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ABSTRACT

This dissertation investigates the practices of reward, discipline, and tnstallation
of leaders in the church as portrayed in 1 Timothy 5:17-22. The text itself is examined,
finding that well-governing congregational leaders were to be honoured for their labour
and provided with tangible support, that leaders were to be protected from
unsubstantiated accusations, that a leader whose misconduct was established was to be
disciplined publicly, and that care was to be taken to put only worthy persons into
positions of leadership.

These practices are compared to those seen in the disputed and undisputed
Pauline texts, the remainder of the New Testament, and the writings of the Apostolic
Fathers, establishing significant similarities as well as differences, some ot these
reflecting the development from itinerant to resident leaders in the churches. The
practices of cognate groups such as synagogues, the Essenes, and voluntary
associations, seen in Jewish and Graco-Roman literature and inscriptions of the
contemporary period (ending with the Apostolic Fathers), are investigated tor
similarities and differences. The study finds that, although there are some similarities to
Jewish practices, these groups substantially differed from the instructions of 1 Timothy
5:17-22 in their practices of reward, discipline and installation of leaders. In the Graco-
Roman context, in particular, leaders in these cognate groups were essentially immune
from accusations made by group members and any resulting discipline. Similarly, the
1dea that leaders were to receive financial support from those below them was foreign
to normal practice in these groups and was deemed not “honourable’.

The conclusion reached 1s that these congregational practices regarding leaders,
while conceptually quite similar to principles given regarding itinerant Christian
workers 1n the undisputed Paulines, are quite distinct from practices employed in the
cultural milieu of the Pastoral Epistles. Some of these differences appear problematic,

given the Pastoral Epistles’ concerns about maintaining a good reputation among
outsiders and not hindering the spread of the gospel.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION TO THE REWARD, DISCIPLINE, AND INSTALLATION
OF CHURCH LEADERS ACCORDING TO 1 TIMOTHY 5:17-22

The history of the Church’s use of and attention to 1 and 2 Timothy and Titus,
commonly known as the Pastoral Epistles, is varied. Sharply polarized opinions exist
on overarching questions of authorship and intended audience, as well as on numerous
specific 1ssues of interpretation. These include submission to authority, gender 1ssues,
differentiation within the leadership, marital status of church leaders, appropriate care
of widows and the elderly, and questions of familial and household relationships. One
passage which has not received sustained treatment outside of commentaries in recent
scholarship 1s 1 Tim 5:17-22. It deals with the significant issues of the reward,
discipline, and 1nstallation of leaders of the young Christian community. These seem

worthy of further study.

1.1 — Debate about Authorship, Unity, and Dating of the Pastoral Epistles

1 and 2 Timothy and Titus have come to be known collectively as the Pastoral
Epistles. In contrast to the other letters of the New Testament canon either written by or
ascribed to Paul and addressed to communities of believers, these letters appear to have
been written to fellow workers, giving instruction for pastoral duties. In the eighteenth
century the designation ot Pastoral Letters or Epistles was first applied to them, and this
has since become the predominant way of referring to this body of writing.'

The attestation ot the author is that these letters were written by Paul (1 Tim

1:1; 2 Tim 1:1; Titus 1:1).” With very little exception, the early church knew of these

' G. W. Knight, IIl, The Pastoral Epistles: A Commentary on the Greek Text, NIGTC (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1992), p. 3.

The author of the Pastoral Epistles will be referred to in this work as the author or the Pastor, and use
of masculine pronouns will prevail, in view of 1 Tim 2:11-15. The Pastoral Epistles (1 and 2
Timothy, Titus) will be referred to as the PE. The addressee will be referred to as Timothy, in
keeping with the most common practice, notwithstanding the position of those who would see
Timothy as a literary construction. Ct. W. Stenger, "Timotheus und Titus als literarische Gestalten",
Kairos, 16 (1974), 252-67. All Greek text, as well as abbreviations for Greek mss., will be taken

I



14
writings and regarded them as authentically Pauline.” Scholars differ on the earliest

use of the PE. The earliest plausible use of 1 Timothy is most likely in Polycarp of
Smyma’s Letter to the Philippians, dated between 110 and 135 C.E.* There is
considerable discussion regarding this use by Polycarp, but there is essentially no doubt
that the PE were known and used later in the second century C.E. by Theophilus, Justin,
and Irenaeus, as well as being included in the Muratorian List.” Johnson adds Clement
of Alexandria and Tertullian to this list. These references are particularly of interest as
both writers give reasons for the rejection of the PE by earlier figures such as Marcion.°
Beyond reasonable dispute, these writings were known and used by the early church
from about 180 C.E. on.’

