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Is the Accreditation in Medical Education an Opportunity or a Burden?

Hanna Jung, Woo Taek Jeon, Shinki An

Department of Medical Education, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

The accreditation process (AccP) is both an opportunity and a burden for medical schools—which one it Corresponding author

becomes depends on how medical schools recognize and utilize the AccP. In other words, if a medical Shinki An

school recognizes the AccP only as a formal procedure or as a means for continuing medical education, Department of Medical Education,
it will be a burden for the medical school. However, if a medical school recognizes the real and positive Yonsei University College of Medicine,
value of the AccP, it can be both an opportunity and a tool for developing medical education. The educational 50-1 Yonsei-o, Seodaemun-gu, Seoul
value of the AccP is to improve the quality, equity, and efficiency of medical education, along with increasing 03722, Korea
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agencies and medical schools must first be recognized as part of an “educational alliance” working together
towards common goals. Secondly, clear guidelines on the accreditation standards should be periodically
reviewed and shared. Finally, a formative evaluation using self-evaluation as a system that can utilize the

AccP as an opportunity to develop medical education must be introduced. This type of evaluation system Received: January 29, 2020
could be developed through collaboration among medical schools, academic societies for medical education, Ist revised: February 11, 2020
and the accrediting authority. Accepted: February 11, 2020
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Figure 1. The relationship between WFME, accrediting agency, and medical
school. WFME, World Federation for Medical Education.
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Figure 2. Standards for accreditation in medical education.

Tahle 1. Advantages and reservations in defining global standards for medical education

Advantages

Reservations

Incentive for improvement

Basis for national evaluation

Formulation of essentials (core)

Opportunity for education research

Facilitation of reforms

Instrument for funding

Facilitation of exchange (students/teachers/programs)
Basis for accreditation

Interference with autonomy

Focus on minimum requirements
Risk of conformity

Sense of control

Lack of common relevance
Disregard for local differences
Equation of "global" and "western"
Increasing brain drain

From Karle H. Acad Med. 2006;81(12 Suppl):S43-8 [23].
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Figure 4. Quality assurance process of GMC, LCME, and KIMEE. Adopted from General Medical Council. Overview of proposed QA process [Internet]. London:

| Medical Council [cited 2019 Jan
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| Accreditation decision
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Annual questionnaire
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Self-evaluation | Accreditation decision 2-year cycle Self-evaluation

Published report

TN

Published report

10]. Available from: https://www.gmc-uk.org/education/standards-guidance-and-curricula/projects/review-of-our-

quality-assurance-process/overview-of-proposed-ga-process [28]. GMC, General Medical Council; LCME, Liaison Committee on Medical Education; KIMEE, Korean

Institute of Medical Education and Evaluation.
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