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knyone can be a member of the Post
staff except maybe Sher. Brienen.

All
you have t6.-do is come to the meetings
and do one of the many different and
exciting tasks necessary for the
smooth operation of a paper like this.
You start work at nothing per hour,

and stay there. Everyone else is paid
the same. Ego gratification and good
karma are the fringe benefits.

Decisions are made collectively by
staff members at one of our regular
meetings. All workers have an equal
voice. The Post-Amerikan has no
editor or hierarchical structure, so
quit calling up here and asking who's
in charge.

Anybody who reads this paper can tell
the type of stuff we print. All
worthwhile material is welcome. We

M try to choose articles that are timely,
relevant, informative, and not avail-
able in other local media. We will
not print anything racist, sexist, or
ageist.

Most of our material and inspiration

for material comes from the community.

We encourage you, the reader, to
become more than a reader.

We welcome all stories and tips for
stories, which you can mail to our
office (the address is at the end of
this rap).

If You'd like to work on the Post and/
or come .to meetings, call us. The
number is 828-7232. You can also
reach folks at 828-6885 or ask for
Andrea at 829-6223 during the day.

You can make bread hawking the Post--
15¢ a copy, except for the first 50
copies on which you make only 10¢ a
copy. Call us at 828-7232. L

Mail, which we more than welcome,
should be sent to: The Post-Amerikan,
P.0. Box 3452, Bloomington, IL 61701.
(Be sure you tell us if you don't want
your letter prlnted‘ Otherwise it's
likely to end up in our letters column.

GEO0D NUMBERS

Alchoholics Anonymous--828 5049

American Civil Liberties Union--452-4831
| Clare House (Catholic Worker)--828-4035

Community for Social Action--452-4867

Countering Domestic Violence (PATH)--827-4005

Dept. of Children and Family Services--829-5326

Dept. of Health, Education and Welfare (Soclal
S¢curity Admin. )--829-9436

 Dept. of Mental Health--828-4311
| Gay Action/Awareness Union--828-6935

G ay National Educational Switchboard--
800-227-0888

Gay People's Alliance (ISU) 829-7868

HELP (Transportation for handlcapped and sr.
citizens)--828-8301

Il. Lawyer Referral Service--800- 252 8916,

Kaleldoscopep-828-7346

Lighthouse--828-1371 ,

McLean County Health Dept. --829-3363

McLean County Mental Health Center--827-5351

Men's Rap Group--828-6935

(meals for shut-ins)--828-8301

National Health Care Services (abortion assist-
ance in Peoria)--691-9073

National Runaway Switchboard--800-621-4000
in Illinois--800-972-6004 (all 800 #'s toll free)

Occupational Development Center--828-7324

PATH (Personal Assistance Telephone Help)--
827-4005 i

Parents Anonymous--827-4005 (PATH)

Planned Parenthood--827-8025

Post-Amerikan--828-7232

Prairie State Legal Aid--827-5021

Project OZ--827-0377

Public Aid, Mclean Cnty. Dept. of--827-4621

Rape Crisis Line--827-4005 (PATH) 1

SAW (Student Association for Women, ISU)——
438-7619

Small Changes Alternative Bookstore--829-6223

Sunnyside Neighborhood Center--827-5428

Tele Care--828-8301

Unemployment Compensation/Employment
Office--827-6237

United Farmworkers Support Group--452-5046

Women's Switchboard--800-927-5404 =

Attention Poets !

Poat, Lellen

BLOOMINGTON

Book Hive, 103 W. Front

Eastgate IGA, at parking lot exit
The Joint, 415 N. Main

Medusa's Bookstore, 109 W. Front
The Back Porch, 402 1/2 N. Main
The Book Worm, 310 1/2 N. Main
South West Corner--Front & Main
Mr. Quick, Clinton at Washington
Downtown Postal Substation,

Bl. Post Office, E. Empire (at exit)
Devary's Market, 1402 W. Market
Harris' Market, 802 N. Morris
Hickory Pit, 920 W. Washington
Biasi's Drug Store, 217 N. Main
Discount Den, 207 N. Main

U-I Grocery, 918 W. Market
Kroger's, 1110 E. Oakland

Bus Depot, 523 N. East

The Wash House, 609 N. Clinton
Bi-Rite, 203 E. Locust -
Man-Ding-Go's, 312 S. Lee
Mel-O-Cream Doughnuts, 901 N. Main

Mr. Donut, 1310 E. Empire J

Doug's Motorcycle, 1105 W. Washington
K-Mart, at parking lot exit
; Small Changes Bookstore, 409A N. Main
) Lay-Z-J Saloon, 1401 W. Market
Pantagraph Building (in front)
North East Corner--Main & Washington

NORMAL

University Liquors, 706 W. Beaufort
Redbird IGA, 301 S. Main

Mother Murphy's 111 1/2 North St.
Ram, 101 Broadway Mall

Eisner's, E. College (near sign)
Divinyl Madness, 115 North St.
Bowling and Billiards Center, ISU
Baker's Dozen Donuts, 602 Kingsley

Cage, ISU Student Union
Midstate Truck Plaza, Route 51 North
Upper Cut, 1203 1/2 S. Main

OUTTA TOWN

Galesburg: Under The Sun, E. Main St.

Monmouth: Head's Up

Peoria: That Other Place, NE Adams

Sound Warehouse 3217 N. University

Decatur: Coop Tapes and Records,
1470 Pershing

Springfield: King Harvest Food Coop,

1131 S. Grant Ave. East

Urbana: Horizon Bookstore, 517 S.

Goodwin

We Post folks have decided to start
printing poetry again. Perhaps you
can remember, or maybe you have
forgotten, or it could be that you
never even knew---but, a long time
ago, the Post printed poetry. Because
it is so difficult to decide what
makes a poem ''good'" or '"bad,' the old
policy was very flexible--all poems
were accepted and printed. However,
due to a lack of space and some very
questionable material, the whole
subject of poetry was dropped. Nobody
wanted the responsibility of '"judging"
the ‘poetry and a collective decision
was impossible.

Well, whether it be masochism or a
hunger for power, I don't know, but I
have suggested that the Post bring
back poetry, and I have accepted the
ongoing responsibility of sorting
through all the poems submitted. To
overcome the old difficulties, we had

Imagination
is seizing
power

Andrea’s favorite graphic °P® 4

Phoebe:

because we won't be returning poems

cLASS/FRIED

ADS

We still love you.

to come up with a new policy, so
basically, here's how it works: after
all the poems are read, I will choose
the ones I think should be printed.
The decisions will not be a judgment
of ''good" or 'bad,' but a decision based
on the appeal the material would have
to the readers of the Post. The poems
I have chosen will be sent to the
staff for a final reading, so the
final decision will not be made by a
single person.

We think this is the best way for us

to get poetry back in the paper, and

that a few poems each month are better

than none at all. Send your poetry to iP
the Post-Amerikan, P.0. Box 3542,
Bloomington, IL, 61701. (Keep a copy,
sent to us.) @

--V. Laszlo

Wanted: 3-4 bedroom house for 4 °
working adults with pets. 828-0368@

CAMERA: Yashica FX-2 SLR w/case.
Yashica f2.8 135 mm lens.
Automatic flash. Excellent
condition. $250.00 Phone--
828-8988.

*Any women interested in forming a

WOMEN'S HEALTH COLLECTIVE, call Susan

or Julie at 828-7192.@

J S T T A

come home. <i-———-———

Please

SR



Upt|ght parents fail
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to shut down NCHS play

L1ke a- cold little hand ‘on-:the 'shoul-
der when you thought you were -alone,
The Bad Seed does- kinda give ya the
creeps.
be bounced from the boards at Normal
‘Community ngh School7

No; the Unit 5 Board decided, even
though 53 parents asked for the can-
cellation of the play and the Panta-
graph editorial called: it ''gamey."

When the parents complained to the
vschool board Feb. 19, the kids had-
been rehearsing  the play for two
weeks. The "hells' and '"damns' had
already been axed from the-script--
such language wasn't the problem.:
‘No, “the parents complained .of the
subject matter and the theme not be-
:ing suitable, and they said:the young
“actors 'could not possibly be com- -
fortable' -with the roles.

In a blinding flash of common sense,
the school -board decided that its
members should read the'play and re-
convene to.discuss the issue. A
weekylater, the board heard several

speeches by students and parents de- .

fending the production, and then:
voted -5-1 to go on with the show.
Each board member, : though, vowed
“that they -didn't ‘1like the play.

As soon as I heard - of the little
drama summarized above (which,.in
itself, wouldn't make a bad high
school play), I.was ready to jump
into the fray, since 1'm a teacher,
' writer, and would be corrupter of
youth.

I remembered that‘the play was about
a thoroughly evil child who commits
murders, but.I couldn't rémember
anything ”gamey"--anyth1ng :that

4 would cause such a:strong parenta]

4 reaction.:
by William-March and the 1955 play
adapted from it by Maxwell Anderson.

I wanted to check out thlS unsu1t~’f
able subJect ‘matter.

I'm VETY suspicious when adults want:
to protect young people from some
literary work ¥

8§

A lot of tlmes they claim it's the,_‘,;

sexual content they object to, but I
don't believe it. - I'm thinking of
Catcher in the Rye and Grapes of
Wrath, two books that adults have -
tried to keep out of high school 1i-
braries. I don't think for a minute
that the mild, ‘indirect sexual con--' "

tent of these books is what offends:

I think it's the strong, direct,
anti-authoritarianism of their mes-
sages that sends grown- ups running
for the ‘blue penC1ls

So my thoughts as I read The Bad ‘Seed
were, '"What's .in here that's 5o
threaten1ng to adults? What  is it”
that they won't even mention, calling
it unsuitable and distasteful?"

I found- four poss1b111t1es

First,
there is a sympathet1c (though' eccen-
tric) character who's a devotee-of
psychoanalysis. 'In one scene, She"

But does.that mean it should -

So I read the 1954 novel -

mentions that her psychoanalyst a
friend of Freud's;. thinks' that homo-
sexuality is a matter of personal
.preference, not:- morality or mental
sickness.” That's all. No one sup-
ports her-statement, no one agrees
with:it, it's just there. Or not
there--I wouldn't be surprised if

Mrs. Breedlove's reference to.gayness

got slashed: long before the parents
got-hold of the play.

The other:three possibilities have to

do with the way the play presents
ideas that challenge the way we 11ke
" to thlnk of things.

We like, for exanple; to think of
children . as innocent: !'trailing

clouds of glory," as Wordsworth says-.

"< The -Bad Seed says it ain't neces-
Sarily so. The child, Rhoda; has
been unemot10na1 acqu151t1ve, and
calculating ever ‘'since she was able
to express herself--and-her parents
are aware of 'it.

very_well) It is chilling.

* But. is: 1t gamey7

We: also like to think that we are

" ‘the masters of our fates,the-captains

of ‘our - souls. No way,\says The- Bad
Seed. The child; it turns out;:
uncompromlslngly evil.because. her, .
- mother is actually the daughter of a
‘renowned mass. murderess.
Christine, doesn't find out her true
parentage till near the ‘end of 'the"
play, and then accepts-the idea that
she: has unwittingly carried “the bad

her daughteér. - And while.we're will-
ing to say. that.we inherited our

in both the novel and the play“

: thus| contaminating’ the water.

. sense of humor from a grandfather, -
| our green thumb from mom and our v
- mathematical ability from Aunt Clytie °

.in ‘Arkansas, we don't:want-.to‘think
that bad ‘character traits are .passed
) along genetlcally It's disturbing.

“But 15 1t unsu1tab1e7

F1na11y, we like to think that good
triumphs over evil, and it doesn't
in ‘the play Ihg Ead Seed.  ‘(However;
in the 11956 movie version, -little
“Rhoda’.is struck down by lightening

in“the 'end, no doubt to the-horror of

W1111am March and Maxwell Anderson.)
In: the novel and "the "play, Chr1st1ne

She feels no affec-
tion, .no remorse, and only acts sweet
-and charming as a ‘screen (and does it

The mother,

seed'" and passed.evil.traits:-dleng to

tries to:kill both Rhoda ‘and herself;

she does commit suicide;, :but Rhoda

recovers from her overdose .of sleep-
ing pillsand, it's implied,
kill another day. TIt's creepy.

But is it offensive?

Is it unsuitable to expose young
people to ideas about life that we
find di%concerting? Of course not.
‘No..one's going to perish or become. a

degenerate from pondering a couple of

weird ideas: (or I,
know it).

for one, would

And if We'revgoing»to talk dbout.
weird, unsuitable ideas, how about

the run of the mill high school: play,
in which lovely girl meets .handsome . .

boy and after; a few.minor complicat-
ions (he gets mad for two days be-.
cause she didn't show up. to watch

him play ‘in the Big Game because she -
broke a-fingernail at the last minute

and simply couldn't go out in pub-

lic),. they pledge lifelong loyalty to

one another,' and supposedly get mar-
ried and live ‘happily evér dfter?:
_.Now that's offensive to the high
- school ki ds'-lntelllgence and to
their acting-ability, but I've never
heard of parents ob3ect1ng to such

plays. ; RIS

In contrast,
‘positive qua11t1es as Elgh school
play.. It has 1ntellectual content,
whether we 1like it or not.

In fact, ‘the-roles have:a :depth that
makes: use of the actors' talents: dand
energies instead of 'insulting them.
And, very importantly, most of these

- challenging roles in The Bad Seed .
~are for female actors, who so often
find themselves cast as minor, stock
characters in. plays which focus. on
men.

So fortunately, the show will go on,
and-audiences who are looking for a
‘hearty. chuckle- over the romantic

antics of a dizzy blonde.can-wait for

the next Doris Day/Rock Hudson rerum
on TV.® ’ :

.. --Phoebe Caulfield

Post-note: I wrote this article be-
fore the play‘was performed,

The rape of the Black HI"S

Once agaln ‘white America is tak1ng
‘away Indian’ land and killing the
native people It ‘began when the:
Governor of South Dakota recently
" abolished all- of the State .
Environméntal ‘Protection ‘Agencies.
Since this meant that no énviron-

" mental impact statements had to be.

filed,; ‘Union Carbide -and the Tennessee
Valley Authority (TVA) decided to
resume uranium mining projects in
South Dakota- that they had abandoned

',1n 1972.

One m1111on acres of land are now ;
under exploratlon in the Black Hills
area, with over 100,000 ‘acres already
staked out in cla1ms M1n1ng is
scheduled to begin|this spring. The
TVA plan five major pit mines, three
ofiwhich will divert water from the
Cheyenne River and jpump it back in--
Besides
trashlng the water) uranium mining
1eaves‘beh1nd ;piles of radioactive:
m111 tal s to blow freely:; in the

“wind.

‘ (See Post, V.7, #9 p. 16.)
Plenty of mill-tainings are still
left over from the last mining
pr03ects :

‘The Black Hllls are ‘sacred to the.
. ~Dakota ‘people.
‘"Hills” would-mean  the end of their

To destroy the Black

history as ‘a mation. . The Black Hills

belong :to .the. ‘Dakotas under. 1868 Fort. .

Laramie Treaty. The United States
has'ioffered the Indians $17 5:million
for the Black Hills--the prlce the

.land-might-have been worth:in 1868.
‘But ‘the Black Hills are not for sale,

and ‘the Indians continue to struggle
for the full possession of thelr own
land.® . : \

f-Arielle‘beaf,fﬁh':' -

Post Note--For more information‘on:,,v

this subject see the Late Winter
edition, Vol. 11, no. I of’Akwesasne:
Notes. '

lives to

The Bad Seed has several

It avolds"
sicky-sweet romance, and ‘the result-
ing ‘stereotyped roles for the actors.

i




Vets
uncover
local

cell

The K1ngsley_Communists have been
found out! This-ultra-secret group
of Bolsheviks has apparently been
organizing in Bloomington-Normal for
many years. " They were so fiendishly
clever in their infiltration of our
community that théy managed to take
over an ‘entire neighborhood:  they:
all live along Kingsley and Center
Streets. .

The credit for exposing this unknown
Red Menace belongs to Leslie A.
Smith, a dedicated Commie fighter
who poses as:a member of the Combined
Veterans Organizations (CVO) of
McLean County. Although the POST
has not-been able to discover Smith's
real credentials, it's -apparent that
he's an agent cf either the FBI or
the CIA. How else could he come up
with-the brilliant strategy that- he-
fused  to unearth the dirty Commies:in
our midst?

Here's how Smith. .(an obvious cover
name) did it: = once he determined
that ‘the beds in, the Center-Kingsley
‘area .all had Communists under them,
he got his front group, the CVO, to
ask that the names: of the streets be
changed to Veterans Drive. The 'CVO
pretended that they wanted the name
as a '"living memorial” to vetérans
from the twin cities. They proposed
;that Veterans Drive begin at College
AVenue in Normal and continue
through Bloomington to ‘the National
Guard Armory at 1616 S. Main, where
Center St. couples back into Main:

City officials must have been’;in"on
the Red-baiting scheme, since .they
rappeared to give serious. consider-
ation to-:changing the names of ‘these
‘streets. 'And, as Smith and his co-
horts must have knpwn; it was just
‘too much for the anti-American Reds
to take. "They:blew their middle-
class. cover by obJectlng to the

B name* change | :

i Every single one'of the Center-

f Kingsley residentsi surveyed by. the
Daily Pdntagraph (2-19-79) was
agalinst.re-naming their streets!

The. Klngsley Communists. claimed that
the main reason behind their op-

| position was the expense and hassle
# they would have :to go .through to
change ‘their personal business re-

§ cords. - One godless Commie  even went
! so far as to say that "Kingsley is

f a nicer sounding name." ,

f But LeélieISmith exposed these dee-
perate lies for the Communist prop-

Post-Amerikan page 4

commumst

or (217) 528-9125.@

YIPPIE
Conference

The Illinois State YIPPIE Conference
will be held Saturday and :Sunday,
April 7 and 8, in Springfield.

“There will be: discussions about
state and national smoke-ins, YIP
benefits, and the building of mid-
west solidarity. Information will
also be given on the national YIP
conference -in New, York.

We neeéd your participation to make
Illinois a . political front.in fight-
ing the.ever-repressive government
trying to:snuff YIP. All ideas are
welcome! : :

TSpringfield YIP af 2734% 3. Glenwood,

the house in the alley of Summit. and
Glenwood, right across from old YIP
house. Floor space will be avail-
able. Phone info: (217) 789-4355

Other
midwest
actions

May 4: Mifflin St. Block Party,

~Madison, Wisconsin

May 11l: Columbus- Smoke-In, OSU.Oval
infos YIP, POB 8234, Columbus, Ohio,
L3201 (614)291 2936

May-13¢: = Mother's Day Smoke-In, Bfing

‘is diabolically subtle:

~than he's dlready been:

your mother! ~‘info: Box 166 Wright
‘Bros.. ‘Station; Dayton, Ohio.

May 13-18:
chiatric Association Convention,
Conrad Hilton, Chicago info: YIP,-

Disrupt the American Psy-

POB 87254, Chlcago, 1L 60626 (312)
 764-1909
June 9: Rock Against Racisml Lincoln
Park -info: Chicago YIP P
June 23:: Chicago Smoke-In  info:
Chicago YIP® :
daganda: that.-they were. "I feel any;‘\,

one who . opposed it is :communistic,"

*he told :the Pantagraph. One.of:the
" Kingsley residents, a Mrs. Henry

Miller, is the wife of a veteran,
but th t didn't fool Smith. He |
knows agents of the Kremlin usually
hide behind :such respectable‘images.
He cut‘right through Mrs. Miller's
cover with his relentless logic:

"If they're patriotic, they will not
oppose~it. ‘A true patriot would be
glad i c :

Smlth and thé CVO don t plan to stop
with the Kingsley ‘Reds. ‘They're out
to expose a11 the Commles 1n ‘the =
area. , . ,

They've: now.proposed: that Belt Line
Road be:re-named:Veterans Drlve

This use of the name- change . tactlc
‘rsince’'no. -
one lives along the Belt Line, ob-
jectors will not be able to ¢laim
inconvenience as their reéason for .
opposing the change. All opposition
will clearly be  Communist inspired.

And, indeed, thé Belt Line ploy has
already flushed more Red birds out
of ‘the underbrush.'  The POST-AMER-
IKAN has learned that some wierdo
hippie pinko freaks have actually
suggested that the name of the Belt
Line not be changed to ‘Veterans

‘Drive: but that it be renamed -War

Resisters Drive, in honor of- the
real heroes of ‘the Vietnam conflict.

Leslie Smith,hasn't yet given his

reaction to this ‘idea, but whatever
heé says, he couldn't p0551b1y be
any more perceptive ‘and i intelligent
- “And’ who
knows what other Commie-hunting
tricks he has up his. patriotic

sle Watch ‘out, alliyou'McLean

'_County Marx1sts--Your street could

be next! ®

- <Ferdydurke

| event,

- Mgoists,

‘Thousands
protest
mid-winter
death

sale

Despite ‘snow and subzero: temperatures,
thousands of protesters made their way
to ‘the town of Rosemont, Illinois, on
Feb. 18 to .demonstrate their
opposition and outrage at.a thing
called "Defense Technology '79," a
military conference and arms trade
fair. This so-called arms bazaar ran
from Feb. 18-21.

