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Letter dated 12/25/1866, Oconee, Ga. to My Dear Sister from Mary J.P. Mentions
wedding of Josh Wood and Emma Grabille on last Sunday.

Letter dated 1/3/1867, Oconee, Ga. to My Dear Sister from “Sis".

Letter dated 2/10/1867, Bay Springs, GA. to Mrs. M. V. Barksdale, My Dearest
Sister from Your devoted sister, Mary. Mentions wedding of-Mollie Joiner and
Mr. Mapin on the 2nd Sunday in last month (Jan and John Posey married Thursday
evening Miss Glover (niece of Jessee Glover) Mentions forthcoming wedding of
Annie Joiner and John Medlock. Mentions Tom and Bill Parker being seen by

Wm. (apparently in Texas).

Letter dated 3/4/1867, Oconee, GA. to Dear Brother from Mary (Sister) mentions
marriage of Annie Joiner on February 21 to John Medlock. Mentions termination
of her engagement with Bill Mitchell.

Letter dated 3/18/1867, Bay Springs, GA. to My Dearest Sister from Mary (Sister)
despairing over her broken engagement.

Letter dated 4/19/1867, Bay Springs, GA. to My Dearest Sister from Mary J.P.
Relates hearing from Thomas Parker who is planning a trip to Georgia from
Texas. Speaks of Beulah, Sallie and Eddie (Sisters and brother,)

Letter dated 5/17/1867, Bay Springs, GA. to My Dearest Sister, Mrs, Mattie V.
Barksdale, from Mary. Mentions visitors Carrie Parker, Mat Renfroe, and Miss
ET1a Brookins. Mentions recent marriage of Sallie Jackson and John Robins.

Letter dated 7/31/1867, Bay Springs, GA. to my Dearest Sister, from ? Mentions
attending a literary address in Louisville given by Rev. Dr. Right of Augusta,
also wedding the next day of Mr., Miller and Mrs, Emily Casin.

. Letter dated 9/3/1867, Spring Creek, Texas, to My Dearest Sister (Mollie J.
Palmer) from Martha and envelope. Talks of sickness , and returning to Georgia.

Letter dated 9/22/1867, Bay Springs, GA. to My Dearest Sister from Mary.

Letter dated 10/27/1867, Bay Springs, GA. to My Dear Sister from Sis. Tells
of her promising to marry Harris Fisher on Novemver 7, Mentions Jennie Fluker
and Miss Sallie Boyd being her waiters, and Gus Tarbutton and BoB Moye the
gentlemen. Advises that Mr, Fisher and Bob Moye do merchandising together.
Relates the forthcoming marriage of William Robinson and Miss Savannah
Stillwell, and Mat Harrison will wed Enoch Moody (Dan Moody's son).
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spinitual blessings and thust in God for his blessing upon the use of the means and
hewill never Leave thee non fornsake thee. T was by gratified fo recelve your
photognaphs. They are good Likenesses. We have not yet been able %o have ours
taken. WAL do s0 as soon as we can. Beulah had a Light attack of cholera morbus
a few days ago but éé now bettern. Ann ELiza was taken yestenday with the same, A8
betten ftoday, though 4in bed. The nest are well.

My prayern for you and youns every day L8 that Heaven may direct you Ain the
night way and prospern you both temporal and spirnitual as 48 best for you. Cleave fo %
Lond with {ull purpose o4 hearnt. Let yourn face as a {Lint Fowards heaven and Let
nothing twwn you asdde. Our gheat business in this world s fto serve God and
prepare for Heaven. 1§ we do this failthfully nothing can befall us to injure us,
but all things will wornk together forn oun good. We many not be exempt from sufferning
but we should rnememben that even the Capfain of owr salvation was made perfect through
sufferning., T4 4€ was necessary for him, much s0 more for us. 14 we do not 1
comprehend and {ully understand all the dispensations of Provddence Lowards us in this
Life, yet we shouwld have an unshaken confidence in God, that whatevern he does is
night. And though we may not now understand yet we shall know hereagten. 1§ we
commit all our ways to nim, he will direct us in all owr goings. 1 want all my
children to Live night that we may all Live fogethen in Heaven. Pray for us.

Peace be with you. ‘
IM Palmen
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Oconee, Washington County, Ga. March 17/67
My Dear Daughten,

1 have thought T would ftry to wiite fo you once a month,, Im don't know how
Long 1 shatl hold out, or whether 1 shatl be able to wriite interesting; but 1
suppose it i85 with you as Lt 48 with me, 1 Like Zo nead youn Letterns and hear 5nom
you. Since T wrote you Last we have had some very cold rainy weathen about the
Last ten days has been nainy with cold nonth east winds. This morning it is
clear with a cold west wind, A Little ice. Some people have planted corn. Some
corn 45 up, 1 have not planted any yet. Shall commence ftomorrow. The Last ten
days of Feb. and §inst few days of Marnch were warm enough forn Aprnil and fruit
trees bloomed and the p&bbpect now L8 gloomy for a fruit crop. Owr apple trhees are
in §ull bLoom and have had about ten days of cold rain upon them and now a prospect
0f killing §rost. Peach trees are done blooming. They are §ull of young fruit but
At 45 probable they will be killed. 1 have grafted 100 apple trees in my orchard
Lately. Have 75 grape cutiings in a box near the watern bucket, fo get them to fake
nook preparatorny to setting out in vineyard next winter. 1 have been to church
today, to Antioch. Mr. Hawis preached a continuation of his sernies. A small
congregation. We are building the school house at that place, a framed house
30 x 20 feet, with 10 glass windows. WiLL get it done in 10 days. WLLE have a
stove to warm {t. 1t stands about 40 on 50 steps grom the church .in the
dinection of Mrws. Laningham's house, amongst the black jacks. Mr. Lawson is
teaching in the church., He has about 33 schofarns. Annie Nennie and Edward
go. Eddie don't Like %o go. March 20, 1 wriite by piecemeals. 1 have been
perhaps more busy this sprning than usual. Everny moaning about daybreak I make a

