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͚Noǁ͛, this time in which we live, with its terrors, massacres, and injustices, is a time to ask serious 

ƋuestioŶs aďout ͚ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ͛, aďout ƌelatioŶs ǁith otheƌs, and how we think about ourselves and 

our world. ͚Noǁ͛ is the time that philosophical tools to approach these questions are needed. Nancy 

Now, a collection devoted to the work of French thinker Jean-Luc Nancy is bitingly timely, especially 

as Europe immediately responds to the Paris shootings directed at satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo, 

the police, and a kosher supermarket. It is for readers to deploy such tools if they are so minded: the 

remit of this book is to put the theory on display.  

The ĐolleĐtioŶ of shoƌt essaǇs is paƌt of PolitǇ͛s Theory Now series, which has previously focused on, 

amongst others, Paul Virilio, Jean Baudrillard, and Michel Foucault. Bracketed by a prelude authored 

by the philosopher Giorgio Agamben and a piece by Nancy himself, contributors take up the mantel 

of ĐoŶsideƌiŶg, iŶ a ďook attuŶed to the ͚Ŷoǁ͛, the concept of time in the work of a thinker 

apparently dedicated to questions of space. A priority of these essays is to explore, in largely 

abstract terms, the twenty-first-century Nancy and the web of Continental philosophy in which he is 

caught, with particular emphasis on his influences (for example, Georges Bataille and Maurice 

Blanchot) aŶd the dialogue ďetǁeeŶ NaŶĐǇ aŶd JaĐƋues Deƌƌida͛s deconstructions. 

Gregg Laŵďeƌt͛s ĐoŶtƌiďutioŶ, ͚LiteƌaƌǇ CoŵŵuŶisŵ͛, addƌesses NaŶĐǇ͛s deŵǇthologiziŶg of 
͚ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ͛ and is perhaps the chapter most relevant to a philosophical negotiation of events in 

Paris in early 2015. The chapter looks back, as Nancy has done, to the emergence of this theme in 

NaŶĐǇ͛s ǁƌitiŶg of the 1980s, for the purpose of highlighting a return to ͚ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ͛ at paƌtiĐulaƌ 
historical moments. One of the key questions associated with community for Nancy is how to 

express an idea or sense of community that is truthful and just, avoiding teƌŵs suĐh as the ͚saĐƌed͛, 
which are in danger of evoking fascist conceptions of community, and the pitfalls of neo-liberalism. 

These truthful and just conceptions of community are insufficient for any organisation of a mass or 

ŵultitude of people: ͚iŶ otheƌ ǁoƌds, theƌe ĐaŶ ďe Ŷo ͞politiĐs of ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ͛͟; politiĐs aŶd 
community are decoupled. This is one in the eye for our contemporary politicians with their endless 

appeals to this oƌ that ͚ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ͛, aŶd apparently ͚good Ŷeǁs ǁith ƌegaƌd to the thƌeat of a ƌetuƌŶ 
of totalitaƌiaŶisŵ͛, ďut empties the iŶtiŵaĐǇ out of politiĐs, leaǀiŶg us ǁith oŶe ͚ďased puƌelǇ oŶ 
ĐalĐulatioŶ aŶd stƌategǇ͛ ;pp. ϱ1-2). Clearly, Lambert does not delineate what, when, and where 

community is – to do so ƌisks the aďuse of ͚ĐoŵŵuŶitǇ͛ NaŶĐǇ eǆpliĐitlǇ ǁƌites agaiŶst – but marks 

out the terms by which Nancy frames those problematics, and comments on a philosophically 

conceived writing or literature ;ƌatheƌ thaŶ the ͚liteƌatuƌe͛ of ĐoŵŵoŶ usageͿ as the means for 

communicating community.  

