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Bozoome: How to Create Your Own Language

Cheyanne Bumgardner | Western Oregon University

Consonants and Vowels

Consonants

Consonant inventory: /bdfghjklmpstvzdngard3tf 6/
Click IPA symbols for audio

lManner/Place— Bilabial Labiodental Dental Alveolar Palato-alveolar Palatal Velar Glottal

Nasal m I)

Stop pb td kg
Affricate fd3

Fricative fv 00 Sz h
Approximant I j

Tap r

Lateral approximant 1

The World Atlas of Language Structures states that languages typically have around 20-30 consonant
sounds. There are 21 consonants in Bozoome because there are sounds not used as often as others
that were not deemed necessary. Sounds like /s/ and /t/ are common in many languages, whereas
sounds like /w/ are less common, and these observations influenced consonant choice. The consonants
in Bozoome were chosen because they are the most useful, can create a large variety of words, and are
most commonly used. Similar sounds in the language were used to avoid confusion, like /f/ and /v/ and
/p/ and /b/, because as minimal as the differences may seem, they impact the pronunciation of words
greatly. Bozoome also includes a variety of where the sounds are formed in the mouth. As you can see
on the chart, there are consonants in every section and in every manner.

Vowels

Vowel inventory: /feiou & a v/

Diphthongs: None The World Atlas of Langugge Structures
states that languages typically have
around 4-6 vowel sounds. There are 7

IPA vowel chart .
vowels in Bozoome because vowels are
i ] the “core” of the word and are very useful
Front s Central s Back y

when it comes to the creation of words.
This is a good contrast to the lower
number of chosen consonant sounds (21
on a 20-30 average). These specific vowel
sounds were chosen because they are
common and complement the consonant
choices, as well as to create a variety of
where the sounds are formed in the

front back

\_r ]
\

Near- high \
High- mid e
Mid \

Low- mid
\ mouth. As you can see on the chart, the
I L ae\ \ vowels are scattered widely throughout the
Low range.

Phonological Rule

Phonological Rule:
C > C[+voice]/ _ V

What does this mean?
Consonants followed by a vowel become voiced. A "voiced" sound means your vocal
cords vibrate when you produce the sound.

Example of Phonological Rule:
The English word “scoop” is sféyo /'sfad3o / in Bozoome. The consonant sound [d3]
becomes voiced because it appears after the vowel sound [a].

Morphology and Word Classes

Affixes

Noun morphology

Singular
Masculine man  gxQu /gasu/
Nominative
Feminine woman biuengu /bauenu/
Masculine man Su,fﬁ X uth Fu)o/
grauth /gasub/
Accusative Suffiz: <&)b /-o)b/
.. uffix: -(6)b /-(3
F
erminine | woman bxruengub /bauenub/

Plural
Suffix: -i /-i/
grQui /gasui/
Suffix: -e /-e/
bxuengue /bauenue/

Suffix: -(e)m /-(e)m/
grium /gasum/

Suffix: -(w)th /-(u)6/
bruenguth /bauenu6/

women

Bozoome has two grammatical genders: masculine and (nm) feminine nouns (nf). This choice for
genders was made to encourage simplicity during a complicated step of language creation. The nm
and nf affixes were chosen because they allow categorization of nouns into classes. It is less
confusing to have only nm and nf rather than also including noun neuter (nn), because this means
there are only two options when it comes to affixes for masculine and feminine noun classification.

C
Personal pronouns ase
Nominative Accusative Genitive
Ist.sc I ong /an/ me om /om/ mine oth /20/
2ND.SG you sfuy /sfudz/ you sfuth /sfud/ yours sfoy /sfadz/