fine in the stove and draw waten.dwiing the day 1 have various fobs fto do and
do some practice, and am about all Zhe time doing something. Our folks are planting

conn today. Weathern 4is cold and cloudy. We had §rost and .ice two days ago. I fear
that fruit is killed though 1 cannot see that it is. 1In our court Last week

Charlie Millen and his wife got a divorce. He 48 to pay hern $500. Mr. Hawnison

and his wife also got a divorce. They quit even.


















the whites have. The whites have greatly abused that privilege and the neghoes
cant do much wonse. Providence s£iLL nules the destinies of the country and
he will direct all things rnight, however unpleasant some things may be to us.
His dispensations arne night and forn the best good even though it be in
chastisements and therefore we should be neconciled to them.

Mr. MilLen tells me he received a Letter grom O0tho Lately 4in which he
says to Mn. Miller %o get a place forn him for he will certainly come back
hene by the finst of January next. Mr. Millern says his Letten is dated at
Austin,

May 28. 1 have defered sending this to the office from day to day
thinking that 1 would receive a Letten from you. It has not yet come fo
hand. 1 hope it will. 1 am always twuly glad fo neceive a Lettfen from
you. I1£ would be a great sounce of pleasure to me if we could be situated
nean enocugh to visdit each othen. Ourn stay togethen in this world Ls shont at
best and it seems that parents and children ought to continue near enough to
visit. 1 Love my children and would be greatly pleased fo have them near me.
Sorny that 1 am not able fo give them monre assistance.

Yourn Ma says she thinks of you often and would Like to wrnite but that she
has no time to wiite. You know how she is--careful and troublLed about many
things. She 45 constantly busy. 1t is probable Mas. Jackson will visit us
this yean. She speaks of doing s0. James Jackson expects to visit his
mothern 4in June. After he rneturns she speaks of coming to our house.

let us try to keepalive the spinit of religion in owr hearts. Whether
we are blessed with rneligious privileges on not Let us thy fo be chrnistians
grom principle. Serve God whether we geel happy or not. To fear God and keep
his commandments 4s ourn whole duty. Let us thy to fulfil the grheat purpose
of God 4in our creation.Glornify him that we may enfoy him forever. Practical
in neligion is the sont that will stand the test. 1t .is well to hearn preaching
4§ you can but hearning 48 onky a part of our duty. Practicing what we hean

45 mone Ampertant. And if we have no other Preachen we have the Bibfe to
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evrnee welngton County, GA. June 27, 1867

My Dear Daughten,

1 necelved yours of the 9th Inst in about 9 days after it was wnitten. 1 also

yeeived a Letten in a few days aften 1 stanted my Last. 1t 4is a great pleasure
. )
y me to necive Lettens from you. 1 esteem it a greal privilige to be able %o

ymmunicate, nothwithstanding the great distance that intervenes. 1 am glad %o

yann that you are forming acquaintances that you Like. Hope that you will be enabled

) enfoy the pleasure of good society, 1t enables one to pass Zhe time monre

easant and L5 a great benefit to us as we pass along through Life. Without

ciety the mind preys upon itseld and becomes . dispinited. Cultivate the society of

e good and rneswectable. You will §ind friends that will compensate fo a considerable

Zent fon the Loss of rnelatives.

We are sXLL 4in the enfoyment of usual health, What a great blessing for a

mily of ten pernsons to enjoy health forn as Long a time as we have without a serious

Ae 04 sichness. We have had favornable seasons fon the cultivation of the crops.

ene has not been a hard rain this yearn-just gentle showerns about often enough. Corn

not as Large as 1 have seen at this time of year but is Looking well and is
silking., We have had but Little hot weather this summern. Mostly pleasant.

Wheat crops wene generally good in this country, in some places extraordinary good.

own was quite poor, only 36 bushels, T expect fo make my next crop on 5 acnes.
I intend to make At nich and it will make enough for us.

The oat crop 4s said to be good in the countrny generally. 1§ the seasons
continue gavorable therne will be good crops made. 1§ Providence favors us we can
stand the yankees. 1 have no fear of congiscation and as fo negroes voting 1 dont

% they will do any wornse that the whites have. Providence rules and T am
sfied. My plan L8 o treat the negroe nespectful and thy fo elevate him in
wion and keep his confidence. 1 am superintending a sunday school for negroes

1y Spring, aso a white sunday shcool there and one at Antioch. My §eelings

My
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Oconee, Washington County, Georgia
July 25, 1867
My Dean Daughter,

Since T wrote to you we have been visited with sicknesr  Jimie, William and
Edward have allf had Kéﬁt attacks of fevern. They were quite sick fon some days but
arne now up though not stout, We ane having now the hottest weather we have had
this summen. It 48 producing some sickness 4in the country. The nains have
slacked off and we are now sugfering for rain. Some parts of the country have an
abundance of hain and some a scarcity. Today I carnied Sis to the station to go
to Mn. Parnkers 4n Jeffernson county. She has gone down there to stay a few days.

