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ABSTRACT

This study sought to determine ways effective mublipport could be harnessed for community-poligiraect
in order to assist the police to maintain secuaitgd work harmoniously with the public. Specificalitysought to find out
the extent the public is aware of the existencecahmunity policing security project, its perceiveffectiveness,
possible challenges and likely support it requicefunction as well as the envisaged implicatiamsrfational security in
Nigeria. A sample of 1000 Adult citizens drawn frékhia, Anambra, Enugu and Imo States in south Hagtria using
stratified and purposive sampling techniques wesedufor the study. Data was collected with the oa 25-item
Questionnaire titled. “Questionnaire on buildinfgefive support for community-policing for Natiorsgcurity in Nigeria”
(QBESCIN). This was complemented with focus grougruksion sessions with police officers in the celd states.
The instrument was validated by experts and apatgly tested for reliability. Percentages were ygd in analyzing
data. Findings among other things revealed thabritajof the respondents are to a large extent awéthe existence of
community-policing project even though certain mth challenges such as resistance to change, ldck o
information/publicity, poor public-police relatioredc seem to confront its viability. Correspondindt was unanimously
agreed by respondents that community policing neéederal, financial, motivational and enlightenmsopport to work
effectively. The implications for national securityere identified in form of the need for betteripelpublic relations,
public mobilization and participation etc which adeemed strategic for effective performance of paice.
These findings and implications were discussedagtopriate recommendations made on how communifgipg could

be used to support police operational effectivemessuth-east Nigeria.
KEYWORDS: Building Support, Police, Policing, Community, Ritig, Security
INTRODUCTION

Crimes and general insecurity seem to be on ttrease in Nigeria in recent times notwithstandhngy¢oncerted
efforts of various security agencies especially pbéce in ensuring peace and security of life andperty. The rising
trend of insecurity is largely reflected in the rieasing incidents of armed robbery, kidnapping, &ontrafficking,
assassinations, terrorism, militancy etc in varipads of the country (Osakwe, 2009). Insecuritthaiit doubt is one of
the major problems confronting Nigeria especiafiythie last ten years. This situation is very waoimig considering the
basic responsibility of government and state tediand property of Nigerians as reflected in th@918onstitution
(Federal Republic of Nigeria, 2011). In 2009, Nigewas listed among the 15 most vulnerable nationthe world
(Sunday Nation, 2009; Ocholi, 2009). This positidd not only corroborate the internal security afton, but also
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confirmed the increasing loss of capacity by repegovernments to perform basic security and igwaental functions
despite repeated claims of huge budgetary allatadiod expenditure on security of lives and propéxjoku, 2012;
Newswatch, 2010).

According to Nnoli (2006: p 11) national securfig a cherished value associated with the physiedity of
individuals, group or nation States together witkimilar safety of their other most cherished valu&hus, security
connotes freedom from threats, anxiety or dangecufity is therefore a value associated with canrfi in physical
safety and other most cherished values (p11). §gaan be in short or long terms depending ondherall national
objectives of a State and other related contingsndtatutorily, it is the basic responsibilitythé state through various
government security agencies such as the poliate security services, the Armed forces etc to tamrdaw and order
and protect lives and property. Within the contek@a civil environment, the role of the police iraimtaining security

cannot be over-emphasized.

The police no doubt is the most statutory or dartgtnal body/organ responsible for the presepratf law and
order as well as the protection of the individual dause of the exercise of his/her legal rightshiwitthe society
(Imobighe, 2003: p 78). Similarly, the relevanttgats of the amended 1999 constitution statestttgapolice among other
law enforcement agencies is vested with the funstiof security of public safety and public ordethivi the state of
Nigeria (Federal Republic of Nigeria 2011: p 140).

Based on the foregoing, the statutory functionthefpolice are the:
* Prevention and dictation of crime;
» Apprehension of offenders;
» Protection of life and properly;
» Maintenance of public order and safely.
« Enfacement of all law and regulation; and

» Performance of such military duties within and aésNigeria as may be required of them (FederaluRkp of

Nigeria chapter (154, section 4).

Without doubt, security is a crucial matter whiobquires co-operation and collaboration of all tegic
stakeholders such as government, security agenegigidual citizens of the community or publiclatge. Indeed, of all
the stakeholders, the community or public is thestheoucial to effective security. This is becaustheut the co-operation
of the community or public the police may be unablgerform optimally. This calls for police-comnitynapproach in
crime detection and prevention. This co-operat®ondcessary because criminals are primarily mendfe¢te community
and if detected early could be prevented from dpegaThus, this approach ensures that memberseo€dmmunity are
educated on the need to provide information topblkice about crimes and criminals and how to cdntiae police in

emergency situations. (Njoku, 2012). This reinfertiee need for community-policing.

