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Abstract

Post-structuralishndpost-colonialdiscourse$n contemporarhuman
geographyoften male referencdo theworksof JosephConrad albeitnot
infrequentlyin aniconizedfashion.This essayreviews somegroundsfor
feelingthatthesereadingsaremissinggeographiesf the Orientimplicit
notonly in Conrads work, but in treatment®f geographiesf
imprisonmenanddeportatioreastof the Vistulaover centuries Attention
is drawvn to thework of Adam Mickiewicz andJoseptBrodsky, andto the

legagy of the czaristandsoviet penalsystemsThe essayconcludesy

*An earlierversionof partsof this paperentitled‘Imaginative geographiesspacedeyondthe
horizon?’,appearedn Kuklihski, A. (editor) 1997: Europeanspace Baltic space Polish space
— Part two, Europearinstitutefor Regional and Local Development,University of Warsav, pp.
213-220A subsequentersionwaspresente@ttheSecondcuropearrbanandRegional Studies

ConferencePurham,England,Septembef998.
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pointingto the contrikution thatbroaderalternatve views of empireand

oppressiommay make in addingdepthto our discourse.

1 Introduction

Observingthe changegaking placein theworld aswe know it, andin the
expectedreflectionof that,or those worldsin geographicatliscoursespne
canhardly help but be struckby the power of agenda-writerand
gateleepersThey areby their own declaratiorfar from wishingto impose
ary concepbr thoughton their readersinterlocutorsor studentsand
willingly admithow partialtheir perceptionsre,or atary ratethe bestof
themexpressthesereserationsclearlyenought Despitethis, it maybe
arguedthattheir lesseruditeandempaveredpupilswill beguidedin their
choiceof furtherreadingandstudywithin the conceptuatealmsin which
thediscoursesreconductedGeographiearebeingstretchedy the
densityof referenceaccordedo conceptstopics,andtheir contets,
leaving potential‘others” beyondthe ken of social-theoryinformed
participantsspacedut, onecouldsay

While DerekGregory is surelyjustifiedin takingup the challenge
issuedby Edward Saidregardingtherethinkingof geographytheremaybe
reasorto wonderhow mary interpretatie layersmay be placedbetween
the subjectdmplicatedin theensuingdiscussionlt remainsrelevantto turn
Gregory’s remarkaboutSaidbackon theauthor:wheredoesGregory’s
geographycomefrom? Gregory hasthe advantageof mary human
geographerm retaininganddevelopinga sensitve relationshipwith
historicalgeographyasis evidencedn muchof hiswork, includingthaton
imaginationsandimaginaries His concernsand,throughhim andthosein
his intellectualspacethe concernsf dominanttendenciesn human

geographyarenot only attenuatingscholarlycommunicatiorwith other



geographersf othertraditions,but arealsooverlookingthemesandvoices
potentiallywithin the purvien of imaginarygeographiesOf courseone
cannotdemandor expectthatscholarssncompassorethanhumanly
possible but the sadfeeling of déjavu thatcomesupononeafterseeing
thingsknown representedsthingsnew is alwaysdepressing.

This essayis thena modestandunfinishedexpressiorof frustrationthat
themainline of humangeographys in dangerf becomingsuficient unto
itself in referenceandis for this reasorreducingpotentiallyfruitful
avenuedor furtherimaginationto deadends.In his eminentessay
addressingpaid,GregoryiconizesJosephConradin anaside,invoking an
associatiowith Saids interpretation®f the connectionbetweenConrads
story-telling,colonialismandimperialism?® Gregoryis of coursefar from
beingalonein placingor mappingothers;contemporanhumangeography
is pepperedawith similar reference$.

