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When the People of San Miguel Were Going to Separate from Ixtahuacán
San Miguel is a hamlet of Santa Catarina Ixtahuacán located in the piedmont area of the Pacific coast.  Many 
years ago the people of San Miguel found the statue of Saint Michael the Archangel in the mountains.  They said 
the statue was miraculous.  For that reason they wanted to separate from Ixtahuacán and form their own munici-
pality with a church to house the saint they had found.  The people from Ixtahuacán did not want San Miguel 
to separate.   A large number of people from Ixtahuacán arrived in San Miguel and there was an armed conflict.  
Many were wounded and some were killed.  Many of the people of San Miguel fled, and went to live in the nearby 
plantations there on the coast.  San Miguel did not manage to separate from Ixtahuacán.

Cuando la gente de San Miguel se iba a separar de Ixtahuacán
San Miguel es un caserío de Sta. Catarina Ixtahuacán ubicado en la boca costa.  Hace muchos años que los ha-
bitantes de San Miguel encontraron una imagen de San Miguel en la montaña.  Ellos decían que ese santo era  
milagroso.  Por eso, ellos querían separarse de Ixtahuacán y formar su propio municipio con una iglesia para  el 
santo que habían encontrado.  Los de Ixtahuacán no quisieron que los de San Miguel se separaran del pueblo.  
Una  muchedumbre de Ixtahuacán llegó allá en San Miguel, y hubo un conflicto armado.  Varios resultaron heri-
dos y algunos fueron matados.  Muchos de los habitantes de San Miguel se huyeron, y fueron a vivir en las fincas 
cercanas allá en la costa.  Resultó que San Miguel no logró independizarse de Ixtahauacán.



Project Background
The stories and rituals included in this collection were collected between 1968 and 1973.  All of them are narrated 
in the K’iche’ Maya language of Guatemala with almost all of the narrators speaking the Nahualá-Santa Catarina 
Ixtahuacán dialect of that language.
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