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PREFACE

Approximately 40 per eent of our young people do not
complete theilr high school education, Aoccording to the United
States Departaent of labor Statistios, of the 26 million new
young workers who are expected to enter the labor market during
the 1960's, 7.5 m1llion will not have graduated from high school
and 2,5 million will not have completed the eightu grede,  Seris
ous handioaps 1in soclial, personsl, and vocation ad justment
are inevitadle for these early school leavers,

The community in which this study was msde has a popula=
tion of aporoximately 21,000 and is loeated in Faste(lentral
Illincie, Located there are several small plants and industries
and such national firme as: Anaconds Metal Hose;Oo., Assoclated
Spring Corporation, and Brown 3Shoe Company., Also, the surrounding
territory is very productive agricultﬁre land,

This study of pupile dropping osut of the threseyear high
school wes mede during the gchool vear of 1962«63 at ¥attoon,
Tllinoie, in ap sttempt to dimcover the types of pupils who
dropped and why, The study 1ncludes personal observatione of

the writer, who i2 a guldspnce counselor at the school,
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUOTION

,  udy, ~=With increased sutomstion and
a greater need for skilled workers it 1s more important now than
ever before that young people do not leave school before graduae
tion, The dropout is unadle tn‘qunlify for the skilled jobs that
are open, and tho.aﬁyyay of unskilled Jjobs he might be able to
£111 18 diminishing.

¥ho are the dropouts? #What happened to them? The ane

swers to these questions about school leavers is not the conoern
of Mattoon alone, The future of these youngsters, according ;n
former Secretary of Labor Arthur J. Goldberg, 1is 'potentiully‘

the most dangerous soolal condition in America today,."

4dr.-~8ince this study covers only
the 1962«563 school year, 1t is small in that it describes only a

few of the nation's dropouts, The entire population for the
study was ocomposed of sixty students-~thirty~five boys and
twenty-five girls,

The purpose of this study 1is to cq;érihe the dropout and
to attempt to determine why he dropped. A dropout is a etu-
dent who withdrew from schoosl, voluntarily or otherwise, prior
to recelving a diploms,
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This paper 12 written to satisfy the thesis requirement
of obtaining a Master's Degree in Fducation, Some detailed ine
formation not otherwise neceesary is included beocause of the
interest 1t might have to the looal school systea, C

Data for the study were onllected by use of school
records, questionnaires, snd personal interviews, Sone of the
inforsation was obtalned from comsultation with teachers, the
attendance officer, and counseling persounel, all of whom were
directly in touch with the dropout throughout the school year,

ghogle==During the year of this
study the student population at the Mattoon Senlior High Sohool
was 1055, There were 484 tenth graders, 319 eleventh graders,
and 282 fwelfth graders,

The course offerings fall into three maln categories—-
Technicel, Genersl, and College Preparatory. There are approxie
| sately 83 course offerings, A wide variety of extra-ocurricular
activities 18 offered.

A student must earn 12 3/4 units of oredit in the three
years to be eligidle for graduatlon, Included in these units
are: FEnglish II, Fnglieh III, Averiocaun History, Zenior Ecoe

mies, end Physical Educsation II, III, and IV, Driver ?raln-

8 18 required of all students as part of Physical Fducation,

alth apd Zafety, Any student entering Senlor High School
who does not have credit in niath grade Fuglish (English I)
must satisfsctorily complete his Fnglish I regquireasent defore



regiotering for ¥English II, 7Pnglish I does not count as one
of the required 12 3/4 units for gradustion,

Inoluded 11 the ourrioculum are three workestudy programe

(0ffice Occupations, Distributive Tducation, snd Diversified

Ocoupations), These progrems are for Jusiers aend Senlors only.



OBAPTER 1I
RELATED RESFARCH

Statistiosl informatlon contalned in a study of this naw
ture becomes more mespingful when 1t 18 related to statietios
of similar studies. Dissizllerity between studies makes 1t ime
possible to find coamparable figures for some of the tables,

But the universality of the problem has produced & great volume
of written materlal on the aubject and a great deal of comparae
tive inforsation 1s availladle,

, j2«-In four dlfferent dropout studles
the following stetements were wnde concerning the problem of

discovering who 4rops out:

One out of every three youlhs in sohool today
will leave before high achool graduation, At the
current rete 7.5 million youths will have dropped
out of sehool in the ourrest deosde,!

Yo single ilasage adegquately oheruoterizes the
drop=out., ¥We have discovered, for exaaple, that
the rate of drop-out is ss high in rural as in
urban areas,

Two~thirs of the nation's force of service
workers and operatives and laborers sre forzer
drop-outs, Twoethirds of the unemployed mea and
women in the United Stataa possess lesz than a
high school education.

e

'Peroy V¥, Williams, "Sohool Dropouts,”® XEA Jourpel.
(Fedbruary, 1963}, ps 11, '

23an1el Schreiver, "School Dropouts,® NEA dournsl,
(K’?o ‘969)¢ Pe 51, ’

4
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John ¥, Porter, Fducational Research Qaacultant af the
Departaent of Public Instruotion in Hichlgan, sade th& followe
ing stetement in his study:

: Dropegut fligures in Michlgan indlcate that
approximately twentyefive out of every one hune
dred students entering the niath grade will fall
t0 graduste, This mesne 22,000 or molre a2 year
(in ¥ichigan).

e s « 57T million men and women in_this
country heave not finished high sohool,

Charles ¥V, Nathews of the Illisols Tduostion Association
says that:

A survey of the ilacldence of early school
leaving oonducted by the Dffice of the Buperine
tendent of Publle Instruction under the ausplces
of Title ¥, Hutlional Tefense Education Aot
showed a variation in percentage of dropouts
from mors than 50 per ocent in southern Illinols
tc less than 5 per cent in a few sudburban aress,
with a statewlide percentage dropout of spproxi-
mately 35 per oent,

He goes on to says

« » » The dropout was particulerly lecking in
the personality chamoteristics necessary to
achieve status and socisl msturity, He is
ensily disorganised and pessimistlic adout bhis
occupational future, He finds himself often on
the defensive in socisl altustions and i» un-
able to gamaaaﬁ the worz habits necessary to
sugceed, :

trop?--Related studies discloss the following

inforsation conoarning when the students dropped from sohool s

3John W, Porter, "School Em@gaataunk State Plan,"
EEA Journal. (May, 1962), p. 53,

*Qhurles v‘ Kaﬁhevu *The Serious Problem of the School
Discuseion Zoale, XXIV, Ho, 8, p. 2.
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A 198162 study of dropouts in every high school in the
State of Maryland showed that 45,9 per cent of the dropouts
left at age 16}, The Quiney (Illinols) Youth Development Proe
Ject Study of all early achool leavers in one class® in an avere
Aaga Illinols coszunisy of about 50,000 populsation discoversd
thats

v + o About 32 percent of the ohildren is an
age group dropped out of 20hool between the sixth
and 12th grades, Dropouts left achool at ages
ranging from 14 to 18, with the hizhest aumber of
dropouts between ages 16 and 164, Twentyefour per
cent left school before reaching the legal school
leaving age of 16; and §7.5 per ocent left school
after reaching age 17},

In Septeader the numder of dropouts ocan be
explained by indicating that a number of bovs and
girle over olxteen years of age quit thelr jobs
and enterad eschool im the autusn, only to deoide
after a short time thet they 414 not want to give
up the money and the independance which they had
enjoyed while working, Pebruary, April and Hay
showed definite incorsases in the nusber of 4rop-
outs, The month of February marks the beginning
of & new semester, and at that tinme uoga pupils
who has not done well in pohocl leave,

JBuch were %hey abeenilte-Charles ¥, Mathews goes on to
gay this sbout the absentesism of dropouts:
Due to aocademio and soecial maladjustmens,
the absence rate of the dropout becomes 80 eXxe
cessive during the last two years before he drops 7
out of school as to Jeopardize school achlevement.

ghoolTe=-The following

Swilitams, 1g9c. cit.
EMathews, loo, git.