People' in: the area had been ‘trying: for
many months to stop this '‘bizarre"
and: as a.result, many

exh1b1tors had: dropped out. But :

"unfortunately there seems: .to be no

shortage of merchants for death. :The
show went on.

It was a glorious sight to see those
folks out there marching in- the snow.
They .carried signs and: colorful -
banners:: ‘'"Make ‘love, not warheads'';
"Cowards hide behind ‘guns“and
leaders."

' The protesters included people- of all

different beliefs ‘and backgrounds.
The Yippies were there right along
with the Christians, the Nazis, the
the no-nukes groups,; and the
Socialist Workers' Party. It was a -
gas. :

One could easily spot: the death
merchants because they were ‘the only
fools ‘carrying brief cases .and
wearing trench coats. .They. were
greeted with loud chants urging them
to stop -the arms race and save the
human race. Silly. protesters. 1
guess they:don't know that so far no
dollar value has been placed on human
life, so their: suggestlon is 51mp1y
not profitable.

This weird event is an .other example

~0f good ‘ole American capitalism going

too-far. = The US sells ‘weapons to
countries~all over the world just to
make a buck. ' Then the government
tells wus that we need more nuclear
warheads because all of these other
countries now have the power ‘to
destroy us.. It's just a silly little
game between the world governments
and the weapons .industry, but our:
lives ‘are at stake.

—-Arlelle ‘Leaf

"{4 1ekad </

Some facts on U.S. ‘involvement in the

arms race.

1) The United States-has at least
31,000, nuclear warheads which is the

‘ equ1va1ent of 625,000 Hiroshima type
‘bombs:. .

2).  The U.S. is selling weapons to
some of the most repressive
governments in -the world. In the
1950's and 60's U.S. foreign arms
sales to the Third World countries
averaged $230 million a year. - In 1978

.. they were $11 billion.

SRR




Hosp|ta|s requlred to provide
~some free care to poor people

¢ o3ed uey TJIouy-180d

Have you ever been overburdened by 3. A-hospital may advise the state
medical expenses7 If so, you'll be ‘ agency that the proposed level of
interested in Title VI Of the Publlc ‘ free or low: charge care will be
Health Service Act. ' .- equal to-or greater than the sum
i e ; B ‘ : obtained by subtracting Medicare
This specific title is known as:the - and:-Medicaid reimbursement from
Hill-Burton Act, and it has been .in "' . the facility's operating costs
existence since July 22, 1972. The and then taking 3% of the remainder.
Hill-Burton Act defines certain _ (This means that the sum of money that
responsibilities of hospitals, long- ~.will be used for free services will
‘term care facilities, outpatient be -equal to 3% of ‘the hospital or
facilities, rehabilitation facilities, = facilities operating costs minus
and public health centers which . payments made by med1care or
receive financial- assistance. from r medicaid.)
a.-federal grant, loan, ‘or loan
guarantee. 4, 'If the hospital contends ‘it is
) . . . . . unable to meet. one of the above
Hospitals assisted in this way are-. - options, that facility may submit to
-required by law to provide free or the state agency a detailed
low charge services to people who account of the extent of free or-
are unab}e'to pay therr expenses. ““low charge services it is currently
Each facility or hospital must .providing and- proposes to provide.
choose one of the following options- . In such ' cases the state agency will
to determine how much money it will establish, ‘'under procedures -
devote to_free or partially free established by this act, a level of
services: oo free 8rdlgw cﬁarge services to be
o rovide the facility. This
1. A hospltal may certlfy to the gimply meagsﬂthat if thg hogpital igroiggg gg %zanQQHe wzﬁ 5 qualified
state agency (I1l. Dept. of Public = . does not choose a way in which to hospitals consider gﬁeh tﬁ
Health) that it will not exclude . provide free services the state health and medical 1nc ings as
any person from admission because .= ~will pick one for them.]) personal. and famil bt £
~the person can't pay for needed L o famil and K 1n§ome, size ©
services.  .It-must make free ori | These procedures are watched by Y, and any other financial
affordable services available to -~ the Illinois Department of Public . resources and obligations of the
these people. ' (They also have’ Health. . : o patient or .family.
the obligat to : o ‘ s i
, thg Hlllggurggn Actngorm you of ‘ S R " If you feel you have been sllghted by

a hospital because of not being

aware of the Hill-Burton Act, Yyou

: have the legal right to request a
L copy of 'the hospital's procedure

providing this subsidy. Good 1luck
trying. to 'get something from the
hospital. - Probably the best way -
to find out ‘about a hospital's free
_serv1ce procedures is. to write or
visit the I1l. Dept. Of Public
Health at 525 West Jefferson St., .
{ Springfield /, T11. 62761. Talk or
_ address your 1etter to .Michael
Casstevens or Bob Bishop. ®

~ Transit management
mcompetent -=bus drwer

It's ‘amazing énough that the Transit System .

2. A hospital may advise the state
agency that its level of free or low -
charge care to persons: unable to
pay-will be equal to-or greater

than 10 percent. annually of the sum
of all Hill-Burton -assistance

received and still within the time
limitation. (This means that the
hospital must provide at. least an
amount equal to or greater than

°10% of the sum-of all-the money
used in. the state under the Hill-
Burton act.). ,

NOW SAY * 1 WILL
DAY MY BiLL
. PROMPTLY.

[y

lready fired Pet Why this switch'was made was a mystery to Peter Weber enjoys full use of the Transit Company
Board of ’I.‘rustees has not al reabytlre ; eter some; however,  those who know Weber know:that car. His wife has been seen frequently taking the
Weber as'1ts.k General Mana;ger, ut events now : his mother has been a personal friend of:Robert kids to school and domg her shoppmg in the
call forihls rrnmedlate rep \a}ceme‘nj . Tate and*family for-years. Nice to have friends, - . ... car. All gasohne is. prov1ded by the Tran81t ‘
o : L = s . isn't it ; i L System. L
Thursday morning, March 22, the local‘ radio ‘ : ‘ v C By ‘ e ‘ 0
station WIBC announced that Transit bus service =~"Now Peter Weber and Robert Tate have both - Peter Weber has been seen frequently usmg offlce‘

would be cut and some:bus: drivers would be laid

off. The Daily Pantagraph carried the more
complete stery of what was demded at the - i
Wednesday March 22 Transit Board meeting. I CAN'T SEE THIS FUSS ABoUT PUBLIC TRANSIT~
The meeting was. about cuts-in service and - BUS SERVICE| NOWADAYS EVERYBODY HAS A CAR!
about problems the System was having with the: = i
: fleet of new FMC coaches bought three years
ago.

-

been elected for three year terms. We can

hours tostudy for the‘ ISU courses he takes.
~expect history to repeat itself.

Employees have been unable to reach h1m because
he is too busy. ‘ :

Weber was ordered by the Transit Board not to
waste any. money f1x1ng the old company.car
(which had, continual problems until it retired
permanently) Weber spent over $200 dollars

- trying to.get it to run. = If he used "his" company
car only for transit busmess, perhaps they would
not need a second car.

All of the employees of the Transit System
~learned of the coming lay-off from the media
except two transit union officials. They Were
told not to say anything to anyone until the news
came via the media, and they complied.. :The
management personnel were furious the morning
of the announcement because they hadn't been
“told. - They weren't the only ones who were
angeys .

Most of the drivers learned about their posmble Weber and Tate bought the FMC bus fleet in

: Weber ordéred bus’ drlvers to-use the company
car to haul bus passengers even. after union
officers informed him that Illinois State law
required a special license for such purposes,
which the car did, not have.

Weber has t1med many bus routes S0 fast that;

lay-off from bus riders, a very nice way to spite of mechanics' warnings that they would be drivers must either speed to keep on schedule
learn that you might soon be unemployed. One buying junk. At that time they refused to be or face customer abuse and management
~ month ago Weber assured union offlclals that - - bothered with expert opinion and did not even ‘ “‘reprimand. Examples of this are the west
they would. get plenty of notice if there was to . hire a diesel consultant to examine the worth Normal leg .of the: Yellow G route, the middle
‘ be a layoff. | of the coaches. | Only 8 out 6£'20 FMC coaches Bloomington to downtown Normal leg of the

Green A route, the entlre Pink:D route, and

are reliable now, and they are quickly falling
= the ent1re Orange H route

I think Peter Weber is generally responsible apart..

for most of the Transit System's problems, but
the Transit Board Chairperson, Robert Tate,
must share this responsibility. Tate got Peter
his job. Three years ago Weber was appointed.
- general manager and the former manager,
Francis Bowling (Penny), was demoted to her
present job as Superintendent.of Transportatlon
that is, boss over the:drivers only.

Itis t1me that new management take over the
operation of our 01ty s bus system——so we w111
have a bus system S e Pl

Weber cannot get along with his chosen -~ ‘
management team. . Steven Whalen,: assistant.
manager, has given notice and is eagerly
awaiting a good job. at State Farm. The
mechanics' boss,  the Superfntendent of i
‘Maintenance, -has also quit; -and two of the
other office personnel have threatened to quit.




We of the Small Changes :Bookstore and
the Just Your Basic Vegetarian -
Restaurant collectlves are proud to
announce that we are. sponsoring a
Holly Near/J.T. Thomas concert here
on Tuesday, April-10." That afternoon,
ISU's Student Association for Women is
sponsoring a free Holly Near workshop.
(For more info on both events,  see .the
back page ad.)

what we know about Holly Near and J T.
Thomas.

Holly Near wasvborn and grew up on a
farm in California's Potter Valley.
IShe started singing and performing
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We would like %o ' share with you some of

countries:

Concert and workshop April 10

Holly Near & J. T. Thomas:

‘speaking to our special lives

when she was: seven, and’ also: began
writing her own songs early on.
Before she was 21, she had sung at
teas, weddings prisons, .mental
institutions, and clubs; . sung and

“danced in summer stock; and acted in

television, film, and on Broadway.

She has joked :in- concert about-all. the
political turmoil of the 60's not
making an. impact. on her until 1971,
when she. was 21. - She then joined the
Free the Army Show: and began to

pursu’ - a desire: to blend her art and
politics.,

In the PTA Show, Holly travelled with
Jane Fonda: to entertain G.I's: and ‘i

servicewomen who ‘were against the Viet:

Nam war and.racism.: The FTA Show
toured. Japan,. Okinawa, the
Philippines,'and Hawall.

When Holly returned to-the U.S., she
worked with the Indochina: Peace
Campaign, again.with:Jane Fonda. - She
now does:concerts and workshops
through :alternative networks, which
enables her to maintain. control of:

her art form as well as offer support

to women's cultural organizations, -
polltlcal_groups, and  schools.

Holly Near's lyrics show an incredible
understanding of the lives of many
different kinds. of.people--working:

‘people, people of color, péople of:

different nations, children, older.

~people, disabled people,. straight

women, lesbians, hippies, "crazy"
women, institutionalized women.. Her
music is dynamite.

"Holly performs for thousands of people

every year, 'both here and in other
Her recent concerts have

| NEW%PAPERS

[MAGAZINES

CREETING
CARDS

i been sporisored: by anti-nuke:organiza-
‘tions, lesbian mother ‘defense funds, ,

lesbian/gay rights groups, Native
American support commlttees, and.other -
groups doing progress1ve polltlcal
work.

’ Holly,records for Redwood Records, a-
- women' s recording- company, and ‘tours .

regularly-with J.T. Thomas. - She has
recorded four albums in ‘the past five
years. N
This is what Holly Near has to. say
about her choice to work .outside the
mainstream-music ‘industry: "I don't"
want .to be pushed ‘around like a ‘sporige

- soaking up money.that is'.then unequally
‘distributed between all the promoters...

- I like doing music that -speaks, to our .
- very special lives as we struggle on

this earth. I don't get very ‘excited
by songs‘that are:repeats of last’

year's:love -songs on:AM radio."

J. T. Thomas has also’ been involved'
- with music alt her life; playlng it
plano ‘since: she was: young‘ : T

~JeT. has been a composer in resldence

for-the last three years at The First -

All Children's :Theatre in New York

City,: for which .she has written .sever-

~al shows. ' J. T. ‘received’ an ASCAP :
Award for- her mus1cals.‘ e

One of her ambltlons s to oompose for

she travels ‘with Holly.. Even- without..
a piano, Js T. Thomas, who has perfect
pitch, comp0ses and rehearses in her_
head. : ‘ ' -

Ji.T. also played the piano on Holly -
Near's newest .album, :"Imagine My - .-
Surprise." T

I-went to the concert wherée J.T..and

- Holly first performed'together,'and it
was.a thrilling experience.- ' Holly had
realized only ‘at ‘the last minute that
her previous accompanist couldn't -
perform with her on that tours: 'Months
earlier on another tour,. she-had .met. -
.J+«T. Thomas and played music with her
for a few hours, not publicly. X

“‘When ‘Holly realized she was without an
accompanist, she remembered J.T., ‘who
had offered- to accompany: her when she
already :had an accompanist. ~They
arranged the tour by telephone from
opposite. coasts, and actually met with
little time to ‘rehearse before the :
.concert. "And-they were still wonderful
togethert I would never:have guessed
that they hadn't been performing to-
gether for months.

The promo ‘we-got -for “the Holly Near/
J.T. Thomas concert says that "J.T.
work with Holly Near is-: 1mpeccable,
moving to the moods of the singer asg,
if ‘they worked off of one s1ngJe
heartbeat.” " Which I think ls a llttle
corny, but trues =

A Near/Thomas concert is hot only an
1nsp1r1ng political experience, but:

ig also.a. complex, powerful,- pollshed
artistic experience. Those of us
working together to produce the concert
and workshop are tremendously excited
about bringing Holly and J.T. to -

- Bloomington-Normal, and’we hope you
will join us.on April 10.e N
—-Andrea Bauer

Broadway; .and she. continues to write asjf




Sl T

integrates

Anyone who has seen Holly Near and J. T. Thomas
in concert knows that it is a political and cultural .
experience. Those of us who have been working
to.-bring them to Bloomington now realize that
producing their-concert is also a political and
- cultural experience. What Ginny Berson of

Olivia Records said about their women's

recording company is also true of the Near/Thomas
concert: "Process is our most important product. "

We Small Changes women had been talking idly
for months about how neat it would be to sponsor
a Near/Thomas concert, but never dreamed
how easy it would be to get a booking. Then one
day, sparked by dire financial need and a spirit
of what-the-hell, SC and JYBVR wrote Near &
Thomas' agent in Washington D, C. (Roadwork)
and asked.

After some debate about how much of a financial
risk the Just Your Basic Vegetarian Restaurant
(JYBVR) folks would be taking we decided to

4 go ahead with it. (JYBVR has the intial money
to put up for the concert.)

Amy, the agent, began to send us lots & lots of
goodies in the mail, and we were talking to each
other on the phone a lot. We were amazed &
impressed by two things when we got the contract
& publicity information: their helpfulness & their
politics.

All the information is very detailed and thorough.
We got sample press releases and public service
announcements. We also got glossy photos &
biographical info about Holly & J.T. But
possibly the most life-saving thing we got is an
11-page booklet called "Concert Planning
Suggestions. "

The booklet, written by Holly & sent out by her
recording company (Redwood Records), starts
& closes with recognition that many of the groups
getting the booklet have never produced a concert
before (which is true for all but one of us
working on this concert).

One suggestion from Recwood's planning booklet
has been tremendously helpful in organizing

the concert. They propose that producers

divide the concert responsibilities into twelve
parts (tickets, lobby, publicity, etc.) and choose -
a coordinator for each area and a general
coordinator. I don't know how many coalition
meetings it would have taken us to figure out a
system on our own for dividing up the work.

The booklet includes detailed notes on each area
of responsibility. We were pretty overwhelmed
by the time we finished reading it. ("What have
we gotten ourselves into ?'"')

And then in the closing, just when we needed it,
came this comforting rap: "If this is your first
concert production, remember that no one ever
produced a concert before their first one. "

Progressive process

The lyrics of Holly Near's songs show a striking
awareness of both the many how's and who's of
oppression and of how beautiful and strong people
(especially women) can be when they're

fighting back. Her production notes & the
Near/Thomas contract reflect the same awareness.

First of all, Holly & J.T. (through their agent,
Amy, of Roadwork) were very flexible about
money, and very patient with us while we figured
out how .the contract could work from our end.
Although Small Changes and the veggies hope and
expect to make money, Holly asked that

we not bill the concert as a benefit. We are
paying her for the concert, and she thinks that

ISU's Student Association for Women is
sponsoring a free Holly Near workshop
at 1:00 on April 10 at ISU's Union. .
The workshop promises to be exciting
and inspiring. Don't miss it.

For more info on the workshop, see
this issue's back page.®

production "=
progressive politics

Changes women). Working with eleven other
people, many of whom I don't know very well,
4 has different problems & rewards from working
One of the requirements of the contract is that with 3 or 4 other women I see day-to-day.
people in wheelchairs be able to get into the ‘

concert building and its bathrooms. (Not exactly i
what you would find in, say, a Rolling Stones :
contract.) ‘This attitude parallels one of the
graphics on Holly's latest album, Imagine My
Surprise -- a picture of people in wheelchairs
protesting the showing of the movie '""Coming
Home" in a theatre not accessible to handicappe
folks.

Woman power

Redwood's notes strongly encourage produce
seize the concert as an opportunity for wome
do things they might not usually de and to learn
new skills. For instance, the following is f
the notes on concert logistics (section d., abe
sound):

this event be an occasion for some interes '

to begin developing sound skills. If you wo
a sound man, ask him to apprentice a wom
Make sure he understands that this means
want him to teach her skills... not just hayge
carry his equipement for him. "

We thought the idea of an apprentice was

excellent. At our concert, a woman and a man to analyze the collective process. We could all

study the basic three C's: collectives,
cooperatives, & coalitions.

with sound experience will be doing sound and
teaching two women who've never done it.

One of the things I like best about the way Holly,
-J.T., and Amy deal with producers is how they
try to balance the needs of the musicians,
producers, and the people paying to see the
concert. Here's what the Redwoed notes,
written by Holly Near, say about ticket price:

"Ticket price is always a problem. I feel it
should be calculated according to your community
custom combined with your projected production
costs. If there .are women who genuinely cannot
afford tickets, you may want to admit them free
or for whatever they can afford. The problem
with this is that sometimes it is the women who
can afford it who agk to get in free and truly

poor women are too proud to ask. This happens
because of lack of class and money consciousness.

""Some producers use a work exchange program
where if women do some work on the concert

" (leafletting, ticket sales, etc.) they can get free
tickets. Some producers keep advance sale
tickets the same price as at the door since any
other way puts at a disadvantage working people,
homebound mothers, elderly people and others
who either can't get to the advance ticket outlet
or who don't have cash in advance. If the artist
is working on a percentage basis, she should
have some input into decisions regarding ticket
price and free/comp tickets. I feel the artist
should have input into the ticket price regardless
of whether she is on a percentage basis or not,

The notes also include a statement that they have sihce if the community feels the ticket price is

been written "with the assumption that a core
group of women will be working together on

this concert/event." I think it's positive to
assume that women-only groups can and will be
handling all the technical decisions, even though
our coalition includes both men and women.

too high, she will be criticized for.it."

I'm very encouraged and inspired by the way
that Holly Near deals with being nationally
known and having a lot of power and influence in
feminist circles. The Near/Thomas contract,
for example, specifies that J. T. Thomas get
equal billing on the leaflets. And Holly's
anti-star stand comes through in her self-
description: cultural worker.

Working together

I also think it's neat that Redwood assumes that
Near/Thomas concerts will be produced some-
what collectively. I think a certain amount of audience/performer
split, competition and star mentality are,
unfortunately, still part of the counter-culture
and specifically, of women's culture. There
are probably other women who have talent,
consciousness, and energy comparable to that
of Holly Near (although I must confess I find it

Our decision-making coalition was at first made
up of the Small Changes women, the JYBVR folks,
some of the women from ISU's Student
Association of Women and Denny DeBourbon of
Bloomington's New Age Music. It's remained

basically the same, with lots of input from
some of the other people working on the
concert.

hard to imagine). In the next few years, few
of them will tour nationally. Few of them will
cut albums. Few of them will be able to reach

the number of people that Holly Near reaches.
I've realized, with something of a shock, that

working in a coalition drganized for just one
project is much differe nt from working in a
small ongoing collective (I'm one of the Small

-

It's wonderful to know that Holly Near herself
realizes this and is so strongly committed to

struggling for changes.® __Andrea Bauer




Just Your Basic Vegetarian Restaurant

We are a collective of five people

(3 womyn and 2 men) who are committed
to vegetarian lifestyles for a variety
of reasons.

Meat-eating, we feel, is oppressive
to animals. because it means they are
,needlessly slaughtered.

We believe it is oppressive to poor
people around the world because the
grain that is used to feed animals for
the rich to eat could be better used
to feed people.

It is becoming more apparent that
meat is not healthy food for humans.

All of these factors account for our -
vegetarianism.
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The advocate/cpf

Our restaurant collective grew out
of this commitment and our desire
to share it with our community by
making good, healthy, inexpensive
" vegetarian food available in

Bloomington-Normal.
we want to create an unoppressive
workplace for ourselves--jobs

If you listen to the city fathers,

. the Post-Amerikan.

