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MiDAS Field Guide is a 

central online repository for 

current knowledge of 

microbes in activated sludge 

and anaerobic digesters

Abundance information is based on long-term 16S rRNA amplicon

sequencing surveys of >20 Danish full-scale BNR plants for activated sludge

and >20 anaerobic digesters; and on 3 months-long survey of 14 Danish full-

scale BNR plants for influent wastewater.

BLAST function makes it possible to search DNA sequences against the

MiDAS3 taxonomic database directly on the website and find the best

matches using the BLAST search algorithm (Altschul et al., 1990)

Browse Taxonomy function contains

all microbes found in the ecosystem:

1809 genera

4245 species

Functional information provided for

220 (and counting!) abundant and/or

important microbes in the ecosystem

Reference database (full-length

sequences) is based on extensive

study of Danish BNR plants and

anaerobic digesters (Dueholm et al.,

2019)

Global survey of WWTPs is 

ongoing. MiDAS4 (containing 

sequences from >600 

WWTPs across the world) 

will be released in 2020 

Species-level identities 

available

Searchable database of 

referenced information

Provisional (midas_) 

names, act as unique 

identifiers common 

vocabulary for the identity 

across independent 

studies

Collaborative platform - all 

working in the field are 

invited to contribute

BLAST against MiDAS3 
directly on the website!


