ningleaders in my
own boat, with my watch in my hand, 1 gave him
just three minutes to resure his worlg, threatening
that, if he persisted in his obstinacy, he should imme-
diately be thrown into the river. Seeing cight of
us well armed with a gun and paic of pistols each,
and backed also by the patrons, they gave up, and
we reached the village a little after sunset. We saw
this day a large drove of wild hogs; but, althongh |
followed them for a full half houy, I counld not get a
shot. ‘TFhey finally concealed themsclves so wellin
a small thicket, that we traversed 1 in cvery direc-
iion without being able to start them again,  These
can only be hunted with the aid of a good dog. San
Pablo consisis of about 100 buts, with the usual rude
edifice which serves as their place of public wor~
ship. Douts coming down the river are overhauled
here for smuggled tobacea,

The place, however, is very neat and clean in
its appearance.  On urriving, my lirst steps were
bent towards the house of the inspector of bogas,
as he is called, for 1 had been led to understand
that the man who held this office in San Pable was
accustamed to enforce the law which exacts from
these the {ull performance of their duty. But this
I found to be all a hoax. Neither obligations,
nor letters of introdustion to the first people in the
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place, nor yet the {ull and explicit passport, as
drawn up by my kind and obliging friend in New-
York, the New-Grenada minister, setting {orth the
objcets of the expedition, as being of advantage to
the country, and requesting that authorilies put no
hinderance in my way to the capital, had any weight
in the eyes of this little village alcalde, who kept a
regular grog-shop, which was supported almost
exclusively by those very men against whom T
was Jodging my complaints.  Shakspeare’s Dog-
berry is u gentleman and a scholar compared with
a Muogdalena alealde. So here in San Pablo we
were obliged (o remain two days.  As the bogas
had forfeited the extra five dollars from Barran-
quilla to Honda, I again offered them three dollars
each if they would but proceed pn the way without
any morc of this tedivus stopping; but what was
three dollars to a boga, when he could remain drunk
the whole of 1hat thne in San Pablo for as many
reals ! There were many sicl people in this place ;
and, as soon as it became known that white stran-
gers had arrived, our boat was crowded with sup-
plicants begging the medicos (as they .insist upon
calling all loreigners of respectable dppearance,
meaning physicians) to go to their houses; /* por
amor de Dios,” and administer to the rélief of their
sick and dying friends. Their importunity was
such that I promised to eail upon many of them:
but told them, at the same tite, that although I had
an assortment of medicines to be used by any of
us 1 cases of pecessity, yet that I was no physi-
cian, nor did I dare o preseribe to any one in dif-
ficult cases. “Give us the medicines, then,” they
cricd out, one and all; “ we will run all the risk,
for we know they will eure our friends.” In the
morning the guide and 1 visited several, and we
found them almost all suflering from sovere bilious
attacks. ‘The dreadful fever which prevails on
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the Magdalena was very prevalent, as were also
intermittents.  What could we do? T'he poor
ercatures even prostrated themselves on their kuees
before us; and, bringing down the little family
cross, they presented it to us, and implored us with

rayers and tears to save their fricnds. It was
truly a heart-rending scene, and 1 never so strongly
and earncstly wished 1o possess a thorough knowl
edge of the healing art.” What a cruel neglect it
is on the part of government not to make some
provision against this evil, which exists to such
an exicnt as to leave whole villages and even
districts of country without a single pbysician, or
any remedies whatever save those which unas-
sisted Nature hersell allordst  In some of these
villages the padres {priests) keep a stock of medi-
cines, and have some skill In discases; and why
would not this mode, reduced to general practice,
be the best calculated for removing this cvil, so
much to be deploved ? "T'his plun was wont to be
adopted in Catholic countries of old.  Before we
left the place we had the satisfaction of knowing
that we had been able to bring about a most favounr-
able change i a person long afllicted wilh dysen-
tery (s disease very prevalent herc), by means of
a celebrated mixture given me by a friend, a drug-
gist in Mobile, Ala.

It would be well for a stranger going out to the
part of country I am describing, and wishing to do
good when and wherever he is permitted, to earry
with him a good supply of such simple mediciaes
as may be administered in a thousand cases, with
but his own good judgment to dircet him.  Acting
on this principle, we afforded relief to some by ad-
ministering shght cathartic medieines, and advising
dificrent plans of diat, belter ventilation, &c., &e.

20th. A champan arrived this day at San Pablo
from Mompox, having on board Col. Piiarez, a
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member of the Senate, and a Congressman, with
onc or two others, bound for Ionda. 1t did not
lessen my displeasure towards our bogas to know
that this party had left Mompox full five days later
than ourselves. But it may be accounted for by
considering that the colonel and his friend were na-
tives, and, of course, quitc up to the crooks and wiles
of compassing their ends with the bogas.  Besides
1[115_ advantage, the colonel had, as his body-guard,
a ficree-Jooking half-breed, dressed in faded uni-
1('er, ElI}fI haadling « rusty Tower-hill musket, the
sight of which is said to have a wonderful effect
upon these viver gentry. It was not long before
the colonel and his party introduced themscives;
and, as | had not the least doubt that he would reach
Honda full four days before us, 1 gave him 1n
charge the letter to Col. Acosta, of Guaduas, from
Mr. Mier, which that gentleman had sent by me,
In order to save my being detained at the landing
for mules,  Oune of my men, while here, shot a
large alligator, which measured fourteen feet in
length.  "The villagers crowded around the dead
animal, disputing about the carcass, which they
wanled, in order to {ry out the oil,

_ Iiarly on the werning of this day, being seated
in a neat little shop of a dry-goods retailer of the
place, I took part in a conversation which was car-
ried on in a very animated manner by several indi-
viduals, who were overwhelming me with questions
concerning the country I had left. In the midst of
this busy din of tongues, and at the first toll of a bell
from_tl:_e litle eharch close by, the whole company,
consisting o about eight or ten persons, started to
their feet, aud remaincd standing perfectly motion-
less for_ the space of a minule or two ; then, at an-
other signal from the bell they all crossed them:
selves very devoutly ; and, resuming their seats,
the conversation again commienced as if nothing
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had oceurred to interrupt it, though they first ex-
changed with each other the customary “bucnos
dias. The occasion of all this was the clevation
of the host, of which ceremony the bell gave notice.
30th. We were under weigh at half past five A.
M. 1 was prevented from slecping the g'rc?Lm;‘
part of the night by the groans and lamentatiobs o
a patron of a small champan lying near us, occa-
sioned by his having lost all his money (scventy ol
eighty dollars) in gambling with the s.iup]":cr of our
hoat: “Ay! Dios, no Lengo un caartillo,” were his
incessant cries, repeatedly interlarded with the
usual Spanish oath. Poor wreich | here were the
profits of months of labour, performed amid the
scorching heats of the Magdalena, gone in 2 mo-
ent!]
" Aboat a league from San Pablo the boat of Col-
onel Pifiarez came up with us; w.hcn our ].me re-
fractory bogas secemed suddenly animated with new
spirit, and: they vigorously pushed on, determined
that the stranger boat should not pass us. Alter
holding a short consultation together, they appoint-
ed our patron, Juan de Dios, to mtcr_(:ede)'\guh me,
and ask if, in case of their not allowing l'inarez to
pass them antil arrived at Honda, 1 would give
them a reward of one dollar cach.,  Of course, 1 m-
mediately agreed to do this, as I saw by doing so
I would save four daysat least. It is strange to
think that, but the very day belore, these men had
refused to take threc dollars for the same service
which they now volantarily offered to do for one !
We passed here a large and beautiful cocoa planta-
tion, while the trees were loaded with fruit.  Atsun-
set we anchored alongside of a playa in company
with the congressmen ; having made about eight
leagues this day. Our encampment consisted now
of fifty persons. The moon shone out in her full-
est splendour ; and the colonel and his [riends hav-
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ing ordered a neat portable table and chairs to be
brought from their boat, politely invited the whole
of our company to join them, and partake of some
wine and jellies; and we spent an hoor in this
way very pleasantly,
8Ist. Un our voyage at half past five A. M.
This day we saw for the first time a fow of the
roble-trecs, about thirly feet high, some of them
were covered completely with the most beautiful
pink flowers, while others were of a saflron colour.
We could sce no leaves ; nothing but the straight
slender trunk, with its flower-crownerd top. Arri
ving at a little rosa (plantation) at one o'clock P.
MT’ about three leagues from our starting-place in
the moraing, the old cry of # poles to cut” was
raised ; so we tied fast for this purpose, and had the
mortification of sceing the colonel’s boat wend its
way onward and out of sight, which was the last
we saw of her until we arvived at Honda, At this
rosa we remained all night, as, of course, was in-
tended by the bogns.  We wandered aloné a small
canal or arm of the river for full two miles, through
fine cocoa plantations; and the little huts of the
possessors, which were scattered thickly along its
banks, were the ncatest of any I had yet seen.
We plucked some very finc pineapples near one
of the houses; but they charged us onc real each
for them, prabably because we were “cstrangeros”
(strangers).  We shot, 00, some pigeons and wild
turkeys.
st February. Monday. There. was no such
thing as moving our bogas until twelve o’clock at
noon, when the colonel’s champan must have been
atleast eight leagues ahead of 4s ! At night, about
eight o’c]opk, we had a thunderstorm. ’l‘l;e rain
came rattling down upon our tents, apd'T was just
preparing to decamp from mine, wh Bishop, by
spreading two blankets over the netting, kept it
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from penetrating; and then, by sitting up w:ih r:gf
maitress rolled up, and serving as a scal, ; -
ceeded in keeping it also dry.  We weremnow fair-
ly between the passes of the hills, where they s:l1y
showers are more or less frequent thrc)'ughnut}t 1(;
year. About three o'clock in the morniug \fu; 1211(1
another, a mosi irememlous one, from which a”
our covering could not proteet us. It dlrove US}{I
below to take shelter in the little nmrow}ca in,
where we remained huddled together for the re-
mainder of the night, and were more or less en-cumci
bered with wet clothes, which luckily occasmnlol
none of the bad consequences we very naturally
ieipated, )
aLm21d.pfa‘tartcd at quarter before six A, M. 'Th(i
weather still continved lowering, with oc‘c‘asun;a
sprinklings of rain.  We shot some fine ;m?;eys o(;
day. ‘The forcst-trees which we sa'wd 1613 l:Tcr]
generally very lofty, and alive with red an IE]lC{
monkeys. At night we stopped at the sma est
playa we bad yet seen, which could not, 1 am cer-
tain, have measured more than an eighth o.F :mf
acre. Quite a new idea respecting the ':ut)o
camp-bed making was suggested to medb‘y wlltn(,sts-
ing the bogas® method of procuring a dry p a&:? o
slecp on, notwithstanding the previous rains. ) wey
first busicd themsclves in scraping away the wet
sand ; and, when they succeeded in obtaining a].dliy
botlom, which they did very sooo, as the‘ slight
showers had not penetrated more than a {e whm.ch{c‘asz
they spread their matsupon it and rcposcd} t o;jc ox
the night. 'We made only four leagues this ar}rh
2d. On our way at half past five A, M. e
river doring the night had risen a grea'g[deal,l?e-
ducing our stnall sleeping-room within still smalier
compass by its near encroachment. The pa{ri)n
told me of several instances he had known o{_tlm
river taking so rapid a rise in the night, that ithe
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suddenly aroused slecpers on the sand had not even
time to save their scanty provision of bedding. We
found that the water of the river had now changed
its colour from a muddy yellow hve to a dingy
black, and so thick that we could not use it even for
washing ; the bogas, however, drank of it as heart-
ily as ever, dipping it up as they needed it from
the vessel’s side. This discolouring of the water
was partly explained to us when we discovéred
our proximity to the black stream of a river which
empties itsell here into the Magdalena,  We were
again disturbed at night by a heavy shower.

4th. Started at halfl past five A. M. The branch

of the river which we lad been following became
now so shallow, that we grounded several times in
endeavouring to keep our course, and were obliged
finally to put back for at least half a league; and en-
ter another branch,  This greaily retarded our prog-
ress. :

5th. This night the river fcll ina propottion equal
to its rise the previous one.  So much was this the
case, that it was with extreme difficully that we got
off our boats. 'We stopped at a very neat liitle rosa,
called Calderon, to (urnish ourselves with a new
supply of plantains, The Antiochian mountaing
were now close before us; and the increased height
and thickness of the wooded shores tended gréatly
to relieve us of that tedjous monotony of feeling we
had formerly experienced in the lower parts of the
Magdalena.

Gth. Off at our usual hour, half past five A, M.
We passed San Bartolemi, a small Indian village,
consisting of thirteen huts and a chureh, at half past’
seven A, M, 'I'he patron, Juan de Dios, told me, wilh
an air of great solemnity, that in the hand of the ims
age of the patron saint within the wall i3 placed a
golden spoon which weighs one pound!  On hear
ing this, one of my men exclaimed, “X wish I had
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hold of it,” which very profane ejaculation made the
patron turn up his eyes with an expression of the
most fixed and religions horror. At sunsel we slop-
ped at a Jarge playa divectly opposite the “ Remoli-
no Grande,” which whids round a conically-shaped
bluff of some sixty feet high, where muach property
is said to have been lost at different times. When
the river is swollén in the winter season, it must be
a very dangerous place to pass.  Atnight we were
all driven below to the wretched cabin by rain and
high wind. , -
). Started at sis A, M. ; reached the village of
Garrapata at noon. There were here about the
same pumber of huts as in San Bartolemi. At five
1. M. we saw two large bongas, heavily laden, lying
by ata plantain grove.  They were hound up the riv-
er, and had already been two months out from Barran-
quillal! The very low state of the river must have
retarded their progress mwuch ; yet they were not far
behind the time usually required for boats of thetr
burden.
8ib. On our way again at a quarter to six A. M,
Shot two river ducks of a very fine kind,  About
eight o'clock A. M. the boat San Jorge stuck fast
in the sand about half a roile behind us, and we de-
spatched four of our hands La help her ofl. 1t was
a wonder to me how these river pilots managed to
et along without grounding more frequently than
51ey did; for the river having so many branches
and tortwous windings, and the constant changing of
the channels, must have rendered its navigation a
very diflicult task. DBut I was informed by our pa-
tron that they could detect the shoals by the eye
alone, and even tell, withio an inch or two, the exact
depth of the water on which they were. Subsc-
quent observations convinced me of the correctness
of his statements. 1 cannet but smile when I think
of the drunken Captain R. (of Mr. Tlbers’s steamboat
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on this river) having compasses rigged on board
This was to slecr his course by in a fog, Ipresu'me.
in a channel of such (ortuous windings and shallow-
ness as this! '
Here, on a playa about one league from the An-
gosiura (narrow passage), lie the remains of the
steamboat Bl Libertador, lost through the sheer fol-
1); olf her C?mmander, who atlempted a passage out
of the regular route around a small | i 1
of the regular route around a small island i the riv-
. he Angostura isarapid, the enrrent of which,
for about three quarters of o mile, rins from ten to
twelve knots an hour, the Magdulena in this pla("e
narrowing to three hundred and Tifty or four |1undrf;d
y;lrds, in width, with beld, vecky shores, well wood-
ed.' I'here are several protruding rocky angles
which form remolinos more or Iess'd:mgerous' bul;
I}}:e }c;nc most to be dreaded is just at the entrance of
¢ Angostura, i ' ]
tho / g s'm;'_], m going up.  Here stands a solilary
ouse on a hill, where the bogas stopped the boats
and took strong lines ashore, dragging, with mmnch
}mulhle, tl’:e beats around this poinmi.” ¢ Ca—0 4 los
ngleses,” vocifer: perie:
theg s ciferated the crew, as they experienced
difbeully of this undertaking;  quitan las cabu-
yas (}ue se vayan al demonio” (d—n the English ; let
lgo( !._u: ropes, and. let them go to the devill) ’ At
wearing this ebullitton of friendily feeli ]
part, I had merel i oy sionifany
bart 1 h-:.n szc y to };mnt very significantly to 4
t-barrelled piece then in my hands; It i
a-b ; and it is
a?Loms‘}:mg what faith these fellows have i,rl the aim
ol an "“estrangero” (foreigner), Formerly, i
time of the patriot warf: ‘g el fort b yone
in this place warfare, 2 small fortification stood
i ' '3 but now there remains very little of
eruins. We observed
e i served many cannon-balls wedgetd
0 the rocks near the water'’s ed '
hive bopn o3 sear the ater's edge, which must
" >d agawst the fort from the . opposite
wre.  We stopped al nigl ' i
embankmen W}Fl : 2\ m}g oAt a namwow sirip of
- ch was hs ' a thick:
Tt seermod 1. nhieh as backed by a thick: wood,
'8¢ Dogas were as fearless of an at-
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tack from wild beasts as from alligators; for they
made up a small fire of brushwood, and stre(ched
themselves aut upon the ground with all the ease and
indifference imaginable, notwithstanding the litile
strip of sand-bank on which they lay was literally
covered with the tracks of leopards and panthers.
ath, Started at five A, M.; reached Naré at nine
o’clock that morning. Ala shorl distance on this side
of Naré, the river of that name flows into the Magda-
lena. Ttisabeautiful limpid stream, of considerable
width at the mouth, and the water was very cool and
refreshing. Naré is the great entrepot for merchan-
dise and produce to and from the rich province of
Antiochia; and yet it is the most dirty, wreiched-
lovking place of its size on the river. It consists
of about one bundred and twenty huts, and about
eighteen hundred souls. "T'he rale ol provisions is
nearly twice as high as in Mompoy, and very often
not to be had at any price.  Yigpgs six for a real;
pork three dollars per arroba; fowls four reals each,
and so on. At tlis place we lound we were again
to lie by for two days; and, to crown all, the bo-
gas had the impndence 1o apply to me fer the dollar
each which had been promised to them in case they
kept up with the champan of Col. Pifiarez! Of
course they had forfeited i1, I endeavoured to ap-
peal to the black alcalde of the place to forward
me more expeditiously 3 but, when [ entered his
house for that. purpose, T found his worship already
in familiar chat with the very worst of the crew,
and dealing out ram to them, for he also kept an an-
nisse shop. A stranger should beware of ever pla-
cing the least dependance upon a river alcalde, who
is generally a person of the very same stamp as
the bogas themselves: and should there even be
found one who is willing to render assistance to
you, he is deterred from doing so through fear of
being maltreated by the hogas, from whose ven.
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geance they liave no means of defence in those isola-
ted villages.  Ttis only in the large cities that even-
handed justice is to be expected fromm a Spanish al-
calde. The only person of any consequence resi-
ding at this time in Naré wus a coloured man named
Torres.  He kept a store of goods, was postmas-
ter, with a salary of filteen hundred dollars per an-
num, and was also the government agent; he did,
besides, a large business in the commission and for-
warding line.  This person received ns very kindly,
and ordered his son—-a young maun ol aboui twen-
ty-two vears of age, and of a complexion two or
three shades darker than himself—to put us up the
provisions we required. We found here, ag is the
case in every town and place in New-Grenada, a
French apotliecary, who seemed to thrive very well
in his business. Indecd, all thosc I had yet seen
seemed cqually prosperous.

10th. Tinding that, in the prosecution of our voy-
age, we must await the pleasure of our masters the
bogas, and becoming a little used to it, as poor Pat
said of hanging, ishop, two of my men, and my-
self chartered a canoe, and, accompanied, by a
guide, set ont on a little trip up the Naré, as far as
the bodegas, a distance of about two leagnes, "We
had furtished ourselves with guns, some botles of
wine, and & due proportion of cooked provisions,
being determined, for one day at least, to shake off
all thoughts of bogas, black alcaldes, &c., and to
enjoy ourselves as we best could. '

The moment we entered upon this delightfnl
stream, the change of scenery and associations was
instantancous, and produced a magically pleasing
effect.  'Within less than two miles np, the river
narrows nearly one half. Neat little rosas line
each shore at short and regnlar intervals, and the
inhabitants appeared much better off and wiore
cleanly clad than on the Magdalena. A fine, bright
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pebbly shoré reminded me much of the banks of
the silvery Tweed. After advancing two miles
farther, the shores roseto a height of eight hundred
ot a thousand feel, and, jutting 1o from the left-hand
baok barely twenty paces, we gained the foot of a
very pictaresque waterfall, foaming and tunbling
over a precipice of several hundred feet.  Dut, with
all our exertions, we could not reach the summnit, as
the sheet of water occupied nearly all the channel,
and on either side were steep and slippery rocks ;
while farther on rose a thick forest, with underwood
so matied and impenetrable as to defy all atiempts
toenterit.  So, aftet many fruitless endeavours, we
were fain to seat ourselves quietly down beside the
basin at the foot, and enjoy the hxury of gazing
upward and around upon such scenery as s rarely
to be seen, and drinking in the delicions hreeze
created by the rush of waters, Journeying on-
ward, the river became in many parts very shal-
low, with slight rapids; the lofty perpendicular
shores entirely excluding the sun's rays, althongh at
the hour of eleven A. M. We observed tracks of
the danta onthe white sands. It is just such haunts
as these that this timid menster loves to frequent;
so still and loncly ! For here were no habitations ;
not a sound saye the distant murmur of the waler-
fall we had just left, the wild, soft notes of the hiids,
and the deep, prolonged echoes of our own voices,
as they died away among the everlasting hills.
When seven miles distant from Naré we reached
the bodegn (storchonse), a very neat brick build-
ang, the roof covered with tifes, having a housc and
garden altached for the accommodation of the keep-
er. Among a varicty of merchandise which were
here awaiting conveyance to the interior, I saw a
two-horse pleasnre-wagon of Amorican manufac-
tire, the body being enclosed in a very heavy box;
and we were told that sixteen Indians would be re-
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quired to carry it over the mountains. :There are
no taymans in this stream, and T could get no in-
formalion as to whether trout might be canght here.
We saw no game of any kind, which appeared sin-
gular in a place seemingly so well adapted for their
abode.

We got back to Naré at four P. M. Fine guavas
grow here, and I saw some trees bearing very large
shaddock oranges. 1 followed a foolpalh, beauti-
fully winding through a dense wood, for upward of
two miles, in the direction of a place called “Sopla
Vienwo” (blow wind), in secarch of game, but saw
nothing save a few monkeys and river herons.

11th. Left Naré at six A. M. DMade the Bras-
uelo de Tigre, abont two leagues from Naré, at
nine o'clock A. M. We had the pleasure of shoot-
ing some fine large ducks, called here quatro reales.
They aflord by far the most delicate eating of the
duck kind that 1 ever met with. We made this
day six leagues.

12th. On our voyage at half past five . M., but
made stmall progress through scenery entirely de-
vold of interest. :

13th., Made the village of Buena Vista at half
past one P. M. Tiis 1s a place consisting of
six very neat huts, standing in a cleared. spot of
aboul sixty acres, the shores being about ten feet
high, The sitc of this little village I. consider as
next to Margarita in point of beauly. - Appearan-
ces of a large ancienl cemetery suggest the idea
that there must have once stood on this spota much
larger town; but I could get noone to give me the
least information on the subject, save that some
treasures had been dug up from the old Indian
graves; a thing of frequent oceurrence throughout -
this country, where the supposed sites of habita-
tions belonging to the former lords of the soil are
eagerly sought after, and the ground excavated in
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every direction for the precious stones aud metals
invariably deposited with the corpse of the more
wealthy aborigines. A short distance beyond this
village is the mouth of the Rio Negro, about a hun-
dred yards wide ; the water of which is very low
at this scason of the year, and of a decp black col-
our, though we foond it very transparent on being
dipped up into a tombiler. .
14th. Started at onr customary hour. During
the previous night I lay for a long time awake,
listening to the familiar note of a bird like that of
the whippoorwill of the United States, and with
fond memory leading me back to her loved haonts
in the land of the “ great and frece;” to the country
and friends who had reccived and cherisbed the
wandering boy, and made him, under Providence,
what he was; to the absent oue of the soul's best
affections, and to all the thousand wnd one litile
varied hopes and dreams of by-gone days.  ifany
place in the world besides the closc walls of a
prison is calculated to cause a home-sickness to
pervade the heart and weigh down the feelings,
certainly it is such a vovage up the River Mag-
dalena as T experienced in the year 1836. ‘I'be
sandflics were now very annoying, continuing to
plague us from sunrise to sunset; but our old ac-
quaintances, the moschetoes, had for two nighis
past entirely disappeared. "Fhey are seidom to be
scen above Naré,  Some of my people had their
feet and ankles so dreadfully swollen by the previ-
ous bites they had endured, that it was inpossi-
ble for them to wear cither boots or shoes. This
circumstance shows the necessity of sereening the
feet by every possible means from the attacks of
these little pests.  Better, surely, is 1t to suffer the
heat and inconvenience of a heavy boot or woollen
stockings, than to be afflicted even for days after
leaving the river with feet frightfully swollen.
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On this day the boat Joachim sprang aleak, hav-
ing grounded on a pebbly bar, and two hands were
required to bail her out. We could not avoid
realizing by this accident the dreadful sitnation
we would have been reduced to Had our bodty suf-
fercd any aceident in such a wilderness as this.

As we nearcd the Ieiion de Conejo, which is a
rocky promontory, I was forcibly struck by the
similarity which the view up the river bears to a
part of the Hudson below West Point.  There
formerly stood here bodegas for the reception of
gonds to be conveyed by a new road to Guaduas;
but, notwithstanding the shortness of the period that
had elapsed since the loss of the two steamboats,

not a bodega or road is now to be diseovered ; the

former beii]g demolished, and the latter eniirely
choked up. Enterprise in this country is, I believe,
doomed uniformly to die on the very threshold.
No people weleome more loudly the commence-
ment of projects lor improvement than the inhabi-
tants of this portion of New-Grennda., They in
the end, however, fall oll' so gradually and impar-
ceplibly, that one begins to grow doubtful whether
his senses may not have deceived hint in regard to
all they wtered and protested in the commence-
ment. A small island, the exact resemblance of a
heart, lies in the centre of the river here. Near
the upright surface of the Perion de Conejo (Rabbit
Rock), a striking resemblance of a person, seem-
ingly sitting down near the top of it, is plainly dis-
cernible, as well as a likeness of a friar of Fran-
cisco, both of which arc caunsed by fissures and
tults of stunted shrubs. IMlocks of sereaming par-
rots were hovering about their nests in the rock,
We succeeded in stopping a leak in our boat which
threatened to delay us, and all went on very well,
with the exeeption of Bishop complaining of dys-
entery, and a boga indisposed with fever and ague ;
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Bishop drank incessantly, and this may well ac-
count for his sickness.  All my precautions to keeg
liquor out of his way were unavailing. ‘v‘\fc_sltoppfz”
for the night at a playa coverced entirely with sma
pebbles, intermixed with various colowred Jaspers,
blood-stones, &c. We found, also, a few carnel-
lmr:i‘-ho very base of the hills which form the‘B}o-
gotd ridge was now at our fcet,rthc bed c;_i t1c
river continually straitening.  We all wandered
far up the playa from the boats, hunting pcbblcsi,
and enjoying one of the most delicious sunic‘tns
ever witnessed,  The thermometer 'stood at 78" at
sunset. The air was perfumed with odoeriferous
plants; and on this cvening most truly might it
have been said of our little party, that the memory
of the trials we had experienced on the Jowsr part
of the river, of its excessive heats, of the clour}s of
moschetoes and sandflies, and all cur other miser-
ies, was about being obliterated from our thoughts,
excepling the two or three wha in swollen fect and
ankles stiil bore about with them accasional twitch-
ing remembrancers of the past.

"About nine o'clock, just as we were all snugly
housed under our toldas, a short but violent thun-
derstorm drove us all to our feet; and again, when
this was well over, and the skies, as we thought,
gave fair promise of quiet and serenity, and we
were once more comfortably lodged, a second
stornr bhrst over us, which continued, with ])L}t
little abatement, nearly the whole night.  This
induced us to believe that wet weather without
moschetoes and heat was in no ways preferable to
dry weather coupled with these annoyaunces. The
thunderclaps ereated a most tremendous bellowing
among the hills, the reverberations continuing many
seconds.

16th, On our way at half past five A. M. The
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seenery became more varied and picturesque évery
mile we ascended.  The shores in some places be-
ing formed of huge ledges of rocks, and quite per-
pendicular, appeared like representations of decay-
ed forts, ruined towers, &e., while their bases were
worn inte an innumerable variety of shapes by the
strengih of the current, mixed as it is with great
quantitics of sand. P. M., made the first of the
Vueltas de Madre de Dios. These are abropt
turnings in the river at the place called by the Jes-
uits “ Mother of God,” where they formerly, before
their expulsion, cujoyed large possessions extend-
ing to Honda, where their college was situated.
The land here, you may be sure, is of the very best
quality, as these peaple are sound judges W this as
well as in other worldly matters. It reaches back
from the river in o ‘tract mostly without hill or
brealk in its smooth, level surface, at an elevation
of some fiftcen feet.  Iere, Indeed, under a more
enlightened and libeval government, might the most
fastidious be tempted to settle quictly down 3 for all
that is rich and grand in scenery or delicious in cli-
mate is here toinvite them. T'he two seasons of rain
and drought, so uniformly experienced both above
and below this part of the country, do nat take placa
here in the same regular succession ; but fine show-
ers are more or less frequent throughout the whole
year. I observed,also, that one or two streamlets
crossed these fine [ands. A
We now began to encounter what are called
“chiorros” or rapids in the river. The firstof any
cansequence was at the ast bend, just as we gajned
a view of the long-looked for bodegas of Madre de
Dios. It is very severe labour for the bogas to as-
cend so strong a current by means of simple set-
ting-poles.  T'requently we did not gain a sidgle
boal’s-length in ten minutes. LEvery man of ¢
laid strong and stout hold of the poles, while the
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knowledge that our long and painful voyage would
terminatc .with the chorro in question added al-
most supernatural strength to our eflorts, Sunset
saw ns safely moored at the bodega landing-place,
which event we sigaalized by a feu-de-joie from a
general discharge of all our fircarns. The banks
here were thirty feet high 5 and the country around
was cleared for some hundred acres,

We preferred landing here to the bodegas oppo-
site Tlonda, as we thereby avoided several very
troublesome rapids; and this situation is said tobe
much more agrecable. '

Our first care was (6 bave all our stores and
luggage immediately removed up the bank and de-
posited in the storehwuse of the place; after which
we were delighted to find ourselves once more
seated under thie rool of something like a Christian-
built dwelling ; a very exccllent one it was, 100,
when contrasted with most others of the same class
in this country. The building was of one slory,
‘and composed of rammed earth, with a tile-covered
roof ; it consisted of four rooms, besides the very
spacious and convenicnt part occupied as a slore-
house. One of the rooms was used as a sort of re-
tail store; the others serve for the accommodation
of travellers like ourselves; and detached from the
premises is a kitchen built of split cane and thatch.
ed; which, with a shed for mules, comprises all the
houses within sight. A Bogotd merchant bad ar-
rived from Jamaica a day or two belore us, and
occupied the” best ronm in the gable end of the
building. Owing to this, we were obliged, after
making a repast from our own stores, to spread
our mattresses in the largest room, which bad a

wicket gate in leu of a door. Threugh this, liz-
ards and the hundred other crawling things that
abound here gain free admission. 1 was nwakened
several times during the night by the shrill outeries

BOGOTA. B85

crawled over their hands or face. N
17th. What a scene at sunrisé was licre présent-
ed for the tich, mellow pencillings of 4 Claufe!
The mighty Magdalena at my feet rushing onward
to the ccean in lier dark sweeping course; to the
right a succession of undulating, wood-ctowned
hills; to the left lay our route lo the capita], afew
conical-shaped hills plainly indicating that our pas-
sage over this ridge of Andes would partake much
more of mountain than of prairie travel. But a lit-
tle to the left, in facing the ziver, and as seen from
the very threshold of the bodegas, is a truly grand
and novel sight. I stood gazing upon it for upward
of an hour without being wearied, and could st
have continued gazing and indulging my fancy with
picturing new beauties in the prospect before me.
A huge rocky hill rises out from the midst of an
evergreen prairic, the highest peak reaching prop-
ably 1o the height of two hundred feet, and the
whole circumference at the base being about s
quarter of a mile, ‘I'he ruins of an ancient Mon-
astery, built upon some isolated rocks, is the hear-
est idea I can give of its appearance. A species
of creeping plant, not anlike the ivy, covers just
enough of the whole to render the illusiod ¢omplete
There is apparently a low wall runhing tlit whdle
circuit of wl {d : unning tie whdle
pyroai ,W 1at l:v;m seem 1ke boilding, partly tim-
fence i?l“I;l(:.r‘i’rfl)tus :;{;‘;Sandrl}ihere y loofj:h:q]é‘ 1%1" de-
omars flnh g dmes. iree or foqr sh.q’l:‘t square
Hlerent points; while high it the ver
ceotre of what appears to have been the ora t ich y
el, or body of the building, 1 el m
tion of a once square anfj {)WGFT u}p: i gqo'dlly o
dome, the ivy-plant han insrrcfngt : Il(“lt S'E'FGPI'G' i
around and above it forrng B el J_festqong_gll
windowws, dilapidal’ed v ”}g resemblarices 16 Gdthlb
cowled monks ; all to s, anc dark figarog of
| ; get}{:?r a sight most wonterful

of the woinen as a harmless, yet fey-fleshed lizard
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to behold, and which no attempt at description can
give any idea of its beauty, an peculiarly singular
and picturesque appearanae ! N
We found it impracticable to purchase provisions
of any kind here. A linle guarépo, a drink made
from the sugarcane, was all we Icou]d‘procurc; and
we were obliged to send to Honda for beef, and even
fish, although, with a net, they might be caught at
the very door. A fine place of refreshment, truly,
for a poor wretch just from the Magdalena! And
yet, to read and hear of this bodega, gne is aclaally
tempted to believe it “una fonda donde hay cual-
quiera cosa le gusta;” a “place of enterla:,nment,
where everything that you wish is to be had.”  We
found anly a young wman in the bedega, who acted
as superintendent during the absence of an older
erson then sick 3 an Indian woman-cook, and T be-
{’ieve there were about twenty “ peones” (labourers),
employed by the company who own the bodfregas
in clearing land and cultivating sugarcanc. The
nights we passed here were spent in the most deli-
cious repose, with not a moscheto to annoy us!
20th. We set out to-day at eleven A, M. Not-
withstanding my precautions in sending letters n
advance 1o Guaduas, conlaining all the instructions
necessary for having mules in readiness at this place
for olir inmediate use, not bne made its appearance
until the night previous to this date.  Althongh the
land-travelling was aliogether preferable to that of
the river, still, in one point of view, we felt not the
least change for the betier; I mean in regard to our
conductors, the muletecrs, who chatiered and dispu-
ted, like so many magpies, from early daybreak until
we set off. We had then only twenty-three beasts
instead of the twenty-eight ordered ; and for these
there were two different owners, who were regular-
ly pited against each other, quarrelling about the
size of bales and trunks, each party being fearful

—
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lest his opponent’s load should weigh ohé sidgld
pound less than his own. T'wo hundred andfﬁ%ty
pounds weight is the quantum regulated by law
which each beast is allowed to carfy; a cargo of
this weight is divided inte two equal parts, which
are slung on cach side of the animal, and sccured
by strong thongs of twisted green bark or hide. Not
unfrequently, however, the whole weight is con-
tatned in one bulk, placed on the mnle’s back ; and,
by an extra price being paid, they will even increase
that weight considerably. '
We were at length fairly started, our whole pariy
mounted on eight mules and three horses. I would
herfc strongly recommend all travellers going thid
same route to carry with them, as a most useful ap-
pendage to theirv other equiptents, a good saddle!
for nine times oul of ten you are forced 1o pay an
enormous hire for one which scarcely deserves the
name, and which is sometimes actualiy worse than
the bare back of the animal, were it not that it an-
swered the purpose of holding on to in this rugged
journcy.  Suvwe of the girths were of the jnner batk
of a certain tree.  Col. Acosta had the gooduess to -
send two very fine ones for my own use and that of
Bishop; but we gave them up to the poor Wwomen
of our party, two of whom, after much persuasion,
we induced to mount “al caballero,” as they had
never been on horseback before, and which would
have been by far the safest mode for them, even in
a level country. I also hired two exira peones to
run by their side, in case of accident in ascending
or descending any precipitous parts of the road.  Tor
each beast [ paid three dollars to go from the bode-
gas to Guaduas, which was precisely doable the
usual eharge!  And this is invariably the way in
which travellers, who, like mvsclf, may bé igno-
rant of the rates paid on the different routes, are im-
posed upon.  Besides this charge, the use of saddles
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to Guaduas, a distance of only fiftcen miles, was
another dollar each !

The road is very level and good for a siiort dis-
tance above IXonda, winding through thick woods
and occasional naked valleys..

Approaching 1Ionda, the road runs close to the
river's bank ; we had then a fine view of that town,
which. lies on the opposite side, and Is gained from
this place by means of an awkward sort of ferry-
boat, champan-built, which is paddled across a very
swift current by two negroes. The most rapid fall
of the river is just below this ferry, and directly
abreast of the town, where, owing to the Jow slale.
in which the river then was, we could easily dis-
cern the black peaks of several huge stones n the
cenlre of the cuarrent. 'The falls make quite a
deafening noise. "The whole appearance of Honda
is much in keeping with that of some old Euglish.
or Germnn settlements in Lurope, being buiit prin-
" cipally of granite and limestone ; but as we did not,
cross over at this time, but continued our course to.
Bogaid, a full description of the place is deferred
for another part of this volume.

At the first rocky descent in our way we all
alighted, with the exception of on¢ of the women,
who happened to be in advance of the party, and
whose mule kept on with her in spite of the out-
eries of the muleteer, who was too far behind to be
of any servico. However, she got to the bottons 1n,
much shorter time, and with a great deal more ease

to herself, than we did who were on foot, as, in

leading the animals by their short bridles, and en-

deavouring to keep, in advance of their footsteps,

we oftentimes stumbled ; whereas these sure-footed
brules never miss a single step, always planting
their fore feet in hollows formed in the solid rock
by dint of their constant travelling. At night we
glept at o hut on the roadside, spreading a field-

i T
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bed on the earthen floor. Here we encountéred &
new spccies of tormment, in the shape of § sinall
black bug, which tenanted the mud walls of the
building, whose bite continued very painful for seva
eral days, and cven at the expiration of six months
from this date T observed small reddish-coloured
spots on the backs of the hands, caused by the bites
of these insects. '
21st. Started again at sunrise. 'The narrow road
led over one of the most rugged and picturesque
countries in the world. We went up one mountain
and down another, but were still conscious of gradu-
ally attaining considerable elevalion abové the sea.
We commenced, now, the steep and fatigding as~
cent of the “ Sarjento” mountain, which has an ele4
vation of 33500 feet above the sea. The labour of
the poor mules, under a sun of about 88° in the
shade, was dreadful. In somc of the steepest parts
many of us dismounted and drove the animals on
before. When about midway the path winds 2ig-
zag up the hillside, and in many parts the mules
had to make a leap of about three feet and 4 half in
order 1o land on the next Jittle platform formed out
of the rock, and there stopped a moment 1o hreaihe
previous fo making another leap. In order io at~
tend to the baggage, I kept in the rear of the party;
and, in looking upward, could perceive the froht:
man in our ranks at least three hundred feet above
me in an ahnost perpendicular direction; while the.
total unguardeduess of the way, which had neither
fence nor protection of any kind, and while the
steps of the mules were actually within ene half
fool of the brink of a precipice which it was fearful
1o look down upon, impressed me most deeply with
a sense of our novel and exciting situation. * But
now let me speak of the summit itself of this noble
mountain. Not one of us, I think, will evér forget
the feelings of awe, delight, and wonder which we
He2
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experienced as we suddenly stopped our mules and

zed around. For leagues Phc eye wandered ovey
aaclose and constant succession of large and small
conical-shaped hills, whuse sldes prcsen_{ed an as-

ect similar to that qf the ploughed sea in a storm,
and were clothed with wood and v.erdure to thelir
very summits. "The Magdalena, which now appear-
ed like a small, go]den-c:olou_red stream, sparkling
in the sunshine before us, still pursued the same
tortuous track as heretofore. Lmle spots of wa-
ving sugarcanc. or Indian maize were scatlered
here and there on every hand,,yadormn_g the sunny
sides of these myriad mountains, while the small
dotted huts of the owners seemed to hang out 1n
bold relief like so many swaluw’s nests under the
sheltering eaves.  In the m1cldl_e of many of these
cornficlds we observed smali raised plmforms, upon
which were mounted litle Indiqn children, shpur.mg,
at the very toi). of their lungs in order 1o frighten
away the flocks of greedy paroquets, which often
devour whele fields of maize in an incredibly short
time. It is very probable that these birds are even
more annoying to the fariner here than are the wild
pigeons in the United States. Ah! ladrones!
picarones del mundo!” (Ah! robbers! thieves of
the world !) were among some of the epithets we
heard applied by tho young Indians to these green-
feathered gentry. '

On the top of the © Sarjento” the road is extremely
level and fine; and about two miles before reaching
the rocky descent into the beautifu] plain of Gua-
dias, the huts of the small planters are very neat
and cleanly compared with those in the valley, hav-
ing a slight air of domestic comfert about them, a
circumstance of rather rare oceurrence here. T-hc
land appeared very rich, of a fine black mould, with
plenty of small timber. We crossed two or three
clear little rivulets, which ran murmuring away nto
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the depths of the valley through a thick short mosg;
which grew abundantly all around.- For & few rodds
n length, the road, just here, ran‘along 4 knifé-like
ridge,  This is just before attaining the ¥ery centre
of the summit, and does not exceed six yards in
breadth ; a- rather dangercus place, methought, for
one of our spirited Northern horses to caper upon.
The first view of the neat, quiet village of Gua-
duas was very cheering, as it appeared to us ly-
ing in a small, fertile plain, surrounded on all sides
by a perfect amphitheatre of hills. Entering the
valley, we saw sweet oranges growing in all direc-
tions 5 and then journeyed over a large, grassy conl-
mon, covered with fine-looking cattle, and cross-
ed the limpid little river of Guaduas by a ford.. A
neat cane bridge is here thrown over for the use
of foot-passengers, and it may be.used also for
mules in times of heavy freshets, A short street
brought us safe to the hospitable mansion of the
well-known Colonel Acosta.  T'iis gentleman most
heartily welcomed me, while my people were con-
ducted to a very neat house which he bad hired
for the purpose, and there they found a fine din-
ner prepared. I dined with the Sefior Acosta at
bis own house, where I met a younger brother of
his. The welcome which was given me was fru-
ly a Highland one ; and I never discussed a bottle
of wine with more exhilarated spirits than on this
occasion, [t seemed as if we had at last goi into
Christian hands, and a climate which rivalled that
of Eden itself, while all thoughts of the trying and
gloomy past were rapidly fading away from the
memory. S
22d. Al sunrise T was awakened by the confi-
deatial servant of the colonel, who told me that a
horse was saddled and awaited me for a litile ride
out ta the colonel’s sugar-estate, as had been pro-
posed and acceded to the previous evening.' |



02 BOGOTA.

found, indced, that a truly fine animal of the colo-
nel’s own raising had been prepared for my use;
and that hospitable gentleman himself was just or-
dering in the morning’s cup of strong cofice, a thing
rarcly omitted in this couantry. We rode along
the same street throuph which we had enteved the
day before, turning ofl to the left when about mid-.
way over the common. On crossing the river,
a by-path led us through a grove of guava and
other treecs. Then immerging into a cleared plain,
which was a part of the colonel’s estates, we gal-

loped forward to the sugar-mills, about a mile from.

Guaduas. I observed on our way scveral eaout-
choue-trees, from which the India-rubber is. manu.
factured. The sngar-mills were of wood, and ap-

pearcd very badly constructed as regarded the:

case of the pvor mules employed in them. Livery
year agrealcr or less nomiber are (;l}tlreiy mcapact-
taled for any other use. The boilers and coolers
were excellently arranged; and the loaf sugar,
which I saw in cans, was of a very fair and good
quality, Indeed, Guaduas is more famed f‘or its
fine sugars than any other portion of New-Grena-
da, the Sefior Acosta’s cstate in particular.

We rode also into several fields, where people
were employed in both cutting and planting the cane,
On our return, the colonel stopped his borse at the

doors of several of the little straggling buildings

on the estate, the inmates of which all seemed most
happy to see him. At one place he would relight
his scgar ; at another he would inquire kindly after
some ons sick : at a third would lecave dlrec_tlcms
about work, and so on. I recollect once asking a

eon here “if he knew the colone!;” to which he
replied, * 5i, sefior ; todo el mundo conocen al se-
fior colonel” (Yes, sir; everybody knows the colo-
nel}. True, indeed, was this asscrtion, in regard,
at least, to Guaduas, where the worthy colonc! fills

.
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the station of a patriarch of old; and this |is the
case In more senses, 100, than one, if report speaks
truly, as-certain fac-similes of his well-known face
are frequently to be seen in the streefs:of Guaduas.
But no disgrace is in this place attached to the off:
spring of a bachelor; nor cven does the knowledge
of the fact-ever call up a blush to any fair cheek,
especially if that bacliclor chauce to be the merry
colonel.  But my friend is now in the wane of life :
and, no doubt, performs some hearty penances in
consequence of by-gone delinquencies.

Guaduas is very regularly and neatly built ; the
strects ave gencrally paved, and run. into a square
in the centre of the town, where stands a rudely-
constructed brick church, not yet completed, Nor
is it likely to be very soon, merely for the want of
the “necdlul,” as Colonel Acosta told me. The
houses are generally much like those of a fishing:
village in Scotland ; the walls being composed of
rammed earth, whitewashed over, and the roofs
thatched. There were only two or three dwell-
ings with two stories. The old convent of San
I'rancisco is of excellent mason-worlk, and stands
on a gentle eminence close to the river, a small
partof the building being now occupied as a school ;
the government troops are also quartered here,
as they have occasion to pass through, the town,
Guaduas conlains about 5000. inhabitants, whose
occupations are not very varied, consisting cither
n cultivating cane, making straw hats, or provi.
ding mules and horses for the conveyance of goods
to and from Bogota. The straw hats made here
are very prelty, and manufactured of all colours
and shapes. -

Sunday is their day for market, which is alwaysg
well attended. The majority of traders consists
of women, who all wear the same fashioned straw
hals as the men. They arte, generally speaking,
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very pretty ; figures quite en bon point; and,if the
expression of their faces speak a true language,
they are very happy and contented with their dif-
ferent lots. 'The dress both of males and females
partakes of the styles and materials worn both in
the hoter and coldnr portions of their country.
'The men wear trousers reaching to the heel, and
a very short white jacket, the feet being cased in a
sort of sandal, made frona a grass which grows
there, the siall portion only which covers the great
toc being made of canvass. These they call “apar-
égatns.” 'T'he women wear only one upper gar-
ment, which is white, and made to fit closc around
the neck; while those who can aflord it superadd
a long gauze or thin white muslin shawl, which,
“with the bat and blue stuff petlicoat, completes the
dress.

They 1ake here very pretty spoons from the
orange and some other fancy wood, which are
sold at fifty cents the dozen. The market is well
supplicd with potatoes, maize, rice, plantains, fruits,
and butcher meats. Potatoes were a rich treat to
us, not having tasted oue since we left Santa Marta,

The river upon which Guaduas standsis a great
acquisition to the town, the water being as clear as
the finest spring, and yet very soft.  In bathing in
it one's teeth fairly chatter. Iis bed is entirely
composed of huge stones, and the banks are lined
with the most beautiful overhanging trees; aud
some writers have aflirmed that trout are found in
this tiver. But this is not the casc. If youask a
native, he will rcadily answer you o the affirma-
tive ; but as trout are not known among them, cven
by name, yonh must always aflix the word fish to
make lim understand vou. Therefore his asser-
tion may apply, perhaps, to a small species of fish
between the ecl and the trout, such as is sold in
the Bogota market. On washing days the banks

e
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are lined with wormen, who are not over chary in
avoiding the exposure of their persons while em-
ployed at thelr work, Our endeavonrs to avoid
them seemed to cause quite as much -sufprfse on
their part as did heir appearance on ours}

I have no words wherewith to describe fully the
delicionsuess of the climate we now experienced ;
the thermometer scarcely ever varying mnore than
two degrees during the season, and during my res-
idence it stood the same within a degree or two
ranging from 75 to 76" ’

The house of Colonel Acosta is admirably adapt-
ed for the climate, having a wide open corridor
extending round a small square court in the: inie-
rior, the floors flagged with large red bricks, and
rows of pillars resting on a low wall, which forms
tne arca, The parlours and best roams open in
on two sides, the kitchens and a storchouse on an-
other, and the stables in the rear. Always during.--»
dinner we bad the music of two gamecocks, Whicg' :
were chained up by the legs on the wall of the
courtyargl in our immediate vicinity, as the table
was sct in the area; so that, when the prisoners
kept their shrill clavions in play, we had the full
advantage of the mclody. It appeared that this

" custom of keeping fighting-fowls prevailed much

among the upper classes of the repnblic during the
a‘dml_nis{ration of their patron Bolivar, when the
English were so high in favour; but of late years
it has greatly fallen off.  Colonel Acosta bimself
keeps a public storc in one part of his house, and
1t gricves me to say that he is not reputed as
wealthy as formerly ; for a warmer hearted and
more hospitable gentleman no country can boast
of, while every foreigner of any 1espectability at
all is sure to find a home at his house, and an able
and willing counsellor in himself, Foreign vis-
Iters gencrally leave some handsome memento be-
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hind them as a small testimony of their graleful
sense of the debt they owe him.  But the trath is,
the good colonel is devoured out of house and
home by his own mean countrymen, who make as
free at his table as at a common hetel, without lh-e
dlightest scnse of shame or fear,  Situated as be is
on the great and, indeed, only road between the
Magdalena and the capital, his very vilals are
preyed upon by travelling congressmen, fellows
with cpaulettes, and twopeony merchabts, all of
whom the kind colonel reccives with open arms;
while, at the samé time, he must be aware that, if
he should ever wish to test these persons’ boasted
friendship and gratitude by the slightest appeal to
their pockets or guod services, the bubble would
burst in a moment. I wonder he docs not lry a
wry face for once, for the purpose of seeing the pil-
fering rascals scamper away ! _
-‘r To give some idca of the cheapness of llving in
Guaduas, | would state that, for the use of a well-
built bouse with five rooms, a kitchen, and siable,
with excellent board for ten individuals, cost only
about threc dollars per day ; and I presume that a
regular band at driving tight bargains might have
got off for fifty cents less, still leaving all well paid ;
for this sum there was provided fur breakfast beef-
steak, coffee, egs, omclets, potatoes, bread, and a
meat stew: for dinner, several dishes in addition
1o the above, and in the cvening excellent chocolate.
Bread is the only bad article here, owing to the
miserable mode of grinding and bolting the flour.
It is black-coloured, and full of sand and husks.
The fault canuot be in the grain jtsclf, for I never
saw finer wheat than the sample shawn me, which
was grown on the plains of Bogoti! Indeed, the
greatest part of the meal and flour is ground after
the old Scripture mode, that of two flat stones
turned by women.