Te, B, Smith, ®A Study of Pupils Dropping Out of s Mide
¥estern High School,” 3¢hool Rewiew, (May, 1944), p, 9.



are statements concernlug ressons for leaving stated in differe
end studliest

Of the causes sunmerized under sixteen heade
ings, the one listed most frequently was lack of
interest, 7Thi2 cmuse accounted for 35,3 percent
of the answers, Lack of success accountsd for
17.8 percent, and soconomic reassas other than the
cost of going to school smounted to 10 percent,
Karriage and pregnanoy represanted another 14,95
percent, Together, these four rg&sann were glven
by 77.6 percent of the dropouts,

We know, too, that asoh year about 175,000
girls leave school to marry.?

Dropouts in the study of the Quinoy Youth
Developarnt Projesot were zaked, "As you look
back, what do you think wes your main reason for
lesving sohool?" Approximately 60 percent of
them indicated a atrong attitude of dislike,
frustration, and soolal disseslsfacotion with
school, Sous dropouts felt that particular
tenchers were responsivle for theliy decision -
1o leave 3chool because they had relscoted the
dropout on the basias of soelsl status or acse
demiec inadequecy, Keasons for leeviag school
given by the dropouts indiocated they d4did not
see sducaticn an s means to vooationel success,
and some bellsved that leaving sochool would
provide a more dirsct route to vooational suce
gesn, Sose were involved at an early age Iin
solving problems of sexual adjusitment, mure
riaze, or proaisculty, and found dropping out
of school nedesasary becsuse of pregaancy or
is2pending narriage, :

Finaneial inadequacy was glven by oanly 16
peroent of the dropouts as s resson for leave
ing sehools in half of these ceses the need
for & jJob and money stemmed from the dealre
for a oar, elothes or other paaruo?stau B0
bols rather than more basic needs,’'!
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Laok of intelligence may be a blg factor for
some dropouts, but it certainly is not the domi-
nent oause, The Harylend Study showed that 49,8
percent of the dropouts had average to abdbove
average 1ntelligence, It 18 also interesting to
note that 45,3 percent of the dropouts had not
been ra*ginea in elthar eleasntary or Junior high
sohool,

At the same time, the reocords of 1§ scores
indicate that the averags dropout 18 by no means
uneduoable, He tende on the average, %o score
lower than his inesohool counterpart, but a na-
tionwide study conducted by the United States
Departaent of labor akowed that 70 peraent of the
dropouts surveyed had registered I{ soores above
90, An intensive sixeyear study 1n the State of
Bevw Tork revealed that %? peroent of the dropouts
nad IQ scores above 110,12 |

17we

In terze of achievement, 56,5 percent(of
13,719 high school dropoute in the Haryland 3tudy)
had not achieved accordinzg to their abilities,

e » » 45,5 pereent of the érapeutt,gora reading
at the sixth grade level or bdelow,

Reading remains the fundamental educaticnsl
skills without it no atudent oan perform adequatew
ly in any subleot, Yet, studies from every sace
tion of the country testify that the average dropout
is at least two years raﬁnra'g in reading ability
by the tima he guits sehool,

T Y]

Dropouts (1in the Quinmecy study) recelved ‘
lower grades throughout thelr achool osreer. . . .

One waain reason for school leaving according
to Dillon is grede and subjeot fellure, They drop

*

1911138ms, 20, 9ite, Pe 12,
'2g0nredber, 2pe 9i%es Po 52
341111ams, doe, oit.
V4g0ureiver, 106, ¢lk.
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out to keep thelr self respect, Grade and sub~
Jeot tailnrog are accounted fi in some oases by
absenteeisn, 'S -

d they fallTee

Among the four programe offered in Xaryland
schools, students tsking the general osurse sade
up the i&rgant propertion of the dropouts, This
sourse accounted for 45.8 percent of the dropoutsg
the commercial, 13,2 percentsy the vooational,
12,9 peroent; the apgadenic, 12,2 pereent and
other, 10,9 psroent,

As far as couree fallures were oconcerned,
47.% pereent were falling tara? or more subjects
the semester they left sehool, é

Estinstes show that a larae pumber of our
#ichigan dropouts, however, 4o come from the stue
dents who are eanrclled in general education
courses rather than in college preparatory
coursas or in those designed to develop conmers
eial or technleal competency, It &8 estinzated
thet betwean S0 and 60 peroexnt of our higzh
school students tzke general esducation courses,
A large psrcentage of these become dropoutss
the rest drift through school without tangible
- goale or without amecquiring ?n amploysble skill
for today's world of worke!

ie8 ?““’

shen nonscholastic faotors were studied it
was found that more than two-thirds of the drope
outs never partiecipatsd in nthl&tifg or extras
curricular activities of any kilad,

The dropout studeant does not actively
participate in the extracurricular aoctivitiss
of the school, Although a majority of the drope
outs have some c¢ontaot with extracurricular

'Suathews, log, cit.
16¥1111ae, 1og, git.
1TPorter, gpe @ites Po 54
"Sus11tame, 109, oit.
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aotivitiss, most of them attend entertalnmest
events or meelings only once or twice, Uafortune
ately, under the social organization prevalent

in the extraourricular sctivities of many pudbe
lic schools, 1t 18 not possible for most drepout-
prone students to aochlieve success, ILaek of
popularity snd soelal differences ?gtlviﬁntly
preclude satiefying participation,

s gk round Tes

Whern data on parents vere viewed, 1t was
found that the ogoupatlion of the head of the
household in 46,4 percent of the dropout ceses
was olasasified as unekilled, Another 6,2 per~
cent of the heads of the household were unelie
ployed., Hence more than halfl of the dropouts were
from familiee in whioh the oceupation of the hesd
of the household was ralat;gsly unstable and in
the lowest lancome brackeis,®

The outeome of any school endeavor 1is
‘bound ta be aflfected By the atmosphere of the
student's howe, by the attitudes to which he is
exposed outside the school, The majority of
the dropouts oome from familles of the lower
socloecononic ontegoriese~Lfamililies vhere the
father is mlsz2ing, where cultural baekground
and horizons are iimitea. where education is
viewed with 1n41§{areano or dietrusts, if anot
open resenimant,

Dropouts appesred to be significantly lowe
er in soolceesconowic atatue than students who
starved in sohool, + + o Ho uppere-status stue
dents dropped out of 30hool and only g%c uppers
middle clase oblld left sehool emrly,

A oheck of the highest edueational level

19%athews, 100, Cit.
204111108, 9Ds Slkes Ps 1.
2V 3chreiber, gp, ltes Pv 520
?2Methews, Joo, oit.
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af the parente of dropouts ravealed thot 72,53
peroent of the mothers end 80,3 percent of the
fathers had slso been 4ropouts, and 56,7 pere
cent of the mothere had completed only anine
7ears or less of formel education, aand 30.9
percent of the fathers and 24,4 percent of the
:athagg had completed only the sixth grade or
ess,

Bor are dropouts necessarily homeless or
the product of brokes homes, ZTighty percent
of those stullled lived wé&h one parent aand 70
percent lived with both.*