The term community within the context of this stud defined as “all the people or a group of pedpling
within a specific geographical area such as agealla@own, city, neighbourhood or state (Apeh, 2006t). It is also

conceived in two related senses, namely socialgaodraphical units, which further presuppose thahgeople referred
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to as community are not only located within a dedfirgeographical territory but also closely joinedether in terms of
feelings of members and other community sharedréequees (Omoruyi, 2001)/ Community-policing is tbfare a kind of
co-operation between the community and the policehecking crimes and ensuring the general secofitgitizens
(community). Policing is a people-driven securitsggagement which ensures that members of the coiityrane active in

securing their lives, property and the protectibthe totality of their environment (Aremu, 2009).

As rightly observed by Zumve (2012: p 132) “paligiis a universal requirement of any social ordeicty may
be carried out by a variety of different procesard institutional arrangements”. Within the tratitil African society,
policing was the responsibility of all bonafide &dmembers of the community. In essence, polici@m obligatory
collaborative endeavour between the people (comiyjuand the police. Community policing is theref@echored on
reciprocal relationship between the police and:eits. This position is now increasingly supportgdhe global practice
which favours a shift from traditional policing tmmmunity policing. Accordingly, community-policirig a philosophy
and practice which have some reform implicationstfe Nigerian police (Okiro, 2007). Thus, from Hign police
perspective, Community-policing should promote gnity, professionalism, cooperation and commitmediich are
aimed at achieving “quality service delivery, peliand community empowerment, accountability, pnobsolving and
partnership” (Nigerian Police Force, 2007: p5). 3hevalues are also in agreement with the five adeeents of
Community policing in south Africa namely servicgemtation (provision of a professional policing\dees responsive to
community needs); partnership (facilitation of quecative consultative process, problem-solvingobpgm-solving
(joint identification and analysis of the causesoifme and conflicts with corresponding innovatreenedial measures);
empowerment (creation of joint responsibility arapacity to address crime), accountability (cultofeccountability to

address community needs and concern) (RepublicuthsAfrica, 1993).
Theoretical Framework and Review of Related Literatire

Some relevant theories are reviewed to situatectimeept of community-policing in very clear persjpees.
These are structural conflict theory, and the $tmat differentiation theory. The major proponefitconflict theory is
karl marx cited in Weber, (1968). According to hifmanges are generated on the basis of “contrad&tiof the social
system which stem from the social relations of ptithn or the economic base of the society. Martkisbrists therefore
argue that the main cause of social innovatioraisscstruggle particularly between the working lgsoletariats) and the
ruling class (bourgeoisis). Inevitably, the totalitf these relations (struggles and conflicts) titute the economic
structure of the society which further determine thharacter of the political, legal, cultural aredigions relations and
institution of the society” (Akuul, 2011: p 17). Wireference to this study, the theory suggests ttie problems of
security and general law and order are mere réflextof the nature of the inherent economic systena society
especially the dominant interest that drives thtainemy. This theory perceive social problems suslpalitical and
economic injustice, inequity, poverty, exploitatiomarginalization etc as veritable sources of donflt argues that
conflicts occur largely because of the exploitativel unjust nature of man. To the Marxists, theécpak not necessarily
created to serve the “society” or the “people” theé dominant economic interest of a powerful mitydri(Institute of
labour and Economic crisis, 1982: p 12). This posiportrays the police as a repressive force whitessitated the idea

of using community policing to promote ideal Poli€emmunity relations.

The theory of structural differentiation origindtby Spencer and Durkheim and further developeRdrgons and

Peil (1976) holds that institutional changes leadpecialized differentiations and specializatiérfumctions which are
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vital to the overall effectiveness of different asfs of the society. Thus, with reference to thislyg policing constitutes,
part of the measures and actions taken by the tgatieregulate societal relations and conformityntrms and values
(Reiner, 2000).

