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GOULD, Alice Lawry (Mrs. Stephen Gould)

Born at Vinalhaven.
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ALICE LAWRY GOULD
Author of:
Flotilla

Insceription:

(On being asked to write something that would enhance the
interest in an sutographed book of poems fifty years from now)

Hush! Fifty years, Why is it grown so
st1117? :

In sudden silence, and alone, I peer

Down long and vasty corridors that

. stretch

Into a future no man living knows.

That these should be preserved - these
little moods,

These fragmentary bits of passing thought,

While struggles, yearnings, friendships,
crises, lives,

Falling like meteors into the deep,

Leave not a ripple where the

star-dust felll
Funny it 1s, and curious, and sad.

Departed years are strange; but those
not come
Are stranger, Birds will sing, and
Flowers smile
In the familiar places; the same trees
Will 1ift thelr dryad arms to the same sky;
Rocks will remain; the everlasting hills;
And the great changeless, ever changing
sea.

And friends - those loving ones
who read this now?

Ah, here or There, be kind to them,
dear God,

Within Whose faithful sight a
thousand years

Are but as yesterday when 1t
is past.

Signed Alice Lawry Gould
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In Book Form s Mrs. Alice Lawry Gould of Au-
burn, a Native of Vinalhaven

(By ALICE FROST LORD)

We may be all wrong about
it. Bates college niay have fur-
nished the world books of verse
which we either have not hap-

pened to see, or else -have thls
moment forgotten,

But the chances are good that
this headline is correct; that to

- Mrs, Alice Lawry Gould of Au-
burn, belongs -the distinction of
. being the first graduate to. set
forth her songs in a little volume
such as is now finding favor on
the book-stalls this season.

So it is that “Flotilla” is
heralded on the Bates campus
with eager interest; and it is
“Flotilla” that is. the especial
pride of the Class of '17, of which
Alice Lawry from Vinalhaven
was a member, before ever she
became Mrs, Stephen P. Gould.

Other Bates Versifiers

Of course, there have been other
‘Bates versifiers,

Many a student has written, for
better or worse, for the old “Bates’
Student.”

Spofford Club members - have
launched their ‘poesy crafts on the
troubled sea of
criticism.

Odes and class poems have been
turned out, ream upon ream, Com-
mencement after Commencement. -

College songs have been added to
the Bates collection. )

Alumni have now and then sent
verse to other magazines, which has
had its day of publicity.

But none, so far as we recall,
listened long enough to the muse to
warrant a book of poems, until this
modest offering comes to hand.

The Lady, Herself

After having experienced: the
quaint and somewhat startling sen-
sations attendant upon the Bowdoin
College Literary Institute lectures
of last spring, Maine lovers of
poetry may be excused if they fully
expect these folk to affect the ec-
centricities of genius,

But perhaps this pertains only to
the poet hard-boiled with success,
set-up’ by prize awards, and ideal-
ized, if not exactly idolized, as a
platform reader of self-made pro-
ductions. .

Not so, with the author of a first
venture, albeit it is surprisingly
good; and in the case of Mrs. Gould
We have a suspicion ,that time will
not taint the sweetness of this par-
ticular personality nor  mar the
charm of a modest and unassuming

manner.
"FLOTILLA

So many ships have set out!

It may be that some will come back

Laden with myrrh and cloth of gold,

With other treasures in the hold;-

But -bring they much, or-carge-lack,

The d'reammg rnattered most, no
.doubt.

undergraduate ]

| Erase the figures from the board

I No truth is lost: the fact remains

 The senses lie about the truth—

‘Stop all the clocks in all the world:

THE INVIOLATE .

' That eay that two and two are
four!

And will remain for ever more.

Stay the clock’s swinging pehdulum-
Mute and unmoving let it be;

They alter not eternity.

Silence the wise man and the seer
With ignorance and human will;
Make Galileos all recant:
The universe is moving still,

So let this body be erased,
These members cease from mortal
strife;

Nil desperandum: God is life!l

A Vinalhaven Setting

The Maine seacoast flavor haunts
the conversation of this young |
woman and the sog of the sea isan
undercurrent thru many of her
poems.

She is a native of Vinalhaven and
girlhood friend of another Vinal-
haven poet, already well-known,
Harold Vmal with whom she has
renewed her fuendshlp from sum-

|| mer to summer in these later years
' of literary success, up to the tlme

he went abroad.

Asked where she first received m-
spiration to write verse, Mrs. Gould,
in - her cozy home on ‘Auburn
IHeights, shook her head deprecat-
ingly. I Wwrote rhymes as a child,
and I have my mother to thank for
this little book; for it long has been
her cherished 'dream., Then I re-
member’ the first bit of my verse
which was ever published; a little

arody on the “The Last Rose of

ummer,” being about “The First
Rose.” It found publicity in the
Rockland Courier-Gazette, of which

' W. O. Fuller is still the kindly and

considerate editor.”
Other poems have been published
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