This, in away, mayforecloseon otherreadingsof Conrad,onthe
Orient,andon otherexperienceshanthoseforegroundedn theacademyat
presentAmongtheseareconfigurationof Europearhorizonswhich,
while not specificallyexcluding otherreadingsconcentratattentionon
favoureddiscourseseaving the othersat bestin penumbrabisregard. This
stagedirection— managemenf illumination — perhapdgollows from the
undoubtedifficulties of communicatiorwhich arisein theacademywhen
privilegeis withdrawvn from singlevoices;the voicesthatmake themseles
heardcanhardly be blamedfor speakingBut in speakingthey may
disenfranchiséhe mute,raisingquestionf ethicsandmorality in
postmoderriimes® Themutenecessarilyncludeall who do not belong
nor aspireto the English-speakingcademidntellectuals poundedurther
by critical and/orsocialtheory or who have notbeen“translated” raising
the poignanyg of EvaHoffman's intervention® Thereareworlds of which

imaginarygeographietave notdreamtandwhich desere to be given



voice. It is notbecausé feel authorityto speakon behalfof thesethatl|
have begunthis essayRather would like to draw attentionto issues
presentlyin the shadetherearecertainlymary others,andmy sightis not

good,but will have to suffice for now.

2 Joseph Conrad

Backtrackingfrom Gregory to Said,we find anacknavledgementhat

ConradwasnotjustaregularEnglishcolonialwriter.

WhatmakesConraddifferentfrom the othercolonialwriters
whowerehis contemporariegs that,for reasondiaving partly
to do with the colonialismthatturnedhim, a Polishexpatriate,
into anemployeeof theimperialsystemhewasso

self-consciousboutwhathedid.’

In thefollowing, | would like to extendthe samewarningasNajderin
consideringhe associationshata closerexaminationof Conrads work
may arouseandsidestepary attemptto demonstratevhathasor hasnot

influencedConrad.Najdercommentghat:

Influenceis alwayshypothetical:we have to assumehatX has
reador heardof somethingvhich madehim, consciouslyor
not, reshapénis own beliefsor style or interestsl wantto base
my contentionson safergroundandamgoingto presenimy
casen thetermsnot of influence but of affinity, similarity and

continuation 8

JoseplConradwasborn JozefTeodorKonradNaleczKorzeniavski in
Decemben857to Apollo Korzeniavski (1820-1869andEwelinaneé
Bobrawvska(1833-1865)At his birth his father awriter, dedicateda poem

to him:



To my SonBornin the 85th Yearof Muscovite Oppression:

Babyson,tell yourself

You arewithoutland,without love,

Without country without people,

While Poland— your Motheris in hergrave.
For your only Motheris dead— andyet

Sheis your faith, your palmof martyrdom.®

His fatherwasarrestedor conspirag againstRussiain October1861,
andthefamily wasexiled to Vologdain NorthernRussia.His motherdied
in exile, andhis fathertwo yearsafterhis releasdo Austria’s partition of
Poland.Fouryearslater, attheageof 17, J6zeftranslatechimselfinto
beingasailor Whichreadingamight onetracebetweenl9th Century
Polishemigrantsandcolonialism?Might they be associatedvith partition,
with exile from a non-&istentPoland?Had Conrads self-consciousnas
arnything to dowith his experienceof a childhoodin enforcedexile with his
parentswho weredrivento early deathfor reasongartly having to do with
czaristoppressionBoth Najderand Mitosz adviseusto pay attentionto

Conrads backgroundMitosz writesthat:

Apollo Korzeniavski holdsanhonorableplacein Polishletters,
andhis dualattitudeasanironic realistandanindomitable
knight cannotbeignoredby ary studentof thewritings of

JoseptConrad??
Najderwritesthathis fatherleft Conrad

...aformidablepsychologicalegag/: anexceptionallyintense
emotionallife; arigorousanddesperatdove of his country and
aspontaneousnstinctive beliefin democrag; a hatredof

invaders, .. 11



Of courseConradwasnot his father andlived his adultlife under
differentcircumstancedyut both his reflectionson politics in Russiaandin
particularUnderWesternEyesshav anabidingconcern.The
circumstancesf thewriting of the novel do however suggesthatConrad
waspossessely anobsessiombout'senselessyranry’, ashehimselfputs
it in theauthors note. His life in exile is otherwisetypical of mary others
of hiskind throughoutheworld, whererer they happenedo find
engagement? He remaineddevotedto his uncle, TadeusBobrowski,
who adoptechim afterhis fathers death;it washis uncles connectionghat
hadsavedthefamily from worsepunishmenin 1862thanexile to Volodga.
Conradthenafour yearold child, nearlydiedduringthe hazardous
journegy underarmedescort,andthroughouthis life his healthwasnever
very strong!3