At the same time,

the Pantagraph, the
civic boosters and the phony speechmakers, you
would think we lived in a 1930's Hollywood set. But
let's look behind the scenes. Each month since
April 1972, the Post-Amerikan has been denting
that serene facade, printing the embarrassing truths name: s
the city fathers would rather overlook. Take an-

other look at Bloomington-Normal. Subscribe to

For the next 12 monthly issues, send $3. 00 to Post-
Amerikan, PO Box 3452, Bloomington, Il.

that are both fun and personally
fulfilling.

We've been together for over a year
now, and we've learned a lot. We've
practiced collective decision-making.
We've discovered a lot about working
and communicating together. And
we've found out that opening a
restaurant is, if anything, even

harder than it sounds.

Those of you who have been supporting
us and following our progress know
that it ‘hasn't been easy. Part of
the difficulty is simply the nature of
the beast--what makes an alternative.
business '"alternative.'" We strive to
make decisions that everyone in our
collective feels good about, and

lots of times that means dealing

with people's personal feelings and
putting a lot of time and energy into
communication. That makes our
operation considerably slower than

a traditional, straight business.

Two of the other things that are
holding us up are finding a location
and some more money. We feel that
it's important to open our restaurant
in a central, downtown location so
poor people, students, and other folks
who don't drive cars can get to it.
Since there are very few vacant build-
ings that used to be restaurants in
either downtown Bloomington or Normal,
it's going to take a whole lot of
money to make over and equip one of
the available storefronts. And we
just don't have it.

Raising funds has been a slow and
sometimes painful process. It has
been frustrating for us, because our
efforts always seem to draw from the

same people--our friends and long-time

supporters, who are very wonderful,
but really don't have much more money
than we do. But we're still trying!

Tike a s eepy, serene
commumty |

It's our hope that our two latest
benefit concert efforts, in coalition
with the Small Changes Bookstore

Science for the People/CPF

collective, will net us enough money
to at least get a foot in the door.
Our first concert with Small Changes
was on Sunday, March 25, and featured
local womyn musicians. The Equinox’
Band and Lynn Lloyd of Champaign, and
Marita Brake of Normal performed at
the Lay-Z-J Saloon in Bloomington.

Our next event will be a very special
concert featuring Holly Near and J.T.
Thomas at 8:00 p.m. on Tue., April 10,
in the Consistory Auditorium. We hope
lots of folks join us for this one.
It's going to be a wonderful evening!

So, to all of you who have been sup-
porting us and/cr anxiously awaiting
our opening, keep the faith! We
haven't lost sight of our goal, and
it's getting much closer to becoming a
reality. In the meantime, eat more

. sprouts! @

--The JYBVR Collective

" Enclosed is $3 00 -for the next 12 issues.
(Free to prisoners from McLean County.)
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- Most stores. you walk into are clean,
antiseptic, impersonal. They are.
‘businesses--big empty boxes fllled
with corporate products, ceilophane-
-“wrapped, mass-produced, mass- -
marketed. ~ You don't expect to get
anything from a ‘store-except -what
you pay for and maybe a smlle from
the cashler.

So, when folks walk through ‘the door

Bookstore, it's not too surprising
“that many of them stop after a few:
steps, look around in confuslon and:
~ask, "what's an alternatlve
bookstore°“

We tell folks to- wander around and
see for themselves. .

There's the communlty bulletin board
loaded with notices about a gay
rights. task- force meeting, an anti-
nuclear f1lm, the beginning (hopefully)
of a women's Health ColXective, anti-
_rape resources. Next to “the bulletin:
“‘board are-the wooden-book shelves
carrying titleées like Anarchist
Collectives; Men Loving Men, Making -
Your own Baby ~Food, Herbal nghs,

- What Lesblans Do. o ol

From there to the ‘magazine. rack
proudly ‘displaying the Post- Amerikan,
“‘Christopher. Street, Country Women.

And there are also the 25¢ used books,
‘the free clothes exchange box, the
lending. llbrary, the. free, perlodlcals.
the. womyn's bulletln board, the
51tting room with its cluster of

- couches, chairs, coffee’fiugs, and the:
posters--Upplty Women; Gay leeration,
- Free: All Polltlcal Prlsoners in Chlle.

Some people want to know more about us
- .once they ve 'seen the store.

We tell folks that we re run by a

: collectlve of: womyn. ‘There's no .boss
here. ~ Everyone in the .group has her - -
say. . --We make our dec1s1ons by group

| consensus. There are lots of :
“advantages to collectives.
says: "I likeé working in a’ small:
group. . The closeness and like-
mindedness of our collective makes me.
comfortable., I espeCLally like
working in an-all womyn's: collectlve.
I get lTots of support and strokes from
my other collectlve members "

~Rozanne

Andrea'adds:' A whole lot of what I
.get out . of the bookstore is the growth
and” fun-that come with working in‘a
collective:of all women on . something
that means-a lot to.us. At its best,
being part of. the bookstore collectlve
starts. to break down the division
r between work and play. And it's an
§- excellent place:to work on‘learning
healthier ways to relate to .other
people.“ S

Small Changes is also non-proflt,
“which means that all the money we make
~’is-chanelled back into ‘the store. - We

~would pay salaries if we had the funds:

to do’'it, but no-one's gonna:become a
wealthy, fat cat off this store.
That'd raise prices ‘and put: the money .
in the:pocket of one person- at the
expense of many others.

We also carry llterature that often :
can't be found in other places. : As
Iuma says: "Lesbians, gay men, .. .
womyn, - vegetarians;, hippiesican
find books and information here- that
“reflect their real lives. "They can
look around and know: they are part
“of a large, vital community." “And
Julies "I get a lot of personal
satisfaction from helping the folks
who ‘come.in find out what they need
0 ‘Know:...likehelping a: lesbian
mother find out what her rights are,

of Small Changes Non-profit Alternatlve,'

“‘litical -action on the experiences,

_‘and by god have fun doing it

.loving with' one “another,

Small Changes'
an excltmg experlment
in alternatlve busmess

or helping a pregnant woman track
down information. on midwives:.and. -
home birth. ~I-like the feeling that
I'm helping to influence people's .
“1ives_ through the information-that
I help make available to them."

Small Changes is alternative because
it's about community. "I feel like
I am part. of a ‘movemenit ‘which is
building womyn's community-and
culture, " states Rozanne. ' Says
Andrea:
place* for ‘community building to =
happen: I -think the bookstore has

“already. contributed toé the growth -
both of individuals and of(the
community, and I see the potential
_for lots more of that."

Thls is what the Snall Changes -
collective had to say about being an
alternative ‘bookstore in 1976 ‘when
we-, flrst opened: . :

-Small Changes was organized by -a
collective of seven women who come
-from different '‘backgrounds and have -
different philosophies .and politics,
" but agree-on at least. four important
political- ideas.. These ideas brought
’us together ‘as a bookstore:collective.

-Our, f1rst p031trbn is bas1c We .
"feel ‘that radical social change is
necessary, ‘that the’ ideals :of peace
and freedom and self- determlnatlon
we were :brought up on are not' the
realities of our lives,

people's lives.

vWe’aISO'belleve-that~sma11;groups can-

be a vital, workable means-of deep
social ‘change.  In order for this. to
be true, we believe that these small
groups must have. continuous conscious-
ness-raising within them and must
"~ also. continually make- connections with
other like-minded groups and indi-
viduals.: To be most effective, . small
groups should®be made up of people:
. who are:close to each otner and carlng
about one another

‘A thlrd position that we hold as a
group is that for now, we as women

can be most effective basing our po-
the
oppression, andfthe.strengths~that we
have as women,
through in. the stock of -the .store,
which will have a definite but not

" exclusive empha31s on:books for women.
‘Last, but certa;nly»not least we

- share a commitment to- a %oyful strug-.
gle. 'We are people  involvéd in-a

‘struggle whose climax may very pos-:

sibly not come in our lifetimes.

But we are ‘also people who . strongly
intend :to -improve . our daily llves,

(It

is as important to Us to become more -
‘ito hang out
and‘ deepen our»friendships} to laugh:

'and.become ~daily stronger, healthier,
““saner,-and happier, -as it is to-con-

tribute to a more future-oriented,

"The bookstore is a dynamite f
 have'a collective-of 5 womynj

“'we're still small by some standards.‘;

‘now also’carry womyn's: albums:ahd
“'songbooks and- a .small selection: of

:‘womyn s magazines.
or “most- other'

- one of our neatest free services has

Holly Near is'a remarkable performer-

. keller.
-~composer J.T. Thomas, ‘whose playing

This belief .will come"

“you -at’ the concert-~and at the
"bookstoreXQ
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. very ‘often painful struggle for re-

volutlonary change

Revolutlon is 1mportant to us.

‘Equally important is reform, in the..
sense of a joyful re-forming of the = -
ways-in which we look at ourselves and
deal with other people.

Two years later these 1deas stlll hold
_true for us. -

Small ‘Changes has seen lots of”changes'
since it's been in existence. ‘We now
3 .were

" members of the original collective,

~and 2 are treasured late comers.« We

have numerous wonderful supporters.
-who've helped us to keep. ‘growing-by
palntlng a.sign on our window, :
donatlng used books, clothes, and even '}
‘a magazine rack, washing our windows,
tearing down-a-wall and redecorating.
We've even acquired a small bang of - -
- dedicated: "groupies" who:help staff
~the store and beg for work to do. s

When Small Changes opened on Dec.’ 15..[
1976, we proudly displayed 77 new:
_books for sale. Well, even though

our stock has increased by leaps and

bounds, and.it keeps growing. In
" addition to new and used books we

underground newspapers, gay and

We ve also expanded ‘our selectlon of
free goods. Our pile of give-away
-magazinesand leaflets keeps gettlng
~bigger and blgger.‘ ‘Our .clothing - . "
exchange box in .overflowing. P0351b1y

been the addition of our lending uq‘
library, Wwhich ‘is packed with f< iy
interesting books that folks can Lo
check out and read. » ‘

Over the past 2 years we have learned
“that one.of the major problems of
‘starting a: store with only $400 a5

“we -did, is-that expansion is slow

and -difficult, and money is not.

always easy to come by.:  We have
“developed: several schemes to deal

with this.: Some of our supporters

have been ‘donating monthly pledges
which go into-a salary fund. |

Also, we are poollng our energles

with another collective, the Just: Your
Bas1c Vegetarlan Restaurant folks,.

‘in. sponsoring some.benefit concerts.
Our first: concert with these folks
featured: some local -wonmyn, The Equinox
Band and Lynn Lloyd ‘from Champaign,. and {
Marita Brake from Bloomington. our:
second concert. will be April 10. at

8 pm at the Consistory feéaturing

®

‘Holly Near.

a singer, a songwrlter and a story-
She is working with pianist/

is impeccable.. The themes of her songs
include such diverse topics as :
growing up on a farm, the death of

“Karen Silkwood as she fought the .

nuclear plants for workers' health
rights, and the women who weré: pirates
off the eastern coast 1n .the 18th
century.~ .

iWe hope thls unusual performer will

provide our many friends and

‘*supporters with an ex01tlng way to.
“ enjoy themselves and.contribute to

collectives at. the same time. . See

" ~=The Snall,Changes :
Collective—:
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Women s musnc

'In the past, women's role in music
‘has been that of listener, and the
mal e-owned ‘and’ operated music in-
dustry has worked hard to-keep it
‘that way. . Music is a powerful .

cul tural/ political force, so of
course ‘women have been-kept from
being recognlzed as artists and from

easily acquiring technlcal and artistic

skllls.

Oh, the men allow ‘two token women
musicians per company to record, but
those women better damn: well return
the investment, or else. And none’
of tnose uppity songs neither.

‘Power-crazed companles have a Just—‘
ification for the ldck of. women

artists and low-amount; of promotlonal_f

money . for: those artists-they do
‘record@ . They say that women don't:
want to ‘hear .other women, not.:
acknoWledglng ‘that they've never
asked us what ‘we want to hear.

Women are tlred,of-wa;tlng for per-
mission-and are jumping into music-.- -
making without it... Not bothering to
beg the male profit-minded structure’
for support, many women are grouping

| together to form artists' collectives,
‘ women's. recording companles, women's
distribution centers; women's pro--
‘duction companies, and alternatlve
~radio statlons. i R

The mus1c 1tself is a far cry from
commercial pap we're fed: over: the:
rad.o, -the:tranquilizing pulp: that
encourages us ‘to.buy -at male-owned
stores, and the rude chords that:
-muffle our obJectlons to being put . .
“on ‘HOLD ‘over.the telephone. This is
music about us, music that tells
"herstory aboutlove, life, and
struggles in the world of.male power,
~Fight back;: be.proud;.reclaim:your
body, ‘support each other,.love
swho-you want: . these are themes: the

,powermongers “would rather we ‘not . hearrkff

jBut women, are s1ng1n tem loud.

: ‘fRecordlng companles that are woman—
- owned -and operated, like ‘Redwood-

Records (who record Holly Near), glve
~their revolutioénary music the .-
srecording care that only women can.’
The- WASP music industry sends:out
I'new-records "packaged in shrinkwrap

- for your protection,” with finger ..
prints, boot stomps, and-other marks
“of questionable quality. Customers:

_ respond with up to 30% returns.on

g | magor 1ndustry albums.

N} But in: women S recordlngs by women's Q

,"companles the production receives:

loving care. . Women apprentices have -
-achieved the technical skills - : ’
' ' necessary for quality. Now other
'3jwomen are their tralnees.’

VDlstrlbutlon of women S music: began

- with mail -orders, but demand ‘for this: f

1 art form led to’ merchand1s1ng through =

MldWl f e blll

A blll to create a regulatlng act
for.the- practlce of ‘midwifery will

be introduced in the 1111n01s General

- Agsembly sometlme this session. .

The'bill; House Bill 166, will: be . -
introduced by Rep:- Deuster and ‘will
be handled- by the Human Resources
Committee. . . R

P

: Exactly what effect the act w1ll
“’have. ori the practice of midwifery in
‘I1linois is.not clear at this time.

‘write for. further information to Rep.
Deuster, c/o State Capitol, Spring-

field, IL or toiKristina Johnson;
Women's Advocate, Ill. House . of Rep-
resentatlves, Sprlngfleld I 62?06.

Cultural revolution in our tlme |

- -alternative stores. .

‘the

. one statlon, publlcally alrlng

+. People interested in this bill should

WE' VE
%%%Aé%"@ fe

A&A’YE WEAPON !
UNK KOCK!

feminist/womeri's issues and music.
“Now. RFW has grown into -the Feminist
Radio ' Network, which ‘enploys only

. women;,. proving once again that if
we. want it we. can do 1t.

Now.a market for
women's music has prompted even s
straight. commer01al/cap1ta11st outlets
to 'stock albums- from women s -
catalogs.‘ ‘

Buttthe artists can't rely on record-
ings alone. to: spread the music, so
~.women ‘are. spreading into: another :
-previously male-dominated ‘industry---
.-concert productlon., Woman-oriented-
concert production gives artists more
control ‘over -their performances. s
Child-care, 'access for handicapped
-people, -and . tickets for sisters
_w1thout money can be prov1ded. i
Beliewing thatjwomen can learn the

Women s music is much more than songs
about our: lives. It is the story of :
how we can provide for our artistic
needs.and maintain control of.our
unique art forms: through all-women
‘avenués, . We're no‘longer ‘at-the .-
mercy of men:to deflne our music

and sirig our songs.'

s

. For '‘more rnformatlons

‘technical knowhow of lLights-and. sound*—‘ ~0livia Records, Incrvw
control and concert production. the P.0. Box. 70237 .
artists give them control in these .. L.A. Calif. 90070

areas to insure that women who want LR T Lk

~to learn have .the chance.vii“ : sTRedwood tRecords i i T SN e
i : P.0. Box 4oyoo oo e i

Yet another male, 1ndustry, that of ,S'F°’Ca11f~ 94149 i '

radio station production, is now :

~open.to women.. In 1970  the ‘Radio

~-Free Women (RFW) Collective started .

.

Femlnlst Radio Network

P.0.- Box 5537 e R
", Washington, D.C. 20016
(202) 244-2331

COIIege & I.lnden

cyc.e Shop I\Iormal |||IIIOIS
- BEAT the RUSH!

Get your blke“ tuned up now so you.

'l'elephone

454 -1541



"Chma Syndrome” raises
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tough questlons about nukes

"The China Syndrome” is a knockout N
movie. It's:primarily a fast-paced-
thriller, but because the plot centers
on-a near-fatal accident at a nuclear -
‘plant, the film also makes a very'con-
vincing political statement about nu- .
clear energy. . .

The story is simple enough. ' Jane .
Fonda and Michael Douglas, as members
of a Los Angeles news-team, happen- to
witness what the public- relatlons man
smoothly calls "a routine- turbine
trip." ‘On further investigation,
reporters .ledrn that what-they ‘saw
was, in fact; far from:routine and
was, -instead,  "a potentially costly
event,' as the nuke -jargon puts it. ,
This- ”event" means. a. malfunction that.
could have resulted in a '"'meltdown'--
called the China syndrome because
theoretically it could burn-.all the L
way. through -the earth to China. - This,
in turn,
‘of the plant and the creation of a
radioactive cloud capable of k1111ng
‘half of Southern Callfornla

the

While influential prlvate interests
“attempt: to suppress the story; the
newspeople try to -expose the real dan-
'gers of the accident. They also learn

that it could weXl happen agaln before

the story ends
. A -

The fact that John Taylor, an- execu-
tive of Westinghouse (which makes nu-
clear reactors), calls the film Man
“overall character assassination of an
entire industry" . tells you Just how
polltlcally successful 1t 1s

But "The China Syndrome"'ls not-a

. paranoid ‘film. ~ It plays on our fears,

as-all good ‘thrillers 'do, but it does
not-do so in a mindless, irresponsible
way.
tical in  its portrayal of the p011t1-
cal issues. :

“Jane Fonda is 51mp1y superb in the
‘role of a popular, ‘ambitious TV re-
porter: who is drawn into investigating
the nuke incideéent by her radical .-
cameraman - (played by Michael Douglas, -
who also produced the mevie). At ‘
first Fonda is hesitant to ‘defy the
+station big-wigs, who want her .to .
stick to. cutsey stories. about birthday
parties: for tigers:and medical care
for -pet fish.. But as she learns more
about the dangers of the accident and

~the way the whole thlng is being swept

.under:thecarpet,
gettlng 1nvolved

sshevcan't help-

The dev1te is 51mp1e but effeCtlve-éfz”*“

y Fonda's ‘politicization is-ours. -We
get involved along with her, discover-::-
ing what she discovers: and. sh r1ng her

grow1ng fear and anger ‘ ;

would lead: to the destruction-.

The movie is intelligently skep-#®

1 espec1a11y liked' the way that ‘the
sexism that Fonda-encounters 'in her

~.bosses is linked to the condescending

paternalism of the nuclear-power
bosses:  ‘the station manager treats

- Fonda (don t bother your pretty little -

head about serious news) in the same -
way that ‘the officials and PR people
treat the general public (don't worry
about: these comp11cated technical
matters, we know what's best for you).

When Fonda finally breaks out of her

_pretty-girl mold and lets her own

thoughts an¢ feelings guide her we're
rlght there w1th her.

This pattern of increasing. awareness
dis carriéd out in different ways with
other ‘characters 'in the story. Jack
Lemmon: plays the part .of a shift
supervisor -who“has dedicated hlS llfe
to the. service of technology. ‘He ha's

~to overcome this heavy investment in
~order to help expose the menace that:

he reluctantly comes to acknowledge
and fear.:  Lemmon-is not one of my
favorite ‘actors, but he sure does a

- bang-up. job in "The China Syndrome."

WELL,

WIN A FEW
LOSE AFEW...

_the big bad-wolves.

struggle. 1
"in character ‘are not. easily accomplish-

The conflict between workers and the
corporate powers does smack of melo-
drama--the-little ‘good guys against
But "The China
Syndrome" does ‘not, it seems to me,
make -a ‘dishonest use of this age-old
For one thing, the changes

ed. These people have a lot to lose,
and the actdérs make. us feel the pain
and difficulty 1nv01ved

"Also, nobody is presented as a pure- .

hearted hero. Fonda's pursuit of the :
news story is motivated by her own

,ambltlon to become a top-notch report-

er as well as her desire to discover
the truth.  Lemmon:still believes- in
technology and is driven to desperate
action both by fear and.by a desire to
save the plant.. ~And-in his attempt to
inform the public; he's bumbling, un-
sure, and not. very-effective.” He's
hardly,a~knight in.shining armor.

In a 51m11ar way, the ‘movie deals
sensibly with- the complex1t1es of
nuclear technology. = The-subject is
incredibly complicated, and scientific
facts just don’'t make good drama. In
fact, I sometimes think nuke -pushers
1ntent10na11y engage-:in h1ghly
technical dlscu551ons in-order. to’
confuse and bore us: into subm1551on.