In Nigeria, the police force is facing many chafies ranging from negative public image, corruptilmw
morale, lack of equipment/facilities to rapidly clgging social values which tend to encourage ineréascrime rates
(Aremu, 2009; Effiong, 2004). These factors showt tthe police in Nigeria is working in a very harahd hostile
environment which is inimical to effective securdflives and property, (Guardian, 2009). This ttré&nequally worsened
by the high rate of ignorance many Nigerians exhuhibasic security issues Akintunde (2009). Thus,argued that with
the support of community-policing citizens will B¢e some necessary security trainings and in toeegs ensure
effective community participation in security (SaydNation, 2009). Community-policing is critical &ffective security
and political participation in a democracy. Thiségident in USA, Britain and South Africa where pration of
community-policing assisted tremendously in craationsciousness and awareness among members pblibe force
especially in public relations. Indeed, Police-paibélations in Nigeria has been very poor and gnvisaged in this study

that effective community-policing can improve tligation.

The current bad public image of the police astlygbbserved by Akintunde (2009) could be attrilbute the
engagement of some of the officers and men of dneefin extra-judicial killing of innocent and dafeless citizens,
corrupt practices and even connivance with crinsic@ainst citizens they are expected to proteds. Sthate of affair could
further be attributed to the colonial origin of tlerce which made it para-military in nature angressive in character.
It has over the years become an oppressive insturnsed by the state to promote certain selfiskerésts
(Imobighe, 2003).

Another issue which probably necessitated the rfeegolicing is the manpower need of the policecé&
The shortage is largely in terms of number andityualhus, given the country’s’ rapid populatiorrpgith and the slow
rate of recruitment into the force, Nigeria, seenbé grossly under policed. This situation is farthggravated by the
regular use of the police for other duties othanthcombating crime, law enforcement and mainteeasfcpublic order’
(Imobigbe, 2005: p84).

Crime statistics in Nigeria indicate a very highnd of general insecurity (clean 2012, Nigeriaficgoforce
2007). For instance, states such as Kaduna, KammmuB Anambra, Abia, Imo have withessed upsurgerime rates due
to high incidents of armed robbery, kidnapping dadorism occasioned by Boko Haram insurgency (QUB2308:
Abimboye and Adzegeh, 2009). The upsurge in crengot only an indication of general insecurity blso a fundamental
problem of ineffective policing. This situation hagther encouraged some states to establish $psmiarity squads
known as “vigilante” groups to perform police fuiocts. These security outfits which are known foeithindigenous
social control systems include the Odua’ peoplegoess (OPC) of the Yoruba, Hisha of the Hausarfri@ad Bakassi’
Boys of the Igbo states of Abia, Anambra, Ebonyiugu and Imo respectively where crimes such asakipgimg, armed
robbery assassinations are rampant (Zumve, 20h2seloutfits were popularly known for summary exieouof suspects

without recourse to the police and the judiciateys(Mbagwu, 2000).

It was in a bid to strengthen the operations ef¢houtfits that the Federal government approvedmamity
policing which is to encourage strategic partngrahetween the police and members of the commubpitgieal with

upsurge of crimes and other related activitieswds introduced on pilot basis in 18 states namelygid, Anambra,
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Imo, Benue, Kogi, Kano, Kaduna, Jigawa, Bauchi,si¢at, Bornu, Lagos, Ogun, Ondo, Cross River, Oyy &nd the
Federal Capital territory (FCT) (DFIH, 2010). Thitudy sought to find out ways the needed supparkdcbe harnessed
for community policing especially against some fldeschallenges or burdens and the likely implioasi the project

could have on national security in Nigeria.
Statement of the Problem

Recent trend of insecurity in Nigeria especiallytire South East states where crimes such as kigwapp
armed robbery, cultism and other related fraudufmaictices are on the increase constitute a sowasfy to major
stakeholders and the public at large. This sitmaisofurther aggravated by the increasing inabitifysecurity agencies

especially the police to protect life and property.

This apparent state of insecurity as reiteratemv@lzonstitutes a major concern to all stakeholdspecially the
government. This trend is alarmingly so becaugd®increasing inability of the police to effectigeontrol crimes due to
some inherent challenges in the system. Basidaltyrole of the police on security has become duesbly contradictory
because of its poor relationship with the publicttee communities it purports to serve. Thus, maommunities have
resorted to self-help through the establishmenigifante security outfits whose operational motsedated the police and
violated legal precedents. However, in recognitdmhe statutory role of the police in ensuringwséy and based on the
need to improve police-community relations, thepgup for community-policing became imperative andtifiable too.
Thus, the problem of this study posed in questamfis how do we build support for community-paligiin Nigeria and

what are the specific challenges to these envisagpport as well as implications for national ségun Nigeria?
Research Questions
The following Research Question guided the study:

* To what extent are members of the public awaréeeiistence of community policing?

e To what extent do members of the public perceivaroanity-policing as a functional security project?