AlthoughbothVologda,andPerm,whereKorzeniavski hadrequested
to bedetainecbut wasrefusedarein EuropearRussiawestof the Urals,
boththemannerof administratie banishmentandtheimageof the
escortedclosedprisoncarriagekibitka, communicatehe dreadof Siberia.
Theboundaryobeliskshavn in Figurel, dated1835,betweerEuropeand
Asiaatthevillage of Rieshotyin the Urals,canwell be associateavith the
Danteart Lasciateongi speanzavoi ch’entrateé — ‘Abandonall hopeye
who enterhere’for thosetravelling from Westto East*

Banishmentndhardlabourin theseinfernalregionswasthe fateof
countlesghroughcenturiesnotjust rebelsandpolitical prisonersfrom
subjectnationsandRussiaherself,not just offendersagainsisocial
disciplineandotherdeviants,but aryonewho caughtthe eye of the
tyrant!® Spaceasprison,geographyaspunishmentalegag of dread,a
tradition of resistanceJosephiConradwaswell versedn all this; oughtnot

this alsospeakto usbeforeheis ‘sampled’into our framesof reference?



Figurel: AleksanderSochaczeski: PozegnanieEuropy (Farevell to Europe),
oils; MuzeumHistoryczrych RuchéwNiepodlagtosciovychi Spoteczgch, War

sav. Photo.EugeniusAelbert,frontipiecein Trojanaviczowa, op. cit., p. 1.

3 Adam Mickiewicz and Conrad

Why Conrad?t turnsoutthat,asa boy, hewascalledKonradby his
family, from amonghis mary namest® Conradis afar from typical Polish
first name but hadachieved a very specificresonancérom the 18305 by
its usein severalworks by AdamMickiewicz. While Conradis himselfnot
very forthcomingconcerningnfluenceson his life andwriting, hedoes
admitto drawing inspirationfrom Mickiewicz and Stowacki’
Mickiewicz himselfcaughtthe eye of thetyrantasa youngman,bornjust
200yearsagoin 1798in or near Nowogrodek betweerVilnius andMinsk.
He andmary of his friendswereseizeddetainedor ayear and
forbiddenfrom living in westernprovincesof the Empire. Oneof the key

themesof their ‘conspirag’ wasmeetingto recitetheworksof Laurence



Sterne.He himselfwasnever banishedo Siberia,nor did hesuffer forced
labour After five yearsspentin thecompary of his Russian
contemporariesyneof whom,DecembrisKondratyRyleyev, paidthe
highestpricefor his corvictions!® andanotherAlexanderBestuzhe, was
sentencedo hardlabour he managedo sail from Kronstadt,escapinghe
imminentcancelatiorof his passportandtravelledthroughGermary to
Rome.°

Schamaliscusseat somelengththe positionof Mickiewicz’s epic
versein his Landscape& Memony?® , especiallyKonrad Wallenrod and
Mickiewicz's “masterpiecef woodlandnativism: Pan Tadeusz In
Konrad Wallenrod, setin the borderlandoetweerthe TeutonicKnightsand
Lithuania,the heroKonradis seizedasa child from his Lithuanianfamily,
andbroughtup by the Knights. Risingto the very top of the Ordet his
suppressedtlentity is awvakenedby the singingof a bard. Theresolutionof
this crisisis found by his leadingthe Knightsto certainandtotal defeat
againsthis own people.?! Konradsacrificeseverythingin thenameof his
regainedidentity, andin combatwith the oppressorsf thatidentity. As

Mitosz suggests:

An Americanreadingthis talewould inevitably think of
romanticstoriesaboutindiansbroughtup in awhite settlement
but who, respondingo the call of thewild, returnto their tribes

to take vengeanceponthe white man?2

ThenameKonradis alsousedin Partlll of Mickiewicz's theatrical
work Forefathes’ Eve In Partsll andlV, writtenin 1823,the herois
Gustav, anintrospectie spiritualfigure makingfrequentreferenceo
traditionalbeliefs(Part| wasnever completedandis replacedoy a preface
entitled‘Spectres’thework is read:'Spectres’ Partll, PartlV, Partlll,