BOGOTA, by

_ 23d. As we had resolved to remain for a litlle
n this delightful part of the country in order to
recover from our fatigue, as well the better to pre-
pare our heated biood for an advance into the upper
qnd colder Jatitudes, Bishop and T sat gut, on two
fine mules furnished by the coloncl, to pay a brief
visit to a Scotch gentleman named Haldane, who
worked a fine estate at a place called Palmar, not
more than one and a half hour's ride from Guadu-
as.  Mr. Ilaldane, having beard that forcigners had
arrived, left o pressing invitation that we should
call upon him.  We ascended a very precipitous
hill afier leaving the plain, aud then another brought
us drreetly upon the house itself, which stands oh the
very top of a fine, fertile mountain, A great part
ot the road lay through majestic and picturesque
woods.  Among other trees, I saw the kind from
which the article called “dragon’s blood” j& ex-
tracted. Mr. Haldane received us most kindly;
we found him engaged with his cattle, dressed in a
neat Ilighland bonnet, with the winchele of the
country buckled on at his side. His appearance,
with the epen, smiling welcome and hearty shake
of the hand 1 received, made me, for & moment

almost forgetful of the strange land in which I now
was.  Mr, Haldune cxpressed his regrets that he
could not at this time introduce us to his lady, as

she had just been confined; but added that b’oth
the mother and her little South American were

doing well. In the course of conversation over

some cxcellent Madeira, it came out that Mr. Hal-

dane’s birthplace was very near my own, and that

his good lady, as well as himself, were well ac-

quainted with my velatives in Scotland,  This dis-

covery afforded me u great deal of pleasure. 'Fo

meet with those who not only speak our language,

but also know our friends, in a country wild and

strange as this, cannot but ever produce such feel-
1
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ings of gralification as I on that oceasion experi-
enced. “After this,” said 1 to Mr. Ifaldane, “1
never will despair of meeting a countryman or an
acquaintance wherever 1 may go; for, surely, the
very last place I should havelooked for such would
have been here amang the rugged peaks of the
Andes.” We sat down to a dinner of fine fresh
mutton, killed on the estate, with as good potatoes
as I ever ate. T shall give a full description of
Mr. II’s estate in another part of this volume.
Mr. Haldane insisted upon enr remaining all night
with him, which, he said, would much betier pre-
pare us for our journey to Bogotd, as it was several
degrees cooler here than at Guaduas; we ncceded
to his proposition, and did, in truth, find it much
cooler; so cool, indeed, that T piled upon myself
every arlicle of apparcl wilhin reach in order to
keep my ibody moderately warm. The following
morning was very foggy and raw on this peak,
much like the weather during the Jatter part of au-
tumn in Scotland.  After a hearty drivk of new
milk, we bade adicu to our kind and gentlemanly
host, and reached Guoaduas at nine A. M.

926th. The hour of noon saw us all once iore un-
der moving array; the balance of our baggage not
having yet arrived, we intrusted it Lo the safe for-
warding of Colonel Acosta, from whom 1 parted
with feelings of such sincere regrel as every stran-
ger must experience who has had the pleasure of his
acquaintance. Immediately on gettling clear of the
town, we commenced the steep and rugged ascent
of the mountain called the “ Alto de Trigo.”  JFor-
merly, under the old Spanish dynasty, 1t wust have
been firnly paved with large flintstone; but now,
whal is lelt of it is sadly dilapidated, and, in many
parts, altogether removed. A shost distance up this
mowntain we met a parly of peones bearing down to
Guaduas the corpse of 4 man whe had died suddenly
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at a place near by. The body was botne along in
its usual apparel, stretched out uporn a single plank,
without so much as a napkin thrown ovér the ghnsts
ly features. Upon meeting us, they made a dead
halt divectly in the middle of the narrow road, and
all began to clamour forth a *Jimosna por atnor de
Dios” (alims for the love of God). Until this was
received, they would not edge one step out of the
way that we might pass them. A most ready mode
this for obtaining charity 11 Arrived at the summit,
we had the same fine view of Guaduas and its love-
ly valley as we had enjoyed from the Sarjento on
the opposite side, the road descending from which
we could distinctly trace out i all its windings, a
bright red carth forming anc part, and a light gray
rock the other.  We only gained two leagues this
dav; for, arriving ata ]itt?c “venta” at a place called
“ Gune,” and finding our baggage-mules did not fol-
low, we concloded that it woitld be our best plan to
remain there for the night, althongh bare mats spread
on the floor had to supply the want of 4 mére com-
for!.nhle‘plnce of rest, as all our bedding was behind.

Here we procured some bread and chocolate, hav-
ing brought a few fine cold roast fowls in our hidver-
sacks; a wise precaution, which should be adopted
by every traveller in these parts, there being but
miserable accommodalions on the road; and often,
alter buying a fowl or something. else, and ordering
it to be cooked, it will be served np in such a state,
that, hungry as one may be, it would be impossibla
to taste it!  Once, when a lad, in Russia, I thought
their dishes were had enough ; butthey were a treat
when compared with those in New-Grenada, filled
and seasoued as they were with hog’s-lard and cum-
in-seed, and coloured to a most sickly yellow witht
a pod called achote. When in this venta 1 observed
a fine-looking kind of sausage hanging up, and ors
dered it to be broiled, supetintending the culinary
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process in person; then I had it dished, while my
delighted orbs of vision followed the direction of the
knife, which immediately divided 1 twain the much-
prized morsel; but oh, horror of horrors! my deli-
cious anticipations all vamshed with that one fell
stroke ; for it revealed to wne the fact that this, too,
had been pleniifully besprinkled with the always-
used and never-failing enmin-seed !

27th. About eight o’clock A. M., as the baggage
liad not yet arrived, I judged it best to push on
ahead the body of the pcople, as by this means the
women could ride more slowly and with greater
comfort. I directed them 1o await me at an early
hour in the afternoon, should I not overtake them
before, Bishopthen returned to see what cause had
delaved the baggage, while one of the Poles and my
Jad Chauncey remained with me. - During this
leisure I picked up some beautiful specimens of
quariz crystals, a beavy vein of which seemed to
run across the road. At vne o'clock Bishop came
up with the mules and baggage, when the muleteers
made oula bungling story about theic backwardness
in reaching us.  The proﬁahilil_y was, that once fair-
ly losing sight of us 1n advance, they concluded it
best to enjoy anotber frolic in the town on the re-
mains of therr advance money; for Bishop found
them at a little venla not one third of the way vp
the Alto de Trigo. Seeing we were to be thus de-
tained so late, I sent off, an hour before Bishop
came up, the Pole, with a bag of provisions, to re-
join'the people, and detain them wntil we came up
with the baggage ; bul we saw notling more of them
the whole day; and a heavy thunderstorm coming
up, Bishop, the lad, and I stopped for the night a1 a
miserable little hut, where it was out of the question
to oblain cven the staple commodity of the country,
chocolate.  During the vight it rained heavily, pour-
ing down upon us through the wreiched sitaw roof,
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and driving us to seek protection from corner to
corner,  Muleteers, old women, children, and alf;
bivouacked on the same dirty earthen floor together !
"The only hight afforded us, by which we made up
our beds, was from burning the dried leaves of the
maize, which cmployed a little girl constantly to
keep it up. It seems to be their lot in this coun-
try to be tormented with some or other annoying
littte animal. Moschietoes, sandflies, and galinip-
pers are not troublesome here; bui their place is
well supplied by whole hosts of fleas, of which, I
was told, Bogold was the capital ! :

28th, Sunday. Upand on our way at daybreak.
I did not get two hours sleep all pight, hau{ihg in-
cessanily with ‘the fleas that were about me in. myre
ids,  Reached the village of Villeta at twelve
o'clock. It is a small town siluated on a narrow
plain, the whole presenting a miniatdre view of
Guaduas, though several degrees hotter.  T'he glass
at this hour stood at 82° in the shade. We crossed
the river Villeta a short distance beyond the village.
This is a really beautiful siream in the dry season;
but 1t is said to be very twrbulent, and sometimes
dangerous to ford, in the ralny months, A fragils
sort of cane bridge is thrown over i1, but it is rarely

“trusted with loaded mules, it being usual for thiem

to swim across, after a division of their loads, by
placing the bales by turns on the animals’ backs,
At the time we cressed the water nearly reached
the horses’ flinks. Sometimes, after very heavy
showers, travellers await the falling of the river, as
in the course of two or three liours it is generaily
reduced so as o evable them to pass in perfect
safety: We now found some parts of the road very.
good, and a constant succession of beautiful &nd
novel scenery kept the mind awake and entertain.
ed. Settlements were not very numerons, In alf
we passed through theyIseil chicha, guarrapo; and

2 o
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brandy of the country. Chicha is made from the
rain of the maize, and strongly fermented, being
altogether the filthiest-looking draught ove can well
look upon. Yet there were some of my party who
could already drink it witl much gusto, even among
the women! It has about the same inchriating
qualities as ale. They never press it from the lees,
but use it thick and of a dirty yellow colowr, so as
constantly to remind me of the water of the Mag-
dalena. .
We still heard of our people as being ahead, but
not fromn one single eminence could we caich a
glimpse of thern.  We stopped to cat our breaklast
at a honse siuated on the last mountain before
descending to the plain of Bogotd, called the “ Acer-
radero.” We found liere the best fare on the
whole road. Travellers should make it a point to.
eat one of the three meals at it 1u passing, and In
leaving Bogola they should make this the halling-
place on their first day’s journey. Here we bad
breakfast “ segun el costumbre de los Ingleses” (in
the English manner), who, as our host told us, all
honoured his house in passing. ‘This man keeps a
store or shop for provisions, and cultivates quite an
extensive lract of excellent ground. Iis was the
neatest plantation I had yel seen en ihe Bogold
road. "I’he weather was too cold here for growing
cane, but they raise excellent wheat and potatoes.

We were now aboui on a level with the Bogola
plain, and fonnd it necessary lo wear once more &
cloth coat. It was very misty and chilly as we as-~
cended this inountain, and we thought we might now
bid adieu to the idea of again seeing thermometers
at 90° for some time lo come,

When the man of the house just mentioned an-
nounced that the bill for supplying three hearty eat-
ers with an excellent breakfast of eggs, coffee, beef,
&c., only amounted to four reals (fifty cents), I ac-
taally stared at him in utter astonishment.

o —
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In ascending, the road was very bad in many
places ; yet, on the whole, we found it much easiey
than the ascent of the Sarjento. In the rainy sea-
son, howerver, either ascent or descent must prove
severely troublesome, if not a fittle dangerous, on
account of the smooth, clammy soil of which the
road is composed, although a shert part of it has a
ruined pavement like that of the Alto de Trigo. Tt
not unfrequently snows here.  We overtook a drove
of mules and oxen, each beast laden with molasses
of the couniry.  The general anode of cunveying
all the' country-made hqnids is in ox-hides, sewn
up into a square form, with a month at one corner.
The drivers sadly belubour the poor animals in the
steepest ascenfs; and “arriha " {up) is loudly voeif-
erated, with the accompaniment of an Indian whoop,
Once fairly on the summit of this mountain, we had
a no very distant view of the plain. The short de-
scent nto which, as contrasted with the steepness
of the way we had passed, assured us that we were
then riding on very lofly ground.
~Attwo PP, M. we reached the village of Facnta-
tiva, a nuserable hole, the mud walls of which in
mauy places retained the original black colour.
Here was a church and an altempt at a square
where we observed some blackguard-looking fel.
lows practising the throwing of the lasso over a post
n f‘ronl of the church. Iere T found, at last, my
foolish people, who had spent a most wretched
night, without beds or bedding, in this’cold, filthy
place.  We soon had an immense rabble ga’thered
about us, principally men ; and, certainly, a worse:
set of ill-formed, brandy-distorted features I never
witnessed. ‘They subsist chiefly in this place b
breeding and herding the large droves of half-wild
catile which we saw spread ont in every direétion
on these ferlile plains. Pushing our way thréugh
this mob, we entcred the paved courtyard of the best
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looking house in the place, the owner of which was
a large proprictor of cargo mules. Here we had a
sort of Spanish dinper, having bribed the cook 1o
forget the hop's-lard and cumin-sced.

The fear that something might happen to my
people journeying on before, not one of them being
able to articulate a word of Spanish, had caused
me, unwittingly, again to hurry on ahiead of the
baggage, of which circumstance these eyc-serving
muleteers had made use to turn to the same ad-
vantage as at Guaduas! So here, without our
beds, we were again obliged to pass another night
of cold avd miscry.

The nearest approach to a bedstead in this latge
honse was a rickety trundle affair, with a board
bottom ; the three poor women upon this spread
their blankets, ol which each had ope for a saddle-
cover ; this, with two or three old ruanas from the
mistress of the house, constitvied all their cover-
ing. 1 oflercd even two dollars for a bed er ham-
mock, but only obtained the constant response
made to cvery inquiry of the sort, of ¢ No hay.”
We saw the dirty-looking men of the place spread
out sheepskins for themseclves in a corner, upon
which, after binding a napkin round the bead, and
drawing a ruana closely about them, they stretched
themselves out, and immediately a loud snoring be-
tokened the heaviness of their siumbers.

How 1 envicd these people the comlort of this
temporary forgetfulness! as, after many endeavours
to fall asleep, finding it impracticable, 1 got up from
the hard deal table upon which I had been lying,
with my saddle to serve me as a pillow, and passed
the remainder of the night in walking about in the

paved courtyard!  After all, the table and saddle
were not so very bad, bad it been but at Honda or
Guaduis s but in this misty, raw climate, with the
glass standing at 56°, while at the previous night’s

e
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quarters it was at '71°, rendered our gituation de-
plorable enough. The mule patron told me that
the inn, which he designated «“ LaBotella,” wonld
have suited us muach better ; but I afterward learned’
that “ the Bottle” inn had not a whit belter recom-
mendations to patronage.
. Ist March. Monday. Our whole baggage be-
ing now wilth us, we procured an carlyobreal(fast
and started off’ about nine o’clock A. M. in higl;
spirits for the capital.  The road to the cily, from
t}‘lc moment you enter the plain, is as wide as n
European turnpike, having on cach side a ditch
and turf dike for the purpose of confining the cat-
tle.  Our patron told us that it ~as also hntended
-as a bar against smugglers,  But this mnst be per-
fect nonsense; for, alter crossing the river by the
bridge at Fontivon, the city might be entered in
fifty different directions il one were disposed to try.
As we travelled onward, low scudding clouds
swept down the sides of the Acerradero, rdaching
even Lo our very fect, and enveloping us in a mist
through which it was impossible to see far in ad-
vance.  We met many persons on horseback, ap-
parently on a ride of pleasare from the city. ’l“hcy
all of them had their faces muffled up with a hand-
kerchief, the reason of which was explained to us
by our patron’s telling that the air on these plains
generally had the effect of producing painful bloich-
es on the face and lips; and he advised us to use the
same precautions.  But we laughed and rode on;
for which carclessness the whole of the party as
he forewarnced us, suffered more or less after our
arrival in the capital.  We overtook thé first cart
I had seen since leaving Santa Marta. It had
broad, low wheels, of single blocks of wood, and
was drawn by two powerful and beautifully-shaped
bulls, the ox never being uscd here. The load in
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the cart consisted of a large tierce of crockery,
brought all the way from Honda bodegas to the
mouth of the plain by an Indian on his back and,
when thus far on its way, this method was used
for conveying it to the city ;s the weight was six
and a half arrobas,:or one handred and sixty-two
and a half pounds. 1 afterward saw, daring my
residence in Bogotd, a cargo of two hundred pounds
weight whicli had been brought the same distance
by an Indian girl, with but the occasional assist-
ance of a fat, lazy “* inamorato” of bers.

We saw Indians ploughing with a one stilted
plough, composed entirely of wood, But the Span-
tards, and all their descendants in every quarter of
the world, are, and cver will be, a primitive and
anti-improving people. The land here is extreme-
Iy rich, and is divided into plots of immense size.
Frequently herds of fifty cattle or upward are seen
running together in almost as wild a state as il be-
yond the control of man 3 and each owncr, when
hie wishes to lasso onc for market, casily singles
out his own, by means of a private mnrk put vpon
it when a calf, We saw a band of seven or eight,
individuals employed in this very way. They
were all mounted on fine-looking horses, though
sadly accoutred; most of them without sarldles,
and having no bridle save the end of the lasso
which is used for catching the bulls. They bad
penned up a drove of some hundred head into a
corner, where the ditch o the great road and a very
high-railed post fence foymed an angle 3 theve they
singled out those they wauted, and suddenly open-
ine out so as to make a lane for them to pass, three
of the animals were firmly secured by the horns
before ten bounds had been gained. The lasso-

thrower retains the most of the rope in bis left
hand; and then coiling up a few fathoms in his
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right, he taltes good care to keep the running noose
at the end open and clear, and gives it scver%tl w?ge
swings around his head, when off flies the th "
alighting with unerring aim (if thrown b a_ong,
perienced hand) upon the horns of the anir:rlaln o
The mist clearing away, we had a fine view f
the whole plain, which extended on three sides of
us as far as the cye could reach.  Before us Ia tIO
range o mountains which rise immediate! my tl]e
rear of lhe_ capital ; and these being onl 1b):)ut ﬁx:e
leagues distant, it was not diffieult 1o )(:li‘svern the
stecples of the cathedral and the little white <o :
vcnltrwinch stands on the summit of Montserralen—
We saw a very fine ficld of barley here Just }n
the ear, and anether ficld of very short but heav
topped wheat.  We passed here and there on Il);-
road some very comlortable-leoking and ca 'lcioue
farmhouses ; but the entire want of trecspt(lilerg
being nothing but a fungous sort of willow, shaped
lilke the Lombardy poplar) gives the plain 1‘hroup h
out an air of great dreariness and desolation: %r-
}_1(:11!.'11'1}' after baving travelled, as we had ’dgne-
ﬁorzIn;;x‘:zt;ss'through 4 constant succession of bcau-’
We passed two or three stackyards, in which
were about twenty well-built stacks of what
peat:cd to be wheat or oats. -
‘T'he Puente Grande is a very fine stone bridge
having a single arch, with the date of 1669 u ongit’
and the images of Ferdinand and IsnbeHapu on
stone, set in niches on either side. The River %0
gotit is here a dull, black-looking stream, with no.
thing of interest about it. A few wild tiucks nnri

~white herons were sporting around us, and we

were informed that uﬂS was OOd . )
; d shooting-
in the proper season. £ D8 ghou_nd

At Fontivon commences the stone causcwflly
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laid down by the old Spaniards, and lvx‘flnc:lll. tﬂg
doubt, was mcant to have been (:arrlcddl nq{;gi;lp c
whole length of the plain, It is paved with car%
round stones, and slopes from the C.(?I]ll‘(_] I{)_t {{
like the roof of a house; thus renderiug it od
ncither man, mule, nor carriage to t-:'ax'f:i uppn,lvacn t
thus the penance squcrg:{lt HII illgli}??ilncy 1s kep
» yery entrance Into the o .
up\}\?h::l:'?wcr :{,t was possible to do so, we kept 01:l a
little straitened footpath which was beat out at the
foot of the causeway ; being obliged, hou:'cv?r,. ?l?c
casionally to go back upon the regular way ozhem
purposc of avoiding llhc deep quagmlics we
‘¢ encountered.
amlll‘(ilr:(t}';'vcoﬁ is a small, neat place, about two 1oagu’cs
from Bogoth. We got a very good dinner at} :lzg
principal hoese, which was kept by a 1}1:';1} o 01]
name of Hill, a large mule provider. I 1(|lslm',a
was, indecd, well cooked and scrved up, afr_x I ‘l:'?ls
referred to the landlady for the amouxl;‘t 0 td}ebll .
Inreply tomy quesli(m’, she answc.rcdz Vu o ;)Pn(i
sefior mio;” upon which I unhcsuatl'n'g y co[uE g
out into her hands the round sum of‘ssxtecnhc_ok'arf
in American gold; not, however, WlI.hOl‘]t’[' in méi
at the time that the price was very (‘fxmbjt\d.l?.t'da,m
that good meals, such as we got at the Jf’&l_t.(:l‘:afturqo
house, amounting {Jmlly llo {'rt;r 1-Icals for three of us,
longer to be looked for! '
.waISI;](? Bisﬁop, whom [ had sent o'ffa little l?cfoEe to
Bogot4 to inquire for the Sefior Santa Mm 1n,deen
here, he in all-probability would have correcte nr}:ly
mistake at once, and made me understand that t 3
old lady mecant only a four dollar doubleon 'mslcad
of a sixteen one ; both being f'rfi(_]uently designate
by one term, although “ escudo”is the ”-mie }fn:]pcr
term for all gold coinage of the country c;:/s} m?
the “onza” or picce of sixteen dollars. 1enl
paid the woman the money I observed that she
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glanced first at the gold in her vet open hand and
then at me; while 1, on the other hand, attributing
this to her ignorance of the coinage, repeatedly as-
sared her that it was perfectly good, and even
went so far as to give her my name and references
in Bogoth. I never had my mistake rectified by
this most respectable family, unlass, iud ced, they paid
back eight dolars, the sum for which I agrees to
compromise, to 1 person who, since the periad 1
write of, has turned out rather o doubtiul charae-
ter, and who then resided in Bogeta. I gave him
an order to receive it, and 1 heard no more of it.

It was just sunset as we approached the suburbs
of the town, where the trusty Bishop made his ap-
pearance, as was his custom, in the old state of
“halt seas over.” 1t was arranged that we were
lo go dircct to the quinta (country-house) of the
Seior Santa Maria, which that gentleman had
very kindly tendered for our accommodation until
I could procure a Louse, and which had not yot
been done, on acconnt, it seemed, of a little false
ceconomy to prevent my being obliged to pay an
extra month’s rent or so; and now I was told by
Bishop that, owing to the influx of strangers to the
Congress, it would be a very difficult matter to ob-
tamr one to answer my purposcs. .

It was full cight o'clock P. M. before we were
fairly housed in the neat and clegant quinta of the
Sr. Santa Maria, which was situated in the skirts
of the city close to the San Vielorina, among rich
gardens, with whole hedges ol rose-bushes in bloom,
'The house was very tastefully furnished, and the
servants, who were left in charge of the place, as
the family had removed into town, were very at-
tentive to us. T truly felt that this night’s delight-
fnd rest fully compensated for the previous discom-
fort and wretchedness of the onc passed at Fucu-
tativa. L

K



110 BOGOTA.

The next morning I went into the city, and had
an interview with the American minister, Gen-
cral M‘Aflee, who introduced me to several gen-
tlemen, hoth foreigners and citizens.  Scior Ray-
mundo Santa Maria received me very kindly,
and made the warmest prolestations of his readi-
ness to allord me his serviees in any way I might
require in starting my establishment i Bogotds
and he tmmnediately despatehed one of his clerks
to make strict inquirics after a house for me.
General MAffee also left the scrviees of his son
at my disposal. It was a week, however, belore
I obtained a house, and cven then it was with
the greatest difficulty. 1 found that it was very
spacious, and in cvery vespeet well adapted for
my use. 1 paid at the rate ol two ounces (or
thirty-two dollars) per month. Tt was two slorics
high, had about twenly rooms, and the great conve-
pience of a rumning fountain of excellent water,
and a simall garden; a few cracks in the walls
showed that it had withstood the shock of enc
carthquake, at lbast, and by their solidity and mate-
rials they seemed to Justify the opinion that it would
still bear up agninst one or two more.  Its sitnation
was very pleasant, being in the “ Calle de los 1'a-
lacios,” and on the rising ground, a great object
here, as the proximily to the mountams, where
“water gushes down through the town in all diree-
tions, renders the thick mod walls of the dwellings
. more or less damp continnally ; and, for this rea-
son, the best dwelling-houses are those of two sto-
ries high, where the inmates make use of the lower
parts only for stables or storchouses.

" All this while T heard not a word of my goods
on the river; aml Santa Maria told me that,il I re-
ceived them in a month’s time, I might be thankful,
Andnow T began to be fearful I had done wrong in
not bringing the whole of my goods along wilh me.

=
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I kept the people in the house with me, as each
two could have a comfortable room to themselves,
I had a brick chimney of twenty feet built for the
factory, which took a whole weck in building! 1
hired a woman cook and another female to assist
ber, and got on very well in that respect. The
whole of the sceond floor of the house was bricked,
over which we spread the estornor matting of the
country. Jn nearly two months from this date, in
the month of May, I received almost all my goods
m'very excellent condition,

Having opened a store in the Calle Real, I had
the happiness to find that my manufactures were
well liked ; and, indeed, but a fair rate of consump-
tion in the Bogotd market is necessary to realize,
and even exceed, onc’s wishes and expeclations
but this does away with the otherwise large prolits
often made here. -

CHAPTER TV.

Singelar Situation of the Cily. —Architectura.—Museum.—Thea-
tre.—Tradcs and Occupations.—Mode ol Conducting Business.
—Marlkets.—Domestic Arrangements.—Dress.—Modes of Con-
veyance.~—Mines.—Schoals.

Tur very first question which 1 believe every
traveller must ask hunsell, when once quietly settled
down in the city of Bogota, is, “ What could have
induced the Spanish government to select so singu-
lar and unfavourable a site for the capital of a great
province, when the most clonded 11ndcrsmndinﬁ
would have pitched upon that of Honda, the hea
of navigation 7 "T'wenty-four leagues of the worst
travelling in the universe might have been thus

Ay
1
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avoided : why? the indirect taxation for the con-
veyance of goods up to this time might have afford-
ed a sum sufhcient to build a city of palaces twice
“the size of the present mud-walled towin of Bogota.
The impregnability of the monntain-passes, in the
old policy of shutting out all intercourse with stran-
gers, might havo been the rcason on ihe part of gov-
croment for buldding the capual where 1toas; but
certainly the wisdomm of any other nation would
have deemed the strongly-forified 1owns of Gartha-
gena and Santa Marta, joined to tho vatural de-
fence, nay, almost insuperable barrier which the as-
cenl up the river Magdalena presents to an army,
particularly of Tiuropean soldiers, as alfordimg s‘uf-
ficient justification in choosing the fine site on which
the decayed city of failen Honda now stands. Or,
even had they preferred Guaduas, that sweet and
sunny valley, methinks two thousand brave and
hardy veterans, stanch patriots al heart, might
have kept out the horde of a second Xerxes, and
have baffled all their altempls to reach the proud
sumnmit of the mighty Swrjento.  Anywhere would
have been better than where it now 1s, backed up
against these peaks of the Andes, aronnd which
gather everlasting mists and clouds, which enshroud
the city for nearly three quarters of the year. As
the town lies on a descent from the base of these
hills, which are {ull of never-failing springs of water,
the whole ground scems to be saturated by them,
rendering il extremely unwholesome and dangerous
to sleep on a first floor. _

The city of Bogotd may contain at present about
thirty thousand souls ; indeed, I should say less, for
I ook some pains to arrive at a close estimale of a
portion at least; although the length is over an
English mile, and the breadth about one half, yet the
majority of the houses are only one story high, and
consist of but three or four reoms at most, while
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many of the two-story houses have but few inhab.
itants. Several of the larger and better class of
buildings, which fill up large spaces, do not, per-
}1?;15, contain each more than eight or ten ihmates.
Fhen, too, the fact of the churches and convents,
alt ‘ol them wnearly occupying a square, fully ac-
counis for the population being so thin in compari-
son wilh the extent of snrface covored.
. As concerns the urchitectural beauty of the place,
if one excepts the Cathedral, and, perhaps, the
Church of San Francisco, there is but little worth
noticing.,  Stll the traveiler will be often strhck
with the beauty and symmetry of the interior of
buildings (especially of churches), when the exte-
1ot would by no means warrant such an expectation.
‘The walls of the houses are cammonly composed
of rammed earth, which becomes in a short time ver
hard, and, afiec being white or yellow washed, really
looks quitc smaoth and well finished. ‘These walls
are of great solidily, and present a strong resislance
to earthquakes. I have seen them rent to the width
of four inches, and yel remain unbroken, which is
probably the reason why so litile taste has been dis-
played by the old Spaniards in erecting their build-
ings, and also by those few of the present day who
might otherwise have raised more elegant strue-
tures. 'I'he roofs are covered with red tile, while
not one half of the prison-looking windows are
glazed, although the chilliness of the climate so ful-
ly demands it. The greater number of houses with
two stories have huge misshapen balconies which
overhang the street; and the eaves of many of the
houses extend sufficiently 1o protect the foot-pas-
senger from the rain; but it is not 1o be under-
stood that they do so 1o the degree described by an
honourable traveller, when he asserts that he could
walk about the city anywhere without the assisiance
of an umbrella! 'I'be total absence of chimneys has
Ke
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a very singular eflect. As a substitnte, each house
has a swmall raised brick aperture, lhrougll whiclt
the charcoal furhes and stewns from the kitchen es-
cape. 'Theentrance toa house is generally through
a passage paved with alternate rows of bones and
stone, which has two huge doors, the ouler one ap-
pearing like that of a citadel, n:_mdc of thick, heavy

lank, plentifully studded with immense nails; this
13 made 1o fold, and 1s seenred behind with a strong
beam and massy lock. The inner door can be
swung open at once, or entered by a wu;kct pl':l(‘,ed
in the centre. laden catlle are driven nnm.edmte-
ly into the lower conrtyard, where on each side are
arranged chambers for the storage of coal, &e. ; the
stable being also here.  This yard is paved, and
generally built square, !::wmg a cqnnccted gallery
running round, over which the roof complgtely pro-
jects. A broad stairway of stone or brck leads
from the inner door of entrance to this balcony,
from which a number of doors and windows com-
municate with the rooms beyond. But there is
very little to admire in the inlerior arrangerments
of even their first houses. _

A very few of the people begin now to copy after
the foreign residents among them, orrhave brought
home from abroad improved tastes.” The estera, or
straw mat inade in the country, is generally used for
carpets ; and instcad ol chairs for common use, they
hiave sofas of very shabby materials covered with
chints.  Such chairs as they have are for the most
part used when dining, and are of painted wood, with
brown leathern bottoms, and are rudely silvered and
adorned with bungling representations of Roman
cagles and the state arms. Yet these harbarous
items of household furniture cost from twenly-four
to thirty dollars the dozen. Looking-glasses are
much admired ; and the estimation in which they
are held appears from their covering the walls of
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every room wilh them, without the slightest regard
to uniformity in either size, style, or position. The
beds are indifferent, and are generally made of wool.
I never saw a single pound of feathers offered for
sale i the city.  Those who wish to have a fea-
ther-bed must procure the materials hy saving all
the picking of their own fowls, and by bespealking
the good offices of their neighbonrs.  The {loors of
the houses are mostly laid over with broad bricks,
which soon become uneven, and, but for the mats,
VCI‘}' l”'lp]cﬁs;lllt 143 \"‘H”( TIP()I].

T saw, tnmany of the bouses of the richer class,
small private chapels, very neatly fitted up, with an
altar, some good pictures, &e.  The kitchen is al-
ways near the dining-roomn, that the dishes may be
served up as warm as possible, more especinily the
great national drink of chocolate.  For a real Bogo-
tano, this can never be too hot: and so mnch does
he estcem this quality, that on tho degree of heat
which his choeolate imay possess, and tho ralish
he may have for it, will greatly depend the tone
of his feclings and the disposition of his temper
throughout the day. My friend G told me
of an old gentleman in the Calle Real who inva-
riably attends in person to the preparation of this
dish, his choice refreshment and favourite beverage.
A Tlittle boy blows the (ire all the while, and, when
the chocolate is properly done, he has it poured into
a silver vessel, that it may retain all the heat possi-
ble.  When he has taken a few sips, his cup 18
again placed npon the fire for a minute or two, while
he directs the boy, *sopla muchachito, un pociio
mas” (blow, little boy, a very little more) ; and then
taking it up, exclaims, as he again sips the burning
liquid, ail the while tears conrsing down his cheek
for very agony, “bien! ya esta tibiocito” (ah ! now
it 1s a little hot). ‘Theirkitchens have no fircplaces,
but a row of small ovens or furnaces set in the
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mason-work, with circular openings at the top, into
which the red earthen pots used for cacking are
placed, maiat ones being scarcely known.  Char-
coal is the fiel in general use, and Is very cos}]y,
owing to the great scarcity of material o the tm-
mediale neighbourhood of the city. Vet they might
casily adapt their furnaces to the hatning of authea-
cite coal, of which there 1s an abundant supply, at a
very low price, and of excellent quality. The great-
st convenience that these houses can boast of 1s the
fire supply of water, most of them being Mmrnisied
with one or wore pipes, which lead into a large res-
ervoir of hewn stone. In the rainy scason 1t 1s
necessary to filter it, or cateh a fresl supply for the
uses of the dry before a shower, alter whicl the
whole assumes a deep clayey colour; but in iwo
Lours after the rain, however heavy, it agan be-
comes quile transparent.  In spite of the greatest
care and regard to cleantiness on the part of the
housckeeper, every room swarms with fleas. The
moment one takes a seat, these liltle gentry com-
mence their skipping perambulations about the per-
son, templing ohe atost to hid dellance to the rules
of good breeding, and to give vent to the .smm.hered
imprecations which cannot but be excited under
the exquisite torture onc is conslantly undergoing !
while the rcal Bogotano (how provoking !} can calm-
ly repose under it all as cool as a cicumber, and
immoveable in every jomt and muscle! Ah! no-
thing like habit!
The streets of Bogotd are quite narrow, though
aved and tolerably regular,  The great waht of
sidewalks is a sad inconvenicnce, however ; these
being only found in the Calle Real, and in a small
art of San Juan de Dios. Neither is the city
lr':gi'lted, exeept in the business quarter of the Calle
Real ; and for this light, and the charge of proper
watchmen to guard the shops and warcrooms; eac
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merchant and shopkeeper pays a yearly tax of
tiwelve dollars,  Persuns walking with ladies, or
with their familics to aod from their respective
homes, are accustomed to have, if the night be
dark, a servant in attendance, who carries a lantern
to guide them on their way, not to ward off an at-
taclk; for, during the whole term of my residence in
Bogotd, | never knew or heard of a single night as-
sault upon any individual, and only one instance of
shoplifting. It is only during popular commotions
that there is any danger to be apprehended. 1 have
myself been out at night quite alone to a very late
hour, and never met with harm or insult s but the
very stillness of the grave seemed to rest upon the
city 3 so much so, that 1 bave often felt as if a mod-
erate row night not be so bad a thing, after all,

The Palace, so calied, is a shabby affair, and has
nothing in particular to distinguish it from many
other huildings aronnd.  "The Jower apartments
facing the street were once let out as shops; now,
however, they are with inore propricty shut up.
‘T'he house is situnted ona corner facing the chureh
ol San Carlos, and in the immediate neighbourhood
of the Cathedral and great square. The present
occupant, Santander, has it well furnished in the
European style. A small gilded balcony is shown
at the extreme end of the bhuilding, faucing the
“ Calle de los Palacios,” as that from which Bolivar
made his escape in disguise, and gained the coast
only to die in neglect and poverty !

The Cathedral is on the cast side of the * Plaza
Mayor,” and is built entirely of a dark cream-col-
oured slone, with which the mountains in the neigh-
bourhood abound. The front has two hundred
feet, is raiscd upon a terrace of the same ma-
terial in width about thirty feet, and is ascended
from the street by steps which ran the whole length
both of the front and sides. This terrace is the
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romenade for men of business, or for look-

usua’ p nd is called the « Altez-

\ a
ers-out on market days, an .
ano.” Three wide doors i front and one on the

side (cach twenty fect highr)w give admls.m_oP 1.(iitv|;1r3£
interior of the Cathedral.  The altar '1'\(3001;0? gjor
from a massive dome in the roof,  The ¢ csl%nthe
the whole is wery chaste, and lms_nothmg ]o fhe
tinsclicd work about it «o prevalent in Qt.hm‘ c.l e !
os. There were here a few gond S(‘J'lp[l.l]f}; p’l]l:ﬁ:
ings, but by whom excputcd 1 could n-oil cto;sils
nitely informed. The jewels and sacm] ute oils
of the churcli are of the most rich anc ;pr:ss
kind. 1 observed in the hands of the arclibis mip ':
silver crook, beautilully wro'ught, a.bou.t sc'v:nn ecI.
in length, nnd at least five inches in dmrm.!]e:".(rm
saw also a donble cross of about the same eig E
the rod being smallerand square, and of the pures
gogjfl}er articles likewise atfracied my unollc:]e,
which will be described hercafter. 1 hg wllm e
floor of the church is paved with brick, :md(;ucle
are no seats. 'I'he women generally kocel c]>w‘n
in the middle aisle, while the men range lllClY;SC vc,ls
in a standing position on either side, engager Tm]c&
oftener in passing rude remarks on nbtjf:cls' all 011?
them than upon their religious cxercises ; tlm' e-
males, however, are vb(i%-y devcln;]t) and regular in
' wdance on public worship. .
thf}l&rl(?rfgmeilher sidcpof the church are sgcccsswcF
niches, each containing an altar and the 131?1‘5{0 0
some paiticular saint; all of which have }l.chﬂt
days devoled to them, and different wors ulppers
appear at their respective shrines. 'The co ixmlns
are of the Tonic order, and comport well with tlle
style of the building. On each mdp,‘ and near l]g
reat altar, two small pulpits, admirably (]esrgn(_:l
and richly gilded, arc appended to two qf Lhe pil-
lars, like two swallow’s nests on a wall.  "They are
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really gems in their way! Thé cholr is situated
i the very centre of the church, and hag quite an
awlward appearance upon first entering from the
front, besides destroying what might otherwise be
a very fine view of the high altar, whick loses much
by coming apon it too abruptly. However, when
one has gained the space beyond the choir, on look-
ing back, the cffect is good ; as, by its being raised
a few steps, the spacious interior, which s most
tastefully designed and highly finished, is fully dis-
closed.  There are two 1;.1115:;1113, but the im‘ges[ was
totally out of repair, At (e time of my depairture,
Ueft Bishop, my former guide, engaged in putting
it in order,  The performances of this choir are
wretchedly bad 5 such nusal twanging and congre-
gated discord as was here exhibited detract much
from the otherwise imposing serviees of the chureh,

The two side-aisles lead past the great altar to
the rich aud abundantly supplied wardrobe, and the
repasitory of sacred tnages; also to the apart-
meats of the attending priests, where there is, be-
sides a small chapel, or sanctum sanctorum.

‘U'he chureh has two very neat steeples, one on
cach side on the front; these two, and that of the
Chureh of St. Francisco, are the only ones deserv-
ing the namce in Bogot4.,  All the others are nothing
more than little mean towers or simple walls, in
which arc suspended the cracked bells that inces-
santly assail the car from morning to night; and,
as the church walls are quite low, these unharmo-
nious sounds jar through the head of the passer by,
producing feclings similar to those which the hero
of the story in Blackwood, entitled “ the Man and
the Bell,” is said to have experienced.  The appa-
rent end and aim of all this bell-ringing in Bogota
scemed to be for the purpose of trying who should
pull the strongest and fastest! They neither toll
nor swing the bells, bat jerk the tongucs of as
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¢ in the belfry with ail their strength,
to a fandango sort of tune, sometimes preluding the
measure afler the mapner of a drom-call.  The
people can always tell what scrvice is to be per-
formed in the churches by the vaviations in this
medley, and by the size of the bell rung, there be-
ing gencrally three to cach ehurch, and of different
sizes,  The elevation of the Host in any of the
churches is anpounced to the whole city by a pe-
culiar short and quick mavement, fotlowed by ono

the largest bell, when all heads are
discontinue

many as ar

single stroke on
wncovered, and when all the pious
their conversation, walking, or any other engage-
which they may bave been accupicd at

ment i

the time. "Che close of the sacrament is again an-

nouncad by another quick movement of the belis,
When

and cverything then gocs oh s hefore.
convents are attached to the churches, the monks
are their own bellringers, 1t is highly disagreca-
ble to live in the immediate neighbourheod of a
chureh, ou account of his never-ceasing atd dis-
agreeable Lell-ringing.

Royal Chapel—In the same building, or, rather,
in what may be termed a wing or addition to the
Cathedral, is what was fortmerly the chapel of the
Viceroy of Spain. It was closed during my rest-

dence in Bogotd on account of undergoing some
has a large door in front, of

repairs.  This also :
similar dimensions with those of the Cathedral itself,

opeping on the great platforin or Altezano.
Postoflice and Custom-house.—Directly adjoining

the Royul Chapel is the Postotlice, and other offices

connected with that department and the Customs.
It is a plain, substaotial building of two stories, with
a colonnade of stone ia frant, over which is a good
balcony, commanding a fine view of the market, as
woll as of the various religious processions on the

holvdays.
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T}
] qingcrz;(t;:fcgfﬁposta%e areball settled by weight ;
s - om the seaboard to B ,
& sngo letter fror ogotd cost
fregnlyAﬁvc cents ; pamphlets and ncw'spgapers ar:
free. -ts?t of boxes are provided for the mer-
chants at the rate of four dollars per annum. Let-
tex Slre %e.nr];m”y delivercd through a window from
the c:fl?oé eut the p(llace for the delivery of par-
. *d encomicndas, which i i
e ene ) W pay a mail freight
b”i?:j]iendollaﬁpar pound, is in a different part ofﬁle
buiid rgi t ID country can possibly possess a bet-
i th(‘éu ated post than that of New-Grenada, nor
5 Jf,are any phu.:c where fewer aceidents oceur
o perﬁon ‘WISfl(}S to send a hundred doubloons
o hsca oard, he must place them in one of the
e | ags of the country, called mochilas; and
ater | ::_aeltjeller mI the OI'?‘}C(‘, counts the mono.;r, the
ag Ip and numbered 5 the tell '
Dag i ' ed 5 the teller then hands
311:(1 ;Lt{i:r(rlnal receipt for the amount, in which is
orde;- .[ e{ the kind of coin received, and to whose
ey 0”.)0 delivered at its place of destination
I)l‘CSlell[c;L?;ptt illc sc{?ds 1o his correspondent who
s it at the office there and recei s
ey, the government being ¢ e o o
sy gove 2ing responsible for its de-
: s mode of the “ eneomi "
/ endas” is oft
a great advantage to th i o
: ag e man of business, as n
E;orisli(l,an %)s_mtly reach bim in so short a time acs)
ail. s Leing the case, I ha
g ) ve often
:t;]nilll parcels, L]'.ontmmng a lew pounds’ weiglff(g
e new style of shawls, Ia |
( , laces, gloves, &
rmuch demand in mark i s way
arket, forwarded in thi
very conveniently, I ratl ; {the mail &
Ty conve . ather think that the mail {s
o the number of pounds’ weight i
: unds’ weight in t}
gross it can carry I v
gros: ry, but to what extent I am igno-
, aC}m?*ch and Convent of San Francisco.—This
bmt;:ei}r]nmgndse coneern, althnugh, at present, the
ood Go not muster man ' i
) any members. Theit
dress consists of a coarse gray cloak reaching down

L)
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to the fect, and a broad-brimmed felt hat, with the
crown low and round, the brim being worn quite flat.
Several of the members are: vonng, strong-looking
men, with the freshness of an English complexion.
The chureh faces the Calle Real, aud has a finc
steeple and belis of good tone. “L'lie convent walls
stretch far back, to the distance of about six hun-
dred feet on the banks of the River San Francisco,
over which a stone bridge of a single archis thrown,
and continues the Calle Real.  This may be iermed
the filthiest part of the city.  Such odours as pre-
vail here cannot surcly be meant in compliment
to that more wholesome odour of sanctity whicl
it is the peculiar privilege el all the true followers
of the blessed St I'rancis to possess.

One is apt Lo think mcanly of this convent, as
well as of all the others hiere, from their dull, plain
exterior, where the ¢ye rests but on a long dead
wall, scarcely ever relieved by a single door or
window. But on gaining the neat-paved court
within, round which ranges it double gallery, arched
and supported by numerous plain stone pillars, the
whole whitewashed, and presenting a greal ap-
pearance of aptitude for the purposes intended, the
stranger will sce much to attract his notice. I have
ever found the different fraternities very obliging
and attchtive in showing their convents, and with

“ suavity of manner returning satisfactory answers
to the thousand and one questions continually thrust
upon them.  These galleries are lined with a sct of
the most wretched oil paintings, showing forth the
history of St. Francis; but, excepting the little light
they thirow on this subject. they are not worth more
than a cursory glance, The dilferent aparlments
of the priests lead off from the upper gallery. A
fecling of loneliness must, [ think, stcal over these
few solitary tenants of a mansion capable of con-
taining at least onc hundred times their present

i

I
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number, especially when we recur to its by-gone
days of splendour, before more liberal principles
sprang up, and ere the public feeling, now grown
more engrossed with the selfish and common con-
cerns ol life, caused the thick veil which once
shrouded the pretended sanctity and dark super-
stitons of her altars in part to drop away, leaving
nothing of all its wonted pageant but just enough
1o point out her history, and cause mankind to bless
the happy dawn of simple purity which threatens
soou to nsurp its place |

In the centre of the court is a fountain of very
clamsy design, and in the chureh there are many
pamlings, but none worthy of notice.  They are
mostly in gilded frames, and the largest are placed -
behind the altar, one above another, veaching up
to the roof.  The organ is & much finer one than
that in the Cathedrals and here, ton, separale altarg
occupy cither side, while everviling s exlrava-
gafitly bedavbed with tinsel-work and gilding,

I'he Church and Convent of San Domingo
standing in the very centre of the Calle Real, and’
extending as far back as St. Juan de Dios, is by far
the best Jocated and wealthiest in the city. The
brotherhood arc as merry and good-looking a set
of fellows as one would wish to look aupon.. Their
dress is whitc under black, the black surplice hav-
ing a cowl atlached, which iz frequently worn
tucked up bebind under the hat, so as to shelter the
neck ; and they wear a broud-brimmed black hat
looped up at the sides, the brim of which being full
nine inches wide, makes the wearer look frightful
enough.  This hat is of ltaliaa origin.

The front of the chureh recedes a litde from the

" street, and is plain in the extreme.  Bat the whols

building “includes a square in the most populous
and’ business part of the city, and consists of two
stories, the lower being rented out as shops for mer«
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chandise, the proceeds from which form the reve-
nue of the order. 'T'he second comprises the apart-
menis of the monks. The whole square, enclosing a
spacious paved court, is surrounded by galleries like
those of San Franciseo, but with this advantage,
that the rooms have windows looking outward as
well as to the court, where tlre lazy Urotherhood
can at times enjoy what is passing in the street.
‘I'be prior of this order, hearing that I was engag -d
in buying up a few paintings of the celchrated Vas-
quez, their townsiman, sent e an invitation Lo visit
his convent and to ook at some in hLis possession.
I accordingly went, and was received most graclous-
ly, and was conducted by him to his own private
study, a small apartment fronting the Calle Real,
and very tastefully fitted np, with no pretension what-
ever Lo luxary in its arrangements,  He offered me
strawberries and cream, which T declined. [ suc-
ceeded in oblaining a “IHoly Tamily” by Vasquez
at a low price. A * Virgin and Child,” full length,
by one Figaro, who was Vasquez’s master, is con-
ridered a fine production. It was in a room direct-
ly communicating with that of the prior.  But, as I
have before said, this order being rich, they cannot
he induced to part with a fine pamting, even at dou-
ble its real value; and I suppose the onc 1 pur-
chased was the private property of the prior, In
the “sacristy” or chapel of the church are some
beautiful works, one of which, “ Christ upon the
Cross,” is truly divine; T could not learn who was
the author, but only thnt it came from I[taly, ‘The
{;rcnf.est gem here, however, 1s a head of the Virgin
)y Vasquez, for which they have been offered at
different times from one to two thousand dollars,
being a production of which one is never weary of
contemplating, It hangs at the base of a little altar
to the right of the great one. A friend of mine, a
French gentleman, had offered three hundred dol-

2
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lats for a small altar-piece, but conld not obtain it.
In the chapter-room are a number of paiitings,
among which is the history of the creation, 'a’]so%
Vasquez, and of considerable merit. © This roomn is
of an oblong form, having heavy, antiqie-looking
arm-chairs set in the walls on each side, and at the
upper end two figures in the habit of the order, with
their heads coneealed by a black cloth.  There is
likewise a small organ here. The puniberof doors
and entrances is very great, while a stranger might
soon lose himself without a guide. Indeed, it is
the very samie with the conveats as the private
houses in Bogold, where every room on a floor
communicates with each other; so thatif an enemy
shounld enter and neglect the precantion of stationing
a sentry at the onter door, he conld never suceceed
in sechving his intended vietim, single handed, in
such a labyrinth of apartinents.

Although we have now nearly reached the middle
of the nincteenmh eentury, and this governtent pro-
fesses republican principles, yet whea I ealled to
mind that this very order of the Dominicans were the
first to introduce the accursed Inguisilion inlo this
country when formerly a Spanish provinee, and
when I experienced the sepulchral gloom and awe
which was around e amid these dark and winding
passages, I must confess I breathed ‘more frecly
when once again beyond these sacred precincts not
that there could be anght to fear from a dozén shaven
heads, now that the power which once whetted and
envenomed their stings is, it is devoutly to be huped,
plucked from them for ever; but T liked mut to loi-
ter where, ere now, some cowled tyrant wrealed the
fury of his petty and malignant passions on soine
poor fetlow-worm, who was perchance turued aver
to the tender mercies of the Dominicans by those
who should have been his protectors, and not coad~
jutors with his murderers.

