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The first Fukuoka University student to make the Olympians
Noboru Okamoto’s competition record
— Verification from Yomidas Rekishikan (Yomiuri Shimbun Article Search) —

Tetsuji KAKIYAMA "

Abstract

Noboru Okamoto is the first Fukuoka University graduate to have participated in the
Olympic Games hammer throw event. In 1957, in his third year at Fukuoka University School
of Commerce he took first place with his result of 54 meters 97 at the All Japan Athletics
Championships. Moreover, during his 4th year at Fukuoka University, he finished with 58 meters
85 in the Kyushu student athletics event, setting a new record for Japan. In addition, he managed
a record of 60.0 meters, which no Japanese had done before.

After graduating from Fukuoka University, he was hired by Asahi Kasei, and from the 1959
season onwards, he showed himself to be a leader in the field, extending the Japanese hammer
throw record to 64 meters 02, and placing 13th with 60 meters 08 in the 1960 Rome-Olympic
Games finals. After that, in 1961, he broke the Japanese record with his 66 meters 48, won the
All-England Athletics Championships in 1962 and took the gold medal at the Asian Games held
in Jakarta the same year with a new record for the tournament. At the Tokyo Olympic Games in
1964, he was eliminated during the qualifying event with his result of 61 meters 51 but would
later taste victory in the Gifu nationals in 1965 with his 62 meters 34.

He also won the Japan Championships four times and the Kokutai (National Sports Festival)
six times over a period of about 8 years, thus making a name for Japan in hammer throwing.
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