The ¥aryland Study produced no evidence %o
support the ides that most dropouts are deline-
quent children, A large majority, 79 percent,
were not coansidered serious behavior problens
by elther thelr »rincipalas or ecounselors,
Purtheraore, gé percent had never been suspended
from schasl,Z

23%1111ams, LQce oite
PA1pag,
251514,



CRATTER 112

A DESCRIPTIVI STUDY OF THE DROPOUTS AT MATTOOM
SENIOR BIGH SOHOOL 1962463

School Record Data

] 2 the d) §7-=31xty students dropped from the

Mattoon Senlor High School during the 196263 sohool term. The
number leaving wes 5,5 per cent of the 1055 students making up
the student body., Of those dropping, 41,7 per cent were girls

-and S8,% per ocent were borys,

TABLE 1

AGE DIBTRIBUTION OF BOYS AYD GIRLS DROPPING FROM
HATTOOR 3TRIOR EIGE 8UHOUL

Age Bors Girle Boys and Girls

Humber Per cent Humber Per cent Number Per cent
15 2 5.7 3 12,0 5 8.3
16 9 25,7 12 48.0 21 35,0
17 18 51.4 5 20.0 23 38,3
18 4 1.4 4 16,0 8 13,3
19 e 5,71 1 4,0 3 3,0

29tad 3% 100, 25 100,05, 60 100,90

12
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: drop?~«Table 1 shows that 73,2 per cent of

the dropouts were in the sexteen and seventeen Year age group.
Thirty«five per cent left &t age sixteen, which 18 the miaimum
age at which a student may legully withdrew from school.  The
5.7 per cent of ths thirty~five bovs who left before the legal
leaving sge of sizteen were two Sent to the Illinois Youth Come
misstion for delinguency, Of the 8,3 per cent of the twentyefive
girls who dropped before the legal lesving sge two dropped for
health reasons, and the third one Just stopped coming® to school.

Ot the 16 per cent (&) of the girle who were eighteen st
the time of withdreswal, all but cne were two or wore credits bee
.hind thelr olassenmetes, and felling the subjlects 1z whioh they
were enrolled at tie time of dropping. The one girl was s
senior, had lost no oredits, and remsined enrolled through part
of May., ©Bhe wae recelving fellling gredes in the work~study
progrem (L,0.) and in Physicel Educaticn,

Those who dropped &t age sixteen were i# thelr first year
at the senior hlgh school, Moat of these students had to en~
70ll beceume of the stste age requiremsnt., {The normsl age
at the completion of the niath zrade i3 fifteen.)

The greatest nunber of dropoute occurred io January and
#aroh, The writer can offer no explanation for this exoept that
it seems possible that the dropping in January might be, at least
in part, attributed to an unwillingness to teke sSemester exans
glven during thet month, It iz also pomsible that & number of

students who had attalned age sixteen 2 few wWeeks before Shriste

¥ 57 the time remedisl steps were completed, his glrl had
bacone sixteen,
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mas vacation were merely markiug time swaelting the vacation bee
foredroppiug. Some who might heve been undeoided may haye ale
lowed inertia to take over to extend the hollday into perssnent

terzination,

TABLE 2

= T B0TE S airle " Poys and Giris
Honth Nuaber Per cent Number Per ocent Number Per ocent
Sept, 5 11,43 2 8,00 5 10,00
0o, 7 20,00 1 4,00 a 13, 3%
Hov, 2 5. 71 [ 24,00 8 13.33
Tea, 2 5¢71 4 15,00 6 10,00
Jan, 8 22,86 1 4,00 3 15,00
Peb, 2 Se71 > 12,00 b 8,33
Mar, 7 20,00 3 12,00 10 16,67
Apr. ! 2.26 4 18,00 5 ' 8.33

Comments overheard from student® might 2ffer some explanae

tion for the high number of Haryech dropouts, Expressions of
futility sbout anticipated impossibility éf chtaining peseing
grades for the year seeamsd prevelent, Students who had been
sliding along with failing or nearefelling greades arnd who had

been bullding up an socusulation of incoupleted assigmeents to be
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nade up ﬁay have finally decided either that they could not
make up the work or that they could not bring their grades up
to pessing, or both; or thet Il wasa't worth the effort, Thewse
are, at best, merely carefully-considered guesses on the part

of the writer,

TABLY 3
TRAR I7 BPYIOR HIGH SOBOOL WHEM DROPPED

e i T s SO DRI 370005 8 et 5 A

Ao B

B AR AP e A e S

Boys %irls Boys and Oirle

Yoar Kuaber Per cent Humber Per cent Number FPer oent
Tenth 16 45,71 9 ‘.36.GG 26 43,33
Eleventh 16 48,71 14 86,00 29 48,33
Twelth ? S5eT1 2 8,00 4 6.67
Others 1 2,86 - - 1 1.67

Totals 35 100,00 25 100,00 60 100,00

e e

3ix 5! the tenth graders jwd failed English I in the

ninth grade, The tenth greder must meke this up before he oan
enroll in Faglish II, but he rseeives no high school oredit for
zakicg it up., The tenth grader who has to make up Faglish I may
enroll in only three other full credit courses, Jonsequently,
even 1f he pssses all four courses he is one credit behind his
classmates who passed four oredit edourses in the teath grade,

~ These 61X students are probably doomed to suffer under a
contizuing handicap, The twelve credites required toward graduse

tion (exoluding required Physical Bducstion) average four credite
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per year for eadsh of three years, =ven 1f fhey successfully
ocomplete the four tenth grade courses (inoluding Faglish 1),
these atudents, historiocelly weak in ®nazlish, sust "pick up® an
extra oredit within the followlag two years to be able to gradue
ate with thelir claea, This can be acoospllished in one of three
ways; 1) Take five sunhjeots durlng a norasl sehool year which

is prohidited unless & "3™ average 18 maintained the preceding
vear, 2) Pnroll in summer school for a full or half oredit
eourse, 3) Enroll for an extrs half c¢redit for each of two
normsl) sechool vears,{Combinztions of helf credite in a norzmal

school year and a sumzer would also be poaﬁiale.)

Table 10 shows thet only three of the aixty(5 pereant}

maintained a "B" averaze as ninth graders., (Incidenthlly, none
of the above six were in that 5 per cent,) Teble 10 slao
starkly reveals that the gradez beoame progressively lower essh
and every year, with precipltous drops after the fifth grade,
Theoe fsots make it virtuelly impossible for those 3lx students
to ever enroil for an estra eredit in a norssl school year,

The fondness of 2 poteniiml dropout for Sehacl is not
such thaet he would be expected to enrell iz sumwer aschool. The
thirty«doliar tultion fee per credit is rlso a deterrent, eepeve
1ally for the lower ingcome fanmily group, from which the majority
of theae students come, ‘

The third alternative 1e perhaps the moet practiosl, For
it there is no grade average requirement, 'Kawaver, the half

eredit courses are 50 linmited in number and variety that they
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TABLT 5
ATTENDANOE RRCORD OF THE SIXTY DAOPOUTS

