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Physical and Chemical Analysis in Archaeology (XVI)

Measurement of Total Amounts of Cinnabar found in Handayama

No.1 Tumulus in Ibogawa—cho, Hyogo Prefecture.

Hiroyuki Yasuda, Yumi Imura

Handayama No. 1 Tumulus located in Ibogawa-cho, Hyogo Prefecture, Japan, was

constructed in 3~4 century A.D.. It was found that the soil under the rotten wooden

coffin in the burial mound contained very small amount of cinnabar (HgS). Photometric

determination of Hg®" with dithyzone was applied to quantitative analysis of the
cinnabar. Total amount of 7.8 g cinnabar (s.g. 8.1) was measured in the 1434g soil of
the burial mound. This result newly indicates that a small amount of cinnabar was

dedicated to the dead on the funeral service in 3~4 century A.D..
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