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“Freedom” of Schelling and Heidegger

Sachiko IGARASHI

This paper discusses Schelling's theory of freedom and its interpretation by Heidegger.

According to Schelling, human beings are created by God to suffer from their self-will and
to do evil. Human beings move to escape from suffering and evil, because God needs human
beings who keep moving. Human beings abandon their individuality as the ego and move
toward “unity”. Schelling’s freedom is “liberation” from the ego.

According to Heidegger, Schelling bases its theory of freedom on pantheism. God is
everything, therefore God is human being. God is free, therefore human beings are free.
Beyond the distinction between self and others, and between good and evil, human beings are
moving to “unity with nature”.

Therefore, as a place of generation human beings are nature, everything, and free.
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