Starting in 1807 with Schleiermacher,® more recent scholarship has expressed
significant doubt regarding the authentic Pauline authorship of this group of letters. The
current consensus view 1s that the PE are pseudepigrapha, written by an unknown
author passing himself off as Paul. Issues raised include the ditficulty ot reconciling the
events of the PE with those of the Acts account, differences in style, language, and

theology, the difficulty of correlating the apparent opponents in the PE with those

known in the undisputed Pauline works, and the problem that the ecclesiastical

from NA*’. English translations from the Greek text will be those of the author of this work, except

for those otherwise i1dentified. OT citations will be from the NRSV.

The exceptions include Marcion, Basilides, and Tatian. Cf. Knight, Pastoral Epistles, pp. 13-14, for

a summary of the evidence for this.

* L. T. Johnson, The First and Second Letters to Timothy: A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary, AB 35A (New York: Doubleday, 2001), pp. 20, 298-300, and I. H. Marshall, A4
Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the Pastoral Epistles, ICC (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1999),
pp. 3-5, agree on this dating, while W. A. Richards, Difference and Distance in Post-Pauline
Christianity: An Epistolary Analysis of the Pastorals, SBLit 44 (Oxford: Peter Lang, 2002), pp. 12-
14, differs, seeing the letter as originating under Polycarp’s ‘watchful eye’ but not from him directly.
This would still place it early, during Polycarp’s lifetime.

> On the general issue of the use of the PE in the second century C.E. cf. C. Looks, Das Anvertraute
bewahren: Die Rezeption der Pastoralbriefe im 2. Jahrhundert, MTB (Munich: H. Utz, 1999). A
summary can also be tound in Marshall, Pastoral Epistles, pp. 3-8. There is discussion among
scholars on the dating of the Muratorian List, but it seems likely that the traditional view on its
provenance 1s correct. In any case 1ts elimination from the list leaves other solid witnesses.

®  Johnson, Timothy, pp. 21-22.

" Johnson, Timothy, pp. 20-54, offers a history of the use of the PE through the centuries.

8 According to M. Harding, Tradition and Rhetoric in the Pastoral Epistles, SBLit 3 (New York:
Peter Lang, 1998), pp. &, 35 n. 9, Schleiermacher held to the authenticity of Titus and 2 Timothy,
and though he 1s often credited as the first to argue against the authenticity of 1 Timothy, he does
indicate that J. E. C. Schmidt had raised doubts regarding this in 1804. Cf. Schleiermacher’s Uber
den ersten Brief Pauli an Timotheus (Braunschweig: Gerhard Reuter, 1897), p. 11.
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organization presupposed by the PE appears to be too advanced to have taken place

in the lifetime of Paul.’

This consensus is not unanimous. A number of scholars contend for the
genuineness of the PE. The story of the Christian movement as given in Acts clearly
does not include Paul’s death and the proponents of genuineness point out that equating
silence with absence (of the Pauline events and opponents) is risky. Other issues which
cause the authorship of the PE to be disputed are also countered by those holding to
genuineness of Pauline authorship.'® It is clear that the authorship of the PE has not
been resolved to the satisfaction of all. This issue of the authorship of the PE is not,
however, within the purview of this present study.

The unity of the PE is also a matter of some dispute. Although there is a “certain
homogeneity throughout the small corpus",ll others argue that these are 1n fact
composite documents.'* Within the large group of scholars who hold the consensus
view of pseudonymous origin for the PE, the unity of the PE is quite strongly held."
This study will take the approach that the PE originate with one writer who cannot be
1dentified with certitude, and who consciously and deliberately writes in, and with the
purpose of furthering, the Pauline tradition.'*

Another significant i1ssue being raised in recent scholarship involves not only

the genuineness of the PE but the validity of pseudonymous writings in general and

A brief list of more recent scholars who hold that the PE are pseudonymous and may or may not

contain fragments of genuine Pauline material include C. K. Barrett, N. Brox, M. Dibelius and H.
Conzelmann, L. Donelson, F. D. Gealy, A. T. Hanson, P. N. Harrison, J. L. Houlden, I. H. Marshall,
H. Merkel, U. Miller, J. Quinn, W. Richards, J. Roloff, A. Strobel, and S. G. Wilson.

Similarly, more recent scholars who hold that the PE were written by Paul himself or under his

direction by an amanuensis or secretary include J. H. Bernard, E. E. Ellis, G. Fee, D. Guthrie, W.