Fatio %o, Times| gfatlio Wo, Times
of Days Inys of Abs, of Iays Days of Abs,
Pres, to nrid,. Abs, in Pres, to EInrkd, Abes, in
Days Abe, Hinth] Davs Aba, Einth
7333 60 A 23 24,00 25 s 13
63,26 74 48 21 22,15 14 23 BA
62,32 69 43 13 21,64 134 29 20
61,08 167 102 25 20,73 82 17 14
58433 24 14 18 20.00 25 5 14
55,55 2 5 9 17.11 76 13 16
5243 103 54 A 26.33 49 8 6
50,00 20 10 . 15, 104 ié 15
50,00 10 b} 3 15,00 20 3 2
50400 4 e 8 14,29 14 2 7
49,12 57 28 16 14,29 7 1 0
48,86 ag 43 3g 14,10 T8 11 4
47,06 85 40 31 13,71 124 17 5
43,07 137 59 bl] 13,60 125 17 17
38,81 67 26 T 12.79 86 11 4
38,20 123 47 10 11,59 69 8 9
3736 174 65 nA 11,114 36 4 54
36,43 140 51 32 10,00 60 & 14
35. 71 70 25 5 6.50 123 8 HA
3%.14 T 26 29 b, 45 110 5 2
32.69 52 17 8 3.19 % 3 15
30.00 90 27 N& 2. 56 117 3 8
29.94 167 50 5 2.17 138 3 0
29,85 &7 20 11 1.94 103 2 HA
27.70 148 41 ¢ 1.69 59 1 1
27.27 £8 24 272 w(w 20 P P 0
25,00 100 26 13 w(= 20 «lw KB
25,60 125 32 24 HA 5 #a 14
25.42 118 30 12 HA KA A 10
25.3%0 8% 21 29 B4 K& 1t 1
TOTALS 27.30 A64% 1068

Aversge Humber of ¥Ynrolled Days ‘ 7?.#**

¥ii-Hot avallsbie

##Plus whatever increase would result from adding xtgures to
replace ¥A,
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would be unattractive to the mejority of the dropouts,

Only 8 per cent dropped from the twelfth grede. From
this we might ooneclude that conee the student has completed the
tenth and eleventh gredes 1t ie highly probeable thet he will
graduate from high school,

The table does not reveal that twelve of thess dropouts
had dropped out in the preceding sahoal year, This means that
they hed dropped once, re-enrolled, ané dropped agaln,

putT==There 18 & high degree of

correlation between drovplng cut of sohool and poor attendance,
0f the sixty, tem were absent 50 per cent or more of the time
enrolled, Only elght hed a better sttendance record per number
of days enrclled than students who did not drop out, |

On the aversge the dropout completed 42,7 per cent of the
177 daye of the school year. How much more of the school year
would he have completed, or - more iuportant - how many would
not have drooped out at all 1f attendsace had been more regular?

One might ssk: Are they absent becsuse of some peycholozlie
cal attitudes which make thelr ultimetely becoming a drop an
{aavitable eventuellity? Or, iz their abscrteelsn, engendered by
some unrelated causes, responeible for thelir caplitulation to a
fallure complex sooompanylng low gradea attributadbls primartly
to the devotlion ef inadequete tise to sohool work?

The latter seene more plausidle, If it 18 true, the drope
cut rate oould be reduced by enforeing reduced absenteelisnm, At
“attoon & riagid iystam is asintained to inquire of parente about

absentees, The paronté of habitual absentees are onlled no later
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than the second or third day of absence.

TABLE 54
COMPARATIVE ATTITHNDANCY KFCQORD OF THE DROFOUTS

Total Enrclled Retio of Absencea

Students Absencen ITays To Enrolled Tays
Zixty Iropoute 1268 4645 27 350

Whole Zchool 9645 180868 5.19

¥hole Zehoolwexcluding ) ,

Lropoute{Item 2 less Item 1) E377 175923 . A, 76

The dropouts' deys sbsent (1,268) are 27.7%0 per cent of
thelir days enrulla& (4,645), The total number of school days for

the year was 177, The total student body had 190,568 totel en=

rolled daye, of which 9,645 were total daye ahbsent, whiock is
| 5.19 per cent of enrclled davs, The total percentage of abe
sznces for the yvear excludiug the dropoute was 4,76 per cent,
This makes the dropouts’ absenteelism rate 5,74 times as great as
thet of the non-dropout. | |

¥hat reason did they give for lesving school?-eWhen the

dropout left aéhaal he was msked the reason for hie leeving on a
withdrawal form. HMarrieze (which in & few cases would be more
scouratelv descrﬁbad ag pregnsnoy) waz the reason ziven by 25 per
cent of the sixty dropoute. This wae the resscn given by 56 per
cent (15) of the girls, Although this may sound surprisingly
high, it ie not out of line with the findings of other studies,
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aome of ihlch are desoribved in Chepter 2,
TABLE §

RPASON ZIVER BY THFE DROPOUT FOR LEAVING 8CHOOL

yﬁoyu

Service 13 37.14 13 21,67

Fuploye i3 37.14 1 4,00 14 23,33
ment :
Qeligi‘- § 4,00 i ] cé?
ous ,

¥arriage 1 2.86 14 56,00 15 25,00
Dislike 5 14,29 3 12,00 8 13,33

Bchool
"Ho reply 2 571 2 8,00 b 6.67

The only other perogentages of any substential significance
are the 37 per aent of the boys who gave military service as the
reagon, and the same per cent who answered employment, fhsnd
two groups make up three fourths of all the bove., In view of
their relatively low economic level it is nnlikaly thet they oan
go for any length of time without some source of income. It ooe
curs to the writer to inquire whether these were actually rea~
sons, or merely the two moat attractive alternstives avallable
to an already confirmed dropous,

The tadble does not reveal thet five students indicated that
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they planned to re-enroll for the next school year., 7These stue
dents were falling and apparently sav no point in remaining to
zet 2 falling grade in almost all, 17 not all, =subjeots,

TABLE 6

DIGTRIBUTION COF INTRLLIGIRCE SCORIS OF THE OTIS GROUZ
INTRLLIOFNOE SO0ALEZ POR THR SIXTY DROPOUTS

Scores ﬁunberibgzr eent ﬂunbaffggzr cent ﬁﬁzizrﬁﬁgairizzt
136-145 - - - - - -
126+135 - - 3 12,00 3 5,00
116«125 3 B, 57 2 8.00 5 8.33
106=115 2 5.71 4 16,00 6 10,00
96105 13 37.14 6 24,00 19 36,67
86+95 11 31,43 4 16,00 15 25,00
7685 2 5471 1 4,00 3 5400
6675 1 2.86 3 12.00 A 6.67
¥o Score 3 8,57 2 8,00 ] 8.22

Totals 35 100,00 25 100,00 &0 100,00

How intelligent were the drodouts?--The Dtie Group Intelli-
gence Soale had been gziven to most of ths‘puplls who dropped
out, with the oxce§tlan of & few who entered during the school
year from other dlstricts,

‘!bo average intelligence quotient for the dropout was
99.6T. 7%Thigz indicated that the average dropsut this year is by



no means uneducadle, A nationwide study conducted by the
United States Enpai@noat of Lsbor showed that 70 per cent of
the dropouts surveyed had registered IQ scores above 90.%6 4in
intensive six year study in the Gtate of New York revesled that
13 per cent of the dropouts had IQ seccres adove 110¢27
At NMattoon there were 14,29 per cent of the boys and
36,00 per eent of the girls with IQ's of 106 or better. Thus,
the girls were intelleotually better equipped to handle education,
This is in line with the results from other dropout studies,
There were 60 per gent of the dropouts with aversge and
above intelligence (above 95) snd 25 per cent were in the 86
95 raunge (low aysrage). The 11,67 per cent at the bottom of the
soale were below 77 and would understandadble bave difficulty in
any oourss,
v .3 (glt=-The Iowai Test of
Educaticnal Development 18 given to sll Mattoon ninth graders.