1 there got yourn Lettern dirnected to Sis dated 15th inst. VYou say you had not heard
from hene in a month. 1 sent you a Letten about 4he Last of June which you ought

to have got begore that time. 1 also Learned from it that you and William have both
been sick. T am sorry to hear Lt. 1 geared that you would have sickness. TIn Bilious

fevern you should §inst puke and then punge, then trhy to produce perspiration with

teas and sometimes with cold watern externally and as soon as the feven can be got off on

even pretty Low, use quinine about 15 grs-Ain 3 on 4 hours. H the fever gives way
Zhen use Febrifuge which Ls equal parts of Tinnctune of Lobelia & No 6, with a small
portion of camphor and peppermint added. The use of Liquorn is sometimes benegicial
as a preventive and also a restorative, 1§ the pople there find it beneficial it
might be well to use some. 1§ you could stay well and have sick people to attend on
you could Learn how Lo give medicine successfully, but if you become sick and have
no one fo prescrnibe forn you, Lt 48 bad. 1t is always unpleasant and sometimes very
difgicult for a person An such a case to know what to do.

How glad T would be Lf you were near enough for me fo ulsit you in your
sdckness., 1 do hope that yourn sdickness will not continue until winten. I1& is
sometimes difficult to recovern health until cold weather. 1 have gone through some
severe schools of sdckness in my family but 1 always Learned something. Every
pernson 48 internested in the subfect o4 medicine and should endeavorn to Learn all they

can,
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ronee, Washingfon County, GA
agust 12/67

y Dear Daughter
Duning the sickly season T am writing fo you oftenern than heretofore. No
oubt you would Like %o hean grom us and we are anxious fo hea; §rom you. Since
wrote to you about two weeks ago our children continue poonlg. None have been
ony sick yetthey do not get well. Jimie stanted to school but did go but a few
15 until he was taken sick again. He L8 now up but is puny. WLLiam also
uited but was taken sick and /yg’w at home, though up he is st{lL puny. Edward is
woverning his health but has not stanted to school. Nannie stays at home perhaps
lay in everny week grom headache. We have a sont of comfortably sick family.
Lie says to Tell sisten Martha "she can read" "and she has not forgotten her
2. Beuwlah say "she Loves sdisten Marntha". The next day agter we received
v, Lettern the package you sent came. Things all night. The children are well
ased with thein presents. Sallie says Zell sistern Mantha "hern dress is pretty
{ she wone it to Mr. Millerns wedding and has got it yet". Annie and Nannie
r well pleased with thein presents. M. Miller mauviied Mns. Emily Cason
ust 1st. Your Ma and T and William and Sallie went to the dinner at his house.
maviied at Uncle Hay Woods at 9 o'clock and came on fo his house fo dinner.
ne was a pretty Large company and they enfoyed themselves in a very quiet and
'ely mannen., Vesternday William Robison preached Cornelia L. Fisher's gfuneral
Bay Spring. There was a Large congregation and he preached a good sermon. He
stationed in Macon this year and is well Liked there. He has improved very much,
We trnied the washing compound a few days ago. We took a usual size washing
clothes such as it takes a negrno woman all day to wash and would have faken
n Ma. and SLAldKK day on the old plan. The75LnLAhed between 1 and 2 o'clock,
n Ma says the dint came out easier than she ever saw it do before. She speaks
doing ourn washing but she is not able to do it. ALL Right goods not very dirty
£ get clean without rubbing just as the neceipt says but homespun clothes

Ly dinty requines elbow grease but is much easien washed. 1t requires about
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ronee Washington County, GA. Sept; 3, 1867
y Dear Daughten,
Through the tender mency of a kind Providence T am yet alive and able fo wrife
7 you. f have suffered a considerable amount of pain scince T wrote to you LasZ,
sl weekl got hunt in my back Lifting a sack of glour which produced fevern and
1de me quite sdick atteﬁded with excwudlating pain. 1 was congined fo bed about
wmee days. Scince then T have been up and am improving quite fast. Ourn children
we not yet necovered thein health, They are up most part of the time but every
aw days they have a feven and they keep puny., The boys have gone fto school but
wmy Little in this term in consequence of Lf.
Annie and Nannie have not been sick and they go regularly. The month of August has
quite wet in this country. Cotton has been damaged in consequence. The
crop is made and akl accounts say it is Large. Corn will probably sell grom 75 cts
$ pern bushel. There i» considenable aickness in many neighborhoods, some in this
borhood though not a great deal. I neceived yowrs of August 5th in due Time.
to hean youn health was improving hope it will continue do s0. So 1 suppose
{8 decided to come back to Georgia. 1§ he 48 not satisgied there it would be
able no doubZ for him to come back. He can make a Living here fust as well
evern did. Thene 4is more signs of prospernity herne now than when he Left. 14
nes back he will be betfen satified than .if he had nevern gone there,
Vou do not say whethern you and William have a thought of coming back or not.
10t know what to say £o you in rneference to Lt for 1 do not know what youn
g4 are on the subfect. 1§ you could do as well here, as there, I had r 2
v you wene herne. 1 know you could make a Living here. Fauming Land can be had in
lountry by nenting on cropping. The Mims place s making a pretiy good crop
jear and is Ress sickly than 1 ever knew Lt before., William could probably
1 there and crop with Dr. Parnsons. The railroad is sXLL another opeiing.
L want to come back and William cant find an opening forn bettern employment he can