‘Digression’). Forefathes’ Eveis built up of fragmentgoinedtogetheiby



‘a kind of dreamlogic’, andwasfirst stagedn 1901,having beenregarded
asof suchtechnicaldifficulty asto precludeperformancauntil then.We
returnhereto Mitosz’s accountof thetranslationbetweerthe Gustav of
the 1823version,andthe comingof Konradin the new sectionsarittenin
1832in Dresdenfollowing the poets exile in Russiaandthefailure of the

1830-31uprisingagainstczaristtyranry in Poland:

In the precedingpartswe sav Gustav with hisunhappy love;
herewe find him in a czaristprison,analterego of Mickiewicz
during his half-yearimprisonmenin Wilno. Therecomesa
nightwhenthe prisoneris transformedrom amanpreoccupied
with his personaproblemsinto amandedicatedo the causeof
his nationandof humanity To markit, heevenchangesis

nameto Konrad. .. .23

As well asaddingPartlll to the pre-«istingtext of Forefathes’ Evein
DresdenMickiewicz alsoaddeda descriptionof his experiencesn Russia,
andreportsof experience®f othersheardthere,entitled‘Digression’,and
concludedby a poemdedicatedo his ‘Muscovite friends’, especially
Ryleyev andothersoppressedor their oppositionto tyranry.?* Thelink

onwardto Conradis, accordingo Mitosz’s, quiteclear:

The'Digression’ canbe calleda summatiorof Polishattitudes
to Russian the nineteenttcentury andJosephConrad who of
coursehadreadthatpoem,seemgo repeatits contentdine for
line in someof hiswritings, especiallyin UnderWestern
Eyes®



4 Which Orient?

Theeye of thetyrantis capturedn amoststriking way in Igor Newerly's
memoirsof the Bolshevik Revolution, whenhefindshimselfin Kyiv in
1923,ayoungmandrifting towardsthe Mensheik SocialDemocratic
youthmovementafteractive serviceon thesideof the Reds all to his
family’s alarmanddismay Their repatriationto Polandis arrangedall that

remainsis to sit tight andwait.

In this situationmothers voice- sit still, we're leaving! —
possessethefull weightof senseandobviousrationality all
theactvities andperspectiesof Kyiv losttheir meaningjust
carryon cautiouslytakingcareandl wascautious] did take
care,in theclub| permittedmyselfsincerityonly amonga few
trustedcolleagueswhom| wasleaving behind,but the
Neversleepingeyelifted its lid, scorchingmein away that

shatteredny reserein its blast?®

He foundthatall but oneof his friendshadbeenarrestediuringthe
night; thetwo of themstunginto actionbeganto duplicatepamphlets

protestingat the betrayalof socialism;hewasapprehendedithout delay:

Thesledgewasalreadywaiting outsidethe gate , we drove
closelyembraced! couldnotstand,or call out,longlive
socialism thediscretegrip restrainingmy shoulderanda
warningmutter— no nonsenser I’ ll hurtyou— mademe

realisethat! wasin thegraspof the GPU 2’

Thisis anOrientwherethe choiceof Black or White Seais a whim of
thetyrant,the Never-sleepingeye. It is anOrientexpressedn mary
tonalitiesby JosepiBrodsky, bornin thenLeningradbut choosingSt

Petershrg ashis own, sentencedo hardlabournorth of Vologda,near

10



Archangelskandfinally exiled to the West.His essayFlight from
Byzantiumpennedn 1985,by a ‘son of ageographef® - hisfatherwas
bothgeographeandjournalist- expresseén its oftenviolentformsmuch
of whatl wishedto illuminate here:thereis moreto imaginarygeographies,
or nightmaregeographieghanhashithertobeenadmittedin discourse.