Hendriksen, D. E. Hiebert, G. Holtz, J. Jeremias, L. T. Johnson, J. N. D. Kelly, G. W. Knight, T.

Lea, W. Lock, W. Metzger, C. I. D. Moule, W. Mounce, B. Reicke, O. Roller, C. Spicq, and P.

Towner.

""" J.D. Quinn and W. C. Wacker, The First and Second Letters to Timothy: A New Translation with

Notes and Commentary, ECC (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000), pp. 3-4.

* Cf. J. D. Miller, The Pastoral Letters as Composite Documents (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1997).

' Cf. J. Roloff, Der erste Brief an Timotheus, EKKNT 15 (Ziirich: Benziger, 1988), pp. 43-45. Several
scholars take another tack and argue that 2 Timothy is distinctive and more likely to be authentic
than are 1 Timothy and Titus. Cf. J. Murphy-O’Connor, Paul the Letter-writer: His World His
Options, His Skills, GNS 41 (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 1995), pp. 61, 130: M. Prior. Paul
the Letter-writer and the Second Letter to Timothy (JSOT Press, 1989), pp. 168-70.

14 Marshall, Pastoral Epistles, p. 1 n. 2.

10
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their inclusion in the canon. Many holding to pseudonymity have suggested that 1t

was done from the best of motives, and furthermore, was an accepted practice in the
milieu of the early church.'> Some recent writers suggest the contrary: pseudepigrapha
were not considered acceptable by the early church, and anyone setting out to write
pseudonymously was doing so with deliberate intent to deceive and with every reason
to conceal such deception.m Verhoef (who considers the PE pseudonymous) as well as
Ellis and Porter (who consider them genuine) discuss the implications ot
pseudonymous origin for the canonicity of the PE. However, as Verhoet indicates,

“authenticity and canonicity are two separate concepts. Authenticity is a historical

: Coel . . 1
1ssue: canonicity 1s an ecclesiastical concern.’ 7

For the purposes of this work, too firm presuppositions regarding dating and
authorship would be inappropriate. A significant component of the task at hand
involves investigation of the relationship of the practices indicated in 1 Tim 5:17-22 to
those seen, for instance, in the writings of the Apostolic Fathers. '* Deciding beforehand

on an early (Pauline) or later (pseudepigraphic) date would undermine the validity ot

the process.

> N. Brox, Falsche Verfasserangaben: Zur Erkldrung der frithchristlichen Pseudepigraphie, SBS 79

(Stuttgart: KBW Verlag, 1975), pp. 49-67; A. T. Hanson, The Pastoral Epistles: Based on the
Revised Standard Version, NCB (London: Marshall Morgan & Scott, 1982), pp. 11, 23-28, 49; D. G.
Meade, Pseudonymity and Canon: An Investigation into the Relationship of Authorship and
Authority in Jewish and Early Christian Tradition, WUNT 39 (Tubingen: J.C.B. Mohr, 1986), pp.
116-39, 160-61, 190-93; H. Merkel, Die Pastoralbriefe: Ubersetzt und erklirt, 13th edn, NTD 9/1
(Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 1991), pp. 9-10.

L. R. Donelson, Pseudepigraphy and Ethical Argument in the Pastoral Epistles, HUT 22 (Tiibingen:

Mohr (Paul Siebeck), 1986), who considers the PE pseudonymous, defends pseudepigraphy on

motive (‘the good lie’: p. 20) while acknowledging that known forgeries were rejected (p. 55). Ellis,

Knight, Lea, and Porter argue that pseudepigrapha were in no way countenanced and that ‘the noble

lie is still a lie’ (Porter, p. 122). E. E. Ellis, ‘Paul and his Co-Workers’, NTS, 17 (1970-71), 437-52;

Knight, Pastoral Epistles; T. D. Lea and H. P. Griffin, Jr., 1, 2 Timothyv, Titus, NAC 34 (Nashville:

Broadman, 1992), pp. 38-39; S. E. Porter, ‘Pauline Authorship and the Pastoral Epistles:

Implications for Canon’, BBR, 5 (1995), 105-123; E. Verhoef, ‘Pseudepigraphic Paulines in the New

Testament’, (Unpublished Paper given at SBL International Conference, Cambridge: 2003). Cf. also

Prior, Paul the Letter-writer, pp. 21-22.

