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The main struggle for Katniss/the districts is in class
disparity. The white rich own 99% of the wealth, while the
non-white poor get 1%.

There are stories that we read and watch that stick with us for
the rest of our lives. Whether it be that we put our Hogwarts
house in our twitter biography, or keep the hardbacks on our
shelves well into adulthood, art changes us and shapes us into

Gen Z kids are not doing well. A virus has virtually shut down
the entire globe, the rich are getting richer and the poor are
getting poorer, and trust in the government is less than ever.

And yet, Gen Z is supposed to nr the ones to fix it. It all feels like * Poorest districts described as mainly non-white, while .

: : : : the humans we become. But only once in a lifetime does a work
a dystopian novel, one that happened to be popular with Gen Z wealthier ones are mostly white (THG 8) fart; 4 <h . i fiohting f
kids, The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins. The series sold over . ofartimpact and shape an entire generation Into lighting or

Dissonance between Capitol and districts; Effie shames
last year’s tributes for eating “like savages”, Katniss
knows they were starving (THG 44-45)

causes that they believe in. Only one in a lifetime does a work of
art inspire an entire generation to stand up and say, “I won’t take
this anymore. I refuse to live like this.” Collins’s trilogy is a

65 million copies and was the first in a years long trend of YA
dystopian novels. But the trilogy (The Hunger Games, Catching
Fire, and Mockingjay) has impacted the youth of America more

than just as a new favorite novel: it lit a spark of revolutionary * Poor people > to be reaped for the games, they take cultural landmark that will be talked about for years and will be
ideas in them, like fighting for the rights of minorities like the tesserae, a system where a child gets food in exchange for FOROUR looked l?ack on as the match that lita fire within an entire
poor, calling out dishonesty in authority, and being authentic putting their name in more times (THG 13) = L IVES #3724 b generation.

over approval from the powerful. It’s impacted this generation * Wealthy districts cheat/train their kids, consistently Panem is run on manipulation, fear-mongering, and the

so much that some are calling Gen Z, “Generation K”, after winning more than others, receiving more money and show of the Games. Katniss/the districts see right through
Katniss Everdeen, the main character of the series. But is all of food, so it cycles (THG 94, CF 7, 31) it, following authentic, honest leaders.

this true, or is it just kids being “sensitive”?

* Every year, Reaping starts with speech about history of Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games series. Scholastic, 2008-
Gen Z particularly struggles with income inequality and is Panem and how Capitol had mercy on districts, who 2010.
active in trying to fight it. tried to rebel 74 years ago, the games being e Hertz, Noreena. “Think the Millennials Have It Tough? For
* Gen Z and Millennials have higher opinion of socialism punishment. (THG 18) generaﬁz?v[KC];ife's El\zen Har Zher " The Guardian, Guardian
than other generations, more in favor of free healthcare,  Katniss’ mentors advise her to pretend to like Capitol e el | — 19“ - 20? -
free college3, and raising taxes on rich? as a strategy to stay alive. Katniss struggles to follow ; Parker’, fm, et alj ,Generatlon ZTLooks a Lot Like Mﬂlenn,lals o
thi h lv despises Capitol. (THG 8) Key Social and Political Issues.” Pew Research Center's Social &
Millennials and Generation Z Favor Socialist Policies 1S, aS SNE OPEILY AESPISES Lapitol. 117/-11 Demographic Trends Projec t, 31 Dec. 2019
— . Cali.)ltOI c1tlzegs a.ehe?fed Katmss an.d Peeta.t s love story +  2Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System.
SEciabat oty S — while people in districts didn’t, seeing their near- “Distribution of Household Wealth in the U.S. since 1989 .” Board
= suicide as an act of rebellion (CF 21) of Governors of the Federal Reserve System, 20 Mar. 2020
S » Capitol recycles old footage of District 13 to make * 3Kight, Stef W. “Exclusive Poll: Young Americans Are Embracing
provde Tuiensree [ T B N districts think it’s still destroyed when it’s really where Socialism.” Axios, Axios Media , 10 Mar. 2019,
rebellion is building (CF 146, 163 M 18)  4Hanks, Angela, et al. “Systematic Inequality.” Center for
: : . : American Progress, 21 Feb. 2018
: L. : o * Katniss does terrible at filming scripted propaganda
* Generation Z is children born from 1997-2012 GolispmaniChgulc o : : * 5Monbiot, George. “Neoliberalism - the Ideology at the Root of
. : : : { e ; s for rebels, but when put in action and off-the-cuff, she ’ 5 . . .
* Gen Z kids are known for being particularly more left : All Our Problems.” The Guardian, Guardian News and Media, 15
, , thrives (M 74-76)
leaning than generations before them' e - | Apr. 2016
* Gen Z is the most racially diverse generation yet © DailyMailcom GenerstionZ : KatI?ISS 1si.<1:<onstan.tclly seecljrc.hels) f.or othersi ulterior * “Lavin, T.al.ia, et al. “HQW ‘Eat the Rich’ Became the Rallying Cry
e Gen Z and Millennials accumulate just 6.3% of US wealth, Credit to the Daily Mail. “Half of young Americans would E:lofves’( 1\;[ £ 81")681 ent Coin beimng simply power- for the D1g1tal. Gene1; atu;n. GQ,. 5 NO.V- 2019 |
while Baby Boomers at their age had 13,20 rather live in a socialist country, survey finds” gry UM 37 * 7Hoffower, Hillary. “70% Of Millennials Say They'd Vote for a