"The’ Chlna Syndrome™ walks that old
fine 11ne between dramaand ‘docu-
mentary. > It doesn't bewilder us with
a flood of facts, but.it:doesn! t" :
insult our-intelligence “by ignoring

. the technical details altogether. i We

the ‘other-plant workers

Unlike Lemmon,
‘continue ‘to6.do what they're told and
don’t question the myths and lies

their bosses feed them. . But one ‘other
character--Lemmon"s best friendand
co-worker--also'experiences: a reve-
Tationy
this man's feellngs for his -friend win
out: ~Ina thrilling moment, he finds
" the courage to defend Lemmon/publicly

and- to deny the slanders that the nuke.
wiofficidls dre using tosdiscredit:

‘Lemmon's actions. -Like Fonda, thls
character decides to trust his own:

emotions and instincts and to reject . .

‘the garbage that the people in power -
gare dlspen51ng

At the very end of the movie,:

are.given:enough’scientific and me= ",
chanical-data:to show:us that:the -’
story's: questlons about nuclear safety
are valld L : e

Where the mov1e succeeds best though
is 'in, its presentatlon -of more. ea511y
understood problems. It forcefully 7

)“dramatlzes ithe ‘human elements “that: are
..crucially connected to nuclear tech-:

nology. . The film showsus. the dangers

-of -trusting--too-much in-elaborate

technblogy . and’ in discounting: human
error. It reminds s ‘just how greedy,
self-serving, and arrogant corporate
executlves can. be.

"The China Syndrome' makes a compel-:
-ling case against nuclear energy be-
cause iits: plot is.-based onm the very-
real and very human’ tendencies to cut
corners, . to take the ‘easy way out, to
make a fast buck, and-tc be ‘awed by?
the authority of vested interests.
But the movie ‘doesn't comfort us w1th
fantasy.--The nuke owners-are still . in
charge at the end. - Their :control has
‘been shaken and their authority ques-
tioned; but the struggle 1s far from

~.over.e

--Ferdydurke -
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It all started on Jahuary 8th, when we
found out that in our-basement was not
a furnace,,but a DOOM MACHINE!

I notlced a funny odor in the air of
our apartment as I was getting ready
. for class. that day. I thought the
smell ‘was- coming from bathrobe. My
bathrobes get pretty musty sometimes.
§ But by the middle of the afternoon the
~-smell had:driven Kathy; my roommate, and
Julie,the other tenant of our two-"
apartment reconverted frame farmhouse,
~out of the building.

They called our landlord, a prominent
Urbana lawyer by the name of-Hurshal
Tummelson, to report their alarm.
‘Tummelson. camé over to investigate,
-and went into the basement. What he
found there was a dangerously over-.
~heated boiler, part: of the steam
heatlng system.

. The metal of‘the'boiler‘was onits

way to red-hot, ' The door of the furnace
had popped open from the heat. Some
~water was on-the floor of the"

basement. And, as we learned later,”

the boiler itself -had cracked.. The -air .

<,

NEWS /epf

f,

- in the basement was sizzling hot from
f,the metal of the furnace v

,‘An 1nexpert Tummelson flddled with a-
~few dials and valves and then,: thank-

. fully, ‘decided to 'call-in his- plumbers,
g Kobel Plumblng and- Heatlng L

r Kathy and: Julle were there when the‘
¥ plumbers cane to investigate. They

' found out ' from:the plumbers :that = -
| the.boiler,:. ‘which ordlnarlly contalns‘
“the  water which, as steam, travels
through the " radlators, had drained.

‘§ 'The plumbers said - that;, ‘had Tummelsonbi
-§ continued - to play around with the

furnace, ‘the whole damned bulldlng :
‘would have blown sky-hlgh. ‘

The plumbers ‘made morbld Jokes,about
the decrepit heating system-and told-
Julie and Kathy to sleep with: one ejye
open! Julie-and Kathy were aghast!:We
“were: supposed to live :in‘a- house that
might- explode any mlnute'- .

Because natural gas. burns under the »
:boiler:to heat the water; Julie called -
- I1linois ‘Power in:-to:investigate as

significant level of carton monoxide: -
- seeping from: the furnace.. This P
§ appalled us. Julie's" bedroomis rlght

- above the furnace room.,‘ ,

101 Broadwav Mall

" ‘sealer into the cracked boiler:
‘sealer is'd substance which . congeals

'a’ landlord- 1nto prov1d1ng safe
'hous1ng. :

-well. The IP -representative:found a oy
“the furhace and found other things;’

~-besides: the cracked ‘boiler,: to.-

- '®ORNAMENTS "

So~ ‘Ram it today

12 00 -4: 00 Sun

M

For most of the two years that Julie
has been living in this bulldlng,_ '
she's beern sick. She wakes up in the
morning with puffy eyes and a swollen
tongue. She's been unable' to shake
off colds-and a case of mono. Her
ferns:die when she. puts them in the

- bedroom. Shé had bought a humldlfer,

thinking that the problem was
1nsuff1clent moisure in theﬁalr.

Could Julie's health problems have

- resulted from a perpetual -case of -

mild carbon monoxide poisoning? The
Illinois'Power person said'yes

S . Well, the- plumbers "f1xed" the furnace.

They poured. a - substance calléd boiler=
Boiler

upon contact with-the air. It flows
into. the ‘cracks. of a:-boiler and '
hardens. You .can get the same kind of
stuff to:fix a hole in your car's
radiator. They - filled the boiler up
with water again and said that-

the doom machlne was :in repalr.

Needless to say, we weré skeptlcal.
That's an understatement, really.

We were scared. Neither the plumbers e

nor: the IP. people would express much
confidence "in. the system. And we
didn't really feel 1like sleeplng wlth

one eye open. You can't get much’ rest

:that way

So ‘Julie and Kathy had the brlght
idea'of calling in the City of
Urbana  housing inspector. The law.

The Representat1ve of the People.

The strong Arm which could muscle a g

Two- Urbana houslng offlclals,j'
Dickerson and Johansen, inspected

o

concern:them. Thereé was far more -

",‘water belng held 1n.the boiler than

!

Boiler blues became

there ought to be. And they agreed
:that: the boiler was in questionable
repa1r. With all of this expert test-’
1mony that -the. furnace was simply

not in good shape, we ‘started to
push for a more comprehens1ve repalrs

Beree s PATRONIZED

‘Durlng the two-week period when we

bitched -and bitched and bitched, we :
encountered one prevalent attltude on

- the part .of all these men. We were:

constantly patronized. No'.one would:
explainh . in:very clear terms exactly
what was wrong. It was as- if this
simple mechanical systen was far too
complex for us to comprehend. We were
told by Koble,. Dickerson, and mostly ::
by Tummelson that everthing was fine.
‘We should trust them. We ought not

S worry our pretty little heads.'

“owoudd:
s rentd

" ‘break

- But our pretty llttle -heads happen to
have some pretty good brains inside -
of them. We worrled We dldn t trust
the bastards.

Tummelson stated'unllaterally that

.“the furnace was fine and that he

would not:do any further repairs. If we
‘didn't like it, we could move out.
Dickerson, the building inspector,

was suggesting that we move-out too,

but for a different reason: he didn't

"think'the furnace was safe.

Kathy, burned out from taklng her
Masters's degree exams -and struggllng,
with' poor health, packed up her -
thlngs and had, them sitting by the

“~door while she. tried to locate

another ‘apartment; Julie, flat: broke,‘.
didn't know how she could finance a a
move. I was. .feeling stubborn. I have
41. boxes of books that are no .
pleasure to ‘cart from one apartment
to another. And, ‘because ‘we'd signed
a lease that made us responsible for:
the rent until Augest, I-didn't want
to- glve 1n.

I knew that 1f we left w1thout :
written documents proving ‘that the:
place was uninhabitable, Tummelson ,
be able to soak us for the full
It was his ‘strategy, I think, -
SO uncooperatlve that we would
the lease. EEIE e

ATTACK

So “we ‘began’a two-pronged attack on
the landlord and  his: flunkies; the: guys n
who would.tell us that: the furnace was a -
piece of trash but wouldn't 31gn any -
papers to that effect. .

“to - be

. i Jt
- First, we,began to~1nvestigate]the

legai agencies_that'could'put press-
ure on:the landlord to repair . the
furnace. The Urbana-Champaign

. ‘Tenant's Union. is-a well- establlshed,
well- staffed organization that began1
‘to‘give us 1egal adv1ce about ouf
’rlghts. :
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We had a: right to a copy of: bulldlng

~inspector's report. We could file.a

complaint which-would authorize *them

_ to act in our behalf: We found out

'that Lincolriland Legal ‘Aid. would

probably: be able to assist us. We

.. could, ‘according to a social worker

- friend, call in the Attorney General.
We considered media outlets; like '

LAction line-. : R ;

At the same time, we started asking =
pointed questions of the

. o

persistent,

plumbers. What had caused the boiler
to overheat in the first place? Had
the boileri cracked and let the water
drain out? Why hadn't the flame under
the b01ler shut. off? Finally we began
1o get some answers.

The plumbers revealed that the whole

- .problem had been caused by a malfun- .
“'ction .in ‘the safety wvalve, called - . -
the low-water cut off valve. For
years, this safety valve had been
“ignored. Water was supposed to be .
flushed through thig valve weekly '

i'ﬁto clear it of sediment and rust that

-builds up. inside. But because the -

RO

_ Many consumers have the habit of buy-,
ing.certain "brand names"‘w1thout
bothering to compare different
products for ‘ingredients and prlce.
This-is espe01ally true:.in the area of
med1c1ne, eveni though stricter label-"
~ing requirements: make comparison shop-
ping in medicines easier and. poten-
tially more profitable.
in buying better: products at: lessf
cost.

Often a more expensive brand (the moref

well-known, “prestige" brand) will
. contain the same exact ingredients as
the discount brand.: The consumer of
‘medicines should remember that it is
the amount and kind:of ingredients=-
" not:-the name. brand--which indicates
how well a product:will ‘work. - Even
the cheapest medicine:products haVe to
‘meet: certain federal standards of -
purity (the “Food, Drug, ‘and Chemlcal
_standards) L i G

An example can be fOund in pain—? e
killers. Norwich asplrln contalns

~Just as much aspirin.(5.grains, or 325. . "
. mg.) as Bayer aspirinidoes, :and: costs T

~much less. Walgreen's‘No—Aspifin and: -
Super-X Pain-Reliever:both contain.ds
‘much acetominophen (5 gralns) as
~Tylenol- &

Acetomlnophen ista non-aspirln pain-;xY"

‘killer.which is- helpful*when anin-

dividual must take pain-killers daily

“or: more -often on an*empty: stomach. :
(Occasional use of aspirin,,however,

< shouldinot hurt-an individual with-:
out ulcers. A glass of water after

an asplrln will help.)

Acetominophen is also good when one :
has a severe headache, ‘and: w1shes -a

‘stronger paln ~killer:
two acetomlnophen will produce a

~stronger pain-killer, ':For most

~ song of triumph

“1landlord had been remiss in- thls
"~ basic maintenance, the valve system

'ing properly,

- Kathy,

It can resulti

two aspirin and‘

had.filled up w1th sludge .-

If the low- water cut .off is function—
a. float will drop when .
the water in the boiler:falls below .

_..a certain level. When the float falls,

an.‘electric current shuts off the
flame under the boiler. No burning
flame, ‘no ‘overheating. -

BLAM?

When the valve is filled with sludge,

" the float.can't drop. The flame keeps"

burning. The furnace overheats like-a
an .empty kettle on top of a 1it-
burner. And if it continues to over-
heat——Blam'

We made what we ~thought was a very
elegant suggestion. Why not repair.
the safety valve? Everybody was
amazed at the simplicity of - the
solution. Koble: agreed.. Dickerson
agreed. ' -They even convinced

“Tummelson . and he agreed. v

So with jubilant shouts of victory,
Julie, and I watched:a brand
new, second, back—up safety valve ¢

'system get installed, and and heard
Dickerson, the City of Urband

bullding inspector. pronounce: the system
safe. We felt the confldence that

‘comes from really understanding how

the system works and had the satis-
faction of knowing that.we had fought-
unitl they had made the building

-safe for people to occupy.

_So we thought.fSeveral days-after the
c-work had been completed, Kathy and

‘Julie at-around -midnight went into.
the basement, Jjust to check things
out. They were practlcally knocked .off

"their feet when ‘they opened the base-
© . ment ‘door. by 4 'strong gassy odor.

Once again, we 'called' the .-Illinjs

',—£ower;people to-check out. the gas.

: Pummelson was furious when we called
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'Remember the carbon monoxide that héd
been detected,earlier? When the IP

. person ‘came, -he-found a: lethal level -
“ofcarbon monoxlde gas-in n the base-

merit.. - We were- to ev1et 1mmed1atelv

REPAIRED

him. ' No, he :would not come out,

he said. But  sooh, at one o'clock
in the morning, he was. there %o make.
sure that:'we girls" all had some-
place to stay.: It was kind of.
satisfying to see him forced 16 be
so concerned. A landlord is, I :
believe, responsible for providing
temporary housing if-a residence
tenants have a right to occupy
becomes unlnhabltable.k

“The plumber showed up soon afterwards
to findr-as we discovered the next
day, a-bird's nest and some dead
birds blocking the chimney which

-carried waste gas up and out of the -

g house,

So--the furnace isTane again (knock
on wood) in good repair. At least,
if  the water in the boiler bofls
away again, the new safety valves
should shut off the flame. .

What we learned from all thls t01l

.and trouble is to fight them.

Don't let them back you into:a
position where you're legally res-
ponsible;, as we would have been.

-had we -broken the lease. Make  them
fix their bulldlngs instead.of
letting them rent to unwitting
tenants who ‘don't know:that the
building they're moving into 1s ;
unsafe. We . all -have to.live in these

o buildings, so wé all need ‘to explore
every poss1b111ty, find: every legal .
agency to help us assert our rights.
Safe hous1ng 1s our right... EHNE
. L

‘——Martha~Washington_ K

sense m buymg medlcme

'people, aspirln is the cheapest pain- 7

killer, and is effectlve.

For nasal congestion, and the snee21ng'

~and.runny nose associated with colds -
“andallergy, the most: effective (and
cheapest) remedy with the least side-.
~effects seems to:be nose drops or
-spray: (drops are. less ‘expensive; and
just as effective) - An effective in-

L gred%ent is phenylephrine hydrochorlde,’
“(HCL

It-1s found in Neo= ~Synephrine
‘and ‘other brands, The best method is:
~to ‘dilute “it; buy the 1% solution and

dilute it down to 3/8% by adding three

tablespoons of water to a one-ounce
~ bottle. . :

Being an 1ntelligent consumer also
means: being an: assertive patient. It

is d good-idea to know what you: take."

~In"the case of prescrlptlon medicine,
this might mean.going to the llbrary,

. and asking for the PDR (Physician's’

Desk Reference) and looking up the
 brand name of the drug to see what it
ciige S

The PDR will tell what the uses are

(called indications).and when the drug

+"should ‘not be ‘used (contra indica= *
.Side-effects are also: listed

~The 'PDR has another‘use

with the facts."

(not under that name); and one: should

]‘note that ‘these are -only possible:
,‘s1de—effects-—they ‘do'not occur to
-everyone by-a longshot.

:But: if you do
have: these side=effects, you will know
a possible explanation. I they.are:
severe. enough,: you should:ask. your::

;(doctor to. recon31der his or. her pre-

scription.

‘The PDR has many long words. You::

~(like-me) may-need a medical: diction-
.-ary -to.look up many of. these. words.»
"~ but . the PDR can:be decoded,

it just: -
takes some patlence and; a good dic-"
tionary. v ; :
Once “you've
found. out -what. chemical or chemicals

“the brand ‘name contains; you can-look

up the chemical “inh another section: and
find out what other-brands have'the
same “thing.. -You can then go into a
discount drugstore (not to push Wal-
green's, but it does have a book with
prices in it) ‘and see which of these
brands ‘is“least expensive. By buying.
‘the' least expensive brand at a .dis-
countdrugstore, .you mgy save-a s1g-

'vnlflcant amount of money.;

But YOu nust be assertive. After f~°i'
you've found a less expensive alter-

“native to the brand and store your:

doctor:is prescrlbing, you ‘have to .
inform him or her. ‘“Hopefull she/he
will be.cooperative=--if she/Ke dsex-
cessively. stubborn about lettlng you
get. off leéss.: expens1vely, you might
well consider another doctor.‘ But
that s up to you. S

I think consumers should be "armed
If we are ‘not, we
may.end up buying an.inferior product
and paying out'a lot more money than

“We have to... R

*14DaVefBurdette



With its steady diet of little love
tales, saccharin disco musicals and

galactic-horse operas, Tinseltown rare

ly bothers to convey real life w1th
that special:and dramatlc power 1t
- holds. : .
Well, finally‘it has.A
"Norma ‘Rae" . is a real mov1e about real
‘people who could just as easlly be
"you or me. And beyond that, it will
probably ‘go down as one of the greats
+. in film history, a tale of struggle
~‘ahd "human warmth which is real1st1c
and touching.

"Norma Rae, " produced by Martin“Ritt
and starring Sally Fields,  in a superb
. performance, is the story of a modern-
day labor struggle--and more. :It's
the story of the transformation of.

one "lower-class _mill -hand" ‘woman into
a.dignified and fighting~proud woman. -

"Norma ‘Rae" is-set' in-a very real
modern battleground——the textile mills
of the American South. The rname of
the factory could just as well be J. P.
Stevens, as the -cotton dust settles
-around the victimized mill hands.,

This epic doesn't'preﬁend,to be about

a gigantic,"class struggle" revolu-
tion, with militant workers: confront-.
ing -exploiting bosses. : Instead it..
deals with.people familiar to:all of
us, . part of all of us. -  People who -

are struggl1ng to earn an honest day' s

wage, and maybe make the world a
little better. for their chlldren while
they re at it.

",Norma Rae is® just another worker in-
the mills, like both her parents:

She ‘has” two children, one legitimate
and one not. - Her-husband- was killed"
in..a beer bottle clash.  Norma's
"Just gettln by " and tries to .find:
‘'some meaning in life by having fre-
quent. sexual trysts at the local
motel.

((,T,ra"e’(

Aar*"‘

- Slowly,:

‘Norma Rae’=-Union Maid

. But something's missing,‘and she grapf_

ples for a sense of dignity and pur-
pose.  And she's fascinated by a young
young man, played by Ron Leibman,. who

~leaflets the mill at every shift and

hangs. around belng frlendly He's
trylng to. organize a union, and no one
gives him half a chance, partly be-
cause he's Jewish and undoubtedly
commuhist.. But this oddness is what
intrigues Norma.

surely, Norma: Rae and a few of"
her fellow workers become convinced
that a union is their only salvation.
Norma Rae's search for meaning ends
with her transformatlon 1nto a. f1ght—~
ing woman. i

—

oIN]

The  film. succeeds w1thout belng melo- 3

~-dramatic or depending on the violence

often typical of organizing situations

. We see, instead, the hard moments, the

long hours over: the typewrlter, the
leafletting and churning the mimeo-
graph machine:that are crucial: to'an:
organlzlng campaign. <

Slowly, Norma Rae learns she has -
rights, and a new-found dignity
“blossoms.. .And her. change into &a°
g commltted fighter, able and wili- o
ing to ‘stand up for her rights, -
sparks the rest of. the m1ll hands_~
to 11fe . , =

. The only unanswered questlons have
. to do with the male-female relation-=
1Sh1ps Norma remarries during the
film and loves her husband, but he
remains indifferent to the organiz-
- 1ng effort. Yet her relatlonshlp

Cus’tom leathework ad repan
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with Reuben, the organlzer, remains
touchlngly platonic (non-sexual).
This is a realistic problem of 'such
campaigns and changes: one human
‘being canchange, and a. spouse .or

~friend can suddenly seem miles away.

The film attempts to portray -this
separation, but it falters because

" the husband, Beau Bridges, remains a

"nice guy" enlgma, without a full

‘character.-

But Norma Rae shines through. And
from someone manipulated by :the fore-
man she ‘becomes .a true.leader, able

to shut down the entire mill.

Producing the 'movié itself required
sacrifices. Martin Ritt was turned
down by 3 studios before«Twentieth
Century accepted it,.but with a cut
in his'pay. Ritt has made politi-
1ike "The Front"
and "The Molly Maguires," but in
this instdnce he's succeeded beyond
those films, capturing the slow .
changes ‘and. long struggles of dally;

‘life.

7

An honest exper1ence of a labor
struggle shines through. *But even
more touchirig.are the people--

‘honest,  sometimes frlghtened work-

ing people, trying to surv1ve their
daily grlnd. These are real peo-
ple, people we ‘are, ‘people we know.

And that's what makes
spec1al ‘Go ‘see it. e

"Norma Rae™ _
——MgM

"The Deer Hunter,"
starring Robert DeNlro,*about steel~
workers-let loose in a Viétnam hell;
"The China Syndrome" with Jane Fonda,
"The ‘Bell Jar,"
in which Sylvia ‘Plath comes to the
Tscreen; and "On .the Yard," a realis-"

tic look at prlson life.

