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In many respects the public attitude toward science education seems to Ig
behind public attitude concerning science per se. At the same time, the publj
perceptions of science and of science education are intimately related as logi
would suggest (Fig. 2). 1

Information collected from adult samples by follow-up studies using some ¢
the affective items from NAEP supports this assessment (Yager & Yager,
& b). In addition, small national samples collected with the assistance of scieng
consultants in each state provide further support for the trends (Yager & Penick
1985).

Figures 2 and 3 summarize information from questionnaires distributed tg
citizen groups by 53 science supervisors and science education specialists fron
32 states. Sample sizes for specific years (and/or combination of years) rangey
from 325 to 810. Some respondents refused to reflect on perceived attitude priog
to 1970 or even 1975. Fortunately, others were more willing to reflect on theg
past perceptions of the importance of science and/or science education.

The information in Figure 2 shows that the public perception of the importangy
of science education has improved dramatically from the late 70’s. This publi
support for science education reached an all-time high in 1985.

Figure 3 permits a comparison of public support (expression of importance:
for science and for science education. There is no indication that public suppor
for science education has ever exceeded public support for science. Perhaps this
relationship should be expected. Certainly science educators must be concerneg
about the public support for science. As public support for and recognition of the
importance of science increase, the public support for science education in
creases. Science education is thus affected by the perceptions of the publi¢
including the students enrolled in K-12 science programs. Support for science
education (and the development of a more informed public) is not likely to occur i
the general public questions the importance of the basic scientific process.

The data presented strengthens a definition of science education as a
discipline concerned with the interactions of science and society. As such,
science education can be viewed as a part of the total spectrum of science
being the link between human endeavors called science and the rest of humanity
called society Science education is an inquiry of the factors affecting publi
understanding and support for scientific enterprise, and an inquiry of the factors
set by society upon the pursuit of science.

The results of this survey emphasize the fact that science and science
education are connected and intertwined. But, public interest in and support for
science education lags behind such interest in and support for science by 4-§
years. Since science education provides the link between science and the rest of
society, it is imperative that science education advance. Indeed, such advance:
ment will assure the advancement of future science. Perhaps it is impossible
reduce the lag in public support for science education. However, a reduction
would be desirable. Science education provides the best means we have foi
closing the gap between the advance of science and technology and the public
process.
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