1 much of my Land as he can culitivate. 1t would be a great satisiaction to me
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igton County, GA Oct, 7, 1867
‘on,
d yowrs of the 215t Sept some days ago. Truly somry o hear that you
o ALILL afflicted. 1t is very difficult to get nestored to health
wthen comes, When T wrofe fo you glving you directions what means o
- occun té me that you were out b{cwﬁpoaition and Lobelia but 1 have
sy that perhaps you might need some and T will send some today. 1
{ some golden seal ginger mixed which 18 a suitable bitter to take
» 0f fever. VYou can stin in a half tea spoon full in cold water and
‘mes a day on make into pills and take. 1% has seemed to help our
n healith is better. When they fake sick we give an emetic.then
untill they get clean of fevern then give bittens. 1 nread accounts
e An Texas ever week. 1 hope you will escape it. 1§ At gets %o
[ Hockley you had better Leave there.
The finst indication we have had of fall weather was yesterday. It became
wnd 45 cool today, not Lacking much of being cool enough forn frost.
Ve have had a sickly summern and fall in this country in many nelghborhoods.
un nelghborhood has escaped well, We have some sickness Lin this nelghborhood
t 48 Light attacks, though sLow to get well. In Sandersville they have had
it deal of sdickness and many deaths. Durning the tast few weeks we have not
ich nain, but quite warm weathen., Cotton crops are much cut off by the
vet weather of Jubly & August . Corncrops are good through all this country.
There has been extensive revivals of neligion 4in many places Lin this country,
5 sLRE dull at Bay Spring and Antioch. Mr. Hawuwuis Ls stRL preaching at
th and Bro. Antony 45 yet on this circuit. He has Lately mawuied. He
ed his wife's neice who Lived with them a yearn on two.
Jct &, This morning 4is about cold enough fon frost but is occasioned by a cold
-east wind and there 45 some dew,

I hope sdichness will soon subside. 1 started to send you some apples by

54 b .
Wt could not Learn at the station that the Express nups in T
: exas.,
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Oconee, Washington County, GA, Nov 3, 1867
My Dear Daughter,
We received yowrs of the 18th ultimo dirnected Zo Sis, two days ago. We are
twly sornny to hearn of the yellow fever reaching your place and the death of 0zho.
1 sympathize with Susan in hen Loss. And know not but she too may have gone the way
0f all the eanrth but.hope not. My anxiety for you £s great. Would that T could
kagn from you everny day. T hope and twst that yo& will be preserved grom that
readful scourge, 1 suppose the disease L8 abating. 14 4is abating in New Onleans
id Galvestow very much, We have had a few Light §rosts here but not encugh to kill
W veééta%ion. 1 hope thé disease will soon Leave. 11X 45 an awful scourge.
00 people have died in Galveston & 1200 in New Onleans. 11X generally Leaves
on the §inst appearance of grost. lNannie was quite sick when 1 wrote to William but
te soon began to improve and 4is now about well, She was quite sick forn 5 on 6
tys with continued fever. But we are all now .in usual health.

The children speak of you every day and are anxiously Looking for the time for
w Lo netwwn. 1 hope you will be able fo come back by Chnistmas. We should
wdeavon to feel nesigned to the dispensation of Providence Zowards us whatever that may
2o And thy fo be prepared forn any event that comes upon ws. 1 trust that your
‘ves may be spared andyour health nestored and that you may be able to return
thely.

Your Ma 48 as busy as can be preparing for Sis wedding. It will take place
2t Thuwwsday night. 7Tth inst. We will have probably about 20 persons here. Hawris
peans to be getting along very well in pecuniary affairs and will make a good
wband, No one could object to to him only on account of his deformity, and that
wuwld be a secondary consideration.

Wingield Robinson marnied Miss Shinholster in Wilkinson Last Thursday. WiLliam
1B also to be married the same day to Miss Stifllwell . T have not heard fhom his
wiiage. 08d Dn, Holligield and one of his sons died in Sandersville a few weeks
30,  Fisherns widow will marny next Tuesday 5th to Rev, Mn. Ray frnom Walken

unty , Ga. He has been assistant preacher on this circwit for a few months.
us Leaves all well Nov.4
Your Fathos Dm
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2c. 25%h, 1660