T

*Plllows
*Game boards

*Belts, wallets and more




If Governor Thompson and-his political
.cronies get their way, the Pontiac
Rebellion. of July .22 will result in
one of the largest legal lynchings

of black people’ in the hlstory of L
this country. 3 :
Further, the State s refusdl to end
the ‘deadlock, ‘their-announced plans
to.build new prisons far away from: *
prisoners' families, the actual
shipping of some prisoners out of

the state ‘(even further from their:

that Thompson has a major "law. and
order” -plan.up hls sleeve.

And the July- 22 Rebelllon w1ll be used
to Justlfy it.

The‘detalls,of Thompgon's plan ‘are :&
‘'not clear at this time. - But it is
clear that his plan involves -both

the use.of the electric chair and
massive repression of:the State's
present and future prlsoners who

are. mostly black.

'Itnalso seems llkelyfthat Thomp son
will -try to use his plan:to boost-
hlm ‘to. the U.S. presldency., :

Eal-ly repnrts

£ While the major: news media do not

a1 support Jim: Thompson's Presidential’

ambitions,’ they.are supportlng his
‘plans. : RPN

‘The first reports of the July 22
‘Rebellion and .the follow1ng "news
‘analyses" bullt up. three 1mages.

“The3first was that the cause of the
rebellion was "overcrowdlng"_and

' 'understaffing.” . ' )

.The action‘itselfluas)portrayedgas a
‘spontaneous “rlot RANIEL S L R NS

The people 1nvolved,faccord1ng tof
'media, were "animals," "V1c1ous," and
‘"drug addicts" (and all were black).

it
A I

Let's look at some examples:

- "Governor: Thompson Saturday nlght
blamed the 'traglc' rioting-at ‘.
“the Pontiac’ Correctlonal Center
on ' chronic' overcrowdlng Lof:
inmateés and shortages of ‘
guards." - (Chicago Sun TlmeS,
July 23, 1978) ;

"There are just a lot of vicious

people inside. It was a
spontanéous:anti-authoritarian
‘move." " (Charles J. Rowe, then -
Director of Department of '

Corrections; quoted in Chicago
"Sun Times, July 2@, 197

"It people are. g01ng to act llke
animals, then we have'to treat =
them like animals. - T feel like
~a’'zookeeper trying to: tame.'and
trying to- train and getting my -
‘arm bit off when I try...People -
© . talk .about rehabilitation, but
~Yyou-have to be habilitated. - °
before you can be rehabilitated.” .
_ (Ex-Stateville Warden, Morris,
=gquoted in Chlcago Trlbune, July
305 19?8)

Also, these sarly "reports"'included'
a flood of articles about the dead
‘guards-~which were clearly: designed

to:- provoke sympathy for the guards

f and hatred. for the .prisoners: B
| By. turning ‘a’ spontaneous act: of human
resistance to:brutal conditions into
‘a senselesgs-acticaused by crowding . .
too many animals into one pen, the
media - helped to Justlfy Governor,

: Thompson s plans. | i

Yet desplte such sklllful propaganda,
some- problems developed with the plan.

First, a suit byvprisoners over the
conditions of.the deadlock after

i

families and supporters), all suggest\»'

Newsm aid state in
- Pontiac frame.up

hy Pontiac Prisoners Sunnort coalltlon

July 22 brought out conslderable
response in sympathy with the
prlsoners. v

Secondly,‘lt beeame‘clear to--
government investigators that it

would-bée hard to make massive use

of - the:death penalty .without some
sort of .conspiracy. Thompson's line
that the "riot" was a spontaneocus
attack by some w1ld anlmals had " to

. be-altered.

-Creating I:OIISIIII‘GI:Y

“The Chicago Tribune, one of the

state's most influential and
sophisticated daily newspapers,

'handled this 'situation particularly -

"wells First they turned.logse

©one of their finest right wing
‘_propagandlsts——Bob Weidrich--to.

write a series of articles on
prlsons in Illln01s.,

Weidrich's articles (20 to date) .
hammer unrelentlngly on:the theme that
prisoners are vicious, drug-crazed-.
animal s: i

"Infthe;darkness'I_tried to
~imagine what it must be like
to ‘be-confronted by rioting
prisoners armed with homemade
knives . and steel pipes..."
(Weidrich, Chicago Trlbune,
“0ctober 2, 19? 8) :

"Pontlac State Prison guards
.charge a majority of the 2000
inmates are on.a constant drug ..

tripi.. " (Weidrich, Chicago .
Tribune, Octoberﬁ3, 1978

"If there's enough -of them,
they won' t.need knives, they'll
“Just beat yourto death or.use

a guitar string to ‘cut your
“throat." (Weidrich quoting a .
guard,  Chicago Trlbune, October

2 311978)

"For decades off1c1al “and publlc
_neglect of the state's maximum
security. institutions has
permitted them to lapse 1nto
cesspools of violence." :
(Weidrich, Chicago Tribune,-
-November 8, 1§7§%femphasis\
added) N Ty B

""They were like a pack of wild.
dogs- once:.they smelled blood.™"
(Weidrich-queting a ‘guard, ‘
Chlc%gg Trlbune. December 3,

~.1978

Weldrlch also 1ntroduced another
element;lnto hls artlcles—-theAanswer

"4to Thompson s need for a consplracy

It was that "street. gangs run. the
prison:” -

'Weidrioh and the Tribune editorially -

have hammered on and on about "gangs"
in prisons.  Elevén of Weidrich's
articles between: October 26 and
January 22 focus on’ the-idea that the

rebellion was planned and that "gangs" .

run both. Pontlac and Statev1lle.

-

v

"-.Corrections).

. But- the’ Trlbune has not stopped even

- some blame on Thompson, -the real

and Tribune editorial of November 2.) .
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.In an 1nterv1ew w1th Danny’ Dill, a’ ‘
guard injured during the rebellion,
Weidrich-quotes Dill's contention
that the action was planned. "It
happened so. fast. It was so well
organized." (Chlca o Tribune
December 3; 197 :

In an article published on November
29, Weidrich.describes 'a:prisoner
with a warden's power."'" : On

December 4,  "Gangs -Still Hold Power
in Prison, " Weidrich prints his
second: interview with Dill, in which
he puts forth Dill's view thatythe
guards who'died on July 22 were;
victims of a gang hit contract. On %
December 14, Weidrich charges that
many of the: (black) ‘guards are
themselves gang members.. ,

So - the line put forth by. the Governor
and the Tribune has changed.. The
~"r10t" is'no longer a spontaneous
response to.-overcrowding, but an
exampl e of -what happens when. you let
"street gangs" run the prison. . Now
-all Thompson has to do is 'to fire

a few prison officials and: execute
those accused of being gang leaders
in the electric chair.  -To date
Thompson ‘has fired Pinkney (former.
warden at -Pontiac), two of Pinkney's
aidesy and Charles Rowe. (former
Director; of .the: Department of .- :
He has'at ‘the time -
v of "this-printing gone to the grand
jury seéking capital indictments, ~

 More distortion

at this.: Their most masterful stroke
‘was their misuse of a truly fine ‘
‘piece’of investigative reporting by
Bill Recktenwald. Recktenwald

worked as’a guard inside Pontlac,
took pictures, and wrote a series

of three. articleées that showed the
brutality of -the institution and many
of its guards. - But the thrust of the
Recktenwald articles was turned
completely upside . down by the Tribune
in its later artlcles,_to the -
position of "this is what happens”
when you- let the gangs run.an
1nst1tut10n."1~ S

Just before the release of the:
Recktnwald series (but after they
were written), Weidrich comments on
~the-firing of Pontiac Warden Plnkney.

-~ "Pinkney is only .a. sacrificial
goat o the altar of the. ..
.>1liberal thinking which holds
.- that all men' are.capable of -~
. rehabilitdation...In.theory
‘‘that's nice. In practice; it
can be disastreus as -any guard
and many an -inmate can tell
" you. - Give-gang leaders the run -
.ofthe prison.. Invest them:-
~‘with authority almost equaling -
that of the warden. “~And ptretty |
soon - it 1s the inmates; not: ‘
their keepers, who. are’ running
" ~the prison.” . (Weidrichj

Chicago-
Tribune, October 26, 1978) -

"An institution out of control® is the
Tribune's new line.  While' they put

scapegoat is Charles. Rowe, . who
Thompson conveniently fired. (See
Weidrich ‘article of November 1, 19?8

Meanwhile the Tribune and Weidrich, '
with support. from other major news

Continued on hextpage =
]
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POST NOTE: Because a butcher knife was
‘discovered  missing from the county jail's
kitchen, Sheriff Steve Brienen ordered a
massive evacuation and search of the entire
jail area March 2. All 57 prisoners were
‘stripped, bodily searched, and taken out-
side to wait under shotgun-toting guards
while other ofﬁcers searched each “cell.

- As the Post goes to press,\ the knife stzll s
;hasn% been found 4

:On ndarch 3,'hﬂp prlsoners released. from
_the jail talked to the Post-Amerikan about

‘the shakedown.
-arrived from prl.soner Bob' Love.

We are- prmting I.ov_e s letter, and
- adjoining stories add details from inter-
" views with Sheriff Brlenen and the:
wreleased prmsoners.

~1ittle touch.of Hitler's-action.-

Later, the foIlowmg letter e .

the clllllt! Jall shakedown

S Prlsoner condemns shen ;.if’

Visit the McLean County Jail for a

new Sheriff, Steve -Brienen, has the
touch of a trué totalitarian.

sheriff's staff running his:SS.

"

Our

Himmler -
‘would have really liked to have .our

A good example of this is the humil-b,l'

~‘iation and degrading of the prisoners

in the large-scale evacuation and:
shakedown on March 2nd of this:year. -
Guards pulled the inmates out of our
cellblocks to be shaken down one at
a time in front of a closed circuit
TV camera monitored by women guards.

After the shakedown, the inmites were
told to strip, then to bend over and
grab their ankles. Then we were

" checked out to see if in fact. there

was a knife hidden up somebody's anus.

It seems to me that if this kind of

~check is necessary, -it sheuld be done

Sheriff Steve -Brienen admitted that
female correctional officers could
eagily have watched the strip-searches-.

f and anal 1nspect10ns ofieach of the‘

Jall s 57 prlsoners March 2.

The mass1ve search and shakedown was. ..
ordered after a large butcher knife was
discovered mlsslng from.the 3a11°
kltchen. : :

Instead of searching the men in their
cellblocks, Brienen 1nstructed his
officers to make each prisoner strip -
in the jail's hallways.. The hallways
all have closed-circuit TV cameras
which are monltored from the Jall s
comrtrol roomn

.After strlpplng, edch prlscner'was
ordered to bend over for an anal
1nspectlon. .

Femal e correctlonal -officers work -in
the control room, and Sheriff Brienen
admitted that they could have been
watching the anal searches on the V..

Amonltors.

"But that s no violation,",Brienen

I o ;]f 4§
H A’J | H

‘added. quickly..

' to take pol"graph tests.o"

T YW
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Anal search not degradmg,
- sheriff says

¥ When 1nterv1ewed by the” Post—Amerlkan,

"There s no civil
rights violation in that."

.I told Brienen that prisoners in contact
‘with the:Pogt-Amerikan thought that

“the anal search,: espec1ally in front
of TV cameras,

was unnecessarlly
degrad1ng and dehumanlzlng

"Well, I'd have to take exactly the -
oppos1te pos1t10n," Brlenen added
flrmly.

" Brienen went on to defend his actlons N

by talking about the potentlal danger
posed by a butcher knife belng loose
somewhere in the Jall.'

Did he thlnk they would find the knlfe
hldden in someone s rectum°_ ; )

Although the knife was never found.
Brieneéen doesn't think his shakedown
was an overreaction. "At least we-

-know it's not in the jail," heﬂsaid.‘

The prlsoners are now vindicated,:
apparently, but they never received .
any apology. Brienen says he is now

‘investigating jail staff and civilian

employees, and many are being asked

——Mark Sllversteln g

Medla aid frame-up (cont)

media, completely smother the
Recktenwald series with ‘a barrage of -
articles (18 by Weidrich alone!) that
hammer at the theme that Pontiac and
Statev1lle are _out of control, run by
gangs. :

_Fighting llack SIS Sy

The Tribune is engaging in a subtle

form. of jury screening. No matter

what jurors are selected, they will

‘have been.influenced by the overall =

pattern of Tribune articles, =y

editorials and news analyses. And
that pattern is des1gned to Justlfy‘
. Mass executions.

 With Rowe fired and a new position
;established about Pontiac, Thompson -
.'hopes that -the way is clear for his
plan of/genOQide and repression.

Will Thompson and hls dllie$’1ﬂ “the -
medla be able to pull»offra mass

lynching and their repressive "law
and order" plan?  Thé answer to that
is no! All:of us united in the City
Wide Coalition to Free the Pontiac
Brothersy 1nc1ud1ng the Pontiac
:Prigoners Support Coalltlon, are
detérmined to turn Thompson's plan
into a ghambleg. We are d01ng this
by organizing speaking engagements,
developing a slide show, and dis- !
tributing this and other literaturé
that tells the Truth about Pontiac.

We are raising money for the legal

" defense-of anyone indicted for the
Pohtiac rebellion.  We are building
a movement. to defend the Pontiac

- Brothers and to put an end to
Thompson's efforts to climb to the.
Presidency over.the bodies of black
prisoners, = We would like you to help
us in this effort.e

(Write to PPSC, 2955 E. 88th St., Chicago 6061:2) ;

N

e,

-..@..c..acc......5,c.¢3iap...soq.a........o........

by a doctor, not a deputy sheriff.
This kind of degradation breaks a
person's spirit, especially since the
_complete strip-search was -done in
front of a TV camera,
didn't know who.was watchlng

After the shakedowns. the inmates were
cuffed with our hands behind our backs
and walked to the outside garage and
told to sit down. "If you move, you - .
will be shot. Do you understand?" " -
These were.the exact words of Chief -
Deputy Ed Farrell.

Wearing only.our~coveralls,.we
prisoners sat out in 34 degree weather
for about three hours. We weren't
able to move, even to go.to the

-~ bathroom. It seemed like any moment
we would hear the gas pellets drop, -
and that would:be the end of us as
it. was with the Jews in WwII.

"Mhat more-.could happen”" asked one"
inmate who: didn't. even know what was
going on and why.

Some of’ the men-weren't even allowed
to put on shoes ard were sitting in
this cold, damp garage -while guards
wore their coats. If they were cold,
surely they must.have known we were -
to0. - A woman's voice came over the =
- microphone from the control room and
said, ""What's the matter? Are you
.cold?" ‘ : :
~When we were taken back to our cells,
we found out what else could have
happened Our’personal mail had been
gone' through, magazines and books-

‘pencil was taken away.
~in GED classes, -as I am,
than one pen01l ;

Some people:
need-more . -

What kind of people work for our
sheriff? What kind of . person would
~look at plctures of another man's w1fe
J.or sweetheart, read personal ‘mails;’ and
then not even have.the reéspect to put
‘the 1etters back" 1n the envelopes°

Could there have been a knife in the

. mail? " Is that why it was necessary
:for them to go through our mail and
plctures°

[4

“Or is-it because these guards are

" people:that like: the chance to use . ,
', the1r power over a person behlnd bars°
E Also, aren't these ‘guards paid enough -

40 buy-candy bars? ' I ask this' "

-missing after the shakedown.  When I.
= asked where they were I was told, "I
~‘don't know." _The wrappers were in-

. the next cell over, and the man there
didn' t have any candy«

DR e S e

and the prlsoners ' ‘ After the shakedown,

- were confiscated, and all except one

questlon because I had two candy bars/'

I guess, durlng the shakedown a guard -
got hungry so he helped himself to my
candy.. After all, 1t .was. free:

they kept us’bn
lock-up two more days--until Sunday
March Lth. - .

If there was something missing-from
the kitchen, what do we have to-do
with that up here? ' We never get

" within 20 yards of the kitchen unless

there is a:secret door I don't know
about.

We were told' we could not have: .
anything to read until later.. We

don't have access to law books, which
is. one of our rights. 3

The staff dec1des if our mall ig g01ng
i‘out or coming in.

If they don't
think :we need it, we don"t get it. I
have had undelivered mail in my

i personal ‘property envelope that I was
'never:told about untll last week.

I haven't even been conv1cted yet and

- I.feel 1like I'm waiting to be

The sheriff's staff seems
to think: that:the constitution of the

executed.

| United States should be rewritten.

The warlords that run this county's

'.jail apparently believe in guilty

until proven innocent, hot: 1nnocent

i unt1l proven guilty.

blIf you ‘have a publlc defender, you ll
: be lucky to see him before you get

into courts ‘Then all he can say is

"I.got you-a good deal. . Plead guilty. "i‘
. They very seldom try to win .a .case :
. for you.

Between -them-and this
county Jail, it's ho wonder there are
§0 many young people sent.to prison.:
The system makes ybdu plead guilty, i
Just to get out of this Jall s

If, the taxpayers of McLean County
only knew how the off1c1als run ‘this:
county law enforcement ageney, 1 :
believe they. ‘would ask for an :

: lnvestlgatlon into- these matters.

I have seen older people come 1nto
this jail who have been smoking for
25 or 30 years. They have had their
smoking privileges -taken away. -Can.
you imagihe what that would be like? .

People who. have medicine for heart
problems have their medicine taken
away until it can be analyzed, which .
by then could be too late.. If you

come into -the jail on a Saturday
mornlng and need your medicine, you
can't have. it until Monday night 7
because that is when the doctor gets
“here,:. - .

R R AR N
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There is no doctor here on the week—
‘end.

These are just some of the everyday
problems of this county jail. As I
write this letter, I even wonder if it
“will make it out of this jail. I've

“_sent notes to the jail warden before

to ask to see him.  Once while I was
out cleanlng two days later, I Tound
my notée in the social worker s

trash can.

If they don t want- you to talk to
anybody -about the conditions in this
jail, .they- just keep you out of
contact. with the outside world.
the sheriff doesn't get letters
~written: to him. First it goes to a
shift sergeant, then a social worker,
then the warden. TIf these people
feel it is important enough, the

. sheriff mlght get it. : ‘%

Even. .-

Most oflthe tlme it doesn't make it
‘past the social worker, though. :

An 1nvest1gatlon of thls county jail
-may ‘save ‘Someone's life. Would you
want’ to be treated llke this?

Only you, the people of the county,
can put an end to the endless torments

and psychologlcal games played in:this

jail.

The Jall s001al worker ‘has more say
than . the guards do. . She ‘doesn’ t
know. if ghe is doing the vight.

.things or not, but she tries to be

a-dictator in her own way. . One
.problem ig that you can never -see.-
_her because she spends-more of’ the'

day downstairs eating than she does

Sherlff Brlenen s March 2 strlp—‘
search and shakedown of all the Jall s
prisoners is even more outrageous:
when you realize that many of the -
prisoners have never even been
_conv1cted of a crime--they are just
housed' in the :jail while waiting

for relatlves of frlends to brlng
bail money.

Jon Snyder was arrested on a drug
charge and &ent to the county jail to
wait for bail. <~ 'The sheriff's police -
are supposed~to release a prisoner
when someone brings ,bhe bail money.

But when “Snyder's ex-wife arrived.

‘with the bail money'at 1 pm Frlday
March 2, the Sheriff's police were’
already planning thelr massive

The wrlter of the ad301n1ng letter, Bob
Love, :wag in one of two cellblocks who
were taken -to theé outdoor sallyport 1o
walt while the jail was searched.

. Chuck Long was in a~d1fferent cell-

block and was taken--along with most
of “the jail's prisoners--to the

After the strlp searches and anal

' inspections of each member of his cell-
- block, Long said Correctional Officer

Dave Goldberg addressed the group.

"You Wwill be taken now to the- yard and
told to:sit down. If anyone moves or
stands up, we will shoot to kill and ask
questions later,'" Goldberg sald,
according: to Long.

Long .said prisoners from other cell-
blocks were already. in the yard. = He.
said i two ‘deputies were standlng guard

twith 12-guage pump shotgung, and a

sergeant had a .45 machine gun.

After 45 mlnutes in the yard, accord1ng

to Long, chief Deputy Ed Farrell came

"yards", an outdoor cement- floored area
' on. the jail's roof. ; -

“totalitarian’ methods

" would like to know:

.p....5..............a...c..c........................

- Prisoner held ||Iegally

.-8earch: and shakedown.

~released at 1 pm Friday.
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up here talking to the inmates, I
could go on' for days about this jail,
but in the shakedown they also took
most of my paper.

I.still ‘do not know what klnd of
weapon they were looklng for.

Thls is what we in thls cell- block
did they. ever
find the knlfe they lost?e -

--C Block - Robert Lo;"

Slnce the
cops didn't want Snyder to miss any
of the fun, they told.his ex-w1fe
to come back with the money 1n the
evenlng.

Snyder d1dn £’ get out untll 11:30 that
night.. Until his release, nobody -
even told him that his ex-wife had
arrlved with the money earlier,

If the sherlff's police had obeyed
the bail law, Snyder would have been
Instead,
Snyder’ was forced. to endure a strip
search, an anal inspection in front
of TV cameras, and to spend much of

- the day freezing outdoors with his

- hands cuffed behind his back.e:

--Mark’ Silverstein

....Q................O‘...............O............‘..QO......
.....0.0...........OO...........0...................O...Q..O..

