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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION AND GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

In the United States, social mobility is becoming a 

familiar phenomenon. Relocation in geographical and occu­

pational areas has become a significant aspect of our culture. 

With increased social mobility, rel~cation within 

educational institutions is also augmented. Each year, colleges 

Qnd universities are faced with transfer students moving from 

one institution to another. 

The concept of what a transfer student is varies with 

different authors. According to H. Ellis Finger, Jr., "Every 

' student is a transfer. The question is not one of status but 

of time or occasion. Some students transfer at the end af the 

twelfth grade, others at end of the fourteenth, but all are 

transfers. 111 

A more commonly held. definition of a transfer student 

and that employed here is: An undergraduate student is one 

who enters an institution of higher learning with advanced 

standing resulting from previous enrollment in another institu­

tion of higher learning. 

Because the transfer student has attended one or more 

colleges or universities, his background is more diverse than 

1H. Ellis Finger, Jr., "Transferable Excellence?," 
Liberal Educ:1tion, Vol. XLV, (March, 1959), pp. 27-28. 
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that of the student who has completed his college career at 

one school. The personal factors and academic progress of 

the transfer student will, therefore, V<).ry from those of the 

non-transfer student. This diversity of background leads to 

the query, "How does the transfer student fare at the institu­

tion to which he transfers?" 

Transferring betweeh institutions has occured since 

the 8.dvent of higher education. The number of transfer students 

has i·ncreased markedly since the establishment of the junior 

college system at the turn of the century. Increasing social 

mobility indicates increasing transfer of students bet,1een 

institutions of higher education. In view of these phenomena, 

the above query, "How does he fare ••• ", takes on added meaning. 

Charles H. Holmes stated: 

In reviewing and analyzing a multitude 
of periodical and journal articles, theses, dis­
sertations, and general research concerning trans­
fers, the conclusion _established by usually valid. 
research indicates the fact that no pattern or 
established norms of any type ar~ available on 
the transfer student. In fact, there are con­
flicting reports.on the success or lack of 
success of transfer students among the various 
colleges which indicate that no individual college 
or university can claim on the basis of previous 
research just how transfer students will measure 
up at their institutions.· Each ins ti tut ion must 
validate its success or lack of it with transfer 
students by and through its own records, ex­
perience, and research.2 

The general objective of this paper is to analyze 

the characteristics and achievement of transfer students at 

Eastern Illinois University to see how these transfer students 

lege of 
(April, 

2Charles H. Holmes, '~he Transfer Student in the·col­
Liberal Arts," Junior Collep;e Journal, Vol. XX.XI, 
1961), p. 457. 
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. 
11 measure up" at this institution. It is hoped that this 

information will aid in meeting the needs of students trans­

ferring to Eastern Illinois University. 

In light of the minimal amount of informa.tion 

available concerning transfer students at Eastern and the 

increased mobility of the student population, this study is 

undertaken. 



CHAPTER II 

RELATED RESEARCH AND SPECIFIC OBJECTIVES 

Very few studies are available concerning students 

that transfer-to an institution. More prominent are studies 

relative to students leaving an institution by withdrawing, 

being dropped by the institution for scholastic reasons, or 

by being dismissed for reasons other than scholastic. 

Because students leaving another institution are of 

interest to Eastern, for reason of their possible transfer, 

a few such studies will be cited. 

Jordan, in a study of students leaving the University 

cf North Carolina, found the most common reason for students 

leaving the University was poor scholarship.3 

Williams studied students who withdrew and transferred 

from the University of Michigan. He found students who were 

aslrnd. to wi thd.ravr ( were dropped) had low scholastic records. 

Those who transferred to other institutions had average or 

better grade point averages. 4 

In a study at Indiana University, Merrill Eaton reached 

3A. M. Jordan, "Student Mortality, "School and Society, 
~ecember 26, 1925, pp. 821-24. 

i. ~Robert L. Williams, "Academic Records. of Students 
·Eliminated from the University of North Carolina, 11 School 
~nd Society, April 16, 1938, p. 512. 

-L/--
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the following conclusions: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Aptitude and achievement of the average student 
is not as high as that of the student body as a 
whole. This is probably because of the larger 
portion of J,q.iling students iri the group. 

Many student\3 change schools rather than change 
curriculum within Indiana University when they 
have failed a course. 

A number of students chanp::ed schools in order to 
get a type of training nof offered at Indiana 
University. 

There is need for greater student guidance in 
colleges and universities. 

He also suggests better guidance to lead students into 

fields in which they show promise.5 

In a later study, Eaton found transfer students differ' 

very little from students who have done all their work at one 

institution. He found the two types'of students to have 

·similar general background, intelligence, and scholastic 

:achievement. 6 

A study similar to the one being presented here was 

~onducted at Indiana State Teachers College by Donald M. Conrad 

Jn 1951. Conrad divided his population into four groups: 

1. Those students dropped by other colleges. 

2. Those students not dropped by other colleges. 

3. 'Those students above Indiana State I s standards 
for continuation. 

4. Those students below Indiana State's standards 
for continuation. 

. 5Herrill T. Eaton, "A Study of Students Transferring 
w:rom Indiana University, 11 Bulletin of the School of Education, 
~ndiana University, Vol. XVII, November, 1941, pp. 1-27. 

6Merrill Ea ton, , 11 A Study of Students Tran sf erring From 
~ndiana University," Bulletin of the School of Education, 
indiana University, Vol. XIX, May, 1943, pp. 1-35. 
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ft!, ''•·. jf,Ponrad regarded transfer students as all students who matriculated 

J:it Indiana State Teachers College in Fall of 1948 with transfer 
>\,;) 

~1-Y't=edits amounting to a minimum of one semester or quarter of work •. 

Among the conclusions reached by Conrad were the, following: 

1. The majority of students transferred to Indiana State 
from schools in or near Indiana. 

2. The reasons most students transferred were other 
than scholastic. 

3. Students who were poor scholastically did not fare 
any better at Indiana State in comparison with 
previous work.7 

Although similar studies are probably available, none 

:~tre found in a search through the libraries of Eastern Illinois 

!:11-iversity and the University of Illinois. Few generalities can 

-~ dravrn from the studies presented. The limited information 

ii 5a,ilable augments the need for a study of transfer students 

:·;-- Eastern. 

The study to be presented herein will include data 

,: mi:iilA..ble o~ the permanent records of the transfer students. 

tm;attempt is made to present data in a manner that gives a 

l: .1',a11.ed discription of the stud.en ts transferring to Eastern. 

The ~pecific objectives of this study are to: 

1. Determine the academic status of the students at 
the schools from which they transferred by analysis 
of their grades and academic standing. 

2. Determine the characteristics and achievement of 
these students at Eastern Illinois University. 

i , ?Donald M. Conrad, 11 A Study of Students Transferring to l!li~t!l!~ana State Teachers College from Other Colleges and ~niver­
gm~.ies,11 Teachers College Journal, January, 1951, pp. 7:>-4. 



1:rhiE:: '?tudy is li,~it,sd to 3,n e,nalycL: of :J,c e10.ic 

crop.::re ss o:E.' students tre,nsf'er:cinfT to Ee,stern Illinois University 
,lo ......., -- -

during the Fall, Winter, J 0,:::,7 
~ -· _, 1 • 

These years were chosen because they are t~e most receTit years 

in w1:1i cl1 the m;1 jori ty of tr,:1,nsfer 2,tudent s h9,ve terrriin.::,,+ ec~ their 

ed.ll c :.1 ti o:r1 ct,t, :8;?, s terr1. Su1r~rI:er c1t1.r11...,t,e1~ is Tl1-Jt incl:J.c1ed. ~lJGC; ;~::u. ;:::. e 

segment of the academic year. 

sed on the follo~in~ 

consid.erati oirn: 

l. Information on tr~nsfer stuJents forwarded to 
E9,stern I11L;,~ir; 'Jnive,'."sity is concerned. ::,clely 
with acaderaic pro ss of the students. 

~ -·. 

A study of personal factors of trsnsfer students 
11fOUlc1 nec.eE,sit te cJ fcllo 1.,,"-llI) E1.t·L1::J..y se1Jc1,r·G .. te fx·cL~ 
that evaluatin5 academic prosress. 