* What are the challenges that undermine effectivensonity- policing efforts in Nigeria?

* In what ways can effective support be built for conmity-policing in Nigeria?

* What are the implications of effective communitylip@g on national security in Nigeria?
METHODOLOGY

The study adopted a descriptive survey desigintb dut ways of building support for community-pitig; the
inherent challenges to these efforts and the irapéias for national security in Nigeria. This desig deemed appropriate
for studies that utilize representative sample ¢éneagalize research findings (Nworgu, 2006). A samgfl 1000 adult
members of the public drawn from Abia, Anambra, ginand Imo States of south-east, Nigeria (whereetheexisting
pilot community-policing projects) were used foetbtudy. The population of these states based®i382 population

census was 10, 754977 (National Population Comanis4i994).

Two major instruments namely 25-item Questionndited “Questionnaire on public support for comrityn

policing in Nigeria “(QPSCPIN) and Focus group Dission (FGD) were used to collect data. The quaséive consists
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of two sections namely A and B. Section A contanfsrmation on demographic profiles of respondenitile section B
which was organized into clusters dealt with infation on public perception of the extent of existenof
community-policing as a legal security project, ldrages to its effective operations, strategiesbfioitding support for it
and the implications for national security in Nigerespectively. In addition, the second instrumEntus Group
Discussion was used to facilitate discussion onctiedlenges facing community policing as well asiiplications on
national security with selected sample of men ofjgda police from Abia, Anambra, Enugu and Imo &tat
The Questionnaire was validated by experts to engrgcision, appropriateness and relevance of itéins reliability of
the instrument was established using cronbach althea sample different from that of the studyvalue of 0.81 for

general reliability was obtained while the varialissters yielded 0.79, 0.77: 75 and 0.78 respdgtive

The instrument was administered on the respondevite the assistance of four trained researchstmssie
assigned to each of the four states of Abia, Ananibrugu and Imo, respectively. The Focus Groupudison was held
with sampled police officers from the four statesd period of one month. Data collection phasé witestionnaire lasted
for two weeks. Quantitative data were analysed withuse of percentages while information from F@&e analyzed

qualitatively.
Results or Findings
Findings or results are presented in tables bblased on the relevant research questions.

Research question I. To what extent are membetsegbublic aware of the existence of communityigiog as a

relevant security project?

Table 1: Extent of Awareness of the Existence of Blic Community Policing as a Relevant Security Pract

SIN Statements N % S Deviation

Community policing is a very popular

security watch in my neighbourhood.

My community has good working

relations with the police.

Members of my community belong to

3. | neighbourhood watch supervised by thg 1000 | 2.9511 0.91815

police.

Payment of security levy is compulsory

for all adult members of my community

Representatives of my community

5. | neighbourhood watch group attend 1000 | 3.2003 0.69631

monthly police briefing on security.
Total 1000 | 2.8839| 0.72698

1. 1000 | 3.0302 0.82611

1000 | 2.6354 0.94143

1000 | 2.6027 0.87959

The result in table 1 show that items 1 and 5 rhadn values of 3.03 and 3.20 while items 2, 3 ahddimean
values of 2.64, 2.95 and 2.60 respectively. Thealvmean response was 2.88 which seemed higheitligacriteria mean
value of 2.50. These indicate that members of th#ipare to a large extent aware of the existeriammmunity policing

as a relevant security project.

Question Two: To what extent do members of the public percemmraunity-policing as a functional security

project?
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Table 2: Extent the Public Perceive Community Poling as Relevant Security Project

~ S
S/IN Statements N X Deviation
1 Cc_>m.mun|ty. p.o_l|cy helps to discourage 1000|  3.1200 0.67090
criminal activities.
5 Community policing helps to improve 1000|  1.4300 0.97706

security consciousness of the public.
Co-operation of members of the
3. | community with the police helps to 1000| 1.0400 0.77746
prevent crime easily.
Law and order can be easily
maintained when there is joint
community-police efforts/partnership
in fighting crimes.
Community-policing encourages activye
5. | participation of members of the publi¢c 1000 .5622 0.96735
in security matters.
Total 1000| 2.0931 | 0.81842

1000| 2.2931 0.69931

The result in table 2 indicate that items 7, 8 &rtthd mean values, of 1.43, 1.04 and 2.29 wtelmst6 and 10
had mean values of 3.12 and 2.56 respectively.ovBeall mean response was 2.09 which appear |dveer the criterion
mean value of 2.50. This suggests that despitdatttethat some members of the public agree thatmmamity policing
could help to discourage criminal activities (3.1)d promote active participation of citizens, (RB6ey appear not

persuaded to see it yet as fully functional.
Question Three:What are the challenges that undermine effectiveraunity policing efforts in Nigeria?