There were soores availsble for all students sxcept those who
elther (1) moved into the district sfter the test was given, or
(2) were absent at the time the test was given,

The test consiaste of nine eeparate tests, esch of which
deals with adllities important for success in hizh school.
These tests ooncentrste on broad intellectusl skilles and undere
standing, and ability to use what has deen learned, rather than
on sheer knowledge of names, dates, and formulas, The nine
separate tests are: s0¢ial studies dackgrouad, natursl solences

26porter, 1oo, git.
271nid.
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ba o rmuﬁﬁ, @Qﬁf&ﬁ%ﬁﬁ%@ of expression, quantitetive thinklng,
reading %a@&a& ﬁ%aﬁi&a, reading astural sclences, resding liters-
ture, ge aﬁrml v&&abu&ﬁrx and uge of Informetion.

| TABLE 7

?Wﬁﬁgﬁgiiﬁ QORPOGBITE SCORER FROM ?*” T0H4s TEST OF
Eﬁ@ﬁ&?$9¥$m PEVELOPREAT POR THEE DROPOUTS

: e S O s ey
ATl boys and Glrls
jgmber Ter cent Humber Per cent

16,00 2 15,00
4 16,00 13 21,67
& 16,00 - B.33
40 3 8,57 2 8.00 3 .33
50 b 85T - 3 5,00
60 6 17.14 - - 6 10,00
70 2 5.71 A 16,00 8 10,00
80 - - - - - -
90 1 2.86 3 12,00 4 6467
98 - - 2 8,00 2 Be33
e - - - 1 4,00 1 1,75
Yo Hoore "‘r § 14,29 U 4,00 ] 10,00
Totale 35 100,00 25 100,00 60 100,00

%§%@ 55 Q@rﬁgaﬁiiﬁ fine is indiceted to point mmt the g@ﬁiﬂg@&
ian that separates the upper 50 per cent of the group from
‘,z~$@$? ﬁ@ per cent,

The agore or p#rwwmtﬂﬁ@ used for Teble 7 wee the composite
score, which 18 an ﬁ?&ﬂ&%@ wf the students’ abilities in 21l the
tests exeedt uge of sources of infornmation., 4 percentile soore

tells whet pereentage of studenis at the sese grade level had
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lower scores than the one corresponding talthnt position on the
table. For example, a pcra&ntxxé score of 80 aeans that 80 per
cent of & very large and typioal group of high school students at
that grade level recelved lower scores,

A comparison of tebles § and T indicates that the sca-
denic achisvenent of the dropout is far below his intelligence
level, Of the scores avsilable, 70 iwm oent of the bdoys were in
the lower 50 percentile and so were 58,33 per cent of the girls,

 TABLE 8
AVERAGE GRADFS RECEIVED BY 30 MALE DROPOUTS FROM GRADES 1-9

4 & 2 3 e e e = 14 5.19

A
B 6 T 10 9 & 5 1 o = A2 15,66
0 11 11 11 1t A 16 12 5 3 94 34,81
D 8 8 8 8 9 9 15 23 21 109 40,37
¥

- - - - - - 2 2 6 10 370

Totals3 30 30 0 30 30 30 30 30 20 100,00

. I he o 8 _paket-=-From grades

one through six sll the dropouts were receiving paesing grades,
At grade seven(the first year of Junior High School) two degan to
fall and most of the others were receiving grades of "0” am¢ "%,
By the time these students cospleted the ninth grede, only 10

of them were makiag grades above "D%,
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TARLE 9
AVERAGE GRADES RECEIVED BY 20 FEMALE DROPOUTS FROM GRADES 19

‘Seore 1 2 3 A S A é ;?1. 8 % Total Fer oent

A 8 § 3 « 2 0 1 ] 17 P84
B 8 7T 9 9 8 9 85 & 3 82 34,44
o A 5 3 8 9 9 9 9 A 60 33,33
D 2 3 5 3 ¢+ 2 5 S n b1 4 20,56
4 - & ® @« ® =« o {1 ¢ 3 1.67

Totals 20 20 20 20 £0 20 20 20 20 180 100,00

TABLE 10
LWGE GRATES RECERIVED BY 350 MALE AND mu.s
DROPOUTH PRON GRADES (9

Soore 1 2 3 A S ‘6,'}7& 8 9 Total Per oent

A 9 9 4 2 5 « 1 1 - 3 6.89
B 1A 1A 19 18 12 13 6 A 3 104 2311
C 15 16 1A 19 23 25 21 tA T 154 34,22
/] t2 1Y 13 11 10 1Y 20 28 32 146 32.44
? -~ * e ® - - 2 3 8 13 2.86

Totsls 50 50 30 S50 50 SO S0 S0 S0 450 100,00

There were 20,895 per cent of the boys and 43,88 per cent
of the girls making some "A" and "B" grades from the first vesr
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through tho ninth, 2hia,1ntg110ctuai nnd-aehicvaaenﬁyﬂaperu
lority of girls is not surprising since the girls su&é@(:higher
on the intelligence tests and énvgha xavi &ent'ef Edﬁcut%gnal
Developnrnt.

The dropout was not tahievins aeaerﬁing to his ab&lity
in the upper elementary and Junior high grades, This holds tru.
not only for the average and above average, but also for those
with below average ability, |

Although the faots adout th« readin; ability of these stue
dents are not shown in this t&blo, the achievement tgst aearen
show that the Wajority of the dropouts were Q&;ﬁiag below their
grade level by two or more grades, Also not revesled is the fact
that of the sixty students studied, five boys aad'ane girlire-
peated a grade, The grades repeated w;td the fifth, seventh,
eighth, and three repeatsd the ninth,

questionnaires filled out by thirty of the dropouts, they in
dicated that they 111:4 and éiulzkad certain aubzcat areas.
Tadble !2 shows that, ar those dropouts filllas out the questione
naires, the majority prcrcrrcd,%ho non-academic courses. Table
11 shows that the,héyn 1ﬂdiaatn¢ ; ykpfqrcaee for vocatlonal
courses, » Lo

The majority of those reporting indiocated a liking for the
nonesoademic subjects, and an even greater number #isliked soca-
demio courses, Iaduntrial Arts was the moste-liked subjeot, and
English was the most aialikcg.



DATA FROM QUESTIONBAIRES®
TABLE 11 |
SUBJECTS LIKED AND DISLIKED BY TRIRTY DROPOUTS

Bnglish 6 20,00 14 A6, 67

Yoreign leng. - - ! 3.33
History - - 7 23.33
Ind, Arts, 12 40,00 - -
Meth - - 5 15,67
Phy, Eduo, 3 10,00 1 3,33
R,0,1.0C, 3 10,00 - -
Solence ‘ - - 1 36,67
Typing 3 10,00 . LI .
TOTALgws N 100,00 ) 100,00

® Oopy of guestionnaire used appears as Appendix A,
#2 Totals are soley for proof of mathematiosal sccumaey.

TABLE 12
PREPERRED READING AS INDICATED BY THIRTY DROPOUTS

é..aiii'" an:bir;”;:r cent luuburﬁ Per oent !unior rcr zont

rts S T Y A" T 5
Fiction 4 26,67 10 67.c0 14 46,67
Mach,Books A 26.67 - - s 13,33
Playdoy 3 20,00 - - 3 10,00
Blographies  « - 2 13.33 2 6,87
Mysteries | 6,87 ' 6,67 2 6.67
Ploneer St, 1 6,67 - - ' 3,33
7 27. 33

None & 96,67 3 20,00




wering the questionnalres, sose of the dropouts would indioate
more than one area of preferred rau&ing; The most signifioant
result of Table 13 is that 46,67 per cent of the thirty doys and
girls reporting yrgzuiruﬂ fiotion and ?!;&3 per cent of the girls
help sake up this percentage, This is merely an 1&#10:%&@& of
what they 1ike to resd whea they resd, It is probabdle that the
ar jority of them do very little reading.

