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123 June 2011 the Central Bank of Malta hosted a high level symposium
( n Valletta on the occasion of the launch of the first in a series of five
€2 coins commemorating landmarks in Maltese constitutional history.

The speakers comprised Chief Justice Emeritus John J. Cremona,
who had drafted the Malta Independence constitution of 1964, and
President Emeritus Dr Ugo Mifsud Bonnici, who played a pivotal role in
the negotiations to modify this constitution essentially by changing its
model from that of a Constitutional Monarchy to one of a Republic in
1974. Both these distinguished panellists, therefore, spoke to a large extent
from direct personal experience. The two other speakers were necessarily
more academic in their presentations because they very validly discussed
earlier constitutions, well beyond living memory. Dr Sergio Portelli, a
university lecturer who holds a doctorate in Italian, spoke about the 1849
constitution, its Risorgimento associations and its aftermath, drawing
to some extent on his doctoral thesis on a history of Italian language
journalism in Malta. Dr Albert Ganado, a former president of the Malta
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course of time, inevitably, further changes would be enacted even to the
electoral system. The point was that, come Independence, Malta could
take greater charge of its destiny, as it did, notwithstanding mutually
agreed treaties and arrangements with Britain and other countries to its
North and its South.

What this Central Bank of Malta initiative does is extend the minting
of coins from simply the sphere of numismatics to a more generally
instructive one as a yardstick depicting aspects of national development.
Money becomes not simply legal tender as a means of purchase and
exchange, but a living lesson artistically portraying and divulgating our
own history. It was particularly satisfying to see that the entire symposium
was recorded, filmed and twice broadcast by a national TV station,
Education 22, thereby reaching a mass audience.
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