L2
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San Juan de Dios (St. John of God) has a con-
vent attached, the monks having, besides, charge of
the city hospital, which is also within the walls.
There i1s nothing of tote ahout i1, savo that the or-
der have been long Jooked upon with much suspicion
touching tho genuineness of their republican princi-
ples, while the manrner 1o which they have laverly
regulated the affairs of the hospital has been highly
censured.  About the time of my leaving the cny
a report was circulaled that one of them having
suddenly died, leaving their number incomplete, the
government had broken their charter; how true this
rumour was I could not find out.*  An Englishman,
who kept a shop of all sorts of knickkoacks in the
Calle of Jnan de Dios, had (allen sick, and, as his
recovery had left him a lule deranged, his friends
thought proper to send him 1o this hospital, whither
1 went, by request, to see him, in company with an
English friend. A dirty, unwashed young monk
ushered us into the room in which was the lunatic.
It was a very neat one, opening from the second gal-
lery, the floor of which was mauled, and furnjshed
with a low truckle bedstead. Among the daubs
of paintings I observed onc which struck yoe at the
time, the subject being a friar, and a poor, wrelch-
ed-looking object of a man, described as a noted
heretic, and his sable Inghness King Beelzebub : the
scene Leing in the country ; a cord, thrown over the
lower branch of a tree, was noosed at one end, with
the poor herctic's neck enclosed, while the friar was
represented holding fast by the other, just drawing
it tight enongh to prevent it slipping, having in one
hand the crucifix, which he held siraight up in the
face of the miserable man, seemingly urging him to
recant his errors: the poor wreteh, bewildered on
the one side by the fierce looks and unpleasant jerk-

* The order is broken up.
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ings of the rope given by tho ghoslly father, and on
the other by the grinning, plausible counteradmo-
nitions of his arch adviser, who seemed whisptring
his hellish jargon into his ear, appeared to be ag
completely at a stand as to which he should follow
as was ever the poor monse in Hood’s rich carica-
ture of “ How happy could I be with cither,” where
the mouse, poor thing, looks first at the greedy dog
on the one hand, and then at the hungry cat on the
other. TIow ihe contest terminated tho histor

sayeth not, nor was the dirty monk of St. Juan de
Dios able to informa me.  Around the galleries there
also hang representations of the history of the saint’s
life; and they are well ealculated, one would sup-
pose, to bring down his vengeance upon the perpe-
trators of such uwseewly daubs.  Here you have
him distributing bread to the famished puor of a
city in Spain; while one of the heavenly host is
pictured on horseback, with two well-stuffed wallets,
containing simall volls, tokeep up the saint’s supply of
food. In another, a like personage is seen present-
ing him with money to give to the poor.  Attached
to the hospital is a very extensive drug-store, which
epens on the street of San Juan de Dios, Of the
church itself there is nothing worthy of note, save
the miraculous image of Qur Lady of Guadaloupe,
to be hereafier described,

San Augustine, with a dozen others, are but com-
monplace affairs.

The Church and untenanted Convent of the Ca-
puchins stands low down 1owards the plain or foot
of the city, at the entrance to the alameda or public
walle, It has a fine green court in front, enelosed
by a low wall; and the ruined gardens and courts
ocehpy much space, This order was suppressed,
n the early carcer of Lhe republican party, for their
stanch adherence to the royal cause.

Immense stonce reservoirs for hot and cold baths,
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with extensive kitchen-ranges, show the worthy
Capuchins to bave been in no way carcless n'f_lhg
good things of this fower sphere. Mauny indiflerent
paintings, represenfing passages In the life of the
anint and other suljeets, arc allowed to hang rotting
on the walls. Onc or two of the latter I should
have liked to purchase, bat could gain no clew to
whom I should apply, learning only that the place
a roperty of government,
Wll';lq‘(ihl(lzlglc}‘t, as yrmbenlcr the hafl which leads to
the conveat apartments, is a snall square room,
with large latticed doors. A sall, ey altar,
having the device of a lash and rods, points out its
use to be that appropriated to the severer inodes
of Catbolic penance, and hither her more plous vo-
taries still corme. T saw a bed about to be carried
into this room for a penitent who was 1o pass the
night here.  These miserable beings always come
with their persons carefully concealed beneath a
black gown, which envelops them wholly from
head to foot save two apertures which are left
for the purposes of vision, the dresses being ex-
actly the same as those worn in public processions.
The common people still venerate the place, and
1 have observed even many of the more intelligent
pause in passing belove the iron cross, which 1s
erccied on a stone pedestal on the green in front,
and devontly cross themselves as they muitered
e silent prayver. -
SO[’?‘hc Uf.'u?'ch.‘ and Convent Of_Sﬂ-n pr.cgo (St:_
James) es at the extieme end of the Calle Real,
towards Zipaquicrn, and is only worth mentioning
on account of the great filthiness of the lratermty.
The very newest hat and cloak in their posses-
sion must at least have served a third gencration;
while they are sn conted with filih and grease, that
the original colour of the materials is left entirely
to vague conjecture, although black is said to have
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been that of the habit worn by their patron and
founder.

The Church and Nunnery of Santa Clara is situs
ated in the strect of the same name, near the Plazd
Mayor. It contains abont sixty nuns, us I was told
by my atientive fricnd Colonel Joachim Acosia,
and is said to be well condncted.  [Iis inmates are
comfortably provided for, each nun having her
own liltle furnished apartment; not a cell, but a
room ina neat and smiall cottage-built house within
the ligh enclosures.  On my visit to the Obscrva.
tory 1 had a bird'scye view of these enclosures
from the top of the terrace, but could not obtain a
peep at any of the fair sisters, sceing only a few 6of
the women who are employed as servants, How-
ever, upon another occasion [ was more success-
fuls for I bad a short peep at the lady abbess and
two or three of the sisters. It was on Christmag
Eve; and happening to pass with a friend the
church deor, we obscrved a man issue forth with
a silver censer to obtain fire for the burning of the
incense (as we presumed) | In passing out ho loft
the door partially open, while the choir were drawl-
ing out some chant in a very low, tremaloos tone,
when we were tempted by cuariosity to look in
and scc what was going on. There was not a liv-
ing being in the nisles; but, on easting our eye up-
ward in the direction of a close grating running
the whole length of the gable of the chureh, 4nd fa-
cing the altar, we could distinctly perceive n num.-
ber of Jights borne by nuns, who were clothed in
white garments ; but the features of only two were
at all visible,

The lady abbess was one of these.  She held in
her hand a massive silver crook, and kept slowly
swinging her body to and fre, har pale iips moving
all the while in prayer; her full black eyes so in-
tently bent upon what must have been the sérvices
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of the great altar below, that their lids were per-
fectly immoveable. It now appeared that the ser-
vice which was performing was set apart for them,
thus explaining why there were no other worship-
ers.  The two faces we saw besides that of the
ady abbess were those of women well {1dvanccd in
years, whose appenrance tended to dispel all the
romance connccied with the idea of captivating
roguish little nunnites.  We were now interrupted
in our stolen survey by the retarn of the man with
the censer, who put an end to the whole by uncer-
emoniously closing the door in our faces, and sec-
onding this action by no very pleasant expression
of countanance,

T'he sum vequired for admittance here as a nun
is five thousand dollars; and formerly, upon the
demise of one of the members, the whole of her
property fcll to the ot of Lhe convent. Bat the
present administration have done away with this
vyage, and l{lc properly now reverls, as in juslice
it ought, to the {riends of the deceased, "This, it s
thought, will have a tendency to prevent much of
the intrirue formerly used 1o tnduce wealthy per-
sons to join the order, as thic bare cntrance-moncy
alone would be but a small object.

There are two more Nunneries in Bogotd, but
they have very few mewnbers.  * [ won't be anun”
appears in be rather gaining ground among the
wiser Bogotanas of 1837,

"There are several otber churches and convents,
a description of many of which would not differ
much from those already mentioned, some of them
being very miscrable aflairs.  The convents of Iil
Carmen and the Ilouse of Education have each a
few inmates, but these iustitutions are fast declining
in Bogotd, there being merely old stock on hand,
scarcelv an addition being now made in the course
of 2 whole twelvemonth,
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'The Idospicio now gives employment to all such
aged and mfirm beings as used to frequent thg
strecets in the most abject condition, to the con-
stant annoyance of passengers. Here they are
excellently fed and clothed, and are employed in
weaving and spinning the cotton and woollen fab-
rics of the country, I found the greatest degree
of cleanliness and discipline prevailing nmong them.
Some of their fabrics, such as towelling and ruanas,
etther of sillk, wool, or eotion, fur exceeded any-
thing of the kind as generally found in the markets
here.

The National Museum econsists of two small
roomws, and is open for inspection anly on the first
Sunday of cvery month.  The superintendent is
Coloncl Joachim Acosta, whose politeness and ex-
treme attention to visiters is deserving of the great-
est praisc. Ouce of the two rooms is sct apart wholly
as the repository of foreign and native minerals,
fossils, granites, precious stoues, &e., and is well
worth an hout’s minute attention, especially as
30,000 francs were paid for a collection of stones
and mincrals from Germany aloue.  Among these
are some vire specimens of petrifactions in pebbles,

The native specimens are very fine 3 and among
them is a rich vein of the emerald, with its rocky
bed, from the Mousa mines ; jet from the Rio Vii-
leta, as fine, I think, as any from Europe; gold,
silver, copper, lead, and iron ores of the richest
kinds, and contained in various coloured rock;
sulphur, salt, autimony, &e. ; amethyst, topaz, ear-
nchian, pearl, pebble, and a stone like the Seottish
cairngorum, called here gallinasa, &ec., &c., all
found in the provinces of New-Grenada, and tn-
surpassed by anything of the kind I ever saw.
They are all very neatly arranged in glass cases,
but the want of a catalogue is a great dosideralum
for the study and enjoyment of the collection. 1
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gaw here, also, a metcoric stone of many pounds’
weight, which fell ncar Bogota. ‘

"T'he second room is sct apart for speciwiens of the
animal kingdom, relics,&c.  But it will be scarce-
ly credited when 1 say that, in a country like this,
rich above all others in the countless varietly of an-
imal life, they possess barcly onc handred well-pre-
served insccts, and not a single dozen of lh(:' thou-
sands of the bird kind, that, clad in 11‘10 i}l'lgf]lest
plumage of the rainbow tint, fill the skics in cvery
section of the country. 1 was informed by Colo-
ncl Acosta that « this was owing to their not being
able to obtain persons capabie of preserving the
specimens ; and that they had cven offered three
dollars far every sample of the kind.”  Nonsensc |
Why not walke hall such an offer fo any city
of Christian Burope or the United States, and 1
will engage, providing the moncy be paid as fast
as the specimens are delivered, that there wo(}ld
scarcaly remain a suflicient nomber of the species
to serve the purposes of procreation at the end of
the first twelvemontl, 1Merc also is the identical
banner of the great congueror of Peru; itis worked
with silver thread, and is now in a very decayed
condition ; also a portrait of Christopher Cotumbus,
from Spain, said to be an cxcclient oney and an
original letter of his, in his own handwriting.
Likewisc a mantle warn by the last unfortunate
Quecen of Peru; heavy keys of gold and silver,
which belonged to the eastles und gates of gart}]a-
gena in the time of the Spaniards ; a I‘It_:mlsh

ainting of “ dead game, and a servant bearing a
asket of fruit,” an cxccllent thing ; a very pretty
model in brass ol a steamboat, which seemed_to
engross almwost exclusively the attention of pative
vistters. It was i full aperation, and closely at-
tended to by the colonel, who, f am certain, must
have been completely wearied out with answering
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the endless string of interrogatories put to him by
his gaping nuditors,

The Observatory is an octagonal tower sbout
sixty feet high, 1 should think, having but two
rooms besides the empty and dilapidated onc on the
ground fleor, where formerly a fine fountain emp-
tied Its waters info o Jarge basin of hewn stone, but
which is now entively dried up. T'wo fine Dol-
land telescopes, with other mstrumenis, were de-
stroyed, when the Patriots entered the city, by a
band of woolly Alfricans, who forcibly made their
way o the place, and broke out the glasses and
otherwise mutilated the fastruments, because they
Joaked upon them as machiues by means of which
their encinics, the Spaniards, warred against them,

The Lilrary consists of some fine volumes, prin-
cipatly in the Spanish and Prench languages, treat-
ing gencraily of the arts aud sciences. Among
them is a very ancient and rare work on Botany,
But the load of dust upon these fine works 1oo truly
tell in what bad repute reading is generally held in
this place; while the careless and slovenly manner
i which the rooms are kept augurs but poorly for
the cause of litcrature aud science in the eapital of
New-Grenada.

From the summit you have a fine view of the
surrounding houses and plains beyond the eity.
Herc the American minister and Colonel Acosta,
who accompanied me, fell into a stout argument
about politics, which showed the latler to ﬁc well
versed in those of the United States. The two
small rivers, San Angustine and San Francisco,
whicl, descending from the mountaing, ran down
through the city, however pure their streams or
delightful their banks without, become, on the in-
stant they enter the city proper, the common re-
ceptacles of all manner of filth, which is piled in
heaps on their banks, awaiting the first freshet to
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be carvied away. Nothing can be more lovely
than the River San Franciso before it enters these
precinets, most especially as it comes tumbling ﬂ?d
foaming down through the romantic passb of‘lle
Bocarron just above the eity.  Jlere may be secn
hundreds of washerwomen thumping and squeezing
their linen upon the broad, smooth stones, making
collar and wrist buttons rajn down like hail into
the strenm. The troops also wash their own
clothes heres how often in the year they perform
that scrvice, [ canwot teil ; but certainly not once
too often, if I may judge from theic appearance.
As the bed of the river is quite deep, and there is
no artificial wall to keep up the banks, they pre-
sent an gneven apd ruwnnus nppcal‘nnce .Uﬂ some
streels, where the foot-passenger has but just room
enough to edge nlong ; but these are buck streets,
whict are not much frequented.

The Lridges lcading across (hese sl.{r‘edlm‘?I mie
strongly built, of the same stone as the Cathe Iral;
and consist of one arch, quite plain and unadm,nf:d,
which adds nothing to the beauty of the place. The
smaller sticams, which run dowu from the fountain-
heads, and merely follow the mdcm.cd pavemenis in
the centre of the streets Ihrongh which they ﬂow,'arc
of immensc value to the citizens, s they emply inta
them every kind of filth and oflul; the poor rnlqke
their toilethy them, and perform theiv vavious ablu-
tions, one of whicl may be worth recerding on ac-
count of its oddity. ITewever filthy may be the
dress and persons of the poorer females, their care-
lessness docs not extend to their feet. Without the
use of shoes and stockings the season through, the
soles must, of course, generally become hardencd
and coarse; yet, strapge as it may secem, tl'xc fing
contour and symmetry of a Spanish foot is not
much destroycd even by this exposure, In order
to preserve the soles of her feel as soft and pli-
ant as possible, the pradent Bogotana seats her-
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sell quietly on the pavement by the side of the
said streamlet, and commences a most vigorous
application of the parts to some rough-topped
stone, which is continucd until the red circling
blood is seen to reflect through the tough surface,
When the people wish to get rid of a pile of sand,
brolen bricks, and the like, they await a heavy
freshet, when the rubbish is piled on the erlge of
the stream, and a man with « hoe keeps pushing
small portions at a time until the whole disappears ;
for not a wheelbarrow or bandcart of any sort is
to be seen here.

The lalls of the Congress are shabby affuirs,
consisting simply of two common rooms, siluated
in the strect of Santa Clara, over some low @ aguar-
diente” shops; the furniture being such as the
most plain and simple republican could find no
manner of fault with,  Four or five ill-painted fig-
ures, intended to represant T'ruth, Justice, and the
arms of the state, &e., are ranged along the walls,

The Theatre is to be considered next to the Ca-
thedral in point of apiitude, being of respectable
dimensions, and, with the exception of a want of
seats in the boxes, well fitted up. The price of
admission to the whole house is four reals, which
includes the pit and two tiers of boxes, being all
therc are; but, to secure a box or family seats, you
pay from three doflars fifty cents to four dollars fifty
cents a box, evenif only two seats be required ; and
then you are obliged to send your own chairs, and
remove them afier the performance.  Certainly a
most singular regulation!  There is but one en-
trance to the house for the audicnee, which has a re-
volving wooden barrier, such as is used at turnpike
gates.  lHere one soldier is stationed to preserve
order, and two others are on cach side of the outer
gate which leads into the court.  'The pit is Rtted
up with plain board benches, having backs altached,
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and n low tier of narrow boxes runs around it, the
entrance to which is, for one half; by the outer
lobby, and for the othar, from the pit itself. Two
more soldiers are placed al cach side of the stage
during the whole of the performance, as well as
the president’s box, while a lull company wait or-
ders in the courtyard without; but for what pur-
pose I never could divine, as a more orderly, quiet
audienee throughout I have never witnessed cither
in Engcland or the Siates.  The custom might have
had its origin during the unsetticd times of the rev-
olution, or when President Bolivar had rendered
himself obnoxious to a party here. DBut its contin-
uance in the present state of things is not very much
in nccordance with their republican fertures. The
lights are extremely deficient, consisting, ns they
do, of candles placed in a tin chandelier, which is
guspended from the centre, and others by the hoxes.
The orchestra, though small, periorm well, espe-
cially in minor pieces; their sclections being made
from the first composers.  Of the company aud the
picces pevlormed during my stay in Bowgatd, but
little can be said in their praise, with the single ex-
ception of the manager himself, who certainly pos-
sessed talents of the highest order, particularly in
comedy. Poor fellow! these talents, displayed
through the medimn of cither the Freoch, Ling-
Jish, or Italian Janguage, in their own proper coun-
tries, woulil have won for him both reputation
and opulence.  As it is, the company bavely ob-
tain a livelilmod, as the general attendance wili
admit but of two performances luring the week,
namely, Thursday and Sunday; and then they
can very rarcly repeat the same piece; no malter
how well it may have been received, or what ex-
penses may have been incurred in the getting of it
up, it is lost after its first represenltation ; wnd al-
though neither the dresses nor scenery are at all
passable, yet in Bogotd all this bearsa much highex
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rate than in the States, It is outright murder to
listen to some of their ranting in tragedy, but in
comedy they do better, the Spanish language being
admirably adapted for all picees wherein dry hu-
mour and repartee are found.  Applause or disap-
probation is very quictly, though seldom expressed ;
and there is not the hail of the loud whispering and
talking after the rise ol the curtain that is to be
heard in places which have pretensions to much
more relinement of taste nud clegance of munner
than the halC.hreeds of Bogota.  There is one great
comfort here for those occupying the rear scats,
namely, the total abscnee of anything like a bonnet
—the ladies dress their bair with a single rose, oft-
entimes [resh plucked from the tree—but this com-
fort is counterbalanced by the eonstant altendance
of those annoying little wretches, the fleas, which
at all times and in all places scrape one’s acquaints
ance uneeremoniously enough.,

Onc cvening, during the performance of a na-
tional drama called Paula (the name of the hieroine
of the picee, who was shot in the Plazn Mayor for
her correspondence with the Patriots), the President
Saotander’s name was repeatedly hrought forward
as one of the patriot generals. His cxcellency,
who was present, despatched an officer to stop it
this specics of barefaced aduluiion being a step be-
yond what his prodence would allow him to aceept,
Wilen any perlormance is finished, the troops form
in the court to escort the president to the palace in
the same manner as they accompany him from it,
This truly forms a feature in the repulilic not (o be
found in her Northern sister!

The Provincial Howuse, where are the different
offices atlached 1o the gubernatorial of Bogol4,
stands ta the Plaza Mayor, and is also a quartel
for the militia, who muster every Sunday for drill.
It is as plain and clumsy a building as can be well

Mz
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imagined, with not one well-furaished yoom in it ;
not even the audience chamber!

The Mint 1 dld not visit, as a friend told me it
would not repay the trouble.  The bnilding itself
s a heavy, compact one, and plain to an cxtreme.
A sentinel is stationed at the outer door.

The Prison for crinnnals faces the Plaza Mayor,
near to the Yostoflice and Catbedral. It is on the
ground floor, and has barvied windows, through
which the prisoncrs converse with their friends,
and continually vociferate the most brutal and in-
sulting language to the passers by, of which neither
their keepers nor the scntinels under their very
nose cver take the slightest natice.  The male eul-
prits go abont the city, with a strong guard at-
tending them, and perform various menial offices ;
sometimes labouring on public buildings, removing
rubbish, killing dogs, or any other work which 1t
is the duty of the government to soc performed,

The prison for the women is in anctlier building,
which is not exposed to the streel. The great
majority of delinquenices among them consists of
setly thefts, frauds vpon the revenue, or common
Lrawls. As the gavernment monopolizes the dis-
tilling of all kinds of liquors, there is an immense
number of illicit stills for making aguardiente {the
common rum of the country) constantly in opera-
tion in the capital. To discover these, a rain of
about twelve gallows-looking wrelches, with dra-
goon sabres and implements of search, daily and
nightly patrol the city, pouncing occasionally upon
the back premises of some poor Tndian woman, and
lugging away her whole distilling apparatus, owner
and ail. A small debt, also, is a thing not very
casily set aside, A man owes me five dollars,
which, after repeated duns, I find he determines
not to pay, or, at least, cares not o exert himself
about. [ apply during court hours to an alcalde,
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who draws out a summons in a couple of lines for
the debtor to appear at such an hour on such a day ;
frequeatly naming the same day of the application,
This summons 1 dcliver to the person myself; or
pay two reals to have it served upon him. The
case being heard and judgment obtained, the de-
linquent is marched straight 1o prison unless he pays
his debt on the spot, or finds a suflicient security, or
leaves any article in my possession which | may
consider an equivalent for the debt, and which I
may sell at the expiration of the term agreed on, if
not previonsly redeeined, while the balance goes
to the depositor.

To receive pledges as secority for debts con-
tracted with individuals is a custom sanclioned by
law, and much followed. A scrvant came to my
store onc day, and wished to take some samples to
his employcer’s house, one of the first men in the
city ; oflering e, as sccurity in the mean time, an
elegant diamond ring of al lcast two hundred dol-
lars value, which I refused, after ascertaining that
the servant was in truth what be pretended 10 be,

La Fabrica de Loza, or the potteried of my es-
teemed friends the Messrs. Peaks, of England, part-
ners of Sciior Nicolas Leyva, and some other cili-
zens of respectability, is so rapidly becoming one
of the f{irst cbjects of intcrest in the country as not
to be forgotten here. The works are situated just
skirting the upper part of the town, at the foot of
the steep Guadaloupe; they are very cxtensive,
and all enclosed by a fine wall,  TIiverything is on
the best Burepean inodel, and a systern of tact and
regularity is observable throughout the whole es-
tablishiment rarely to be met with in a country
where stupidity and intolerance in the working-
classes go hand in hand to defeat the best-laid pions
of the most skilful master. Nor can any one but
those in similar circumstances judge of the Her-
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culean labour of starting an establishment of this
nature, and of bringing it inlo anything like suc-
cessful operation In a country where the very first
principles of the art are in chaotic confusion.
T'rue, the land abounds in all the necessary materi-
als for such a business; but these must be brought
together:from a distance by the slow, insccure meth-
od of the natives, who, if told to gather such a cal-
oured carth, would be sure to go wrong the sceond
trip, and return with about two shovelfuls of an
upsuttable kind from over mouninins two days'
journey, and at the moderate charge of perbaps
twelve reals!  Mincrals and clays were to be
hunted out, upon which experiment after experi-
ment was to be tried before any certain results
conld be obitained ; and all this had to be done with
but four foreign workmen, who even themsclves
frequently threw matters back by their dissipation
and neglect,

The two brothers Peaks are most indcfatigable
men, and already they begin to reap a rich harvest,
The demand for their ware is such that it is gen-
crally sold while yet in an unfinished state. At
first it was but indifferent, through the causes |
have mentioncd above; but [ have seen latterly
specimens as fine as the Buglish ware.  They have
now imported a printing-press, and intend manu-
facturing the finest ware, as indecd they should do,
for finer feldspar and wateriad generally do not ex-
ist than in New-Grenada.

Fabrica de Cristales—glass faclory. This is a
fine, capacious building in the alameda, but sadly
mismanaged. The proprictors imporited a com-
pany of French workmen, who were the veriest set
ol blackguards imnginable, fighting from the mo-
menl they set foot on shore all the way up to Bo-
gotd, and even here they rclused to follow the in-
structions of the directors until the assistance of
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the police was called in. Its failure may be alirib-

‘uted partly to this, but more to the extravagant
“schemes and plans of the company themselves, who

arranged their mode of operations as if they were
in Paris itself, where, for the mere payment, any
amount of requisite material was o be had for their
manufacturing purposes. T'he company is now
enlirely broken up. '

There is a Paper-mill, but it docs little or no-
thing. A fine Cotton-mifl, with power-looms, was
just about completed when I was there s it remaing
now to bo seen whetber the tremendous expense
of transporting the machinery docs not ruin all;
at best, it is doubtful if it ever pay.  'The machin-
ery was most injudiciously choscn, and might have
answered every purpose at onc half of the present
cost: the idea of lugging an iron shaft and cogs of
scveral tons' weight over a road such ns has been
described, when a well-made wooeden drum would
have answered just as well, must have originated
certainly in the brain of one who Jittle knew the
country. Other manufactures are on a very lim-
ited scale, the comb factory of Mr. Gooding, and
hat manufactory of Steuart, Russell, & Co. ex-
cepted, which are on far too extensive a scale for
the actual demand of the country. '

There are at least sixty different Tatloring-shops
in the city, and the tailors are the oddest sct of
worlers there; three or four men may be secen in
a shop, seated upoa low stools (no eross-legging
liere), all huddled together in front of the only
place through which light can enter, viz., the door;
one eye is employed on their work, while the other
is on the strecl; a stiteh is taken about every other
minute, and, | am positive, one clever foreigner
could do the work of all four, and much more neat-
ly ; they press with the common flat jron used
by women; their garments, when completed, are
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wretchedly made, but their prices are not so very

high ; indeed, there is but little difference between
Bogotaand New-York in the cost of similur kinds
of garments. :

There is but onc celebrated HBootmaker, a Mr.
Michact, an American. Ilis charges are ten dol-
lars for best Wellinglon boots ; there are a number
of native workmen, who sell, Jewlike, for just such
prices as they can get, and so it Is with every other
trade here, I have secn a very good pair of boots
bought on Saturday night, when the poor fellow
was hard pushed for cash for the coming holyday,
at iwo dollars a pair | They have a singular way
of fitting themselves with ready-made boots or
shoes; they never try thewm on al the time of pur-
chasing, but have a mode of determining the right
size with the hand, aud T believe the measure is
uniformly correct, although the same mode might
not so well soit those in the latinude of the North ;
but here, if the lcngth is ascertained correetly, the
fine model of the Spanish foot will be sure to an-
swer in every other pafticular; whereas, with us,
the high instep and lire low instep, the wide foot
and the narrow, the straight and the crooked, and
twenty other diflerences, tend to put all such eal-
culations quite out of joint! ‘They make excellent
sole leather here, hut mlerior upper.

Carpenters and Joiners do their work wretched-
ly bad, and arc sudly lacking in the quantity and
quality of their tools. A Mr. Mullord, an Ameri-
can cabinet and piano-forte maker, is doing well;
a well-finished and excellent-toned upright piano,
made by him, only brings five huadred dollars; such
a one would formerly liave sold for at least twelve
hundred. There are many beautiful woods of na-
tive growth here admirably adapted for eabinet
work ; but the fine white pine of the North is sadly
missed in the manufacture of almost everything
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else, where a sound, light, and well-seasoned wood
is absolutely necessary to make a perfect job: most
of the conimon woods arc cross-grained and heavy,
and might lie in the sun for ages without being sea-
soned so as not to warp afterward.

Saddlers ave also numcrous; but a good Tng-
lish saddle will still bring sixty doliars, when the
very best-made home-manafactured one will rarely
bring over thirty.

Gunsmith.-—"T'here is but one in Bogotd, who
also acts as captain of militia and government ar-
morer. Iis charges arc enormous. An active
and good workman at this trade from the North
might do well. )

The French Baker and Confectioner is bad
enough; and yet he is rapidly making a fortane,
as two others have done before him in the same
bustncss.  No ordinary business pays so well as
this ; and, were it properly conducted, it might be
pushed on as large a scaleas one could desire. It
15 a silame that the thing has not been thought of
long before! -

A good Watchmaker is also needed ; and one
who could unite with that busincss the setting of
jewelry wonld do well. '

As for a Bookbinder, the one who is now in Bo-
gotd, and who docs all the little business in his live,
though a wretchedl botch, is good enough for the
place at present, until a desire for reading becomes
more manifest,

The Stores or Shops in the Calle Real, the chief
street for business, ave sepulchral-lovking dens
enough. A great folding-deor, mmde of the heaviest
wood, sever:& mches thick, secured by one or more
large-bolted padlocks, and a boh-lock besides, ail in
the rudest style of the seventeenth century, slowly
admits you inte a small room of about twenty-five
fect deep by twenty—a perfect hole in the wall,
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with a rude counter running across it, and a few
ruder wooden shelves stuck up around withont any
regard whatever to regularity.  The floor is adamp,
co%d carthen one, and, but for the different goods
which are to be seen piled up in a most slovenly
manner about the placy, one could think of nothing
save a prison, ur a dreary cell of some wretched an-
chorite. ‘T'here are not five exceplions (as regards
retailers) to this description in the whole strect,
while the occupant’s modé ol dealing 1§ even worse
than his shop.  Thorongh rogues and Jews them-
selves, they consider all others In the same light,
and act accordingly, beginning by asking you a
double price for the article wanted, and then, through
fifiy different mean eperations, palming short meas-
ure and had change upon you. I speak honeslly my
sentiments in these assertions, knowing as I do ev-
ery nalive shopkeeper in the Calle Real,and Tconld
not, conscientiously, make six cxceptions in all to
the above. It might do to cheat a custower of an
inch or so out of two or three yards’ lengtls of old
English measure or of a French aun, but from the
pitiful, curtailed Spanish vara, such an act is unpar-
donable !
The great staples in dry goods here are bayela,
o coarse woollen cloth, of a dark Dlue colour, wom
universally by the poorer classes; comuion cotlon
shirting, very highly siarched, got up by the Drit-
ish expressly for this market; flashy prints and
muslins, of I*rench, British, and American manufac-
ture, the Biitish being generally preferred ;) Hght
Trench and DBritish cloths, black, blne, or deep
brown colours, &e.  Their choice of colours differs
entirely from that of the people of Mexico, the West
India [slands, or even of their own scacoast, and is
much more chaste.  Where an article is of one
colour, they scldom choose either red, deep green,
yellow, or erimson; but chocolale, deep mulberry,
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maroon, or cinnamon colours are always preferred
for silks, satins, ribands, and velvets. No market
probably, in all the south has more trash of foreign
goods than Bogotd, which proceeds, no dousht fro%n
the constant demand for cheap articles here q’ualit
being but rarely considered. Almost the wholg
tribe of shopkeepers at present in Bogota owe their
origm to the forcign merchant. Iormerly the
might be seen peddling -their various wares in th
streets, accoutred in the rvana and grass sandals
I'hey are very saving and atlentive to business ;
but when their capital has reached a eertain hcight,
they can go no farther s like ’addy with his basket
of oranges, when one is sold out they just purchase
:'mother. The only Bogotano in business who keeps
%{;(:ir_z:l!]ar sct of account-books is Sefior R, Santa

When goods are purchased in this place, and the
amount. cxceeds ten or twenty dollars, an ot’ﬂigalion
Is given on stamped paper, payable at such a date :
binding the parties, with all the goods and chattels
then in their possession or hereafier to be acquired
body_a‘nd estale, and this without any benefit (V]Vhi(:h,
as citizens, they might have over foreigners &e.
But no correct calculation cau be made -on their
paying at the time stated. They consider it merel
as a sworn acknowledgment of the debt, and ng
mure.  For this reason, and as there arp n’o banks
and payments slow and uncertain, all such paper js
pf hltLIe or no business use ; althonaly wIwnpnfont&*s
ts hired, such noles are often 1'ccet1?v¢;d as security
I'once asked one such for the payment of his obl}ir.
gaton ; but he told me to call again in a week o‘-
two. “But,” said I, “it has alra'ldy been due fuli
two weeks.” T shall not break Vefore then, as
you forcigners do in your own country whenév;ar
you wish to make money,” was his answer, and the
only satisfaction I could then obtain. In this way

N
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credits are not unfrequently lengthened our so as
1o treble their first run; and but few, very few
foreign merchants are cver enabled to get wholiy
clear fromn the country when once their goods have
been exchanged for a New-Grenadian’s paper obli-
gations ; while their total lack of good failth, even
towards one another, renders it, in their opinion, less
objectionable to trick a forcigner. A cash business
is the only one advisable in a country like this, and
is much more easily accomplished here than in
many othiers ; for, as their currency is purely metal-
lic, and is always kept about them, withoul gaining
one penny interest, therefore, provided they really
wish to purchase, and the goods are offered suffi-
ciently below the credit prices to make it an object
to buy them, they would prefer giving you the cash
at the time of purchase. .

The Doticus, or apothecary shops, all succeed
well, and do an excellent business. 'There are
three large and well-conducted oncs, besides several
others of lesser note,  One of the formeris kept by
a Frenchman, who, it is presumet, has thereby veal-
ized thirty thousand dollars in a few years. A thor-
ough-bred Bogotuno is for ever alling in some way
or other, notwithstanding his fine climate ; and no
wonder, when a potation of strong chocolate, accom-
panied with a segar, and this repeated three or four
times a day, is all many of them live upon for days
together, especially whenever they have the slight-
est fancy that something is the matter with their
head! As to the balance of the body ccrporale,
they seldom give it a thought, believing that every
evil in the system takes 1ts rise in the head. If
they wish to remedy a foul stomach, they bind a
handkerchief abouv the head; so, likewise, for a
complaint of the spine or liver, while the feet are
left entirely exposed!

You may see women going along in a heavy, chill
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rain, barefooted, but the head carefully wrapped,
first, in a stout cotlon handkerchief, then in a thick
mantilla of coarse cloth, and aver all a heavy feli or
straw hat! "There are fifty chances to one that tiie
first person you meet in the street, with his face or
manner betokening disease, even should the hand-
kerchief not be in requisition at the time, il you
mquire of him his complaint, wiil answer, “dolor
de la cabeza,” “pain in the head.”
_ Hotels.—T'here is nothing of 1his kind in Bogot4 !
I do not belicve there is a single other cily of equal
size in the civilized world without one! There
are two or three eating-houses; the only passable
ane being kept by a mulatto from the Siates, who
told me he tried a hotel in one of the largest houses
in the place, but it would not pay. 1t is certainly a
great inconvenience, to strangers especially; and
the reason is the want of sufficient patronage, which
proceeds from the extreme penuriousness and spun-
ging disposition of the people in the hilly districts.
Tu this they dilfer as widely from their countrymen
of Carthagena as if they belonged to another nation.
One of these gentry, on a journey, makes not the
slightest scruple of helping himself wherever the
least previous acquaintance warranis a free entry,
and wo betide a poor relative should his house he
on his route! Among the better class of yaung men
here, nothing is so delightful as to be invited to en-
joy a liule shooting excursion, or pic nic in the
country, when ““un estrangero” (foreigner) is to
make one of the party. Ior, if they contriliute a
dulce or two, some segars, and a few cakes of choc-
olate, the whole burden of purchasing and prepa-
ring fowls, hams, liquors, wines, and sundry other
more costly kaickknacks, is sure to fall upon el
buen Ingieso” (*the good Fnglishman”), aor * nues-
tro hermano del Norte” (“ our northern brother”).
In speaking of shops, I should have remarked
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that there iz not much hardship attendant uwpon
keeping a retail store in the Calle Real. They
generally open at about eight or mne o’clock in the
morning, and close doors at twelve, reopening them
at two, and shut them finally a little before sunset.
The apothcearies and grogshops alone keep cpen
after dark. Many women keep shops, some on their
own account, and others ate set up in this mode of
life by their relations, and, not unfrequently, by their
paramours. There are but two or three native
merchants of any wealth ot note. Money is daily
getting more and more scarce, and fortunes are not
quite so easily made as in many other countries of
much easicr access. The great public loan from
England, and the unlimited individual eredit in the
ear%y days of the republic, when the impression
abroad was strong concerning the great wealth and
immense resonrces of the country, only to be ex-
ceeded by the puie patriotism and good faith of the
people, gave a seeming tone and strength to com-
merce which 1t in reality never possessed. 'This
has since passed away, leaving the republic to her
own resources, which, if well fostered, and if, at
the same time, a somewhat better disposition should
become apparent in regard to cancelling both na-

tional and private claims, New-Grenada may yet

stand out a flourishing eountry, even in spite of re-
ligious intolerance. _ '
The market is held weelly, on I'ridays, in the
great square,  Althongh more or less can be pur-
chased there every day in the week, yeu Triday is
the great day when the country-people flock in by
thousands, presenting a seene picturesque and ani-
mated m the extreme. The place is about 300
feet square, and on these occasions is ecrowded,
literally, to excess. 'The busiest time is from 8 to
10 A. M. Much order is observed in the arrange-
ment of the different kinds of provisions, which, for
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the most part, are spread along on the pavement in,
rows, following the form of the square.: Vegetables,-
grains, and fruits of all kinds aré generally placed.
together, 'Fhe butchers have small stalls, where.
excellent beef, mutton, and pork are- dcalt out at
very low rates* _ - :

Then comes the poultry, eggs, and butter; wood-.
enwares, red carthenwares, baskets, &c¢. Next, the
coarse fabrics of the country; such as striped cot-
tons, unbleached do., ruanas, straw hats, hammocks,.
and sandals, &c.; while amid all this melée, and.
the dealening hum of barier, one finds not the tenth.
patt of the brawling and fighting, nor the obscene
language which a Billingsgate and other European,
markets daily display. And yet here are bond and
free, black and white, Indian, Spaniard, half-breeds,
soldier, Jew, Catholic, and Protestant, all shoving
their way through, and bargaining as if life and
death were at issue.  Many ladies attend with their.
servants ;. but the latter arc more frequently sent.
alone, redounding greatly to the loss of their em-
ployers ; for there is no dependance to be put in
their honesty. I have known a friend of mine lose-
from ten to twenty dollars in this way during a sin-.
gle month, as the rascal afterward confessed he had.
been carrying on the same game for some time..
No market, being such a. distance from the coast,
can boast of a richer or greater variety than is found,
here. There are fruits and vegetables of the hot,
cold, and temperate regions; and fresh, too, from.
their- native soil! Oranges, lemons, pine-apples,
pomegranates, mangoes, the delicious cheremoya,.
melons of various kinds, strawbernes, &c. The.
apples are the only sort of fruit that is quite indif-.
ferent, being small and very tasteless.  Cauliflow-.

* Beef, from 8 to 9 reals the arraba: mutton, per carcaes, 83
reals ; fowls, 1 10 1} reals; turkeys, fram 3.t0.6, &e.
)
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ers, egg-plants, potatoes, cabbages, artichokes, and
-the whole family of vegctables, are here in the
greatest perfection, The pouliry is exceedingly
fing, and so would be their beef, but the ignoramus-
es spoil it by laking away cvery parlicle of fat to
mix with the tallow for candles. 'The mutton is
only passable. Veal and lamb I never saw, as they
do mnot kill their young cattle. Ifew hides are
brought 1o this market, but are to be procured far-
ther dowii the country. My friend, Mr. Gooding,
is now engaged in buyiog up the sheepskins, which
come in very plentifully, and preparing them for
the United States’ market. 1 bought, occasionally,
some fine goatskins, but m no great numbers,

A fine view of this raarket is to be had from the
Cathedral steps, on the tolling of whose bell for morn-
ing mass on a market-day there is a general rush
to the ehurch, which formns an animated tableau;
$o, also, on the single tolling of the bell, which an-
nounces the elevation of the Host, when dll leads
are uncovered in an instant, and business for the
time wholly suspended. The poultry 1s brought in
to market on the backs of Indians in little coops.
The squaws carry tremendous Joads of varicus
commodities, having a broad band attached to the
load which encircles the forchead, and then, bowing
forward, they continue on in the short jog-trot so pe-
culiar to that race.

Butier s put up in pound rolls between the green
leaves of plantain, and is certainly very far from
being nice! It bas to be well worked over and
cleansed before eating. There1s a Frenchman now
in Bogotd who supplies foreigners with rather a
cleaner article, though he leaves still much room
for improvement.

Living ~—Their style of cooking is peculiarly
their own. I speak thus, as I have never been in
Spain nor in any other Spanish province before.
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1f it be Spanish, then Ieaven defend me from all
such. Their chocolate, and a dish called “maga-
mora,” with any of their thousand ahd srte « dulces™
or preserves, are all that can be mentionéd in favour
of native cookery. In the houses of the more fash-
ionable and opulent, the dishes generally are a mix+
ture of the ¥rench and Xnglish; more, however, of
the former.  But the daily rations of a peon (labourer)
are soon described. If he keeps house, his break-
fast rarely consists of chocolate. A soup of boiled
rice, and a vegetable like the parsnip, called arra-
cacha, all simmered together in a flood of hog's-lard,
the whole bighly coloured with a' pod they- call
achota, which produces a yellow colour; a handful
of cumin-seed is added to this, and then they have
prepared their general breakfast.  Sometimes, when
circumstances admit, they add to their rice- a few
Eiecgs of meat. Bread, being high, is seldom used,

ut its place 1s supplied by either a sort of hard
dumpling, made of Indian cornmeal, called “boya,”
or the casava bread. Another great national dish is
that of “masamora.” This is a thick soup, made
of Indian cornmeal, potatoes beiled to a jelly, on-
ions, and pieces of beel; which, when free from the
cumin-sced, is a most excellent dish.  There is o
such thing as a fork used by this class of the peo-
ple, and but, perhaps, a single knife at table, which
serves not the purposes of eating, but is used for
scraping vegetables and preparing their food; a
spoon, and a Jiberal use of nature’s own flesh-forks,
constitute all their table cutlery. The plantain is
never out of the houses of either rich or poor.  They
ecat it fricd, roasted, botled, and raw ; and it is their
great staple, though not to be compared with those
on the Magdalena. Chicha is in generaluse. :This

is peculiarly the drink of the poor, although 1

have seen even foreigners use it. It is kept in
huge earthen jars, wrapped round with green hide
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to preserve them; it sells for about four or six
cents a quart. A large tituma (calabash) is filled,
which is passed round from one to another throogh-
out even a large company !

‘The middling and better classes cannot be call-

ed even ordinary good livers. “I'he few respectable
foreigners here, and about three or four Bogotanos,
are the only individuals who come within my ideas.
of comfort in the whole place. The great body of
the community are wreichedly poor; and if, in the.
course of any lueky hit in trade, gambling, or other-.
wise, an individual of these becomes the possessor,
of wealth, he still continues. to live on amid the same:
kitchen arrangements as before, filihy though they
are. His dress he may change ; the ruana will be-
thrown aside for-a broadeloth cloak, and a lLeaver
substituted for the low-crowned, slonched straw
hat, and he will keep a good horse; but as.to his.
home, not a real comfort marks his ability to obtain.
them.. Indeed, the word *“comfort,” in its truest.
sense and general acceptation, is not ta be found in.
all his vocabulary ; therefore not a fork, not an addi-,
tional article would he added ta his table, nor a single,
improvement be thought of thiroughout his wretched
household! When lie is free from “dolor de Ia ca-.
beza,” he will sip his.small cup of red-hot chocolate,
made as thick as pessible of the cocoa and sugar,
the very first thing on rising in the morning ; then
he will light a segar, and take a turn on horseback,
From eight to nine he breakfasts on arracacha soup,
orrice well greased ; fried-eggs, seasoned with garlic;.
boiled potatoes, bread, and a dish of fried beef, which
is ctit into small strips, without a particle of fat, sea-
soned well with cumin-seed and garlic, and so over-
done that the juices of the wieat are entirely dried
up; this they eat with a spoon. These people are
also. fond of a dish called bollo; it lvoks like an
apple-dumpling, and is made with pieces of pork,
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and seasoned like the dried beef, and_" well smoth-
ered in hog's-lard, all enclosed in a thick paste and
boited, 'I'he coffee and chocolate ate not drank with
their meat, but immediately afterward, and then the
same small cup is made use of as in the morning.
The disgusting habit of a whole family using one red
earlhen goblet or tituma in common for drinking from
is universally prevalent. Their dinsier vaties but lit-
tle from the breakfast. Their hour of dining is from
one to two; and a “dulce” of some kind is invari-
ably added. Pork is of very general use among
them, while they seem nearly unacquainted with
mutton. Plantains and arracachas are seldom to
be missed at table, these being theiv two staple ves
getables ; the latter, a very tasteless sort of thing,
yields most abundantly ; indeed, more so than any
vegetable I ever saw, and would, no do'ubt, be a great
acquisition to any ceuntry. The milk brought to
market is shockingly bad, aud is generally boiled to
prevent it from sonring.  In shorl, their wholo living
is of the most miserable description. The wines
generally used are wretched claret, aud 'a sort of
mixture made in the country from bratdy and sweet
Malags, in imitation of Teneriffe. Those who can
afford it import their own wine; and, 1f‘br_0i1g.ht__11p
ihe river in wood, the barrel containing 1t shouldlib_t?
enclosed in a box, to prevent the bogas Irom diaini
ing it. Tolerable port or Madeira is here worth
forty dollars a demijohn of five gallons; brandy Lhirty-
five; English porier sometimes findg its way here,
and is worth twelve dollars a dozen for the best.
Several atlempts have been made to brew A grood
kind of ale; but, up to this date, with very }hdlﬁ'erent
success. An English farrier and blacksmith, samed
Sayres, has built a large brewery, and mtends ma-
king a fair trial; and no doubt he will succeed, as
most cxcellent crops of barley cdn be got [rom the
plains. The natives use a variety of sweét drinks;
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such as orgeat, raspberry, &c. The annisse brandy,
home-manufactured, is very good when well made
and of sufficient age, that of Mompox being the
best.

At supper, a bow! of “masamora” is generally
taken before retiring for the night, and is washed
down with * chicha,” combined with which it forms
a complete opiate. Those who can afford the lux-
ury take tea or chocolate before this, about seven
in-the evening. Tea is beginning to be much used
now, but it is difficult to procure it good even at
three dollars per pound.

The servants who wait at table are dirty-looking
drabs. 'The coarse cloth outer petticoat which they
wear is scarcely over removed, day or night, until
it Is absolutely necessary to supply its place by a
new one.

Dress.—The poorest is that worn by the com-
mon peones. That of the men consists of a straw
hat, with a broad brim and high, tapering crown;
a loose pair of trousers of very coarse mixed or
plain white cotton goods, manufactured in the
country ; a shirt of the same material, and over
all a short ruana of the coarsest cotlon or wool-
len cloth, sometimes parti-coloured and sometimes
F?ain drab.- This national coat is from one and a
1lf to two and a haif yards square, with an aper-
ture left in the centre jost of suflicient width to

admit the head. 1t is of two difTerent sizes; the
short one, being worn by the peones and by men on
horscbacl, only covering the small of the back, and
reaching a little below the elbow ; and the larger
one, whichi falls down 1o the calf of the leg, and en-
tirely couceals the whole arm. They are manu-
factured of wool, cotton, or silk, and the prices of
them vary from four reals to sixty dollars cash,
and are of every hue and colour; but, whenever
they axc wade parti-coloured, it is always in stripes,

e
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und are never dotted or clouded. "They are manu-
factured also from the caucha (India-rubber cloth)
and oiled silk for rainy weather. The use of them
incommodes the {reedom of one’s hand very much,
and it employs a naturally lazy peon, while dressed
with one of the longer oues, the fall ‘halfof h_ls'tlme
to keep the barbarous thing out of his way whl!e at
work ! The poorest class of peones do not éven
wear sandals. The women don a full petlicoat of
the bayeta, with notbing else to cover the shoul-
ders, when the mantilla is removed, but a coarse
under garment. .

‘Their muntilla is merely a square picce of the
same malerial as the petticoat, throwh over the
head and descending barely to the waist, on_th,e
top of which they not unfrequently stick a man’s
straw hat. .

Mechanics, the first class of house-servants, and
low shopkecpers, wear the finer and long ruana,
witli finer shirt, trousers, and hat, with the z}ddl-
tion of sandals, and often of shoes and stockings.
The females of this class wear calico dresses, finer
mantillas, shoes, and stockings, Many still wear
that abominable round hat, only to be found in this
capital, which is of silk plush or beaver, from. seven
to uine inches high, and perfectly round, with the
tip tapering like a sugarloaf, and a brim from three
to four inches wide. 'This is placed on the very
crown of the head, over the mantilla y and but for
the huge comb that supports it, just as a peg does a
hat on the wall, it could never be carried safely
along.  As it is, they move under it exactly like a
dairymaid under a pail of milk, the slightest incli-
pation of the head being sullicient to cause its fall s
who, without this uscless appendage (which actually
does not descend one eighth of an inch upon her
head), would otherwise move forward in all the
majesty and grace of a Spanish female. They fre-
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quently carry thenr in front by the brim, with either
one or both hands—the fittest place for them. A
small silk shawl is often added to this costume.
Another class, ealled the “cachacao,” ar dandies,
have cast aside the national ruana except when
they ride, on which occasion all, foreigners and
others, vse them, and attire themselves in round
Jackets of cloth, with vest and pantaloons of the
same, and boots, shoes;and hat.  Yet it is but very
recently that one in a hundred out of even this
class wore anything but the straw hat, though of the
finest material, which cost from sixicen to forty dol-
lars. They will wash, and wear a man’s lifetime,
provided the oileloth be slipped over them in rainy
weather.  When they go abroad, a wide Spanish
cloak is thrown over their dress, made, for the most
part, of bluc cloth. Itis amusing to catch one of
these fellows in his round jacket in a room where
are assembled strangers and others wearing dress
or frock coats! Good breeding will not allow him”
to retain his cloak, and shame prevents him from
throwing it entirely aside; so he uncovers merely
the shoulders, takiag good care all the while to
keep the folds closely drawn aroand him, so as to
conceal the curtailed parts of his upper garment,
and carefully avoids getting up from his seat with-
g}lt !his friendly wrap-rascal hugged clvse about
im
With the femnles of this class, a petticoat of fine
black bombasin is substituted for the baycta, or a
gown of apy fine and dashing figure, white being
not unfrequently worn, T'he mantilla is of very
fine black or blue cloth, bound with riband or vel-
. vet.  In walking, they cross their arms just where
the folds dee_scend to the waist. Daring fine weath-
er, a large silk or merino shawl is warn in lieu of the
mantilla, but never at church, where they invariably
present themselves arrayed in the black petticoat
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and dark mantilla. Inthe evening orin a journey
on horseback, a Jow-crowned, broad-brimmed straw
hat is worn, the points drooping, and banded wit
a wide riband. :

The few genteel people here copy exclusively
the French and English costumes, with the single
exception of the ladies’ bonnets.  This year, how-
ever, the use of this article has inereased fourfold,
although the prejudice against them is great, Jew-
ellery, though formerly much worn in Bogot4, is not
so now. At present, any family almost will part
willingly with their jewels, i they can get a fair
price for them. By this meaus the best pearls and
the finest old pold chains have been transported to
Enrope ; a few good emeralds are still to be found
here. Finger-rings make the greatest display ; but
they are gencrally very badly set. A great deal
of false jewellery is worn, in the shape of large,
ugly-looking earrings and the like.