Consideration of trQnsfsr s~ ·t 2. e11t ::: rii ~1.-~,.:-:: 
entail evalu~tlon cJ.uring recent :TG''.r2 would 

individuals vfr.1 0 c::,J:"e st:Lll 

E:~, st e r~11 
0 f JT.UJ,l1Y 

entering E~stern i~ 1956 

permanent record in the RGcorCs Office. : e,l l i st s of 

to l;e list O'."' 

cl~f J .. C 

listc c,,_,r,], ,-'()'''t'"l0 >'1l',.,, .. 11'}1"''°'' ()~-. _·''lJ'L1 .·_,,?. (1'.' ot>:.,C:1"' li' -1-,.'".·• 1,...:)' ,_. ~-·'-'-..!.. .. .., -'..-'.. _,, .. '., .\.- · .. ·- ·~-c.Jff_L;._._,.,1_, - ,, , ,!. -"- ··-- --~- _ .._, ,, 
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all of the names on the lists were those of- transfer e.tudents, 

the lists were cumulated and duplications were eliminated. 

rr11is master list was assumed to cont0l.n the names of ail transfer 

students entering .E~stern Illinois University during the quarters 

within the scope of this study. 

The records of the students on tlie master 11 st were 

located in the active and inactive files of the Records Office. 

These records usually included a file card, ~hotostatic copies 

of previous college work and assorted correspondence between 

the stu~ent and the Records Office. 

Information from the records that was of value to this 

study was noted. This included the following: 

1. Name 6f student (for future refer~nce). 

2. Sex of student (men and women were treated 
separately). · 

3. High school class rank at time of graduation. 

4. Institutions at which previous college work was 
completed. 

5. Grade point average at the above, institutions. 

6. Grade point average at Eastern Illi~ois University. 

7. Academic standing (FPesh.Jllen, Sophomore, Junior, 
Senior) at time of.transfer. This was determined by 
the number of credits earned at other institutions, 
not the number of credits transferred to Eastern. 

8. Number of quarters du~ing which the student had 
less than a 2.00 grade point average at Eastern. 

9. Method of termination of study at Ea.stern (Gradua-
tion, Withdraw, Dropped by Eastern). . 

10. Major field of study of the student at time of 
transfer. 
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11. Number of quarters spent at oth~r schools, at 
Eastern, and the total number of quarters in school. 

On completion of the·above data gathering, a number of 

students' records remained unlocated. Most of these were found 

to be girls who had married since entering Eastern and who were 

therefore listed in the files under their married names. 

At the time the information was being gathered, a number 

of the transfer students were found,.to be still act;ive in school. 

Because the records were exa,mined during January, 1962, it is 

possible that some of these students have terminated their 

studies at Eastern since the data was gathered. However, no 

indication of changes in the student's academic progress since 

January, 1962, is made in this study. 

The search through the records on transfer students was 

followed by a compilation and analysis of data, the results of 

which are presented in the next chapter. 



CHAPTER IV 

RESULTS AND CONCLUSIONS 

Results of this study are presented in table form and 

pertain to three general areas of analysis. Because this is 

not a comparison between transfer students of the two succeeding 

years covered in the study, all results, except those in Table I, 

are presented as cumulations of all students covered by the 

study. 

The first general area of analysis concerns students' 

method of termination of study at Eastern Illinois University. 

Thus Tables one through thirteen present analyses of groups of 

transfer students who graduated, who withdrew from Eastern before 

completing work for a degree, and who were dropped by Eastern for 

scholastic reasons. The second area of presentation is a dis­

cussion of students according to institutions they formerly 

attended. The last general area presents g~6ups of students 

according to their stated· major field of study at the time of 

transfer. 

' Method of Termination 

Tabl_e I indicates the number of transfer students who 

entered Eastern during each of the quarters under consideration 

and the number of students who graduated, withdrew, were dropped., 

:b R'-' · i Y =~stern, or are still enrolled at Eastern. Of the students 

~rapped by Eastern, one student was dismissed for social ~easons, 

-10-
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·1 ·1·· th tl - ed because of academic d~ficiencies. w,n e e o 1.ers were aropp · 
.. 
Throughout the remainder of this study, the student who was dis-

missed will be grouped with the students who were dropped. 

TABLE I 
METHOD OF TERMINATION OF STUDY AT EASTERN 

ACCORDING TO THE QUARTER THE STUDENT 
TRANSFERRED TO EASTERN 

Students' l ·Number of Students' 
Method of Transferring Intb 
Termina- Eastern During.1956 
tion of 
Work at 
Eastern 

Academic Quarter 
Fall-Winter-Spring 

Number of Students' 
Transferring Into 

Eastern During 1957 

Academic Quarter 
Fall-Winter-S.pring 

Total Num­
ber of Stu­
dents in 

Each Method 
of Termin. 

Total Per­
No. cent. 

I • ~tl!-µ:ircent ta:o=nt . p::!r09rt p:ro:rt, pero:nt I ., 

No. No. No. 

Men 
Graduated 22 44 11 61 9 30 

. ·women 
Graduated 9 64' 2 50 1 50 

Total 

Hen 
Withdrew 
Women 
Withdrew 

Total 

Men 
Dropped. 
Women 
Dropped 

Total 

Total Each· 
Quarter 

31 13 10 

25 50 5 28 13 43 

3 21 2 50 

28 7 13 

3 6 2 11 6 20 

2 14 1 50 

5 2 7 

. I'f:en 50 18 30 
I Women 14 4 2 

l!-r~rcentai;;es indicated by an 
ne totar number of men and 

No. No. No. 

.. 
44 48 11 48 3 38 

16 53 2 66 

60 13 3 

27 30 10 39 10 29 

13 43 1 33 3 75 

40 11 13 

14 16 2 9 7 20 

1 33 1 25 

15 

89 
30 

2 

23 
3 

8 

34 
4 

110 

30 

140 

90 

22 

112 

34 

5 

39 

244 
57 

45 

53 

37 

39 

14 

9 

asteriskt(~~) were determined from women en ~ring a.uring eacn quart.er 

Percentag,es of the total population in each category 

are presented to make the statistics more meaningful. It can·be 
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noted that the percentage of students in each category of termina­

tion varies from quarter to quarter. Widest variance occurs between 

male withdrawals who entered during Fall and Winter quarters of 

1956 and between female withdrawals entering Eastern during Fall 

and Spring quarters of 1957. Similar variances occur throughout 

the data by separate academic quarters. With the small number of 

transfer students enrolling each quarter there is bound to be a 

disproportionate distribution of students in the various categories. 

For this reason cumulative tallies are presented. 

The total number of students included in this study: 

244 men and 57 women, are shovm in Table I. More transfer 

students entered Eastern during the fall quarters than during the 

Winter and Spring quarters combined. The least number of students 

transferred during the Winter quarter. 

Table II shows the cumulative grade point averages 

earned by the transfers at the institutions from which they 

transferred and at Eastern. Out of the 110 male graduates, 43 

had records from which a grade point average could not be as­

certained. Because these represent 39% of the total number of 

male transfer students who.graduated, the grade point average 

listed can not be accepted as an adequate representative of all 

the graduates' grade averages at the institutions from which they 

transferred. The male graduates and withdrawals had a cumulative 

rise in grade point average of greater than .10 while at Eastern. 

The ma.le transfers who were dropped by Eastern had a cumulative 

loss of .097 which is not regarded as a significant change. The 

female transfer students who graduated had a loss of .241. The 
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TABLE II . 
GRADE POINT AVERAGES OF TRANSFERS AT INSTITUTIONS 

FROM WHICH THEY TRiLT\JSFERRED AND AT EASTERN 
'Grade Point· Nu~ber Number Not Grade Point 

Average Eirnluated · Evaluated Average. of Men 
and Women Com-

Men · Women Men Women. Men Women bined 

Grade Point ' 
Average at 
Other Schools 1.706 2.194 180 41 64 16 1.795 

Grade Point 
Average at 
Eastern 2.210 2.1+96 236 56 8 1 2.262 

Grade Point 
Average of 
Tl1ose With Work 
Evaluated in 
Both The Above 2.148 2.369 175 39 2.208 

Grade Point 
Average For 
All Work 
EValuated in 2.162 
This Study 

Transfers who 
Graduated 
From Eastern 
G.P.A. at Other 
School 2.084 2.611 67 17 43 13 2.302 

G.:P .A. at 
Eastern ' 2.614 2.811 110 30 2.660 

Transfers who .. . ·- ~ 

Withdrew 
From Eastern 
G.~~.A. at Other 
Sc~!'lool - 1.·919 2.255 75 20 15 ·2 2.015 

.. 

G .. P.A. at 
Ea:i:,tern 2.058 2.251 82 21 8 1 2.021 

Tr,~nsfers who 
Wefpe Dropped 
Bye~ Eastern 
q-... ~;r .A. at Other 
ScJtool 1~692 1.539 26 4 6 1 1.680 

;, ' 

' 
Gi,P A at 
E~i3te;n 1.595 1.298 34 5 1.559 
~-;"' .. 
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gthdrawals, with a change of . 001.J-, did not. have a significant 

S;_~ange. 