3rD.sG he/she/it mas /mas/ him/her/it mes /mes/ his/hers/its me /me/

Dative
to me ong ming /ey moy/
to you sfuy mlng /sfudz moy/

to him/her/it mas ming /mas muoy/

Ist.PL we giay /gieds/ us gioy /giodz/ ours giay /gisedz/ to us giay ming /gieeds mon/
2ND.PL yOu mith /ms6/ you mith /mi@/ yours may /mgsj/ to you mith ming /ms6 mon/
3rp.pL they doéz /daz/ them deth /deB/ theirs ddu /dsa/ to them d6z ming /daz muoy/
Verbs
Indicative mood
Past Present Future
studied study will study
Suffix: -o /-o/ Suffix: -(u)é /-(u)o/ Suffix: -(6)ng /-(@)n)/
1st.sg P PR N .
yiio /jso/ yd /jsd/ yang /jon/
9 Suffix: -(a)yro /aejra/ Suffix: -(a)ng /~(ae)y/ Suffix: -(Q)p /~-(@)p/
nd.sg . .. N - .
yayro /jojra/ yang /jon/ yuap /jop/
3rd.s Suffix: -(0)ppi /eppi/ Suffix: -(u)th /-(WO/ Suffix: -(a)du /eedu/
Perfective ~ 8 yappi /joppi/ yath /js6/ yadu /jodu/
1st.pl Suffix: -u /~u/ Suffix: -u /~u/ Suffix: -(Q)y /-(z)d3/
) yau /jsu/ yau /jsu/ yay /jedz/
Suffix: -u /-u/ Suffix: -i /-i/ Suffix: -(wWr /-(u)c/
2nd.pl . A P
yau /fjou/ yai /fjoi/ yar fjorc/
3 Suffix: -(a)ng /-(ee)y)/ Suffix: -(Wy /-(Wdg/ Suffix: -(8)r /-(d)r/
rd.pl N . P P
yang /jon/ yay /jedg/ yar fjoc/

Word Classes

Adjective = noun = suffix -0

Noun — adjective = suffix -s

Noun — verb = If ends with vowel: suffix -ms

Else: suffix -epla

Verb — noun = suffix -i0

Verb — adjective = If ends with vowel: suffix -s

Else: suffix -ad

Adjective — adverb = suffix -i

One who Xs (e.g. paint — painter) = If ends with vowel: suffix -z
Else: suffix -iz

Place of (e.g. wine = winery) = If ends with vowel: suffix -{f
Else: suffix -ez

Diminutive = If ends with vowel: suffix -re

Else: suffix -a6u

Augmentative = If ends with vowel: suffix -biae

Else: suffix -ipi

nm = suffix -a&

nf = suffix -u

It was determined that speakers or
readers of Bozoome could identify a
word’s class by looking at the suffix
attached. Nouns can be pluralized,
meaning they can be more than an
individual. Masculine nouns can be
made by attaching the suffixes -i or -
(e)m, as the suffixes denoting
nominative and accusative classes,
respectively. The feminine
equivalents are -e and -(u)th.
Additionally, masculine nouns on
their own have an ending vowel of
/el and feminine nouns have an
ending vowel of /ul/.

Western Oregon
UNIVERSITY

Word Creation Strategies

1.) Addition — Compounds: Combining two words together to create one new word.
Example:

Amayrebpu (idiot) + yubémith (proof) = Amiyrebpuyubdémith

In English, "Amayredpuyubdmith" translates to "idiotproof."

In a Sentence:

“Anyone who says furniture building instructions from IKEA are amiyre6puyubémith is lying.”

2.) Initialism
Example:
Rabpa Hobstdy Ipa becomes RHI

In English, RHI translates to “Region Specific Weather”

3.) Change — Eponyms: A noun created after which something has been named.
Example:

evethdng (eager)

In this case, “eager” is an eponym for "Cheyanne"

In a Sentence:

“That’s a very Cheyanne thing to do.” This means “That’s a very evething/eager thing to do.”

Syntax and Phrase Structure (PS) Rules

Constituent Order: Subject, Object, Verb
Phrase Structure Rules: 1. )NP - DET N |[2.)VP —- (NP)V (P)|3.)S — NP VP
NP = Noun Phrase, DET = Determiner, N = Noun, VP = Verb Phrase, V = Verb, P = Preposition, S = Sentence

Sentence Examples:
1. English: The dog caught the stick.
Bozoome: Sfong ozu sfong sfov foblidppi.
DET N DET N \Y

2. English: The horse ate the carrot.
Bozoome: Sféng zasteppihia sfong dezdu ngombppi.
DET N DET N V

3. English: The fish swam to the rock.

Bozoome: Maz tdyu maz ethangothopa émbuppi mas mang.
DET N DET N \Y P

Key Points for Language Creation

Phonetic variety and complementary when choosing consonants and vowels

Testing phonological rules within various circumstances

Phonological syllable, onset, and coda distinctions

Grammatical (nf, nm, nn) versus natural gender (the expected gender of a word) for affixes
Testing word creation strategies within various circumstances

Following the chosen constituent order closely to avoid confusion when using phrase structure rules
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