Modes of Conveyance~-One’s choice in this re-
spect can be always very readily made, A horse
or a mule, unless the back of the humbler donkey
Le preferred, is all the variely afforded. There
are but three close carriages in the whole capital :
one belonging to the archbishop, another to Sefior
Morales, and the third to President Santander;
and only two or three light pleasure-wagons and
pigs; these comprise the whole stock in trade,
The best one among them, that of the president,
is In appearance like a common hack, greatly the
worse for wear. When any of these are out,
crowds collect to sce them as they bounce over
the uncven Bogotd pavements, A journey to the
mouth of the mountains, beyond Facutativa, nine
leagucs, might possibly be performed in onc of
them, but neither very easily nor with much speed,
One or iwo carts are owned by individuals, which
pay two reals every tin(n)e they enler the paved
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city ; for what reason I cannot divine. Certainly

not for disturbing the equilibrium of the huge round.

stones of about ten pounds’ weight that line the
streets. A mule is preferable to a horse in cross-
ing the mountains, although some choose the latter,
but more on account of spced than safety. A mule
secems formed expressly for mountain travel; but
on the fine, level platns of Bogotd, a good harse is
the thing. "T'he value of a horse 1s determined by
his speed in pacing or ambling. If two animals
are offered in the market of similar years, height,
weight, and appearance, with no other difference
than that one 1s a frolter and the other a pacer,
the latter will bring two huadred dollars, while the
former would not feteh over thirty.

Gentiemen have a singular mode here of riding.
FFor two or three miles they go at the very top of
the animal’s speed ; then, suddenly checking their
horses, they light a segar and comrmence a short
conversation on a slow walk. Again, as unex-
pectedly striking in their broad spurs, they scam-
per off, like the wind itself, for the distance of an-
other league. A party of friends riding thus, ar-
rayed, as they generally nre, in ruanas of every
kind and colour, presents a most striking and gay
appearance. A person is considered to be in very
poor standing indeed who does net ride more or
less. I never saw ladies riding except on a jour-
ney. ‘The side-saddie of the country is formed like
an armchair, being covered with red cloth, and
having the arms silver mounted. It is an ungainly-
looking artiele, and not deemed half so pleasant as
the English model. The gentleman’s is made high
both before and behind, like that of a trooper’s.

The price of good mules 1s always uniform, and
much higher in proportion than that of horses. A
fine black mule, from about fourtcen to fiftecn
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hands high, tractable, and speedy in hid gait, will
bring frequently from one hundred and filty to two
hundred dollars. 1 saw the one which belonged to
Bolivar, a fine-looking animal, The common price
for a good mule is from thirty to forty dollars when
in their prime. Bulls are used to bring fuel and
various burdensinto the city, as wellas for plough-
ing, &e.

The Alameda, or Public Walk, lies at the foot of
the eminence on which the city is built, in the San
Victorino, leading out to San Diego, and is much
frequented on Sunday afternoons. It iz a broad
road, ditched and hedged in on either side, and
might be much improved was there but a little
more tastc and énergy among the people. At
present the {ine rose-hedges are nearly all gone,
and a beautiful copse, which bordered-a part of the
same, has lately been cut down!  And, worse than
all, the stranger is here agnin disgusted on every
hand with the want of cleanliness among the low
people, which all the sweet perfume of the flowers
cannot make up for.. The walk is about a mile or
so long. They are not very great walkers here,
and a short turn suflices. Here the view being
clear from ail intervening houses, one has a fine
sight of the range of hiﬁs which back the city;
Guadaloupe and Montserrate, with their misty tops,
look highly beauliful. _

Glardens are not much attended to, My friend
Senor Santa Maria has the best, and hig does not
even reach mediocrity,  In mostof the courtyards
of the best houses there is a small parterre for
flowers; but they can boast of but few varieties.
Pinks and carnations nearly monopolize the whole
space. Of these I never saw finer specimens, dird
the kinds of them are endless. 'They have no dah-
lias.

Dogs.—If we are to judge of a nation or an ia-
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dividual by their dogs, as some have averred we
ought, the conclusion would not be very favourable
to New-Grenada : for a more miscrable-looking set
of curs cannot any where cxist, and their name is
Legion. Xach wrelched Indian owns his one, two,
or three dogs. The government is obliged to em-
ploy & gang of prisoncrs, guarded by soldiers, o
thin them occasionally. They set upon them with
clubs, lances, and Ilasses; and their greatest glory
is to get hold of seme large, finc-lovking dog be-
longing to a foreigner or rich native. I saved,
luckily, a very fine animal, which belonged to an
English friend, just as one of these fellows was
coiling up his lasso to noose him,

New-Grenada is rich in every species of mines ;
but I do not think that any, with the execption of
the salt-mines of Zipaquira, repay the expenscs of
working. The emerald-mincs of Mousa may yet
be profitable; though, up to this time, the very
bungling manner in which they are worked is h
great loss to the country.  The owner, Senor Paris,
pays a small yearly rental for them, and his lease
has yet some time to run. They do not under-
stand getling out the stones, and, consequently,
break and destroy the most splendid ones. Iam
confident that, by having proper tools and compe-
tent workmen, a fortune might be realized in these
mines. Young Sefior Paris showed me a stone that
had just the rough part cleared from it, and was
about one and three quarter inches by nearly an
inch in size, ahd weighing some hundred and odd
carats] Its colour was the most deep and brilliant
green, with but few flaws, and those of a minar kind.

efior P. also presented me with a fine specimen
of the stone in its native rocky bed, Having an
English lapidury in my employ, { bought a few
stones and had them cut. He also cut a few very
finc ones for Mr. Paris; but the latler refused to
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sell these, stating as a reason that he meaht to go
to Larope and satisfy himself of their real valie,
as foreign purchasers had heretofore, he bélieved,
only given for them but half their worth. ~
The stlver-mines of Santa Anna are in the hands
of an English company, who injured themselves by
the extravagant manner in which they sét out, corn-
ing directly to the country fully equipped with men,
tools, and everylhing else on the most exiravagant
scale—all calculated entirely for an English me-
vidian. At Honda I have seew encugh of these
stores yet remaining to commence mining operations

throughout the whole country, rotting io pieces,

when the fine cordage and such things mighit read-
ily have been turned to good account 1n Carthagenh.
I am told that even now they manage most sadly at
the mines, and that they never can pay under ex.
isting circumstances. The salt company pay 'a
yearly rent to government of 96,000 dollars, and
produce over 20,000 bnshels pér month, having

‘the exclusive right of vending the article, for which

they receive seven teals the drroba for fine, and six
and a hdlf do. for the rock salt.* 'The ¢ompany Is
mnade up of ISnglish and natives. Zipaquira, where
the works are, may contain five or six thousand in-
habitants, with a guard of soldiers 1o protect the

rights of the company. There is a good church

there, but no society whalever, 'The Indians of the
surrounding country consider the monopoly of the

salt by government as very unjust, and it certainly

is n most burdensome 1ax upon oné of the very first
necessaries of life. ’
Amethyst, topaz, jet, carnelians, and agates are
all found in different parts of the country.  So alse
are lead, copper, and other ores.  Of coal, both an-
thracite and bituminous, there is no lack, at about

* 'The government hiave since taken the menagement intg their
own hands,
02
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one day’s journey from the capital. The former 1
have myself used, and pronounce it equal to the
very best in the United States.

{ Jiducation stll makes but slow progress among
~the great mass of the people. One great point is,
however, already gained, viz., the keeping of such
schools as are now formed, outside of the convent
walls, and beyond the domination of the priesthood,
who, although they do not at this day war openly
~ against a free and general system of education, still
they do not exactly approve of it ; and these possess,
at the sane time, many ways of setting afoot a coun-
ter current, which, if not waiched, may yet become
the strongest stream. [ found that a much larger
proportion of the children of both sexes attended the
schools in Barranquilla and Mompox than in the
capital. DPrimary books have been forwarded gra-
tuttously from the United States, where great anx-
lety is manifested for the promotion of juvenile in-
struction in this country,

A. finer-looking set of young men, or of more no-
ble and open features, I never saw anywhere than
among the students who attend the lwo colleges
here. I have gazed down upon them during some
one of the numerous processions wherein they were
acting their part, and remarked to a friend, *there
gv the manly fellows whe, backed by a liberal
course of study, shall yet cause a brighter day to
.dawn upon their benigﬁtcd country.” Their dress
18 very appropriate—the real Salamanca cap and
black cloth cloak. One class wear a red, and the
other a white scarf thrown across the shoulder. 1
cannot say where they all came from, but, certainly,
they had the appearance of being the very pick and
flower of the New-Grenadian youth. I observed
also that there was less Indian blood among them.}
Shades and hues of every variely in complexion are
met with here.  Certainly not one eighth of the pop-

ing beautilul feet is in no way an exaggeration
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ulation are of pure white blood. The Indian mix-
ture predominates. 'T'he males mostly have very
sallow complexions, and are lean and ili made, while
nothing can be morc sinking than the difference be-
tween them and the females. Finer forms and
more beautiful complexions, even in the full half-
breeds, I never saw. "'he universal report resEect-
ere.
Their step is bold yet graceful; and altheugh the
murderous stay or corset he scarcely known among
them, yet nothing can exceed the exactness of their
carriage, their persons having just enough of “en
bon point,” and no more. Their address is easy,
withont boldness or French frippery; and they lack
but the morals and edocation of my own fiir coun-
trywomen to make them divinities indeed,
As none can be born slaves since the year 1819,
slavery will soon become extinct in this republic, -

CHAPTER V.

-Morals.— Opinions of Hamilton,-—DBritish Burying-ground.——Arch-

bishop and Clergy of Bogotd,—The Hest.——The Alfair of the
Custodia. — Religious Processions.—Semana Santa.—Conclu-
*ding Ceremony in the Cathedral —All Saints’ Day.— Bull Fights,

—Fireworks.

Many and contradictory have been both the writ-
ten and verbal reports respecting the state of morals
in Bogot4; some have aflirmed themn to be of the
very worst order, while others say that they are no
worse than in other places. Of this latter opinion
was a celebrated Lnglish writer, Mr. Hamilton. If
Mr. H. means us to infer from thig that morals in
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the capital of New-Grenada are just on a par with
those in other Spanish citics on this Southern Conti-
nent, I dare say he is right, and lie should thus have
expressed himself. Bul when he plainly says, “I
believe they can boast of nearly as much virtue as
the European ladies,” I feel assured he spoke, to
say the least of it, very inconsiderately, especially
when we reflect that he first breathed the pure and
virtuous atmosphere of Britain, But Mr. H. was a
-diplomatist ; an ambassador sent to the country to se-
cure, as was thought at the time, great and important
.commercial advaniages to his sovereign and to his
native Jand. Granting this, could he not have man-
-aged to gloss over the scenes, which imust have fallen
under his immediate observation every day of his
restdence in Bogot4, in some more appropriate man-
her than by instituting a comparison of things as
entirely opposite as light and darkness? And fur-
ther, during the fourteen years which have elapsed
since the visit of this writer, morals, instead of de-
teriorating, have greatly improved; for,at thal time,
a duly legalized marriage between two citizens of
the province was a very rare occurrence. Mauy
respectable people, at present living in Bogoth, and
heads of families, were not then bound together by
the sacred ties of matrunony, but have since been
united by mother church.  Vice dares not now so
. openly bare her deformed front as in the days of the
first Ionglish commissioner to the Columbian repub-
lic, alithough great room is still left for improvement.
When the infant child of General Santander,
which died shortly after its birth, was buried, the
words “legitimate child of ” made part of the monu-
mental inscription. This speaks volumes on the sub-
ject. The great evil resulting from a misstatement
like this is, that many (going to that country on bu-
siness) may be induced, uvnless it be plainly and
boldly contradicted, to take with them their wives
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and families. Would w0 Heaven that our more
fashionable Furopean tourists, who visit the filthy
hotbeds of a Naples or a Rome, would but hold up
to the public one hundredth part of the black vices
they there constantly witness, so as to beacon the
unwary from off the hidden quicksands. But this
cannot be expected from those deluded beings who
drag with them to such scenes their dearest hopes,
the wives and daughters of their heart and bosom.
Besides, it might bring them into disgrace with the
fashionable world, hefure whose demon shrine they
dare offer up virtue, truth, and national houvour!

To premise : I wish it 1o be distincily understood,
by every candid and intelligent reader, that I neither
harbour the slightest ill-will, nor intend the smallest
offence to any individual of Bogold or of the Cath-
olic faith. My duty is plainly to state such simple
and unvarnished facts as have either come direcily
under my own observation, or what any unpreju-
diced and respectable foreigner, resident in Bogold,
will allest as inferences duly weighed and applied.

Nothing tends to keep people more in the back-
ground in this matter than the servile representations
of pretended historians. Bring the facts, stripped of
all mystery and concealment, forth before the great
bar of public opinion, and try whether its censure
be not more beneficial than all the counsellings and
labour of the few virtuous souls here, who for years
back have been striving, and still do strive, to beget
a better spirit in their mistaken and deluded coun-
trymen,

The boasted republic of New-Grenada concedes
nothing more to Protestant residents or citizens
than freedom from open persecution. They cannot
erect any chapels, but are allowed to meet for pur-

oses of devotion in their own houses. The British
stipulated for a burial-place; and, at this time, have
a very neat one here, near the alameda, by San
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Diego. It is small, and surrounded by a circular
wall; the approach being through a little garden,
while at the entrance stands a very nice cottage, at
a little distance from the road, which is occupied by
an English family, who have the use of it and the
grounds {or the care of the burial-place. The min-
1ster, Mr. Tnroer, very kindlr allows the Protestants
of any other nation to bury here also.

But think not, ye who bask in the rays of more
equal laws, -that such burial as is here pe.rmltted
has aught to do with the bustle of preparation, the
openly expressed grief of bereaved friends, or with
that grave and outward circumstance which attends
the commilting of “dust to dust” among yourselves;

and which, on the departure of the esteemed and

loved, tends so much to sooth and tranquillize the
feelinga of the living! Ah, no! 'The following
litile narrative is one of many which will fully testify
to the centrary. . _ .
On the 23d of January, 1837, died the infant son
of a family in my employ. The poor babe had
been sickly from its birth, and the few brief weels
of its existerice had called forth all the incessant
carcs and watchfnlness of both parents. On the
‘morning in ‘question { was sitting by its bedside,
and in the act of leaning over to watch any symptom
there might yet be of %mpe to the afflicted mother,
when one short and gentle beeath, which was scarce-

-ly audible as it trembled for a moment on the pale,

tender lip, told me that the pure spirit had for ever
{led its brief abiding-place. Mr. Turner being ab-
sent from the city, leave to bury the child was ob-
tained from his secretary, Mr. Adams. A coffin was
procured from the American cabinet-maker, and the
next morning, the 24th, saw our small funeral party
emerge from .the broad doorway of our house into
the street, and wend its way to the little ]onleg
churchyard. 1 had been advised by both Englis
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and American {riends to make as little parade as pos.
sible, and to finish the ceremony early, before the rab-
ble were astir.  But it was eight o’clock A. M, before
each little preparation was made and we were ready to
move forward. To render the procession as unmark-
ed as possible, I allowed only the father of the child
and two others of my people to accompany it; my
servant-lad, Chepe, carrying the little coffin conceai-
cd underneath hisruana.  T'hus, like thieves stealing
upon their plunder, did we thread our way through the
most unfrequented streets until we arrived at the con-
secrated ground; luckily for our own feelings, and es-
pecially for those of the poor parent, the complete
concealment of the coffin preserved us from insult 3
and it was only when turning into the yard from the
by-strect that we saw two peones gazing on the scene
and making the sign of the cross, as the worst of all
infections to them is the sight or touch of the dead
body of a heretic, cven though it be of an innocent
babe like this, the purc and perfect symbol of the re-
ligion of Him they thus insult by their idle mummery.
I read over the little grave the beautiful service for
the dead of the Ipiscopal Church. The earth closed
over the coffin, and in all haste we departed. I
have witnessed the shrouding of the dead, under
many forms and varied circumstances, both on sea
and land, but T never felt my whole soul so weighed
down and distressed as when, surrounded by the din
and bustle of a Christian-termed city containing
30,000 souls, the body of this pure and disenfran-
chised spirit, born of Christian parents, and dying
ere it could even have been thought culpable for the
heretic pavents’ opinions, was committed to the dark
womb of carth in the same manner as though it had
been the vietim of an assassin’s steel, and by the foul
murderer bimself, during the lonely midnight hour.
The Archbishop of Bogotd, who is the head of
the church in New-Grenada, I believe to be a most
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worthy individaal, nat very bigoted, and a sincere
desirer of a better state of morals among the clergy
" thon now exists ; but the customs of centurles are
too strong even for him. Here and there a pomnt
may be gained; still the progress of rgformatmn 18
at Jeast slow, if not doubtlul in the main.  Of what
use, moreover, is it to cleanse the stream when the
fountain is corrupt T Anindividual priest or two
may be reformed through the direct inflaence of a
holy life and the ghostly counsel of the superior;
but rcformation can neither become general nav
secure, when not an article or figure m that code
which admits such unhallowed licenses is done
a“:il‘ll;l.osc of the clergy of Bogotd who choose live
in open adultery ; at times with onc woman only,
when the children are brought up and openly ac-
knowledged by them. True, they take a house,
furnish it, and in every possible way provide for
the poor ignorant creatures as if they were trily
their law[ul wives, which so far palliates, if this, In-
deed, can be called palliation, sucig‘tlnpilt'lstlan, as
well as uncatholic-like canduct, 'T'heir mates are
generally chosen from among the betler portion of
the lower orders, :?j!though not uafrequently they
of a bigher grade. '
ar?l‘he moiks, on the other hand, being obliged io
live within their convents, geneyally choose their
female domestics with the greatest possible regard
to personal appearance, and thus the end is the
same. The civil arm is the only check upon the
grossness and presumption of the indolent hive;
and government is certainly commendable for the
promptitude and tact with which they have, within
a few years, elipped the wings of these gallinazas
(a Bogotd nickname for friars, meaning turkey-buz-
zards), Yet have they to move with great circum-
spection, lest (he strong arm of the rabble, hound-

- k. R
S ——

BOGOTA. 168

ed on by monkish vengeance, defeat all, and lexve
a state of things even worse than prevailed during
the time of the Spaniards. To avoid this, any al-
teration desired is made to appear as “vox pop-
uli,” the wish of the lawgivers themselves, Forin-
stance, a convent is suppressed becnuse the requi-
site number for constituting a frafernity is not com-
plete by one, and the act of suppression follows so
close the death of a brother as to preclude the elee-
tion of another in his place! Various rents and
revenues of the church have been applied to popu-
lar purposes, and the stated salaries of her officers
nipped away by degrees, untif they are, at present,
probably about what they should be were the num-
ber of recipients but reduced one half, They od-
casionally, however, kick against these eneroach-

ments. One day, during the present Congress,
‘when a bill was before the house for the redbetion

of the salarics of such of the clergy as were not in
actual parochial service, a friar, a wember of the
house, objected to it, of course, But what, think
ve, were the reasons he urged against the measure
Why, he said, “ what shall we do with out familics ?
we cannot support them on such a pittance ! [” To
which the member for the mation made this short
and pithy reply: « Families | the church allows you
none!” Not a4 word more was offered by the
friar, while a settled smile upon thé faces of all
present spoke well for the safety of the republic in
this particular, inasmuch as it “proved the hearty
concurrence of its chiefs in determining that the
executive should rule in this, as well as in every
other measure adopted for the general weal.

As sermons are rarely or never given, a curé
has not to labour as hard as his brethren’in the
United States. During a residence nf nearly a
year in Bogotd, there were but four sermons preach-
ed that 1 hcard of, one of which I aftended. I

1
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found the oratory good, but the subject intolerable
the whole going to show that the devil was, in
truth, a real matter-of-fact.sort-of-personuge, perch-
ing his ugly carcass upon the shoulders of unbe-
lievers, and hissing them on to the neglect of alms,
penance, and every other duty enjoined by blessed
mother church, There was not one single sentis
ment ottered throughout the discourse that was ca-
pable of purifying and ennobling the heart.  While
upon this subject, I would state further, that when
the arrival of the popc’s nuncio was annonnced at
Carthagena in Jaouvary, '87, as ambassador from
his holiness to the Republic of New-Grenada, the
Government Gazette immediately made it plainly
Jknown, through the medium of its columns, * that
the national head, by virtue of the constitution, could
receive no credentials to treat with the holy father
by his nuncio, since, while they acknowledged the
holy father as thelr great spirtiual head, their allegi-
ance went no farther; that his excellency, in short,
could treat with the archbishop on any matters rel-
ative to the church in New-Grenada, while all due
honour and respect should be paid by the govern-
ment 1o one so high in the graces of his holiness.”
Methinks there is too much straightforward sound
sense in this to suit the chair of St. Peter |
Although the scrvices of religion are so much
attended by the women, who are very regular in
their observance of mass and saints’ days, yet the
effect apon their lives is not very apparent, and the
dread of the confessional alone binds them to an
endless routine of hollow forms totally apart from
the truc spirit of religion, which should refine the
mind and heart, and impiove us in the practice of
virtue. Most of the cducated males are open scof.
fers and atheists at beart, passing jokes upon the
mummetries of the pricsts without takiog any paing
toconceal it,  The presence of the Host is the only

e
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thing for which they scem to have a uniférm rev-
erence, devoutly kneeling and crossing themiselves
whenever it makes its appearaace,: This chbrying
about of the Host is a very great annoyance to
strangers, as it is to be met with constantly, A
small bell, borne on before, gives warning of 1ts ap.
proach. The bell of the Cathedrai also tolls; and
its supporters walk so fust that one must run in
order to avoid it. A priest forms part of the pro-
cession, walking nnder a eanopy, while others chant
the services, Two soldiers generally guard it.
Flowers are strewed around the door of the house
in which the sick person in whose behalf it is sent
lies. * If the alllicted individual be wealthy, or oth-
erwise of note, the archbishop himself acconipapies
it ; while a band of martial music and a {full é’om-a}
pany of soldiers swell the group, This doedhét
often happen, as it costs a very constderable sum
of moncy. Upon passing and repassing the great
squore, the military io the barracks turn out to do
it honour upon a particular blast of the bugle being

given, The woman whom | mentioned asg hiaving

had her infant buried was once encountéred in
a by-street by the Host; and ns she happened to
have her child in her arms, she could netther make

speed enough to get out of the way, nor could she

see any place to enter and conceal hersclf. So,
all bonneted as she was, she stood still to let it
pass; while, poor woman! the rabble not only
called her the most lewd and fiendish names, but
even spat upon her repcatedly ! So much for the
Host in Bogotd! Dut what can be expected from
a people among whom female virtue is at such
an amazing low ebb as in this polluted capital ?
Let us look at it as we may; female virtug wilk
be found the truc touchstone of all that i4'foble,
and generous, and lovely nmong a great and fréé
peaple, It is the very nerve and sinew’of 4ll their
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institutions} and why should it not be? Surely
that is but little worth the fighting for or troubling
with which cnrries uncertainty m its train, Al-
though the outward appearances of licentiousness
are, in a slight degree, guarded against by the better
educated portion of the community, whose wish-
es arc made known by the more refined modes
of expression, such as a glance, a pressure of the
hand, or a plot laid by the carcful duenna, yet this
is not the case with the miserable Indian and
the mass genernlly, whose every action becomes
shamefully brutalized. Nay, even the brutes them-
selves would not be guilty of what may be daily
witnessed here. The most filthy nuisances are
committed in the very middle of the public stroats,
and in the face of open day, without a single feel-
ing of shame! Shame seems not to have a place
wherein to hide her head in all Bogotd. Foreign-
ers and all become polluted if they remain here
long. What is at first looked vpon as revoltidg
to every feeling of our nature, afterward becomes
a matter of 1ndifference, until, gradually, the indi-
viduals themselves sink inte the same state of de-
gradation. As an instanee of this, ] mention the
following circumstance: an linglish lady, married
td an Iinglish gentleman, with a fine family around
her, when reproached by a native woman for the
impropriety of her visiting alone the Jodgings of
a young Iinglishman, who ncknowledged and kept
in his own housc an illegitimate child by one of the
most common women in the city, replied, “ Such
ig the custom in Tngland.”  And this woman was
i{ d:l;ghtﬁl‘ of a clergyman of the Church of Eng-
and!

Three or four foreigners only are married to na-
tive women, and their lot is far from being an en-
viable one. The Dotch consul is an honouvrable
exception 5 being himself a gentleman of the most

T
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open and pleasing manners, while his lady is whol:
ly devoted to him and 1o the interests of a young
and lovely family, Many others live with -the de-
graded wretches of the country, and these on all
accasions apparcntly study to excel the Bogotinos
themselves in actual wickedness.

Sunday is observed here as in all other Catholic

countries. 'When mass is over, each one moves to.
his own particular business or pleasures, Gaming,
shooting, and riding excursions; the theatre, tnd
balls 11 the evening, finish the services of that day
sct apart by the Almighty for his own special ser-
vice. '
Catholicismm in Great Britain and the United
States, where it is hedged in by the strong wall of
public opinion, and where the slightest deviation
from the great moral tract of the Gospel is strictly
watched and exposed, is not the same as in coun-
trics where the constitutional forms, and tlie opin-
ions and will of the people are in its favour. The
antipodes are not more opposite thdan these: and
nations where the divine right of conseience is uni-
formly acknowledged can never bear the remotest
similitude to- one where the dark and malign in-
fluences prevail as in this, where ils most holy
things are polluted, and where vice and the worst
sectarian dogmas go hand in hand. :

Gambling is on the decline at presént; but more-
on account of the very low state of funds than from:
any principle of morality, The public squares are,
however, no longer rented out by the government
for gambling purposes, but low gaming-tables are-
numerously distributed around during the feast-
days. Dice is most prevalent, and a game called
loteria, in which the ladies greaily mdulpe. ¢
was rather a ludicrous matter to-witness Governor:
Mantilla publicly proscribing gambling either in
private or in public, Wh%n the old soldier is ever

2
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on the qui vive himself for any little snug thing of
the sort; as is also the jefe politico (chief of the
police).

Thievings.—This subject deserves a separaie
heading, for almost all the people here are born
thieves, il [ may so express myself; for they com-
mence the very moment they can usc their loco-
motives. This is the very curse of house or shop
keeping in Bagotd.  No matter how kind and lib-
eral you may be in your conduct towards your
domestics, they will piifer ; frequently taking, too,
things quite insignificant in themselves, though ac-
tually of much importance to you. I'or instance,
they will steal the lid of a coffee-pot, a carving-knife
without the fork, a door-key, a cream-pot from a fult
set, a soup-ladle, charcoal, woed, fragments of meat,
or anything they can possibly lay their hands on;
which will all disappear beneath the wantilla and
ruana Jike magic.  'This barbarous dress of the ru-
ana and mantilla seems to have been adapted peou-
liarly for their nefarious purposes. A shopkeeper
in the Calle Real must certainly be very much on
the alert against these suspicious articles of dress.
Scarcely a class is frec from this thieving propen-
sity whenever a strong temptaiion or onc of easy
execuation presents itselfl

I had, upon my first arrival in Bogota, made an
agrecment with two natives that they should lay
down the esteras or home-manulactured straw-
mats at about half what they at first asked me.
Upon paying the money into the hands of him who
secemed to be chief in the matter, he pronounced
the amount correct, after the reals were by myself
twice told over in the presence of {wo witnesses,
when 1 turned away into another room. In a
short time the rascal came running after me, vo-
ciferating that there were two reals wanting, and
that, consequently, he would lose the one and his
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companion the other. The felow: looked guilty,
and I comprehended at a glance that his purpose
was to cheat bis miserable partner out of the pal-
try real. I seized him at once by the neck, and
forced him to confess that the two. reals in ques-
tion were in the toe of his sandals, whence he dre

them forth instanter. '

No onc can possibly conceive the extreme vex-
ation caused by such a state of things, especially as
it prevails universally among the peones. I never
before knew a people In whom kind treatment and
liberal wages did net in some way form an attach-
ment to the interests and weifare of their employ-
ers, save thesc] My worthy landlord, the Seiior
Antonio Manriqucz, upon visiting me shortly after
being scttled in the house, actually held up his
hands in ulter amazement when he saw the keys
of some of the doors left in their placds. « But”
said I, “sefior, all are not surely the same? 1
treat them well and pay good wages,” The se-
nor’s short and comprehensive reply I have had
too strong reasons for crediting ever since. “ Se-
nor,” said he, “ esa gente son los mayores picarones
del mundo, y sin remedia” (these people are the
greatest rascals in the whole world, and there is no.
help for it). :

Both men and women are inveterate smokers,
the extreme cheapness of segars.placing them with-
in the reach of the poorest; forty 1o sixty can be
had for a single real. When visiting, you scareely
get seated before segars are handed round. The
unmarried ladies sometimes thrust into their mauths
the ignited end, as it is said that by this mode the
breath does not becomce so impregnated with the
fumes of the tobaceo. ’

On the 22d of Octoher, '36, we had a slight spe-
cimen of one of their bochincha’s, a revolution or
tumult, formerly popular here, and still so in other
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parts of South America. It bad its origin thus:

At the expulsion of those fathers of mischief, the
Jesuits, from the country, all their property was
at the time confiscated to the government. But
as muoch of their wealth was known to consist in
vesscls and images of gold and silver, some of them
set with precious stones of great value, many of
which were not forthcoming, a strict Jook-out was
kept. It was surmised that they were buried about
the convents, or left in trust with other orders of
monlis who were still toleraied in the country, and
who would, doubtless, make no seruples of receiv-
ing in charge what might never be reclaimed; espe-
cially as even the most liberal among them consider
1t sacrilegious in the government to scize upon any
article after it has been set apart for sacred pur-
poses. This scrutiny has been ever since observed
as well by individuals as by government; for the
one hall goes to him who ean give such informa-
tion as may lead directly to the discovery and pos-
session of any such treasurc. Well, such inform-
ation had been given by an elderly foreigner, re-
siding for some time in Bogotd ; a scheming sort of
fellpw, who called himself a IPrenchman, bat was
believed by some to have been formerly a Portu-
guese friar. At any rate, he spoke very fluently
the French language as well as the Spanish, knew
something of the Iinglish, and had a most gen-
tlemanly exterior. His information concerned a
thing of no less importanee than the custodia, in
which the Host is kept, of the church attached to
the Nnnnery and Seminary for Female Iducation,
sitated in the same street with the Mint, and near
the Plaza Mayor. This article was of the purest
gold, and completely studded with emeralds, ame-
thysts, rubies, topazes, and a few diamonds. The
materials were all the produce of the country,
and were sent to Italy for manufacture, and cost
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the order, it is said, in all, about sixty thousand dol-
Jars. If such was the case, the workmanship must.
have cost a heavy sum ; for, having inspecled. it
closely at the treasury office, where it how stands,
in company with a friend who was a jeweller, the
intrinsic value we concluded could nat. possibly ex-
ceed the sum of cightecen or twenty' thousand dol-
lars. "I'ne workmanship is admirable, as is also
the design: an angel robed and standing upon a
square pedestal of massy gold, and bearing up,
with both hands over her head, the crystal, sur-
rounded by an openly wrought glory, which con-
tains the Host; the rays being compictely formed
of precious stoues. The saperstitious belicve that,
by looking through this little round picce of glass,
every event of the future may be discerned.

The Governor of Bogotd, whose duty it was to see
to the matter, deeming the Frenchman's information
of sufficient consequence for immediale action, de-
spatched the treasurer of slate to seize upon and re-
tain the custodia until such time as the church might
be enabled to disprove the accusations brought
against it, and show cause why the government
should not hold the same as a part of the said eon-
fiscated property, as certain long-hidden documents,
now brought to light, went to show that such was
the case. But, long before the treasurer had started
on his mission, every approach to the church was
blecked up by thousands of men, women, and chil-
dren of the lowest order of the populace, who, armed
with knives, and paving-stones hastily torn up from
the street, threatened death to the sacrilegious hand
that would dare to approach the holy thing. The
treasurer then applied for a guard of soldiers, who
were also, for the time, withstood ; and thus closed
the firstday. 'L'he government, meanwhile; consults
ed how far they should carry out the measure, while
the servants of the priesthood were louder than ever
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in their threats and denunctations against the gov-
ernment, mixed up with cries of “ Muere 4 los-estran-
geros” {(Death to the foreigners)! This rabble-like
outcry for the indiscriminate murder of foreigners
was becaunse the informer himself happened to be-
long to this class. 1 was engaged in conversation
with two friends near the Cathedral steps, in the
Plaza Mayor, a litlle after sunset, when the above
fearful cry first struck my ears; and [ cannot de-
scribe the cold thrill of horror which shot through
my heart at the moment. It was not precisely the
fear of death, as pertaining alone to the parting of
soul and body, but it was the cause and manner of
it which was so appalling. 1 knew our number
was barely twoscore, women and all included; that
we were shut out from all communication with our
gallant covntrymen, and that there was no friendly
ghtp to receive us on hoard, as on the seacoast! No
earthly hope of relief, no prospect save to die by the
hands of a vile, bloodihirsty mob of blind bigots,
whose whole possé would not probably be a match
for one hundred brave souls, with sufficient arms
and a fair field for action. We were scattered; also,
over the whole city, and, had the carpage immedi-
ately followed the cry, could have concentrated in
no place of security until such time as the govern-
ment Lroops could have driven back the rabble
throng. That such a catastrophe was not our lot
was from no good-will the priesthood bore us; but
we owed our safety to the very prompt measures
used by government to restore and keep the peace.
‘They were not unprepared for such a state of things ;
bdt, in expectation thereof, had been quietly concen-
trating their forces before a single move in regard
to the custodia affair had been made. It was a
most wise policy in President Santander to suffer

the priests and their servitors to become fully en- -

tangled in their own meshes before driving them,
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back, so as to aflord an ample test of what might
hereafler be hoped for by the friends of social order
and reverencers of the laws. All that night the
mob kept guard by the church, where heaps of stones
were piled up by the women to serve as ammuni-
tion. At the same time sirong pickets of . lroops
were stationed over the city, the cavalry also re-
maining under arms, Yet no atlempt was made to
disperse the mob, while they, seeing such strong
evidences of vigilance and preparation on the part
of government, contented themselves with acling
solely on the defensive; and thus passed another
day. . o
As for myself, seeing how mattess stood, I depart-
ed quietly to my own residence, the doofs of which
were doubly barricaded, and we attended duly to
our arms, being convinced that we,miglht thus hold
out, for one night at Jeast, in a house like a castle,
where, by means of various windows and loopholes,
fear(u] odds were in our lavour, aided, as we wanld
have been, by excellent guns and keen visions, care-
fully selecting cur game, and nidding ourselves,of the
most noisy first. All the olher foreigners did the
same, confining themselves to their houses, and giv-
ing not the shghtest offence, even by looks: ' The
greatest confidence was placed by us all in the well-
known abilities ef General Santander lo bring every-
thing to aright issue. Major Holding, an American
who had -been here during the earthquake, when
Santander was vice-president under Bolivar, told me
that then, as now, the cry was raised of “ Death to
the Judies,” Jews; the uuniversal name given to
Protestants by this stupid people. It was started
by a priest, who, rushing upon the steps of the Ca-
thedral, raised the cross above his head, and de-
nounced the heretics then in the city as the cause
of the Almighty's displeasure in his afflicting them
with the eartbquake. The vice-president most
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promptly sent a supply of arms and ammunition to 2
strong house in the Plaza Mayor, into which the for-
wigners had mostly precipitately thrown themselves
upon the very first sound of the appalling cry, 7and
where they remained until order was restored.  'What
acomment! A government act.ual_}y warring against
their own people, and the principles upon which
they themselves profess to found their awhority!
prineiples which hold as strongly now as ever; viz,
the extermination of all lieretics, by any means, and
whenever it can be done with safety to themselves !
Abant nine o'clock of the second day.1 was re-
turning from breakfast to the city, in company with
two of my people, a Polish officer and young Mr.
Taylor, when it actually became nccessary for us
to pass a detached portion of the mob. We set
“about this as quickly and quietly as possible, neither
looking to the right hand nor o the lefl; but, when
directly opposite to them, they raised a cry of *“ Here
“come three Jews; let us kili them [ We did not
heed this, as it was spoken in rather a braga(}o'cla
sort of manner, and procceded on without noticing
it. Just, however, as our backs were fairly towards
them, Mr. Dubieski, the Pole, who was rather in the
tear, felt himsell struck by a stone on the hip; but
not severely, as it had evidently been thrown from
some distance. e thereupon instantly and fierce-
1y faced the throng, and, advancing a few paces, with
no other weapon in his possession than a small um-
“ brella, boldly demanded who it was that had thrown
the missile.  But, as no one replied, he continved,
“1 will kill the very first whom, by sign or token,
I have reason to ge]ieve is a party in the ag-
ression !’ Every head was cast down; and al-
though I really trembled for what might be the con-
sequences of the brave Pole’s rashness, it was amu-
sing to witness the chop-fallen, gallows-like expres-
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sion which appeared_in every face there. We re-
ceived no farther molestation, .

When the mob were at the very top of their fury,
the archbishop attempted to pacify them ; while
they thronged before his house, which was nigh to
this church, in the saine street, and called upon him
to anathematize the government and protect their
holy religivn, which, they contended, was about to
be most horribly polluted, the archbishop told them
“that what they required of him was not his to
grant ; that the governor acted in accordance with
the laws which they themsclves had framed ; that
for them (o disperse, and rewrn quielly to their
homes and business, was the best they could do, and
leave this matier to him, who, inost certainly, would-
see that the cuswodia was properly disposed of, heing
notonly in itsell a most Lioly thing, but of very great
value to the church to which 1 belonged. But
should i, upon proper trial, be found to be confis-
cated property, it would then be perfectly clear that
it belonged to the state, and all further nterfercnce
on his part must end.” ‘

But this harangue only tended to exasperate them
the more; and they even went so far as to throw cut
threats, coupled with oaths, in the very teeth of oné
before whom, in calmer moments, they humbly pros-
trate themselves in the strcet as he passes; nay, kiss
thewvery prints of his footsteps! They next thundered
along to the palace, where Santavder haravgued them
from the balcony, using expressions similar to those
of the archbishop ; telling them to go to their gov-
ernor, ““as it was a provincial affair, and not belong-
ing to the chief exccutive.” So they cursed him
also, and, flourishing their knives, swore they would
“drink his blood as soon as he left that house,”
meaning when his term of office should expire.

It was generally thought that the archbishop and
one or 1wo of the better informed clergy went hand

Q
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in hand with the government; bul the mass of ihe
priests and friars kept entirely aloof to all appear-
ance, although it never will be known what were
their secret movements, nor how it came that the
people were thus stirred up lo insult so grossly their
excellent bishop, contemning all law and order in
the land. Probably these questions have been solved
long ago by the government; and a most fearful
trust is theirs to war against snch a dark and power-
ful counter-current as the whisperings of the tomb-
like confessional.

It was not until the third day, when the govern-
ment were folly prepared, and the numbers of the
mob had actually dwindled down 1o less than one
half, and they were pleasing themselves with the
secret but high hope that they had fairly intimidated
the government, that the cavalry might be seen scour-
ing the streets of all suspicious-looking persons, and
pricking others along with their latices to the prison-
house. And, moiwithstanding that a considerable
number of loungers still stood about the door of the
church, the treasurer alone, and without a single
soldier to gnard him, entered the place, and leisurely
removed the disputed property, without liaving a
single insult offered to him., Thus terminated the
Bochincha of the Custodia.

Religious Processions—Turing the great feasts
and holydays of the church, these arve stll kept up
in Bogotd with all the pomp and display possible.
In gazing out upon such an array of buffoonery, for
it merits no other name, 1t is difficult to realize that
the divine and glorious light of reasun, since she
found her purest, brightest helpmate, Christianity,
has already entered the nineteenth century of hec
blessed reign upon earth.. DBut what else can we
expect from a hierarchy which, until within a very
few years past, prohihited the females of this coun-
iry from receiving the very rudiments of education
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save within the walls of & nunnery, from which place
but few ever rejoined their fellows, and, when the
did so, came forth to the great world with under-
standings as warped and darkened as Jegaitical in-
genuity cotld possibly dccomplish. '

Semana Santa, or Holy Week, iz 4 time here of
the greatest importance in the church.  Business is
suspended, and the whole mass of the population,
arrayed in their very best costume, prepare to par-
ticipate in the festivities. The Calle Real, and olher
sireets through which the processions pass, are dec-
orated with trinmphal arches, with festoons of parti-
coloured cottons and silks, lowers and ribands ; as
are also the balconies and doorways of the shops
and dwelling-houses. The one thousand bells are
simultaneously made to send forth their discordant
peals at double gnick time, while rockets blaze,
ordnance lends its thunder, and all to usher in a
set of tawdry-dressed puppets, the handicraft of
which would have disgraced the “ Punch and Jud§”
times of ¢ Old King Cole.” What such skows may
be in Rome, I know not; perhaps the sublime art
of the sculptor and painter may modify their effects,
and reconcile the mind to receive other impressions,
and common sense be led captive through so fasci-
nating a medium; but in Bogol4 there is no such
danger, as I can testify. S

The different stages are termed “ pasos,” and vary
during the different days of the week till the ldst,
when all pass in procession together. They arg in-
tended to represent the birth, life, and passion of our
Saviour, agreeably to the Roman Catholic version,
Tnach church or convent furnishes vne or more of
the images, which are made of wax or wood, in the
most clumsy manner imaginable. They are nearly
as large as life, decked out to represent their partic-
ular characters, placed upon carpeted wooden plat-
forms, and are thus borne along on the sholders of
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men, who carry also stout staffs with iron crotches
on which to rest the machine ; this is done n case
ol 2 pause in \he procession, and 1o rest the bearers
themselves, as some of the images are of enormous
weight, requiring eight men to support them, who
fairly totter benealh their butden.

‘The dress of these men consists of a loose black

§own, enveloping the whole figure from head to
oot, with two round holes 1o peer throngh, a belt
fasteutng it around the waist. T'his is the same
style of dress precisely as was used by the fawiliars
of the Inquisition.  Often one may observe a well-
polished shoe and fine silk stocking appearing from
beneath this black covering.  "I'he men thus em-
ployed are penitents, who receive such work as
penance for some misdeeds,  Peones and all are put
upon this doty, the priests taking eare so to order
1t as to have a goodly number of these penitents
ready on such occasions, although the wealthy gen-
erally chense to buy themselves off, while some of
the more supersti:ious hope by their performance of
the work to merit a greater share of both heavenly
and priestly favour,  Alar-boys, and those who
swing the cansers containing the incense, wear bigh-
peaked hats and girdles of sackcloth,  All the va-
rious banners and symbols of the different chuiches
are borne along on this veeasion, and there is nothing
neglected that could possibly add to the superstitious
wonder and adoration of the gaping, illiterate mulii
tude.

Music, the only good thing they might muster on
the occasion, is almost entirely neglected.  Instead
of calling in tie aid of one of the fine military bands
to'drown the nasal twanging of the chois, the whole
of their instrumental music consists of a couple of
screeching violins, a flute er two, and a violoncello.
Flowers are showered down upon the images and
processions from the balconies of the houses by the
ladies, who crowd thither ro witness the ‘“ pasos.”
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‘On Monday, the affaic commenced with two of
these “pasos,” which were from the church of the
Franciscans, who gave personal atténdance. One
represented Christ upon the Cross, with the Holy
Mother and Mary Magdalen beside it -The other
was the Virgin, attired in a very Tich suit of mourn-
ing, a single figure. At the cuntlusion of the cere-
mony, these images were not returned on the same
day to their own church, but leflt all night in that
of Santo Domingo, where they are devoutly sup-
yosed o hold communion with the images af that
church! 'T'his is no idle report, but a plain and sel-
emn fact!! On the next day, these two orders of
carved saints are marched out together, and appa-
rently on the most amicable terms possible. .

Thursday and Friday ave the two greatest days in
the week; for then all the “ pasos” are out, and
among them I saw the following : Ist. Christ on the
Cross, a very fair design; 2d. Christ with the two
thieves ; 3d. Christ on the Cross, the Virgin, and
Mary Magdalen in scarlet velvet, bighly tinselled
and jewelled. But why they have chosen to give
light-coloured hair to the Holy Mother, théy best
know. 4th. Christ scourged by two most ‘efces-
sively grim-looking Roman soldters, into whose am-
ple mouths are stuck fwo segars. What an idea!
Segars in the year one! In accordance with this
most sage development of the facl that the scourgers,
of Christ smoked segars during their infliction of
those rude stripes, to testify their total want of feels
ing and seeming indifference to the crl_me_l,hey were
perpetrating, no one smokes segars in the sireets
while the processions are passing. :

Several of us foreigners were in a balcony. to-
gether at the time the * pasos” went by, when im-
mediately we all threw away our segars except Ma-
jor Holding, who retained his, although we urged
him to the contrary,  But 1 believe the bulk of the

Q2
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people were too intent on the procession to notice
it, and oaly two or three cried out, “ Miran al Judio”
(“ look at the Jew”). 5th, Chust before the doctors,
six in number; Gth. Christ after having been scour-
ged, St. Peter kneeling before him, with a huge key
stuck in his girdle; all very well excepting the key.
Tth. The bewrayal; Jndas in the act of kissing, and
Peter smiting off the servanl’s car, and two soldiers ;
8th. Christ bearing the Cross, the Virgin behind,
bearing the crown of thorns; Oth. Christ in the
judgment hall, crowned, with the reed in his hand,
and buffeted by two soldiers; very good. 10th.
Christ bearing his Cross, Simon the tanner, and a
Roman trumpeter, who also holds the rope which
binds the hands of Jesus; 11th. Christ extended
on the gronnd, in the act of being nailed to the Cross,
the two executioners mocking his sufferings, and
the Virgin and Mary Magdalen ; tolerably well de-
signed. 12th. A massive woeden cross, bormne on
‘alone, having s foot fixed in a mound of flowers
and evergreens, with a white napkin suspended over
the orossbar; the only appropriate and touchin

“ paso” of the whole, and the one best calculated to
recall lo the mind that sad, yet blessed event. Yet,
coupled as this sight was with a score of others,
whose sole tendency is to excite pity and contempt
for such grave mummerics, its good effects were
almost eompletely lost. 131h. A second cross of
similar design, but much smaller, and painted black ;
14th.. The Virgin alone, under a eanopy of black
velvet, her dress of the same material ; very good,
had it not been for the intrusion of a misshapen-
faced cherubim, which, midway wp, supported her
train.  15th. "The bloody sweat of Gethsemane, the
two disciples asleep, Here, too, the thing in itself
was pretty fair; but who contd resist the st.ri)ng incli-
natton to indulge the risible faculties on witnessing,
at the same time, as a representation of one of the
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heavenly host ministering to the Saviour’s wants, a
figure, about the size of a large wax doli, with a
chalice in its hand, perched upon ane fobt on the top
of a little boxwood bush, meant 1o represciit a large
tree ! 16th. Christ before Pilate’s jndgment seat,
an attendant with a basin and ewer, and 1wo other
figures; tolerable. 17th. Christ scourged, second
copy; 18th. Descent from the Cross, five figures;
19th. The Iost, barne by five canons of the €athe-
dral, a representation of a temple, two feei high at
least, in massive silver.  20th. Santa (I forget her
name) holding up the bleody white handkerchief
with which the Saviour had” wiped his face, with
three impressions of it in blood ! '

These * pasos” have been c¢lassed, not according
to historical order, but as they passed in sticcession
before me.” There may be several others, but these
mentioned ave all of any note, with the exception of
the 21st and last, which is not brought out from
the Cathedral wotld Triday. It is the sepulchre,
with Christ jaid within, and Joseph of Arimathea
standing by, while two others oecupy aplacein a
stooping position at the head and foot of the tomb.,
This is shaped something like an ovdinary bathing-
tub, having heavy silver bars running up and down
the sides, and is cased with the firiest tortoise-shell,
I was extremely sorry 1 could not get a nearer view
of it, but am satisfied it is of admirable workman-
ship and-of great value.

On the supposed day of the crucifixion, every
anc who can do so dresscs in while and wedrs the
gayest colours. The gentlemen put on.white vests
and white pantaloons ; and this custom is supposed
to have reference to the multitude who rejoced at
his death. The military are all out, and head the
processions with reversed arms and muffled drums,
while a edmpany of them are dressed for the occa-
sion in the uniform of Roman lictors. On Friday a
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different scene is presented, all appearing in deep
mourning. Not a bell gives forth its customary
sounds ; the clacks do not even strike tl_ne hours.
In the afternoon the military parade the city, pass-
ing from church to church, as if searching for the
body of which they had charge in the sepulchre.
At night the clurches arc atl decked ont and illu-
minated in the most splendid manoer, and there the
search for the body is still continued.  On Saturday
morning, at ten o’clock, I attended at the Ca}lhedral
to witness the ¢ rending in twain of the veil of the
temple,” said to be well represented; but amore bun-
gling piece of theatrical pageantry could not be per-
petrated. A drop curtain of the most ragged, dirty
silk was suspended the whole depth of the church,
running in front of the great altar, which it entirely
concealed ; the rent in the centre, where the great
bubble was to burst, being quite apparent. After
a very prolotiged servioe, tie archbishop himself
officiating, sundry movements gave potice of the
near approach of this great catastrophe, when,
whew | the bells, crackers, and rockets all explo-
ded some moments too soon; and the tawdry silk
curtain was jerked aside by the altar-boys as close
upon the heels of this din as possible. Truly a
most wretched affair.  Now the bells made up for
this day or two’s silence; and onc might descry,
far and near, up in the various pigeon-hole-like
places, the bell-ringers tugging away as if their life
depended on their hard pulling, Next to a bo-
chincha, bell-ringing is certainly a Bogotano's [orte.