Cumu~ative grade point averages for all transfers were 

~;,~lttermined for work completed at Eastern and at previously 

.!{ended. institutions. A cumulative grade average for work at 
7,; . 
:iJl~stern was then compiled for only those students whose work at 
','' _,.-~. ·' 

-ii· 
the other institution was also evaluated. This eliminated the 
{-~~' 

. .--;,,_ ', 

itud.ents for whom no grade average was obtained for previous 

w~~k. The grade point average for all academic work completed 

by the students in this study and evaluated in Table II is 2.162. 

<: ·,";.t'.t·;·· 

It~en 
(Itfl 75) 

Weilnen 
(1\~39) 

'I'.; 

TcJal 
(N~214) 

'.} 

-,, 

TABLE III 
NUMBER OF TR~NSFER.S WHOSE GRADE POINT AVERAGE 

CHANGED .1 OR MORE WHILE AT EASTEFl~ 

G.P.A. Rose ,l.Or More G.P.A. Lowered .1 
· Indi vid.ual s Individuals 

' 

Or More 

Number Percentage Number .Percentage 

109 62 39 22 

15 38 14 36 

124 41 53 18 

Table III is a listing of transfer students whose grade 

po~nt average at Eastern represented a change of .1 or more from 

tnr grade point 8,Verage at institutions previously attended.8 

':l!'h~,' percentage of female students whose grade point average rose 
,i,.iiL 
. ' J: 8A change in grade point average of .1 was chosen by 

t1~:~1: author as significant enough to warrent consideration. 
Al~f"'hough it does not appear to be a change of much magnitude, 
a31 c~ange involves considerable changs in grades for the 
st·~d.ent who· has completed six or more quarters of worlL 
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.. • i or more is approximately equal to the percentage whose grade 

point average lowered .1 or more. 

From the results presented in Tables II and III, it is 

concluded that those transfer students who graduated or with­

drew from Eastern received as good or better grades while 

attending Eastern as they did at previous institutions. Those 

students who were dropped by Eastern did not, as a rule, improve 

their grades while at Eastern. 

No. 
Quar­
ters 
Below 
2.00 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

8 

Total 

TABLE IV 
NUMBER OF QUARTERS THAT TRANSFERS WHERE BELOW A 

2.00 GRA.DE POINT AVERAGE ACCORDING TO THEIR 
METHOD OF T.EBlUNATION OF STUDY AT EASTERN 

Men lN=244) 
Method of Termination of 

Study at Eastern 

Still Active Droppe:i 
Grad.lal:ai Tctal No. 

·With:rew 

1 11 17 4 33 

2 11 4 17 

1 4 7 8 20 

1 3 2 9 15 

1 5 6 

2 4 6 

1 1 

4 20 40 34 98 

Women {N=57J 
Method of Termination of 

Study at Eastern 

S till Active Dr gg:a:1. 
Gm1ua!Bd Total No. 

1 

1 

2 

~lllirlrew 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

7 

3 

1 1 

1 1 

1 1 

5 7 5 17 

Percent ."1-
44 18 44 100 40 17 32 100 29 

-fl-Percentages were determined from the number of students 
below 2.00 in each method of termination. 
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As a.further indication of how well the transfer student 

~.· ,,fared at Eastern, Table IV shows the number of students who had. 
,iQ:., 

~ grade point average of less than 2.00 and the number of 

quarters these students spent with an average below 2.00. As 

-was expected, the student who graduated from Eastern had fewer 

quarters below 2.00 than those who were dropped by Eastern. 

· only 25 of the graduates had a grade point average of less than 

2;00 for any quarter while at Eastern and more than 50% of these 

were below 2.00 only one academic quarter. All of the students 

dropped by Eastern were below·a 2.00 grade point average. 

The query often arises: will the transfer student be 

able to graduate in fo~r years of college work? Table Vis a 

comparisOii of tµ:ree factors: the number of uni ts spent at othe.r 

institutions, the number of units spent at Eastern and the total 

number of units spent in school before termination. A unit denotes 

the period of time school is in session. The academic year re­

presents 6 units. Thus one quarter equals 2 units and one semester 

equals 3 units. The unit is used since all.institutions are not 

on the quarter system as is Eastern. The highest percentage of 

students in each group has been put in parenthesis. More than 

one half of 'all the transfer students attended another institu­

tion for 0-6 units of time (one year or less). Of those male 

students who graduated, over one half attended Eastern for.19-

24 units and 90% of the graduates did not terminate their 

education within 24 units (four years). The greater percentage 

of male students who withdrew, attended Eastern for 6 units or 

less and 72% left Eastern before completing more than 18 units 



N o. of 
u nits 

n i 
Sch ool 

lhl {OVffi 

6 

-12 

e-

7 

13 

19 

25 

31 

31 

-18 

-24 

-30 

-36 

-42 

tal 

' 

TABLE V 
}fU}lBER OF UNITS AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS, AT EASTERN, AND THE 
TOTAL NUMBER OF UNITS IN SCHOOL FOR MALE TRANSFER STUDENTS 

I I -:: 

Graduates of 'Eastern · . :" ':.: :. ·.:m..tharawa:ls · from ,East er n Dropped by Eastern 
I Total ! 1 Total, 

• \ Total 
Other East- No •• of Other East- No. of Other East- , No. of 
School ern Units School ern Units School ern Units 

! 

Percent· Percent Percent Percent Per<::ent Percent Percent Percent t'ercent 
No; No. Nci. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
' 

5 1 8 3 4 

52 (47) 2 2 50 (5S) 56 (62) 1S 17 17 (48} 11 41 2 6 

29 26 16 14 24 27 13 14 30 (3J) 11 31 14 (40) s 14 

18 16 22 20 6 7 8 9 20 22 3 8 8 23 13 (37) 

s 4.5 S8 (S3} 12 11 2 2 4 4 14 1S 2 6 8 23 

l .9 11 10 69 (63) l l 6 7 5 14 

l .9 24 22 2 2 

5 ;,4 

110 90 3S To 
St ill Active 
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•· 

Total No. of Students 

' 
.1 Tota.1 

Other East- No~. of 
School ern Units 

Percent Percent Perce_ nt 
No. No. No. 

17 8 4 

119 ( 51} 69 (29) 17 72 

64 27 h3 18 37 16 

?7 11 38 16 33 14 

7 3 64 27 33 14 

l .4 12 5 80 (34) 

1 -..4 26 12 
' 

s 12 

235 
9 



No. o 
Units 
in 
Schoo 

f 

1 

Th.koovm 

o- 6 

7-12 

13-18 

19-24 

25-30 

31-32 

Total 

TABLE VI 
N'llffiER OF UNITS AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS, AT EASTERN, AND THE 

TOTAL NUMBER OF UNITS JN SC HOOL FOR FEMALE TRM!SFER STUDENTS 

Graduates of Eastern Withdrawals from Eastern Dropped by Eastern 
Total ., Total Total 

Other East- No. of Other East- No •. of Other East- No. of 
School em Units School ern Units School em Units 
Percent Percent Percent Percent Percerrt Percent Percent Percent Percent 

No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 

2 1 1 1 

11 ( 37} 2 7 16 (73) 17 ( 77) 2 9 3 (60) 1 20 

6 20 7 23 2 9 4 18 11 (50) 1 20 3 ( 60) 3 ( cD) 

8 27 12 (40) 3 13 6 27 1 20 

3 10 8 27 8 27 2 9 2 40 

1 3 20 ( 66) 1 4 

1 3 1 4 

30 22 

.,< 
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Total No. of Students 
Total 

Other Eas!-~, No. of 
School em _,,. Units 

Percent Percent Percent 
No. No. No. 

3 1 1 

30 ( 53) 20 (35) 2 3.5 

9 16 14 25 14 25 

11 19 13 23 6 10 

3 5 8 14 12 21 

1 2 1 2 20 ( 35) · 

2 3 

57 
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(three years). Male students who were drop]?ed by Eastern spent 

1e2,s time at Eastern than d.id those who graduated or withdrew, 

but remained in_ school for a total number or uni ts higher than that 

of the withdrawals, This can be seen in that 46% of the male 

students atte.nded school for 13 or more uni ts while 74% of those 

dropped by Eastern attended school for 13 or more units, 

Table VI represents the same comparisons as Table V, but 

is for female students. Results obtained are similar to those in 

Table V. Statistical mea·ns were determined for both Table V 

and Table VI. These fell within the same group of units as the 

highest percentage of students (in parenthesis) except in the 

category of female graduates where the mean of the number of 

units spent at other institutions is in the 7-12 group. Over 

one half of the female students attended another institution for 

6 or less units. Twenty-seven percent of the females who graduated 

terminated their work in 2li- or less units ( four y.ears or les 2,). 

This is a· considerably higher rate than that of the male 

graduates. 