W the greatest of pleaswre that 1 now endeavor to write you a few
su hean from me. 1 recelved your very kind agfectionate Letten,
jou were Ln Houston. 1 assure you A& was beﬂuAed with great care.
znhﬁuz'to hean you got to Texas safe. O my dean sistern 1 was glad
scaped 30 well being sdick in crossing the gulf. was very sorry
to hear William was 40 very sdck. And 1 am thankful that 1 am
th such a dear sisten, though I am denied of the precious privilege
jou and enfoying your dearn company, yet indeed Lt is more than
ny geelings to hearn from you and earwnesty pray that we may meet
Jers assend dailly to'an ALL Wise God, 4n your behalf. Many, many
hours have 1 spend since 1 Last Looked upon your dear face. I
you.and think of the many many miles thot sepernates us. It seems
give you up my dearn sisten. We got the photographs you sent us. 1
very good ones. 1 have insented one of each {in my album. In your
xd me Af Mn; Mitchell had come, he came yesternday was a week ago.
in this neighborhood he undenstood you & Wm. had gone to Texas and
jone up to Mws. Jacksons then, and he did not come herne with his
on down to Uncle Billie Robisons to camp and aftern supper came up
aned to be very glad to see me, he did not stay all night here that
back to his wagon, next day went to the sale at Flukers. T was
1 tell you there dome uneasy boys there that day sure. 1 just
. they talked and abused Mr. Mitchell badly, it did more harm than
them they wene only injuring themselves. Ma. M. stayed in the
il ThunAday; called to see me three times he is gone now %o
|ia; WiLl be back here Ln about a week. He was very sornry Aindeed
herne before you & Wm, Left. Said he expected to have a gay time

. was sadly disappointed.
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he 3nd 1867

permited to wiite you a few Lines to Let you know how I am, and
ong. 1 am enjoying most excellent health ‘ow, and do truby hope
¢ same great blessing. The health of Pa's family is very good
hildren though were poorly Last week but are all well now.
st week, she stnained her night anm so0 badly she can hardly
ny painful to her., Well Martha how did you spend Christmas.
y one on not. Well T enjoyed myself very weld indeed. T was

1 went up about Sandersville. 1 and Jennie Fluker went Zo

sday evening, Went grom there, that night to Mr. Mathis' to a

Cotillion Party, next day went up Lo Mws, Tarbuttons, four miles grom town
stayed therne until Friday monning and we went to town, come on to Mr Bullards, to

°7 that night. There was a gheat many people there. 1 enjoyed myselq very weld

‘ennie Barber told me that W. A, had got back. Then I was anxious to get

wt did not get home until Saturnday evening and he had done gone home.

came home with me, stayed till yesterday evening. 1 am feeling very Lonely
now. 1 neckon 1 have wished a thousand times today that 1 could get a Letten
w. I had my ambrotype faken when T was up Lo Sandersville, 1 had Lt faken
A. Lt 45 a good picture 1 think. Pa 4s going to carry us all up o town
Long and have our photoghraphs taken. VYou don't know how proud 1 am o4 yours

Liams. 1 Look at them often and think of my dear sistern who s far away Ln

&L Martha 1 am very busy indeed now sewing. 1 am making a dress gor Ma now.
't sew any at all now, if 1 was not hene 1 don't know what she would do.
a ghaat deal of sewing to do. besdide we will have to do all the cooking. We

going to heep Net this year, she is not gone yet will Leave in a few days.






‘ha "Little Tom" 4s gone and Left me, his Pa's family L5 gone back %o

Thomas and WilLiam are godng Lo Texas some L£ime in this month.1 Suppose.
a Sallie Likes to cook as well as evern, T know you would Laugh L4 you
hes some time wonking arcund <in the kifchen as busy as some o0lc cock.
as miAchavioﬁA as she can be, the children speak ;ﬁ ycu often, and say they
ou. 0 my detn sistern what would 1 give gon one more Look at your dear
18 T 84t by my fine side, while 1 am writing, 4t calls to memory, many, many
» which we have spent together, and Lt makes me feel sad Zo think of the

» that sepernated us. but T s£LEL indulge the hope of enfoying yowr company

» will be preaching at Bay Spring next Sabbath. 1 do not expect fo go

Mr. Anthony 48 ourn preachern forn this year.

e how much did it take to canry you & william to Texas? 1 thought T would
10W.

Wt close Lest weary you, with my uninteresting nemarks. You must wiite to
m oyou don't know how glad T am fo get a Lettern from you. WLlLiam you must
tEme fon 1T think of you offen. Wrnite £o me how you are pleased with

must close. Good bye my dearn sisten & brothen. May heavens nichest

nest upon you., 1 remain as evern your devoted sdstern. Wrnite soon soon.

Mary P









the 5th

Ma 48 quite poorly this morning. She 48 not able to be up. She suffers a

t deal with her anm.

We have had very disagreeable weather here forn the °~st week as cold weathen
most every saw. had a big sfeet here which Lasted three on four days. 1

my hands full now. we fust finished RiLLing hogs yesterday. will be glad

I can-get to wonk sure enough, 1 must close. as 1 am in a huzzlur.

yourn sisten,

"S’('A n

2 send you a scrap of my new dress.