Alfter thig service came the blessing of the bap-
tismal font, which is placed near the great front
door of the Cathedral. Such a rush then took place
as I will not soon forget ; each individual endeav-
ouring to obtain a small pertlion of the water in
cups or tumblers, as they believe it to be very effi-
cacious in the cure of diseases, in keeping away
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evil spirits, for consecrating themselves, 4nd ‘a host
of other things. 1 believe they can baptize wilhi it;
also, in the absence of a priest. ' st
June 3d. « Corpus Christi” is rather the gayest
of all their festivals here. The streets and houses
are much more tastefully decorated than during thé
“Semana Santa.” Jufact, this is the period for no-
thing more nor less than the tarning of the church:
es inside out, il I may use such an expression; for
their finest paintings are all hung up along the
streets, where each chureh erects covered altars,
in which they deposite their patron saint, and vari-
ous devices emblematical of their particular order.
Private individuals also bring out their paintingy
on this secasion.  As the processions move along;
aservice is performed in front of each of these al
tars. A troop of maskers precede ail.  Why and
whercfore they are thus attached to this rcligious
ceremony, I could not learn from any of my Bogoté
friends, The first of these were dressed to repre-
sent native Indians at the time of the corquest by
the Spaniards, while they played on an ancient war-
fifs and drum of the country, and whacked away
at each other with short clubs in a game like ¢ sin-
gle-stick,”  Little children were also dressed up
to take a part in the spectacle, and leaped and
chanted, ns they followed the car of the Virgin, ad-
mirably well. I observed some most interesling
facos among them. These latter “ pasos” were well
worth seeing, inasmuch as the images were all
flesh and blood, and consisted, too, of the most
beautiful children in the ecity or neighbourhoed.
The two little girls who enacted Judith and her
maid (having the head of Holofernes) were truly
like beings of another world ! So fair their faces |
so elegant their attire | ' S
A description of one or two of thege altary may
give some farther insight into the customs and snan:
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nerd of this strange people. That of the Cathedral
had for its principal figure a full-length statue, in-
tended for the pope, dressed up in his robes of office;
and at his feet,low crouched down, were three naked
figures, all of equal size, having the faces of demons,
their glistening, malicious eyes turned up 10 his
holiness with a fearful scowi; but he did not ap-

éar to nolice them, as he gazed towards hecaven,
and they were apparently ready to avert their
looks the instant the attention of their most potent
master was fixed upon them. In order to repre-
sent the extreme ease with which his holiness con-
trolled three such savage-looking wretches, there
were attached to cach of their thick necks a piece
of slender riband, its end fastened to a f{eather,
‘which was held in the pope’s hand ; thus leading
at his will these representations of Calvin, Luther,
and Arius, and whose names appeared written un-
derncath ; certainby not for the benefit cf their own
stupid population, a sixteenth part of whom cannot
read at all!

« Feathers and ribands !" exclaimed I, aloud, to
Colonel Biddle, of Philadelphia, *no !’ nor yet
racks, dungeons, the sword, the demoniacal fires
of the auto-da-fé, nor the whole paraphernalia of
the merciful Church of Rome, could ever bow neck
or knee of the glorious spirits of the Reformation |
St. Peter was also here with his keys of office,
and the scriptural sentence from which he draws
his claim to their possession written in letters of
silver under his feet. In a wing at the side of the
altar was an odd representation of Nebuchadnez-
zar under sentence of expulsion from his fellows
while all of him that cotld be seen was a long pro-
truding tail and a face like a monkey’s; the rest of the
body being swallowed up among moss, grass, and
evergreens. -'Then there was the altar of the little
church of “Bgypto” or Egypt, which represented
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Moses and the plague of the frogs, but which boré
more resemblance to sea-crabs than frogs. They:
were composed of pasteboard, and were represent-'-:"
ed climbing up bedposts, into dishes and water-
tanks, A regularly sct table was afforded for their
nccommodation ! After the car with the Virgin
came a body of infantry. 'The president wag rich-
ly attired, as during the Scmana Santa, in a gener-
al’s coat, with smallclothes of drab-coloured cloth
sitk stockings, and pumps; and looked extremeI);
well,

All the oflicers, civil and military, are obliged to
atlend these processions. Bauners of variou;kinds
arc often borne by the first young men in the place
who solicit the hopour.  Butnow comes the might);
finale ! Ilear it, oh ye republicans, limited mon-
archists, and every lover of frecdom throughout the
world, and sce that ye guard well your own hap-
picr shores from the like insult]  This procession,

arriving opposite the Church of Santa Domingo, in

the Calle Rteal, halted for a while, the troops com-
Pletely lining both sides of the street; and here the
national standard of the Republic of New-Grenada
was, nall due form and ceremony, prostrated on the
ground at the feet of the archbishop, who, in pres-
ence of the whole assembled citizens of Bc:got the
chief of the nation, ministers of state, cahons ot: the
church, with the Host clevated, and al{ the priest-
hood chanting their loudest, trampled over it| ~ He
then blessed it, and returned it to its proper officer !
Upon the 19th of this same nonth, Sunday there
was held a great “fiesta” at the chwch af “ Our
Mother of Snows;” when maskers again made part
of the procession, the best among whom was a “ John
Bull” and one or two old women. The fellow who
represented his Satanic majesty created o small dé-
gree of merriment by his use of a pair of old knee-
breeches. 'The most interesting thing in the whole
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procession was the sight of two little gidls, abo‘u‘t the
ames of seven and eight, who bore along the Ark
of the Covenant.” Such beautiful and ardess fa(_;els
suited well the station.  The out-door aitars, which
were on this day erccted around 1his chgrci.l,dwelre
truly bungling aflairs ; some o'fl,hem contained daubs
Ly native arlists of Pauls journey (o Damascus,
&e.  Beautiful young girls, most richly and apprﬁ-
priately robed, represeuted the pope, King David,
Pharaoh’s daughter, and the Virgin, &c.

All Saints’ Day, too, creates a great sur amm(lig
these peuople, masses of whoql pour along tow;qlfi s
the two churchyards on the skirts of the town. T'he
first and best Jaid out of which, and where the richer
sort bury, is close 1o the Protestant oue, 1an(£; 15
strongly walled in.  The other lies out by the San
Victorina, enclosed by a low mud wall, and prcsegn*
ing an appearance the very opposile to .l.hat 0 'a
« Pare la Chaise.” T know it matters but little what
place the body occupics after the spirit that anima-
ted it has taken its flight ; but if surviving Christian
friends think it going too far to deck the tomb in all
the * porap and pride of scuiptured urn or_.afmna(j
ted bust;” in places where pleasant avenues ap
delicious odours form a haunt of fairy mould tempt
the mourner to linger out a portion of each day by
the spot which contains the sad rermains of the dear
departed one, surely, on the other h_:m(l, an absence
of all order, and decency, and attentian to the proper
disposal of the remains of the nearest of friends,
while it argues a want of refinement of character,

oes not a litle way to reclothe the grave with many
of those feelings of horror and disgust which Churis-
tianity, through her exaltiag, purifying, and Bn}no(i
bling influences, as wel externally as otherwise, ha
banished from the heart of man by beauufully hal-
lowing this, the body’s [ast yesting-place.

It was to the last mentioned of these two church-
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yards, then, that some fricnds conducted mic. The
relatives of those who lie in the richer ground have
masscs said at the churches for the repose of their
souls ; but with those in this one it is different:
True, a great general mass, which is paid for by
public contributions, 1s said this day in the Cathe-
dral, but this Is yot considered so beneficial to the
sufferer in purgatoery as if said for bim in particular,
even though it be but a single prayer muttered above
the grave by a simple friar.” We entered the church-
yard from a ficld adjoining the Camino Real, pass-
ing throngh a low gateway crowded by people, who,
wilh uncovered heads, were listening attentively to
a priest of San Diego as he chanted forth some
Latin passages. We passed on and stood within
the walls, for you can say no more of a plain field
where not a single headstone was visible, and scarce-
ly the little wooden cross which pious Catholics in
every other conntry sill find means to plant at the
head of the deparied.  Ilooked for tha green grass
mound which at least should have marked the bu-
rial-places, but not one was to be seen.

The only thing which showed it to be a “ place
of graves” was the loosened carth and stones which
told each spot where lay the mouldering remains ;
while quantiies ol human bones and sculls wére
scattered about, and we saw an ugly cur licking and
snulltng at one of these last ! S

The graves of sucli as had been dead ouly a few
months were easily recognised by friends, but not
so those of older dates, as we observed ‘more than
once considerable indecision evinced by parties in
pownting out the particular spot, while the friar's im-
patience to have them come to a conclusion, that he
might finish his short prayer and be in readiness for
a new set ol customers, was ridiculous enough.
The price paid by these poor people for each 'iass
could not have been much; but I believe thal, until

R
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some fixed sum had been deposited, the mass could
not proceed, as we overheard a man and two females
earnestly imploring some acquiintance or fiiend m
the crowd of lookers on to give them three cuartil-
los (nine cents) to make up what was still lacking of
the ghostly shriver's demand. The crowd was 1m-
mense, while the thoreughfare to it was thronged
for nearly the whole day.

As we regained the field beyond the walls we saw
two friars dividing a small lot of silver, and chuck-
ling away as they indulged in some seemingly damn-
sing colloquy.

Bullfights generally take place at the * fiestas;”
and on no one occasion had my expectations been
more on tiptoe than to witness this preat national di-
vertisement ; but 1 found that all of that ancient spir-
it which had onee annnated these scenes was now
completely dead; which change was owing partly
to the restrictions imposed ou the manner of the lists
by government, and as much, perhaps, to the cow-
ardice of the population-—these half-breeds being but
wretched substitules for the chivalric hidalgo race
of the pure Spanish blood. However, what is lack-
ing in one point is amply made up 1o the lover of
fun in another; for a more ludicrous scene than 1hat
which a bullfight presents in the capital of New-
Grenada now cannot well be imagined. To ren-
der the description still more so, it will be necessary
for the reader to bear closely in mind that all is
done in sober earncst, and that it is attended with
the same expense, prelimmaties, and show of cour-
age as when it took place a full century ago before
the Spanish viceroy and his court.

In the square of the San Victorina, for three
days previous to this memorable oceasion, a num-
ber of carpenters, both natives aud forcigners,
had been employved in pulling up uwnd throwing
into shape about twoscore clumsy tents or booths,

BOGOTA. 195

many of which were fitted up with a second floor,
and forms for the accommodation of spectators.
A strong circular paling, into which the bulls were
admitied, and which surrounded the enclosure, ran
along the borders of these. A guard of soldiers
was stationed to preserve order, and perhaps life,
if, perchance, the ferocious animals should prové
too desperate for the brave picadores. Lobts of
small. gaming-tables were disposed all around, and
segars, aguardiente, dulees, and pretty women as
abundant as strawberries in June, A friend gave
me a seat in one of the booths, where one could
await very comfortably the « fast-coming events.”
A most incongruous mullitude of horsemen wére
now in possession of the enclosure, dressed after
cvery fashion, from the peon with the ruana of
four reals up to the cachaco, or imitator of for-
cign equipment. They of the ruanas had gener-
ally the lasso at the saddie-bow, although there
were a goodly number without that or any saddle
at all. A bridle of twisted hide was all they used,
with the stout application of their black, naked feet
to the animal’s sides. Thus, with thelr conical-
shaped straw hats drawn closely over their eyes
to securc them from falling, they scoured up and
down, in company with “los otros caballeros” (the
other gentlemen). Now all eyes are sirdined to-

. wards the point where the enraged animal is ex-

pected to enter. The caballeros are huddled to-
gether as if in earnest consultation ; and occasion-
ally they of the stirrup raise themselves theroin, and

aze fearlessly out beyond the thiekly-set hedge
formed by the heads of the pedestrians, while ever
and anon comes galloping in some doughly cou-
rier from the place of Lulls, and a fregh agitalion
among the heads and a rising up in stirrups tnkes
place again, while those of the bare backs follow
suit as they best can. TFair eyes light up with re-

#
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doubléd brilliancy, and the next moment the loud
shout of *torre, torro” (bull, bull) ascended in
hearty carnest from at least ten thousand throats !
But no * torro” made its appearance, and the alarm
thus given proved false, as it did subsequently in
two or three other instances. After waiting at
Jeast an hour and a half, a veritable * torro” was
actually espied cautiously advancing towards the
lists, stoutly sccured by lwo strong lassos. At
this time the number ol caballeros in the ring had
suddenlv dwindled down to about ten or twelve,
with three or four pedestrians. :
As yet, all the notions I had gathered from books
relative 10 this sport were completely at variance
with everything I now saw. Nor could I in any
way make out why so many people remained with-
in the enclosure.  Welll there the poor © torro”
erambulated uvp and down the avena, without
Fouking cither Lo the right or lef, his whole ap-
pearance betokening the most abject servility 5 and
1t is even yet a puzzie to me to conjecture where
so tamne an animal of the kind could have been pro-
curced, as [ never saw one like hire on these plaing
unless he had been accustomed to the harness.
TYwo or three cabulleros now allempted to vex
him, but it was “no go;” “he wouldn’t be vexed
no how,” for along time. Tire-crackers, however,
did the business, and cracked him off’ at last; and
away he bounded in most gallant style, head down
and heels up. It was now a glorious spectacle to
see the scamnpering of another sort among the ca-
balleros and footmen in the ring.  The latter, in an
instant, were on the safe side of the enclosure, while
the horsemen huddled hastily together in the cen-
tre of the place, and called lustily to those on the
outside to draw off the bull’s attention from them
by the display of a red ruana. This had the effect
of keeping the animal in play until a {resh impetus

|
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was given him ; and then was repeated thg same
sort of mock heroisin, the military band playing,
and the crowd cheering all the while.

- ‘When one animal becomes so tired out as not to
be squibbed into action any longer, a fresh one of the
same sort Is admitted ; the whole matter appear-
ing like a game at hide and seek, and a mode of
ascertaining who could run the fastest and keep
himscif the most secure.  Occasionally the monhot-
ony of the scene was partially relieved by the ball's
making a sudden rosh at one of his cowardly tor-
mentors,  Then the fright of the poor wretch,
added to his vehement crics for help, werd ludis
crous enongh, although it might have been: appa-
rent to any one that, by simply wheeling his horse
upon the tame beast, the animal would have bton
much more alarmed than the chivalrous picadore
himself.

A lhandkerchief at this moment was aceidentally
dropped into the arena by a lady from one of the
hooths ; and an Indian servant, who had clambered
down by one of the posts to restore it 1o her, hadal-
ready sccured the article, and was just in posses-
ston of a footing on one of the cross:rails of the
booth 11 order to reascend, when “ sefior torro” ¢s-
pied him, and was instantly upon him.  ‘The érowd
cried out, some to ascend, others to stay where he
was; but little time was giveo to (hiitk of éither;
for, in less than a moment, whack ! came the bull’s
horns, aimed directly behind him, and ‘actually ina
denting the railing on each side of the Indian’s leg.
‘T'he animal being now called off, the poor fellow
lost no time 1n effecting his escape. 1 must observe
that the wise precaution of cutting off the tips of
the bull’s horns s always taken bofore commencing
the game. - N

Sometimes the “fight” assumes goother featurey.
A broad band is tightly sirapped around the budy of

R2
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the bull close to his fore-shoulder, and then he is
held fast until mounted by some daring fellow, who
holds on stoully by this band. 1 saw a negro per-
form the feat while at the “fiesta” at usugasuga
on my route to Pandi, and there was more sport in
this than in all the labonred fuss exhibited in the
capital. The strange, unequal motions of the ani-
mal, which tried, by every means in its power, to
throw its tormentor, as the latter tossed and tum-
bled about on his back ltke a ship in a high sca, was
fan enough. 'The buil sncceeded m throwing him
twice; but, somehow, with the help of a ruana or
two, the negro escaped unhurt, and in a moment
was up and remounted.

"Thus, without spear, rapier, or poniard, de they
in New-Grenada still manage to keep up this sport,
before as great crowds, and, apparent]y, with as much
hilarity as when, in other days, the cries of ¢ viva,
viva” rent the air upon each siiccessive death of--no
matter which—either “ torro” or “ caballero.”

These people are also passionately fond of fire-
works, and the government gives two exhibitions of
the kind anauvally; one in the Plaza Mayor, the
other in the San Victoriva. I was informed that
this custom has now become so firmly established,
and the people so enthusiastic in regard to such
representations, that to suppress them might excite
a revolution! '

"This government has succeeded admirably in cut-
ting down the humber of religivus feasts and holy-
days. From being about fifty or sixty there are not
now more than one fourth the number. In conse-
quence of so wise a measure, no doubt the most
beneficial results must soon become apparent in the
more wholesome condition of the labuuring classes,
and in the improvement of business generally, al-
though much elamouring is yet heard, very frequent-
ly from labourers, seeking leave of absence in order

e et
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to keep up old customs. The power of setting these
follies aside was obtained from his holiness at Rome,
whom for this act I heard stigmatized as being * but
half a Christian.”

When ail the old holydays were in full vogue, it was
almost impossible to do any kind of business here,
and a poor person could never save one penny of his
earnings. As various manufactures were started in
the counury, it was found utterly impossible to con-
duct thern to advantage. Take, for instance, 2 pot-
tery; when, after some processes of the manufacture
have reached a certain state, the breaking off of one
single day would totally destroy operations that cost
some hundreds of dollars. On sueh occasions a
person could not travel, receive attendance from ser-
vants, nor, in fact, do anything but gape out upon a
whole population engaged in unmeaning muramer-
ies, gaming, and idleness of every kind. Mexico
and other parts of South America are uctually groan-
g under an evil {rom which, ef all others comi'med,
springs the most fruitful cause of demoralization and
effeminacy. Cock-fighting is at present at a dead
stand in Bogotd. Not a single thing of the sort
took place during my vesidence there.

The Iinglish residents, when more numerous than
at this time, had gone some lengths in introducing
horse-races; but no such thing is practised there at
present,
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CHAPTER VI.

Vicinity of Bogotd.—Ascent to Montserrate and Guadaloupe.—
Falls of Tiquendama.—Indian Made of Fowling.—- Fusagasuga.
—DBridge of Pandi.—Fashionable Country Resorts of the 13ego-
tanas.—Trip to Guaduas.—Attack on the Family of 'almar,
and Description of the Estate.—Aurival of Col. Biddle.—TPro-
ceedings regarding the Panama Question.—Santander,

Avrnoven divested of highly cultivated fields and
gardens, of wooded avenues, and those tall, towering
forest-trees which add such grace to the majesty of
monntain scenery, yet, to the (rue lover of nature,
there is much to admire in the walks and views in

thé immediate vicinity of the city. The finest of

thesc may Dbe considered the *Bocarron” (big-
mouth) or great pass, throngh which the clear waters
of the litile *“San Augustine” come hounding down
into the city, formed by the giant heads of the two
guardian lulfs of Bogota, the (ruadaloupe and Mount-
serrate.

'These mountains, as T have before mentioned, lie
directly in reidr of Bogotd; the summit of Guada-
loupe being 1790 feet above the plain, rising up in
an almost perpendicular direction. 1o order to gain
the pass, you go by Bolivar's Quinta, whici, in-
dependent of its vicinity to the Bocarron, the as-
socialions il awakens, as linked with the memory
of one of the greatest of modern commanders, will
ever recommend il to slranger as well as citizen.
It is a2 small, but neat cottage-built house, with
piazzas extending all around,” Tlie rooms are in
the same wretched bad taste as in the city, and I
have seen an English cotter’s garden laid out in
much better order than the one attached to this es-
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tablishment, and, at the same lime, of quite as large
dimensions.  The litle beauty the grounds may.
once have possessed is fast fading away, for want
of proper care. The place now belongs 1o the
Sefnor Paris, of the Ilmerald Mines, and is said to
have been presented 10 him by the liberator himself.
Leaving the city, a smooth, pretty road of grad-
ual ascent leads you, at the termination of fificen
minutes’ walk, to ihe very gorge of the ravine itself.
This affords a very great Sunday haunt for bathers
and idlers of all sorts.  One can be alone there at
scarcely no hour of the day during the summer
season. ‘The narrowest part of the ravine is about
cighty feet; while the sieep, rocky sides of the 1wo
mountains, which appear to have been once united,
risc perpendicularly up, and drip with water from
the numerous springs with which they are filled.
Moss, a few siunted shrobs, and a long dry grass is
all the vegetation visible.  The river itsell is pecu-
liarly beawtiful, winding along through deep green
banks of mossy softness, and lincd with numerous
flowering shrubs, which furnish food for quaniines
of the most beautiful humming-birds, whose atry.
gambols 1 have watched for hours together as I sat
musing in some chosen spot in the neighbourhood.
A narrow mule-path, leading to the couniry beyond
this Bogotd range of hills, follows the siream, and,
for 1wo miles or more, presents the ost perfectly
romantic and picturesque view imaginable.

Accompanied by two friends (all duly prepared
with only scrip and staff, being the most smilable
mode for making a pilgrimage to the Hermitage of
the Montserrate), I set out early on the morning of as
sweet a day as ever gladdened the heart of a travel-
ler. No wild extremes of heat and cold, sunband
cloud, wind and calim, break in upon the paradisiacal
uniformnity of climate of a Bogota June. 'The ascent
is, on the side of the cily, very casy at first, wind-
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ing over a barren soil, plentifully interspersed with
naked pranite of a light gray cast. Midway up, the
task of ascending has hut barely commenced ; and
frequent stops must be made by the very stoutest
in order “to blow a bit,” which stops can be mast
profitably employed in gazing down and around upon
the country at your feet, the appearance of which
grows rpore amf more picturesque the higher you
ascend.

In the sides of the mountain are built little cells,
‘where anchorites or penitents dwelt, and pilgrims
frequenty rested the might.  One rocky seatis all the
furniture each of these contains. Innumerable little
wooden crosses fill the entrances, some of which
scem to have been but racently put up, in order to
commemorate the ascent of the pious or curious
like ourselves. Higher up still, the mountain be-
comes more fertile.  Here are to be seen tall shrubs
and the most beautiflully-coloured mosses, watcred
by cternal springs, which press soft bencatl the feet.

At this point the path, after energing from a
sinall ravine, evidently the Led of the 1lorrent in
the rainy season, brought us suddenly upon such a
part as here described. It wound in the most cir-
cuitous manner up the mountain, and was no wi-
der than the narrow bed in some hanging garden.
Here we found a fine spring, at which we seated
ourselves, and drank the health of those little fairies
who must surely preside over so enchanting a spot;
for if the litile green-kartled gentry dwell anywhere
in this degenerate age, it must indced be here,
where no mischievous youngsters can molest them
by throwing pebbles and dirt into the eyes of the
tiny and invisible brotherhsod. We met here a
caballero on horscbaclk, with his dog and gun, who
said he had been to the top in quest of game,  The
only game we could ¢spy were a few little hum-
ming-bicds.

s
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The ascent cost us nearly an hour of pretty hard
work, and it frequently requires almost one and
a half. 1In this zigzag mavner much ground is
necessarily travelled over. The liule hermitage,
which looks so white and neat from the base of the
mountain, does not improve, like its great supporter,
upon a nhearer acquatntance ; but is discovered Lo
be a wmisshapen, ruinous old building, and not
worthy of even a passing rcmark, save the cxpres-
sion of wonder, which Immedialely occupics the
mind upon reaching it, at the deal of expense and
tot] they must have been at in rearing it! and for
what purpose? "I'e make fools climb up as an aét
of devotion! Sad stories are told of the wonted dis-
sipation of the monks here.

A great fiesta used formerly to be held once a
I{Far ou the smmmit, and is still panially kept up,

o religious order live here now, but service is
occasionally performed hy an order {rom the city.
An Indian family, who occapy a wing of the build-
ing, is left in charge of the place; but they had not
the keys of the church; so we climbed to a window,
and saw that the interior was in even a worse con-
dition than the outside.  Tuis provided with a small
belfry and bells, the sound of which, when heard
from below, has a singular eflect.  Here also stands
a gallows, which was formerly used for the execu-
tion of criminals of some sort.  On these occasiony
the body, dangling in the aiv at this height, must
have been ternfically visible on a clear day to the
whole cily. The area of this summit may possibly
measure about three acres of very good seil, not a
foot of whiclt is cullivated by this lazy India#} family.

Iiven a fine plot, the former garden of {he con-
vent, walled in, and hanging down on the sunny
side of the mountain in {ront of the hermitage; has
been suffered to fall into complete ruin! a butich or
two of pinks, and a few ragged rose-|réékiure all



204 BOGOTA.

that now remain of what once must have been a
most rarc and beautiful spot, under the superintend-
ence of the Padres. A pretty close illustration,
‘this, of the trite but true old adage, ** Lazy people
tuake the most pains 7 I am surc almost any other
description of rational beings wouud have preferred
the trouble of making the spot around them produce
the few common vegetables they required, to lugging
themn up a steep mountain of 1600 fect, ;

It is a great wonder, indeed, that so very few Oﬁ
the forcigners of taste who have resided jo Bogots
should have visited a spot which would so amply
have compeusaled them for any litle tronble en-
countered n the ascent.  T'he view is most grand
and wnique.  Qu approaching, in frdnt, 1o the ve;y
verge of the monntain's brow, am_i Jeaning upémll ¢
parapet or low wall shich closes in the flagged plat-
form extending the length of the hermitage, one
can look down upon the city, whcre. it appears
dwindled down {o a perfect nuniature size as it lies
far below. '

People look like rats crossing the Plaza Mayor,
and the whole interiors of convent and private yards
open up like the squares npon a chesshoard. ~ Be-
yond lies the plain, like a Jarge Jake, with its am-
phitheatre of hiMls, in whose perfect symmetrical
sweep the eye cannot discern a single break.  Yon
thick and misty cloud, ever hovering over the same
‘spot, points oul the deep-falling waters of the
Tiquendama. Farther to ihe right lies the Zipa-
quira range.  To theleft, Guadalospe liﬂs_ils head,
still far above her humble sister. The view from
the rear is dreary enough.  You look dewn upon
onc litlle shorl valley, while beyond, as far as the
cye can reach, rises a succession of mgged_, bharren
bills, piled one upon anothier; and, when wilnessed
in the cloudy, lempestuous month of August, the
time I made my second ascent on purpose Lo view
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the change of scene, is one of indescribable and
terrific grandeur. At that time we had chosen our
day, when low, heavy white clouds hung even mid-
way down the mountain; sometimes they were
hurriedly broken up by a strong wind, which, enter-
ing the decp gorge of the Bocarron, drove the whirl-
ing masses far out into the plain below, thus affording
one short glunpse of the litile white hermitage over
head ere another cloudy covering obscured the
scene.  As the wind cune from the rearward, we
{elt but hittle of it until we had gained the summit;
and, after rising the first two or three hundred feet
from the base, we saw nothing more of the city
until some time after we had been on the top.  The
misty vapour quite saturated our hair and clothes,
and we felt extromely chilly and disagraeable. Oc-
casional blinks of sunshine grected us at the top,
yel the air was excessively damp and cold, and we
would have willingly given a round peseta for the
use of an Iadian ruana for about half an howr or so.
We had substituted bandanas for hats, as the wind,
which rushed past us in violent gusts, requiring
nearly all our strength to keep upright, would have
vendered the laiter entircly unmanageable. The
view then presented in the rear of the mountain
beggars all description. It must be sten to be
properly felt and appreciated.

I' looked around for my two companions; and
they were actually struggling for breath in the teeth
of the violent wind.  Indeed, the whole three of us
might have served as no bad personifications of
Macbetl’’s witches, with this single exception, that,
had “rude Boreas” taken it into his head to puff us
from ofl our narrow foothold, there would have been
strong doubts of our ability to land at the bottom of
the ravine quite as easily ‘as if we had been those
disimbodied spirits.  One of our party must have
thought of this, for, when a blast still stronger than

S
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any of the preceding came upon W5, he threw bim-~
self upon the ground unti} it had passed over. On
came the eddying masses of cloud and vapour,
separated and tossed into every shape as they were:
dashed against the bleak pgray peak _of.s_omr: of the
hundred hille behind vs.  Inexact similitude o the
dc{)p long waves of ocean, you might here watch
the rise and progress of cach heavy mass of vapour,
as for some distance 1t came rvolling onward 1n
smooth unbroken way, until, wihirled agains} l.h’e
sides of a highcr mathiain thaa Fh_at_ from which it
rose, it became scattered and disjointed, and lost
amid the misty sea. 'I'be peaks of these bills, alter-
nately visible as they were through this troubled
atmosphere, with their dark heads reared to the very
Bky, appeared in truth the genit of the storm, at
whose dread command the tempest-clad legions of
the vapoury waste came fonth to whirl and rage
before them.

Afier warming ourselves Ly the fire which the
Indians bad kindled, we descended by the path by
which we had come up; thus faring better than on
our present aseent, al which tine we were foolhardy
enough 1o aitempt returning by the back of the
mountain, washed as it was by the river. Few or
none had ever ventured this way, as there was no
regular path, and the descent was more perpen-
dicular and rocky, and, conscquently, the footing, at
best, but very precarious.

We began by keeping along a sharp rocky ridge,
whiclt runs out from the hermitage toward the
ravine for about forty yards, when we siruck off to
the ITeft, and were making a vapid and tolerably casy
descent, when our farther progress was for a mo-
mment ayrested by finding ourselves on the brow of
a perpendicular fedge of rocks, which, not without
a tedious circumvention, we at Jast passed.  And
now we discovered that we had struck out very near
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the gorge itself: but it was too late to remedy the evil,
which could only be done by reascending to the
very summit ; and this, by the path we had come,
would have cost us full half arn hour’s labour,
when the descent had been made in about ten
or twelve minutes. 8o we proceeded onward,
securing our fect in fissures of the rock, or grasping
the long tnfied graes or slight shrubs with which
the mouutain was partially covered. One of us was
nearly precipitated into the San Augustine by the
falling of a detachied portion of rock; and notwith-
standing 1 had beon used 1o climbing, yet did I ex-
pericuce greal giddiness of the head whenevor
occasion required my looking downward ; for we,
well koew how litle scenrity was to be placed on
the majority of our mountain supports, should an
unlucky slip of the foat cause the whole weight of
the body to comme upon the hands. The descent
occupied us for nearly onc hour and a quarter ; and
the fatigne, cspecially to the legs and wrists, was
excessive ; the former shaking violently under us
after gaining the bottom. Besides, we were much
bruised and scratiched. My boots were entircly
demolished, and divers unsecinly rents in our gar-
ments bore anple testimony to the folly of descend-
ing from Mentserrate by any other road than the one
originally laid out by the worthy friars of the
hermitage. '
‘Twice, also, 1 ascended Guadaloupe, a much
more weary fasl than that of Moutsesrate. Fora
great portion of the way, the path leads up through
the dried bed of a winter torrent, not more than
from five to cight feet wide, the sides of which
vise, in many places, perpendicnlarly o the height
of between twelve and fificen feet; and on this ac-
count the view, in ascending, is nothing like so pic-
twesqueas thatof Montserrate, Whenabouthalfwiy
up, or less, you reach a heautifullittte plain, covered
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with tall shrubs; a smooth road leading through i,
around the bottom of the hill, to the country beyond.
Here stand the walls of an unfinished convent, in-
tended to have supplied the place of tlie onc on the
summit, now inruins. Irom this you enter the bed
of the torrent, the siraight, rocky sides of the cone
itself rising close beside it, and frowning down upon
you. ‘T'he pathway contimues the same untl you
enter as suddenly upon the summit of the mountain,
as you would through a trapdoor upou the roof of
a building. Guadaloupe retains its perfect conehike
form to the vory top, the whole level extent of which
is less than onc Inglish acre and a half; a more
fairy spot, in the full summer scason, could not be
wished for. 'The short, thick, velvet-like carpet,
rich with the most beautiful mosses; the varicus
flowering sbrubs, alive with humming bivds and
different other kinds; the vetiredness of the scene,
not even disturbed by the most remote hum from
the city, all rendpr it worthy of a visit. A per-
son of warm fancy bas but to withdraw into Lhe
very ceptre of Uhis spot, thereby shutting out from
his view both city and plain, 1o imagine bimself in
a world of his own, where he raay muse away securc
from all interruption. My first ascent was made
alone, and no rural excarsion in my whole hifetime
cver repaid me half so well. 1 had brought with
me a small mining hammer, wherewith to examine
the various strata of rock ; also an excellent pocket
telescope, which, with a small flask of Port and a
few biscuits, served to while away several hours of
as sweet a day as ever blessed so charming a cli-
mate.

The ruins of Our Lady of Guadaloupe show the
convent 1o have been of considerable extent, strongly
built of stone and brick. T'wo large pillars ol hewn
stone, which faced the great front entrance, are left
standing ; also a small portion of the main building.

e ————
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A deep, heavy wall, extending the whole length of
the front, and reaching about twelve feet down the
mountaln, seems intended to have secured it against
any accident that might arise from the loosening, by
rains or otherwise, of any portion of the ground, and
also to carry out a fine flagged platform, the same
as at Montscrrate.  Oun the top of this wall, which
rises a few feet above the level of the hill, stands an
iron cross.  'The building was demolished by the
carthquake of 1827, the shock of which was so
great as to cast an immense part of the material
down upon a platforma of the mountain below ; and
among other things the stone image of Our Lady
herself, which proved, however, 1o bave received no
mjury from the unceremonious mode of her descent.
T'his the monlks noised abroad as a confirmed mira-
cle, the belief of which was farther strengthened by
the fact, that next morning her ladyship, to show
her unqualified predilection for her old quarters, had
resumed, during the night, her accustomed scat on
the old spot by the late roivs.  All this was duly
trumpetod forth and made the most of by the crafty
monks.

_The whole of thatday the pathway up the monn-
tain was thronged with people of every description,
age, and sex, each anxious to witness, wilh his own
organs of vision, so wonderful an event. Alas! for
the rebuilding of the convent, and the preservation
of a fraternity long before suspiciously eyed by the
government, as not being the most liege of citizens !
the incredulous executive not ouly forbade the re-
building of the old convent, but stopped also the
erectton of a new one on the site hallowed by her
ladyship’s {ull, although the walls were ncarly en-
closed. So the image was conveyed to the church
o.f San Juan de Dios, a branch of the same frater-
pity. Nay, sone of the more hardened tnbelievers
in this astonishing miracle, imboldened by these

D2
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proceedings of the governiment, were even known
to whisper stories of a number of shaven crowns
having been seen, m the murky hours of that event-
ful night, pufling and heaving their fat sides, as they
toiled up the mountain, hearing upon their broad
shoalders the pliant yet {linty forin of her ladyship !
e this asit may, Our Lady of Guadaloupe has ma-
nifested a strong distaste for travelling ever since,
and, T dare say, thinks her snug (]lml‘lCI‘S in the Cil.y
church much more comfortable and ladylike than
the summit of an open, bleal mountain.

There is a fine walk lying immediately behind
the Irabrica de Loza, where a good road follows the
natural course of the base of the first rise of hills
overlooking thg city. It affords also a pleasant ride,
but is little frequented for either purpose by the citi-
zens.  Why, 1 caunot tell, unless it be that the tii-
fling ascent which must be made in order to reach
it proves teo much for the natnral indelence of the
pede%tlnn, while the absonce of Chicha shops, like
those in the plains, in like manner deters the mounted
caballero. In cvery other respect it is certainly
much pleasanter than their filthy alameda. 1 have
counted upon this spot upward of thiry different
kinds of evergreens, which cover the sides of the
low parts of these mountains, varying from six inches
10 as many feet in height, when full grown. Some
of these bear a rich scarlet beli-flower, and would
form a fine garden hedge. Many of them have a
leaf resembling the myrile and boxwood, and others
look strikingly like the heather of Scotland.

My visit to the Salto or I'alls of Tiquendama took

lace but a short time previous to my leaving Bo-
gold, but I give the description here for the sake of
presetving order in the work. Ov this occasion,
our party consiglicd only uf 1y young clerl, Iay}or,
my servant Chepe, and mysell. Having selgeted
one of the bright days in the month of January, we
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started off at the early hour of five A. M., in order to
view the Salto durving the only hours of the day in
which it can at all be scen to advantage, viz., be-
tween ten in the forenoon and about one P. M.; ag
before or afier that time, the mists constantly cover
the bottomn of the valley, and more than half of the
prospect is lost.  “L'he entire distance of the falls
from the city is not guite five leagues, the road 1 ing
through the plains to Soacha, a amall Indian vil age,
where travellers, or those who visit the neat little
lakes of the same name in search of water-fowl,
wsually take a repast of chocolate, botled cggs, &c.
"T'his part of thie plain is extremely barren, and bears
no resemblance to that on the Camino Real, lead-
ing to Bogold. Much of it consists of nothmg but
arid sand, with scarcely a blade of grass growing.
At Soacha we procured n guide, and proceeded on,
crossing the river Bogotd by a tolerably neat wooden
bridge, “where the ascent from the plains begins.
Here is a very pretty haecionda, owned by Sefior
Urricachea, who also possesses the coal-mines near
the Salto. A number of finc stacks of graid indi-
cated the richness of the land after leaving Soacha.
Beyond this we pass some barren hills, where
scarcely anything grows but the prickly pear, and
gain a sccond sct called Chipa, well coated with
grass, and bearing fine large trees. The road now
became wide and beautiful. The descent to the
falls commences through a thickly wooded forest,
whosearching branches form a most agreeable shade
for the whole remaining distance. The elimate is
scveral degreces warmer here than in the plains.
The road, as you proceed in the descent, becomes
quite steep and broken in some places, and mustbe
almost impassable during the wet season.  Arrived
within about three hundred feet of the falls, we dis-
mounted upen a fine circular platformn, as if formed
on purpose, where we ted our wearied horses, leav-
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ing a small boy, who had joined the guide on the
road, in charge of them.

The remainder of the descent on foot is even
worse than that on horseback—a sort of half scram-
bling business, not at ail pleasant. It is astonishing
at what a short distance the roar of this great cata-
ract is heard.  Scarcely is a murmur audible a few
feet above the platform where we dismounted. The
near approach to the brink of the waters being
thickly Lined with trees and underwood, terminates
very abruptly near the very edge of the torrent it-
self; and thus the first glimpse of the river aflords
litle either to interest or surprise the visiter, the
waters gliding on so silently over the abrupt descent.

‘I'he river here, at this scason, may not probably
be more than forly fect wide, which is about the
widih of the rocky precipice itsell, although its bed
is mnuch wider. %LIL when the rains have been so
heavy as to fill the whole bed, it must be an unfa-
vourable time to view the cataract, as the immense
body of water pouring over, added lo the densencss
of the atmosphere below, must detract much from
the beanty of the prospect in a thousand ways. As
it was, my visit was wcll imed. 'The whole depth
of the descent was visible, and we could clearly
define the form of the edge of the precipice itself,
which 18 of one solid rack, thongh channelled by a
long course of time into four deep beds, througl
which the walers now rush down, leaving the peaks
of the rock thus worn quite above ihe stream.
One of these was about three feet square, and I was
told that Bolivar once stood upou it, as did also My,
Albert Gooding, now of New-York city; quile a
foolhardy and unprofitable adventure, one would
think, especially as these rocks are coated with a
thick green scum, very slippery to the touch, and
that they project over the fearful abyss.  Over this
broken ledge of rocks the river descends upon a
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sccond, about twemy-five feet lower, whence it
dashes headlong with terrific foamings into the abyss
below. The entire height of these%allsis variously
computed from 5560 10 650 fect, although the latter
appears to me to be nearest the mark.  The appear-
ance of the water, afier the first fall, is that of an
witeriminable succession of rolling cascades of thick,
fvaming white, or of heavy light-coluured clouds
violently agitated by the winds. Then it assumes
a broad fleccy form, which, at the instunt of a far-
ther descent, is parted into innunerable simall parti-
cles, hke snow-flakes, which change into various
hues before 1t finally rests in the valley below,
where the river is again seen to wind away, pre-
senling to the eye a stream of only half the'size 1t
is above, and of dazzling whiteness.  Some tiavel-
lers write that it is really thus diminished ; that the
water, in descending, loscs so much of its bulk by
evaporation, &c. If so, then it regains somehow
its former quantum very smldenly, at a lew miles’
distance on the plaius below ! I am inclined to be-
lieve that none of these writers cver stood by the
river after it reached the valley, but have taken up
their opinion more from the appearance 1l presents
at the mwisty height {rom which they viewed 1t, than
anything else ; for although, as a natural effect, eva-
poration must reduce.it somewhat, it could not les-
sen it so much as one half, nor one quarter either.
The perpendienlar sides of the chasm recede a lit-
tle from the fall, forming a sweeping curve of perfect
symmetry.  The rock consists of a soft, dark-ce-
loured granite, and with the mountains beyond rising
over them, covered as they are to the very sumimnit
with the most beautiful [lowering and other tirces,

resent a seene of unsurpassed grandeur and mag-
pificence.  Beautiful rainbows are formed about the
valley, as the light spray dashces nearly 1o the oppo-
gile shores, We observed three of these at one
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time, all varying in shape, colour, and size, while
the numerous species of parrots, and birds of a thou-
sand dies, keep flying about, as if anxious to con-
trast their gay and varied plumage with the bright and
watery hues of the rainbows themselves. My ser-
vant Cllepe, with all the superstition of the Indian
respecting the well-known bistory of the origin of
these falls (a supersttion which all theiv Cliristian-
ity bas nol yet removed), believing them to have
been caused by their god and earthly ruler, Bochiea,
to drain off the great lake of waters {ron the present
plains of Bogoti, which was originally brought there
throngh the malevolent designs and workings of his
wife Chia, ncver once looked over into the chasm;
aud when he was pressed to tell bis reasons, and
asked if it was from the fear of falling, replied,
“Not so0; but who knows what sort of people might
be down there.”

We could step about upon the rocks in the very
bed of the river with perfeet safetly, even to within
six feet of the descent; while, from the perfect
smoothness of the gliding stream, and the suppressed
roar of the cataract, the senses seemed almost un-
willing to credit the idea that we actually stood by
one of the greatest and most romantic works of na-
tare {cf the class) in the whole universe,

There can be no pardiel drawn between Tiquen-
dama and Niagara. Each is the very first of is
class; but there is a total dissimilarity in the de-
scent, in their depth, and quaniity of waters, as well
as in their respective surrounding scenery, that one
who has wiinessed both can only speak of them as
regards the different effects the sight of each is
adapled to preduce upon the mind, and which leaves
the most abiding impressions. Niagara delights
and surprises us most at {irst sight. There ts a
sort of forced consteaint (I cannot find other words
o cxXpress my mcaning }]CH.C]‘): whicl canses usg to
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dwell u{)on lier ovcrwhelming tush of walerss and
to me she appears Jike a fine woman possessed of
every outward chann to awe and dazzle the behglder
on kis first gaze, but lacking that soul so necessary
to prescrve the affections alive and anfading,  Ti-
quendama, on the contrary, when first seen, scarcely
startles one into any sudden rhapsodies of either
mind or manver; but captivates and enchains the
admiration of the beholder by the most softened,
though sublimely majestic approaches.  Jiach guze
adoswn and around that romantic valley but draws
out somc bew Teature, and discovers some f{resh
charm. Its vast profundity s as the soul itself, un-
fathomably deep and incomprehensibly grand, while
birds, and trees, and air {or cver captivate and en-
chain the willing sense. '

The whole bed of the river here seems to be of
the sarue soft graniie as that of whicl the strata form-
ing the valley 1s composed, and is wern into singalar
and fantastic shapes by the currcut, making small
arches of about a fool cach, all communicating, as
well as holes of various shapes and depths.  T3eau-
tiful trees line the banks as far wp as the eye can
reach. DBelow the falls, the view is not so extended,
as a sudden bend shuts it out. Tlere, however, there
1s another small fall, not generally considered worth
the trouble of visiting, the wav lo it lying through a
thick underwood.  We Jooked about in order to dis-
cover any names there might be carved upon the
adjoining trees, to mark the visits of preceding tea-
vellers, but none were 1o be found ; so we set the
example, and placed our own au a smal smooth-
barked tree, which quite overhangs the stream,
scarcely ten vards (roin the brink of the {ails.

There is no other way of descending the chasm
than by entering it through the village of La Mesa,
in tierra calieote (hot country), and so pasding up.
This is a very great loss. llad these people a sin-
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gle portion of Yankee ingenuity about them, a fit
mode of descent would not long be wanting, and a
good ponny might be made from it too; for the old
story of the conquered Indians having cast the im-
mensity of their Ireasurcs into the basin below i
still as current as ever among all classes here. 1
hcard o rather intelligent person of the country say,
that on one occasion, when the day was remarkably
clear, and with the assistance of a good glass, some
person had plainly discovered the reflection of a
diamond of gigantic size, and that he himself be-
lieved it to have been the case! A mad project was
actually once set on foot in the capital, to turn thre
river out of its present course, in owder 1o obtain
these, in my opinion, fabulous treasures,
I have scon three different sketches of these falls,
all of which bear but a faint resemblance to the
original, probably becansc taken at a side view
from the top. The best one of these, in the pos-
session of Colonel Joachim Acosta, of Bogotd, was
in a French work; the author’s name I forget. I
brought away specimens of the rock, and a pretly
red flower plucked from a spot near the very edge
of the chasm ; another flower was ohtained by
stretching myself full fength upon the around, while
the two lads held e by the feet, enabling me thus
to reach the singular Hower, and to pluck it from
where it grew, a distance of nearly three feet below
the brink of the chasm. :
We got back to Bogotd about four o’clock P. M.,
which fully proves there is vo need of following up
an old practice of starting on a visit to the Salto in
time to sleep at Soacha on the night previous, so as
to be in time for the morning’s view. ‘The very
thought, indeed, of slecping in the dirty Indian village
is sulficient to destroy the whole of the next day’s
anticipated pleasure. The vicinity of Soacha is
noted for its beautifdl linde lakes, which, in their
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scason, are filled with fine duck and other water-
fowl.  For the purpose of shooting these, this village
15 much frequented by foreigners, the natives havi%
but listle or no taste f]cjr this manly tecreation. "The
Indians, however, take the fowl by a different pro-
cess; for a day or two they scatier corn upon the
surface of the water for the fowl to pick; at the same
time setting afloat a number of [ar e calabashes
with holes cut in the sides. When they think their
gamne i3 sufliciently accustomed to the sight of the
cala:bashes, one or more enter the water, after
having plentifully besprickled it with maize; and
there, with their heads concealed underneath the
calabashes, quietly await the alighting of their pre
As the water chosen for their purpose is gcnepral?y.
the meck connecting two of the little lakes, it iJ;
quite fordable, and thus they are enabled to move
about among the fowl, which are busily engaged
in feeding, and 1o capture many by drawing them
quickly down beneath the water. “"I'hey have also
various other modes of taking them,

The excursion to Pandi was planned for the 241h
of December, so as to take in tlic fiesta at Fusa-
gasuga. Our party on (his occasion consisted of
Messrs. Gooding, Joseph Deak, Sciior Gregorio
Dominguez, and mysell. We left Bogotd at
half past six A. M., mounted on excellent horses
and well provided with travelling stores ; for we
had despatched the day previous two mules of
burden in advance of us, well loaded with rcady-
cooked provision, bedding, &c.; enough, at least,
for a fortnight’s use. Ixperience daily teaches a
resident here that the best inn on any road he may
travel mn this county is that which 1s found at his
own saddlebow. The road to Pandi lies across
the plaing by Soaclia, the satne as to the Salto, but
keeping a straightforward dircction, instead of turn-
ing to the right aund crossing the river Bogot4. * In
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a field close to the road, T saw three sheep of the
Lima breed, the only ones of the kind T had seen
here.  Towards the extremity of the plain, the
country becomes suddenly well weoded, having fine
clear strcams of water running through it; and to
all appearance the soil is very rich. A part of this
reminded me strongly of Lnglish scenery. Here
the rord was cxcellent, and we pushed on at a
brisk pace. The descent from the plain is very
abrupt ; much like descending a pair of stairs, and
the road becomes even more execrable than the very
worst part of that between Ionda and the capitai.
Heavy pieces of timber arc inserted across the path-
way to form landings for the animals’ feet, without
which it wonld be impossible to descend, as the road
1s covered with large gravel and stones, the size of
those used for paving, which, being kept constantly
wet with the springs flowing out here, render 1t
rather dangerous focting for a %cast; much more so,
too, in the descent than ascent. Some porlion of
the way is barely wide enough for man and horse ;
and having steep sides, with a multitude of abrupt
angles, it requires much caulion in the riders to
preserve their hmbs from being bruised against
branches of (rees and the projecting rocks. Here
we entered a dense forest, which yiclds nearly all
the timber nsed in the capital and country ronnd
for building. T'his timber, after being rough squared
where it is felled, is dragged in by mules and cattle.
The labour of raizing it up Lo the level plain, by
road like this, must be very severe.