Transfers who withdrew-from Eastern spent approximately 

as many units at Eastern as at the institutions from which they 

transferred. As is expected, those students ~ere in school less 

total units than the students who graduated. 

The subjects who were dropped by Eastern spent approxi­

mately the same amount of time at other institutions, at Eastern, 

and total number of units in school as the students who withdrew. 

In the Total column of Table VI, it can be seen that the 

number of units at Eastern is less for all male transfers than 
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for all female transfers even though more ·remales graduate in 

less units. This can be seen from the fact that 63% of the males 

and 83% of the females spent 18 or less units at Eastern. 

TABLE VII 
AGE OF STUDENTS TRANSFERRING TO EASTERN -

. Age Men Women Age Men Women Age Men Women 

17 yrs. 1 1 25 yrs. 14 1 .. 33yrs. 
18 6 6 26 4 1 34 1 
19 66 21 27 2 35 1 
20 51 12 28 2 1 37 1 
21 28 9 29 2 ~3 1 
22 28 1 30 1 48 1 
23 17 1 31 1 56 1 
24 .16 32 2 

Table VII is a listing of the ages ?f the transfers. 

Male students have a smaller range than the female students and 

have a higher average age. Yet the lal"'gest percentage or· male 

student$ (9~%) were 25 years of age or below at the time of 

transfer. This is appr6ximately equal to the percentage of 

females (91%) who were ~5 years of age or below at the time of 

transfer. Because this information is of little significance, 

no further elaboration will be made. 

TABLE VIII 
NUMBER-OF TRANSFERS IN EACH MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY 

Major Field 
of Study Men Women 

Agriculture 2 
Art 4 2· 
Biology · 2 
Botany ·. 2 
Business 74 7 
Chemistry 8 
Elem. Ed. 4 20 
English 4 4 
Geography 3 
Home. Econ. 7 
Indust. Arts 12 
Journalism 1 
Latin 1 1 
Mathematics 15 

Major Field 
:-_ of Stud 

Music 
Phy. Ed. 
Physics 
Pre-Dent. 
Pre-Eng. 
Pre-:J:.,aw 
Pre-Med. 
Pre-Vet. 
Soc. Sci. 
Spanish 
Speech 
Zoology 
Not Stated 

Men 
2 

32 
9 
3 

14 
1 
4 
1 

29 
1 
4 
5 
8 

Women 
3 
2 

5 

1 
4 
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Table VIII shows the major fields 'or study and number of 

transfers _in each major. Although ~he information on this table 

does not apply directly to methods of te~mination, it is necessary 

for elaboration of Table IX. The major for each student was 

determined in one of three ways: 

1. The major was stated on the permanent record of the 
subject. 

2. The major was listed as the 11 intended major" on a 
separate information sheet listing courses accepted 
by Eastern from previous institutions attended. 

3. For ·B~ven students, no major was listed in either of 
the above forms. A determination of the major was 
made from the course work completed at Eastern and at 
the other institutions attended. 

4. For twelve students no major was listed or determined. 

The majors in which ten or more students were listed have 

been marked by an asterisk (~•). These represent the prevalent 

major fields of study for the population and will be given 

further consideration in Table IX. 

Table IX shows the number of students by their method of 

termination of study at Eastern for each of·the majors with ten 

or m6re transfers. For.·male transfers majoring in Business and 

Business Education, Physical Education, and Social Science, 

the ratio of graduates, withdrawals, and students who were dropped 

is approximately 5:3:2 respectively. The students majoring in 

Industrial Arts,. Mathematics and Pre-Engineering were all men. 

None of the students in Industrial Arts were dropped by _Eastern 

while 83% graduated. As expected., none of those students 

majoring in Pre-Engineering graduated from Eastern, for this 

curriculum usually involves only 12 units of study at Eastern. 

However, 28% of those in Pre-Engineering were dropped by Eastern 

for academic deficiencies. 
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Total 

Drop-.,., 
ped. 
Men 
Women 
Total 
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Active 
Men 

Total 
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TABLE IX 
METHOD OF TERJ."vIINATION OF STUDY AT EASTERN FOR THE 

INDIVIDUALS ACCORDING TO MAJOR FIELDS OF STUDY 
'fusiness Pny. Ed. Soc.. Sci. Elem. Ed. In:lus. Maine- 1Pre'."." 

Arts. matics Enp.;. 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 

PeP- Pep. ~ let'- PeP- ~ P.er-
cent-l} ce.nt cait cert cat cat cent 

53 50 56 42 83 60 
37 15 15 2 10 9 

6 2 4 8 
43 17 19 10 10 9 

28 26 32 46 17 27 72 
22 9 10 1 2 4 10 
1 1 10 

23 9 11 11 2 4 10 

16 15 13 42 7 28 
13 5 2 1 1 4 

2 
13 5 4 1 1 4 

2 3 2 1 

81. 34 34 24 12 15 14 

oJrPercentages were determined from the· total number of 
individuals in each major. 

Although differences are apparent in the statistics for 

female students in Table IX, these are not regarded as valid 

criteria for coi;nparison because of the small number of women 

evaluated. One factor does deserve mention: 50% of the female 

Elementary Education majors withdrew from Eastern before earning 

a degree. 

Table X does not apply directly to methods of termination 

but is needed for clarification of Table XI. Table X presents 
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TABLE X 
INSTITUTIONS PREVIOUSLY ATTENDED BY· ·FIVE OR LESS STUDENTS 

One Male Student I One Female Student · 1 Men Women 

Ala. Poly. Tech 
Asbury Col. 
Ball State 
Blackhills Teach. 
Coe College 
Colorado College 
Conc6rdia College 
Dayton, Univ. Of 
Denver, Univ. Of 
E. Mennonite Col. 
Franklin' Col. 
Georgia,.;Univ. Of 
Graceland Col. 
Hawaii, Univ. Of 
IllinoiB Col. 
Indiana~Cen. Univ. 
Indiana St .. Teach. 
Indiana Univ. 
Iowa State Teach. 
Kalamazoo Col. 
Kansas St. Teach. 
King Col. 
Lake Forest Col. 
LeTou~eau Teach. 
Lind. Wilson Col. 
Long Island A. & T. 
McKendrac Col. 
Michigan, Univ. Of 
Mt. Mary Col. 
Murray State Col. 
North Central Col. 
Ohio State Univ . 
. Oklahoma, Univ. Of 
Ozark Bible Inst. 
Pandios (Greece) 
Pittsburg, Univ~ Of 
Park Col. 
Rockhurst Col. · 
Rollins.Col. 
San Angelo Col. 
Shurtleff Col. 
St. Louis Univ. 
Transylv.ania Col. 
Univ. Col. Ext. 

(Etheopia) 
Wisconsin, Univ. Of 

Alabama, Univ •. Of 
Chicago Teach Col. 
Defiance Col. 
Evansville Col. 
Fort Hayes Col. 
Lakeland Col. 
Lincoln Bible Inst. 
Lincolnwood .Col. 
MacMurray Col. 
Monticello Col. 
Moody Bible Inst. 
S.A. Austin St. Col 
Tampa, Univ. Of 

Bradl~Y U~iv. 2 
Butler Univ. 3 
Eureka Col. 2 
Hanover Col. 2 
Ill. Westeyan 4 
Knox Col. 2 
Lincoln Col. 3 
Miami, U. Of. 2 
Missouri, U. 2 
Ripon Col. 2 
St. Joseph Col 2 
Wabash Col. 2 

2 

1 

*Junior Colleges are not included in this list, but are 
discussed as a group in Table XI. 
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the institutions from which less than 5 students transferred to 

Eastern. The greatest n~mber of institutions are represented by 

only one individual. Forty-five institutions had only one male 

transfer to Eastern, and 14 institutions had one female transfer. 

Twelve other institutions had between 2 and 4 transfer students 

enter Eastern during the duration of this study. In seven 

categories, five or more studeht~ ttansferred to Eastern. 

Method 
of 
Term.of 
Study 
At Eas-
tern 

Grad.la-
ted 
Men 
Women 
Total 

With-
.. , 

drew 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Drop-
ped 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Still 
Active 
Nen 

Total 

TABLE XI. 
METHOD OF TERMINATION OF STUDY AT EASTERN FOR 

TRANSf<'ERS IN EACH OF -THE CA.TEGORIES LISTED - - -
Institutions Previously Attended 

Two or Junior Univ. of Western Northern · S ol.tl:.tem Ill. Mfllikln 
More Col- 111. ]:11 Ill. Ill.· State Univ. '. .... . 
Schools lep;es Univ. Univ. Univ. Nanml 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 

fur..i~ fu1- RP- PEP- ·Pe~ Pe:i- PEP- Fer'-
CErI!:. cert cErI!:. cat. cEIJt rent cat re± 

47 44 54 43 43 30 66 
12 11 36 1 9 3 10 

3 3 7 2 1 
15 14 43 3 10 3 10 

.. 

