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COMMUNIST CHINA'S
ADVANCED WEAPONS
PROGRAM

THE PROBLEM

To assess the current state of Communist China’s nuclear weapons
and missile program and, insofar as possible, estimate the future course
and size of that program.

NOTE

Although we have obtained a considerable amount of new infor-
mation in the past year or so, there remain serious gaps in our in-
formation and we are therefore not able to judge the present state
or to project the future development of the Chinese program with any
high degree of confidence. The specific judgments in this paper
should be read in the light of this general caution.

CONCLUSIONS

A. Communist China’s first nuclear test on 16 October 1964 was
of an implosion fission device with U-235 as the fissionable material
and a probable yield of 19 kilotons (KT). We cannot estimate with
confidence its weight or dimensions but believe it was relatively large
and heavy. The most likely source of the U-235 was uranium first
brought to partial enrichment in the ¢ gaseous diffusion facility at Lan-
chou and then further enriched by the electromagnetic process. We
cannot, however, rule out the possﬂ)lhty that the U-235 was of Soviet or
other non-Chinese origin though we believe this to be highly unlikely.

B. Although we have no good basis for estimating the current level
of production of fissionable material, we believe that the Chinese will
have enough material during the next two years to conduct a test
program, with enough left over to stockpile at least a few bombs. The
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Chinese could now build bombs based on the results of their first
test which could be carried by their two TU-16 medium jet bombers
or their 12 or so TU-4s.

C. The evidence leads us to estimate that the Chinese Communists
are developing a medium-range ballistic missile (MRBM). We be-
lieve this system is essentially a Soviet design, probably the SS-4,
perhaps with some Chinese modifications. It is possible that the
Chinese could have a few MRBMs ready for deployment with com-
patible fission warheads in 1967 or 1968. A weapon in bomb con-
figuration could be available somewhat earlier and could be delivered
by the Chinese air force’s light jet I1.-28 bombers of which they have
about 290.

D. The Chinese have a submarine closely similar in outward ap-
pearance to the Soviet G-class submarine which is designed to launch
350 n.m. ballistic missiles while surfaced. We do not know whether
the Chinese built this submarine or assembled components supplied
by the USSR, or what missile they expect to put in it. We have no
evidence that the Chinese are constructing any more of this type sub-
marine and it would be at least several years before any units could
be operational with Chinese-produced missiles. :

E. The Soviets provided the Chinese with some surface-to-air mis-
siles (SAMs) by mid-1960. We have no evidence to confirm or deny
that the Soviets have furnished any more since then and we do not know
how many such missiles are now in China. The Chinese have a urgent
requirement for SAMs and we believe are working hard on a pr()duc:tion
program. There are indications that the Chinese are now producing
some kind of surface-to-air missile, either Soviet-type SAMs or proto-
types of a Chinese version. The evidence is not sufficient to permit a
firm judgment but we think it highly unlikely that either will be pro-
duced on a large scale for two or three years.

K. Itis unlikely that the Chinese will (levc]up a deliverable thermo-
nuclear weapon for several years, and there is little chance of an inter-
continental capabi]ity until after 1970.
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