Socialist. 5 Facts about Their Debt-Saddled Economic Situation
Tell You Why.” Business Insider, Business Insider, 1 Nov. 2019

. live q e of : Gen Z kids were born in the social media age with a huge , o ,
POCs > to live in poverty, due to cycle of not getting same exDOSUre to news everv da * SBurke, Fiona. “Gen Z Is All About Authenticity.” Medium, Clyde
level of opportunity/education as white people4 b ty day Group, 25 Feb. 2019

The Hunger Games follows Katniss Everdeen, a teenage girl from * Neoliberalism is pervasive in US, running on idea of oen £ Prefers at.lthentlaty over performance, wanting *  ?Barenberg, Otto, and Sofia Corzo. “Generation Z Is Not Afraid.”

s ’ &E6 A : ) : people in their life to be themselves rather than fake® Harvard Political Review Generation Z Is Not Afraid Comments
Panem, a country that now occupies what once was North paying workers as little as they’ll take and forcing them to . . . A !
America. The Capitol every year randomly chooses 24 12-18 year pay as much as they will for basic needs like * GenZ more distrusting of authority than past == 7PF. =019
olds to compete in a fight to the death until one remains. Katniss healthcare/housing or risk dying, because there’s “no generations® e 10 CNNdStaff. Fl(')rlda il‘tlude?E Emma Glc))lnzalez to Lawmikers arll)d
volunteers in her sister’s place, winning in the process with her alternative”> * Gen Zis good at spotting inauthenticity, like Emma Gun Advocates: We Call BS. CNN, Cable News Networ, 18 Feb.

place, g p & P & 2018
star-crossed lover Peeta, after t.hreatetmng to commit su1c1Qe if | e A popular phrase from young people is “Eat the Rich”, Gonzalez’s “We Call BS” speech in 2018 . Miller, Mary Catherine, “Restorying Dystopia: Exploring the
they both weren't E}HOY\’ed to win. This act sparks aorevoluio:lon — from socialist theorist Jacques Rousseau® * America is guilty of using fear-based tactics when Hunger Games Series Through U.S. Cultural Geographies
the people of the districts of Panem, Katniss becoming their : : A - . ’
: : . ; covering the Iraq War, a war that many are calling Identities, and Fan Response.” Ohio State University, 2017, p.

symbol and leading them to fight against the oppressive unnecessary" UE

government.
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