Table 3: Challenges Facing Effective Community —Pading

SIN Statements N x S Deviation

Lack of trust between the police and
1. | the public affect the effectiveness of | 1000 | 2.9207 0.86020
community-policing

Poor public image of the police affect
2. | the smooth operations of community-| 1000 | 3.0221 0.71822
policing.

Inadequate manpower in the police
3. | affects the operations of community | 1000 | 3.1005 0 89357
policing.

Corruption based on poor working
4. | condition of the police affect the 1000 | 2.8725 0.90413
effectiveness of community policing.
Low or poor educational background pf

5. | some members of the police affect 1000 0.96735
X . 2.7940
community policing adversely.
Total 1000 | 2.9420 0.86869

The result in table 3 show that items 11 to 15 mman values of 2.92, 3.02, 3.10, 2.82 and 2.7%untisely.
Overall mean response is 2.94 which seemed higlagr the criterion mean value of 2.50. This indisatett members of
the public perceive lack of trust, poor image, eguhte manpower, corruption and poor educationekdraund as

challenges possibly facing the police force andnigylication community-policing.

Question four: In what ways can effective support be built fomrounity-policing in Nigeria?
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Table 4: Ways of Building Support for Community Polcing

S
Deviation

1000 | 2.9803 0.87391

SIN Statements N x

Adequate funding of the police is an effective vady
building support for community-policy.

Improved public-police relations is an effectiveywat
building support for community-policing.
Enlightenment of the public on community policingthe
3. police can boost public interest in police rolenational 1000 | 3.2136 0.86573
security.

Reduced corruption in the police and society can
encourage effective police-public partnership.
Adequate equipment of the police (material andifaes)
5. is an effective way of ensuring non-materials comityd 1000 | 3.1600 0.97453
policing.

1000 | 2.8572 0.93442

1000 | 2.9027 0.91234

Total 1000 | 3.0228| 0.91219

Finding in table four indicates, that adequatedfng (>_<2.98), improved public-police relations>_<2.85),

Enlightenment of the public>_(3.21), reduced corruption>_<(2.90) and adequate equipment of the pub}_'kS.(lG) are

perceived ways of harnessing support for commuypdityeing.
Question Five:What are the implications of effective communigliping on national security in Nigeria?

Table 5: Perceived Implications of Community Poliahig on National Security

S/N Statements N % S Deviation

Community-policing can enhance broad-based
arui community policing for effective security.
Community-policing can promote problem-solvi
rather than repressive policing.
Community—policing can promote joint
3. responsibility between the public and the police|inl000 | 2.7025 0.89073
the maintenance of law and order.
Security consciousness of the public can be
enhanced through community-policy.
The_ p_ubllc can be empowgred to t_ake security 1000 | 26378 0.74854
decision through community-policing.

Total 1000 | 2.7596 0.88014

1000 | 3.2034 0. 79891

Y1000 | 2.6712 0.97233

1000 | 2.5831 0.99018

Result in table 5 indicate that the public peresdemmunity as having some for reaching implication national
security (>_<2.75). These implications are in terms of broacedammunity policing%3.20), problem-solving;(2.67),
joint responsibility é_<2.70), security consciousnes?_s:{.58) and security decision_<Q.63) respectively.

Discussion of Findings

Findings with respect to research question ongetidhat the public is to a large extent awarénefdxistence of
community policing as a relevant security projetafe. This finding indicates that community poligj is gradually
becoming a global best security practice aimedangroving community-police relations especially nnte detection and
prevention (Njoku, 2012). It also supports the &xgsclaims that community-policing can projectpomote the integrity,

professionalism and public relations of the Nigenielice especially in the area of quality sendedivery (Zumve, 2012).
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With respect to research question two (which istb@ extent the public perceive community-policiag
functional security project) it was clearly shownat although the project is yet to be seen as fuggtional, it nonetheless
seem to have the inherent operational capacityotenpials to discourage criminal activities andmote active public
participation in security if given necessary supp®his is in line with the views of Akintude (2008nd Imoghibe (2003)
which posit that poor public perception of the Niga police affects its operational efficiency gmfessional integrity.
These positions are corroborated by the represstere of the Nigerian police force (arising laggélom corruption,
inadequate equipment, low motivation etc) which kezes effective policing and by implication commuyritolicing in
Nigeria (Imobighe, 2003: p 84).