17 Verhoef, ‘Pseudepigraphic Paulines’, (p. 10).

'8 A. Lindemann, ‘Paul in the Writings of the Apostolic Fathers’, in Paul and the Legacies of Paul, ed.
W. S. Babcock (Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1990), pp. 25-45 (p. 25), points out
that the PE ‘were considered as fully genuine as Romans or 1 and 2 Corinthians’ by the so-called
Apostolic Fathers and that *the Paul of Acts was naturally taken to be the “real” Paul’.

16
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1.2 — The Place of the Present Study

A significant amount of the research on the PE deals with the issues of

authenticity and of church order. The scholar’s presuppositions regarding the state of

the Christian community at the time of writing connect these issues to a considerable

degree. Given the great amount of attention paid by scholars to 1 Timothy 3 on 1ssues

of church order and leadership (bishops and deacons),'” what might be added by a

study of 1 Tim 5:17-22? This passage stresses behaviour more than ecclesiastical/legal

order,” and the investigation of behaviour and practice may offer a good framework for

a better understanding of the community and for a comparative analysis with the

surrounding culture. The Pastor stated that one of the reasons, and maybe the major

motive, for writing this epistle was “in order that you might know how people should

behave in the household of God’ (1 Tim 3:15).*' 1 Tim 5:17-22 implies a structure that

1s to be imposed on the Pauline community in which the recipient of the letter appears

to have a leading role. The specific areas of practice listed in this passage,

encompassing the reward/remuneration of leaders, the handling of accusations against

and discipline of leaders, and the installing of leaders, are highly significant for

structuring and constituting any community. Such practices, when regulated within a

group, become known as rites, and ‘become an end in themselves through the strict

19

20

21

Studies attempting to identify the origins and function of the mpecBuTepos and the

emlokomos comprise a good deal of this scholarly output. Such matters are not the primary concern
of this study, which focuses on specific practices related to community leaders. Contributors to the
discussion on order include Burtchaell, Campbell, Eno, Fuller, Hainz, Haraguchi, Harvey,
Holmberg, Jay, Lips, Merkle, Meier, Munro, Schwarz, Sullivan, and Ysebaert.

J. M. Holmes, Text in a Whirlwind: A Critique of Four Exegetical Devices at I Timothy 2:9-135,
JSNTSup 196; SNTG 7 (Shettield: Sheftfield Academic, 2000), p. 100, talks about the entire letter as
a behavioural rather than ecclesiastical/legal piece, pointing out that it lacks clear definitions of
offices and fails to describe 1n detail the roles played by the office-holders. G. Holtz, Die
Pastoralbriefe, THKNT 13 (Berlin: Evangelische Verlagsanstalt, 1965), p. 53, sees the focus as
being liturgical-sacramental rather than legal church order. E. Schiissler Fiorenza, In Memory of
Her: A Feminist Theological Reconstruction of Christian Origins (London: SCM Press, 1983), p.
288, understands 1 Timothy as a set of instructions on how to behave rather than a clear delineation
of offices and functions.

W. D. Mounce, Pastoral Epistles, WBC 46 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2000), p. 214, labels 1 Tim
3:14-16 ‘the heart of the Pastoral corpus’. P. Towner, /-2 Timothy & Titus, IVPNTC 14 (Leicester:
Inter-Varstty Press, 1994), p. 93, considers vv. 14 and 15 ‘the reason Paul wrote". Marshall, Pastoral
Epistles, p. 498, states that “the theology of the church given in 3.15 is central to the instruction of
the letter’. Cf. also Johnson, Timothy, p. 231, Roloff, 1. Timotheus, p. 189; C. Spicq, Saint Paul: Les
Epftres Pastorales, 4th edn, 2 vols, 1 (Paris: J. Gabalda, 1969), p. 465.



18
observance of rules’ ** Rituals are thus ‘consecrated behaviour’ which models what

is believed, reinforces the belief, and helps build group solidarity.*> Rituals and
practices typically are significant in defining and differentiating one group from
another. A significant portion of the Torah was dedicated to framing the boundaries ot
proper activity. Much of what is known about groups contemporary to the early
Christian communities indicates that they were concerned with similar boundary-
setting. Studying these rituals and practices as given in the PE and contemporaneous
literature will assist in defining and differentiating these communities.

