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Abstract. In most cases, when creating vehicle dynamics simulations, we need software that can speed up model 

creation and simulation. There are many programs on the market for this purpose, but they have different 

knowledge and user interfaces. We present in this article briefly introduces the use of one of the market's leading 

vehicle simulation software, the AVL Cruise M. 

Introduction 

Simulation software has been playing an important role in the automotive industry for decades, in our 

days it has become one of the indispensable tools of development, and there is almost no development 

range where don’t used simulation software. We can significantly reduce development time and cost 

[1],[2][3][4][5]. In this article, we would like to introduce the simulation capabilities and use of AVL 

Cruise M software, a product of one of the world's largest companies developing propulsion systems 

[6][7]. 

In addition to the vehicle industry, AVL Cruise software is used by many research teams and 

knowledge centers. In this chapter, we will briefly present the potential of the software through their 

research. 

The research of Hungarian universities focused on the comparison of different hybrid drive line. The 

[8] This article investigates the fuel consumption and emissions of different drives based on different 

driving cycles. The [10] study, supplementing the previous one, deals with the selection of the drive 

line according to the application requirements.  

Researchers at a university in Romania have converted and tested an internal combustion engine 

driven car into an AVL environment [11].  

We can be used to select gear ratios [12],[13][14], and optimizing gear selection strategies for 

adaptive transmissions [15][16][17][18] or to align the engine with the transmission [19],[20].  

Several studies focus on driving chain analysis based on different driving cycles [21][22][23][24][25], 

and comparison of driving cycles [21][26][27][28]. We can simulate consumption in different traffic 

situations [3][13][24][29]. The most important goal of development today is to reduce of the CO2 

emissions [23][30][31][32][33][34][35][36][16] or reduction of harmful substances [37]. This can be 

done by selecting an optimal driveline [12][38][39][40] or by upgrading an existing one 
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[14][41][42][43]. Other researchers have investigated the possibility of reducing torsional vibrations 

[44], or reducing the noise of driveline [45] studied with the program. 

1. The structure of the program 

To get to know the software, it is indispensable to get acquainted with its interface. The program is 

completely modular. This means that without much programming knowledge, it is possible to build a 

model by arranging and connecting the elements. Since it is a special purpose software, its 

components also involve more complex tasks[17],[18]. While, for example, the MATLAB Simulink 

toolbar embodies basic physical processes with abstraction, the AVL Cruise M typically includes 

specific vehicle components. For the sake of simplicity, these elements are divided into separate main 

groups. To ensure the smooth flow of material, energy and signal, the software allows only the right 

elements to be joined, thus reducing the number of errors of principle. These elements are shown in 

Figures 1-2. 

 
Figure 1. AVL Cruise M Toolbar 1 
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Figure 2. AVL Cruise M Toolbar 2 

BUILDING A MODEL 

The structure of the model is formed by the proper connection of elements already mentioned. When 

it comes to assembling a vehicle, beside the wheels, brakes, engine and bodywork etc., it is important 

to specify the driving cycle and track details as well as the environment. The definition of environment 

includes the temperature, pressure and composition of air. The course can be defined in 3-dimension 

space with varying frictional conditions for example with CarSim. This allows us to test stability 

control systems in slippery road conditions. AVL Cruise M is able to cooperate with several other 

programs. With these additions, we have even more simulation possibilities. 

1.1. Example model 

Let us look at a simple throttle simulation for an overview of how the software works. This requires an 

element with flow resistance and a pressure difference of more than zero between the two connection 

points of the element. When starting the simulation, air starts to flow from the higher pressure side to 

the lower pressure side. This simple simulation also has several setup parameters. One of these is the 

duration of simulation, which can be set to a fixed value or infinite. In the latter case, the simulation 
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can be stopped only by the stop command. The gradual build-up of the mass flow may be 

approximated, or even completely neglected. It is important to note here that the inertia multiplier 

should be set to best approximate the measured data. This parameter is used to set the initial 

steepness of the time – mass flow diagram. The characteristic cross-section should be considered as a 

calibration variable, not a true geometric dimension. This is because the flow conditions of the element 

are also influenced by the resistance factor. The software allows us to specify two different resistance 

values in the two flow directions. It is important to note that if we do not simulate transient processes, 

the mass flow will always stabilize in the second computation step and increase linearly until then. The 

structure of the model and the results of simulation are shown in Figure 3. 

 
Figure 3. Structure of a simple throttle and the time – mass flow diagram of the throttle 

The software automatically notifies us if an element is missing a parameter. In the actual case, we need 

to specify the reference diameter or cross-section of the throttle. The ElementsandProperties tab shows 

all elements. If selecting one, its properties can be set. It is also available by double-clicking the 

element. On the Settings tab, among other things, we can set the simulation time and interval. Once the 

settings are done, we click Run on the Simulations ribbon to complete the calculation. For security 

reasons, the software requests to save the project before simulation. The Results ribbon has several 

tools for evaluating the simulation. Using these considerations, a complete vehicle can be built. The 

length of this article does not allow a detailed description of how to calibrate the parameters, so let us 

look at the structure of a built-in vehicle model, which is shown in Figure 4. 