#

March 4th 1867

e,
th pleasure thot 1 seat myself to wiite you a few Lines to Let you

I neceived yourn very kind and obliging Letter a fewdays ago,
lch T assure you, gave me much pleasure fo peruse, I hope this will
wgind you well, well. We are all enjoying good health now, how
Wwd feel for this great and inestimable blessing.
rourn Lettern that you and my dean sdister had Lo youn selves, O could 1 have
of seeing you and this morning! forn 1 have a great deal o tell you.
ee you and her seated by your peaceful gireside, and could 1 realize
ma! but alas not fon me.
id to hear you are s0 well pleased with Texas. VYou will do well, and
2th out there.
‘ed Annie, Nannie & Eddie to schoof this morning. Mr. Lawson, who Ais
th at Antioch. Josh Wood teaching a small school at Bay Springs.
preached fon us yesterday at Bay Spring . preached an excellent seamon.
e audiance present. We have beautiful spring weather now, vegetation
out fast., The prospect {5 that we are going to have an early spring.
led Annie Joinern's marriage the 21s%t of Last month. a verny nice Little
do not think she was s0 well to marry John Metlock if all that 1 have

Well William 1 have something to tell Marntha. When BLLL Mitchell
. Dec. Last we postponed oun engagement {as you are aware of I suppose)
est to postpone our mavying a while Longer, Last week he passed
eighborhood and did not call upon me, he called on Mr., Nonthingtons a
said he was going to Sandersville and Aéﬂl out and go home, did not
k about me. 1 must confess 1 was a Little suspicious of him all the
made me mone cautious but he made euefgﬁain promise he could have made

m. 1 have now concluded his intentions were to decieve me . Can it be
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Ling Gia. March 18th 1867
rest Sisten
45 with a sad heant, T seat my-self this beautiful-, Lovely monning, %o endeavorn
rern your very kind and agfectionate Letten which 1 received two days ago. 1

you gggﬁ_éiAten; the perwsal of yourn Letter was, Lndé@d the greatest pleasure
had Lately. O,V-my dean sistern you do not know my feelings this morning. 0 i
[ only see you and talk with you <t would be the greatest pleasunre of my Life.
. sdsten, T often despond 0§ evern realizing much happiness. zthe futune Looks
id gloomy, my hopes have been blLighted. 1 feel as if T was cast o4f forevenr.

I decedved? 1 have asked my self zthat question 1 necon a thousand times,
o vain, such a coquette, as to deserve being treated in that way? Surely not.
! yesternday that BAEL M. was maied. then T hearnd 4t contradicted., A
nist who was grom the same county that Mn.Mftah%%g told John Joinern that BiLL
nied to a young Lady in N.C. the §inst of January. 2Zhis tobacconist asked

he knew me, John Zokd him he did. 0 he said he would Like 50 well fo see me,
. had heard a great deal of me. thought T was the nicest young Lady in Ga, but I
e has proved that he nevern cared any thing for me. 1t is a mysteny to me why he
to thifle with my affections. What do you & william think about {t? did you
e would ever be charged, of the crnime of decelving your dearn sistern? May God
him fon decefving me, but I can never never forgive! 1 think T would give
hing in the wornkd, wene Lt my possession i§ I could only forget the past.

5 Lt 45 gresh in my memony and never nevern fLo be obliterated. When BLL

ong here some two weeks ago, Wink Robinson saw him and sald to him he supposed
marvied recently--and wanted to know whether £t was thwe on not, Mitchell

was not s0 he was not mwuvied., So I do not know whether he was telling a

od orn not. ALL T want 48 forn William Lo see him one mone time.,

went to church yesternday and Last night at Antioch, trnyed fto be cheerful and

T, but a smiling gace often hides an aching heart. T was sorny to hearn you had not

joying such good health--hope though your health will soon be restored again.

WL well now, Salli .
e was very sick tyo three days pasz weep but she 44 up now,


















Bay Springs Geo. July 31s% 1867

My dearest Sisten, Affern spending several days in Jegferson County, 1 arrnived

safe at home yesterday evening did not find all well. Eddie is quite poorly, and
AoriA Billie, 4t seems we ane going to have a great deal « sdckness this yean.
1 did not necedve youn Zetten; TULL agten my avival home. Oh! how it grieved my
hearnt to hean you had been 40 sdick. but feel thankful that a kind Providence has
blessed you Ain sparing your Life. 1 hope 1 am thankful to my Maker for his many
manifestations of kindness to us. 1 do hope your health will soon be restored
again. There 48 genernally a great deal of sickness through this country. My dear
sisten T must waite o you about my visdit.

I went down Last Thursday morning, got off at Davisboro, Mr. Bob Parken
met me at the depot-, cawiied me out to Mr. Parkerns, two mifes the othen side of
Louisville., that night 1 attended an exibition in Louwisville, and on friday Zhey
had a splendid , and a Literany address at 40'clock P.M. by the Rev.
Dn. Right of Augusta, friday night 1 was at anothern exibition there was a great
many persons there., 1 enjoyed myseld verny much €L Sunday, 1 commenced taking a
very bad cold (which was caused from getting 40 warm friday night in the court house,
and then going out in the cool ain. A veny nice young man brought me to to the
station yeatenday. his name is Mr. Gobernt., 1 met up with some of our Palmer hin
folks while 1 was gone. 2zhey all claimed hin with me. 1 formed the acquaintance of
a great many young persons., Mr. Parnkern has a splendid crop, has 200 acres in
cotton, and 200 Ain corn,

There 45 fo be a maniage in the neighborhood soon. Mr, MilLer and Mrs. Emily
Casin are to be manrnied in the moaning., We are all invited to dine with him
tomorrow. Mr Millen had an idea of coming to see me awhife, but I did no%
entertain that idea s0 well.