An area of recent growth in Pauline studies explores the social setting of the
Pauline communities.”* A number of attempts have been made to find genealogical or
analogical connection between the Pauline churches and the synagogues, mystery
religions, philosophical schools, and the Graco-Roman voluntary associations that
were a part of the cultural milieu of the nascent Christian movement.*> There is
considerable variety 1n and dispute about the methodologies employed as well as the
interpreted results.”® No one specific cognate group, whether the synagogues, mystery
religions, philosophical schools, or the Graco-Roman voluntary associations, has yet
proved convincing as the dominant source for the concepts, structures, or practice of

the Pauline communities.”’ Although this research has looked at analogous

> G. Theissen, A Theory of Primitive Christian Religion, trans. J. Bowden (London: SCM, 1999), p.
121.

2> M. Y. MacDonald, The Pauline Churches: A Socio-historical Study of Institutionalization in the
Pauline and Deutero-Pauline Writings, SNTSMS 60 (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,

1988), pp. 62-63.
Scholars 1n this area include Ascough, Burtchaell, Campbell, Downing, Engberg-Pedersen, Horrell,

Judge, Kee, Kloppenborg, MacDonald, Malherbe, Meeks, Osiek, Smith, Theissen, and Thiessen.

> J. T. Burtchaell, From Synagogue to Church: Public Services and Offices in the Earliest Christian
Communities (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992); R. A. Campbell, The Elders:
Seniority within Earliest Christianity, SNTW (Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1994); MacDonald, Pauline
Churches; T. Seland, “Philo and the Clubs and Associations of Alexandria’, in Voluntary
Associations in the Graeco-Roman World, ed. J. S. Kloppenborg and S. G. Wilson (London:
Routledge, 1996), pp. 110-27.

** Works which attempt to bring order to the discussion include R. S. Ascough, What Are Theyv Saying
About the Formation of Pauline Churches? (New York: Paulist Press, 1998); M. Harding, What Are
Thev Saying About the Pastoral Epistles? (New York: Paulist Press, 2001); G. Liidemann, Primitive
Christianity: 4 Survey of Recent Studies and Some New Proposals, trans. J. Bowden (London: T &

T Clark, 2003); C. Osiek, What Are They Saying About the Social Setting of the New Testament?
rev. edn (New York: Paulist Press, 1992).

27 Ascough, Pauline Churches, p. 95.
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characteristics between Pauline churches and various cognate groups, it has not

specifically done so in the areas of behaviour outlined in 1 Tim 5:17-22: the reward, the
discipline, and the installation of leaders. This study will pay attention to these
practices. Where a clear organic connection between Christian concepts, structures, or
practice and the surrounding cultural milieu can be determined, this will be done. In
general the intent is to show analogy rather than genealogy.

This pericope, long overshadowed by investigation of the Household Code and
church order passages in the PE, deserves this extended treatment. Without minimizing
the importance of the other high-profile passages in the PE, issues related to a
community’s installing, rewarding, and disciplining of its leaders have been of
continuing significance to the Church from the time of the crafting of the Didache to
the scandals and issues of various denominations today. The objective of this study,
however, 1s not to develop rules and regulations from the instructions of the author for
today’s communities of believers, although an improved understanding of the situation
and 1ts solutions in the early Christian community might be suggestive for dealing with
analogous issues today. Rather, various methods will be used to clarify how 1 Tim
5:17-22 is to be understood within its context in the PE, as retlecting a developing
segment of practice in the early Christian communities, and 1n relation to its

surrounding cultural milieu.

1.3 — The Procedures Employed in the Present Study

The study will begin with a detailed exegesis of 1 Tim 5:17-22. Some scholars
would argue that 1 Tim 5:17-25 forms a coherent passage, choosing to include vv. 23-

25.%8 while others view this latter passage as a separate section.”’ Indeed, as Roloff

-*  Cf. Marshall, Pastoral Epistles, p. 608. Cf. also J. P. Meier, *Presbyteros in the Pastoral Epistles’,
CBQ, 35 (1973), 323-45, p. 336; R. Van Neste, Cohesion and Structure in the Pastoral Epistles,
JSNTSup, 280 (London: T & T Clark, 2004), pp. 60-66. Like Meier, Van Neste argues for the
literary unity of vv. 17-25, citing a chiastic arrangement (pp. 65-66) and "other smaller linking
devices’ (p. 66). However, while there may be literary unity to vv. 17-25, only vv. 17-22 comprise
instructions given by the Pastor regarding the treatment of leaders.
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points out, vv. 17-25 comprise four instructions, but the fourth one shifts from the

preceding exhortations about leaders to a more personal exhortation (v. 23).”" There
follows a general observation regarding sins and good deeds (vv. 24-25), but this 1s not
in the form of an instruction. The concern in this dissertation is to understand
Instructions given by the author to guide his reader(s) in 1ssues related to leadership,
focusing on the leaders rather than the general health of the recipient. For this reason
vv. 23-25 will be excluded.