~ More on jail shakedown

out. = He told everyone: to shut up or

. else they would be forced to lie face

down ‘onn the cement until they were

brought ingide.

Long said some of the men had already
been outside for several hours and'
were getting cold. He said most of the
prlsoners had no shoes, and a lot
didn't have. socks.

“Wheni he returned to his cellblock, Long

found a lot missing. All reading
material had been conflscated- some
items purchased from the commissary )
were gone, and photos and pictures that

‘prisoners had on the walls had been

/taken down.

‘officers were searching

'Aftergputting prisoners

trustees had
employee~-not a
knife the

for.

Long said that the jail
been saying that a jail
prisoner--had. taken the

through this
unnecessary and degrading ordeal, now
Sheriff Brienen, too, understands that
none of the prlsoners was guilty.e )
; -M.S.




A lot-of people know what foos stamps are. " But
for readers who don't, here is a short explana—
tion.

The government's Food Stamp Program lets- low-
income people buy food more cheaply You
i spend the stamps -like money at food stores

Let's say you go to the Pubhc Aid offlce at 719
W. Chestnut in Bloomington to apply for food.
‘stamps. How do the workers there decide “if
you get them or not?.

. First, e11g1b111ty (Whether or not you can get
them) for food stamps is figured out according :
to national rules. . These national standards are

- set up by the U.S. Department of Agr1cu1ture
(USDA)

The same standards are used by every county in
‘the country to f1gure out whether a person is
ellmble :

F1rst Pubhc Aid must accept an apphcatlon for-
- food stamps from any person who wants to apply.
Jimmy Carter ‘can apply. The Easter Bunny can
apply. A flve-year old can. apply Anybody‘ can
apply. .

‘Now, mind you, - it might.not do you any good to'
apply. . But they have to let you do it.

HOUSEHOLD

The food stamp people use the term household a

lot.” A household could be one person or it could
be twenty A household is all the people who live
together, buy food together and eat it (at least
sometimes) together

Household has to do ,with'money. If you share
both living and food expenses with other people,

- you're part of a household. If you pay for your
food yourself; you're a household all by yourself.

You don't have to be related to the other people '
by blood or marriage to be part of a household.

"Two or more people living in the same house

but not sharing food are each separate households.

It's important'to know what the food stamp people
mean by household because all of the eligibility
standards: go by household. If there are other
people in your household ‘you have'to meet the -

' elig1b111ty standards asa group

OTHER REQUIREMENTS

T o get food stamps, you have todive in the same

‘county in which you apply for thestamps You
don't always have'to be a c1t1zen of the U..S., but
some classes of "ahens" (non-cmzens) aren't
ehglble :

At least some of the information that the food
‘stamp people hand out doesn't say that you have
to have an address to get food stamps.  But an’
. outreach worker for the program has said that
you‘do‘have to have an address. -And the apph-
cation form asks for your address

So, 1t's probably a verygood idea to get an
“address before you ‘apply: for food stamps, “even-
if it's only a place to park your car--if you're

living in one--and pick up your mail.

“'stamps.

T84, 500 (car, motorcycle, -ete.).
have a second licensed motor vehicle if it's
for your job if less than $4, 500.

CABLE TV
~ TELEPHONES
AIR CONDITIONED

Depending-on a lot-of different things;  you may
have to be registered with the Illinois Employment

“Service for work if you!re not working at-a paying

job--or are on strike--when you apply-for food
Here are some. examples of people who
don't have to register: people who are physically
unable to work, AABD recipients, people under
18 or over 65, and people who.take care of
dependent people.

/ANYBODY AN "APPLY FOR FOOD
S¥AMPS BUT IT  DOESN'T  MEAN
“THEY'LL - BGET . MEM! iiimat

¥M SDRRY, BUT FOR
DNE  THING, WE DON'T
RETEPT EGGS FOR)

, CURRENEHW/!

Now the complicated part of fiéuring out whether.
someone is eligible for food stamps has to do with
their resources and their income.. "If you have -
too many resources or too much income, you
can't get stamps (Resources are things like -
cash, savings and checkmg accounts, property,
clothing, ete.- I'll explain more as we go along )

- RESOURCES

"The Food Stamp Program divides resources into -
“.-two groups.

In one'groiip, you can have as many
as you have and still get stamps. -In the other,
you can only have so much or you're ineligible.

First 1'11 list the resources that don't count.
are called exempt resources.

_ They
You can:have any. of

* these and they don't make it any harder to get food
stamps- : P

’ '1 Homestead. property This is property that you

own and-you live on..

2. Clothmg and personal effects

3. Household furnishings. :
‘4. One licensed motor vehicle in value up to
Also, youcan

5. Cash value. of life insurance pol1cy-—one
“per’ person. : :

"Income—producmg property essent1a1 to self-"
support or property ‘producing; income consistent
with its fair market value.". This is a hard one to
'flgure out, but it-has to do with renting to people. °
If you own property and rent it out, the property
itself'doesn't count at all. But you subtract
in§urance, interest, and taxes from the rent and ;
then count what's left as income, which we'l{ get
to in a little while. ’

7 ' Payments under Title I, the Uniform Reloca'— »

: bu11d1ngs, boats, planes, ete.

-tion ‘Assistance and Real Properties Acquisition
Act of 1970. This is money that you get from the
governmeént when it knocks your house down and
tells you to move. ' o
8. Native American lands
9. Prorated or averaged income for self—employed
persons or students: (ThlS will be explained more
when--if--we get to income. - I hope you can hold.
out that long.). . ’

"OK. Those things are resources that don't count
when figuring out if you can get food stamps.
Next, I'm going to list the things they do count.
~Of the things'in the list that follows, your house-
‘hold can have up to $1750 worth of stuff. But,
if your household has two or more people in it
and at least one .of the people is over 60, then’
~you can have $3000 worth of stuff’instead of
‘$1750.‘. Any more and that's it. No food stamps.

. These are called non—exempt resources, or
assets- L ‘

"Readlly negotlable 11qu1d assets " Examples
of these are cash savmgs and checking ‘accounts,

In 1961, one of the f1rst e1ght food stamp
programs began on a trial basis in Franklin
- County here in Illinois. "By 1969, all Illinois
counties had the Food Stamp Proj gram, which’
“is part of Public A1d

In June, 1975, -an Outreach Plan was started .
to get the word about food stamps out to all-

oD

g1 o%ed uByIIoUWY-3804

How to" Get °Em'

U.S. Savings Bonds; Certlflcates of depos1t
stocks and bonds.

“

2. "Money received as luinp—sum benefits." For

,1nstance, 1ncome tax refunds

‘ "Non—hquld resources " This would be land
:But remember, 1t
doesn't include the property you'live on. = This
‘category also includes those extra cars you -
couldn't squeeze into number four in the other
group of resources.

INCOME
We re finally at 1ncome, which I've been
promlsmg to explam for qu1te a few paragraphs

i you re part of an "as31stance household"-—

if you're already. getting some kind of public
aid--you can ask:the Public: Aid people for infor-
mation about how much income you can have and
still receive food stamps. ; ’ :

If you're not,already getting some kind of public
aid, this is the rap on income and food stamps.

~+Like resources, income-is divided‘into tWo'-
S groups——the income that matters when figuring

o

713 N. MAIN
NORMAL
452-1165
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‘out whether you can get food stamps and the
income- that doesn't matter )

_The government demands that you report all,
income, whether it's exempt (the kind that doesn't
‘count) or non-exempt (the kind that does). Some
people are pretty upset about '"welfare cheaters,'
and they're not talking about the airlines that the
government pays to keep flying back and forth
across the ocean with hardly any passengers
That's called a subsidy.

- _And they're not talkmg'aboutall the money Nkixon..
gets to sit out in California and get a tan. - That's
called-—-well\, you can call it whatever you want.

Anyway, what with the "welfare cheater" hysteria,

if you don't report all your income," it's possible
you could get | into bunches of trouble--1f they
catch you:

INCOME TI'IAT
DOESN’'T COUNT

So here is the list of exempt income--income
that they don't count. Remember, they figure

out the income of the household as a whole group. 3

R

of the state's low-income people.

In May 1977, the-Post printed four pages ,

about food stamps--what the regulations are, -
“how to get them, how to.complain. . Since
‘President. Jimmy recently handed down'to us’
new, not-so-improved food stamp regulations,
we are plugging in the changed regulations
and reprmtmg our 1977 art1cle about

- and Stuf f lee That

1. The earmngs of a member of the household
who is under 18 and who is in school at least:
half-tlme. :

e Payments from Umerm Relocation Ass1stance
“(the money .the government gives you for moving

" expenses when they knock your houSe dovn'to

- “build a parkmg Tot).

3. Any gam or benefit which is not money." This
means groceries, clothes, etc., thata friend
just giVes to your household. - This does not
include somebody who's not in your household -
paying for your rent or ut111t1es, though. They
can buy somethmg to give you as a g1ft but if

Sg AMPS

3. Payments from roomers or boarders. ‘
_is another-complicated area, ‘unfortunately. A

they pay your bills, that's counted as non-—exemp
" income. v

©- 4. Medical payments made. by a non-household

member for your household. -. This is‘an exception
to the last rule (no. 3).

” 5. Irregular income under $25 for every three
~ months which you can't count on ahead of tlme

This could include shoveling walks, mowing
lawns, babysitting, etc. But it can only add up

“.to $25 for the whole household. .

6. "Non-recurring lump-sum benefits' like "
income tax refunds and insuranceé settlements.
These things are counted, but they're. cons1dered

"resources-instéad of income:
7.-20% of your gross income from your ]ob
or training.

b. 8. All loans'except educational loans. :

9. Compensation received for services performed
-under Title VI, Older Amerlcans,Act

INCOME THAT COUNTS

And thisis the 11st of non—exempt income, the:

~

money they do count when
figuring out if you are eligible
for[tood stamps:

1. "'Compen_sation received as
an employee."” This is what
you earn at your Job-—wages,
‘tips; etc. )

2, Self-employment mcome .

_and farming operations,

except the followmg four

things:

- MA. Payments on principal
for real estate or capltal

- assets.. -

*"B. F‘Payments on pr1n01pa1 ‘
of the purchase cost of
mcome—producmg real
estate.

6T o3ed uexr.xeﬁlv—“;tsod

"C. Depreciation or-dependency deduetions
claimed for Federal Income Tax. '
> "D. Net loss in any previous period:'" -

: s you re self—employed when you figure out

your income for food stamps, you subtract your -

. costs from the gross and that's your income.

Then this income, which is called net income;

: is averaged by the food stamp people over a yea¥.

If it's-farm income, the averaging may be uneven -
to match the way the money really comes in.)

This

= 516 N Mam St.

A

‘eereals
dried {m: S

NATURAL FOODS
Bloommgton, Il 61701

A natoral ~€oo¢], S’éore.

Inb have: 100 produc{:s avaﬂable i, S0 r].ourow:\,
~bins. Please stop bg ’cog;ee aczuauvbed‘

, INCOME 7

HN‘/ SorT DF MEDitAL - expsuses?””
FISSISTHNCE SHELTER CosTs? |

roomer is somebody who pays you to live inthe

- same house you live in. All the money the

roomer pays your household (to live in your
home) is considered income. Roomers are not
counted as part of your household: 'A roomer
can get food stamps.

-A boarder is somebody who.pays you to feed her
or him regularly but doesn't pay you to live in
your home. Depending on ‘how much the boarder
‘pays you, either part or all of the boarder's
payment is considered income for your house-
hold. If a household has three or more
boarders, the whole household is ineligble
because then it's a boarding house; and
boarding houses can't get food stamps. - A

‘boarder, likea roomer, is not considered part

of the household and you only receive food
stamps as an independent household.

A roomer-boarder is somebody who pays you

" at least $50 for both lodging and meals. Subtract

$50 from what the roomer-boarderpays you
fy(’)rf lodging and meals and that amount is what
is counted as income for your household.

If somebody is paying you less than $50 for room
and board, that person is considered a member

of your household. -And that changes everything: - v
-~ his or her ‘income and resources are then added ‘

in w1th everybody else's. .

MORE
INCOME THAT COUNTS

“We still have five more kmds of non-exempt
income to cover, but they re easy ones:

- 4. Payments re‘celved/as,annmues, pens1ons,,

etc. SMIB payments subtracted from social
security benefits are included in this.

5. Assistance payments and payments fOr foster
children.

6. Payments from government programs 11ke

CETA.

kNBw I-\S MOTH: As. ‘HGU CaAn AHEAD
‘OF TimE ![Sp 7hu DON'T GET
FLUSTERED oR ANYTHING /]

DEDutTluNSP -

L‘H!LD CARE?T DR
guPPDRTi’ E'rr? y

7. Payments made by somebody who's not part

»of your household for things like your rent and .

utilities.
bills,

But remember,. if they pay medical
it's exempt income.

-~ 8. (The last one!) ‘Educational grants, loang or

scholarships-that can be used toward everyday
living expenses. So, you don't have to.count.
money you get for tuition .and required lab fees.
This money that you get that's used for daily life
will be averaged over the time covered by the

loan or whatever.. ’

Whew' We have only one more ‘long, dreary list
about.income to plow through. ThlS list is called:

“-allowable deductlons from income.’

DEDUCTIONS

These are things that you can subtract from your
income. - And the simaller your income; the .

~ better your chance of getting food stamps. - So,

it's to your benefit to make sure the food stamp. - -
worker lmows about any of these things: R

" 1. Deductions from your job income that the law
."or your employer makes you take out.

“This
includes local, - state, te, and federal income taxes,

“social security taxeés, and required union dues

--anything that you don't have any choice about. .

“If you can choose whether to deduct something

from your wages, ‘it doesn't count. .




FOOD

B 2. Food: Stamp office graciously allows a"
;" standard deduction of $65.
“3. ‘A 'household can deduct up to $80 to cover ‘
" costs of dependent care deduction. Dependent . .
- care deduction is: money. spent for baby-sitters
_or child care or for care for adults who are
! unable to care for: themselves. : '

.4, Shelter: costs in excess of 50% of net income -
(net income is income minus deduction of 20%
of earned income and minus the standard
deduction of $65).. This means that your house-
hold is allowed to spend 50% of their income -
for rent and utilities.  If you spend more than
50% you are allowed to subtract whatever is .
left from the $80 in dependent care deduction
#4 if you have that deduction, ‘if not you can":
‘subtract the:entire $80 or what you need of

that $80. '

‘4. Payments for child care if you're working or
.going to training classes for employment, like
CETA. Your babysitter doesn't-have to be
licensed, and there's no maximum on this
deduction--you can subtract the whole amount
‘you spend..

5. Unexpected expenses because of things like -
property damage or 1oss from flre, theft, flood,
storms, etc.

6. If they're not covered by a grant; you can.
deduct requlred lab fees and ,tultlon for school

7. Court-ordered payment for child support,
_ alimony, or both. You can't deduct child support
‘or alimony payments that yot you:make ]ust because
you want to, and you can't deduct any money' you
“give ‘that's ‘more than you were forced to pay
- by the court. ~
Al

: That's 1t for 1ncome" '

Based on your 1ncome, here is how the food
stamp worker will figure out whether you
quahfy for food stamps. :

If you're the only" person in your»‘ household.

on any
| famlly
,thm crust
pizza
or Iarge
14” pan
plzza

1 Coupon good thru /‘prll 30. i
l----- COUPON -----l

m e” beaufort

g i

STAMPS CONTINUED

e important paper with you when you apply.

= yous
. rate, your address,. your name,.and the owner's

: 'If you own your home, take a recent property
T ‘payment receipt.
e you pa1d and the date. -

If you ‘get pension benefits '(like social security, .
_ veteran 8, railroad, retirement; disability,

: statement
" food stamp worker can contact the office of the :

: document.

and’you make more than $277 per month.pe_t S
income, you can't get food stamps. " If you
" make $277 or less, you can. ‘

'(Here's how you figure out your net.income: - -
First figure out your non-exempt incomeand
. then subtract-your deductions:fromit.) -

- With two people in your household, the housé-
© hold's net iricome can't be more than $365 and
st111 be eligible for food stamps.

With three people 1n the household the maximum

net income is $454 per month - With four people,
it's $542. ;

Wlth five household members, the Eanum is”
$630.  With six it's $719. - With seven, $807.
And with eight, it's $895 net income per month

For each extra ‘household member over elght
"add $89 to $895. :

‘Thege dollar amounts can change every six
months, but the basics .of the program won't
change very much for:a whrle.

It's important to know that YOU DON'T HAVE -
TO FIGURE ALL THIS OUT BEFORE YOU APPLY
FOR FOOD STAMPS. . The food stamp worker: *
will help you figure it-out, or doit for you. But.

I think it's a good idea to know ahead of time how
they figure out lf you quallfy and what questions

7 they'll ask.:

&

" It's easier to keep from gettmg screwed over

that way.

PROVING YOURSELF
Now, they're certainly not just going totake
your 'word for anything..That's not the way
things are at.all. . S S

You have to be able to prove all)the statements  ©

you make about your resources and income.

"And
of course, you do this by bnnglng a bunch of: °

If youpay rent, take a recent rent receipt‘with ‘
This should have on it the date, ‘your rent

name. Also take utlhty recelpts. SR 5

“'This should show the amount

o To prove what youw make at your ]ob you should -
take your last paycheck stub or a statement from
“your boss. -

~

survivor's; etc.), you should take your award
le*ter, check stub, eligibility notlce, or. monthly
If you don't have any of those, -the

agency you're getting benefits from, but that
mlght delay your stamps -

- A
If you have trust funds, the food stamp worker
w111 contact your trustee. :

e § you're gettlng unemployment or workmgfolks'

compensation; take your check stub e11g1b111ty i

notlce, or beneflt card

E If you're makmg ahmony payments, take your

award letter. . If: you're making child support
payments, take your drvorce decree or court

If youtrent to somebody, take copies ‘of reee1pts :
and,approprlate tax documents.

gid you get div1dends or: mterest payments or both,

: mke your bank book or. stock cert1f1cates.

o If you're gettmg CETA or WIN payments, you

should geta statement from the CETA office:or, -

for W]N payments, from the county office.

Ea

If you're self—employed take your tax forms.

{If"it's good enough for the feds, it's good enough ,

for the'locals:).

I you're getung payments for foster child care,
the food stamp worker will contact the right -

‘ ~There ‘are also specw.l optlons for € elderly people,',,,
for mlgrants, and for people: livmg in-an area . L
- that's'been declared a dlsaster area. ;

"for expedited services submits an apphcatlon )
“be malled by Wednesday afternoon or be ready
.to pick up. at. the office by Thursday morning.

- Now:in order to be eleglble for. expedited

" destitute or have zerd income.

-household is‘one that has received all
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To prove how much cash:you have, you will sign

a statement of that amount.- I you have bank
accounts, take your:bank books. "I you have

stocks or bonds, take your stock-and bond cer- |

- tificates. If you have real estate or a prepa1d

burial plan, take your title,. deed, or contract
‘document. : .

SPECIAL OPTIONS

Well,. that's it for long hsts. I promlse.

There are some specml optlons in the food stamp
program that-you should know:about before you
apply. - You can find out more about these options

/. when you apply or by calling the Public"Aid
‘Office at 827-4621. The number is listed in the

telephone directory's white pages under McLean
County Department of Public Aid,

For instance, you:can get a proxy if you'want.
A proxy is a ‘person who can buy and spend your
stamps for you.

Also you can have an authorized representative.
This is a person that you say in writing can apply
for food stamps for you, instead of someone in
your household doing it.f/_Applying for food -
stamps includes an interview, so this represen-
tative will be. 1nterv1ewed mstead of you.

ITS A GODD IDEA To HAVE AN

m)vnesslg = T e

It is sometimes pos31ble to get emergency fOod

stamps or ”exped1ted services." If a person is

- eligible for expedited services,- his/her
‘application must be processed within 2 days.

In other words, if a person who is: eleglble

with the DPA office on Monday, the
Authorization to Purchase (ATP card) must

services a person must be determlned to be
The
Departments‘ definition for a destitute

income from a terminated source prior to
the date of apphcatlon for food stamps -or
are not: going to receive more than $25 from,

i’a'new _source within 10 days after the

application. A person will be verified for

‘food stamps for one month under the
- expedited services and all that has to be

verified or checked to receive these services
isthe households' identity and residency.’
The food stamp. office will then.verify- or- . -

‘check your income and bills within: the

month for the1r correctness.

" HOW T"_o 'A‘PP‘EAL' |
OR COMPLAIN

If you think that you should have gotten food

“stamps and the food stamp worker tells you

thatyou.can't, youcan appeal

This is called. -
; "fa1r hearmg." , o

YOU ARE SUPPOSED TO BE TOLD ABOUT
YOUR RIGHT TO A FAIR HEARING WHEN
IF THEY

'agenCY- : YOU FIRST APPLY FOR STAMPS.
: DON'T TELL YOU, ASK. '

U
. *
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MORE FOOD STAMPS cou'rmueo

You can e1ther ]ust ask for a hearmg or you can
" put it in writing. Another person could do it '
-for you, too:. The Public Aid people MUST .
help you make out your request-and prepare your

case. If legal services.are avallable, the public- .