37 47 25 43 75 48 50 40 
10 11 18 2 2 11 1 4 

2 4 2 1 1 4 
12 15 20 3 3 11 5 4 

12 9 16 14 25 43 20 7 
3 2 11 1 1 1 1 1 
1 1 2 1 
4 3 13 1 1 1 2 I 1 

1 4 1 

32 32 80 7 4 23 10 15 

*Percentages were determined from the total number of 
individuals from each school. 
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These seven categories plus Northern Illin0is University are 

further discussed in Table XI and in the second general area of 

presentation. 

Table XI presents the method of termination of study at 

Eastern for students who attended two or more institutions before 

entering Eastern, attended junior colleges, attended. other 

Illinois state universities, or attended an institution from which 

five or more students transferred to Eastern during the duration 

of. this study, 

The institution with the highest percentage of male 

graduates was Millikin University, while the 101.iest was Western 

Illinois University. Tbe highest percentage of withdrawals and 

students dropped by Eastern came fron1. N.orthern Illinois Uni­

versity. Northern had no graduates in the group of four stu­

d.ent.s that transferred to Eastern. 

Illinois State Normal University had the lowest per­

centage of students dropped by Eastern. Highest percentages of 

female graduates were from Southern,· while t,he highest :per­

centage of withdrawals and women dropped were from Normal. 

Table XII shows the method of termination for these 

students according to two criteria: high school rank at the time 

of graduation and academie standing at insti tut.ion from which 

tran$fer was made. The high school class ranks are listed 

according to which third of the high school graduating class 

the student was in. Academic standing is indicated as Freshman, 

Sophomore, Junior and Senior. 

According to Table XII, the lowest percentage of male 



Method 
of 

Tennin-
ation 

Graduate 
No. 
Percent.* 

Withdrew 
No. 
Percent. 

Dropped 
No •. · 
Percent. 

Still Act. 
No. 

Total No. 
:in eachl/3 

hot Evalo' 

TABLE XII 
THE NUi'A:BER OF M]l.l IN EACH METHOD OF TERMINATION OF STUDY AT EASTERN ACCORDING 

TO THEIR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS RANK AND ACADF.MIC STAi"JDING AT TIME OF TRANSFER 
' ' Freshmen Sonhomore ,Junior Seninr Total No. of 

upper 1/.3 loNer 1/3 
Illidd1e J/3 

upp:!r 1/J loV1er J/.3 
middle 1/, 

upper 1/3 lower 1/3 
midilel/3 

upper J/3 lower 1/3 
mid:Uevl/3 

Men in each 1/3 
upper' :}G 1.ovrer 1/J 

midlle 1/.; 

10 12 3 13 16 11 13 14 5 2 4 l 38 46 20 
so 40 21 46 43 41 81 so 38 LOO 67 so 58 45 36 

7 13 5 13 12 _ 9 2 13 4 2 22 40 18 
35 43 35 46 32 33 12 46 30 33 33 40 32 

2 2 ·s 1 9 7 l 4 l 4 11 17 
10 6 35 3 24 26 6 30 so 6 11 30 

l 3 l 1 l 2 4 1 

20 30 14 28 3,7 ' 27 16 28 13 2 6 .2 66 101 56 

' 

l 

Total No. 
in each 
Method of 
Tennination 

104 
47 

80 
36 

32 
14 

7 
' 

223 

21 

i}Percentages were determined for the individuals in each third and are rounded off to whole numbers. 
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Of 

Terrain-
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Graduate 
No. 
Percent.ii' 

Withdrew 
No. 
Percent. 

Dropped 
No. 
Percent. 

Total No. 
in each 1/.3 

Not Eva.lo 

TABLE XIII . 
THE NUMBER OF ~OMEN IN EAUH METHOD OF TERMINATION OF STUDY AT EASTERN ACCotm:rnrG 

TO THEIR HIGH SCHOOL CLASS RANK Al\TD ACADEMIC STA1'1DING AT TThfE OF TRANSFER 

Freshmen Sophomore Junior Senior Total No. of 
Wonen :in each 1/3 

upper 1/3 lavrnr l/3 
middle 1/3 

upper 1/3 lower J./3 
I middle J/3 

uwer 1/3 ~a' )/3 
middle J/3 

u~r 1/.3 lower.1/.3 
middle 1./3 

'Wet' ¥.3 lova- 1/3 
mi..ddle J/3 

l l 8 l l 10 2 3 1 22 5 1 
20 20 57 17 50 91 100 60 50 63 33 25 

4 2 1 6 4 1 1 
, 

2 l 13 7 2 
80 40 100 43 67 9 100 40 50 37 47 50 

2 1 1 3 1 
40 17 50 20 25 

5 5 1 14 6 2 11 2 1 5 2 0 35 15 4 
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Total No. 
in Each 
Method of 
Termination 

28 
51 

22 
hl 

4 
7 

. 
54 

3 
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graduates among the subjects occurs with those entering as 

Freshmen who were in the lower third of their high school .gra­

duci.ting class. Seventy percent of these lower third. Freshmen 

did not complete their college work at Eastern. This is signi­

ficantly higher than the 45% and 49% of the upper and middle 

third Freshmen who did not complete their worlc at Eastern. An 

equal number of those entering as Freshmen graduated and withdrew 

from Eastern. The withdrawals combined with those dropped by 

Eastern account for 53% of the Freshmen transfers, slightly more 

than half of the total number. 

The highest number of still active male students is 

found in the Freshmen group which graduatedJn the middle third 

of their high school class. Fifty-seven percent of the still 

active students entered Eastern as Freshmen.· These students 

represent eight per cent of the total number of tho2e entering 

as ~reshmen. 

Of those students entering as Sophomore who were in the 

upper third of their hie;h school graduating class, an equal 

number graduated and withdrew from Eastern. The number of 

graduates in the middle third and lower third groups of those'' 

entering as ,,Sophomores is considerably higher than the number 

of ui thdrs.1·1als, but the total number of students not completing, 

their work at Eastern (withdrawals and dropped students) is 

significantly higher than the number of graduates. The per­

centage of those entering as Sophomores who were dropped by 

Eastern (18.5%) is higher than those vrho entered as Freshmen 

and were dropped (14%). 
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In the group of males who entered as Juniors, the per­

centage of graduates is higher than the percentage of those not 

completing their work at Eastern. This situation is also found 

~1.mong those entering as Seniors. Thoirn students who entered 

Eastern as Juniors and Seniors and were in the upper third of 

their high school graduating class have a high incidence of 

graduation (81% and 100% respectively). The incidence of 

students dropped by Easter·n is significantly lower in these 

groups with only 6 of the 67 subjects being dropped for academic 

deficiencies. 

A number of tr.:;~nds can be seen in Table XII. In a 

progression from the Freshmen to Senior groups: 

1. The number of male subjects still active at Eastern 
becomes smaller. 

2. The percentage of graduates in each third increases. 

3. The percentage of withdrawals in each third decreases. 

4. The percentage of subjects dropped by Eastern in 
each third decreases. 

As expected, those in the upper third of their high 

school graduation cle,sses had a higher percentage of graduates 

and those in the lower third of their graduation classes had a 

bigher percentage of students dropped for academic deficiency 

than those in other trisections. 

In Table XIII, the trends apparent in Table Xii do not 

appear. Trends noticeable in the totals columns are: 

1. The percentage of female graduates decreases when 
moving from upper third to lower third of high school 
graduating classes. 

2. The percentage of female withdrawals and dropped 
subjects increases in moving from upper third to 
lower third of the high school graduating classes. 
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Institutions of Previous Enrollment . 

This a-sp~ct of the study was undertaken to discern 

characteristics of students transferring from different insti­

tutions. Because students transferred from a total of 107 

diffetent institutions (See Table X), only the following will 

be considered in this discussion: 

High 
School 
Ffank 

Upper 
1/3 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Middle 
1/3 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Lower 
1/3 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Rank 
Not 
Eval. 
Men 
Women 

1. Students who previously attended two or more 
' institutions. 

2. Students who previously attended junior colleges. 

3. Students who previously attended other Illinois 
state universities. 

TABLE _XIV 
HIGH SCHOOL RANK OF STUDENTS TR4.NSFER..R.ING '.['O 

EASTERN FROM INSTI~UTIONS CITED - -
Ine.titutions .Previously Attended 

Two or Ji.micr lhiv. of W:istem Narthem Sruthem Ill. M:Il]kl11 
More Col- Ill. Ill. Ill. Ill. State Univ. 
fuhods lS1BS Univ. Univ. Univ. No:mal 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 

J:er--11- Per- Ier- Per- Fe!\. :Eel:\. Pet'- . p 9'.l-

OOlt CEt1I:, CE!Jt cent cent ca1t e:nt ca1t 

31 41 45 43 25 13 40 40 
6 8 29 1 2 1 6 
4 5 7 3 .1 3 

10 3! -- 36 3 1 3 4 6 

41 37 43 57 25 52 33 40 
12 10 30 L~ 1 12 2 6 

1 2 4 1 
13 tl.2 ~f.i. :J . 4 1 12 3 6 

16 19 9 25 30 20 20 
5 5 .7 .7 2 3 

1 1 
5 6 7 1 7 2 3 

3 1 1 1 
1 1 

-ii-Percentages were determined from the total number of 
individuals from each school. 
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4. Students who previously attended institutions from 
which five or more students transferred to· Eastern 
during the period cover~d by this study. 