During the heavy rains this pathway becomes the
bed of an impetuons torrent; during which time
travelling is considercd highly dangerous. Al
though it still lacked two wonths of the 1ainy season
setling in, Sr. Dominguez assured us we had better
prepare our caucha ruanas, as he had never yet
known an instance of persons reaching Fusagasuga
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without a shower ; and sure enough, although when
we left the plains not a cloud was visible, we had
but barely gained the bottom of the first descent,
when we found ourselves in a damp, chilly atmo-
sphere, and our cauchas stood ‘us in good need
during a full hour’s rain. But the instant we rose
upon nearly a level with the plains of Fuasagasuga,
nothing could equal the clearness of the sky and the
Lalmy sofiness of the air.  Yet, altogether, this piece
of road between the two plains is most execrable and
fatiguing. After the rain commenced, odr horses
were conlinually slipping under us.  Walking, had
it been at all practicable, would have been far Ere-
ferable. When about midway, we stopped at a hut,
boiled our chocolate, and partook of an excellent
repast of our own furnishing; 1 say our own, for
you must always except a Bogotano companion’s
contribution. Here we met with a tienda keeper
in the Calle IReal, who was relurning from the
fiesta, but wha immediately altered his mind at sight
of 1a buena comida de les anleses (the %Ood dinner
of the Englishmen); these people cdll all who speak
English, Linglishmen, and most kindly offered to
accompany us back to Fusagasuga. 'The tedious-
ness of this part of our journcy was occasionally
relicved by spots of interesling scenery, consisling
of cascades, stupendous rocks piled up one upon
another, and a great variety of the most beautiful
forest-trees. On the skirts of the plains we met
Mr. Vanlansberge, the Dutch consul, who, with his
family, had been residing some weeks in the village
for a change of climate. Fle was on one of his scien-
tific tours, to add to his fine collection of insects
this neighbourhood being pariiculatly celebrated as
a great haunt for the horned and other beetles of
immense size. ‘The consul turned back with us,
and a short ride brought our little cavalcade to the
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“village of Fusagasuga, at four P. M., a distance of
about twelve leagues from the capital.  This was
called astonishingly rapid travelling by the whole
muliitude of friends and acquaiutances fromn the
city whom we found awaiting us. Among these
were Seiior Santv Maria, and his nephew Jouis;
Sefior Sylva, &e., &ec.; General Mantilla and
daughter were also here. About, Frobab]y, two
hundred strangers were spending a holyday here,
and the 1ittle village was as lively as dancing, bull-
shows, aguardiente, and hearts determmed’ to cast
dull care behind for a season, could makeit. We
had taken the precaution of hiring a house belore
the fiesta began, which we managed to do through
means of a Boegotano, who was going there to keep
a house for public entertainment during the feast.
Otherwise I doubt much whether we should have
been ablc to obtain onc at the late day on which
we arfived, being the thitd of the fiesta. Ifusaga-
suga way contain in all 150 houses and huts, with
a neat litle church. One short street i3 paved, to
which they have given the ostentatious name of
“ Calle Real.” There is no appearance of trade in
ihe place, and although the situation of the town is
excecdingly pretty, with a climate several degrees
milder than that of Bogotd, yet the plain itself is
rather steril; some part of 1t being very siony, a
thing I had not observed to be the case before n
any of the plains I had travelled through. A small
"but pretty river yuns closo by ; and there is a place,
just in rear of the town, called “los Robles” (the
Oaks), which is a delightful spot, enclosed ou all
sides by tall beautiful trecs.  Hither companies of
visiters often resorted lo hold a hailecita (little
dance), and partake of a “dulce” at the same time.
Qur litile cabin consisted of but barely a” Scotch
“but and ben,” with a kiichen in the rear; the
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whole enclosing a good yard for our horses; for
which accommodations we paid at the rate of four
dollars per week. :

The greatest difficulty we met with was in pro-
curing provender [or our horses, the price of which
was a malch ouly for the deserts of Arabia.. We
often gave a real for a very small bundle of grass,
and two for the same quantity of green stalks of
maize. On the first evening of our arrival we re-
tired very early to rest, afier the fatiguing ride we
had had.” We, however, first entered our names as
regular subscribers to the succession of balls to be
given, which were very respectably conducted; a
band of music having been brought for the eXpress
purpose from Bogota. :

We continued in this place until the 27th, enjoying
ourselves as we best might, and our particular
friends, the Bogotanos, making fearful inroads into
our nice hams, brandy, wines, &c.

A game calicd loteria (lottery) was tnuch in
vogue during the day among all our ball-going
party ; but large suins were not staked, being
merely resorted to as a pastime. 1 was tempted Lo
sit down once or iwice at the urgent request of
some ladies, who promised to iniliate me into the
mysteries of the game. It is very simple, consist-
ing merely of a number of pasteboard cards, which
have probably from eight to twenty numbers printed
upon them. Ilach person, taking one or iwo of these,
awaits the drawing of a small ball from out a bag
i the hands of one of the company, which ball is
also numbered.  Should you happen to have a
number on your card corresponding to that on the
ball, you must inark it by placing a grain of maize
over the figure., The balls are thus continued to
be drawn, and their numbers ealicd out, until pne
of the card-holders has a complete vow of figures
marked out, when he announces it by calling out

T2
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“loteria,” and then the whole amount of contribuz-
tion lying upon the table is declared his. Iach
contribution never amounted to more than one real
at the time that I played; bnt many make pretly
heavy side-bets on the coming up of certain figures
agreed upon. I observed the ladies of the company
to be by far the most enthusiastic players of this
game, One it particular, rather iu the decline of
life, whose two daughters and newly made son-in-
law were also present at the table, becaune very
much chagrined at her succession of ill-luck, the
outburstings of which were smothered for some
time; but, after losing the twentieth dollar, borrowed
from her son-in-law, she could contain herself no
longer ; but, clapping her fat- hands together, ex-
claimed, loaking most piteonsly towards the litHe
pile of reals which I was abont sweeping into my
purse, “Ah, demonio! se fue todo mi forturda cnando
entraron estos Ingleses ™ (ah, the demon! all my
luck fled at the entrance of these Bnglishmen!)
Seiior Sylva, who was then endeavouring to speak
Eunglish, had at one time the charge of casting the
balls from the bag; when, out of sheer sport, or
perhaps o sh[?w off his English, first called ont the
numbers in that language, and afterward in Spanish,
to all which some of us would occasionally reply.
This gave great offence to the ex-governor, Gene-
ral Mantilla, who requested Mr. Sylva and all others
'“ que hablen Cliristiane,” that iz 10 say, ““ to speak
in a Christian tongue.”  So much for General Man-
tilla’s good sense and manners! Poor fellow ! fizs
self-styled Christian tongue bids prelty fair yet te
become a dead Jetter, while that of the keretic Eng-
lish shall be the home word of millions of happy
people 1n every guarter of the inhabited globe.

We started for Pandi at half past ten on the
morning of the 27th, having our number now aug-
mented by the company of Seiior Pombo, brother
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to the minister for foreign affairs. A short ride
through this barren part of the plain brought us sud-
denly, by a descent, into a country the very reverse
of that to which we entered on leaving the plains
of Bogold, The wand of the greatest wizard that
ever cxerted his all-powerful sway could not have
cffected a change so sudden as this, A good road
Jedds down the mountain amid flowening trees ;
the whole air 1s delightfully perfumed; and innu-
merable birds and butterflies of the gayest plumage
wing their way about our path, while the balmy
sofiness of the air tempts one strongly to dismount
from his horse and loiter away the day insosweet a
place. Some of these buiterflics are of an astoanish-
ing size, and of a rich bluc colour,  Xach of us was
loud in shouting forth our admiration of the beauty
of the scene.  Indeed, had I known it to have been
thus, this visit should not have been my first, as a
ride of only half an hour brought us to it.. De-

. scending this picturesque mountain, we crossed, by

a long, feeble wicket bridge, the river Fusagasuga,
which here rushes on through a country rich in
everything bat an intelligent and indusirious popu-
lation.  'We had no small difliculty in indncing our

- horses to cross the narrow bridge, which, by its va-

cillating movements, and by the deafening roar of
the waters as they tumbled far bencath, was well
calculated to cause man as well as beast to pause
a while ere venturing upon a pathway &pparently so
precarious.  Some trees on this plain bear a flower
different from any I had hitherto seen; at a little
distance it resembled a star with full rays, the tips
of which were of a pink coleur, and the centre
white, of about the size of a dollar, and perfectly
flat. It appeared on the tree as if placed there by
art.  ‘The leaf of this tree is like that of the seusi-
tive plant ; and the height of none that I saw ex-
ceeded twenty feet. léot onc of our party could
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tell me 18 namie, and it was of no use to ask infor-
mation from a native. Several times before they
had given the name “ roble” to those I inquired
about. We saw here likewise many large-topped
trees hanging thick witl a species of moss, which
I had observed to be very common in many parts of
South Carolina and Georgia of the United States.
The road now continued very good for abomn two
or three leagues, the land appearing quite rich and
pretty thickly inhabited, the huts of the Indian
farmers lying along.the road. The sugarcane and
maize sdemed to be the chief productions. At this
place we passed the splendid estale owned at pre-
sent by Sefior Antonio Santa Maria, and called
“La Puerta” (the door). Iis shape is a raised
oblong flat, the sides teeming with the richest ver-
dure, and must contain many hundred acres. Yet
withal, 1t lacks that greatest of all necessarics,
water. T'o obviate this defect, its former possesso;
commenced laying a wooden aqueduct from the
opposite hill al a very great expense, and which I
believe to be yet incomplete,
- This part of the country, however, is generally
very well watered, and the inhabitants seem a much
more Lhriving race than thosc on the road to Honda,
At one o'clock P. M. we stopped to dine at a very
neat-looking little cottage, where we boiled our
checolate, and procured, in addition to om own
stores, a- few picces of boiled arracachas, a salad,
and some fine figs from the prickly pear, a most
grateful and cooling fruit. In cating these, however,
one must be very careful to free them first from
their thorns ; for, should the least particle enter the
mouth it will create a most unpleasani sensation
for several hours.
Spying seme fine turkeys in the yard, we pur-
chased one for a few rcals, with orders to have it
roasted, and ready for us on the morrow at the same
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hour, which they promised to do. Poor things,
the mere sight of a few pieces of silver coin, and
alittle {oreign brandy, accompanicd with a few me-
dical directions given 10 two of the inmates long
sick of a sort of fever and ague, made them flock
around us as if we had been so many demigods,
ready io fulfil our slightest pleasure. The re-
mainder of the road to Pandi, where we arrived at
about half past six P. M., was more mountainous.
Some parts of it were cxtremely bad, owing to the
perpendicular ascent of the meuntains.  We found
the greatest difficulty in procuring quarlers for the
night. Onc family, luckily, took our herses and
disposed of them in a small yard in the rear of their
house ; but the hut itself was already so crammed
with inmates, two of whom were groaning on a sick
bed, that, after leaving our saddles and baggage in
their charge, we sallied forth, by Sefior Pombo's
advice, to pay a visit to the curé, who petsonally
kncw his brother, the minister in Bogotd, trusting
either to find accommodations in his house, the only
decent-looking one in the village, for one night (if
only room to swing our hammocks), or else to have
his counsel and directions where to go in search of
them. We found the curé scated in a large square
yoom, without cither mat or carpet ou the clay-com-
posed floor. The furniture consisied of fwo long,
bare sctices, a few leather-bottomed, home-manu-
factured chairs, and a small square table, made of
some dark-coloured wood, upon which was placed
some segars, a fine melon, and two or three books!
Yet this man’s salary was nearly cight hundred dol-
lars per annum ; which sum, as far as re%nrds the
real value of mouey in procuring the comforts and
necessarics of life, 1s in this country more than dot-
ble the same amount in the States ! y
We were doomed lo find his courtesy, like hig
apartment, dull and cheerless enough. Upon Seiior
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Pombo’s introducing himself and us, and stating the
object of our visit, and the strait we were in for
lodgings for the night, he begeed us to be scated,
ordered segars, and then commenced a long disser-
tation upon the poverty of 1he village and 1ts inha-
bitants; concluding by offering to let one of his ser-
vants accompany us, and assist in hunting np better
quarlers than those afforded by the crowded hut
wherein our luggage was stowed !

‘I'he poor people at that'hut had told us, when we
started, that we would not find the curé either very
accommodating or very communicative; and that he
was Lotally different from their former curé in these
respects.  ‘L'he latter, now some few years remeved,
they said, was of a liberal, generous spirit, always
giving much alms to the poor, and invariably inviting
respectable. travellers, who might visit Pandi on
their way to the bridge, to lodge and cat at his
house; and that he would afterward accompany
them himself, in order to point out the beautics of
the place. Whereas this man, they added, was of
a very sour disposition, and close-handed (el mano
apretado), and led a life of deep debauch.  For the
trath of this lalter assertion, one glance at his face,
which was covered with rum pimples, the nose and
month too surely indicating the presence of one of
the most loathsome and dreadful of al] diseascs, was
more than suflicient. Ore of the women in his house,
who brought us fire to light our segars, and becn a
noted character in the capital, and was even now very
handsome. Tinally, we procured a room with a
tolerable breadth of beam, which allowed of our
crowding in onr five hammocks; and here we passed
a very pleasant nighe, unannoyed by insects of any
kind whatever. '

Pandi is a most wretched liule village, consisling
of about sixty straggling huts, and a population of
perhaps five hundred souls, who seem possessed of
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neither wealth nor craft of any kind ; their sole spe-
cies of manufacture being a coarse kind of brown'
sugar, called panela, formed into little round cakes
of about three pounds each, a few ruanas of cotton
cloth, and small fancy baskets, altl}ough _lhe small
valley in which the village stands s far from pre-
senting an unfertile appearance.  There i3 a good
trait, however, in these poor pecple’s favonr, and
worlhy of record in a country like this: they are
said to be honest; asno small proof of which asset-
tion, I can say, that we left the place without miss-
ing a single article, although we brought no servant
to attend to our baggage.

Rising at daybrealk, and returning to our old bost,
we desired him in the first place Lo prepare usa
little chocolate as = preliminary to our breakfast.

“T do not know,” said he, “if there be a single
calie in the village!”

“Then boil us some eggs.”

“The curé has all the eggs, Sefiores.”

“Have you mitk ¥’

“Nomilk?!?”

“ Nor meat of any kind ¥

“No, Seriores I” .

“Xill us, then, a couple of those fowls in the

ard.” N _
- We cannot pay our tithes without them.”

“ But you can surely procure for us, by being
well repaid, some fruits, potatoes, dulces_,_or plan-
tains ¥ o

“ There is nothing of the kind in the place,” said
the poor fellow, a most woful expressicn ovérspread-
ing his countenance, and at the same time elavaling
his shoulders to a level with his head; “dulces we
never use ;, potatocs we_do not grow, nor rice ; and
as 1o plantains, they will not be here thege th‘;:eg

days yet!”
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“ Well, but what do you have to live on in these
parts, besides the water you drink ¥

“Quien sabe, Scriores I (* who knows ")

“[o yau mean to say you really do not know ?”

“ Our principal food is plantains and sugar; and
sometimes pork and easava, or Indhan bread ”

And here the matter of the Pandi breakfast ended,

We madeout as wellas we best could fromour own
stores, with the help of a hitle bread which our droll
host succeeded in bribing away from some hungry
mouth just ready to seize and devour it.

A few minutes suafliced for our simple repast.
After which we procceded, with our host as guide, to
visit some rare specimens of huge rocks which lie
close to the village on the opposite banks of the river
Pandi, which herc (iows through scenery as rich
and varied as any enthusiastic lover of nature could
well desire to withess,

A narrow footpath led us Immediately from the
banks of the river up a stecp declivity, thickly
wooded, directly to 1he objects of our search. We
found these to be rocks of gigantic size, of the same
species of stone as we subscquently discovered the
natural bridge to be composed of. Tlive or six of
the largest of these, which were rounded, and lying
on the surface of the ground, with no other stones of
the like kind around them, must no doubt have been
cast here from some more distant quarter, during a
stmilar convulsion to that which opened up the great
erevice of Icononzo. In the face of one of these
rocks is ah oval-shaped hole extending far in, and
quite wide enough to admit a man’s body. It 15 so0
perfectly smooth and rounded, that at the first glance
one would take it to be the work of art; but by ex-
amining the rock in other parts, several indications
were apparent of its possessing soft veing of some-
thing like freestone running through it, evidencing
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the excavation to be nothing more than the action
of time upon them. Soiie parts of these stones
have the appearance of being highly polished.
Upon them are various inscriptions of Indian hiero-
glyphics in red and black celours, which, our Indian
guide informed us, had always been there, according
to their traditions, 1t is true that we tried every
effort, both by welling and hard rnbbing, to remove
the colouring, but in vain.

Mounting our Lorses, we proceeded on toward the
bridge, which is about two Englisli miles from the
village, and the road, not being of the very worst de-
scriplion, we were barely half an hour in reach-
ing it.

If the waveller approach the very brink of the
precipice which forins the descent to the Falls of
Tiquendama ere he is aware of his proximity to it,
still more unconsciously does he that of the Naturat
Bridge at Pandi. A bend in the path, afier de-
scending the Tast bill, brinps him imwmediately wpon
thebridge,n platformof a few yardsonly intervening;
aud but for a railing of cane erected on the bridge
by the natives, as a sort of safeguard to the more
limorous, a person conld scarcely recognise its vici-
nity, even from this short dislance, owing to the
view on either side of the narrow road being ren-
dered so limited by woody summits as to allow but
fittle of the sides of the chasm to appear; while the
hoarse, low roar of the waters seem to induce the
belief that the object of your search lies yet far be-
yond. ‘The little dell where we dismounted is a
most lovely spot, greatly enhancing the delight of a
first approach,

We tied our horscs Lo an aged tree which grew
close by the way, and a few steps more brought us
upon the very centre of the bridge; the rocky arch
being so completel§ coated with earth, that the rich
sod gave the most perfect appearance of its being

u
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but a continuation of the road itsclf. The propor-
tions of this singular formalion I here give accord-
ing to Baron Humboldt, who was ai great painy to
ascertain them correctly; viz., length of the natural
arch, 46 feet; breadth, 40 feet; height of the whole,
from the upper bridge 1o the level of the torrent,
312fect; height from the npper 1o the second bridge,
60 leet; entire height of the bridge from the ocean,
2850 feet.  The thickness of the stone which forms
the upper arch is supposed to be about eight fect;
or, I should rather say, the depth of the arch, for it
is formed of two distinct stones, one lying above
the other, and differing in kind ; the uppermost
is of rather a soft, dack granite, like that ai Tiquen-
dama; while the one underncath is a hard granite,
of very light colour and fine grain, spheroidical in
shape, and perfectly smoath on all sides.  The na-
tives call this Iast “macmol,” or marble; but it is
nothing more tiran tho finest grained and whitest
coloured granite. Fram the top of the bridge this
is not all perceptible.

We continved for some time gazing over the
cane railing into the abyss below, where the river
is seen {foaming and tuinbling over its rocky bed, or
rushing through the huge, cavernlike fissures worn
into the flinty steep, the deepened dash of which
gave forth a hollow, moaning noise, and chimcd-m
well with the screaming of hundreds of a species
of owl peculiar to this spot, whese solitude was
thus broken in upon by the sound of human voices,
an unusual circumstance in so unfrequented a place
as this. The birds arc described as being of the
genus caprimulgus, and are said by the Indians to
be about the size of a common fowl; but this is
not the case, as [ ascertained on visiting the lower
bridge, where, as I was reclining over the chasm,
several of them flew past. They are about the size
of a large partridge, and of nearly the same colour,
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with a beak like a parro’s.  They are never known
to lcave the cliasm, but hatch their young in holes
of the rock, never leaving them during the day un-
less when disturbed, as inthe present instance. 1
was particalarly anxious to oblain one of them in
order to preserve it as a specimen, as it is believed
that not one has ever yet becen caught. 1 had, in
consequence ol this, previously oflered at Pandi
the sum of five dollars to any Indian who should
succeed in procuring one; but I was told that it
was uscless to try, as other travellers had even of-
fered the amount of an ounce in gold, and yet failed
to abtain one ; nor could it ever be discovered, even
by waiching at night, that the birds leave their
closcly-kept baunts in the crevice, althoigh they
surely musl do so if only to procure food !
Descending from the upper bridge (still keeping
the Pandi side) by a narrow footpath, which led
through thick underwood, we reached the lower
stonc which composes the natural arch, as already
described. Underneath this stone we were enabled
ta creep along a narrow space of ground, a few feet
Jower than the portion of the bank on which the end
of the huge mass rested, and of sufficient width to
afford a perfectly safe and clear passage. By thia
way we pained the very outer edge, taking care,
on looking down into the abyss below, to lie close
upon our faces to the carth to prevent giddiness.
We returned as we entered, the descent leading on
to the second bridge, which lies out from the one
above some few feet. This bridge is never used,
becanse it is situated full sixty feel belew the brink
of the crevice, both sides of which nre perfectly per-
pendicular; and the singnlarity of its formation,
although to all appearance it is quite capable of
sustaining any amount of weight, is far from heing
calculated to inspire much confidence in the dlterhpt,
as the least movement of cither bank, caused by one
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of the numerous earthquakes in this quarter, might
drop the whole air-poised fabric into the yawning
abyss.  Only funcy for a moment three huge
masses of rock m the act of being burled to the
depths below, and caught nudway down, where, by
the most equalized and firm compression, they ave
suspended in air as securely as if the united force
and art af an ewmpire had placed them there, and
you may have a [aint conception of this wonder[ul
plicnamenon.  Tlie middle stone forms the key, as
it were, o this mighty arch, nnd i3 of an obloog
form, reaching a little above the oither two.

‘Fhere is a hole in the very centre of the bridge
twice the size of a man's body, through which you
can look duwn ioto the river. T'he rush of wr
through this cavity is wemendous. Wetbrew down
stoncs in order Lo scace the owls; but unless these
stones werc of at least twwo ponnds’ weight, the sirong
current of air carried them to a considerable dig-
tance from the mark, The trunk af a large tree
has been laid down in such a manner as to af-
ford a sort of path to this aperture; but, as 1tis fast
decaying, care should be observed nou to tread too
heavily. From this we slepped upon a narrow plat.-
form, apparently, in par at least, the work of art,
and leading for several yards along the face of the
cliff, which is here composed of a solt slaly strata,
almoest crumhling under the foot. At the extremity
of this platform, as it rounds a liutle jmting promon-
tory, you have a sort of front or middle view of the
two bridges.

With much difficulty I broke off a small speci-
men of the white granite stane of the upper arch,
neither having taken with me any tool necessary {or
the purpose, nor being able to find a small stone of
the same hardness with which to hammer it off nntil
we hunted one in the forest. We amused ourselves
for some time by letting fall through the hole in the

RECE——

EQGOTA. 233

second arch large pieces of rock, some of which
required the umted aid of all three of us to carry
them; and upon this the whole chasm, as far as
the view extended, became covered with the af-
frighted owls.

As at Tiquendama, there is no way here of
reaching the bottom of the chasm. About two
leagues above is the nearest place of eutrance, but
I doubt if even there one could reach the bridge,
as the sides of the perpendicular rocks are washed
by the stream, thus affording no foothold for the
most adventurous ; while the cxireme velocity of the
current, added to the multitude of huge rocks which
imbed 1t, might iake any attempted passage in a
caunoe (howcver stout in itself and well managed)
rather a dangerons experiment,  ‘The custotn pre.
vails al this place alse of crectling small wooden
crosses on passing the bridge,

Upon the tree to which we had seeured eur horses
we fonnd several names ent, of both foreigners and
natives, who had previously visited this spot, but
none of any note.  We abserved that several be-
longed to pcople still residing in Bogotd, so we
added our own to the number, and then wrned back
on our way 1o Pandi. Here we only stopped to
brace on our travelling accoutréments, and to pre-
pare ourselves against a shower, which had alteady
parlly commenced. Tt continued 1o pour down at
a steady rate for upward of an hour; but with the
broad-brimmed lat of Jipijapa, protected by a
covering of oiled silk, the {)ndia rubber ruana, leop-
ard-skin samaras, or overhauls, and copper shoe
stirrups, we were just as dry when we dismounted
at the honse where we had the previous day ordered
dinner as if we had performed the journey in a
close carriage. The turkey proved excellent, and
never was twkey discussed with a higher relish !
The enjoyment of our repast was greatly height-

Ue
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encd by the precantion we had taken to bribe the
whole family, from the older ones dowun, to leave
out, in the calinary process, the usual accompani-
ments of garlic, colouring, and cumin-sced ! “ C—,"
muttcred the old squasy, ** what strange tastes
these linglish have I ‘[he wine, scgars, and
conversation aficr dinner somewhat delayed our
sclling oul, so that it was nightfall when we re-
crossed the river PFusugasuga, We made the as-
cent of the mountain well enough, the road being
tolerably good; but when we trod the plain, scareely
a vestige of the path could we discover, as the cross-
ing of 1t to and [rom Fusugasuga is not contined to
one marked track ; so we were obliged to sirike outl
at half random.  Luiclkily, the hghts from some of
the few stragaling houses situated here guided us
a little, and, afier stumbling over stones and through
sloughs at no small rate, we reached IMusugasngns
at about ecight in the evening. Ilere we remained
another day, and then started for Bogotd, our party
being about fifteen in number; the natives in our
cowpany slopping at every little stream of water on

the road, in vrder to-wash down with dranghts of
~the liquid a lowp of brown sugar or a dulce of some
sort. We reached the capital at balf past three
P. M. of Sunday, January the first, 1837,

Lia Desa and Chuachi are the (wo places in
“tierra calicnte” mostly resorted to by invalids, or
by those who wish to spend a moull or so away
from the city during the prevalence of the bluster-
ing, chilling gales, termed here © paramos.”  There
are, however, many other places, and individuals
make their choice of these generaily from the cir-
cumstance of their having formed acquaintances
there, or from sonce fancietl superiority n the sala-
brity of the atr.  In setting ont, they generally pro-
vide as for a sea-voyage; laying inan ample stock
of food and clothing, and takimg wilth them as trusty
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a servant as possible. 'The requisite quantum of
bedding is easily trunsported ; for, in those delicious
climates, a person will find one of the fine, broad
hammocks of the country to be not only most con-
venient, but comfortable.  Some of these ham-
iwocks cost two ounces (thirty-two dollars), and are
amonyg the best specimens of their home manu-
facture.  For my own part, while vecovering from
a severe, though short attack of fever, T for many
reasons chose Guaduas as a temporary residence.
In the first place, all the other resorts of the kind
i the neighbourhiood of the capital (that is to say,
aboulone or two days’ journey from it), are the most
isolated places: imaginable, and cannot be visited
with much pleasure unless in: large parties; and
these can be but rarely made np here of those who
at all possess kindred feeling and sentiments.  In
the sccond place, one s out of the direct line of
communicaiion with the city, a thing often of the
most vital importance. Now, in the sweet litile val-
ley of Guaduas, than which no place can boast of 4
more salubrious climale, the great postroad lies
direcily through the town, which is very cleanly,
orderly, and populous, and containing some few
families of respectability and information, in whose
society one can occasionally spend an hour or two
very pleasantly. The surrounding scenery, nis clear,
spurkling river, the view from the Sarjento, and the
fine, open plain, so well adapted for exercise on
horseback, rank Guaduas far above any other place
here in my estimation. At La Mesa, on the other
hand, one has scarcely room suflicient to wheel a
horse on the little flat whercon the village siands,
Among all the inducements which led me to pre-
fer Guadaas, that of betng able to spead a dny oc
two wilh my mesl estecemed and gentlemanty friend,
Mr. Haldane, of Palmar, was not the least. Two
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American and one English gentleman accompanied
me in this excursion. We occupiced a fine, roomy
dwelling near ihat of Colonel Acosta, where we had
stabling for our horses and everything complete ;
our table being supplied daily with the best of poul-
iry, beef, &c.

‘One day, taking advantage of iny three compan-
ions’ ubsence on a short visit to Honda, I sel out
on my longed-for trip to Palmar. On my arrival
there, I was gratified to find the family all well and
extremely glad to sce me.

After partaling of some refreshments and enjoy-
ing a snug litile chat, a mule was accoutred for my
use, and we rode off to visit that pavt of the estate,
situated in the valley, where stands Mr. Haldane’s
sugar-mill.

We descended to it by the Guaduas road, alihough
it may be reached by anotlicr way lytng through the
estate, but which was then scarcely completed.
The valley is a narcow strip of {inc land, set decp
between the mountains, having Lwo ncver—[ailing
streams of excellent waler running on either side of
it. Some of the people were busily employed plant-
ing cane, while others were catting down another
crop for the mill.  Everything connecied with this
branch of the cstablishment was in the best order.
A young Scotchman, the principal servant of Mr.
Haldane, of whom I shall have occasion, directly,
to make farther menlion, had the superintendence.
I saw here loaf sugar of quite as fine a quality and
as white as that of Guaduas.

I was shown the site on which it was intended to
erect a new dwelling-house, 1o be built of the fine
basaltic stone found n abundance close by; Mr. k.
remarking that his removal [rom the old place was
to be made solely on account of this having so
much finer a climate than where he now lived,

—rv——
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which is too ehilly during the rainy scason, and sub-
Ject also fo thick mists, even while 2 warm and
genial sun sheds abroad its chieering influence.

We crossed over to one of the small rivers which
runs along the valley, near the banks of which there
is every appearance of a vein of excellent coal.
Dismounting, we ascended the bed of the stream,
the waters being much reduced in this dry scason,
Here I also observed very clear indications of iron
ore, jet, and antimony, with an abundance of fine
limestone. T was shown the wild cinvamon-tree ;
but, upon tasting the batk, T found a very slight
sintlarily tndeed between it and the einnamon in
common use, Our return to the house was by a
dircct ascent from the valley, up the steep side of
ihe hill on which it stands.  'I'his way was chosen
by Mr. IL., as he wished 1o loolc at some peones who
were employed in elearing up new land from the
small bushes with which it is here covered, in order
to make grazing-ground of it; {or, as soon as the
sun’s rays can reach the soil, a finc grass springs
up spomtaneously. Aficr leaving the cleared part
of the hill, we somehow missed the littie path, and
Mr. Haldane was obliged to dismount and lerrct out
as good a one as possible, frequently using his ma-
chete to cut down the bushes that obstructed our
way. -

T'his estate, under ils present manager, promises
to be the very first in the couniry. [t is of immense
extent, and includes every variety of soil and climate
suitable for the staple productions of New Grenada;
on a fine slope ncar the house are scveral hundreds
of plants of the collee-tree, in the most healthy con-
dition. 'T'he top of the ridge here prodnces potatoes,
carrots, fine strawberries, and cvery other fruit and
vegelable found in temperate climes. At this time
there are about two or three hundred acres of this
upland enlirely cleared, and producing the riches
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pasturage for sheep and cattle. Mr. Xaldane is a
most indefatigable man, attending Lo cvery opera-
tion bimself ; and, by some means or other, he has
managed to drill into tolerably good ovder about
thirty or forty Indian labourers, who are much afraid
of exciling T]is displeasure, as he is very prompt
and decisive with them. At Guaduas T was teld
that he was too much so, being very passionate.
But I defy any active foreigner, who may have deal-
ings with so sluggish and ignorant a people, to be
able on every occasion to keep his temper under; and
as lo the respectable individual in question, I never
saw anything in his conduct to free from imputa-
tion the behaviour of those persons, engaged in
one of the most dastardly and murderous attempts
upon his life and property, the pamticulars of which
I am abont 1o relote, not only as made known to
me by Mr. Haldaue himsclf, but as adduced from
the cvidence of the guilty perpetrators theinselves.
Much less, too, will these stubborn facts excul-
pate his own countryman, who, with the power to
sift the matter to the bollom, and, most especially,
1o take measures o place the lonely, isolated famnily
at Palmar secure at least from a second atiack of
the liberated ruffians, has given but little attention
to the subject.

The particulars are as follows : My, Haldane said
thal towards sunset of ([ forget the dale,) but in
1835 or 6, he was standing in the yard in (ront of
his house, when a suspicious-looking Indian, pass-
ing alohg the road and observing Mr. I1., stopped to
inquire il he did not wish to purchase some cattle.
Upon Mr. H.’s replying in the negative, but advisin
him to take them to Guaduas, the fellow turned
away, when a singularly good chance enabled Mr.
H. to perceive the butt-end of a musket protruding
from beneath his Jong ruana. Before, however, he
could be seized or even interrogated as to his inten-
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tions, he had disappeared in the woods close to the
very door. Mr. Hsaldane, suspecting something
wrong, instantly summoned he Scotch overseer
already mentioned, and telling Mrs. Haldane not to
be alarmed, at the same time acquaiming her with
his suspicions, commenced the business of loading
all the arms he Inckily had in the honse ; which con-
sisted of two double-barrelled fowling-pieces, one
rifle, one musket, and two or three pairs of pistols;
besides, there were a pumbier of machetes and lances.
These preparations, hastily as they were made, had
scarcely been completed, when s party of six or
seven men were discovered moving up the road
from the brow of the wooded hill, which was barely
half musket shot f{rom the house. They were
armed with guns and machetes, and mado a full
display of their sirength. Not at all dannted by
the appearance of this formidable array, Mr. H.
gave inslractions to Mrs. Haldane to spread mat-
tresses ou the floor, and to place hersclf and children
upon them, out of reach of their bails.  This lady
told me herself that she believed a merciful Pro-
vidence so strengthened her at the time as to enable
her to banish from her mind all sease of personal
fear; and that she busied herself, during the whnle
of the fearful conilict that ensued, in barding up the
arms, or in preparing coffee to lieep up the hearts of
the two lonely beings who stood between the yelling
hloodhounds without and the destruction of all she
held dear on earth. God, in merey, helpus!  But
a man needs a wife possessed of such strength of
nerve to venture into a land like this! Not a soul
was there about the place upun whose assistance
they could call; and even had any of the peones
been near, the sight of the wretches without, who
could be distivctly seen entering the house of his
own overseer, a half-breed whom Mr. Haldane had’
ever most kindly treated, and in whom he had been
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aceustomed to place the ulmost confidence, would
have led him to reject their aid, cven had it been
offered.

My friend’s bouse was a small one, of a single
story, and octagonally shaped, having a smull wir_lg
in addition, bailt of the clay of the country; this,
luckily, had stout outside shutters. A slight {fence
of palm planks ran along in front about three yards
from ithe house. In the rear were numerous oul-
buildings, the only cause of dread to Mr. Haldaue ;
ns, should the party have dvided and gained the
rear, all would have been lost.  I'he main road ran
directly in front of 4he house, where, in its descent
towards Guaduas, and scarcely a short gunshot off,
it became lost to the sight, down the steep and
thickly wooded side of the mountain.  Above the
house, also, at about the same distance, the road
entered the thick dark lorest; and a broad field, lying
directly in front on the other side of the way, was
all the cleared ground in the immediate neighborr-
hood of the dwelling. 'T'he traitorous overseer’s

house was aboul a stone’s throw off, situated in the

centre of alittle cleared enclosure between Mr. H.s
and the brow of the meuntain. It was from this
house that the party first commenced firing in the
direction of Mr. Haldane’s ; thinking, probably, by
that mcans to frighten the inmates out of 1t, when
they might be shot singly, and ihe property plun-
dered at their leisure.  But they fonnd they had no
such foolish geueral to ‘deal with. The only en-
trance to the house in use was at the back of the
wing I have described; and there the Scoteh over-
seer was slationed, 1o guard against any surprisc by
- outflanking, and to reload the arms, while Mr. Hal-
dane himself passed to the outer corner of the wing,
where, lteeping under comparative sheller, he had a
full view of the dim forms now crowded together on
the road.
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It was here, then, that the conflict, fraught with
such deep import to the family of my friend, and
carricd on at such fearful odds, commenced. No
succour was near him.  He was alone in the midst
of black forests, and surrounded by savages thirst-
ing for his blood and that of his whole family. Yet
did a stout heart and sinewy arm bear hun safely
through that night of horrors !

A shot or Lwo had the effect of driving the assail-
ants bacl down the hill, and for a moment all was
silent.  Upon this Mr. kL coneluded, that, finding
him well armed and aware of their intentions, thev
had fled; but alas! he was, {00 soon, undeceived
by the whistling of & shot which came directly from
the cleared field in {ront, closc to where he stood,
lodging itself in the wall. He thercupon hastily
retreated into the lieuse, and opening one of the
little windows in front, plainly marked their new po-
sition, which, for them, was happily chosen. It was
behind the tall stump of what had been an enor-
mously large tree, admirably calculated for such a
purpose, and which could have protected ten men
from any danger in front. Mr. Haldane showed me
several places in it where his balls had lodged that
night. ,

They had gained this shelter unseen by Mr. Hal-
dane, favoured by the partial darkness, and by creép-
ing along the hll. They bad sense esough, how-
ever, to leave two of their party on the old ground;
but its exposed situation ta the close aiming of my
friend soon drove these also to the safer post in front,
Once convinced that the whole party was there, and
all {fear of an attack on his rear removed, Mr. Hal-
dane and his man, although =z sharp look-out was
still kept up inthat quarter, liad a fair ficld for action.
Shot after shot now lold againstthat venerable stumnp,
which, being long since stripped of its bark, and the
wood whitened by exposure to the sun and rain,



249 10GGTA.

stood clearly out in the darkness, and greatly aided
in showing up any part of the dusky figuves beyond,
¥ver and anon, s a head or hand beecame wisible,
it was immediately ahmed at by the party in the
house ; while they, on the other hand, had literally
shattered every shutier, as well as a great portion of
the walls of the house, with musket balla. "U'he
fight had thus contmued for aboul three hours, the
darkness and the well-chosen position of the enemy
rendering it inpossible to take anything like sure
aim, when at last a well-told shot upon one of the
party of desperadoes, who uttered the most terrific
howlings, seemed to have determined the ruffians to
retreat.  This they effected by falling back on the
wood, and probably thus descending the mountain
to their respective homes.,  An umwearied watch
was kept up inthe house during the whels night, and
Mr. Haldane stated that not even the conflict Hsell
was attended with any of the horrors which, to a
painful cxtent, prevailed throughout those gloomy
after-hours ; for neither knowing when they might
return, and in what numbers, and having about him
not a single person, except the overseer, on whom

to rely to convey the tidings to Guaduas, the night.

was passed by my friend as may be better imagined
than described. Ilowever, none of the wretches
reappeared. '

In the morning wonl was sent and succour came.
The house of {he villanous overseer was found ten-
antless, he and all his fammly having decamnped.
Behind the old stump mueh blood was sprinkled,
which was tracked to the wood; but whether the
person had been mortally wounded or not, lias ne-
ver transpired. The overseer and one or two others
were shorlly after apprehended ; but, although their
guilt was clearly proved, they escaped with the
lenient penally of a few months’ imprisonment!
and, as Mr. Haldane justly remarked to me, they

“x
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are now living in his very neighbonrhood, in all pro-
bability but awaiting some more favourable oppor-
tunity to put their hellish plans into execution at a
future day. It appcared, on the trial of these
wretches, that Mr. Haldane bad previously many
tehants on his lands, whom he allowed to erect
honses, and culuvate for their own use a cerlain
poriion, provided they, in return, cleared a fixed
cuantity of laud for the owner (but, since the aflray
Leve refated, Mr. Ialdane bas broken up all these
setllements); and that the people, instead of con-
fining their cattle within proper hmits, allowed
hogs, &e, to run wild, to the great damage of the
different crops; upon which Mr. Haldane, baving
tn vain remonsirated with them frotn time 1o time,
at fast told 1them that, unless the practice was given
ap forthwith, he would shoot the first hog he saw
at Jarge, which he did.  ‘P'his act drew down their
vengeance upon him, and first led to the infamous
congpiracy, the intention of which was the murder
of the whole family, and then plundering the house;
the dead bodies were to be piled together amid sur-
rounding combustibles, and burnt, thus hoping to
bury all traces of their guilt under tle ruins left be-
hind. A full and ceriified copy of these facts was
duly forwarded to the British minister at Bagotd;
but who took but few sieps in the malter to secure
the life and property of as worthy a man and subject
af the British empire as cver left his native land.
Mr. Haldane expresses no great fears for his salety,
and thinks he now has around him some peones on
whom he can depend; at least in their not taking
part with tus encmies, and for their bringing him
the carliest information respecting any hostile move-
menls that may be in progress.  fle alwdys goes
well armed, and is, in all, as brave hearled and gal-

* lant a gealleman as old Caledonia might desire a

ron of hers to be.  Ile regretted much that, on the
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night of the assault, there had not been onc more to
Cassist him, as then they conld, withouwt difficuity,
have turned the enemies’ flank, and possibly they
might not have gotien ofl so easily. __

The estate takes Hs name from the maltitude of
finc palm-trees vpon il, sowe of which must be at
least one hundred {eet bigh.  One of them, situated
near the house, I saw on a cortain morving, during
a very high wind, fail to the carth with a trewnendouws
crash.

The {orests abound with fine deer and wild tur-
keys, and in any more civilized conntry an estate
like that of Palinar would be equally invaluable for
its productions, as pleasant in allording a terrestrial
paradise for a habitation,

Mr. Haldane has formed a company, principally
of foretgners with capital, who intend {ollowing the
breeding of eattle and the extensive culiivation of
sugar, &c., on the estate. Fe has also set on fout the
establishment of & repular relay of mules between
Honda and Bogotd, for the transportation of mer-
chandise, to be managed by trusty oversecrs and
drivers ; so that foreign inerchants especially may
be sure of a saler and speedier transportation than
ig, al present, to be obtlamed; there being now no
‘end to the vexatious delays and exactions practised
upon the vninitiated by these native muleteers. Tt
ig very common for enc of them to engage your
freight at Hounda, or in the eapital, with barely half
the number of mules necessary for its direct convey-
ance, when he will set off with probably the one
half, deposite it at a short advance upon the road,
and then returning, take the other, and thus secure
the freightage of the whole, by keeping the goods
twice the requisite length of titae on the road.

IPine mines, no doubt, of different kinds, will soon
be worked on the sstate. Fmeralds have been found
near Villeta, upon a branch of the very ridge on
whicl Mr. Haldane’s house is situated, They are,

BOGOTA. 245

however, much inferior to those of Mousa, being
much lighter coloured and Jess brilliant.

In conversation witl Mr. H. I spoke of the great
disadvantage he must necessarily labour under
here, of bringing up young females o a place where
education was at so low an ebb. Upon which he
informed me that it was his intention to procure an
English governcss so soon as his new Louse should
be completed.

Mr. Haldane takes @ inost lively interest in the
prosperity of Guaduas, and is at the head of an as-
sociation there, the object of which (s to encourage
their two great branches of indusiry-—the making
of sngar and straw hats.

What scems ost 1o trouble him was that the
markel-day always being the Sabbath, he is, of a
necessity, obliged to do business on that day, while
his strict religions prineiples cause him to look upon
the custom as a most serious and demoralizing evil,
Once be actually applied to the bishoep, begging
him to aller the day to any onc of the other six! In
truth, he might just as well have required of his
mitred highness to renounce popery at once, and
so take the shortest way to establish ihe supremacy
of the laws of God ! _

I now took my leave of this excellent family,
trusting long to remember with gratitude the kind
trealment [ these experienced.

We returned to Bogotd after an absence of nearly
three weeks, stopping by the way al Cuni, the
estate of Mr. Willis, an Englishman, lately a mez-
chant in the capiial, and married to a sister-in-law
of President Santander. It is the intention of Mr.
Willis to coltivate the sugarcane extensively ; but
the site of Cuni js not 1o be compared with 1hat of
Palmar.  We dined with Mr. Thiflrey, a young
Englishman, his overseer, a very intelligent and
agreeable person, Mr., Willis being absent.

X2
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We lfound the ascent to the Acerradero very bad,
owing to a recent shower; but nearly the whole
distance across the plain was crossed on horseback
by the bright light of the moon, and we reached
home at a%inle past ten o'clock the same evening.

March 17th. Colonel Biddie, of Philadelphia,
brother to the celebrated bauker of that name, ar-
xived lere at this time with his secretary, direct
from the swvey of the Isthmus of Panama, with a
view lo the practicability of uniting the two scas
by a camal or railroad. Colonel Biddle brought a
complete plan of his intended route, and reported
the thing as being, in every respect, safe and prac-
licable ; arrangements were immediately made fox
laying the questien before the chambers at thal
time In session.  'T'he mission was at first supposed
to have been specizlly from the government of the
United States; but was afterward perfectly under-
stood to have proceeded from a eompany of iadivi-
duals formed in Philadelphia, and possessed of am-
ple means for the prosecution and completion of so
vast an undertaking. Colonel Biddle had a most
efficient aid in the person of one of the members of
the senate for the Province of Panama, Setior Obal-
dia, a most talented man and fluent speaker, and
who spoke the English also with great ease.

Some time previoos to this, it scems, a cerlain
Baron Thiery had obtained a patent from the go-
vernment of New Grenada for purposes similar to
those now about to be proposed by Colonel Biddle ;
but, as the people of Panama had never heard or
seen from tEi‘s baton since bis obtaining the grant,
and the time allowed him for the commencement
of the work being nearly cxpired, they had given
ap all bope from that quarter, and had pat down
the baron as a second Itlhers, who, should he cven
commence the work, would lack beth the means
and cnergy necessary for the accomplishment of so
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great an undertaking ; by which means the great
advantages that would acerue to the country froms
the work, properly carried through and rapidly coin~
pleted, would, to all intents and' purposes ba Tost for
hall a century to come; just enough of the work,
probably, being execcuted to secure the patent, as
Llbers did with his steain navigation of the river
Magdalena.  The proposals, therefore, of Colonel
Biddle, backed as they were by well-authenticated
documents of the ability of the company to carry
through the worlk when once commenced, produced
the most joyful sensation among the ivhabitants of
the Isthrus, while their representatives in Con-
gress were invested witle the fullest powers and
lusiractions for carrying these propositions throug
by every possible means, ensuring as they did the
opening up of a minc of wealth, not only to their
own province, but to the country at large. The
vast advantages to be derived by the whole mercan-
tile world, as well as the millions flowing into the
treasury of New Grenada, and the great nise in the
value of lande in all that region thereby produced,
requires scarcely any comment of mine here.

The only qucstion has ever been, Is the thing
practicable? Now that its practicability had been
most fully and clearly demonstrated, and a capital
of wany millions was ready to put to a lest this
practicability, not a doubt cver lingered in the
breast of a single intelligent citizen of Panama but
that government would accede with scarcely a de-
bate on the question,  For years, siace their eman-
cipation from the yoke of Spain, had they been
doomed to sit by and witness the sight of the great
door to the treasures of two mighty seas only barred
against them by reason of the poverty of their na-
tion and the imbecility of their rulers; but now all
this was overcome by the head, hands, and mears
of others!  All would be completed without costing
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them even a single thought, while they would merely
sit by and receive a ront, cxcecding, no doubt, the
whole of the present state revenue, A city would
arisc on the present isotated site of Panama not
surpassed by any in the commercial world. Bug
they had yet Lo be taught a severe lesson from the
“iotedior rode,” which, [ engage, will not be either
soon or lightly forgotten by the inhabitants of the
Isthmus.

Mr. Biddle and his secretary were inmaies of the
Amencan minisler’s house, General M*Afee, who
promised Lo forward the undertaking as much as
lay tn his power. But it would bave been much
better for the cause of Mr. Biddle had the ministey
allempted nothing in the matter.  For the general,
allhou;rrh an honest and upright man, with manners
both pleasing and conciliatory, knows little or no-
thing of the dutics comected with a diplomalic
agent, or of busincss generally.* He has now
resided fonr years in the country, nnd is as yet
acquainted with scarcely fifty words of the language,
nor could he turn one single point in the dark and
faithless character of this govermment to his own
advantage. Mistaking entirely the character of the
people, their agents, by dint of smooth promises
and a little well-timed flatlery, liave succeeded in
setiing aside almost cvery just claim which the
United States have against the republie, or (reaties
desirable to have, and then turn round and openly
laugh at the simplicity of the “old Kentucky farm-
er,” as they are pleased to term him. And thus it
will ever be as long as governments choose to send
abroad, as representatives of their commercial and
other interests, men whose want of acquaintance
with the general routine of commercial affairs, and
whose habits of life, as well as education, have kept
them completely in the dark respecting the great

* General Sempler is now Charge d'Affaires at Dogola.
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levers necessary to the putting in proper molion the
subtle and complex machivery of every individual
conrt and state throughout the world.

If it follow, as a matier of course, that each strong
potitical partisan of a party in power must at any
rate be pensioned off, why not keep the incompe-
tent i places at home, and sabslitute others more
capable for places abroad, rather than cause the de-
fects of a [riend to stand out in such bold relief!

As soon as the bill went before the chambers, it
beeame appareat that there was a counter-cuirent
sctting down (rom some quarter then unknown.
The opposition parly, composed principally of
members from the upper districts, fired ofl their first
gun by bringing up the old wretched Spanish po-
liey; “the fewer communications from the coast
the better; that, ‘quien sabe,) thal, should this
project of a road and canal across the Isthmus be
once carried thraugh, it mipht present a great temp-
tation to other natiens more powerful than them-
selves to talie possession of the country; and that
no onc nation was to be more dreaded than their
republican  brethren of the United States, who
secemed to be still as greedy after new Llerritories
as if those they already possessed were not suffi-
ciently extensive; that, although this was an under-
taking by private individaals, yet, ‘quien sabe,
low far the Butish and other Europcan govern-
ments may look upon it as such; that, at best, it
was but a wretched policy to grant exclusive pri-
vileges, like the one in question, to a band of
foreigners,” &c. &e.

But the most laughable feature in the case was,
that Colonel Biddle & Co. included in their demand
so many hundred acres of the land lying in the imn-
mediate route of the inteuded road, and © that land
being certainly worth several dollars per acre, such
transfer of it and the weallh of the country would
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be but virtual robbery, and the establishing of a
foreign power within their own dowains.

Now you may purchase this same land, even to
the extent of tens of thousands ol acres, at about
four reals cach! It was only to be worth the sum
mentioned Ly the sapient member after some mil-
lions of dollars of furcign capital had been expended
thercon!  Tnreply to a remark made by a member
present, ““that, as probably a number of foreign
Yabourers wonld be employed by the company, they
might easily set a rebellion on foot,” Mr. Obaldia
very tarlly answered, “No, Str, not so! but of ithis
be assured, that if the policy of the government sull
cuntinue to war against the best nterests of her
maritime citizens, and reject, or vender null and
void the mnnberless peiitious which have flooded
this house from the same quarter ever since the
hour we became a nation, revolution will most as-
suredly follow ; but not from the source whence my
eeen-sighted compeer seems to look for it: no!
but from the very citizens of those neglected re.
gions themselves will it come, and I myself will be
the very first to sound the ‘onset.’”