Geoƌges VaŶ DeŶ Aďďeele͛s complex and engaging Đhapteƌ, ͚MoŶogƌaŵs: TheŶ aŶd ͞Noǁ͛͟ 
examines two sets of periodic essays from Nancy, considering the relationship between form and 

ways of thinking, aŶd the ͚ĐhƌoŶiĐ aŶaĐhƌoŶiĐitǇ͛ of ǁƌitiŶg ;p. ϲϲͿ. Aďďeele Ƌuotes aŶ eǆtƌaĐt fƌoŵ a 



 

 

1993 piece, in which Nancy laments a six-month delay between the writing and publication of a 

column oŶ BosŶia. Aďďeele Ŷotes that suĐh aŶǆietǇ ͚ǁould seeŵ eǀeŶ ŵoƌe aĐute͛ iŶ the Tǁitter age 

iŶ ǁhiĐh ͚a stateŵeŶt ŵoƌe thaŶ a feǁ houƌs old ŵaǇ appeaƌ alƌeadǇ hopelesslǇ outdated͛. What 

Nancy pointed to, however, was not the delay itself, but the fact that, even after it, his comments 

ƌetaiŶed a ͚siŶisteƌ fƌeshŶess͛. The ďitteƌ ƌepetitioŶs of histoƌǇ that ŵeaŶ a ĐuƌƌeŶt situatioŶ ͚has 
ŶothiŶg ĐuƌƌeŶt aďout it͛ ;NaŶĐǇ, Ƌuoted oŶ p. ϲϳͿ daŵŶ the idea of histoƌiĐal pƌogƌess aŶd 
ĐoŵpliĐate ǁhat ǁe ŵight thiŶk of as ͚Ŷoǁ͛ aŶd hoǁ to ƌepƌeseŶt it.    

The collection concludes with the poetic posthuŵaŶisŵ of NaŶĐǇ͛s oǁŶ ͚Dialogue BeŶeath the ‘iďs͛, 
a coŵpositioŶ that ƌefleĐts oŶ the authoƌ͛s heart transplant twenty years previously. Transplantee 

and Transplant converse, Transplantee comparing his old heart with the new and Transplant 

ďeŵoaŶiŶg the ͚fƌeŶzied ƌhǇthŵ͛ iŵposed upoŶ it (p. 172). ͚“oŵetiŵes oŶ the ĐoƌoŶaƌǇ 
aŶgiogƌaphiĐ sĐƌeeŶ͛, saǇs TƌaŶsplaŶtee, at once frightened and loving, ͚I see Ǉouƌ tousled faĐe͛. 
Transplant reminds Transplantee that without immune-depƌessoƌs, TƌaŶsplaŶtee͛s ďodǇ ǁould 

ƌejeĐt the heaƌt. TƌaŶsplaŶtee ƌeplies, ͚Yes, ďut it kŶoǁs ŶothiŶg. That pooƌ thiŶg – it believes it is a 

self-suffiĐieŶt ŵaĐhiŶe͛ ;p. 1ϳ3Ϳ. This shoƌt pieĐe, less thaŶ fouƌ pages loŶg, deŵaŶds a ĐoŶsideƌatioŶ 
of sovereignty, surveillance and control, boundaries of inside and outside, and the limits of life. 

The collection does not step beyond Continental theoretical perspectives to locate Nancy, and 

Ŷeitheƌ does it peƌfoƌŵ sustaiŶed appliĐatioŶs of NaŶĐǇ͛s thought to politiĐal, soĐial, or cultural 

examples. The ͚fƌeŶzied ƌhǇthŵ͛ iŵposed oŶ NaŶĐǇ͛s tƌaŶsplaŶted heaƌt is inadvertently echoed in 

the pace with which chapter succeeds chapter – they are short and quite disparate in approach. A 

ďook of this leŶgth ĐaŶ oŶlǇ hiŶt at the ďƌeadth of NaŶĐǇ͛s areas of reflection, but it succeeds in 

highlightiŶg the oŶgoiŶg ƌeleǀaŶĐe, iŶdeed uƌgeŶĐǇ, of NaŶĐǇ͛s philosophiĐal pƌojeĐt ͚Ŷoǁ͛ – 

however much Nancy and his fellow authors would wish to problematize that very idea.         

        

 