As can be seen in this model of vehicle equipped with an internal combustion engine, beside engine, 

gearbox, wheels, brakes, etc., there is an object for adjusting the drive cycle and an element for 

generating a full load condition. The latter appears dimly. This means that it is deactivated, therefore 

the simulation would run with the preset driving cycle. The engine in this case is a pre-built engine 

model, for which only the characteristics of the engine need to be specified. 
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Figure 4. Example vehicle structure 

Detailed description of example model Elements  

1.2. Wheels 

The dynamic modeling of the wheels can be simplified with the simple Coulomb friction model and the 

moment of inertia of the wheel. Measurements show that the frictional force between the wheel and 

the road is also highly dependent on tire pressure, radius and width. For the sake of completeness of 

the dynamic model, the wheel’s rolling resistance is also need to be considered. For modeling a wheel, 

the Pacejka tire model is generally applied. Since Cruise M calculates from measurement data, it 

defines the characteristics of the wheel also with characteristic curves and constants. An example of 

this is shown in Figure 5. 

 
Figure 5. Data of wheel model 
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1.3. Brakes 

If modeling the brakes, much less parameters need to be set. These are the inertia and geometric 

proportions of the brake. The braking force of the wheels is calculated from the actual brake pressure. 

To control brakes, another module is used. The technical diagram helps to understand the parameters. 

The brake parameters are shown in Figure 6.  

 
Figure 6. Brake parameters 

1.4. Differential, final gear ratio, transmission  

In the case of differential, the moment of inertia of the input and two output sides and the torque 

distribution between the two output sides can be given. It is possible to lock the differential. In 

practice, the torque distribution and differential locking is controlled on-line. Beside final gear ratio we 

can give additional moments of inertia as well as efficiency. The transmission can be set to any number 

of gears. Gear ratios as well as inertia and efficiency of the input and output sides can be given. 

1.5. Hydrodynamic clutch 

In this model, a hydrodynamic clutch is applied. Its characteristics also need to be defined by a curve 

for quick simulation. The inertia of mechanical rotating elements can be also here adjusted by their 

moment of inertia. An example of this is shown in Figure 7.  
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Figure 7. Hydrodynamic clutch characteristic curve 

1.6. Engine 

The software has a built-in engine module based on characteristic curves, so the software does not 

calculate by the operational data of the engine in the example (combustion process, pre-ignition, 

cylinder pressure build-up, heat transport).If not only the characteristic of the drive chain is to be 

monitored, a detailed internal combustion engine model can be also created. The characteristics of the 

engine applied can also be accessed and changed within the settings. Figure 8.a-d shows the 

characteristic curves and maps. 

 
Figure 8.a Torque – engine speed – consumption [g/kWh] map of the engine 
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Figure 8.b-c Engine brake and full load torque curves 

 
Figure 8.d Engine speed – torque – consumption [kg/s] map of the engine 
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1.7. Vehicle 

Modeling the weight of a vehicle requires the mass of the passengers and fuel to be considered. These 

masses influence the overall driving dynamics. The vehicle parameters are shown in Figure 11-12. 

 
Figure 11. Technical scheme of vehicle setup 

 
Figure 12. Vehicle parameters 

1.8. Control 

In control settings, characteristic curves of brake pedal and accelerator pedal can be defined, too. 

Automatic transmission shifting periods are given by limits, but we have the possibility to apply a 

complex control strategy. In today’s modern vehicles, this is a combination of a genetic algorithm and a 

program based on Fuzzy logic. 

1.9. Driving cycle 

When creating a driving cycle, the relevant data are often only the change of road surface elevation 

and the change of the desired speeds over time. The driving cycle in the example is shown in Figure 13. 

The most simulated and measured data are emissions, fuel consumption and efficiency. These also 

significantly depend on the driver. In this case, the driver is a PI controller. The driving style – peaceful 

or aggressive – can be defined by adjusting the parameters of the controller. Within the driving cycle, 
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we can set variable environment parameters. This is very useful when the composition, temperature 

and humidity of air changes due to the changing terrain. In the example simulation, these are given 

with constant values. 

 
Figure 13. Driving cycle 

1.10.Results of simulation 

During simulation it is possible to monitor the evolution of the parameters in graphs, tables and 

displays. An example of this is shown in Figure 14.  

 
Figure 14. Displaying results during simulation 
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The results can be evaluated and exported on the Results tab. This is illustrated in Figure 15.  

 
Figure 15. Displaying results on the Results tab 

It can be seen in the figure that a 200 seconds simulation of a model of this complexity ran in just over 

a second on an average computer. This is due to the fact that the model bases the characteristics of the 

elements on measurement curves and maps. If simulating the internal combustion engine in more 

detail in the model, the simulation of heat flows and air flows requires high computing power, but it is 

much faster than any other model based on mathematical calculations.  

Conclusion 

The model above perfectly reflects the Cruise M’s zero-dimensional simulation system, where complex 

processes are not modeled with calculations or in 3-dimension space, but data are extracted from 

characteristic curves and then they are compared. At a given vehicle weight, speed and accelerator 

pedal position, the power of the engine can be read from the engine’s characteristic curves. From this, 

the torque accelerating the drivetrain can be determined. We can then calculate the acceleration force 

of the vehicle from the inertia values of the drivetrain and the grip characteristics of the tire. It follows 

that the creation of an accurate vehicle model requires many measured data and calibration. After 

adequate measurements and calibrations, various configurations can be properly modeled. 
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