Others were opposed to the passing of the bill,
because they considered the right of ]%aron Thiery
as not yet forfeited; but when each and every one
of the foregoing arguments had bees swept from the
field of contest by the able pleadings and impas-
sioned eloquence of Obaldia and his coadjutors,
the opposition grew stronger than ever, and under
quite a different form. This was groundsd on the
right of another company, who laid claim to a pre~
ference over Biddle & Co., in that they proposed to
accept the privilege for a less number of years,
with less land, and to allow a larger rent to the
government.  T'his new company, morcover, was
styled “narive,” with how just a ¢laim to the appel-
lation the sequel will show,

ST
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"The first great agitator of this speculating scheme
was onc M‘Dowal, a Scotchman by birth, but mar-
ried to a nalive woman, which circumstance of
itself cntitles a wan to cilizenship. He owned a
share in the sali-works, and was struggling along in
the world, as was also a Mv. Davidson, an Ivshman, a
partner in the same sall concern, and a man notorious
throughont all New Grenada for his scheming and
plotting babits. This hopelul pair enlisted in their
train a Senor Morales, also of the salt company, a
great fanatic,and who kept up avery showy exteriar,
but posscssed of no solid disposable means. 'The
company’s only means werce held by Setior Montoya
principally, while Sefior R. Santa Maria and one or
two others had some wealth; hut the very extent of
the whole company’s disposable means could not
exceed 500,000 doliars, when millions ,would be
required before oue penny of interest could be paid
the sharcholders. The object of this singular propo-
sition was understood by by, Biddle and his {riends
at a single glance. It was, in reality, to oblige him
cither to buy off this new compauny’s right, or admit
them to take shares. He chose the latter, after find-
ing that otherwise his bill must give way to theirs.
There is a story of a poor Irishman, who, ac<
cepling the wager of a gninca that he counld not
dine with a certain rich miser, won it by calling
just at the dinner hour, and representing that he
could save old “ [1ard Gripes” a thousanf pouads,
and would inform him in what manner after dinner,
The bait took, and the Irishman received an invita-
tion to dine; and, when the meal was over; the miser
begged to be made acqnainted with his guest’s plan
for saving the thousand pounds, to which he recetved
the following reply : * Sir, you have a daughter to
whom you intend giving a dowry of ten thousand
ounds. Now I, your honour’s most humble servant,
will take the lady with but nine thousand, and you
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may keep the other yoursell.”  Than this ne case
could more resemble the ¥ native” company’s pro-
posals, in opposition Lo those of Colonel Biddle; and
yet, instead of having them kicked out, as was the
Irishman avd his offer, they would, without a doubt,
have been accepted, but Tor the bribe of the few
shaves; while, at the same time, the blockheads could
nol perceive how far their own knavery was over-
shooting itsell, n the case of the amount of their
shares .being called for, when much of the money
would have to be hired, and, lying so long without
interest, would of itself beggar them. Nor would
it be possible to sell such stock to any advantageous
account for many years, Neither would the native
part of the company have the least control in the
matter, as two-thirds of the stock would still be held
in the United States. From these, besides, Colorel
Biddle drew a sum of 5000 dellars as his proportion
of expenses incuarred in the survey. Santander be-
haved throughout the whole transaction in the most
unfriendly manner to Colonc] Biddle, at one time
holdingout hopesof suceess which be never dreamed
of being realized, and at another withdrawing al-
together from the question in the most cavalierlike
manner ; his dignily being once mightily offended
because Colonel Biddle wrote to him a Little out of
form. 'The chambers were completely at his nod,
and he bad but Lo use a very small part of his in-
fluence to verify his own expressed wishes on the
subject; but the truth was, Santander, at that time,
was anything but a friend to the interests of the
United States, and from no other cause than, simply,
that of wounded vanity. It happened that, when
he was recalled from exile to fill the presidential
chair on the deposition of the unfortunate Bolivar,
General Jackson, then President of the United
States, did not order a man-of-war from Florida to
New York to convey him to New Grenada, but told
his cxcellency that such a onc was at his service,
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provided he could travel 10 IMorida and embark there.
This, however, was very wrong 1 one seuse in Pre-
sident Jackson, and yet could wot have been meant
at all as an insult to a man like Santander, who had
been expairiated for liberal principles, approved as
these were by the general voice of his nation re-
calling him to fill the lughest station in its gift,
T'he vessel of war should have been either ordered
to the place where the extle was, or not have been
offered at all.  Yet a noble soul would not, for such
paliry considerations, have sacrificed the good of a
whole pcople.  Still true it is, that herein 1s the key
10 much which has puzzled mimsters in the United
States in regard to the strange and unnatural dis-
pesiion which has ever been manifested toward
their country daring the whole period of Santander’s
rule; and 1L was only after ihe late affair with Eng-
land, concerning their consul, Russell, of Panaina,
that these selfish foclings underwent the slightest
change.

'The character of Santander has been but imper-
feclly vanderstood in the United States, To strong
natural talent, a deep and matured understanding,
and promptness of execution (a characteristic se
generally deficient among his nation), he unites a
thorough knowledge, gained by close study, of the
characters of those around him ; and by a nice and
judicious system of political management, he con-
trives 1o govern one of the mosl unruly and faithless
people under the sun as easily as if they were so
many puppets.  His administration I believe to
bave been the very best for this people, and carried
through with as few exceptions, as one may expect
to find in such a government: but his character as
a man is very far from being so amiable as was
represented during his exile in the United States and
in Europe.  Possessed of great wealih, he s penu-
rious to a cuaritillo ; and most bitter in his feelings

Y
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of revenge against any who may thwart his plans,
retaining the recollection of the smallest affront or
injury, while those of gratitade for acts of kindness
received perish in the moment of their completion.
He suffers the most violent prejudices to rake pos-
session of his mind, scarcely giving the subjects
which may have excited them a single thought ; and
if he be afllerward convinced that they are truly
such, his vanity prevents him acknowledging his
error. He is aliernately cither very talkative or
very taciturn, even to the breach of good manners.
He would wander vp and down a yoom amid =2
numerous assembly, staring over the heads of ladics
and gentlemen, looking at a picture, and ask, in an
impatient tone, whether supper was yet ready !

Colonel Biddle was thus needlessly detained nntil
June the 30th, when he was escorted out of town by
a large party, in one of the three carriages owned
in the place, to the country-house of Seflor Morales
of the “ native company,” where a grand cotertain-
ment was prepared. All present were fain to fawn
upon and crouch before the man who had repeatedly
told them to their 1eeth of their swindling and dis-
graceful conduct. The last time that high words had
pazsed was while in compauy with the rencgade
Scotchman MDowal, Davison, Morales, and one or
two others, upon the Altesano, at which time they
told him that the 5000 dollars, their share of the
expenses iocurred in the survey, &c., waa all ready
in macaquing (iU covsisted of misshapen bits of
alloyed silver, the national currency). * Gentlemen,”
said Mr. B., “ we have nearly finished our long and
unpledsant business ; I pray you, do nut let me part
with you under the same impressions as when first
we became acquainted ; pay me in Christian coin ;
or, if you will insist upon my carrying with me such
adulterated trash as this to Carthagena, be so good
as to farnish the necessary number of jackasses for
is transportation.” It was finally paid in gold.

— e
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CHAPTER VII.

Diatarbances with Greal Brilain—Cruel Treaiment of two Ofi-
cers on Clolumbian Halfpay.—Col. Joachim Acosta.—Descrip-
tion of a Danta.-—Farewell Party —Coancealed Treasures.—
Youth of Bogoti.—Departare from the Capital —Arrival at
Houda—Description of the Town.—Difhieaity in procuring
Means of Conveyance.—Sefior Aguadelo.—Mr. Triffroy.—
Seilor Lia Guardia.—Visit his Iacienda. —Leave Honda —
Old I'roubles of ‘I'ravel rencwed. —Reach Mompox.—Barranca.
~[lval to Carthagena.

In the beginning of December, (836, I came to
the cenclusion of setting oul for Carthagena about
the first of the new year; but was mduced to post-
pone my departure nearly a month later, to avail my-
self of the companionship of Doctor Goudot, who
was going on a journey to his native country, France,
by way of the United States.

In the mean time rumour of disturbances with
Great Britain reached Bogotd; and, knowing well
the natural propensities of the mob nere, foreign
residents became much alarmed, particularly the
English; some of whom, then men of business, pre-
pared 1o make over their property to French or Ame-
rican citizens, while the gathering of the storm was
watched with gloomy and intense anxiety by all.

The incidents which gave rise to so serious a
misunderstanding between ilie two countries werye
simply these : a certain Mr. Russell, British conaul
for Panama, had 2 grudge toward a cilizen of the
place. This he chose to rnray by assaulting him
with a sword as be passed along the public street
m company with a female. 'The consul was pdur-
mg out the {n\vest abuse, when, the police intétferihg,
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an alcalde struck Russell a violent blow with hiv
cane, laying open the temporal artery, and other-
wise severely malireating him.  ‘This abuse took
place after the cousul had been disarmed, and ren-
dered, of course, utterly incompetent io protect him-
sell.  Russcll was imprisoncd, aud the oflice, con-
tatmng the varions documents of the consulate,
being shmt up, the keys were handed over to the
oflicer commanding the port. A statement of these
facts being duly forwardcd to the proper authorities,
and no doubt highly celowred by both Russell and
the miuister at . Bogotd, ancther consul was de-
spatched forthwith, carrying with him instroctions
{0 the governwent of New Grenada to release Rns-
soll at once, paying him as a compensation for the
abuse L£1000; also, that the alealde who had struele.
the blow should be forthsvith imprisoned, he having
been allowed to goat large ever since the transac-
tion had oceurred.  These requests, it scemed, all
passed unheeded 5 and to render the case still maore
desperate, the newly appointed consul would not
receive the keys of the closed consulate at the hand
of any one but the former possessor, and theu only
provided he was not a prisoner.  And thus matters
stood.

The alealde was guilly of a most gross breach of
duty as well as of the laws; and the conduet of the
anthorities of Panamwa in allowing this alcalde to go
unpunished, and taking violent possession of the office
and seals of the consulale, were facts in themselves full
grievous to be borne by any nation possessing the
mcans of redress; and there is not a particle of doubt,
but that a little show of power is, occasionally, neces-
sary to keep in proper check sucls piratical and inflated
petly states as are most of these South Amecrican
republics. Yetil was well known hy forcigners in Bo-
gold, that the whole matter might have %ecn settled
in a manner satisfactory to Great Britain without its
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having gone to such lengths as it did, but for the
swaggering bullyism and unduc haste of the British
minisier at the capital. He is a man who, I am sorry
to say, has scarcely a single friend among his coun-
trymen in the place. By the whele hody of natives
he is most cordially hated, and they take no pains
to conceal it; nor can it be wondered at, considering
the abuse he is ever heaping upon them, even in
their very teeth, FPossessed of a vielent temper,
and actuated by principles of the very highest tory
stamp, his conduct s highly ridicnlous, and deserving
1o be treated with contempt.  Very truly did 2 most
worthy Tnglish merchant once observe to me, on
the occasion of the disturbance, that “they {meaning
the English government) should have kept him
where he was, secretary to the legation at Constan-
tinople, a place mucl more suited to bis despotic
ideas.” Mr. Adams* his present sccrefary, it is
said, 13 to siecced him shortly, a man of quite dif-
ferent feclings and principles, and esteemed by both
foreigner and native.

Itis well known in what a miserable state of de-
pendence on the excenlive of New (Grenada, are the
various courts of justice, and nothing could have
been more casy than for (zencral Santander to have
obliged the judge who sentenced Russell to with-
draw his __jud}gment, by a confession of error, &ec.
in the case. Buch a course was really In progress
when the minister, the moment he reccived the de-
spatches of his government by a special messengey
sent from the coast, rushed furiously before the
council of the nation, demanding an immediate an-
swer, or bidding them dread the consequénces of
calling down upon their heads the whole pawer of
the British crown.

This sudden and violent announcement of the de-

+ Mr. Adams now fills that dihce.

Y 2
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clared purposes and demands of the English govert-
ment, not only defeated the policy of Santander as
regarded his obliging the judge to unsay his verdict,
but also raised up feelings of indignation in his own
bosom, while the samc took posscssion of every
member of the community,

'Thus maiters wore bandied about; the govern-
ment requiring a certain number of days to give an
answer, which they at last did by declaring they
would neither liberate Russell nor pay the £1000
damages. With this reply the messenger departed.

Now great preparations were scemingly made
for defence on the part of the government, and no-
thing was heard 1n the streets but bombast and oaths,
of how they would thrash John Bull, &c. Vet the
city remained perfectly well disposed toward foreigu-
crs up tothe day Ileft.  The minister, T understood,
had heen once jostled ofl the Altesano ; but nothing
morc occwrred.  The American and I'rench inis-
ters had made a formal requisition to the govern-
ment, that in case of any riot v the capital, they
should be held strictly responsible for any outrages
committed against the persons or property of the
citizens of their respective countries; and, 1f ncces-
sary, to station guards at their place of general ren-
dezvous as a matter of safety.

Every one 1s already acquainted with the way in
which this affair was wound up. The government
of New Grenada acceded to every request, as it
stood In its original form. No oue, indeed, ever
belicved that Santander meant to risk the levelling
of his towns and the total blockade of the coast, for
the nonpayment of a paltry theusand pounds, and the
imprisonment of a blackguard alcalde.

Mr. Russcll, the canse of all this disturbance, had
resided a fong time in the country, aud is well known
m Mompox, Antioquia, and other parts of it as a
low, worthless, and dissipated person, of no standing
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whatever ; and as the natives observed, with a good
deal of truth too, “a subject of the empirey édnd a
consul 10 boot, whose henour, bruises and all, the
British valued at the low rate of £1000, could not
have been a person of much standing] or conse-
quence.”  What the bonsted means of defence of
the country were, will be shown mere at length in
the gequel. _
Santander and his couneil were guilty of one act
of the grossest meanncss, as connected with this
affair.  This was their giving notice to two veteran
Iinglish soldiers resrling en haltpay in the capital,
to come forward and sweer that they were then
ready and willing 1o march against their brethren
in defence of New Grenada!  And this act will ap-
pear more base when [ say that one of these officers,
Colonel Brand, had fought for them during ncarly
all of their protracted struggles for independence,
and had ever proved himsell the “ bravest of the
brave,” and had lost bis hearing cntirely from a
cold caught by sleeping encamped on e snow !
T'he other, the brave Colonel M‘Intosh, liad but the
use of one hand, baving also been deprived of 3
while in the Columbian service ! Why, the martial
laws of the severest region i Furope would have
exempted an old lane veteran [rom acting in defence
of the capital itself, even if attacked by utter altens
to his creed and nation, not to mention ordering Him
to the {rontier to war agaiust his own countrymen !
The brave fellows, after consulting with their
cowntrymen, concluded to go forward and report
themselves ready ; and then, should the push came
in sober carnest, they covld fly off at last, ns the de-
mand was apparently made in the hopo that it would
not be complied with, and thus these two superan-
mtated officers have been deprived of thetr paltry
halfpay, which constituted ther sole support.
oth. Dined at the house of Colone! Joachim
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Acosta, where I spent a very pleasant day and
cv?l?}llgg}.mnsc is in the square of Don ];?1'a11ciscn,_ op-
posite to the church of that name. 'The American
minister, and Mr. and Mrs. Ellingsworth, were all
who were present al the party.  “I'he colonel mar-
ried an English lady while in the States, a Miss
Kemble, Mrs. Acosta is pretty and very accom-
lished. They have but one child, a most lovely
ittle girl, from three to four years of age.

‘T'he apartments of this domicilo are calculated to
bring back to the heart thoughts of home comfort,
50 long foregone. Neither t_.he !lOIlSC nor the roomns
are very large, bus cvcrythmgf ts neatly apd taste-
fully arranged. The c_olunel 1as a small l]l)!jal'y of
well-selectcd Dbooks, richly bound, and a cabinet of
minerals ; he himself possessing some knowledge of
botany, mincralogy, and astronomy. In his study
there was a very fine painting by Vasquez of Bo-
got4, also two by Titian. In the cvening Mrs.
Acosta sang several picces both in Italian, I'rench,
and Fnglish, with a voice well cultivated and of
considerable compass. We had, also, a finc peep
at the planct Jupiter through a most excellent tele-
scope. .

11th., Walling along the Alameda this morning,
I saw ice full half an inch thick, which & boy carried
in his hand.

20th. I went in company with Mr. Gooding and
another friend to see a danta, which had Dbeen
sent as a present to General Santander, and kept in
onc of the yards of the Capuchin convent.

On the way thither Mr. (+. informed us how ex-
tremely ferocious this animal was, having, he said,
but a few days since attacked a My. Gomez, from
Antioquia, who went to sec it, and broken two of
his ribs, as well as a friar, who was much injured.
He thought that it would consequently be best for

e
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us to approach rather guardedly.  Arriving at the
fivst court in the rear of the convent, we Tound the
door lastencd, and not a sonl to be seen about the
premises.  As the wall was not over five feet high
we scrambled over 1t, and entered a second yard, but
could sce no danta.  T'he door to a third and much
larger one, with a high wall around it, stood open,
and this we cautiously entered. It was covered with
a short rich grass, and there were afew small fruit-
trees, but we could see nothing of the animal, having
seritinized every corner from our concealinent in
the doorway. My, Gooding now ventared forward
to the other end of the yard, which was abont 100
yards nilength, when he pereeived the danta lying
in a trench, wlich had concealed him hitherto from
our vicw, and so tame did it appear, scarcely deign-
ing Lo notice his approach, that Mr. Gooding ventured
to within a couple of yards of its head, and made
gestuwes for it to get up, when, on a sudden, the
clumsy-looking animal was on his feet, and making
a spring at Mr. (4, threw him with great violence
down on his face, and befove he recovered from his
prosirvate position, slruck Jum a second time, Tlas
was all the work of a moment.  Neither of us had
arms, and there was not a singlo club or loose brick
within our reach ; but secing the learful situation of
our friend, we were dashiug forward to his rescue at
all hazards, when, forfunately for us all, as our united
destruction would have been an easy matter to so
powerful an adversary, lus keeper appeared at the
gatcway, and as soon as the anynal heard his well-
known veice calling luim to his fooed, he immediately
lefius.  We all afterward went up and examined 1t
while eating his meal, which consisied of a mixture
of bran, grain, and water; but we took cspecial care
Lo keep at a respectable distance behind the keeper.
Poor Gooding was obliged to hiave his horse sent
for to carry him home, his arm and leg being muchy
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bruised, and his hat and coat considerably the worse
for the encounter; yet nonc of his hu}'t‘s confined
him more than one day to the Liouse. Iilc_ keeper
said that the dania :must only have §truck in $port,
as a single one of his blows given in good carnest
would break any bone in the human body ; and that
the animal was rendered more ferocious than usnal
by such a mnnber of peuple visiting and tormenting
him. This danta was of a dingy, black colour,
about three and a half fect high, weighing probably
about 800 pounds. Iu shape it was somethiug like
the hog, but more straight 1» the hind quarters, with
very short hair like the deer. A sharp bone
situated in the snout is this animal’'s chief weapon
of attack. "There was a cut in the arm of Mr. G
coat evidenlly made by this.  Itis a great pity that,
lieretofore, aﬁ attempts to carry one to the United
States have been unsuccessiul ; but T feel assured
the thing could be accomplished by taking a cub of
the white Socorro breed, which is a much hardier
race.

27, A supper-party was given on my account
by my ever-kind and attached friend, Mr. Gooding,
at hiis honse in the St. Rosario, direcly opposite the
college entrance. A considerable number of both
English and American acquaintances were there,
and the evening passed away most delightfully.
Mr. G. bad only removed to this new situation a few
months before, having resided previously in the
Calle Real. The house s large and very con-
venient, with a neat little shrubbery in the inner
court. What I would particularly remark about
this habitation is, that from the bottom te the top of
almost every room in it, lobbies and all, there had
heen openings, of cither old or recent date, made in
the wahs for the purposc of scarching for treasuses,
supposcd to have been hid there some time during the
commencement of the revolution. I observed that,

BOGOTA. 263

in the parlour, some of the bricks which composed
the bottom of the window recess, had been lately ro-
moved, as was very cvident from the freshness of
the plastering. The story ¢f the hidden treasure
is as follows: A certain wealthy individual, who
owned the property and resided on it at the time,
noted for his strong aitachment to the Spanish
crown, became alarmed at the rapid spread of re-
volutionary principles, and having first drawn out a
sum of some two or three hundred thousand dollars
in gold {rom the mint wherein it was deposited de-
termined to decamp. Belore, however, he could
decide on his plan of escape, the Patriots were upon
the city, and he had but bave time to get off under
the disguise of a friar, a sworn friend of his, who
procured him the habit.  In this guise he made to
the coast, and finally reached Jawmaica, where he was
seized with a fever, and died a few days after his
arrival.  That this man owned much wealth, and
that he drew a certain heavy sum in gold out of the
mint as aloresaid, and that this gold was not carried
from the country by him, are weli-authenticated facts;
but whether the old system of wall-burying was
vesorted to, or whetlier the friar, who provided him
the means of escape by lending him his own cassock,
was acquainted with the secret of the treasure as
well as the escape, and had made use of his know-
ledge as nine out of ten would prohably have done
under similar circumstances, is a question not so
readity solved. The house certammly possesses
great conveniences for the concealment of treasures,
as, under the lobby alone, 15 a heavy foundation-of
stone, which forms a wall of about eight fcet high
as you descend to the first conrtyard. If people
are so sure that the treasure lies somewhere about
the premises, why not form a companf,r, purchase
the house, and pull it down systematically ?

But almost every old house in Bogotd is said



j.1% BOGOTA.

gither 1o have had treasures taken ont, or to havo
them remaining still in their walls, and servanis and
ignorant people arc continually dreanvug of having
spots pointed out to them where they are to be found.
Should these spote ever occur to ihcin as being
in the immediate neighbourhood of the back yards,
kitehens, or owthouscs, then commences a regular
drilling into bricks and: mortar, and there is no end
to the !Ilubbub they create.

To-day I witnessed, for the first time since my
residence in Bogotd, a faint atlempt at some playful
exercise ventured upon by two or three liitle boys.
It is a singular fact, certainly, that the children here
indulge in none of those active and healthful sports
and games whichare remembered with suchfeelings
of delight by individuals of other countries, as they
look back throngh the long, dim vista of years upon
their school-days, that happy, joyous period when
head, beart, and hands arc so truly umted 1n follow-
ing up the dizzy dance of childish glce and Arolic
and when the embryo hero and staicsman perhaps
received their first impulscs from the mimic capture
of a snow-tower, or the planning out of some truant
holyday. Nothing either in the shape of ball, kite,
loop, or marhles, have I ever witnessed here.  The
very slep and gait of a little Bogotano have more
the resemblance of premature old age than that of
the clasticity of boyhood. You may see him siretch-
ing out his lazy hmbs by the door of the house,

“either caressing onc of their nasty, insignificant curs,
or gazing listlessly forth upon what is passing in the
street. As with the boys, so0 15 1l with the girls. No
dolls amuse their childish hours, nor awalken in their
young minds those habits and syrapathics which are
calculated perhaps to prepare them for the more
sober duties of matured years; for their skill is
never tasked to plan ont, and their litile hands never
employed in making the tiny garments in which to
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array these favourite playthings of the girlish days
of our own fair comntrywomen.  Among the more
wealthy families arc sometimes to be found collec-
tions of rarc toys, it is true; butin the place where
they are first deposited, there they generally remain g
while neither their propertics, nor the things they
are intended to represent, becomme any great matter
of speculation to these sluggish youths, who no
doubt connect them somchow in their own wise
minds with others of a religions kind, too sacred to
be handled roughly or familiarly.

On the morning of the 29th January I left Bogotd,
after a residence there of eleven months,  Doctor
(, and his “chere amic,” a plump little personage
of the Indian cast of complexion, had proceeded on
their journcy the day previous, but were to join me
at Honda. It was the intention of the doctor to
show his “dulcinea” something of ““la helle France”
before their return, which was 1o be some time during
ihe ensuing autumn.

I took with me, also, the parents of the child
whose death and burial here { have mentioned in a
foregoing chapter.  Our baggage was forced into
as compact a form as possible, and, among other
things, I carricd with me a large box of paintings,
without frames, and rolled vup tegether with bayeta
cloth on a wooden cylinder, and thus placed in a
strong box, which was bome by a stout mule. I
was accompanied as far as Cuatras Esquinas by
most of these who formed the parly convened at
supper on the previous night,  lere we breakfasted
and took leave of cach other. .

The separation was truly a licavy one wilh mahy
ol us. It secined as if something stronger than the
mere acquaintanceship of a {ew ghort mouths had
tnlen hold npon the affections. Yes !t anil all will
feel it so who may ever visit the shut-out and dreary
capital of New Grenada. The tie of language

Z
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alone exercises no small influence over us; and
wht;n to this are added a common faith; the litile
social circles, wherein the remembrance of home

and country, and all connected therewith is bronght

home to the wanderer’s heart with a donble zest ;
the chpir:g up of that perfect understanding o
requisite to unity of action in regard to the firse
law of our nature, self<lefence, for which, in coun-
tries like these, there is a stern necessity; that
heart must be truly cold and calious, which, on de-
parting from the Iittle few whose cirele is thus nar-
rowed, 1s not deeply affected. * Those that remain
look upon the one about to leave them as an ac-
quaintance, perhaps a friend, they may never more
beho[d; and although they may feet that he is the
happier paity in that his journey is homeward, yet
it pains them to aunticipate in Iliought the toil, de-
Errvauon, and anxiety he must of necessity undergo

cfore reachmg the famitiar shores—such fcclinzs
sadden the last momewts of separation, and leave
indced a long, a lingering gloom wpon thc.spi_l‘il,s,
but they endear the more; and memory in after
life will often dwell on the scenes aud friendships
known amid those cheerless regions.

]L was fortunate in overtaking, near Facutativa, a
Sefior Hjcrran, brother to the general of that name,
then at Panamn in command of the troops.  Seilor
Herran was also bound 1o Tonda, to attend per-
sonally to the conveyance of some machinery in-
tended for the cotton-mill erecting at Bogotd. I
;::‘}:}lnlc! ?lm to be o very intelligent person, speaking
S_;. glish fluently, having travelled in the United

tales; we accordingly jogged along the road
very agreeably together. We slept that night at
the Posada del Cerradero in our elothes, on a
wretched truckle-bed. I should rather have said
ilittemptcd to sieep; for the insccts kept us awake
t¢ greater part of the night; and we arose at day-
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break shivering and unrelreshed, and proceeded on

our journey, arriving at Honda on the first day of

February.

Nothing but the fear of losing the boats, which

were said to be lying ready to start from Honda,
made me forego the pleasure of another shaort visit
to Palmar, and a day’s delay in Guaduas, at which
place I procured two bags of the most delightful
arrow-root | ever used, fully equal in quality to the
very best Bermuda.  Arrived at the bodegas, I
found that Doctor Goudot was at Handa; there

were, indeed, no less than five boats lying ready
freighted ; but there was no likelihood for the pre-
sent of geiling down the river, on account of the
scarcity of bogas. Having disposed my people in
as pood quarters as the wretched bedegas afforded,
and leaving my servant Chepe 1o sce to their com-
fort, I crossed the river in a canoe, when a walk of
three quatters of a mile up the bank brought me to
the town. Ilere I found the doctor, with a ¥rench
Iricnd of his, a Mr. Leon, a merchant in the place;
and having joined Mr. Triflrey, who, most fortunately
for us, was now residing here as general agent for
Mingsworth & Co., of Bogotd, we set about consult-
ing what was best 1o be done under existing circum-
stances to accelerate our departure,

The result of this consultation was, that, upon the
whole, it would be much better to purchase two
good-sized canoes, hire our own bogas, and proceed
down the river as rapidly as possible ; for, {rom pre-
sent appearances, it was totally uncertain when the
champacs might leave. Besides, the country was
daily getting into a greater state of ferment, and,
should hostlitics once aclually have commenced,
we would be much safer in Mompox than either
here or in travelling through the country. We
now regretted that we had not gene from Bogotd by
the road to Maracaibo, which we once intended do-
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ing, but had given up our purpose on account of its.
being so rough and tedious.
In the course of two or three days we were en-

abled to purchasc two fine canoes for the sum of

eighty-six dollars. One of these we approptiated:
for the baggage, and the other for our party, which
consisted of five persons.  Kach boat was to be un-
der the management of a single boga and a pilot,
whom we readily procured by offering the enor-
mous sum of ten dollars, when the usual wages were
from eighieen to twenty reals.  We now conaluded
to start on the fourth day after our arrival; at which
time, however, our bogaa were not to be found,
when, upon Inquiry, we discovered that they had
been enticed into the service of Seiior Aguadelo, the
great beat proprietor, a very wealthy man, and of
influence m the place. 'The means taken to carry
through their plans proved effectual, by telling the
ignorant mén that we were Englishmen going te
Carthagena to assist onr conntrymen, and by
threatening them with denunciation to the authori-
ties if they went on the voyage with us. Thus
were the poor crcatures robbed of the few cxtra
dollars of our agreement! Upon inquiry, we found
the character of the owner of the boats to be such
as to make us forego all thoughts of remonstrating
against his conduct ; and we were told to await qui-
etly the arrival of Governor Bscobar, who was ex-
pected every hour. Accordingly, when he arrived,
we presented our passports to him, and demanded
that justice should be dune us In preventing any one
interfering with our departure from the place so soon
as a sccond sel of bogas could be procured. To
this the governor very promptly acceded ; and we
had every reason to helieve him an upright, gentle-
manly personage ; and on this account, no doubt, he
was hated by Aguadelo and the Jarge body of his
dependants,  To the incessant efforts of Messrs.
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Trifirey and Leon, we werc at last mainly indebted
for the means of departure; for 1 do believe that,
without their friendly assistance, it wonld have been
weeks cre we could possibly have effected it.

I would here simply caution strangers of every
country from attaching the slightest value to letiers
of intraduction! or Lo any papers which might be
thought of conscquence, as they would actually
he in otlhier countrics, since on this occasion we
brought letters from the first people in Bogotd, and
found their incfficacy. My friend, Dr. Goudot,
was a man, too, of much wealth and of high stand-
ing there, us he had been a resident for many years,
Besides, he was about to return 1o the country im-
mediately, and was, at the same time, a cilizon of
France.

I myself had taken the precaution, through the
kindness of the American rainister, to get tny puss-
ports mwade out as bearer of despatches o the United
States from Seiior Pombo, the minister at Bogotd
for Foreign Aflairs, &c., &e. Yot none of these
considerations were of the least scrvice to any of
us with such a man as Aguadelo. Not cven a
solitary glass of wine, nor an offer of the most tri-
fling favour in his power to bestow, did all our let-
ters and introductions together elicit from  him.
Neither did iny letter from Mr. Gooding receive any
attention whatever, although he pays him annually
some thousands of dollars {or freight, and isreckoned
among his warmest fricnds.

One day the doctor said to an individual, a friend
of Aguadelo, # Seiior, we are not English;” and his
reply was, “ If you are not English, you are Jews
{meaning heretics), and that is the same thing.”

Tt answers very well to send a large cargo of
goods through the hands of such men as Aguadelo,
who has, in truth, the undivided countrel of the whole
river; but if a small company like that of ours, angd

)
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situated as we were, go up or down the river, or even
have a few bales of merchandise either coming or
going, 1 wonld advise then to avoid such people, as
they will most assuredly be taken in at last.

Had we, but a day or two previous to our quitling
Bogot4, addressed a few lines to eitber Mr. Leon
or Mr. ‘I'riffrey here, instead of trusting to the ho-
nour and politeness of Aguadelo, they would have
had both boats and men in readiness for our imuwme-
diate embarcation. This could he done also in the
same way by one going from Carthagena 1o Bogotd,
with scareely coming in contact with such low, gro-
velling, and deceitful men as Aguadcla of Honda.*

On the 6th we were all once more ready for a
start. Till the very last moment did Aguadelo en-
deavour to get away our bogas, riding down cven
to the bodegas for' that purpose on the morning of
our departure : and so exasperated had we become
at such contemptible conduct, that I verily belicve,
had he succeeded in seducing away {rom their duty
a single individual, evil consequences might have
ensued to both him and ourselves.

During the week we remamed at Ionda, T took
wp my quarters in the house of Mr. Triffrey, in
whom 1 found a mest kind, agrceable, and 1ntelli-
gent companion ; one perfectly well qualified to

give cvery requisite information in vegard to Ionda -

and its vicinity.  Mr. T. bad in lus posscssion one
of the instruments uscd by Humboldt when he as-
cended Chimborazo.  He expressed himself as very
weary of remaining in the country, and entertained
hopes of removing to Canada, where his parents
resided, some time during the ensuing summer.

* 1 wanld liere remark, that since my own experiance of the great
dilicully in the way of travel on the Mugdalena, as well as having the
opinion of several observing gemilemen whe have teavelled by both
routes, that the one by Muracaibo is by far the best to reach Tlogota,
nnless, indeed, it ever happen that steamboats go into full and eflicient
operalion, when the whole distance between Darrnea and Honds
might be neeomplished in from fourteen to sixteen days, or less,
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'The silation of Honda is very fine. It stands
upon a genile eminence, where the Guali joins the
Magdalena, and is cnvironed on all sides by the
most picturesque motntain scenery ; the Magdalena
rushing past, while the beautiful limpid waters of
the Guali, with its romantic banks, flow directly
through the centre.  "This river is crossed by means.
of a fine wooden bridge, with abutments of heavy
masonry.

The drinking of these walers is said to cause the
goitre to prevail so much in this place by those who
attribute the production of that disease to the use of
SNOW water.

'T'he climate is very hot, but not at all unhealthy,
and comparatively frec from those pests, fleas and
moschetoes. Honda, in the time of the Spaniards,
and before it suffered very severely by those earth-
quakes which destroyed more than one half of the
best buildings in the place, was a city of much trade
and importance. At the present period it contains
barely 6000 inhabitants, whose sole support depends .
upon the nver freights.  The rivers yield abun-
dance of fish; while plantains avd other nutritioua
fruits peculiar to the country are in the greatest pro-
fusion, thus affording the most tempting facilities
for lcading a lazy life. Consequently, when hoats.
are neither arriving nor departing, the town is so
devoid of anything like a busmess bustle, that one
might easily fancy bimself walking the strects of a
city smitten with the plagne. ' _

The formation and covstruction of the houses, as
well as the general appearance of the whole place,
give it a sivong resemblance to an ancient old-coun-
try town, Many of the buildings arc huge misshapen
edifices of stenc or brick, having walls of great thick-
ness, and two storics high. The streels are all
paved after the rough Bogotd fashion; some of them
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hanging one over another, the descent from one to
the other being facilitated by a few steps,

The finest buildings, such as the convents and
public offices, are all in ruins, heing destroyed by
the 1errific carthquake in 1506, _ -

Piles of these ruins are yct standing. comprising
whole sides of a square, 10 the height of one story,
pillars of hewn stene, &e. Some parts of these
ruins present a most picturesque and unique appear-
ance, which is occasioned by the twistings and twi-
nings of the caucha-trees about them, often forming
around a broken pillar, or arched entrance, a perfcet
casing of the most complicated network, the great
force of which, as the roots gain thickness and shoot
upward, is sufficient to rend asunder the strongest

"masonry. 1 saw here a huge mass o_f such masonry,
from, prokably, cight to ten lons” weight, completely
separated from the tain body, and raised a {ull foot
from the foundation. :

The neighbourhood of this trec is much dreaded,
for should the smallest tendon once gain nsertion
into some slight rent or crevice in the wall of a
house, it will be sure to destroy it, nnless prevented
in time. They also climb up to the tops of other
trees, and ofien crush the largest of them, and run
sometimes along the surface of the ground to an
almost incredible distance, destroying every other
plant in their course. |

The largest vuin is that of the convent of the Je-
suits, whial, after their expulsion, had becn used as
a government estanco, or place of deposite for the
spiritous  distillations of the coumtry. Ncarly the
whole of the wall composing the finc front entrance

is entire, save wheve the caucha-tree has slightly

disarranged the regularity of the architectural out-
tine. Passing through a small wing of the place,
once the chapel of the convent, and now refitied to
accommodate the family of an old man, who has

e
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some official charge about Honda, we cntered the
extensive enclosures, where lie ruin vpon ruih of
baths, cells, and long lines of dilapidated arches, all
telling of the former vastness and importance of the
place.  Ascending the hill just above this, and situ-
ated at the very edge of the ancient town, you arrive
at what was once the college or semingry of the

same order. Little of the walls are now left stand-
ing ; barely enough to mark out the compass of the

edifice itself; but it is said to have heen of much
greater extent even than the convent. A thick wood

has sprung up all around and upon it.  From the

whole of the cnclosure there is evidence of its hav-

ing been completely filled with cells uader ground,

extending n regular rows throughout.

Three human sculls were lying together upon a
large stone, probably placed there by some one who
had come upon them while removinhg stone for the
use of new buildings. ‘I'hey were much decayed,
and fancy pictured them as belonging to that black
race of self-styled immaculates, who for a while
lorded it alike over prinee and people, and the sight
of whose very ashes, now disinurned and trampled
upon, as they lie strewn over the ruins of their once
proud palaces, bring an undefined awe over the soul,
and shoot an icy pang to the heart of the bravest arnid
the best alive.

The poor ignorant bigots of the lower ordets still
bury their dead within these precincls, considering
it as by far the most holy ground in the town.

Destroy but the great principle of general cduca-
tion, as brought into s¢ bealthy a state by Protestant
bloed and exertion, and you need not suppose, for
a moment, that it would be a difficult task to conjure.
up even a worse spirit than that which inhabited the
dark breasis of the Jesnits, whose influence is folt
here still at this remote day, and by a people too,
who are ever ready to rise wp en masse upon the
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slightest infringement of their constitution on the
part of the executive of the republic, and who yet
can worship the foul ruins of the very beings who
were always prompt to visit, with fire and fagot, the
least expression opposed to their tenets on him who
dared bul to think for himself.

Nothing can be fincr than a short stroll up the
wooded banks of the sparkling Guali; and the ba-
thing inits clcar waters is truly delightful.  Aftera
walk of about ten ov fifleen minutes, we came (o a

‘bend in the stream, where several large trees have
been felled and laxd across, so as 1o resi upon cer-
tain huge rocks lying in the very midst of the cur-
rent. We stepped out upon these, and seating our-
selves under the shade of gome wide-spreading
cauchas, enjoycd the fine soft breeze which played
upon the river, and watched the flights of the splen-
did guacamayas, as they careered to and {ro from
their abodes In the face of the stecp rocky shore
bevond., ' Such scencry I” exclaimed I; “ay, and
suck barbarians ! returned my companion, hnish-
ing the sentence. ,

The fercy over the Magdalena, opposite the town,
1s a most awhkward concern. One is obliged to cross
in a cramped flat-bottomed scow, just above the
worst chorra, or rapid, in the whole navigable part
of the river! where its bed is full of large, smooth
stones, which might very casily be removed, was
there but theslightest spint of cuterpriseamongthose
immediately concerned.  Mr. Triflvey told me that
some years ago he himself cleared away one of the
very largest of them by means of blasting, having
petitioned the governor to that effect; but that it
was a long while before e could be remuncrated
even for the bare expensc of the materials neccssary
for the purpose.

I found Ecre some fine specimens of jasper, of
different colours, on the shore by the rapids; and

"

BOQOTA. 275

the whole of the huge stones which line the beach
are of the most smooth and flinty kind. .

I visited, in company with Serior Herran, the fa-
mily of hisuncle, Don Juan Zaldua, a very wealthy
and respectable man, and an old veteran of the revo-
lution.  Ile wore a silver band around his head,
having had it severcly shatiered when serving under -
Bolivar, '

The operation of trepanning which he underwent,
was considered a very nice one, and was performed
by Dr. Cheyve of Bogots, who remarked, that “a
person having undergone such, should be prepared
at every moment for death, since there might not be
a moment’s warning of such an event.”

A young lady, the nicee of Don Zaldua, possessed
certainly the most agrecable conversational powers
of any native female I saw, together with a sweet,
sylphlike form, and a face delicately fair.  In short,
the whole tout-cngemble presenting a most striking
contrast to her sex here géncrally.

Scfior La Guardia, a negro, is the next in com-
mercial consequence here to Aguadelo, and follows
the same calling.

The first start which this man received in life,
was given by lis finding a concealed treasure in one
of the old ruinous houses. Like almost all those of
low and vulgar origin, who become suddenly pos-
sessed of wealih, and whose power is too great for
the weakness of their intcllect and narrowness of
mind propexly lo suslain, he is very pompous and
overbearing in bis deportment toward all whom he
considers his inferiors, and, like his lightar complex-
tened compeer, Aguadelo, he will be found refidy to
take advantage of any one on cvery convenient oc-
casion ; which I, for one, can fully testify ; for he
charged a deuble amount for the freight of a lot of
goods bound down the river in one of his boats. This
man owns a fime estate on the road to Maraquita,
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and harasscd me much to take a ride out to sce it.
Accordingly, one morning I started off with him, and
a =efior f{odrigucz, of Mompox. A horse, ready
accoutred, was sent to my lodgings as early as five
o’clock, that we might take advantage of the cool of
the day. The black don was armed with pistolsin
holster, and had a dagger of the very largest size
stuck into a red belt, which encircled his capacious
waist; for the don is very fat as well as rich. A
single sexrvant accompanied us, who rede in advance,
anfscemingly much alive to his own share of con-
sequience, in holding the important station of body-
guard to so great a master.  His dress was the pure
native livery, conststing of a smoke-died straw hat,
a dirty shirt of the coarsest kind, with trousers of
the same material, and barely rcaching below the
knee. Thusarrayed, he trotted on before us, swing-
ing his bare legs beneath the mule, and occasionalﬁr
jerking round his head 1o see if all was right, and
if neither buzzard nor robber had as yet made a
pounce upon us. I thought, at the tiwe, I should
really have been pleased had some alarm been given,
to sec the fellow with his long bare legs, scamper
away in advance, that he might give notice at the
ncarest station (three leagues off) how his master
was 1n danger of being murdered !

I believe, however, that the voad to Maraguita is
now perfeetly safe for travellers at all times; though,
formerly, a few outrages wight have been commit-
ted there. It is very good, and perfecily level as
far as 1 travelled, windg along through a narrow
plain or valley, having a continued range of ragged
mountains ou either side.  The Magdalena runs at
the base of onc range, and a fine clear stream at the
other; thus rendering these ficlds very fine for cat-
tle, scveral Jarge herds of which we observed, but
far tnferior in size and plumnpness to those which
falten upon the richer plains of Bogota.
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I was told that the grass was bitter, as I found
it to be upon trial, and this, I think, must make it
frequently injurious to cattle.  Don la Guardia in-
formed me that he was about eradicating it on hig
own lands, and seeding down a superior sort. We
had now arrived on the opposite side of those sin-
gularly shaped hills, which 1 have before described
as witnessed from the bodegas of La Madre de
Dios, the remarkable and romantic nature of which
nothing can excel.

The upright ranges of the basaltic rock, here and
there broken away into masscs of every possible
shape and indentation; the irregularity of the hill-
tops themselves, covered as they are with the rich-
est verdure, whereon, for iniles together, not a tree
nor shrub is perceptible, might well afford a wide
scope for fancy to the very dullest of imaginations,

Allow range of these voclks, with the smooth green
turf completely covering them cven to their very
edge, presents a most correct representation of any
one of the hittle Indian villages on the Magdalena.
A space in the centre, higher than the rest, points
otit the church; wiile walls, with their towers and
embattlements ; ancient castles; a city in ruins,
with every appendage of broken arch and solitary
column, are all here.

I obscrved one single hill wholly detached from
every other which surrounded it, at least 600 yards
distaut {from any at the ncarcst point, and which
presented a conclike shape of the most perfect sym.
metry, apparently towenng upward to at least 1500
feet. It could not, however, liave been more than
the like number of feet at the base.  On the very
summit was a large wooden cross.

In pursuing our journey through this plain, there
were very few symptoms of culivation. We per-
celved only a few small patches of cane and maize,

A A
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and four or five habitations during a rather rapid
ride of three hours.

. There is soine sugar made in the neignbourheod
of Honda, but it is very black and heavy, and not to
be compared with that of Guaduas. Before reach-
ing the sefior’s hacienda, the plain opens out to some
extent. The road becomes a single narrow path
through the tall grass, difficult, when once missed,
I should think, to be regained by a stranger, as he
would have no other means of guiding his course
than by keeping, as near as possible, ““a midships,”
as the tar WOlﬁ(l suy, hetween the two mountains,
and pushing on ahcad over every chance impedi-
ment.,

At the hacienda we found the whole family of
the don, who were out rusticating for a few weeks.
Madame la Guardia, a fat, vulgar-looking woman,
some shades lighter in complexion than her hus-
band, and two grown-up daughters, one of whom
had the hue of ﬁlc father and the other that of the
mother—a very equal distribution, surely, and one
which must undoubtedly preclude much recrimina-
tion. These, and two sons of Seiior Rodrigues,
students from Bogotd, composed the whole num-
ber. While at a little distance {rom the house, the
approach secmed to indicate something tasty and
diflerent from the gencral order of things in this
country, ‘There was the dwelling, with 1is cleauly
whitewashed walls, and surrounded by a handsome
railed fence, which, with the numerous outhouses,
and a large circular walled enclosvre for catile, the
whole completely shaded over by caucha-trees of
immense stze, loomed up from out the naked plain
like a welcome sail upon the dreary deep @ whilened
sepulchres all I The moment you pass the threshold
of the door, the beautiful 1llusion of comfort and
real cojoyment vanishes! Naked earthen floors,
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with dirt and filth in every corner; the total absence
of neat and tasteful furniture ; the miserable truckles
bed, and the whitewashed mud walls, plentifully
bedaubed with outlandish-looking fignies of flowdrs,
birds, and beasts in red and yellow ochre, canse an
involuntary sigh to escape at. sight of what would
teach one to prefer the hardest lot in his own country
tu that of the rich black don, La Guardia, of Honda,

My ride had somewhat whelted my appetite, and
I was not a litile glad to perceive strong symploms
of breakfast as soon as we entered the room; but,
although this meal consisted of the most substantial
fare, there being three different dishes of mueat, I
could not so much as taste a mouthful on account
of their cverlasting seasening of cumin and garlic,
Observing some cows at the door, I was fain to l)etg
a little mulk, which was brought to me uns/rained.
Hunger, however, forced me to make a good meal
upon it and some black bread ; the whole concludin
with the usual thimbleful of chocolale, after whicg
three red earthen vessels were produced, from which
the whole party (eight persons) were to drink water
and rinse their mouths!!

Breakfast over, we repaired to the circular walled
cuclosure, to witness the peones lasso the young cat-
tle previous to putting the owner’s mark upon them,
This is a very necessary precaution, since the props
erty of many individvals all run wild, and mix to-
gether on these extensive plains, Madame la Guar-
dia, seated upon an elevated platform oulside the
wall, kept %iving from time to time the necessary
iirections about the cattle, and seemed much to
enjoy the sport of occasionally seeing a poor peone
thrown down, and narrowly escaping being trampled
upon by the careering animals, V%hilc witnessing
such sights, with others still less suited to female
delicacy, did both sefioritas and their good mamma
appear to be in their very element.  The peones had
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& most crucl method of taking off the poinis of the
creature’s horns, hacking at them with a dull ma-
chete, thus keeping the poor animal roariug with pain
for an unnecessary length of time,

But for ihe excessive heat of the meridian sun, I
should have returned to Honda shortly after break-
fast.  As itwas, ] remained to make a second meal
of bread and milk, for want of something better;
and then, taking leave of mine host and family, re-
turned {o Honda, where I arrived an hour after sun-
sct, accompanied by the same servant who went out
with us in the morning.

At 11 o'clock A. M. on the 7th of February we
pushed off our canoes from the bodega shore. ~Ouzr
very kind friend Mr, Triflrey insisted upon descend-
ing with us as far as Madre de Dios, having ordered
a ﬁorse and attendant round by land to take him
back.

By erecting over the canoe a support of bended
hoop-poles, and covering them with blankets, we
formed a snug arched retreat, under which we might
be protected from the fierce rays of the sun, and
even from any slight shower we might enconnter.
Then plaeing maliresscs on the bottom of the cance,
we had barely room to sit upright, and were obliged
to crawl in and out on all fours. A short space was
left open at the bow and stern to cnable the hogas
to stand up and usc their paddies. To this place
we could also, one at a time, retreat for a while, and
ease our Limbs from their cramped position, We
had a good stock of provisions, some of which we
had brought from Bogota. So, with a neat, conden-
sed cooking apparatus, we looked forward to more
satisfaction than in our former trip up the river, as
our tight canocs danced down the first chorras at the
rate of abowt 18 knots per hour. It would have
pleased any one to witness the indescribable gleam
of satisfaction which irradiated each of our faces as,
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in a bare moment of timo, the little vessel rapidly
shot past some point in the river which, in our pag.
sage up, had cost us more than two hours of the
greatest toil and cxertion. At sanset we anchored
near 2 small hut, and after supper made our beds
on the bank close to the boats; slept soundly ; but,
before midnight, were awakened by a heavy shower,
which completely drenched us through.  We had
no more sleep that mght, and we thought it rather
a tough commencement of onr journey.

8th. Detained by the rain until eight A. M. Mot
four large champans, in onc of which I recognised
my goot! friend Senor R. Santa Maria, who was
returning from a visit to lus father on the Rio Negro.

This night I swung iny hammock under the eaves
of a hut, which fortunately saved me from a second
drenching. The rest of the party slept also under
cover, We awoke next morulug quite refreshed.

Before retiring to bed, we had taken the trouble
to cook a ham for our next day’s provisinn, and
had left it in the pot to cool during the night; and,
on rising in the morning, lo! no ham was there,
It had disappeared; for the dogs had scented out
the savoury morsel, and had indulged their dainty
appetites with a stolen repast,

Oth. Started at six A. M. At two P. M. we
encountercd @ most tremendous shower, which
nearly filled our canoe before we could run her
ashore ; when we had done so we were obliged
to stop the remainder of the day in order to dry
our clothes, mueh as we regretied the time thus
lost. Not an article of dress had we on but what:
was soaked through completely. In the night the:
wind was so strong as Ircquently to blow down
our toldas, and (hus leave us exposed to the mer-
ciless bites of the rascally moschetoes, which cer-
tainly must have carried ballast under their wings,

Aa2 '
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to enable them to bear up to the attack against such
2 hurricane.

10th. Off at half past five A. M. The sun in-
tolerably hot, and the bogas beginning to show up
old colours.