TABLE 13
HO¥ TEE DROPOUYTPELT ABOUT SELF (30 REPORTING) |

Personality Qra%gp Humbder Per cent
Like excitement 22 : T3e33
Like to be going vlaces 21 o 70,00
Liked by parents 19 63.33
Dislike 20h00) 18 0,00
Liked by most teachars 15 50,00
Like to be with s orowd 13 43,33
Pasy going 13 43,33
Have many friends 12 .
Quiet 11 36,67
Calm '1 ]
Energetic 11 36.67
Aecepting 9 30,00
Like to be along 9 30,00
Talkative ' - 26,67
¥asily discoursged . g 26,67
Day dreaser .
Like to stay home 7T 2333
Hard to discourage 7 23.3%
Like school T 23.33
@o0od looking 6 20,00
Txoitable 5 16,67
Pre judiced 5 16,67
Shy 5 * 16,67
Proapt & 13.33
Realist & 13.33
Porceful 4 13.33
Slow . & 13,33
Have fow friends 2 +87
Disliked by most teaohers ? 6.67
Good sehool citiszen 2 6,67

,

Totals




} lonnalrep?~~The students were asked to rank their
puysical condition as good, fair, or poor. Out of thirty res
perting, 66,66 per cent reted their health as good, 33,33 as
fair, and none as poor, Three reported that they had been seri-
ously 111 at one time,

Health does not seem to be & slignificant resson for dropping
out, Only one withdrew froam school for health reasons,

How were the study habits of the dropoute as indiceted or
3bhe guesticnualires?«-Pifteen of the dropout boys indicated that
they did not study at home and ten of then indicated they
studied a total of less than an hour & day, Two of them studied
more than one hour a day,

Five of the girls indicated that they studled a lot at
home, Five said that they d1d mot etudy st all, anywhere, Pive
otudied less than an Dour per 6@;, and seven 414 not indicate
elther way,

It is the observation of the writer that the dropouts
have poor study hadits, Habitual ebscnoes snd delinguency in
assiguments leaves the dropout with the feellng of not kunowing
what t0 do next, 8o he does little, if sny, school work.

| imselft-=Table 14 reveals

the following:
te There were 60 per cent who disliked school and
23,33 who liked school,
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TABLE 14
IBNTPRRSTS ARD ACTIVITIZS OF THIRTY OF THE DROPOUTS

T : R
and Let&vitien , ¥under rgx aent tu:bcr Per cent

The most important honors received

Lettered in sports ) 13,33 A 13,33
Took part in a play - - ! 3.33
Did dropout letter in a sport? -
Fo 14 46,67 15 0,00
Does dropout play a musiosl instrument, bas he tsken susic
lessons?
YTes A 13.33 2 6,67
%o 11 36,67 13 45,33
W¥hat are the sotivities participeted in outside of school?
Church groups L 333 3 10,00
Sports & 13.33% - -
Huntefishing 1 .33 - -
AR - ' - ) ‘ 3a 33
Bone 9  30.00 1 36,67
What do they like to do for rnarmutieaf
Sports 8 26,67 4 13,33
Hovies 3 10,00 & 13.33
Drag raocing 3 10,00 - -
Dance 1 3e 33 5 16,67
Fone . - - ¢ 6,67
W¥hat hobbies 40 they have?
Cars 4 13,33 - -
Sports 2 6.67 2 6,67
Collecting records - - 2 «67
Beading t 3.33 ] 3¢ 33
Go places - - 4 13.33
dork ] 333 - -
¥one 7 33; 3 6 20,00




2, PFifty per cent felt they were liked dy most Steachers,
and 6,67 per cent felt they were disliked by most
teachers, |

3. 43,33 per cent liked to be with a crowd as compered
with 30 per oent who liked to be slone,

&, There were 40 per ecent who felt ihny had many friends,
and only 6,67 per cent who felt they had few friends,

5. A dominant charscteristic was the desire for excite=
ment, and the desire to be golng pleces,

6, ¥None of them indioated that they felt they were d4ise
l1iked by their parents, They elither marked liked by
parente or 414 not aark elther liked or disliked by
parents, |

7. Only 6.67 felt that they were good school oitizens,

Ascording to the Baltimore Study, many dropouts revesal

feellinge of belng left aﬁt‘aa Meny of these students are indie
cating the opposite when they cheok that they feel they are
liked by most tesohere, by thelr parents, and that they have
many friends, On the other hand they might bde indioating what
they would 1ike rather than what they sctuelly belleve, The feot
that they show little interest in school aotivities is one indie
eation that they don't really have that faeling of belonglng.

Adout the only conclusion to de drawn from Table 18 42 that the

28Williamse, Joc, git.
e T E
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ﬂrepaat: have an abdbnormally low interest in most of these areas,
Hine out of fifteen boys and eleven cut of fifteen girles indie
osted partioipation in no sotivities outside of school, Seven
boys and 8ix girlis had no hobbles,

On the favorable side, four bove snd four girls partioci~
pated in school sporis; and four boya snd two girls play musiosl
instrusente or have taken music lessons, Only two girls and no
boys indicated nothing for rueraatian.l

hot kind of families 4id the? comeg?-«The classifica-
tion of the soclMseconomic level of the dropoute is subjective
(that is, mot besed on soctual knowledge of doller imcome.,) The
faotors oarefully wsighed in assigning the classificetions were

{1) Personal acquaintance of student, dress, ete, (2) Parent's
profession or job per etudent's questiommeire, (3) Knowledge of
Ald to Dependent dhildren informstion,

TABLE 15
30CI0-FOURONIC LEVEL OF THE SIITY DROPOUTS

““iWGMMG Tevel " Boys — strle
B ‘ \
° 16 ‘ o
P 17 8
B \ 5
!'QMQ | 35 25
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The sociowsconomic level classifiostion "A" denotes the
upper income level and "B", above average, "C" stands for the
average and "D* the low, The classifiocation "E" is the arees of
ADC and destitute eeonomic level,

Heny of the students reported jobs of thelr parente that
were in the unskilled claseifiocation, Many of the occupations
réport:ﬁ were relatively unstadle and in the lowest income bracke
et, In many instances both perente work,

TABLE 16

THE EDUCATIONAL LEVEL ATTAINED BY THE PARENTS OF
THIRTY DROPOUTS AZ RFPORTED IN QUESTIONEAIRES

& - - - - - -

5 - - - - - -

6 2 - 6.67 - - - -

7 - - - - - -

8 10 33,33 9 .00 19 31,67

9 5 13,33 8 26,67 12 20,00

10 2 6,67 2 6.67 4 6,67

1" A 13,33 A 13,33 8 13,33

12 8 26,67 6 20,00 14 23,33
ZTotals 30 100,00 30 100,00 60 100,00

Less than one fourth of the parents eompleted grade tﬁalv&;
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Only 63 per cent went beyond the sighth grade. Bighty per cent
of the fethers were dropouts and 73 per cent of the mothers, Of
2ll of the thirty students reporting, 77 per cent of the parents
dropped out of school before receiving a high school diploma,

In the Daltimore Study 1t was reported that 78,5 per cent
of the mothers and 80,3 per cent of the fathers had alzo been
dropouts D The mothers average s higher educationsl level than
the fathers,

