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The Homestead Strike of 1892 is one of the most important
moments in American labor history, highlighting the need for

Carnegie Steel Company and Wage Cuts
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presented a new contract with lowered wages. e
 Failed negotiations with the AAISW led to a series of
uprisings, leading to Frick’s decision to lockdown the mills.
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OF JOHN T. McCURRY, TAKEN BEFORE CORONER HEBER McDOWELL, AT

Above: A telegram sent by Carnegie to
Frick on July 7th, 1892, in which he was
willing to “let grass grow over works”
than continue to employ the strikers.
Private exchanges between Andrew
. . Carnegie and Henry Clay Frick often : |
Homestead. Violence broke out and Pinkertons surrendered ot revealed they were not willing to
negotiate wage cuts with the union

from the very start.
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Above: One of many competitor wage
comparisons by William Martin, the
Chief of the Bureau of Labor at the
Homestead Mills. His elaborate

JOHN T. McCURRY, being duly sworn by the Coroner, testified

as follows in answer to questions by the Coroner:
I board at 141 James Street. I was formerly connected with

the Police Department in the City of Allegheny for about

compilations of wage and steel
outputs helped Carnegie Steel execute
wage cuts.

Smithfield Street. He said, "Are you doing anything, John?"®

Right: Court testimony of John T.
McCurry, who described being
scouted and the chaos during the
strike. He recalls being shocked
when a man shoved a weapon
into his arms after shots were
fired. He and many others were
unaware of the possibilities of
violence and gun usage.

to the strikers.
* Pennsylvania State militia arrives on July 12t. Operations at
the mills resume and the labor conflicts disperse.

I said "Nothing, only down at the ball games; I turn the
tables there." "Well", he said, I have got a good job for
you, and I will give you three dollars a day and your board;
but I aint at liberty to tell you where I am going.' I said
*RA] ¥ight." 'S0 1 seen him again, and he told me to get some
men for him if I could, and I got one. He wanted me to go to

work on the 1st. I said "Captain, I can't do it. I promised

Economic Motives of the Strikers

Left: The cover of a newspaper
from July 16, 1892, depicting
wounded Pinkertons surrendering
to the angry strikers. Media

to g0 down to the ball game and stay there, and I am going

to stay with Al. Scandrett.' I said "I will be ready to work

for you on Tuesday." He said "All right", so I got my sat-
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Archives Used: Allegheny County, Pa. Coroner's Office
Records, Henry Clay Frick Business Records, and William
Martin Papers.

economic incentives rather than of
power struggles, since strikers’ wives
and their children were also
participants in the violent strike.

Above: Excerpt from a letter from John
Miller to William Martin, asking for his
and his son’s job back, despite
involvement in the strike.




