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Scab of Sweet Potato

Sweet potato scab (Elsinoe batatas [Sawada]
Viegas and Jenkins) of the leaf and stem is con-

sidered the most severe disease of sweet potato in
the CNMI where it has been observed particularly
on the Konabe variety, especially during the rainy
season.  The disease is common in Asia and on many
Pacific islands.
   The disease is caused by a fungus.  The first symp-
toms are small, brown lesions on the veins of the
leaves.  As the disease progresses, the lesions be-
come corky in texture and result in distortion,
causing the leaves to curl and fail to expand nor-
mally.  Stem lesions are slightly raised with rusty
brown spots.  A scablike structure forms on the stems
as the spots join.

Control
Little is known about controlling this disease.  The
use of resistant varieties where available is sug-
gested.  Propagation material should be carefully
inspected.  Only disease-free cuttings should be
used, and crop rotation should be practiced.  A new
field should not be planted in the same place where
an earlier field had much scab damage.  Sanitation
practices, removing and destroying infected leaves
and stems as soon as possible, help keep the disease
in check.

   For additional information about this disease,
consult an Extension Agent at your local land grant
institution.

*Replaces Agricultural Pests of the Pacific Series,
ADAP 91-3.
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University of Guam  (671) 735-2002 - fax (671) 734-5600
University of Hawaii  (808) 956-8140 - fax (808) 956-6967

Funded by the United States Department of Agriculture Cooperative State
Research, Education and Extension Service Grant 99-38826-7854
ADAP Home Office - College of Tropical Agriculture and Human Resources
3050 Maile Way, Gilmore Hall 213, University of Hawaii at Manoa
Honolulu, HI 96822 USA  www.adap.hawaii.edu/adap - adap@hawaii.edu
The Pacific Land Grants and the U.S.D.A. are Equal Opportunity/
Affirmative Action Institutions

Publishing and conversion into digital format made possible by funding from
USDA Western SARE PEOPLE Project, Utah State Subcontract #C019211,
Project #EW98011.

Reviewing/Updating by George Wall, Ph.D.;