12th. About noon of this day we reached San
Pablo. Here our baggage underwent an examina-
tion of the costoms, in order to see if we had any
smuggled gold-dust, tobacco, or segars in our pos-
session; and 1 had great diiliculty in preventing
them from breaking apen my box of paintings,
which it would have been almost impassible to close
up again properly. Iere one of the bogas got
drunk and left uvs, taking away his paddle with him.
We were determined that this should not delay our
journey s so we purchased anofler paddle, and,
trusting to fall in with another boga in our farther
progress, all three of us took turns in propelling
the boat. Hard work, truly, under so intense a
sun, but not to be compared with delay in a place
like this. We slept at a hat.

13th, Off at half past five A. M.; and what was
our surprise, in getting into the canoe, to find our
runaway there before us. He had repented of
‘what he had done, but merely oa the score of self-
interest and ncecssity, as he wished to reach Bar-
ranca, his native place, and found he could not ef-
feot this half so conveniently as with us! So,on a
similar score of necessity, did we, on our own part,
again receive the villain, and so proceeded on.

Passed the port of Ocafta. At nizht we scud-
ded along, under the mild radiance of a fine meon,
until midnight, when we pitched our tents upon a
playa.

14th. Off at five A. M. Quite a sirong breeze
blew up the river; and, although very graieful to
us, it much impeded our progress. At sunset we
made Banco, where we stopped to buy some of the
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beautiful esteras or eolourced straw mats, of which
there are large manufactories in this place; but we
could anly procure three or four.  Seme merchaats,
in passing up a few days before, had bought all
fhey could lay their hands upon for the Bogoth
market. ' _ :
During the very short lime we were absent from
the boat for this purpoese, certainly not more than
twenly minutes, itwo of the bogas had, somchow,
contrived te get drunk, and 1t took a full half hour
to get them off.  They wished very much 1o stay
here all night, as there weve two large boats filled
with bogas Iying here, and they would bave had
a glorions frolic. We, on the other band, were
quite as anxious to take advantage of the grateful
moonlight to push onward. In order to gain our
assent, they told us, as did also the people on shore,
that the river immedialely below was filled with
snags, and of dangerous navigation even by day-
light. Tlowever, the oldest and steadiest of our
piiots, a man well known on the river, and for his
baldness called José Marin Pelcado, assured us
there was not the least danger in such light ca-
noes as we occupied, in a night, oo, when it was
as light as day. So we forced the drunken wretch-
es oll. Afier proceeding down for a {ew miles,
the most refractory boga of the three, being in
the bow of our own canoe, refused to paddle
any longer, and stripped oft his clothes to be in
readiness, as he said, to swim ashore the moment
the boat upset.  When I found that no persuasion
would induce him to alter his dogged reseiution, I
told him that I, as well as the other two * blancos”
{white men) in the boat, could swim ag'well s he;
but as there were two women who could not, it
was our duly to see that their lives lay not in the
power of a drunken and rebellious boga, There-
fore, seeing that the old pilot could scarcely, with.
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out assistance, keep the canoe in the current, I should
positively shoot him dead the very instant the boat
upset; and this threat I scconded by stepping out
into the little open space where he sat, and cocking
a pistol close to his enr, the ticking of which set the
paddle afloat and working the very next instaht,
In the night, when we lay encamped upon the
playa, this same vagabond was altacked with a
most severe fit of the river fever. IHis screams
were tremendous, and his contortions of counte-
nance fearful to look upon. We gave him a dose
of medicine which relieved him.

15th. On our veyage again at five A. M. Just
a8 we were preparing to start, another boga re-
fused to leave the beach, alleging as a reason that
some one had stolen his money ; and we were
obliged to resort to force to get hlm into the boat.
Reached Mompox at sunset, having lost a full day
in making the descent from Honda, on account of
the rain. .

The first persons we met on the wharf were my
good friends Mr. Leonc and Sefior Troncose, the
ex-goveraor, who immcdiately procured us an ex-
cellent house, and set about furnishing it with ne-
cessary articles; but, for my own part, I preferred
accepling a bed in Mr., Leone’s house, where, after
a thorough cleansing from the effects of a2 whole
week’s Magdalena voyaging, [ enjoyed a most de-
licious sleep.  Nothing can give greater zest to the
enjoyment of a good bed than sleeping for some
previous nights upon hard planks and sandbars,

16th. Concluded not to prosecute our journcy
farther in these canoes, asour friends here informed
us that we would find a strong breeze blowing up
the river at this season a little below Mompozx, so
that the swell would be ioo much for such small
boats. We accordingly sold our canoes, and shift-
ed our luggage into two small bengas belonging to
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Mr. Leone, which happened, luckily, to be all ready
to start for Barranca. ' :

In the evening Mr. and Mrs. Leone, their fami-
ly, and myself, went to witness the performance of
the Bogotd compuny of comedians, who, it scemed,
were spending a few days here on their way to
Carthagena, where they meant to open for the sea-
son. A temporary stage, with seats for the audi-
ence, had been erected 1u the spacious paved court-
yard of the college. Three or four individuals
had also put np some sortof boxes. Among these
was Sciior Troncoso, who politely offered me a
seat io his, ' -

The night was most lovely, and the blue arch
above was thickly studded with the most brilliant
stars. The play was “ Alonzo the Brave,” and
«The Biind Beggars” The last a capital little
comedy, in which the manager shone out, as usual,
in the most happy manncr. The play or melo-
drame was a dull, stupid aflair, as all their attempts
at tragedy prove to be ; while the plot bere a sort
of resemblance to that of # Pizarro.” 'The audience
were extremely orderly and well-dressed.  Admit-
tance three reals.

17th. Left Mompox at eleven A. M., and really
with feelings much akin lo regret, having ever ex-
perienced the most kind and gentlemanly treatment
there. This was our lot not only among such
warm-hearted beings as Mr. Leone* and the Se-
fior Troncoso, who is more than half a foreigner
himself, but from the respectable natives generally,
whose manners and bearing, on the whole, are far
superior to those of Bogotd, which must ever be
considered as holding within its bosom the very
filth and scum of the whole rcpublic; fallen politis

* Since my arrival in the States, my most worthy friend and his
lady have both deceased, and within a very few daya of each othér,
of the counlry fever,
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cians, disbanded officers, a filthy priesthood, and a
get of low, grumbling knaves of every sort, who
hang upon its skirts, ready at all times to seize
upon every advantage that may accrue to them
from their own traitorous and mischief-working
designs.

Mr. Leone having heard me express a wish of
taking a monkey home with me, peesented me with
one of a singular species, which he had had in his
possession for several _ve'ars; a most knowing fellow,
and as attached as a mastiff. “ Jacko,” for so they
called him, was of a dun colour, and abottt two feet
and a half high, with features much more regular
than are to be found in any other of lis specics in
this country or elsewhere.  Jacko always slept with
a part of a blanket over bis head, which he would
draw around him, just leaving his eves visible, which
gave him a most comical expression. He was in
the habit of calling up Mr, Leone every morning
regularly at sunrise, by beating against the bedroom
door with a little wooden hammier; and on one oc-
casian, when Mrs. Leone had some dispute with a
drunken bhoga, who cailed upon some errand duting
her hushand’s absence, Jacko unchained the house-
dog and sethim on the negro.  lackobecame, while
in my possession, uncommonly attached to me, and
would allow few others to handle him; but, subse-
quently, he gave me so much trouble, that [ finmli
parted with him 10 a fricnd going 1o Edinburgh,
and since that time I have not heard of him. To
show the extreme sagacity of this animal, 1 may
state that, while in New-York, being chained very
near a counling-desk to a large iron safe in the of-
fice, the spring of which, that concealed the keyhale,
he had observed the clerk touch in order to open it;
and so carefully had he marked it, that at last he
could open the tafe himself, and one day he got out
one or two account books, which he neaily defaced
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with ink. If he wished o obtain anythihg lying on
the floor beyond the reach of his chain, he would
use his blanket, throwing it out before him, and then
cautiously drawing it forward, until, by repeated
efforts, he effected his object. In running about
the floor, he would lighten himsclf of his chain by
means of his ring-tail, in order to prevent its hurling
his back.

I would never have used a chain for the poor fel-
low had he not possessed such a knowing knack
of unloosing the most intricate knots that could be
made in arope. I have stood by and witnessed his
attempts to pull up the staple which confined him
to the floor. Ile used first 1o place a link of his
chain under it, and then press with all his sirength.

While at Mompox we heard that the affair with
Great Britain had been all adjusted, which was, in-
deed, a most fortmate thing for us; also the addi-
tional good information that the ship Marcellino was
then at Carthagena, and would probably sail for
New-York about the 261h of the present month.
This was, indeed, good intelligence, for we feared
she had already sailed, as she no doubt would have
done had she not been detained by the Beitish {leet
as being a Columbian vessel. Al five o’clock P.M.
we witnessed a most singular appearance in the
sun, which suddenly became of a complexion ex-
actly similar to that of melted metal. This was
succeeded, afier about two or three minutes, by one
of bright yellow, then blood-red, and finally it d);sap-
peared in a thick, smoky haze, which overspread
the whole heavens, All night long we kept en'tgg}
course, the bogas jusl exerting themselves suffi=’.
ciently to retain the boat in the current. We passed
a most miserable night, as we counld contrive ng plan
to prevent the moschetoes from half devouriog us,

18th, Stopped at noon at Tenenfle; thé sun
scorchingly hot. We wished to procure a-few
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cocoanuts, but could not isduce one of the lazy peo-
ple to leave their huts to get them for us. Jacke
quarrelled with one of the doctor’s parrots and push-
ed it into the river, and it was with much difficulty
that we rescued it. A1 four P. M., the wind bear-
ing strong against us, and a considerable swell run-
ning, we lay by at a liile village until eight o’clock,
when the breeze usually ceases, We then kept
on as before during the whole night; but [ believe
we made very liitle progress, as 1 awoke from a
short nap and found every boga fast asleep, while
the boats were spinning round like so many tops.
It was fortunate that they had not run ashore.

. At sunrise made Barranca, the termination of our
river travel!  Being particularly recommended to a
Sefior Dugne by our good friend Leone, as the proper
persou to procure us mules, we proceeded immedi-
ately to his house, where we were refreshed with
chocolate, &c. 5 the sefior instantly set ont to procure
the necessaty number of beasts; but we delayed
starling until three o’clock P. M., 10 avoid the exces-
sive heats, and calculating to travel by the light of a
fine moon, which still shone, uuiil midaight. We
found out, huwever, on cur arrival at Carthagena,
that this same Duque, who manifested such ex-
treme eagerness to serve us and his “buen amigo,”
Mr. Leone, at the same time, had charged us pre-
cisely double the usual rates, besides our paying
nearly two dollars extra for the monkey and two
parrots ! Yet this specious swindler had the face
to solicit the freightage of whatever goods, &c., we
might hereafter he sending to and from Bogol&!

The truth is, the knave was acting exactly upon
the stupid principle which every native, high or low,
geems to think the best for themselves; and which
tares strictly with the old proverb, “a bird in the
haud is worth two in tho bush;” and I question much
whether this Duque of Barranca, for the sake of
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about thirty dollars which he swindled us out of in
this little transaction, would not rather have foregone
a thousand dollars of honest profits at some {uture
day thun have lost this opportunity., B

Barranca is a small, neal-lecking Indian village ;
and is rather more bustling than they are generally,
on account of its being the great deptt for goods
going or coming on this, the ouly road to Cartha-
gena. Tt being the dry season, we travalled through
deep woods, over a fine level road, until, at mid-
night, we reached the neat little town of Mabhates,
distant about eleven leagues from Barranca. Before
arriving, I had become so overpowered: by sleep,
owing to the want of proper rest during the two
preceding nights, that it was with the greatest diffi-
culty 1 could keep my seat upon the horse,

We found the town in perfect darkuess, nor could
we learn from our stupid muleteers whether there
was & posada in the place or not.  Atlength we es-
pied asolitary light in what appeared to be rather a
genteel-looking house, situated in the square ; and we
rode towards it, and fouud two negroes standing on
the piazza. We inquired of them if we might be
permitted, for the night, to spread our mattresses in
one of the halls of thie house, as we were travellers
and knew not where to apply. They answered that
we were very welcome.  So we unloaded our mules,
placed the baggage on the plazza, and then began
to make some arrangements for supper.  When, lo!
as we were 'In the midst of all this, the owner of the
mansion, a female, in company with another lady,
entered the gateway on her return, it seemed, from
some ferfullic. We immediately fell to stammer-
ing out a thousand excuses for the liberty we ap-
peared to be taking, adding that we had believed
the house to belong to the two negrocs, whom we
now perceived were her servants.  The lady, in the
kindest manner, bade us welcome, and insisted upon

Br
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her own servants assisting us, 'We afterward discovs
ered that our fair young hostess was a rich widow ;
and it was well for us hat she was, as (peace to the;
manes of her deceased lord Y we might otherwise
have fared differently had hestin -~ above ground !
_Bul, let the women of this counlry . . 1tthey may
10 certain points, kindness and hospitahty, after their
own peculiar fashion, bave never, as yet, been found
wantinF; and thig, I believe, has been observed in
every land, barbarcus or civilized, bond or free,
whereon the traveller’s foot has ever wandered.
Woman has the heart to feel, and, therefore, never
Jacks in kind and generous offices towards those who
may come within the sphere of her benevolent care.
May God bless them all !

1 swung my hammock over the baggage to guard
1t, while the others slept in the house,

20th. Started at a quartor before six A. M. The

road still led through most beautiful woods, where
the syba-tree grows to an enormous size. The
trunk of this tree is perfectly smooth, and barrel-
shaped ;. of very little value for timber, being of a
spongy, soft nature, and of rapid decay. Canoes
made of its wood ncver last longer than two years,
The Guaduas, or large building cane, grows here
very thick. There are also many beawtiful flower-
ing shrubs; and these woods are filled with mon-
keys, squirrels, wild turkeys, &c. Indeed, the whole
- Journey from Barranca 1o Carthagena, when made
in the dry season, is one of the most picturesque and
pleasing kind.  Dauring the winter months, however
it is the very reverse; for then the mules not un-
frequenty stick fast in the deep miry clay which
composes the soil, and articles of merchandise are
ofien seriously damaged. And yet with what facil-
iy and at how small an expense might a railroad
be laid down over so level a surface | The stupidly-
contrived canal, which 1s said once to have answered

v
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the purpose (alithough I cannot myself credit it), is
at present entirely choked up; and, besides, only
extends over a part of the route.

Col. Biddle has also the graat for opening a proper
communication here; and 1t could not be In better
hands.* We crossed the dirty, stagnant canal about
half a league out, where they charged us one real
each for crossing.

About six leagues from Mehahos lies the village
Arjona, which we reached by noon. Here we break-
fasted, or, rather, breakfasted and dined together,
after which a siesta was taken by both men and
beasts, and then we again set ont at about half past
two P. M. A short ride brought us to T'urbaco, a
town of some size and note, situated at an elevation of
about 1000 feet above the sea, on the highest point nf
land between the seacoast and the river. It has be-
comc the sunmer retreat of the wealthy from Cartha-
gena, and even of the poorer classes, during seasons
of great sickness, as the climate is said to remain
heallhy thronghout the year. There is always a fine
sofl breeze blowing over the top of the mountain.

A litile to the east of the town lie eighteen or
twenty small mounds, of about as many ?cct high,
which discharge, at regunlar intervals of from thirty
to forty seconds, and with some noise, a sort of gas,
which is produced from water contained in their
apex, in the centre of which there are small open-
ings. They are called by the natives “ volcanitos,”

or little volcanoces. Nothing else of much interest
is to be seen here; neither could I perceive a sin-
gle well-built house; but, as they had had a severe
fire in the place very recenily, just before our arri-
val, by which a large part of the finest sireet was
destroyed, they might probably have possessed some
buildings of a better class than those now standing.

At a short distance beyond Turbaco we had the

# This has fallen throngh, along with the Panams raad.
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first view of the sea, ‘“ the blue, the fresh, the ever
free ;” and in an inslant every rein was checked, as
we halted for some mowments to gaze down upon
her misty shoves, while the yellow rays of a seuting
sun tinged with a soft and melancholy light every
object around us. And had, in unth, I thought,
those very waves, whose frothy tops 1 ean but just
descry, lussed the shorves of that  »y land where-
in dwells all that this heart holds * dear and
most loved ! And while these thougms illed the
mind, I feasted my eyes upon the faithless, treach-
erous thing as if it had been the face of some long-
separated friend. .

Wha can fathom the hidden depths of the human
heart, or regulate the springs of the affections when
the deep gushings of hope and joy thus start afvesh
at the bare sight of a broken wave of the dark and
miglty ocean!

Night overtook us while yet full two leagues from
the cuiy ; bnt, as the doctor rode the best horse, and
as we had despatched him at a round pace as an
*avant courier,” either 10 La Popa or the suburbs
of the ciwy, in order 10 procuie a honse for us, we
kept onward, determining to conclude onr journey
that night. ‘I'he moon rose clear and full, and we
entertained no fears of missing our way, although
the baggage-mules wewe far behind vs.  Before
reaching the bay shore, the road became very intri
cate, and we liad no small difficuliy in threading our
way through a thick-set grove of small trees and
bushes, where innumerable zigzag paths along the
bare, clayey soil not a hule puzaled us.  Arriving
at La Popa, we were rejoiced to find that the doc-
tor had succeeded in getting a house, which was all
in readiness for our accormmodation  so that, within
one hour after disinounting, our baggage was all
snugly stowed away, a good supper heartily de-
spatched, and all of us deliciously dozing away in
our hammocks.

————
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CHAPTER VIII.

Carthagena.— Messrs. Benedeti—Marcellino.——Com. Peyton.—
Aveorsion of the Carthagenians to Hostile Measures.—Mr. Ay-
ton.—Iguanas.—Means of Dcfcncc.—hlnquisition‘-e-Retrosped-
ive View.-—Homeward Voysge.

AT sunrise of the following day we set out for the
city, in order to secure passages on board the Mar-
cellino, as we had heard of the likelihood of her be-
ing well filled. The distance from the La Popa
suburbs to the city is a full mile, of which we had
no idea when we started on foot. Afierward we
hired a volante during our stay at the rate of four
dollars a week, that we night go backward and for-
ward to Carlhagena from La Popa twice a day.
We remained at the latter place until the vessel
sailed, as we were assured that we would find it
much cooler and pleasanter there. Another induce-
ment was, that as the ship would sail in a few days,
our luggage would requive but one more removal.” [
was very glad afterward that we stayed at La Popa ;
for we had the full benefit of a fine seabreezc in the
evening, and enjoyed the exquisite pleasure of dis-
covering that there was not a single moscheto to
torment us, while the tiny gentry were numerons
enough in the city utself. ‘The ‘volaute, the only
sort of public carriage or hack which they possesy
here, is a very awkward sort of thing—a two-wheeled
vehicle, something similar 10 a topped gig. The
driver mounts the wretched horse, and, by dint of
untiting zeal in the application of the whip both to
the right and left, he manages to keap. at a trot.

1 delivered my letters 1o the: Messrs. Bénedet;
and found them, both, as they have always been re;p'i

Brn2 :
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resented, most gentlemanly men, as well as most
exact and honourable in business.  Their house was
freely offered to me, and they were ever most ready
1o serve and assist e to the very exlent of their
power. ‘T'hey are brothers, of most respectable con-
nexions, and are doing an exccllent business. Know-
ing, as [ do, how well and faithfully they have car-
ricd through exlensive conaruissious for myself and
others, I would impress upon foreigners having bu-
siness here, unless, indeed, they may have estab-
lished prior connexions, that they could not do bet~
ter than consign their effects . centlemen.
They spoak and write the English as suently as the
Spanish, which is a great advantage (o those coming
to the conniry who may not have perfected them-
sclves in the language, and who are thus frequently
led into most serious blunders in various transac-
tions of trade.

We found but barely room for us on board the
Marcellino ; and happy was I once more to shake
hands with her pleasant and able commander.

The bip-looking symptoms of warfare Imd all
subsided ; the English, sure enough, having becn
satisfied to the {ull of all their demands.  The whele
squadron had satled, with the exception of the Mad-
agascar frigate and a tender.

I saw this day Commodore Peyton, to whom the
British residents had given a dinver. He is a fine-
looking man, of mosl manly yet pleasant bearing,
while the less of an arm far from detracts from the
true dignity of his appearance. He is a gallant
naval officer. '

1 can now fancy I see how amazed the natives
must have stared out upon the gallant Peyton and
his coadjutor ———=—, the latter without a leg.
They have no idea of such loppings off among
themsclves, and the sight could not have failed to
be salutary in regatd to their own vain boastings. 1

Cdew
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was credibly informed that the greatest excitement
had existed here mn regard to the foolish gasconading
of the government in making a quarrel with England ;
and that it was the governor of Carthagena's inten.
tion never to have allowed the British to fire a see-
ond gun upon the place, but to have surrendered
up the city to them, as the people here very proper-
ly remarked “that they should not stand by and
witness thetr town battered abont their ears merely
to gratify the whim of General Samander and his
Bogotd council, wlio never bad, as yet, evinced much
consideration for the interests of Carthagena.”  And
this is really too true ! "The greatest ill-feeling ex-
1sts between the seacoast generally and the govern-
ment a1 Bogoia, and from a very natural cause, self-
interest.

With a tariff which, in many points of most es-
senital inlerest Lo the seaboard Lowns, amonnts almost
to direct prohibition, disunion must, sooner or later,
enler in among the provinces of the republic, unless
some more consistent legislation be adopted.  Just
take, forinstance, the single article of flour, the pri
mary item 1n the great staples of life, and you will
find it taxed to an amount nearly equalling the ori-
ginal cost abroad, merely for Lhe purpnse of support-
ing the few small cultivatoss of wheat on the Bogotad
plains ; while it is a well-known fact, that, even with
all such encouragement, they du not produce grain
sufficient for the consumption of Boegald alone!
Neither could they raise more than would be enovgh
for half the republic, granting cvery acre was undet
the very highest state of cultivation.

I delivered my despatches to Mr. Ayton, the
American consul liere. Mr. A. is a Scotchman by
birth, a respectable merchant in the place, and mar-
ried to a sister of the Sefiores Benedeti. I dined
at his house, and also on two or three different oc-
casions at the Benedeti’s, where 1 observed every-
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thing to be on the old English plan. Their apart-
ments were most handsomely furmished.  "There is
an air of comforl and convenience about Carthagena
generally, which, compared with the boasted capi-
tal, Bogald, might render a residence here uot so
very much to be deprecated. 1t has an exceilent
coflee-house, where most of the respectable ruen of
business, both native and foreign, meet for the pur-
posc of spending an hour or two in the cvening, and
where one can be furnished with excellent tea, colffee,
liquors, wines, &c., as well as in London or New-
York. Ilotels are not so good for the accommoda-
tien of hoarders, but yet they are passable. 1 saw
two of them; but any respectable foreigner arri-
ving here can never be at a loss for the best of
accommodations in the houses of some of his coun-
teymen,  Then one may occasionally come across a
new publication of some kind, a resource not fo bo
so easily had in Bogoth, while an evening’s ennui
can always bo driyen away by reserting to the lintle
pleasant and refined socicty which you m~ ~
ways sure of ieeting at the café.

Carthagena, with its narrow streets, and heavy,
yatting. architecture, must have presented a strong
resemblance to Jonda when in its prime.  Most of
the houses are of two stories, with lattices after the
Spanish and Ttalian fashion, to which are attached
awnings to shot out the sun’s rays.  On the roofs
they have terraces, where they sometimes sleep du-
ring the hot, dry season. There is a cathedral and
several churches, but with nothing very remarkable
about them. The governor's offices are much more
appropriate than those of the capital ; and the huijld-
ing itself, although presenting a very plain exterior,
is of massive structure, with a portico running the
whole length of the front, and supported by namer-
ous columns. The custom-liouse is well planned,
and stands upon ihe quay, where is the only entrance
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for boats and highters coming and going from the
shipping 1n the bay.

The whole population, including suburbs and
all, may amount 10 cighieen or twenty thonsand,
and, aliogether, it is a place of no inconsiderable
business-busile, 1otally different from the dulness
which Bogoid presents in this pariicular; yet the
markel soon becomes choked with but trfling quan-
tities of anything; and T believe those make out
the beiter here who confine themselves 1o closely
watching the market, and dash in or ont a short,
neat shipmeat, which they can immediately close
with a handsome gain, than to drag on at any regu-
lar trade, nnless it be a well-connected commission
business. DBut few or no fortunes have been real-
1zed here of late, and the general credit of the place
is in rather bad odour both m the United States and
in Iingland, as well as in the West Tndies, since
the people owe 1mmense sums abroad which it ig
utterly out of the quesuon ever to imagine that they
will pay.

From what I have seen and heard of the climate
heve, I should not be inclined to consider it as an
unhenh.hy one, considering the great beat. Rain-
water is used altogether. Occasionally a few cases
of leprosy occur, but this loathsome disease is said
to be fast disappearing.  There is a fine hospital, to
which all suflerers from this disorder ave instantly
taken, and where every attention is paid to their
cormfort and convenience.  Carthagena, like all oth-
er parts of this coast, is subject to two very destruc-
tive annoyances; ovne of whioh is the eomején, a
red ant, or, rather, moth, so small as scarcely 1o be
Feréeptible to the eye, that eats its way through the
vardest woods in a single night,  T'o avoid them,
all barrels, trunks, boxes, and every species of goods
and utensils accessible 10 them, and liable to their
certain powers of destruction, should be raised one
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or two feet from the floor, and the feet of whatever
supports them well coated with pitch, tar, or any other
substance which the insect is averse to touch. The
gtock of a very fire fowling-ptece was shown to me,
entirely ruined by them in less than forty-eight
hours. They also gnaw into the doors and ex-
posed posts of Iouses. As these vermin seem in-
variably to make their approaches from the ground,
people could always avoid suflering by them if they
would strictly follow the rule of never placing any
article of value in any other way than npon raised
platforms. .‘The otherannoyance to which the town
1s subject is 1n the shape of anocther little animal, a
worm, which is to substances in the water what the
- comején is to those on land ; eating into and utterly
destroying all woods which come in their way.
Therefore no vessel ought 1o come to this place
without being coppered. T'here is lying here the
frame intended for a fine steamboat, sent out from
New-York at a great expense, which has been ren-
dered entirely useless by these destructive worms.
Large bats of the vampyre species, with myriads
of the smaller kinds, nightly blasken the heavens.
The former suck the bload from the great toe, which
is {requently attended with very serious results. 1
heard that Mrs. Haldane, of Palar, once suffered
severely in this way. Itis easy to guard against
such consequences, for there is no danger provided
the feet be kept covered. The lady bere mentioned
was sleeping at the time under a canopy, when the
foul animal bit her through the moschelo-netting.
The scorpion attains to an immense size here. I
had one offered to me for a cuartillo by a boy, wha
made him a prisoner by means of a string attached
to its body. Strangers frequently obtain them to
preserve as specimens.
I observed in the market the cruel practice of cut-
ting open the female iguanas in order to extract the
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eggs. 'The incision is made in the side and towards
the back, and scarcely any bleod follows, for there
appears to be nothing which covers the eggs but
the tough skin of the horrible-looking brute. Nour
could I detect the smallest symptom indicative of
pain, not even by the moving of the eye. The
wound is afierward sewed up, and the animal con-
tinues to live, remaining in as good marketabie con-
dition as if it had never been distuthed. Itis an
animal scemingly as retentive of life as the tortoise.
In a friend’s house one day 1 observed a little cruel
negro preparing one of them for the table.  He threw
the poor beast, alive and whole, upon a hot fire of
charcoal, in order to get off the outer skin, which is
tough and of a dingy hue; when, ipstantly, the nat-
urally sluggish animal, with one violent effort, threw
itse]ryfrom the grate upon the floor. The negro,
laughing at ihe sport, was abont to renew the bar-
barous game; and, the masier of the house not being
himself present, [ took it upon me to threaten the
young negro with a hke treatment to that which he
was bestowing upon the iguana, unless he immedi-
ately desisted, and first killed the animal. Accord-
ingly, the head was removed with a hatchet, notwith-
standing which the brute continued to writhe npon
the fire most terribly, and I was férced to turn
away. As he supposed this a sort of justification
for his inhuman conduct, the black desired me to ob-
serve that ‘it was all one whether the head was on
or off, as he well knew by former experimenis,”
The flesh of this animal is very white and delicate,
and said to be most delicious food; bnt I never could
be persuaded to partake of the dish, altheugh I once
tasted the eggs, which were not, however, very pal-
atable, '

As to the beauty and appearance of the women of
Carthagena, both sink sadly in comparison with these
of Bogola, whereas the men are better looking.
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There is a sort of dull listlessness about their fea-
tures here, which, added to great sallowness of com-

lexion, detracts much from the interest excited even
Ey the best forms and (aces.

The city lies in 10° 26’ 85" north lautude, being
built upon a sandy peuninsula, and joined to the main-
land by two artificial necks of land of about sixty or
seventy yards in widih. ‘T'his is Carthagena proper,
although the suburb, called Xexeneni, 1s about 1wo
thirds the size of the former, and is joined to it by a
bridge, having also its own fortifications, which are
of a much more modem date than those of the city
itself. 'The bay and harbour are the very finest in
the world, heing completely shut in on all sides, and
so perfectly secure that vessels may ride there with
the most perfect ease and safety during the very
worst of weather. The enly enrance to the har-
bour is by the strait called Bocaehica (little mouth),
which is strongly forlified by a castle as well as by
nature, having numerons shoals around it.

Carthagena has probably the best meaus of de-
fence of any place in all South America, and mjl-
lions must have been expended upon the works and
fortifications by the old Spaniards.  In the hands of
any powerful and gallant nution, with planty of steres
laid 1, and the few litle deficiencies in the line of
fortifications remedied, all which might be donein a
very short time and at a small expense, ten or twelve
thousand veteran troops might keep a world at bay.
But, at the time of the late troubles with England,
matiers wore quite a different aspect than formerly ;
and, if my readers will just step back with me to
the La Popa submbs, we will together, from that
quarter, enler the city, and take a cursory view of
the warlike preparatzons with which this motle
people purposed to meet the power of Great Britain,
as | found them on my arrival here, two or three
days subsequent to the sailing of the English squad-
rom, '
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La Popa is the name given to a hill of abeut 550
feet above the sea, from 11s resemblance to the poop
or stern of a ship; and upon its summnit there oncd
stood a very fine convent and hattery.” Before the
destructive warfare belween the Patriots und Spans
iards, beamiful villas exiended for wnearly a league
along the La Popa road ; and, for the first mile afler
emerging from the gates of Xexemeni, there was a
regular, connected row of houses, now alinost entirely
removed. Al this time it presents only a few strag-
gling buildings, althongh, latterly, three or four very
preuty residcnces have been added ; and La Pdpa
may yei, at some foture day, shine forth in all her
former heanty.  Takiug advaniage of the cool of the
afternoon, Doctor Guodut and mysell prepared to
ascend the Popa. 'We found the ascent very easy;
but whit was our surprise, npon gaining the summit,
to find the breastworlk, whicl bad been lately thrown
up on the occasion in question, and which presented
such an imposing appearance fron the city, and even
from the very bottom of the hill, made up of nathing
more than a fence of bundles of sinall rods or brush-
wood, slaked in so0 as to form, in appearance, a squ=re
redoubt, having a tall flagstaff 10 1he téntre, upnn
which the coluurs were regularly hoisted, as if a full
garrison were occupying the place. Not a gun,
however, .was visible; nor could the frail defence
have been intended for anvthing but a riere scare-
crow. Yet I am confidentthat a good glass from a
ship close upon the coast might have easily discuv-
ered what the humbug was. Passing on, ‘we en-
tered the ruins of the convent, but not a sowd canld
we for a long time see, althongh we hillooed most
lustily. _

These tuins have the same sort of derepiiye ap-
pearance ata distance as the raniparts uf brushwouod,
while, in truth, there is bat one small wing lefi stind-
ing ; all else 18 one mass of ruins; broken arthes,

Cc
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crumblitig walls, and roofless apartmenis, . "Fhose
parts in best keeping are the huge ¢isterns, in the
If)ormauon of v:]rhic%vthe whole sile sge:;r: to have
een e .
b very;;;g;ite e drank of the water, and found
Arriving at length at a door which resjsted all
our efforts Lo open it, in order to enter 1}10,0n~iy wing
which was enttre, we thundeved aWaylat it until a
human face peeped out from a little ]-ﬁtice above
our heac.i's, and a voice demanded whm(v;ro wanted.
We_ replied that we merely wished to viéw I,Jhe build-
ing; so he opened the door, and proved very allen-
Uve in showing us everything worthy of nofe about
the place. This poor fellow was a shoemaker, and
he informed us that now the whole charge -O’f ‘the
{)lace devolved upon him, for which care hegz was al-
owed 1o set up his stall in what was formerly the
commandant’s room during ihe stay of the garri-
5o, and he had likewise small perquisites in mone
Ttie governor of La Popa, as 1 suppose we muzt'
style him, conducted us to his quarters; a large,
naked-looking room fronting the sea, and rea'c]ﬁ’;i
by ascending a Jadder, leading up through a scultle
in the floor. A bammock, a shoemaker’s bench
and a wooden seat or two composed the whole ‘o%
the furmll.lre, with the exception of an indifferent spy-
glass, which, he potnpously told us, belonged to fl);e
government, and had been left there that he could
keep a good look-out along the coast for fear * log
Ingieses’f'mirrht lake it into their heads 1o rétur‘;
upon which _ﬁe'was to. make signals to the town.
We asked him what garrison had been there ; ai-)ci
he replied, “ihree or four soldiers; who hm;l the
charge ,of the workmen employed in erecling the
battery” (as he termed the aﬁ;resaid sc:ai‘ccmiv% “at
the point of the istand ; buat that, had the En Lish
landed, there wonld have been plenty of troups:gz'md

a comnmandant was then ready in the pla
' ce
charge of them.” y P to take
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The guns that were to have been mounted béliind
o tremendous a breastwork, and manned by the
three or four soldiers who had the charge of the
workmen, consisted of, as we found, one old iron
twenty-four, three short and three long do. six
pounders, neither of which T should have liked, to
superiniend the scaling of. They lay, in a half-
mounted state, in the remotest part of the ruined
convent. "This position might be rendered one of the
strongest, and might serve also o overawe the town
in case of any revolutionary movemeat on the part
of the inhabitants. ‘The view from these heights 1s
most splendid. About midway between La Popa
and the walls of Xexement slands the castle of San
Felipe, on a rocky eminence of 150 feet.. - This was
formerly a place” of great strength, as the attack of
Admital Vernon and Gen, Wenfworth in 1739 fully
attest ; but, at present, partly through negleet and
partly from the ruinous effects of an earthquake,
could not be much depended on. Here, nlso, the
natives had Jately been busy in patching up’the di-
Inpidated walls; there are but few guns mounted,
and not a hundred of them in the fortress. 'Flie ta-
king of this once stronghold would be but child’s
play under existing circumstances. .. -

. The Xexemeni is entered by a bridge, which
leads to the guarded entrance béncath the walls;
but there is not one gun here on the land side ; no-
thing is 1o be scen but vacant ports and naked
walls. A single sentinel stood at the gate. With-
in these suburbs is held the principal market, and
boats laden with the produce of the country can
approach close to the spot where it is" held, by
means of a very (ine quay. The cily proper i3
_connected also by a bridge, and the gate is guard-

ed by two doughty sentinels, who oblige all passen-

gers to take one side of the way in entering and
another in going out, thus aveiding much confusion.



804 ' BOGOTA.

The walls of the ramparts encircling the town
are about fourteen feet high, nnd built in the most
gubstantial manner, having the platforins thickly

; coated with a wixture of pebbles and eement,
Wherever any parls of the foundations are thought
to have been too much exposed, they are secured
by breakwalters. Bastions, demi-bastions, eurtains,
and, in short, every particular connected with one
of the best works of defence, are here luid down
upon the most advantageous as well as extensive
plan i but here the strength and beauty of the de-
fences miist rest; for as to men and munitions of

*waf o match, you must not took for them among
the present degencrate race, In the first place,
then, it is a fact Lo well known to be disputed. that,
at the 1ime of closing the gates in the st vengeful
flurry of the English quarrel, there were not pro-
visions enough in the city for over onec month!
There were somewhere about eight or nine hun-
dred troops, the majority of whom had been en-
trapped in the surrouiding eountry and put on in-
stant duty, as raw and awkward as an inexperi-
enced negro or Indinn may casily be supposed to
be ot the first handling of a musket or training of
acannon. Innumber they were searcely suflicient

to have kept up a line of sentries along the walls?t

The few picces of ¢cannon that were 1n a service-
able conditivn, and all that now remain cut of the
once formidable drray which bristled every point
of -her extended walls, had becn shifted to the side
mnext the sca,  Some of these were beautiful Freneh
and Spanish pieces in bronze ; long eightecn and
twenty-four pounders, but wretchedly mounted ;
and the climax of absurdity was, that the balls,
which were a part of the great loan from England
in 1824 or 25, and intended for English calibre,
were not at aifl suited to the guns.  When to this
it is added that the powder in the magazines was
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eight years old, it is evident that ¢racking work
muast have been made of it when once set agoing !}

Lima, Mexico, and Catthagena are the obly
three cities of Spanisn America where regular ses-
sions of the [nquisition were held. - The palace of
this fearful institution is located ig the great square,
and occupies one entite side of it. 'I'he exterior
presents nothing to the eye, at present, caleulaidd
to recall the terrific purposes for which it wad'6tH-
ginully appropriated.  Itis.a plain, neat,and véry
substautial building of two storjes. Tt has been
useful in several capacities since the decline of the
holy erder, having been made to serve, during the
revolutionary struggles, the purposes of a 'prison
and of public offices. At one time il wiis occupled
by an English inerchant as a warchousé, &e, At

rescnt it is in possession of a wealthy lalizn and
Eis lamily. who have furnished up the central part
of the building in very good style, while he has
also some merchandise in one part of the buliding,
This man came to Carthagena some years since
very poor, and rose to affluence by trade,

I visited the place in compuany with a voung
Lnglish fricod, who was acquainted with the ltal-
ian, and we were received very courteously, alv
though it was rather laughable to find the occupdnt
engaged in sewing bugs together. Probably he
was thus cmploved from a desire to bring back the
reminiscences ol those by-gone days when he was
upon the first step of the ladder which had.raised
him 1o what he at present is; nothlng like early

“habite.  ‘I’he whole interior of the place has been 2o -

altered and remodelled that it is impos’s'ible'm form

~any correct idea of the former plan of the rooms.

Many of the doors and passages liave heen walled
up, and others opened to suit better the conveni-
ence of the late tenunts. A nuinber of subterra.®

‘neous passages, communicating with the ptincipal

Cc?
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churches in the city, have been also closed, while
many of the intellizent of the inhabitants are now
[oath to ncknowledge thal any such ever existed,
or o enter into any conversation on the subject, as
tending to reflect no credit npon their church.

The room which still retaing most of its origis
nalily is the great hall of the dread tribunal itsell,
There, upon the mosaic pavement, may stll be
gecn the exact outlives where were fixed the seats
“and deshks of the inquisitors.

The secretary’s ofice is also just asit was, and is
on the ground floor; but the great hill is on the
second. We enlered a small square room in the
back of the building, left entirely empty ever since
the celd-blooded wassacre of 400 Spanish prison-
ers, here confined, by the Patriots, in 1etaliation for
some of the excesses committed by the command
of that bloodthirsty savage, Murillo. The walls
are much discoloured in places near the floor by
stains of a brownish colour, which are asserted to
bave beeu produced by the blood that was so inhu-
manly shed on this occasion. It certainly has
every appearance of being so. 1 saw distinetly
many places in these walls where entranees had
been skilfully closed up. They had been all arched,
- and were very narrow. Many close gratings are
also inserted high up in these entrances, and every-
thing shows it tohave been a place of great strength
and safety. The only wonder to me is why the
church of the present day does not buy wvp, and
theu level down with the ground, all such telitgle
mementoes of her former ant-Chiristian spirit,
siuce leaving them thus standing entire, as does
this building, cannot certainly tend to diminish that
feeling of deep, loathing abhorrence with which the
~wore fiberal spirit of the age now teaches even
those of her own people 1o fook upon these remem-
brancers of the fearfal power she once possessed.

— B
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Alhhough men sit secure under the present happler
government, it does not necessarily follow that a
wide =pirit of inquiry is not going forward, search-
ing into first principles, and investigating wheiher
there does not still exist in this chorch the same
spirit. which {irst called into beins the relentless
power of the blood-stained Inquisition, only await-
Ing a favourable oppnrtunity of reasserting her su-
preine power over the Jives, the conscicnces, and
property of all ! Let these fook well, then, that the
seotched serpent do not yet again enter her former
iniquitions den, causing these halls, and cells, and
walled-up passages once more to re-echo with the
groanings of anguish, and food ancw be found for
the worst passions of the human heart]  In passing
out, | ohserved the figures 1770 chiselled dver the
great stairease § too late, melhoughl, to have com-
pleted a worlc only worlhy the darkest days of pa-
ganism.

A few remarks here, and I have done with my
New-Grenada journal, ‘

A traveller like myself, after leaving a foreign
shore on which he has been sojouraing, and return-
ing to his own home, when he once more is quietly
scated down amid all its endearments, finds hig
mind in o fur better condition, as he looks back
upon the past, to sum up all the pros and cons of
each matler under cousideration. _ ‘

I"he unaccastomed sights, the vexations occur-
rences, and endless porplexitics undergone in a
course of travel like this, sometimes produces an ir-
ritation of feeling, whicht not unfrequently finds its
way into his works, compiled from over-hasty
shetches taken on the spot. But when | now look
back. leisurely eomparing one feature with another,
and making the utmost allownnce for their most
glaring defects, T assert my inabifity to see cven a
remote prospect of this republic ever becoming
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what the ferlility of her soll, the endless variety of
her delicious climate, and the great natural induce-
ments for men of scienca and nataralists to visit
ber shores, might otherwise make her.

First let us lock at the state of her comumerce,
that greatest of all keys to the wealth and well-
being of an infant people.  The majority in the
elective franchise are from among the interior prov-
inces, wherein the very heart and strength of the
government lies.  These are shut out fromr almost
every direct advantage and communication with
the fureign trade of the coast by the impassable
state of travel, and they are protected by an
exorbitant tariff i the exclusive demands made
for their own wretched productions.  All these,
through the most consummate ignorance in regard
to their best interests in the matter, are constantly
opposed to any measure whicl might have the ten-
dency to enlurge their forcign trade, while it is for
the advantage of a narrow, selfish policy, both in
church and state, to prevent any change for the
helter whatever.  And small indeed is the prospect
of improvement, and feeble tha ray of light which
bas sprung up during these latter days for the
poor, degraded classes in New-Grenada! The

‘race who succeeded the old Spaniards pursue to

this day the swme stupid policy in governing as

‘their predecessors, who ever thought it best to ¢lose

fast every avenue to trade with foreign countries,
and are possessed of all their nerrow views and
obstinate prejudices, without retaining the smallest
trail of that deep sense of honour and goad faith
for whicl, even now, the few Chapitones or old
Spaniards at present remaining in the country are
so remurkable. As foreign traders will tell you
here, “a Chapitone’s word is better than a €olum-
bian’s bond.” Thus the very brightest feature ih
commercial lransactions, viz., good faith, is want-

'-1P
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ing; and, consequently, national and individual
credit abroad can never rise to any great extent
without it. S

The government monepoly of salt and tobacco
is also a grievous drawback to a rising agricultural
spirit among the people; and there is no prospect
at prescat of its being removed, as the government
is deeply in debt, and this constitutes her main re-
source, according to their narrow views, for pay-
ing up the interest on her loans; wheteas, were
the duties lowered to a proper standard, and pres-
ent restrictions on emigration, &c., removed, she
would find in her customs and increased trade alone
a sofficiency in her revenue for every purpose,
and an end would at once be put to mach of the
smuggling now going actively forward,

The naturally rough face of the whole country is
another great drawback, which perhaps neither Yan-
kee ingenvity nor British enterprise could readily
overcome ; how much less, then, a people sluggish
as these.  With cone continued succession of rugged
mountains intersceting it on all sides, and crossed
by streams and torrents which, during the rainy
season, beur down all before them, and in summer
become mere dry beds, good travel, by either land or
water in the more hilly districts, is thus prevented,

The great Magdalena scems to be best formed
by Nature to be the grand doorway to the inte-
rior ; and yet the navigation of this, even by thd
best conducted steam-power, must ever be con-
nected with much risk and delay s nor can any
boats run during the whole scason which draw
over cighteen or twenty inches water, while the
extreme narrowing of the channels duriug the dry
months would prevent their taking freighi-boais in
tow,* '

* Ti is said the Sefior Montoya is to have two iron boaté}, like
thaose which run on the Clyde, in Scotland, running on the rivér this -
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The restrictions laid upon cmigrants who ma
wish- to become actual settlers, and hring wit
them not only immense capital, but such a fund of
morals and industry as would, in time, work out
mighty advantages to the country, arc far too great,
both in n moral and physical point af view, 1 in-
duce mnny tomake the experiment. One must pay
a tenth of all his produce to the Catholic hierarchy,
wha, in return, deny to the P'rotestant the lreedom
of listening to his own pastar, and oblige him,
morcover, to pay all due deference and homage to
the senseless fooleries daily paraded before their
doors, while the general fecling of the peaple par-
tnkes of afl the extreme bitterness that character-
ized the darker ages of the chnrch s and the rabble
opinion is, that to cheat and abuse a Protestant,
who is ever considered a condemned person, is at
ail times commendable,

As to morals, the general filthy ways and habita
of the people threughout, and the fearful conse-

tences of bringing up a fanily in this second
godnm, is full enough, iu itself, to deter even the
strongest worshipper of mammoen from laking up
his abode there and (reading such polluted grovnd.

Ta the philosopher or traveiler who may wish
to visit soine of Nature's most sublime and singu-
lar works, the tediousness and fatigue of traveltling
would render their tour a most Herculean underta-
king. From she inoment he steps from on board
the ship which conveys him to 1hese shares until
tiis return, he will find both mind amnd body har-
assed by cares and vexatious mishaps brought vpon
him through (e extreme brulality and drsigning
knavery of the people whom he must necessarily
encountey ; nor can auy prudence or foresight of
his avert the evil.

winter of 1838 ; yet slill their aptness for the purpose intended re-
maiue to Lo tested,
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In conclusion, I wonld here remark to any of m
countrymen, ar to others who may enlertain a wish'
cither to traflic, settle in, or visitany of these South
American states, of which so very Iittle, saving their
geographical position, s knewn, not lo he misled
I any matter concerning thew by any public state.
ments they may meet with, which have for their
end and aim e gratification of some selfish pur.
pose of the writer himsells bt let them, through
means of sowe commerein] houss i their own
country, obtain the name and address of a conntry-
man then residing in the place to which they wish
to goy et them write to tis person, sl state open-
Iy und eandidly their vicws and wishes ; and, my
Bife aponitt if he has one particle of honour or vir-
tue in his disposition, he would not, cither by si.
lence or ntherwise, allow them to be misinformed
on A subject which might involve perhaps life, prop-
crty, or morals if pursued,

Sunday, 26th of Febroary., (ot sl snug on
board the brig, and were under weigh at hall past
four . M. Dropped down 1o Boen Uhien, where
we again came to anchor, intending to take a fair
start on the following day. I accompnnied the
captain on shore to the tittle village, where he went
todeliver up his elearance papers te the eommand-
ant of the fort, whom we found dressed hke a fish-
erman, m a round jacket and trousers of coarse
stulf.  Bought two young kids and took them on
board; but scarcely had thev touched the deck
when, a seaman having cut the cord which tied
their legs, one of them jumped vverboard, and it
was considered useless to look for it, as the night
was dark and windy.

27th. At a quarier lo six A, M. we passed the
fort of Boca Chica, with a lair but light wind, and
with jov{ul feclings, too ! for, after a voyage up the
Magdalena in a dirty champan or bonga, one made
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to sea in a well-stored ship appears to be the very
acme of felicity, even independent of the thought
of one’s face being set homeward. _

We bad rough weather crossing the Caribbean
Sea, and both wind and weather were very variable
duting the whale voyage, )

On the 13th of March we shipped two or three
heavy scas, which, entering the cabin, salurqlcd
everything. Approaching the coast of the United
States, all the passengers suflered much from the
cold.

On the 18th we took on board a pilot, and landed
in New-York about noon of the same day, having
becn absent, in all, about sixteen moaths.

APPENDIX.

BISTANCES OF THE TRINCIPAL PLACES ON THE ROUTE FROM CAB-
THAGKENA TO BOGOTA.

Carthagena Leapnos. Leagues forward . 107
To Turhaco 4 |To &an Pable . .14
“ Arjona 3| « Cantagallo . . 5
¢t Mahates . G| Ll Rempedero . .12
i Santa Cruz Estale 31 Presidio . 7
** Arroyohando 4, ¢ San Bartalome | 13
** Barranca Nueyva 4i 9 1n Garrapala 8
-—| " La Angostura 8
I'o the River 241 © Naré . 2
“ El ¥ueal | %1 " Brazuvela del Tigre 5
“ Tenerifl: . B| ¢ Pernles . 9
# Sambrano . 4 | * Huena Vista a
« Boca de Vijuagual 3, « Hierro Arriva é
« Boca de Ban Poedro 1] # Guarumo . 7
“ Tacamocho 41 “ FI Palennuero 3
“ Dinte 41 1 Yuealito 8
¥ Santana 81 * La Garcera . 8
t San Fernande L] " Las Vucltas de La Madre
¢ San Simon b de Dics . . 2
* Mompox 2| ¢ Fl Pretel . . 4
“ La Margarila 41 ¢ La Playa de Honda 4
¢ Chilloa 31 Whole length of river travel
“ Boca de l.obo 7 204 jeagues.
i I5l Pedion . 4 | Te Tl Alte do Sarjento 3
© J.o3 dos Cafios . 71 * Guaduas . 1
‘1 San Pedro 37 ¢ Vileta 3
“ Regidor 3| « EI Acerradero 5
“ Morales Bl 1 Faculativa 8
 Badillo 8] * Dogald 8
Forward to7 Tolal 957

TIIE END,



