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Background

Source: https://www.globalfundforwomen.org/abortion-rights-infographic/

State of Abortion Laws Globally



Background
Abortion Policy in the United  States Since the Ruling of Roe v. Wade

Source: https://www.globalfundforwomen.org/abortion-rights-infographic/

Appalachia



Background

Source: https://www.globalfundforwomen.org/abortion-rights-infographic/

What if Abortion Laws are Restricted?



Purpose 
Evidenced by several attempt of various scholars studying the U.S. 
abortion policy at discrete moments in time, coming to conflicting 
conclusions about how well theories of morality policy, gender, and 
political representation explain abortion policy. 

Hence, this study examines the relationship between the level of support 
for abortion policy in the U.S. and some factors namely; Gender, Religious 
background, and Political ideology, as well as the difference in abortion 
rates among U.S. states that are governed by republican or democratic 
governors of all 50 U.S. states. 



Methodology
• Quantitative & 

Qualitative Study

• Primary and Secondary 
data collection

• Chi-square & unpaired 
T-test hypothesis 
testing

• NRLC (National Right to 
Life Convention) 
Abortion Statistics as at 
2019

Source: https://nrlc.org/uploads/factsheets/FS01AbortionintheUS.pdf



Methodology
• Sample & Data Collection

• Primary data collected for this research project was from survey questions 
administered to 100 students randomly picked from the population of East Tennessee 
State University. Data was analyzed using chi-square test. 

• Comparison groups comprised of democrat governed states and republican governed 
states in the U.S. for the year 2015 totaling fifty states and the District of Columbia 
sourced from Johnstonsarchive. Data was analyzed using un-paired T-test.

• A trend analyzes of the time series data was collected for annual abortions in the U.S. 
sourced from NRLC Abortion Statistics for each year during 1973–2015.

• Lastly, qualitative secondary data were also collected from the historical cases 
associated with abortion policy with Roe v. Wade since 1973.

http://www.johnstonsarchive.net/policy/abortion/index.html#US
https://nrlc.org/uploads/factsheets/FS01AbortionintheUS.pdf


Methodology
• Operationalization of Variables

Dependent Variable Operational Measure

Support for Abortion

A dichotomous indicator coded 1 for Pro-choice (Yes), coded 0 

for Pro-life (No) to explain students' views on women's right to 

abortion

Abortion Rate

Secondary data for reported annual abortion in the U.S. from the 

year 1973 to 2015 sourced from NRLC Abortion Statistics. Data 

for abortion rates across U.S. states for 2015 was sourced from 

Johnstonsarchive.

Independent Variables Operational Measures

Gender A dichotomous indicator coded 1 for Female, coded 0 for Male.

Religious Background

A dichotomous indicator coded 1 for religious, coded 0 for non-

religious.

Political Ideology

A dichotomous indicator coded 1 for students who identified as 

Democrats, coded 0 for students who identified as Republican.

Governors

A dichotomous indicator coded 1 for Democrat governed states, 

coded 0 for Republican governed states. State governors sourced 

from Wikipedia



Results and Discussion: Gender
• H0: There is no relationship 

between gender and views on 
abortion policy among U.S. 
university students.

• Ha: There is a relationship 
between gender and views on 
abortion policy among U.S. 
university students. 

• At a significant value of 0.05, 
Chi-Square test corresponding p-
value (0.912) is greater than α 
(0.05), we fail to reject our null 
hypothesis. 

• In a sum, we conclude that no 
association was found between 
gender and views on abortion 
policy.



Results and Discussion: Religious Background

• H0: There is no relationship 
between religious background 
and views on abortion policy 
among U.S. university students. 

• Ha: There is a relationship 
between religious background 
and views on abortion policy 
among U.S. university students.

• At a significant value of 0.05, 
Chi-Square test corresponding p-
value (0.491) is greater than α 
(0.05), we fail to reject our null 
hypothesis

• In a sum, we conclude that no 
association was found between 
religious background and views 
on abortion policy.



Results and Discussion: Political Ideology

• H0: There is no relationship 
between political ideology and 
views on abortion policy among 
U.S. university students. 

• Ha: There is a relationship 
between political ideology and 
views on abortion policy among 
U.S. university students.

• At a significant value of 0.05, 
Chi-Square test corresponding 
p-value (0.402) is greater than α 
(0.05), we fail to reject our null 
hypothesis

• In a sum, we conclude that no 
association was found between 
political ideology and views on 
abortion policy.



Results and Discussion: States Governors
• H0: There is no significant 

difference in abortion rates among 
U.S. states that are governed by 
republican or democratic 
governors.

• Ha: There is a significant difference 
in abortion rates among U.S. states 
that are governed by republican or 
democratic governors. 

• At 95% confidence interval, the P-
value is 0.449 and the t-test is 
0.767, hence we fail to reject our 
null hypothesis

• This provides support for the initial 
conclusion of no significant 
difference in the means of 
abortion rates among U.S. states 
that are governed by republican or 
democratic governors.



Results and Discussion: Trend Analysis

• The line graph illustrates the 
trend of annual abortion in 
the United States since the 
ruling of Roe v. Wade over 
the years from 1973 to the 
year 2015.

• Peak in 1990 with abortion 
totaling 1.61million in that 
year.

• Constant decline in the U.S. 
annual abortion rate even 
though abortion has been 
legalized in the U.S. states.



Conclusion
• Analysis results suggest that there is no association between our 

independent variables: gender, religious background, political 
ideology and views on abortion policy.

• Also, party affiliation of the governor of a state does not necessarily 
affect the abortion rate of that state. 

• Legalizing abortion in the U.S. states does not increase the rate of 
abortion.

• In summary, gender, religious background, political ideology or 
affiliation, nor legalization of abortion does not have an effect on the 
rate of abortion in the U.S.
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