Table XIV ind.icate-s- the high ~chool rank of students 

in each of the above cat-egq.t~ ies. The highest percentages of male 

students in each category were in the middle third of the high 

school graduation class. Exceptions to this are the Northern 

Illinois University and Millikin University groups where.an 

equal percentage occurr~d in the upper and middle thirds of 

the graduating classes. The highest percentage of female students 

in each category occurred in the upper third groups except in 

the Northern group where the one female student was in the lower 

third. ·and in the Millikin group where there were no female 

transfer students. 

The institution with the highest percentage of males in 

the upper third. of their high school class was from the 

university of Illinois; highest percentage in the middle third 

was from_ Western; and. the highest percentage in the lower was 

from Normal. The institutions wiih the highest percentage of 

female subjects in the upper third were Western and Southern 

with 100% each. The highest percentage in the middle third 

group was from Western, wl:?,ile the highest percentage in.the 

lower third-was from Northern with one only female in this group. 

Grade point averages at the previously attended insti­

tutions and at Eastern are compared in Table XV. There was a rise 

in grade averages in six categories of males and a lowering in 

two. The most significant changes were the .677 increase for 

Normal transfers and the .798 decrease for Western transfers. 
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TABLE XV 
GRADE POINT AVERAGES AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND AT 

EASTERl'J · ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Two or' 'Junior' Univ. Western 'Northern 'Southern· Ill. 
More Col- of Ill. Ill. Ill. State 
Schools leges Ill. Univ. Univ. Univ. Norma] 

Milli-
kin 

Univ. 
!age No.-ir No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
I,. 
t ; 

;other 
1Insti-
\ution 
!Men 2.06 24 2.45 19 1.92 50 2.36 1 1.10 3 1. 83 15 1.88 3 1.72 1e 
,women 2.41 6 2.39 7 1.90 7 2.14 2 1.45 1 1.94 5 

East-
ern 
Men 2.21 26 2.33 24 2.32 68 1.56 4 1.75 3 2.15 22 2.56 5 2.37 15 
women ·2.49 6 2.32 8 2.36 10 2.30 3 2.00 1 2.59 1 1.99 5 

Total 
Men 26 r,.h. 

C. ' 69 4 3 22 5 
Women 6 8 11 3 1 1 5 

f 

<!}Indicates the number of students whose grades were 
evaluated in each.cat~gory~ 

For female students, only one category showed a decrease in grade 

average: Junior Colleges. No comparison was available for those 

in Southern and Millikin categories because no grades were avail­

able from these institutions. In all categories, a decrease in 

grade point average appeared to be an exception. The number of 

male students in the Western category (one of those showing a 

decrease, in grade point average) is four. Only one of these 

students' grade point was found. Therefore, this is not a valid 

comparison to use as representative of all four of the trans­

fers from Western • 

. To make Table XV mox'e meaningful, Table XVI shovrs the 

number of students in each category whose grade point average 

·at Eastern was changed .1 or more from that at other institu­

tions.attended. The accompanying percentages are determined 

15 
0 



Number 
Whbse 
G.P.A. 
Rose 
Men 
Women 

Total 

Number 
Whose 
G.P.A. 
Lowered 
Men 
Women 

Total 
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TABLE XVI 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS WITH GRADE POINT AVERAGE CHANGES 

OF .1 OR MORE BETWEEN GRADES AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS 
AND AT EASTRRl~ ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 

Two or Jmior .thi'lk of Western Northern Southern Ill. 
More Col- Ill. Ill. Ill. Ill. State 
:Echcols laies Univ. Univ. Univ. Norn:al 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
~i~ fur- Per- Turi.. Per- Per- Peri-
cent cent cent cent cent cent . cent 

·\~ 

14 58 8 42 37 75 1 33 11 85 3 100 
3 50 1 14 5 83 2 100 l 100 ,::..,. . 2 40 

. /'' 

17 9 42 2 2 11 5 
·. 

M:il]jkjn 
Univ. 

No. 
Per::-
cent 

7 10 

7 

.,., .,, 
-· .. 

, 

9 37 10 53 8 16 1 100 1 8 2 20 
3 50 6 86 2 Lj.Q 

12 16 8 1 1 2 2 

-!!-Percentages were determined from the total number of 
men or women in each category. 

from the number of stud.ent.s whose grades were evaluated both at 

the institutions at which previous work was done and at Eastern. 

These results follow Table XV rather close_ly in that categories 

in which grade point averages incr~ased (Table XV) have a 
'·,.~-. 

greater percentage of students in the group of grade average rise 

in Table XVI. There is a si~ilar situation for those groups in 

which grade point averages lowered. 

Table XVII is presented to show the number of students 

transferring as Freshmen, Sophomores, Juniors, and Seniors from 

each of the schools. All categories have a concentration of 

students in -0ne of the academic groups but the concentrations 

occur in different academic groupings. The majority of these 

students were found to enter Eastern during their Freshmen or 
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TABLE XVII 
ACADEMIC STANDING OF STUDENTS AT TIME OF TRANSFER 

Stan-
ding 
At Time 
of 'Iran-
sfer 

Fresh-
men 
Men 
Women 
Total 
Sopho-
more 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Junior 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Senior 
Men 
Women 
Total 

Academic 
Stand-
ing not 
Known 
Men 

FROM VARIOUS OTHER INSTITUTIONS TO EASTERN 
Institutions Previously Attended 

Two or Junior Univ. ct Weetem Ncrtbem Southern Ill. Mil1ildn 
More Col- Ill. Ill. Ill. Ill. State Univ. 
Schcols leJ:1P.s Univ- Univ. Univ. NCIIJBl 
No. No. · No. No. No. No. No. No. 

Per-~f p~ Per- ::Eer- Per-· Per- Per- Per.;. 
cent ce:rt. cart oont cent cent cent cent 

~. ·: .. ·, !. r .• r -. ~ ... 
.. -·· I -- - ( ... .. 

" 

3 11 6 25 26 38 2 50 ~._ ~:: ~ 7 32 2 13 
2 25 3 27 2 67 1 100 

3 8 29 4 1 7 2 

2 27 6 25 28 L~O 1 25 2 67 8 36 4 80 10 67 
3 37 2 18 1 33 4 80 

2 9 30 2 2 8 ·s 10 

13 50 11 46 14 20 1 33 6 27 1 20 2 13 
4 67 3 37 4 J6 i 100 1 20 

17 14 18 1 7 2 2 

3 11 1 14 1 ~5 1 4 1 7 
2 33 2 18 
5 3 1 _l 1 

1 

oJi-Percentages were determined from the total number of 
individuals in ·each category (men and women are treated 
separately). 

sophomore years. 

Becaus_e an indication -of the students on probation, final 

probation, or dropped by other institutions was not always 

available in the records, no comparison is made of the students 

entering Eastern in these categories. However, to determine 

• 
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how many students go on probation after enter_ing. E,f4.s:tern, 
. •' .· ;. . ./,,-·· 

a tabulation of the number of· subjects wh.6 · were'''below 2. 00 
_ . .,. ... 

. . •g: 
•··1"·· _(.t"."-

grad e point average while at Eastern As ·oresei-1ted in Table XVIII. 
,/ .... .- • ..I. • . ·. 

The 2.00 grade point average is ~sed in.Table XVIII be­

cause this is the usual dividing line for indicating acceptable 
.. ·r, 

college work. The highest percentages of subjects with at 

least one quarter below 2.00 are found in•the Northern Illinois 

University category for men and the Western Illinois Universty 

category for women. 

Stu-
dents 
with· 
G.P.A. 
below 
2.00 

Men 

Women 

Total 

Total 
Trans. 
From 
Eact 
Inst. 

TABLE XVIII 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS BELOW·. A 2. 00 GRADE POINT 

- -AVERAGE FOR ONE OR MORE QUAR'T'ERS AT EA.STERJ."\J 
Two or Junior UnN. c:f Western Nathem Scul:.hem Ill. .J.Viillik:hl 
More Col- Ill. Ili. Ill. Ill. Et.ate Univ. 
f:chools lei:i:es Univ. Univ. Univ.·· Nartnal. 