Maybethis is specialpleading but Brodsky canbetterspeakfor himself:

I'm notahistorian,or ajournalist,or anethnographerAt
best,I'm atraveller, avictim of geographyNot of history beit
noted,but of geographyThatis whatstill links mewith the
countrywhereit wasmy fateto be born,with ourfamedThird
Rome?°

To geta goodpictureof ones native realm,oneneedsither
to getoutsideits walls or to spreadout amap.But ashasbeen
remarledbefore,wholooksat mapsnowvadays.If civilizations
— of whatever sortthey are— do indeedspreadik e vegetation
in the oppositedirectionto the glacier from southto north,
wherecould Rus,givenhergeographicaposition,possibly
tuck herselfaway from Byzantium?Not just KievanRus, but
Muscwite Rusaswell, andthenall therestof it betweerthe
Donetsandthe Urals. And oneshould,frankly, thank
TamerlaneandGenghisKhanfor retardingthe process
somevhat, by somevhatfreezing— or, rather trampling— the
flowersof Byzantium.. .. Therewasnowhereelsefor Rusto go
to getaway from Byzantium— ary morethanfor the Westto
getaway from Rome.... Rusreceved,or took, from
Byzantiumhandseverything: not only Christianliturgy but also
the Christian-Turkish systemof statecraf{graduallymoreand
moreTurkish,lessvulnerable moremilitarily ideological),not

to mentiona significantpartof its vocatulary:3°

11



Figure2: TomaszKizny: Photographrom the cycle: Kotyma, shovn in the
exhibition: Czaslmperium(The Time of the Empire), ZachetaGallery of Con-

temporaryArt, Warsav, June— July 1997;photographaken October1995.

Figure2 is takenfrom a cycle expressinghe desolatiorof theformer
goldminesof Kotyma,northof Magadan.The pictureis of coursein no

directway connectedo Heart of Darknessbut it is difficult notto

12



associateéhetwo symbolically:

‘I cameupona boiler wallowing in thegrassthenfounda path
leadingup thehill. It turnedasidefor bouldersandalsofor an
undersizedailway-trucklying thereon its backwith its wheels

in theair. ...31

RyszardKapuscinskiis ableto guideustowardsthe heartof this

darkness:

Onewalksaboutthe streetsof Magadarthroughdeepcorridors
dugoutof thesnaw. They arenarrav, andonehasto pauseo
permitothersto pass.Sometimest happenshatl meetsome
oldermaneye to eye. Thesamequestionalwayscomesinto my
mind: Who wereyou? Tortureror tortured?Why doesthis
intrigueandfascinatene?Why canl notlook atthatperson
normally withoutthis unbearablendtroublesomeuriosity?
Werel thoughto steelmyselfandask,andwereheto be
honest] mightwell hearthis answer:You seebeforeyou both

thetorturerandthetortured3?

The constructiorof Magadanatthe northernendof the Seaof

Okhotsk,wasbegunin 1929in orderto supplyandsupportthegold mines

in the Kolyma-MagadaMining District33 Kapuscinski reports:

We reachedNagay&a Bay andhaltedby thewater by the
abandonediusty ships.It is asymbolicplace,a placewhich
documentspf theweightof the CampGateat Auschwitzor the
Railway Rampat Treblinka. The bay, the gate therampare
threedifferentsettingsof the samescenethe descento hell.

Of themillions of peoplewho werethrown ontothe story shore

onwhichwe arenow standingthreemillion never returned®
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5 Conclusion

Theseareatleasta few of the spacedeyondthe horizonsthathave
boundedbur discoursetherearesurelymary more.But all hopeis not out

while life still coursesBrodsky putsit succinctly:

| rememberfor instancethatwhenl wasabouttenor elevenit
occurredtio methatMarx’s dictumthat“existenceconditions
consciousnessiasonly truefor aslong asit takes
consciousnes® acquiretheart of estrangementhereafter
consciousness onits own andcanboth conditionandignore

existence®®

Thusthereareotherstories,othergeographiestheinfernal Orient of
serfdomforcedlabourandfearmaybereclaimedastheindividual people
involved make their dreamseal— consciousnessonditioningexistence.
However asboth Marlow andnotleastKurtz, evenimaginedif notreal,
alsosuggestthereis no easyway to handlethe freedomof ideologyas
consciencén shapingexistenceaterrible freedommanifestin the symbols
Kapuscinski alludesto.

| would notlik e to suggesthatpost-structuralisandpost-colonial
discourse$n humangeographyareinvalidatedby their selectvenessn
reading.l do however regretthatthey have not beenenrichedby a broader
understandingndknowledgeof suchalternatve ‘Orients’, whichin my
opinionwould contritute to deepereflectionandperhapgreater

responsibilityin our “everydaypractices’in theacademy
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