Similarly finding with respect to research questibree identified the major challenges to comnypilicing to
include lack of trust between the police and thielipupoor public image of the police, inadequatengower in the police,
corruption and low or poor educational backgrouhthe lower ranks. This finding is supported byestprevious studies
which argue that the inability of the police to étion effectively in Nigeria is due to both socleaad systemic problems
identified above (Akuul, 2011, Aremu, 2009). Simijacorroborative findings from focus group discasssession with
men of the Nigerian police in the area of study abow that inadequate manpower, lack of equipneamtuption and

other related challenges still confront effectiwiging and by implication community policing in f&ria.

Findings with respect to research question foumnags of building or harnessing public supportdommunity
policing, indicated that improved-public-policeatibns, public enlightenment (through the mediduoed corruption and
adequate equipment of the police force could helpromote the viability and efficiency of the commity-policing
project. Similarly, opinions of men of the poliaade based on focus group discussion sessionsteesupport the above
modalities. This position is further supported hyn#e (2002) who argued that “----- effective poligican be sustained

through different processes and institutional ayesment” (p 132).

Lastly, findings with respect to research quesfiva (which focused the implications of communitglicing for
national security in Nigeria) revealed that comnyumiolicing project is capable of being used tooecé broad based
security initiatives which are anchored on probleshsing approach necessitated by joint securitydageublic-police
relations and effective security decision-makinfpe$ and skills. The views gathered from focusugraliscussion also
seem to support the above claims especially wiipeet to the need for co-operative and collabozagifforts of all

stakeholders in ensuring adequate security in iger
IMPLICATIONS/ RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the above findings, the following impiimas were further highlighted with appropriate responding

recommendations.

* The widely held view that security is the sole bess of the government and security agencies i®mger
tenable. In this regard, the Nigerian public sholbd sufficiently sensitized on the viability andcassity of
community-policing as a joint effort in nationalcseity. This is because the public is a stratetp&eholder in

national security.

* The police and other security agencies cannot immogffectively without public support and co-opi@a.

Thus, the Nigeria police force should improve o ¢ore professional values and integrity throughdied
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public-police relations. This should be promoteatiyh deliberate public relation programmes andrieatation

activities with the help the mass media.

» Effective national security cannot be achieved é@nmbers of various security agencies are adequatetivated
or equipped to function effectively. To this endvgrnment and other stakeholders should increa&stuttding of
the police and other security agencies with a viewimproving their welfare incentives, accommodatio
equipment, conditions of service etc. This will responding by improve their loyalty and commitmént

effective national security and by implication commity-policing project.

» Better motivated and well educated security opeegatare likely to have better self-esteem which desirable
psychological strategy for effective policing an@énmmmunity-policing. To this end, suitable educationa
qualification should guide recruitment into the Bligp police force. This will discourage irresponsiland
irrational behaviours of some of the men of theigeoforce. Similarly, study leave, conferences,rshourses
should be made available to eligible officers tgiave their professional value and commitment whaca

necessary indices for effective public-police rielas and by implication viable community policing.

* Public security is better achieved through propsewsitized individuals. To this end, the governnsould
deliberately raise the security consciousness divithual citizens through media enlightenment anfbrimal
civic or political literacy that bother largely amdividual rights and roles within the context @fllective national
security. This is because national security reméiesmajor business of three strategic stakeholdarsely,
security agencies, the government and the citiZEimgs, the public must play its own role creditatdymaintain

the desired harmonious security balance in theegptiirough community-policy project.
CONCLUSIONS

Findings of this study show that public-police tparship and collaboration on security matters ranamajor
option for effective policing in contemporary Niggr society especially in the south-East statesevbemes of different
dimension appear to be on the increase in reameisti This position is further strengthened by trecHic findings of the
study which not only indicated public awarenessaihmunity policing but also its desirability asumétional security
project with far reaching national security imptioas despite some perceived challenges. Thussthit has shown that
sustainable community policing in Nigeria is notyoim tandem with the current security best praagiglobally but also in
line with the operational values of democratic wrdtwhich promotes principles of civility, freedaights and duties as
necessary options for collective security. Thus, tilajor conclusion of this study is that commumitficy though not
fully functional in Nigeria at the moment (due lahg to some challenges) can still be seriouslygovated to achieve
national security expectations through various rfibels which are anchored on effective public-pelielations, joint or

collaborative efforts such as funding and all isohe professional reforms in the police force.
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