Key issues in the passage that require investigation are the meaning of the StAn
T (‘double honour’) of v. 17, what constitutes the proper testimony of a pdpTtus
(‘witness’) 1n v. 19, the nature of the discipline of congregational leaders, and the
significance of the instructions given regarding the laying on of hands in v. 22. In order
to place the passage within its context in the emerging Christian movement, the study
will look at structures and practices related to the reward, discipline, and installation of
leaders 1n the undisputed and disputed Pauline letters, the other NT writings, as well as
the Christian literature of the second century (the Apostolic Fathers).”' Existing
research will be used to develop a nuanced comparative approach of the relationship of
these practices in the developing Pauline communities to those reflected in other NT
writings and to practices with similar functions in organizations in the surrounding
culture.

The study will reinvestigate the primary literature relevant for this comparison.
In view of the difficulty of determining the precise practices of some Jewish and
Hellenistic groups, the present work will use the extant literature of various groups

within Graco-Roman/Mediterranean society and attempt from this body of writing to

27 L. Oberlinner, Die Pastoralbriefe: Kommentar zum zweiten Timotheusbrief, HTKNT 11/2 (Freiburg
im Breisgau: Herder, 1995), pp. 260-61.

3 Roloff, 1. Timotheus, p. 303.

3 framework employed will be that of current scholarly consensus. Study of th |
The ploy y sus. Study of the undisputed
Paulines (Romans, 1 and 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Philippians, 1 Thessalonians, and Philemon) will
be followed by an investigation of Colossians and Ephesians together with 2 Thessalonians, ending
with the teachings of the Apostolic Fathers and other Christian writings of the period before circa

150 C.E. Cf. MacDonald, Pauline Churches. pp. 2-4; J. T. South, Disciplinary Practices in Pauline
Texts (Lewiston, NY: Mellen Biblical, 1992).
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determine rituals and practices related to reward, discipline, and installation ot

community leaders.’” Extensive reading in the available translated materials will be
followed by searches of the available databases of the relevant literature, both Graco-
Roman and Jewish, searching for words which suggest similarity or ditterence ot
practice. The passages containing such terms are to be investigated further to establish
whether the words are being used in a context of reward, discipline, and installation of
community leaders.

Some specific issues arise 1n interpreting the primary literature of various of
these groups. In the Jewish context, there is a good deal of dispute regarding the
synagogues themselves. Whether the correct designation for all or most Jewish
gathering places prior to 70 C.E. was mpogeux 1 or cuvaywyn is not crucial to the
discussion of what these groups practised, unless it can be determined that these terms
had radically different meaning in their original setting or designated discrete groups
which employed significantly different practices.” A distinction will be made between
Jewish literature prior to and following the events of 70 C.E.”*

The body of literature generally referred to as Qumran literature, Qumran
Sectarian Manuscripts (QSM), or the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS) also presents challenges

for the scholar. Besides the uncertainty regarding the identification of the community or

2 D. A. DeSilva, Honor, Patronage, Kinship & Purity: Unlocking New Testament Culture (Downers

Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2000), pp. 19-20 n. 4, argues that Judaism is significantly affected by
surrounding cultures in the period immediately prior to the writing of the Christian Scriptures, so
that the culture of the New Testament documents should be considered Mediterranean rather than
Semitic as such. Whether this can be stated dogmatically or still needs qualification, the point is well
taken that the surrounding cultures formed a rich brew with mutual infusion, affecting each other to
varying degrees. L. 1. Levine, *Synagogue Leadership: The Case of the Archisynagogue’, in Jews in
a Graeco-Roman World, ed. M. Goodman (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1998), pp. 93-111 (pp. 3-4),
differs somewhat and argues for continuing distinctiveness and recognizability as well as similarities
between Jewish groups and their non-Jewish neighbours. Accordingly, aspects which can clearly be
considered common to the majority of these cultures will be referred to simply as Mediterranean,
taken to refer to the Greek, Roman, and Jewish backgrounds which are generally suggested as
having influenced Paul and the early Christian communities, including here the Pauline communities
of the PE.

¥ For a discussion on the difficulties of determining the history and existence of synagogues before 70
C.E., cf. R. Riesner, "Synagogues in Jerusalem’, in The Book of Acts in its Palestinian Setting, ed. R.
Bauckham, BAFCS 4 (Carlisle: Paternoster Press, 1995), pp. 179-211.
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