- .aid people should tell you about them.

If you are told you can't get food stamps; and you ?

- want to have a fair hearmg, tell them RIGHT
- AWAY. It's probably best to put it in writing,.

Also, if you ever get any information from the

~ Public Aid office that you don't understand, ask

them about it IMMEDIATELY. .. Sometimes there

are time limits on things , and they don't tell you -

about:them. - It's: 1mportant to read carefully .
everything they give you or mail to you, and.if -
you don't understand something, ask questions.

If you want to complain about the way you've been ..

‘treated.or about a‘final dec1ston that says you -

~_‘can't get food stamps, there are several things
_you can doi- : They might not do any good but
you can try.

One thmg'you can do is complain to the county
supervisor, Gail Gilette. ~She's at the Public
Aid office at 603 N. Center, Bloomington, - ...

Another thing you can do-is call or write to the
Peoria regional office of Public Aid.  The -
phone number there is 1-691-2200. (Try it
- collect, first,). Complaints made to both Gail ~
Gilette and to the Peoria office are acted on at’
~least sometlmes. :

It's always a good idea to put your oompla_int in

. some - lS even WOIr'S€. i

onday through Wednesday or. some
hich my packed class schedule mad
‘recent policy change-=walk<in 8:
hance to try my luck.:

T arrived at 2:45.

* feeling a little apprehensive.-

i leave. -
“ahead" of ‘me, ‘she said,

her I would wait anyway

resent cllents.

‘,stubs .

- and more beneflts.

the new rules.,

;"Why° T know h
award letter‘; .

'k"What‘?' pru

: .‘tell us if you're a dependent M

"You're klddlng'
from my. mother for Chrlssake ""_v

anr thought you posted hours until 5:00," . I replled.,,
~'she said, but they stopped 1nterv1ew1ng at 4 100,

§ I wasn't seen until 4: 10, but was entertalned in the !
~interim by the receptionist chattlng on' the phone to her
+boy: friend (ever wonder why ‘it's always busy when you:
;call?) and gossiping with. her co-workers about past and :

‘VFlnally I was ushered 1nto the hallowed ‘halls of the
“interview- cubical, where I spread out my ID's and pay
The 1nterv1ewer regretfully informed - me. that I
- would need scads more verification of mv assets and
f'JuStlflcatlon of’ my need: (and existence, I think).
~Carter's ‘new program, " she explained.:
started, we ‘were told it would mean greater. ellglblllty

But a desk audit of over 200. *
"clients .showed us’ it's more: paperwork, reduced
,ellglblllty, and less food. stamps: for every. cllent."
I wasn't real surprlsed——but then she: started inon

f"And we're sendlng thls form to your mother S0° she can

I'm 25 years old and I need a note

' wr1t1ng. You could also complaln to the state
~ director of public aid in Chicago. You can get
that address from the Bloomington office.

READ THIS
EVEN IF YOU.
SKIP THE REST

- CALL AHEAD if you're gomg to apply for food
stamps. They're supposed to let'you apply on
the spot, but lots of people say that doesn't
always: happen.

- /"BE~ ABLE . TD' PRDVE ALL STATEMENTS
You: MAKE ABOUT INCOME -AND
RESBIJR‘ZES’ LS /’,Q/;l\'///v/!/é\//l//‘
N l/ ]
A

KEEP THE ORIGINAL COPIES OF ALL OF
YOUR. RECORDS. When the food stamp worker
asks for information to put on file, ask if she or
he can make and keep'a xeroxed.copy of your:

Another student stomped by food stamps

T hav1ng any money is no fun at all——but trylng to get

er ludlcrous : schedule

ossible. :However, .«

ll 5:‘00——gave me: a.

By 31 15 I _had ‘seen’oné" woman w1th tears

“in her eyes and an old man with a hopeless slump to his :
:shoulders’ come “out  of the“interview office; and I was -
‘About ‘this: time the
‘f: receptionist signalled ‘me and:told me I might-as:well . Sl
When I questioned this, as only two people remained S
"Well it's getting close to 4:00." !

Yes,
I told -

nggt s i
"When: 1t Ilrst ne

‘nasty or impatient with them. Remember. that -

thmgs explamed to you unt11 you understand.

“attitudes.  It's the respons1b111ty of the Public
Aid workers to make sure you understand what's

“Look, " she sald apologetlcally
to the mothers of L5- year ~olds 1f they re students."

When I left the office I was outraged.__"
_ degraded; powerless to deal-with my situation. . The

“:patriarchs had effectively put me in the position of.
asking Massah’ for "anoﬂther bowl of peanuts.f:iplease."p

Welcome 1n Spr1ng

orlgmal recelpt or whatever. You might need

- your original later, especially if it's a medical

%

statement, something that is very popular with
welfare agencies. - o :

KEEP ALL' THE MAIL AND STATEMENTS

you get from the public aid office. . If a problem
comes up, you may need theni. Write down the =
dates and the names of workers you talk:to. Try o
to take a witness with youto meetmgs if you -

think they might be 1mportant. :

- If you have questlons or problems when you apply

or want to talk to somebody beforehand, ‘you can
call the Legal Aid offlce at 827 5021,

REMEMBER THAT YOU'RE :IMPORTANT.. .
That may sound:strange, but imany people have
said that Public Aid workers were rude or

you have rights, and one of them is to have

It's very unfair that the welfare system is so

confusing and comphcated and-the respons1bility
often ends up on you to try to make workers
explain it to you. - But'a lot of the time that's:
how it is. . If you-can, take somebody along to
«help you out.

Don't be ashamed.\ It's ce'rtainly not just low-
income people who have problems with math or
with reading or with talking to peovple with snotty

going on. . If they won't take the tithe to explain

. things to you, or if they are nasty, complain. &

NICIC THORKLESON/cpf

nItve had to send notes '

I felt helpless. .

.....

orrARs ¢ msmuc.no

108 Broadwsv
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New food stamp rules explamed

As of March 1, 1979, new food stamp - ' _the date of appllcat1on and won't 3-) _Stugents attendlng,an educational
regulations went into ‘effect. Some ~ receive more than $25 from a new lnstltutlon beyond the 12th grade/who
basic changes were made, and if you . source within ten days after the . are attending -part-time must register |
are on food stamps you are already application. A person will be given to work at least20.hours a week.
probably - feel1ng the effect of these ; food stamps for one month under the (I might mention this requirement, if.
,changes. expedited servicesyand all that has to unmet, does not disqualify an entire-

' ’ ' ! ‘ be checked is the-household's identity household Just that one person.)
The U.S. Department of Agr1culture, i (who lives there) and whether the
which regulates the food stamp program, household is in-McLean County. - The L4.) .Students who are over the age of
attempted to. simplify the operation food stamp-office will then verify your 18 but still attending high school
procedures by adapting these new . - : income, or.lack of it, and bills within - must register to work whenever there
regulations. . Unfortunately, . as - .~ -~ the month for- their correctness. .- . is a school vacation that exceeds 30
happens in the case of most, aid IR L , B days.  (This requirement, if unmet,

programs, simplification usually means
a cutback for the recipients. It is S : [ .
much easier for the caseworker to ; | = o Changes 3 and 4 are obviously aimed
figure ‘the food stamp income' of people . . " iaalticd | SRR D, \\ - at squashing some of the myth that the
under the new regulations because 3 food stamp program 1s 80 often misused
there are not as many deductions from by students.

~the income to take into consideration.
"Medical bills .are no longer deductible
from a person.s income.  ‘People are:. '
only allowed 'a maximum of $80 & month
to cover both shelter gosts that
_exceed 50% of their ‘income and child
care ' (babysitting or day care fees
both for children and adults who are -
unable- to_ take care of themselves).

can disqualify an entire household.).

The total amount of allowable assets
has been increased from $1500 to $1750
for a single household but has
remained at $3000 for ‘a two-person
houzehold with one.- person over the age
of 60 - .

- Households receiving AFDC (Aid to.-
Families with Dependent Children) and
SSI (Supplemental Security Income) are
no longer automatically eligible :for
food stamps;. they have to meet the
income ‘and asset standards.

§# In place of these deductions, the USDA
has' graciously given all applicants a
standard $65 deduction.' “They have
also .raised the standard deduction of : .

:10% of all earned ‘income to 20%~-that : ‘ ) Lo -
means they subtract 20% of your earned ~ The expedited services is somewhat of a . As'is typical of most government

income to come up with the figure they-. .radical change, in:this county at benefits, changes in the regulatlons
feel-'is your income. This deduction ~ ~° least, because our- Department of Public may look good. on ‘paper, but. they
'is only for earned income and does not Aid seemed to ;operate under: the false klgenerally are for the worse- for the B
affect people on s001al securlty or policy that. there was no. such thing as -recipients. -For the .majority of food
publlc a1d.t . emergency food stamps. . People would . .stamp: re01p1ents, they may read. that”
: , S have to-wait ten days or longer. . - there. are: . going to be:nhew food stamp’
, These: new- regulatlons force them to T regulations, . .but they will feel:it =
- act within two days. et e . only. when their food stamp allotments
S R are cut. ‘With only 67% of ellglble :
Another change 1s in. the area of work ..~people receiving food stamps: in
‘registration.  The rule is still that o LIllln01s and:only: 15% ofeligible:
‘all people rece1v1ng food stamps ; ,lsenlor citizens receiving food stamps
between ages 18-60 have to register - in TIllinois, you wonder why they are’
for work.  But the exceptions to this trying cut down the amount of stamps
“rule have changed. The Department has that people are rece1v1ng now.

'added four new exceptions:to the llst .
It seems that the Department should 3~
be working on s1gn1ng up:those .
eligible people instead of worrying -
~about-how to cut_those benefits some

1)) Members of a one parent household,
--whosarercaring-for a+child-or chlldren e
under -the ‘age of 12 or who are caring

D'Some(of*the,other‘ma or ¢ha ges‘are":
~that you no longer-have fto pay for will nothave -to register for work

your food stamps. . Payment for food bacause they already had to reglster
- stamps caused ‘a--dual- problem in that- ',-to recelve unemployment.»

‘people on fixed ‘incomes had a hard = ?-
time coming up with, for example, $20.
- at.one.time to ‘pay forr$40 worth of
food : -stanps..” In this situation,: .
dropping the payment plan for“food
stamps was good but on- the ‘other hand
now-a. person-in the same - example w1ll,‘
receive only: $20 worth of free food.
stamps and will have to pay sales: “tax
on the other $20. . (There is no sales
“tax charged on.items bought with food
- stampsg.) - This 5% for sales tax does.
not seem like much, but it soon adds:
*up :

applled for unemploy -compensatlon

,Another small but 1mportant change is
_that the requlrement for cooking .- ;
facilities to receive food stamps has
“now been dropped. -You can- live:in
your car:.and still receive'food stamps;. .

» the best forengn car
servnce m’??McLean Ce’ nty

' change 1s 1n he area
w called -

expedite ervices; thig/
must be processed within two days

Tan appllcat1on ‘with the Department of = M-
# Public *Aid on Monday,. the .Authorization:
»,to Purchase- (ATP) card;must be mail

. mornlng.

wiNow 1n‘ rder to be ellglble for
expedited services a person must: be
‘determined: to: be. destitute or have

zero ‘income. The Department s
definitionof a destltute household is
one that has 1ost all 1ncome before i

378-4321
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Gays begm take-over of U.S.

Just when you've given the country up
to ‘the ‘fascists, sometheing happens to
rekindle hope. . At least. that's-the
way it's been with the struggle for
gay rights' legislation.  <Last fall
“John, Briggs and ‘Anita Bryant were
"breathing down our necks. Now it

~act1v1t1es was an unconstltutlonal X
invasion of privacy. This decision .
caused State Senator Maressa to with-
draw his bill that would have made
homosexual acts punishable by up to 5

“years in-.jail and a $7,500 f1ne (see
Post, vol. ‘7, #9)

against sodomy At present, V1r21n1a
“law prohibits all sodomy  (anal inter-
.~course). -Legislators first talked
ahout revising the sodomy statute to
make anal and oral.sex legal only for
heterosexuals. (But the latest reports.
‘are that .the proposed changes’ may-be

A churchmouse.

seems, the dragons have (temporarily)
retreated to their caves, and a-small
-wave of pro-gay. legal action is rip-
“pling across the country.

It's certa1n1y not -the Revolutlon, but
several Amerikan.cities and states
have made encouraging moves.  ~What's
'part1cularly interesting is that ‘these
latest developments have come about
with 'little .or no gay agitation and
have not yet met: any organ1zed re51st-
‘ance: ’
Here's what's going on around this
great stralght land of ours’:

1.  Troy, New York became the 43rd
‘community in- the U.S. .to ban d1scr1m-
ination against gay people.. The Troy
city council voted unanimously to pass
‘an affirmative action plan that pro-.
hibits discrimination. in.city hiring;
it .includes gays along with women,
rac1al m1nor1t1es, and the disabled.

2. .The Detro1t city counc1l voted 8 1-

~to implement a city human rights

"ordinance, which insures equal access
to education, -employment,
housing, and places of amusement. ' Gay
people are included in the protection.

No major opposition has been voiced 'in

- Detroit, not even from the Catholic
Archd1ocese, which has been qu1et as

e -

“ 3 The state of New Jersey appears to:

to bé entering: the 20th century, .des-
pite the lame- -brain efforts of Joseph
' Maressa,. . A state appeals court ruled
thét prosecutlon for homosexual

WY

medical care;,

But not without some more of Maressa S

inane remarks: ‘He told gay people
not to celebrate by *going out. into.".
the 'street™. He also blamed ‘the
press for opposition to his bill: "1
never. intended to put anyone’‘in jail,
break ‘into anyone's bedroom or break
down any door. It's not the homosex-
uwal's fault thdt he's homosexual. T
just want a stigma -attached." Keep
talking,” Joe, keep- ta1k1ng .

4. T1t's st111 debatable if V1rg1n1a’

really is for lovers. That state 1s
revising its rape laws, which,
strangely enough, include the law

" 15 North SF Mo, 1]

/-(309)- 6‘5’ %-Z5Z/

Wf/e \

Tekets '754~—¢ door

e ¥ g e

2 dropped.

‘rights bill “that 1ncludes sexual.

‘the legislature:

~Also, ‘the city of San Jose is suffer-
~ing financially for refusing to pro-
~claim.Gay . Pride Week,

‘might even come

- body notice? ¢

Meanwhlle, the ‘city .of
Richmond is considering a ‘civil

orlentatlon

5. In Ca11foru1a, “two gay r1ghts
bills (banniny .discrimination . in
employment) have been introduced in
+And Gov. Brown
called -for gay rights legislation in-
his state-of-the-state message.

taking back -
its resolution .in support of Gay
Human Rights week, and voting down a
resSolution to oppose the Briggs - T
Initiative. The city is being boycotted
‘and at-least 4 organizations have
cancelled conferences that had been

.scheduled for San. Jose.

Shoot! keeps up,lgay rights
to Bloomington-Normal.
too hard to organize . a

town, but would .any-

If this

It shouldn't be
boycott of this

-

,e-Ferdydurke>‘\ T

Note: Informatlon for: th1s art1c1e

came from Off Our Backs, March 1979.




“for hel- own gnoll"

Belng powerless is hav1ng other people
think they know what's best for you and.
then forc1ng you.to do . it. ' Being
powerless is scréaming "NO" and being
ignored. ~ Being ‘'powerless 1is being
locked up agalnst your will.  Being -
powerless is hav1ng your anger laughed
at. AR . k

Powerlessness is about being women,
workers, racial minorities, children,
gay people. Most especially power-
lessness is about\belng so-called
"crazy". -This is a story about
powerlessness.

‘On February: 25 the- Pantagraph carrled

a story about a woman. they called
‘Charity. She was wandering the January
streets wearing only a light jacket.
Sandy Cordero, Bloomington city clerk;
found Charity, talked to her, and
decided she needed help. ~Despite the
fact that Charity kept telling Sandy
that she was not her friend &and despite

the fact'that Charity fled from Sandy's

' car, -Sandy persisted in "helping"
.Charity. . -The results of Sandy's
“efforts is-that Charity is now serving
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Sandy - sald . "She was just a poor,
little girl. She smiled so cute."
Hope I know is a 29-year-old woman who:
of‘ten smelled 'cause she didn't take

Unwanted rescue Ieads to lock-up

The

baths and who wandered the streets of -

Bloomlngton—Normal bummlng c1garettes.

- To Sandy, Hope was . a wayward child
) needlng rescuing.

Sandy quotes. Hope
as saying: . "We're all in business.-
Not friends."
of resculng.

Hope was betrayed by this soc1ety.
which punished -her for :dealing the

:-“best she could with an environment

60 days'at The Adolph Meyer: Zone Center

- ~=the mental institution in Decatur.

Stephen Gleasorn of the Pantagraph '

“reported, "Charlty is angry with Sandy.
She thinks Sandy took away her: freedom.
She feels betrayed." -Clearly, Gleason
believes that certain. groups of people
-have the right to-impose their will on
“others and receive thanks' for this.

. may as well have written the prlmary
reader on oppress1on. "See Charity

get angry. Charity is angry w1th Sandy.
Isn t Charlty crazy?"

I thlnk that Charity, whose real name
Cis Hope, has a right to be angry.
Anger is- the most healthy reaction .

she could have--because she was betrayed-

Hope was betrayed by Sandy, who ‘never:
saw hcr for the person she really was.

_He

Sity

‘hostile to women. . Hope was wandering

the streets in January because she had -

no -safe-place to live. " As Hope
.recognized, there are "bad men"
Home Sweet Home Mission.'

at The
And ‘she had

Sandy is in the business .

alreadv been, as the Pantagraph reports .

"abused (raped? beaten? mclested?) -
by thé'men at the Hamilton Hotel."
Hope was locked up ‘in a ‘mental ward for
trylng to: escape that scene. :

And Hope ‘was betrayed by the mental:
health system, ‘which is trying to'
destroy her way . of co 1ng with her
world agairist her wil Whatever hurts
.Hope has suffered, she has. found ‘a way
‘to cope with .these--a way that has kept
her ‘going for 15 years, . It is her :
choice whether or not to. change that
coping style.

Evenvthough T believe that Sandy acted
in ‘genuine- caring and concern for Hope,

"I strongly disagree with “the action she

took. I.believe that if Sandy were not -
so ‘alienated from her own powerlessness -
as a woman she would not. have contrib-
uted so to Hope's powerlessness. Real-

“+izing the lies that keep .each of us

powerless helps us recognize the lies
that are used to keep other groups
powerless. And there are too many lies
about people like Hope.e

‘ Rlverflnger o

i
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“& "7 ®JEWELRY ®CLOTHING
Voda Brown 'MUS,IC i PARAPHERNALIA

- IDII

Michael Thomas,
Owner & Manager

=GOS

312 €. Lee, Bloomington
'828-2114

April 4, at 7 p.m. in room 145 of the
: Center for Vlsual Arts (CVA)

'free!

‘New York Times found it~ “graceful,

- funny.and' speaks not only -to' the

* This praise-from mainstream sources

“Out" makes a strong political state-

“Pogt, vol. 7, #6).
-shock treatments,

- movie.

) vOn March 1,

*************************************

GAY

InberaTlon

- frees..

- us
CALL
'Word |s Out’
coming to town

At last "Word Is Out" is coming’ “to
Bloomington-Normal! -This highly ac-
claimed documentary about gay people
will be shown at ISU on Wednesday,

The film is belng brought “to-town bydr
ISU's Gay People's Alliance, and it
won't cost you a penny to see it.
That's right--you-can ‘enjoy this |
funny, touching, wonderful movie for

"Word Is Out" is so good that even .
the straight press liked it.~ The

Tunny, and often- very mov1ng.“,and
the San Francifco Chronicle said
"it gives us the most intelligent,.
telling cinematic; look to date at
the. homosexual experlence in Ameri
cay but beyond that; it is quite

homosexual; but to-all of us who
have experienced.the pain of being
dlfferent. whlch is to say;,. all of
us.

shouldn't put you off. "Word 1ls
ment. ‘about ‘gay oppression. ~I% - -
shatters stereotypes and demdbnstrates
how gay people are able: to.over-
come.- tons .of dlsapproval and societal -
guilt-and still remain strong, loving
human beings (see the review in the
You'll hear about’]
‘court battles,
police harassment, and family re-
Jjections. .You'll-also -hear about
tender love, ‘romantic affairs, and .
the ‘companionship, loyalty, and joy
that are also part of belng gay. )

If you have any question. about what 1t
means: to be gay, if you have any doubt
about .the political relevance of the
gay experience, you should . see this

It will move you and make:you
laugh and cry. It will also. make you-
think. You.can't afford to miss this
film.e: - ' .

VD tests no |

longer free

1979, “the’ McLean County
Health Department started charging a
fee for ‘some.service in its V.D. pro-§
gram.. :Patients may still: come to the-
Health Department for consultation ' |
and advice with no icharge. - When,di-
agnostic services are necessary,

there will be:.a fee of -$4.00, which
covers. the necessary exam and dab="
oratory fees. Since the State of
I11inois supplies - medication; there
will be no charge for treatment.

