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Theoretical Perspectives for Analyzing Urban Legends

ABSTRACT

Theoretical perspectives and methods on urban legends have become more diverse
since 1980s. Now we have “Fortean Approach”, the linguistic analysis (or linguistic-
structural analysis), the literary criticism, the psychoanalytic approach, the comparative
historic-geographic approach, and the structuralist perspective. Each has developed its
own direction, style, and route. These perspectives and methods can be categorized into
three categories: “the quest for legend’s meaning”, “the formal-structural analysis” and
“the empirical research”. Multiple coexisting research routes have broadened and deep-
ened people’s awareness and understanding for urban legends, and which have led re-
search to a higher level.

The purpose of this paper is to introduce such perspectives and methods, and give
a simple evaluation to grasp the whole picture of urban legend research in western aca-

demia.

Key Words: urban legend, theories and methods, urban folklore