Do the Dropouts attend churgh?e-0n the questionnaire, the
thirty reporting indicate the following about thelr eburoh
hadblites |
' 1« 23 per oent of them go to church regulerly,

56,6 per cent of them do not sttend f‘gﬂlﬂ’iyi
20 per cent 4o not attend church at all,

2, 23 per oent of the parents attend churoh with them
regularly.
63 per cent of the parents do not attend regularly.
13 per cent of the parents do not attend at all,

66,67 per cent (20) of the dropouts felt that their parents
think they should do better in their school work, Only three
{10 per cent) felt that their parents were not interested in
thelr school work,

They seen to ocountersact their statements when 66,867 per
cent state "they feel I should 4o better" 1a sohool werk and
then mark "They fecl I 40 about a8 well as I can" in home

30¥1111am0, 189, elt.
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work (40,00 per cent). A small group felt that thelr parents
414 not sesn interested in thelr sochool work or care if Shere

was any home work or not,

TABLE 17
DROPOUTS OPIFION ON PARBNTS' ATTITUDE 20¥ARD SOROOL WORK

How Parents fesl about sohool work

They feel I should do detter, 20 66,67
They feel I 4o adout as well as I cen, 6 20,00
They do not seem interested in my school work, 3 10,00
How Papents feel adout home work

They feel I have %00 much, 2 6,67
They feel 1 do about as well as I can. 12 40,00
They insist that I do my chores first. 4 iB‘BB
?hoy den t care 1 I have any or net; ' 4 13.33

TABLE 18
DATA ON BROKEN HOMES

foys end Girls

Ttem mur’r.r cent ;m.r' Fer cent am ber P cent
Broken Homes 1" M.e3 7 28,00 18 30,00
Pather Degeased & 11,43 2 8,00 6 10,00
Patuer Dissbled | 2.86 = - 1167
Not reported ‘

Broken 19 54.29 19 64,00 35 58.33

Totale 35 100,00 25 100,00 60 100,00
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The following charts are inocluded 1n‘orﬁtr %0 priiant Y]
1ny profiles of the drﬁpbuta as possible from the availadle ine
srmetion., They are slso included to serve as bases for oomparie-
on with subsequent studies of this and other schools,

‘ »~~fu?-!ht ma jority of both

oys anﬁ girls were not from broken homes, In fact, 58,33 per

ent of the slxty dropouts were reportedly living with both pare
nte, Only one of the dropouts was living in a place other than
ome, (That ie, both adults in the house were foster parents,)

TABLE 19
SUMBER OF SIBLINGS IN PAMILIES OF DROPOUTS
iib;iﬁl | !aubcrgl;r oat‘ !§a~!£~ Per oent !ui%%?ﬁtgar a:n:
- 9 15,00
K 6 . 17,43 7 28,00 13 21,67
2 8 22.85 8 32,00 16 26,67
3 4 11.42 & 16.00 8 13,33
4 A 11,42 2 8,00 6 10,00
5 3 8.57 4,00 A 6.67
& - - - - - -
7 - - - - - -
8 - - 2 8,00 2 3,33
9 1 2.86 - - 1 1,67
1 - . ' 4,00 1 1,67
Totals 35 100,00 25 100,00 60 100,00

At the time of this study and with the information availle
able the dropouts showed that there was an average of 2,48
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siblings per family or a total of 3,48 total children in each
family. ‘
TABLE 20

HUMBER OF MOVES MADE BY DROPOUT FAMILIES
AS RECORDPED OR ﬂﬁﬁ?&ﬂt‘ﬂ RECORD

sy ?.,_. = ey

¥one 13 37.14 1 &4.00 24 40,00
1 8 22.86 6 24,00 14 23.33
2 A 11,43 ! 4,00 5 8,33
3 4 11,43 4 16,00 8 13.33
4 2 SeTh 1 4,00 3 5,00
% 1 2.86 - - 1 1,67
6 2 5.7 1 4,00 3 5. 00
7 - - - - - -

8 1 2.86 - - 1 1,67
9 - - - - - -
10 - - 1 4,00 1 1.67

Totals 35 100,00 25 100,00 60 100,00

There was a total of 101 moves recorded, This nakes an

sverage of 1,68 moves per dropout,

, jle-Inforzation on the times the dropout
aoved was tabulated to prov&&é & chart from which some inferences
might be drawn about the relationship of moves to dropuving out
of sohool,

Any teacher will atest to the fact that a move produces an
sdverse effeot on the continulty of academic progress, Besides
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the obvious mimasing of classes during an intereyear meve,

several less obvious disturding influences grh. or nay be,

presents
LI
2.
3e

A,

-
-6,
Te

-

Being shead of the new class e sssigaments,

Being behind the new oluss in sssignnente,

Having to change t0 & 4ifferent Sext book, which
very possibly has a dlfferent arrangement of

sud jeot matter, This means that h; Bay not have
studied some of the material already covered by

the new school, thus leaving him with an ianferlor
beackground for completing the remalnder of the
gourse; or he may heve already studled some of the
material yet %0 be covered, This is a situation whieh
invites lack of interezt due to the adbsence of a
challenge,

Cuestonary turaocil in a household while adjusting to
a new dwelling. | i

Mourning over absence from éld friends,

Search for new friends and social acceptsnce,

Adjusting to new teachers snd school routine,

SBeventeen (20,3 per eent of the sixty dropouts had three or

mors moves during thelr school e¢areer before dropping sut, Ale

though the necessary information for this group 1s not avallable,

it would be interesting to attempt to correlate any decline in

grades achieved with the dates the studente moved, While some
studentz could "bdend with the breeze” and readily adapt theme
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selves t0 new environments, for other, even one move might

prove 80 frustreting that a life«long sattitude such ss a "mene
tal block"™ against =zghool or studying oould result, From per-
sonal experience as a school eaungular. the suthor hes seen newly
tranofered studente wrought to tears from conflieots with tesche

ers new to themsm,



CHAPTER IV

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Bumnary

The group studied consisted of sixty dropouts, which ine
cluded thirty-five boys snd twenty-five girls., The taat tﬁat |
the number of male dropouts outnumber the girls agrees with the
findings of the National Education Association Dropout Survey,.
This study found that 55 to §0 per cent of the dropouts are boys.

This study reveals that the majority of the !962563 drop-
outs left school at-#&xtn&a and seventesn years mt'age* This
age group secounted for 73.33 per ocent of tha'sixty dropping,
According to a study conducted by the Baltimore, Maryland State
ﬁupartataﬁiaf”ﬁﬁuautiaa, ;t was found that A45.9 per cent of |
thelr dropouts were leaving at %h# age of sixteen, |

An analysis of the calendar month in which dropouts left
school was iaeeneluaivn.' Of course, few would be expeoted to
drop in September since # large peroentage of the tenth graders
are still sixteen, which ie the legal #S*,&na'muat reach before
withdrawing from school.

The tenth and eleventh grades were egual in the number of
dropouts, Many of the eleventh graders who gave up were dis-
eouraged and felt that the attainment aﬁéi%uﬁgh oredits to earn
their diploms was too far in the future, -
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The yeer in school at the time of dropping is misleading.
A student who 18 classified ms s tenth greder may de so classle
fied becsuse he is bdehind his clasasmates due t0o fallure in
courses in previous years, The same holds true for the eleventh
and twelfth graders,

The attendance figures reveal findings similar to those in
zany dropout studies; absznteeiss 1# greater than achool aversage,
The majority of the éregontgxwﬁrc:#hawn% more than onesfourth of
the days enrolled im school éﬁriﬁg the year ic whioh they
dropped, For most of those who éragpa&,kzhn wa jority of thelr
absences fell Just befors dropping from school. This colncides
with the statement made in scgg.utadiga that the dropout goes
through = walting period haruii withdrawing from school,

Twenty of the thirty-five boys (33,3 per cent of the sixty
arapéut:) had been suspended from mohool cne or more times.