Care w111 be arranged for 1nd1v1duals

, unable to pay .for serv1ces

If you have any quest1ons, please

~ contact -the .McLean County Health

Department at' .829-3363. “Ask for Mrs.
Elinor Vance, -V.D, Program Co- '
ordinator. @
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Unity through
food

Women’s potluck

The monthly womyn's potluck is
scheduled for Sunday, April 1, at

3:00 p.m., at 109 E. Locust, Normal.
It's a combination dinner and All
Fools' Day celebration. Costumes,
party hats, mind-altering refreshments
and all manner of female craziness are
encouraged. :

These potlucks have been happening for
several months, and continue to get
neater. It's hard to say which is
Beittexr—-ther food*or tthe” talk. — The
potluck is open to all womyn who want
to get. together with other feminist-
minded womyn. You may want to know
that many of us are vegetarians. For
more information, call Small Changes--
829-6223. Hope to see you there.

men’s, too

This month's potluck for men in the
community will be held April 22, at
306 W. Mill St. It will begin at 6:30
p.m.

These potlucks provide an opportunity
for politically aware men to get to-
gether informally and enjoy each N
other's company. There is no official
business--just good talk and good food
(most of it vegetarian). In fact, the
variety and quality of the food are
outstanding! B

For more information you can call
Michael at 828-8988 or Jack or Chris
at 828-6935.

,....'.'@GOC‘CGOO&@@GOé.O‘OC@GQ&QQ&&%ﬁQ&Q!?@Q
Hearings to begin
on IPC rate hike

Formal hearings began on Monday, March
5, before the Illinois Commerce Com-
mission in Springfield to decide
whether or not Illinois Power Company
(IPC) will get its proposed 14.6% rate
hike to pay for the Clinton Nuclear
Power Station (See Post V.7, #9).
These hearings will be going on
through .the summer and the final
decision will be made in the fall.

Several organizations representing IPC
customers are intervening in this rate
hike case. -These groups will bring

in witnesses and cross examine IPC

0000000.000000.00000000QQQOOQOQQOQQQQOOQQOOOO‘E

HURRY! Feds giving |
out free money e ;

If you've been getting those ugly red
notices along with your utility bills
these days...SUPRISE...the Fed
bureaucracy has a program that has
proven effective and might not even
have any serious side-effects.

It's called the Emergency Energy
Assistance Program, and it's
available in McLean County through
the McLean County Economic
Opportunity Corporation at 1018 West
Washington in Bloomington, near the
train station.

You could qualify to have up to $250
of your Northern Illinois gas and
Illinois Power Company bills paid.
There's also a food and clothing
allowance if you can prove impending
starvation or nakedness. The trick
is, you have to be 60 years or older,
or one of the "other qualified
persons" subject to disconnection.

witnesses in order to prove that IPC
does not deserve the rate increase.
Some local groups that are intervening
include Prairie Alliance, the McLean
County Economic Opportunity Association
and the Central Illinois Consumer
Energy Council.

A public hearing will be held in
Bloomington-Normal on ApTil 20,
tentatively scheduled for 7 pm in the
Bloomington City Council Chambers.

3

All are welcome to participate. For
more information call Susan at

828-7192. ¢ 4

|
-
|
|
|
1

%

To qualify you need proof of all your 3
income for the past year (March 1978-
February 1979), including wages,
public aid, student aid, and self
solicitation, And you need to have
your power bills or proof of payment
of them. The biggest qualifier is
your income level. A family of two
could be eligible with an annual
income of $5200, or a family of

five with an income of $9025.

T

s

We checked it out and it really-reall
works. The $250 paid off the power

_ bill and was enough to keep the gas
company off our backs for another
whole month! If you don't live in
McLean county, check with your
local Community Action Agency for
more information. In B/N, call
829-6521 for an appointment.g

--The Gang

Feminist, Young People’s, and Gay
Books - Books on Health Care,

Politics, Working, Food, and So.ar

Energy - Lots of science fiction/fantasy -
Arts, Crafts, How-to - Inspiring Posters -
Free Stuff - Magazines - Womyn’s

Albums - Library - 25¢ Used Books
- and MORE |

¢

829-b223

HO9A N. (hAIN
sLooMINGTON, ILL,
10-52.30 Mon.~

it
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enstrual sponges:

alternative to tampons

Most womyn, .from puberty to meno-
pause, deal with menstrual care
every month. Most womyn regularly
spend money on tampons or napkins,
and then just add them to the ever-
growing garbage heap we call planet
Earth. And most womyn don't even
know what materials are used to make
these means of sanitary protection.

We consumers have no way of knowing
what ingredients go into tampons;
it's a trade secret. Some manu-
facturers have been known to use
chemicals, wood fiber, or plastic.
Others have been known to use as-
bestos, which causes cancer. And
some have even been low enough to
add an anti-coagulant, which slows
down clotting and makes the flow
heavier. More tampons, more waste,
and more of our dollars in their
pockets!

Well, enough is enough! If I'm go-
ing to continue to have my menses
regularly, I want to have more con-
trol over what goes into my body.
And I certainly don't want male
capitalists to profit from my
monthly cycles. That's why I'm ex-
cited about the increasing avail-
ability and use of silk sea sponges
as an alternative to tampons.
They're inexpensive, organic, and
reusable. They're not harmful to
womyn's bodies or to the Earth.

Sponges come mainly from the Med-
iteranian and Aegean Seas, and

they were once the bodies of living
sea creatures. Therefore, they
should be'treated with awareness
and respect. Good ecological sense

EORIA,

THER py
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and reverence for life demand that
you take care of your sponge so it
lasts as long as possible--six
months to a year or- more.

When you get your sponge, you
should check it to make sure there
aren't any pieces of coral or
rough spots in it. If there are,
remove them. Then tie it up in a
piece of cloth and drop it into
boiling water for about one minute.
After this initial sterilization,
you should never need to boil your
sponge again. Boiling will only
make it shrink and fall apart faster.

When you get your period and are
ready to try out your sponge, moist-
en it with water and squeeze it dry.
Then push it firmly and gently into
your vagina with your fingers. If
it's too bulky, remove it and cut it
down a bit. If your vagina is large,
you can wear two sponges at once.
Some womyn attach a piece of dental -
floss to their sponge; this makes the
sponge easier to remove. It will
take a little while to get used to
the sponge. Be patient.

The sponge is as absorbent as a
"super'" tampon; that can tell you
how often you should rinse it. After
removing the sponge, rinse it first
in cold water, to prevent staining,
and .then in warm water. Squeeze it
dry and reinsert it.

It's really best to have two sponges.
While you're using one, wring the
other out well, tie it up in a clean
piece of cloth, and hang it in an
airy place to dry. If rinsing your

Madison, WI 53703

sponge in a public restroom is a
problem for you, carry a spare and a
plastic bag in which to stash your
used sponge until you get home.

If odor becomes a problem, soak your
sponge overnight in a solution of
vinegar and water. Rinse it wzll
before you use it again.

Check your sponge often for signs of
wear and tear. When it begins to
rip easily, it's time to throw it
away. If pieces of sponge tear off
in your vagina, they can cause in-
fections. That happens frequently
with tampons, and the cotton fibers
are a lot harder to locate than
pieces of sponge. Sponges are much

less irritating to the vagina than
tampons are.

I hope I've convinced you of the
economical and ecological virtues of
the menstrual sponge. Don't spend
another cent on costly, hard, waste-
ful tampons. Instead, invest in
cheap, soft, reusable sea sponges.
They are now available at Small
Changes Bookstore for $1.25 Each.
They are also available by mail from
the following places:

regular-§.95
super-$1.50
plus shipping

The Soap Opera
312 State Street

Luna Sponges $1.75 each
P.0. Box 33585

San Diego, CA 92103 ¢

--Isis Equinox
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Mey er is.a Bloommgton cop assigned to work for Mike White is one of the undercover narcs' "team -
the undercover narcs: He lives.at 611 N. Roose- leaders." He may have changed his ap earance
velt, ‘Apt 3, in Bloomington. HlS unlisted phone - sine e this. photo w as taken Feb 1.

number is 829-2983.. “ Call him up; he's lonely.

might join MEG
McLean County may once again become a " MEG is fiﬁally about to aclAro;!)t""a -
member of MEG, according to discussion _formula whlch will. allow new. members

at the undercover nar¢s* board of Cooin.
directors meeting ‘Feb. 28.

- : : ; When McLean County part1c1pated in
- McLean County was one of the original MEG, Sheriff, .King's police force

12 units_of government which pooled. . contrlbuted one full-time deputy to
‘Tesources to form MEG in 1974. work undercover. The county pulled
Membership dropped -to. 10.in 1976, when .out.at-Sheriff King's urging-in-1976.
both the . city of Galesburg: and the '

County of McLean -pulled out. ‘ Talk about McLean County rejoining is
L ; “apparently connected ‘to the recent
For a couple of years, MEG directors. ,electlon of Sherlff Brlenen.

have talked about deciding-on:a. - =

procedure for admitting new units of * Interview d . by. o} -'Amerlkan,
government into MEG. At different’ = ' Brienen conflrmed that he is' thinking
times, Morton, Monmouth Canton, and about joining MEG, but 1s still

.

Normal-  have been mentloned as’ pos-, -undecided
51b1e new members. k. ’

theu' Feb 28th dir ctf,r, ‘ eetmg. Chompmg on a sweet roll at left is East Peoria Police:
"Chief Roach. Chomping oh a sweet roll in the middle is Pekin alderman Wallinger.- Wishing
.the. world. would go away. a ight is Pekin Police Chief Smith. (He had a sweet roll too, but
“could ‘d6 no'more than cast longing gazes at 1t, as be didn't want to' be photographed-eating it.)

MEG Agent Don Meyer MEG Agent Mike Wh|te * Last issue, we named Linda Etaugh as a new MEG. -
agent. . We also published this narc's photo, without
identification. ~A reader identified this woman as
Linda Etaugh.: If you know more, “call the Post.

?oet-'-Ame‘rikan page 27}
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E:' Jané Fonda, Jack Lemmon and Michael ‘ While the film is fictional, it draws upon

A Douglas star in '"The China Syndrome," a events that really happened. One scene is

u tense ‘thriller based on a near meltdown of a "a variation of the Karen Silkwood murder

[oF]

nucledar power plant in southern California."

Well acted and well-directed, the film begins

to build tension:from- the outset, . and viewers the car is a’'person carrying damaging

are kept on the edge of their seats throughout information to a public hearing on nuclear

the film.  They leave the theatre white~faced, safety. ~As you know, Karen Silkwood was
‘“drained of -energy, and thankful that there killed while the character in this film survives,

case, with security agents from the nuclear
industry running a car off the road.. Inside

are some people far-sighted- enough to be ' but in both ecases the damaging information
.working to stop nuclear power. - is removed from the scene before officials

: arrive.
The nuclear 1ndustry is tottermg on the brink :
of total collapse, and this film may well be
the shove over the edge. - General Electric,
which manufactures Boiling Water ‘Reactors of
the type being built in Clinton, tried to"
block the film's pre-release publicity by
withdrawing support for Barbara Walter's

TV interview with Jane Fonda. Viewers of
the “interview had to wonder whether GE ‘is
paranoid or whether the interview was cut
since there was virtually nothing -anti-
nuclear. in 1t.

Lancasf:ez‘ ~Ind./cpf-

Rechard Wallson . =

.The ‘damaging information in the film relates
to falsified X~ray photos of critical welds in
cooling pipes inside the reactor. - The
nuclear industry is notorious for botching

"~ welding jobs and inspections., .The Duane ,
Arnold nuclear plant in Palo, Iowa, was shut
down in 'June, 1978, because of faulty welds
in cooling pipes.: The welds began to crack, .
and the nuke had to:be shut down for nine
months until repairs’ were made. When

the water ‘was: returned to the pipes, a
blockage occurred. . It turned out that ten -
lead blocks, -used to protect welders from
radiation in the reactor vessel, were left

" inside the cooling pipes. The lead blocks
were washed into the bottom of the vessel

- and. have since.been recovered,  although
fragments of lead and aluminum remain

-unaccounted for.

The Atomic Industrial Forum, the public
relations arm’.of the nuclear industry, -has ~
long exerted powerful pressure on sponsors

of television programs which criticize nuclear
power in any way. It is not inconceivable
that the AIF: exerted pressure to have certain .
remarks removed from the Fonda interview.
On the other hand, the entire nuclear industry
is getting 1ncreas1ng1y paranoid about . any )
dissent on the nuclear issue. Perhaps GE is"
paranoid and the interview was cut.

The film was originally entitied "Power, "
and its creators kept very tlght-mouthed
apout its content up until shortly before its
release, s0 as not-to. attract the wrath of the :
AIF and its cohorts. ‘

] April 5,12 & 25
Fri. & Sat. g :

Mar. 30 & 31
The Havana

THURSDAY

" MONDAY TUESDAY - WEDNESDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

To BE ~ CICERO 'SLIM ‘

o et v PORK & THE CODY
‘ n \ & THE - CAMBRUSCO v _DR. BOMBAY
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9
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based on facts

in "The China Syndrome, " a near-meltdown:
occurs because of an earthquake and a
stuck guage. ‘While this may seem’to be

‘an unlikely scenario, a guage did stlck in -
‘4 similar manner at a nuke west of Chicago.
'And five nuclear plants in the East were
;shut down by the Nuclear Regulatory

Commission ‘this: month. because they were -

+ built: with insufficient protection against

earthquakes. ' The design, it turns out,

. was based’ on ‘erroneous computatlons. .

Seeing "The China Syndrome' should be
enough to convince people of the dangers
of building nuclear plants in earthquake
zones even with no design errors involved.

NUCLEAR SHUTDOWNS
. AND THE CONSPIRACY THEORY

When the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

‘recently acted to shut down five operating

nuclear power plants in the Northeast, g
many anti-nuke kooks (as their opponents
call them) let out a mighty cheer.  There
is a possibility that it may be a trap

Con31der these facts-

1) At thelr annual meeting last year, the
powerful -Atomic. Industrial Forum: agreed

- that 1979 was to be the. year they would

‘take the counter-offensive, making best use
-.—oftheir overwhelming advantages of money

moimentum;, - and: access. to the public to

sweep aside public doubts: about nuclear
power. This campaign has already begun with
expensive advertising on' television and in
periodicals. One tactic is to.suggest we

have to’choose between an all-electric future
-and freezing in the dark, usually in caves.

" . Concerned Scientists.

- .plans to build more "nuclear ‘plants.

(2) Earthquakes, while possible anywhere at
any time, are not generally a large threat’
in the North-east.

(3) The insufficient safety of these plants was

documented by the Nuclear Regulatory
Commission as early as 1974, according‘to
documents made public by the Union of

Why weren't the plants
shut down in 1974? Why were they shut

down in 1979, shortly after the disappearance
of Iranian oil and a reduction in exports by
other oil producers? .

Conspiracy theorists suggest that the nuclear
advocates: may have in some way engineered
the timing of the shutdowns to coincide with
the oil shortage, thus driving home. the
conclusion -that we cannot do without nuclear
power. With that conclusion well-established, ,
the next step is to grease the skids, clear
the road of obstacles; and accelerate the

Because of its distance:from coal fieids, the

Northeast depends ‘upon -¢il and nuclear

power for most of its electricity . ‘When

oil is scarce, a threat to existing nuclear ,
plants. makes the freezing - in-the-dark scenario

‘more plau31b1e. With a good example in hand,

public relations can work wonders. If the
Conspiracy Theory is right, watch for more

~ advertising that emphasizes hardships in the

Northeast caused by shutting down obviously
safe power plants because of non-existent

- -threats like earthquakes in Maine.

The Prairie Alliance for Safe Energy now has an
office-and a telephone. . (It must really exist. )
The office is in the Campus Religious Center,

\

Youth Job Falr

*,Allows employers to 1nterv1ew
and hire potential applicants

*'Allows young'peop1eto
‘apply for available summer
and part-time employment

* Allows Communlty youth

experience in the procedures
of employment applications,

.

interviewing and hiring

WHERE :
(205 E.
WHEN:"

TIME

| ‘ ZBloomington Public |
- - Library Communlty Room

SaturdayiApril,ZS,

9:00 ?A.M;

Ollve)
1979

to 12:00 Noon‘

Free and open to the public

- For more mformatlon call
BJoommgton Human Relations
Departmen& at 828-7361 ext. 218
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21_0 W. Mulberry St., Normal. The phone is
(309) 452-8492. Regular hours will be

. instituted so people wishing to help brmg aboui:

a safe energy future can call in.

The Prairie Alliance usually meets at the Center'
on the second and fourth Wednesdays of the month.
The second Wednesday is a planning/coordination
meeting for dedicated folks. - The fourth Wednesday

1is a public education meeting usually featuring".

a film or a speaker.
COMING EVENTS

1.  Ralph Nader w111 debate Mr. A. Dav1d Russin
of Commonwealth-Edison of Chicago in the '
University Union Auditorium at Illinois State
University on Tuesday, April 24,1979, at 8:00 p.m.
This event was rescheduled from January 30, when .

" Nader's opponent was to have been Daniel Kane.

(Kane refused to. come to ISU a second tlme unless '
he was paid.) S L :

The topic of the debate will be "What Role Should

Nuclear Power Play in Amerlca's Energy Future ?"

Eight specific issues will be debated, and the
audience will be invited to participate by way of a
before-and-after opinion poll.- Tickets will be
available the day of the debate at the Union box:
office.- ;

2. Dr. Rosalie Bertell, world-famous expert on
the links between low-level radiation and cancer,
will be at ISU April 13 through 20. - She will

- speak at the Campus Religious Center at noon

April 13 and' April 20. Her topics:are "Energy
and World Order, " and '""Nuclear Power in the
Interdependent World. ' - You can bring a brown
bag lunch or buy a simple soup and salad
luncheon at the Center at cost. ¢

Paraquat
spraying
| to contmue

Paraquat spraying . of marlguana flelds

oowill contlnue as usual :in Mexico,

according to a report by High Times
correspondent A. Craig Copetas, who
accompanied President Carter on his
recent. trip to-Mexico. '
White House Press secretary Jody
‘Powell was gquoted as saying that
Carter and Mexican president Jose
Lopez Portillo did not discuss the
environmental and health aspects of
the controversial herbicide paraguat
during their meetings. .

Said one Amerikan cultural aid: "The
paraquat . program may have become a
bargaining point for Carter.. Another
‘0offieial said that the Mexicans were
shocked that the most successful
Mexican-Amerikan cooperative program
~was under intense publiec pressure 1n
“the U S. to be dlscontlnued.

- Mexican attorney general Oscar Flores

Sanchez,  in charge of the Mexican end
of the program to wipe out ‘pot, was
said to be outraged that the bi=
lateral program might have to take

intq account the health of Amerlkan
mari Juana smokers .

"Let them spray all the herb1c1des
they want,” said an Amerikan who farms:
pot-in Mexico. "We have turned our
production.to smaller, more potent =
plots of ‘mari juana that no government n
will ever discover.'e

(ngh 1mes)

~




POST should grow up e B

Dear Post- Amerlkan

I read your“recent M.E.G. articles

with distaste. While I think it is 3
~admirable: to express concern about { AT

possible abuses of power by the e — !

police, I wonder at your blatant way ’ Bk / ) N

of ignoring the illegal activities

" of the drug users you so righteously:
defend. I-for one would rather have
the Illinois Legislature represent

my views -on drug use than a ''news-
paper' whose '"news" 'is how to destroy: MUSBE T
my brain-and avoid the police while

dc))’ing it.  Surely you dgn't believe SN L' NSEXAMPLBE{Q”)IUS%\W%%M&O NE OPLNN D(APH
that you are providing "an important ‘ E{f 77ﬁ?ﬁi
'service to the‘public by combatting: ' TNS/cpf

the enforcement of laws the public :

desires. If you don't. like the drug

laws, bout them intelligently.
Argue chat drug laws arbitrarity Post Amenkan IS great

impose the morals of others-on.you

or that drug ''crimes' are’victimless. Dear Post- Amerlkan.

Form a lobbying group. Write your

representatives in government. Just " I'm doing two. 3-year sentences for

quit acting like mental mldgets, B . ‘sales of LSD and pot to & MEG agent
Post-Amerikan. . If you can't .succeed named Bill Muir.-- If only you had

in changing drug laws, it's because '  printed his picture in the Post a few
the majority of ‘the people believe : “ months earlier...at least I.was

that drugs are dangerous. I chal- ‘ alerted to the oncoming bust. Peoria
lenge you to convince them that ' - police got a friend, Robin Coonce, .and
they're wrong and not. act like little ; "I in an early morning raid at his
children hiding from their parents. - : apartment where I had spent the -
) ‘ - k . » night. Robin had sold to Muir and an

I am enclosing only my initials so : I.B.I. agent named Joe Costello.”

that .your 'newspaper'" which advocates Robin got sentenced to 4%, 33, 3 and 2
peace and freedom of expression will years for ‘sales of cocalne, PCP, speed,
not pursue its ugly habit and publish and pot.

where I live, what make of car I B

drive, and where I work so that other i I,think MEG is beginning to get a
peace-loving young people can find me j : little too effective. People are

and beat me up for expressing.views : losing a lot of t<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>