~No. No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Ier-~1- Ie~ Pe~ Per- Per- Per- Per- Pe~ 
cent cent cent cent cent cent cent cent 

12 46 8 33 28 l+O 2 50 2 67 8 36 1 20 4 27 

4 50 2 18 2 67 2 40 

12 12 30 4 2 8 3 4 

32 32 80 7 4 23 10 15 

*Percentages were determined from the total number of 
students in each category {men and women were treated 
separately). 

In considering all students with one or more quarters 

below 2.00 grade average, the above categories can be seen to 

encompass a major portion of the students in this study who were 

below 2.00 grade average. Thirty-nine percent of the men from the 
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above institutions and 29% of the women were below 2.bo for one 

or more quarters and are represented in Table XVIII. The cate­

~ories in Table XVIII contribute 66.5% of the men and 66 . .§% of 

the women in Table XIX. 

-TABLE XIX" 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS WITH A GRADE POINT AVERAGE BELOW 2.00 
DURING ONE OR MORE QUARTERS AT EASTERN ACCORDING TO THEIR 

ACADEMIC STANDING AT THE TIME OF TRANSFERRING 

Num­
ber of 
Qtrs. 

I 

Freshman 

Academic Stand~ng At Time of Transfer 
Men I Women 

Fresh_rnan 
Sophomore 

Junior 

1 10 
'I 

2 7 

3 9 

4 5 

5 1 

6 1 

e· 
TotaF' 33 

Sophomore Senior 

13 

6 

8 

8 

3 

3 

1 

42 

Junior Total 

8 

4 

3 

2 

1 

2 

20 

2 

1 

3 

33 

17 

20 

15 

6 

6 

l 

98 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

8 

2 

2 

Senior 
Total 

1 

4 

5 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 15 

Table XIX also presents the number of quarters below a 

2.00 grade average for those students entering Eastern, but 

is divided according to academic standing at the time of 

transfer: Freshmen, So~homore, Junior and Senior. Percentages 

of the total number of students in each category are also presented 

in this Table. The highest total percentage of students is found 

in the category representing those entering as male Freshmen. 

Forty-eight point five percent of-the male Freshmen have spent 

one quarter or more with a grade point average below 2.00. The 

lowest percentage is found in the women students entering Eastern 
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as Juniors. A significantly larger percent"age of men {40%) had 

averages below 2.00 while at Eastern than did women (26.3.%). 

Major Field of Study 

This general area of consideration is the "stated major" 

of this study. Here the students are gr6uped under their specific 

majors to indicate what characteristics, if any, are evident for 

those in each specific group. Seven categories are listed. 

These represent the majors stated to ten or more transfers. 

The format for the presentation of data follows that of the previous 

area of consideration: institutions of previous enrollment. 

Hi~h 
School 
Class 
Rank 

Upp~r:: 
1/3 
Men 
Women 
Total 
Middle 
1/3 
Men 
Women 
Total 
Lower 
1/3 
Men 
Women 
Total 
Rank 
Not 
Known 
Men 
Women 
Total 

TABLE XX 
HIGH SCHOOL CLASS RANK OF STUDE!~TS ENTERING 

EASTERN WITH Vi\RIOUS STATED MAJORS - -
Major Fields of Study 

Busiress Phy. Ed. Soc. Sci. Elem. Indus. Mathe- Pre-. 
Ed. Arts. matics Eng. 

No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Per~ PerT. Per- Per- Per- r- Per-
cent cent cent cent cent cent cent 

26 23 32 42 33 53 43 
16 6 6 l 4 8 6 
5· 2 5 9 

21 8 11 10 4 8 6 

· ,. 42 41 35 46 33 33 29 
32 14 12 - 2 4 5 4 

2 9 
34 14 12 11 4 5 4 

26 29 21 8 25 13 14 
21 10 7 l 3 2 2 

l 
21 10 7 2 3 2 2 

5 2 4 l 2 
l 

81 34 34 24 12 15 14 
~fPercentages were determined from the total number of 
individuals in each major. 
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Table XX represents the number and p~rcentage of students 

in each third of their high school graduating classes. Of the 

seven categories, only four have female representatives. Only 

on~ of these female students was graduated in the lower third 

of her graduating class. · In two of the categories (Physical Edu­

cation, Social Science) all the female students were in the upper 

third of their high school graduation class. Except for the 

Mathematics and Pre-Engineering categories, all others had high 

percentages of male ~tudents in the middle third of their high school 

class. The former two have greater percentages in the upper third 

of the graduation classes. The category ·with the greatest per­

centage of male students in the upper third was Mathematics, 

while the 101.,vest percentage was in Physical Education. The 

category with the greatest percentage in the lower third was 

Physical Education. 

TABLE XXI . 
GRADE POINT AVER~GES AT OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND AT EASTERN 

FOR THE STUDENTS ENTERING WITH THE MA.JOR FIELDS OF STUDY CITED 
Grade Business Phy. Ed. Soc. Sci. Elem. Ed. Ind. Mathe- Pre-Eng. 
Point 

, AveraFX.e 
Other 
Ins ti-
tution 

•Men 
Women 

· East-
ern 
Men 
Women 

Total 
Men 
Women 

~e- Art·s. rnatics 
No. No. No. No. No. No. 

1.51 48 1.87 22 2.00 20 2.42 2 ~.01 9 2.19 11 1.87 
2.62 3 2.00 2 2.18 3 2 .36 16 

1.88 74 2.34 32 2.31 27 2.39 4 . 2.44 11 2.56 15 1.78 
2. 69 ·. 7 2.68 2 3.12 5' 2.16 20 

74 32 29 4 12 15 
7 2 s 20 

*Indicates the number of students whose grad.es were 
evaluatedin each category. 

No. 

14 

14 

14 
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Table XXI presents the grade point averages at the 

institutions from which the students transferred to Eastern and 

the averages at Eastern for the students in each category. There 

was an increase in grade point averages in all categories except 

Elementary Education and Pre-Engineering in whi.ch there ··were 

losses of less than .::1. There was a lowering of grade point 

averages in one female category: Elementary Education. 

TABLE XXII 
STUDENTS IN MAJOR FIELD OF STUDY WITH GRADE POINT AVERAGE CHANGES 

OF .1 OR lvIORE BET1,1EEN GR~DES &T OTHER INSTITUTIONS AND EASTERN - -
Grade 
Point 
Average 

G.P.A. 
Rose 
Men 
Women 

Total 

G.P.A. 
Lowenn 
Men 
Women 

Total 

Business Phy. ffl. Soc. Sci. Elem. Indus. Mathe- Pre-
Ed. Arts matics Eng. 

No. 
~I-

No. No. No. No. No. No. 
Per- Per- Per- Pe~ Per- Per- Per-
cent cent cent. cent cent cent cent 

31 42 15 47 11 38 1 25 6 50 8 53 8 57 
2 29 n 100 3 60 7 35 C. 

33 17 14 8 6 8 8 

8 11 3 10 4 14 2 17 3 33 3 23 
1 14 7 25 

9 7: 4 7 2 3 3 _.I ... -~I-Percentages were determined from the total number of 
students in each category (men and women were treated 
separately) • 

Table XXII shows the number of students whose grade 

point averages from previously attended institutions rose .1 
' 
or more and lowered .1 or more at termination of work at Eastern. 

In all categories a greater percentage of male students had an 

increase in grade average at Eastern. A greater percentage 

of female -students also had increased averages at Eastern in all 

· categories except Elementary Education where an equal percentage 
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had. increases and decreases of .1 or more. It is concluded that 

students in all the major fields of studies listed improved 

academic standings at ·Eastern. 

Acade-
mic 
Stanclln3 

Fresh-
men 
Men 
W9men 

Total 

Sopha-
more 
Men 
Women 

Total 

Junion 
Men 
Women 

Total 

Senion 
Men 
Women 

Total 

Total 
Men 
Women 

TABLE XXIII 
ACADEtiIC STANDING OF STUDENTS AT TIME OF TRANSFER 

- - ~ . TO EAS'T'ERN IN EACH OF THE VARIOUS CATEGORIES 
Business Phy. ID Soc. Sci. Elem. Indus. Mathe- Pre-

·Ea. Arts matics End. 
No. No. No. No. No. No. No. 