1 have had several opportunities of maryding this yearn, but I have not accepted of
any proposal yet. 1 don't want people think 1 am Zoo choice. 1 dont think I am

flattening myself, when 1 say I have a good many admirens.

Mi. Lawson has a very {ull schook now, Nannie got a prize Last tewm fon good
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Sprning Creek, Texas
Septemben 3nd 1867

en,
ote o you Last 1 have witnessed a senious time in my Litile
wrole to Pa Last William was quite sick, and he grew worse

I had %o send for a doctorn, he came and pronouned him in a
ton, Sald he had a severe attack of billious fever and
he bowels. he is slowly improving but is in a crniticle

never sawany one reduced 50 fast before from sickness. My
t 48 all T can do fo be up enough to attend to William.
nly the sickliest place in the world, There is not a family
§ them are all sick. You know nothing about sickness there
LLs in Georgdia s the best place T ever saw. people can
wene and have good health too, and £ive much bettern than any
things are of cheapen therne than here. genenaly speaking.
they dont know how zthe people in the olfd states Live, the

sel in hene now; there will soon be enough of mud & watern here.
acknowlege 1 was a Little surprised when 1 recieved your Letten
at, Hawnis Fishen one of our old playmates had taken such a

Lo you marying him you are your best judge. Hawis s0 far as
Ahy of you as any one, As fo his deformity that would have nothing
gjuturne happiness provided he would Live upright treat you

a kind husband, that is where happiness consits in a mwuried
eauty non riches that constitute th_e happiness we see henre,
take a notion to get mawuviied justif you please wait until 1 get
winess to the cenimony.
A to us T hope we will be back there by the same time we Left
nt think this pontion of the world agrees with me. Oh what a
Cwill be Zo me to meet you all again and get where 1 can feel
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.. Sept. 22, 1867

‘on,

leavon this Lovely Sabbath morning to respond fo your very kind

‘e Lettens dated 25th Aug. and 3nd of Sept. which 1 recedved a

Indeed your Long sikence had caused me much uneasiness, On! my

how Lt grnieves me to hearn of your suffering 50 much, from the hand

Oh! 4§ T could only bearn your affliction I would do it cheenfully.

ds to heaven daily fon the preservation of your Life. 0 will the

answen phrayen!

ny good now. I have not had a spell of fever this year. 1 hope I

my maken forn his many manifestations of goodness to us. There has

al of sickness this year in Sandersville and other parnts of this

04 a great deal of sickness and have heard of several deaths, The

déed very Auddenly a few weeks ago.

aching anywhere about here ftoday. 1 attended the meetings at the

Last Saturday and Sunday, and did not get home £ilL monday evening

Luken stayed with me all Last week. She (s the same old Jennie yet.

Ly see you this morning 1 could Lell you of a great many things

oo tedious to wnite. God grant that we may be permited to meet again in

Cife is s0 uncentain and death is sure, then my dearn sister Lekt

fon that solumn hour which awaits us all. My -é*{hxt/punpOAe A8

n Life, it has always been my wish o live as T would wish to die.

n Af Lt should be oun sad fate never to meet

1 better and ~ _ wontd that this.

Wose these sad thoughts Less T weany“you. 1 am very Lonesome
today, but expecting H M. Zo call on me this evening. 1 thank you for your good
advice given to me in yourn Last Letter in nefference to getting married. 1 hope
you will be here to witness the ceremony, it is neponted most everny where T
believe that T am Lo be marwried soomn. but T dont think it will be as s00n as some

expect Lft.



























FaTkner, Miss.
May 24/98

V. Barksdale
2, Ga

:ce- ;

irs dated some months ago was recdthankfu11y and'read with interest and
-1 feel much gratified in receiving your portrait- am glad to see that
» nice, promising pretty children,--Bessie, and the other young lady

ir sons are good looking--healthful young people. Your likeness is not
pected it to be-thought you favored your mother- not so, your favor
John, who died in the army in 1862 or 63 - I felt sadly distressed at
at these phtographs-which recalled the memory of departed relatives

ce departed-whose memory I fondly cherish-

m lost in wonder and amazement, that God, in his mercy and providence
ong spared my life-has certainly taken special care of me, in peace
ar-has blessed me in my old age with peace and health,-has blessed me
ce-"My Peace" which the world can neither give nor take away.

ike the Atlanta Constitution, from which I Tearn that thousands of

are, ha$ recently been gathered the army-soldiers ready to die if

/, in defense of our common country-to punish the weakness - the

/ of the Spaniards in blowing up the .Maine. - to punish them for the
ppression, and stravation they have inflicted upon the cubans-

, sad indeed is this war- a caiamity to our people- a war if prolonged

. millions of dollers, and thousandsof 1ives of the best men in America-
of retribtion has come upon Spain-her 400 years of tyranny, of

» I hope will soon cease- tha& they will relinquish all her interest in
rn hemisphere and Cuban independence established so Law in Order an

S, never to be shaken-she is emphatically, the "Gem" island of the sea-

ent to the army in 62 I think I know something of the hardship and

incident to army 1ife-






ome on my little farm - Working some 1little - land rented out! Had
1 recent]y—

1 good-My wife not improving-

) grandchildren- 3 - of them boys- The oldest girl "Amanda"

rour mother.

