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Madeline Manning Mims (born February 11, 1948, in Cleveland, Ohio) , a Tigerbelle from 1968 

to 1972, is the only American woman to win the Olympic 800 meter run, which she did in 1968. 

She also won a silver medal as part of the 4 x 400 meter relay team in the 1972 Olympics1, and 

she competed in the 1976 Olympic Games. Although the United States did not compete in the 

1980 Olympic Games, the thirty-two-year-old Mims was named to the team after winning the 

800 meters, in the then second-fastest time (to her own record, set in 1976) by an American 

woman, at the 1980 Olympic trials2. She was the top-ranked 800/880 runner in the world on 

three occasions3, and she is considered the second-best American (on points) ever to compete in 

that event. 4  

Mims is credited with dispelling the idea that women, particularly women of color, are not suited 

to running longer distances, which the 800 meters was considered at the time. 

Mims experienced a near-fatal bout of spinal meningitis at the age of three, and her poor health 

continued for much of her childhood. 5 Sports, however, made her feel stronger, so she worked 

hard at basketball, volleyball, and track.  She thought track could offer the most opportunities, so 

she joined Ed Temple’s Tigerbelles.  While she was at TSU, she won one of her six total national 

championships in the outdoor 800 meters/880 yards6. Manning Mims also won the indoor 

800/880 title four times7. 

Manning Mims (who was also known as Madeline Jackson) retired from competition in 19818.  

She was inducted into the National Track and Field Hall of Fame in 1984. She has continued her 

involvement in the Olympic movement by serving as a chaplain: the 2016 Rio Olympics was her 

eighth in that role9; she has also recorded as a gospel singer and has been a highly-regarded 

motivational speaker. 
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