Per- · Per! Per- B:p... Per- Per- Per-
cent cent cent cent cent cent cent 

26 35 7 22 8 30 1 25 6 50 8 53 8 57 
1 14 1 20 4 20 

27 7 9 5 6, 8 8 

21 28 15 47 13 45 1 25 5 L~2 4 27 10 72 
2 29 1 50 2 40 10 50 

23 16 15 11 5 4 10 

26 35 8 25 6 21 2 50 3 25 8 53 2 14 
3 43 1 50 5 25 

29 9 6 7 3 8 2 
' 

1 13 2 :6 2 69 1 8 
1 14 2 40 1 5 

2 L~ 3 1· 

74 32 29 4 12 15 14 
7 2 5 20 
~~Percentages were determined from the total number of 

students in each category (men and women were treated 
separa tl ey) . 

The academic standing of the students in each category 

at the time of transfer is shown in Table XXIII. In the Business 

and Business Education category an equal percentage of male 

students entered Eastern as Freshmen and Juniors. A greater 
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percentage of female students majoring in Bus·1ness entered Eastern 

as Juniors. Greater percentages of females in the other categories 

entered as Sophomores. Greater percentages of males in Ele­

mentary Education and Mathematics entered Eastern as Juniors, 

while in all other categories, except Business, a greater per­

centage entered Eastern as Sophomores. 

TABLE XXIV 
NUMBER OF STUDENTS lN EACH CATEGORY WITH ONE OR 

MORE QUARTERS BELOW A 2.00 GRADE POINT AVERAGE WHILE Arr EASTERN - - ~ -
Grade 
Point 
Average 

Men 

Women 

Total 

Total 
Within 
Each 
Major 

Major Fields of Study 
business .t-'ny. l!;a. bOC. t;Cl. ..t!;.1 em . ind.US. Nathe- .t're-

Ed. Arts matics Eng. 
No. No. No .. No. No. No. No. 

Per-* Per- Per- Per- Per- Per- Per-
cent cent cent cent cent cent cent 

32 43 14 44 10 35 1 25 1 8 2 13 ·10 71 

1 50 1 20 9 45 

32 15 11 10 1 2 10 

81 3LJ. 34 24 12 15 14 

{~Percentages were determined from the total number of 
individuals in each category (men and women were treated 
separately). 

Table X,'GV indicates the number of students with'.-a grade 

point average below 2.00 during one or more quarters at Eastern. 

The lovrest percentage of students with grade aver~ges that fell 

below 2.00 is in the Industrial Arts category. This category, as 

seen in Table IX, had the highest percentage of graduates of 

those discussed. A s-ig.riifi cantly larger number of male students 

were below 2.00 than female students.. The lowest percentage of 

male students in Table XXIV is in the Industrial Arts category, 

where eight percent of the transfers were below 2.00 grade point 

average while at Eastern. 



CHAPTER V 

SUMMARY 

This paper is a descriptive analysis of the academic 

progress of transfer students entering Eastern Illinois Uni­

versity during the Fall, Winter and Spring quarters of 1956 and 

1957. 

The objectives of the study are to analyze the charac­

teristics and achievement of transfer students by: 

1. Studying their grades and .academic standing at 
institutions they previously attended. 

2. Studying their achievement and characteristics at 
Eastern. 

Results of the study are divided into three general areas 

of consideration: method of termination, institutions previously 

attended, and major fields of study. 

In the method of termination, students were analtzed 
. I 

according to their method of termination of study at Eastern. 

It was found that of the 244 men studied, 45% graduated from 

Eastern, 37% withdrew from Eastern and 14% were dropped by 

Eastern. Four percent (9 students) were still active students at 

··Eastern at the time this data was gathered. Of the 57 women 

studied, 53% graduated, 39% withdrew, and 9fl were dropped by 

Eastern. Thus the female transfer students fared better at 

Eastern than the male students. 

Grade point averages were determined for work completed 

at other institutions and for work completed at Eastern. Trans-

-42-
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fer students wl10 graduated from· Eastern had a grade average of 

2.302 at other institutions attended and 2.66 at Eastern. With­

drawals had a grade average of 2.015 at other institutions and 

2.021 at Eastern while those dropped for academic deficiency 

had a 1.68 average at other institutions and 1.559 at Eastern. 

In all cases except for the students dropped by Eastern, the 

women students had higher grade point averages than men. 

The number of students with grade point averages that 

changed .1 or more was determined. It was found that 45% of the 

men and 26% of the women had a grade point rise of .1 or more, 

while 16% of the men and 25% of the women had a grade point 

average loss of .1 or more. It was concluded that students 

who graduated or withdrew from Eastern received as good or better 

grades at Eastern as at previously attended institutions. 

Students who graduated had less quarters with a grade 

point average below 2.00 than did students who were dropped by 

Eastern. The highest number of quarters with a grade average 

below 2.00 spent by a student was eight at Eastern. Seven 

students, none of whom graduated, were below a 2.00 grade point 

average for six quarters. 

It was found that 90% of the men and 63% of the women who 

graduated after transferring to Eastern did not complete their 

studies in four years. More than 50% of all the students 

studied spent one academic year or less at another institution. 

Students who withdrew from Eastern spent approximately the same 

amount of time at Eastern as at the institutions they previously 

attended. 
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Ages of the students studied varied ftom 17 years of age 

to 56 years of age. · More than 90% of the students Here 25 years 

of age or less. 

Twenty-six different major.fields of study were pursued 

by students. The most prevalent major was Business and Business 

Educ=1.tion with 81 students. Physical Education and Soci?,l Science' 

were studied by 34 ~tudents each. 

The second general area of consideration was institutions 

previously attended. Students in this study attended 107 different 

institutions before entering Eastern. The majority of these 

were attended by only one student. Students 1}ho attended six 

different institutions and two groups of institutions were 

studied further. Of the students studied, those who transferred 

from the University of Illinois had the highest percentage of 

graduates from Eastern. No student who previously attended 

Northern Illinois Uni ver.si ty graduated from Ec1stern, while 

Northern had the highest percentage of students drop~ed by 

Eastern, In considering these statistics, it must be remembered 

that only four students transferred to Eastern from Northern. 

Students who attended Junior Colleges had the highest 

grade point average at previously attended institutions, but 
.-

had a lower grade point average at Eastern in compG.rison with the 

previous work. The majority of students from the lnstit~tions 

studied had a higher grade point average at·Eastern than at 

previously attended institutions. 

A determination of the number of students with a grade 

point afferage below 2.00 was made, according to the institution 

from which they transferred, The highest percentage of men 
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with a grade average -below 2. 00 were from Western Illinois Uni ver­

si ty. The validity of these statistics can be questioned because 

the percentage represents only two students from each institution. 

Thirty-nine percent of the men and 29% of the women from these 

institutions were below a 2.00 grade point average one or more 

quarters while at Eastern. 

The largest number of students with grade point averages 

below 2.00 were Sophomores at the tima of transfer to Eastern, 

while those entering as Seniors had the smallest percentage of 

students with grade averages below 2.00. 

The third general area of consideration is the major 

field of study. Here the student with the seven most prominent 

major fields of study.·were anali~ed. The prevalent major field 

of study was Business and Business Education. 

Of those studied, students entering Eastern in Mathe­

matics had the highest percentage in the upper third of their 

high school graduating class and the lowest percentage in the lower 

third of the graduation classes. Those entering'in Physical 

Education bad the highest percentage of students in the lower 

third of their hie;h school graduation class. 

The highest grade point average at other institutions 

was earned by students in Elementary Education, but these 

students showed a decrease in grade average at Eastern. The 

lo\'lest grade point averages at other schools and at Eastern 

were earned by students in Pre-Engineering. Pre-Engineering 

majors had the highest percentage of students with a grade point 

rise of .1 or more while those in Mathematics had the highest 

percentage of students with grade point average loss of .1 or more. 
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The largest percentage of students transferred to Ea!Stern 

as Sophomores and Juniors in the categories studied. 

Seventy-one percent of the students in Pre-Engineering 

were below a 2.00 grade point average while at Eastern. Eight 

percent of those in Industrial Arts were below a 2.00, one or 

more quarters. A considerably larger percentage of men was 

below a 2.00 average in comparison with women. 

For this .study to be complete, analysis of personal 

factors should also be included. A follow-up study of the 

subjects to determine reasons for entering and withdrawing from 

Eastern should be conducted. 

One of the most important services of such a study is to 

aid in prediction of succe~s for students transferring into 

Eastern. To make this predictibn more valid other types of 

studies should be completed: 

1. Studies similar to the one presented here coveri~g 
different years. 

2. Studies concerning transfer students 
Eastern from specific institutions. 
all students who have transferred to 
University of Illinois. 

coming to 
For example, 
Eastern from the 

3. Studies comparing transfer students to the rest of 
the student body. 

There are limitations to the study presented here. The 

information has been detailed at the sacrifice of generality. 

The author believe2. it is not valid to reach a few e;eneral con­

clusions to use in discribi11g the transfer student because of the 

wide variance in results that occurs. 
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