1es &C
D.R. Childers
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Falkner, Miss-
Jan 38th/99

V. Barksdale-
2, Geo
ace-
ir very kind Tetter, of the 23rd inst. was recd yesterday- and was read
th pleasure and interest.
/as glad, indeed to hear from you-from your family-especially glad to
ym your honored father-Glad to hear that he continues in his age to
rasonably good health-certainly his mental faculties so well.
' the Good Lord, in His Great Mercy grant and continue to him "His
and commissions of his Holy Spirit" to gladen his heart while lingering
wilight of Tlife- in nearing the city-the home prepared for those that
‘ept) His commandments- May the hands of age bear 1lightly on him!!-
i asked if "in 50 or 51, I did not visit your fathers family- said your
then Tiving in Coweta. - County, - He Tlived near Corinth, in Heard County-
‘emembered you-your sister Mary and the family-remembered the care which
watched you and your little sister Mary- then small Girls- I hoped,
, that when death had deprived you of the love and training of yoﬁr
mother, my sister) - Your stepmother, with your father's aid and council
ise you up to womanhood and teach you to walk in His fear-that your days
ong on earth-What changes in my 1ife have taken place since I saw you-

. ter, Mary-your "pa" and the family!! - I have been in War in battle- in

danger by land and by water- Amid them all that kind, favoring Providence has

sheltered and covered my head from the storm- and now in my old age. blessing me
with health-with that "Grace. which he alone can give"-with the Peace that the
world can not give= Be thankful my soul!!

My wife has Rheumatism, neuralgia - and other diseases. Health not improving-
We celebrated the 45th year of our marriage the 12th January last,

I have but one child, my daughter Martha, now 1iving- We have 10 grandchildren

1iving-They are promising children-the oldest is 21 years old-the next 19-down to ]






3/14 -15
Falkner, Miss
Tappan County

rtha V. Barksdale
Ga

ace-

ir lTetter of the 9th January last was r‘ecd in due time - I thank you

* the kind senfiments you - They recall many incidents of my
wyhood-particular Elbert County- Ga.-when it was my pleasure-my joy to
';é¥g¥gr-your mother- and receive my instructions in morals-in religion-
r honored father-Those days are gone,'the memory of which will go with
grave--what changes have taken place!! all my people dead-gone and

lone of the 5 boys and 1 girl (your mother)-The Good Lord in his mercy

fit to spare me till I am nearly 77 years old-has shielded and protected

ttle on the land-in time of pestilence-How Thankful should I be.

>uld have written to you long ago-but I had a very long serious attack of
1 and GE_P\euﬂufrom which I came very nearly dying. Im not yet well - but
] my strength slowly.

tifes health not improving-. She has Catarrh--Rheumatism- Erceypelas

‘e tried the treatment of nearly all the doctors in this Co-in New.York,

» and Atlanta-, No Good,- The loss of "Seeing” is indeed a calamity to

has been sorely afflicted for many years- walks, but difficult.
pleased to hear that your father is still living--What pleasure it would
e w we to see him-to talk with him as I did (57) years ago- I shall cherish
his memory- My prayer is that the hand of affirmity many not press him that he
may long Tinger in the twilight of a well spent 1ife-that has long days-May he be
blest-that God will continue his blessings to him that he will eventually reach

that happy place prepared for His People Where No Sorrows-No Couds arise But all is

of Peace- Where the weary rest-eternally-

One Eternal Day of J;Oté.- of

In Tooking at the pictures of your children, I am impressed with the e

- you should feel proud of them-Sally May- Blooming, intelligent. You
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Sunday April 21st 1907
Falkner, Miss-

artha V. Barksdale
ah, Georgia-

iece,-

ours of recent date was recd recently-and read with pleasure-indeed,

glad to hear from'you-that you and the family were well-Hope you will

1-

e have nothing of importance going on here except the "Farmers

which seems to be spreading all over the south.-good thing for farmers. I reckon.
nder the managemtnt of capitalist, are seeing a hard times- They are the

e of this government, in Peace and in war- My mind is sad in memory of
1ther and mother whose kindness to me in the days of my early childhood and
inhood I shall fondly cherish- many Tong weary years have passed since [
am- years of war, of strife and turmecil-of dangers, and hardships I endured

1e mercy of Him, His protecting Providence on the Land and on the Seas- I am

write

ed now in my 81st year you which I do without*speckst Religion at a

) - in this country - nearly nothing doing on farms- very little planted
:h rain-

suppose you are satisfied in Tiving in Savannah-the oldest city in GA
¢ Place - Patriotic People!!--

11y May, your daughter) yet Tiving in Washington County- Is your other
r Tiving or is she dead?-

am 1iving with my widowed daughter Mrs. Martha C. Powell-whose husband
out 2 years ago-She has 6 children; 4 of them grown girls-Tiving on the
he is doing well-has a good home- good land. paid for-.

am troubled much with my feet frost bittenin prison,corns.on them from

g- can scarcely walk- My grandson, Allan Powell, Tives ciose to me-He is

man-doing well. I seldom leave home spend my time on the farm

ing - Present me kindly to your husband, and to all the family - Would

to hear from you - My Tove - Best wishes &c

L D.R.Childers.
me for not writing sooner. Will do better next time.-No fruit in this county.
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