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TEACHING DISABILITIES

Suzanne Kelly
Sixth Grade Teacher
Mecker Elementary School
Ames, Towa 50010

LEARNING

TEACHING )

DISABILITIES DISABILIT

Educational pendulums are forever “swinging.” During the past several years
and to the present, the “swinging” seems to have been and currently is in the
direction of student needs — with energy focused on individualized instruction
self-pacing, mainstreaming, pull-out programs, talented and gifted opportuni
and learning disabilities awareness.

Only recently have the pendulums started swinging in the direction of teache
concerns. Momentum is gaining on the awareness of stress management.
Teacher burn-out is a common topic.

Whether we swing in the direction of student needs or teacher needs, the
pendulum of education is the same. What happens to the student is not an
experience isolated from the teacher. It is an involved experience resulting
because of, or in spite of, the teacher. Children can experience science bor.h
and out of the classroom. However, a science curriculum, with an orga d
sequential approach to content and process learning, must involve a teachet
Excellence in science education demands awareness of both how teachers teach
and how students learn.

Students with learning disabilities have been the object of studying, testing
and writing. These students may have problems in collecting, sorting, storing
and expressmg information. Thus, learning disabilities are a concern receiving
much attention from research grants, community involvement, government
programs, and regular classroom teacher time and effort.
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Poor Attention Span —

Poor Memory Span —

Poor Coordination —

Spatial
Relationships —

Hyperactivity —

Poor Self-Image —

Upset by Changes
in Routine —

Significant
Articulation Problems —

16

“Are there any questions on how to make a b
graph? Joanie, keep your hands to yourse
Remember to have each square of the gray
paper equal the number of grams. Yes, Jason
know someone is at the door.”
“Class how could we tell if a smoother surfag
reduces friction? What? Lunch count? I thoug
I did that this morning.”
“I'll come to your work areas if you have que
tions about the lab procedures. Whoop;
Jerermah your notebook was NOT under yoy
chair. .

“Class, I know we didn’t have enough time for;
your oral research reports today, but we DI
discuss the proper handling and benefits
snakes, we DID have a fire drill and discuss th
emergency procedures, we DID visit with Johs
ny’s parents about their recent trip to China, w
DID share the morning news about the medig
transplant and its related ethical issues, and w
DID take lunch count.” '

“Group Six, I know Joanie was in your lab gro
yesterday, but she’s at a lesson right now
Jerry you organize your group’s tasks. e
John, T know you missed the first part of Iz
because you were with another teacher, b
please join this group now. No, I am not wring
ing my hands because they are cold and I a
NOT stamping my foot because it is asleep!

“People, I know Mr. Lockwood did lots ¢
singing with you last year, as he played his guit;
for your unit on sound energy... No, |
have a guitar. . . No, and I don’t know how fi
play one either.”
“Where is the rest of the class? What field trip
You mean they will be gone for a WEEK’
And I'm to take that teacher’s hall duty? I wis
could speak Spanish!”

“Please raise your hands for crunch lount. ..
mean, lunch count. Joanie, I know Juanit
doesn't speak English, so she didn't raise he
hand, but she does eat, so I'lladd one to the totz
for cru . . lunch crount! Wait! Don't pass yet.
still have five announcements. . ."
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