Noue of the girls bad bsen suspendsd from school, but moet of
them had éut claszes saa:ér more times, Hearly ail of the sixty
dropouts had skipped sehool.

0f the reasons given for leaving a&h@gi. military service
and employment were the most dominant for the boys, ¥arrisge
socounted fer'ﬁé per cent 0f the reasons given by the twentiy~
fiﬂ girls, N

The dislike for school as reported in tables & snd 11 may
be a result af the dropout's being discoursged dy his scadenmic

progrees, or because he disliked his teacher or subjleot, He
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mey see no prectieal velue in his progrem; or he mey feel
left out of the echool's soclal 11ife and atuletios,

The aversze intelligence score of the sixty drovouts wes
99,67, 1t was slso svident fror the resulis that the girls
reted hizher in intellizance than the bovs., Helther of the above
two stotéments are a surprise elnee most of the racent dropout
studies had similer fiv8ings. The United Btates Tepartment of
Lebor showe that 70 per cent of the dropouts reglstered 14 scores
above 99, An intensive slxevear study in ¥Yew York revealed
that !% pey eent of the dropouts had IR scores above 110,

Both the bovs and the girls were under-achieving, Of the
total dropouts, 58,3% per ecent were below the fiftieth percentile
on the Tows ?ea%‘ En the Baltimore study 1% waoe found thet 56,5
per gent of their dropouts weare underachieving,

The dropouts were making average and better grades in the
early alementnry vears, By the t%m&.%hﬁw entered the seventh
grade only one mede A'8y 32,4 per cent of thez were making a
D sverage. In the ninth grade none of them were zasking 4'a, and
elzht of then were falling for £h§-§éar‘ Fixteen per cent had
to repeat & grade, In the Bsltimore Study, of 13,715 dropouis,
58,7 per ocent had besn retalned in elther elementary or junior
high sohool, -

Host of the dropouts oame frow the low average to low
soclosacononic levels $h§ nge wrg found to be true in 3 study
by the Hatlional ﬁdﬂ@ttiéﬁ E;haarah Depsrtment,

It was found that 77 per cent of the parents dropped out

.



5f school before receiving a high school diploma. In the
Baltimore Study they found that 78,5 per cent of the mothers
and 80,3 per cent of the fathers as compared to 73 per cent of
the mothers and 80 per ceat of the fathers of those reporting
in this study had dropped from aéhaai before graduation,

What about course fallures during thelr final year in
school? The najority were making incompletes or falling in two
or more subjects, But it is oclearly apparent that this dis~
interest in thelr subjecte didn’t just suddenly orop up; it
beging to show up rather cbviously at thg seventh grade level,

The three main éurriunlum areas are Aocademic {College
Preparatory), Technical (Vocational), and General. In the
Michigan Study it was estimated that between 50 and 60 per cent
of the high echool atudaata_taxc the genersal education courses,
They also stated that a large percentage of those beoame drop~
outs, A large majority of the Mattoon dropouts were enrolled
in the general currioulum,

Conolusions

iy did they drop?~«There 18 nothlng new about the fact
that some of the youth of our nation leave school before graguse
tion, But 1deally each child should attend sohool until gradue-
tion. Of ¢ourse, many more are dropping from high school now
than in years past because & much greater number start,.

The wrlter sa@n’tha following as a few of the reasons for

early school leaving:
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B,

Ce

&y

The legal age for leaving school falls at an
awkward time. It falls after the student has
enrolled in the tenth grade; so0 puplls are
required to at least enrell in Righ Sechool,
80, we require them tovcnrall, but we do not
require them to remain,

They withdrew from hisn school this year ace
cording to the records, btut sotuslly they
began withdrawing as far bsck as the fifth
grade,

Humerous studles have stated that certain
gsumptons show up early ir the dropout's
echool years, ¥We begin to Jelp them toe
late, "An ounce of prevention is better than
a pound of cure,”

There 18 that pértian of the dropout papu«v
lation whose intellectusl limitations keep
thez from profiting from the traditional
courses that are required of s2ll students,
There has been a solution attemptod}by en~
rolling these students in remedisl or low
sections., This usually results in a soelal
separation which itself may become & cause
of dropping.

Unfortunately these atudents 4o not profis

much from the vaaﬂt&an&l courses either, The
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E,

F,

48

vooational courses normally require an average
intelligence snd at least averege reading
ability. | | \

The schools are sometimes alma#t gaddled with
the task of rearing these ohildren, and, like
the parents, are doing a poor 30b; Our school
family 1s larger than ever before; often a
classroom is a sea of little faoces rather

ﬁhan a group of individusls, Curricular and
teaching adjustments to this large “"group of
individusls™ is necessary,

The school leavers do not partieipate in théal
activities, If a student finds some xeeagniQ
tion end feels a part of the group he will be
an agtive member. ill of us ftha dropout is
no exception) have this desire to belong., The
dropout finds little satisfaction in extraénrw
rloular activities slince the better students
govern and dominate the groups. The dropout
does not know how té gontribute, He 1s more at
hone away from the achool with other petantiél
dropouts, | | |

A umajority af the dropouts come from the lower
:seeiaueoenomie level, The soclal handicaps

faced by thls group force many of them to leave

- school, The middle~class~dominated school is
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not sdapted to the interests and needs of
these lower-class students,
pan be done?-<«There 18 no apparent single solution,
»me feel that relsing the legal 1eaving'age to eighteen or ree
iiring each pupil to remain in school until graduation would
slieve the situation, This would possibly!raaul% in a meéning~
esse diplema.'

We are outgrowing our present sduocationsl system, These
tudents who show a definite disinterest in academlc courses
hould have available for them & publie auppartad vooational
chool to which they could go at the end of either grade six ér
ight, or even after they found that high school was not for them,

We could possibly reduce the dropout rate, however, 1f we
o the following:

1, Know esch student individuslly. Get his confidence
and listen to him onoce in awhile, 4 large number
of dropouts could and would be ealvaged by the
classroom tescher if conditions within the class-
room were more advantageous, Usually, in the over-
lafge classes, the most sympathetic of teachers
simply cannot afford to give the potential dropout
the additional individusl attention he needs if he
is to overcome the problem presented by hls limited
background,

2. Provide situations where the student oan experience

some achievement,
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6.
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Help the student to extend his soclal experie
encea, The majority of dropouts come from famie
lies of the lower-~scclo«eoconomio aategorieuwa'
fsmilles where the father or mother 1s often
missing, where eultural background and scope are
limited, where education is viewed with indiffer-
ence or distrust, 1f not resentment,

Be ever alert for signs of troudble, Do something
about 1%, neaek&iﬁg it on the record is no solue
ticn by it's self, |
Hake use of regords, There 1s a wealth of informa
tion that 18 never used,

Extend the a&unteling services into the elementary
grades, There should be no less thaﬁ a full tinme
counselor for each elementary school who will work
olosely with both Jjunior and senior high school
counselors,

Obtain closer contact between home and school 80
that the middle cla®s teacher can better under-

stand these lower oless students and parents,

It becomes very much apparent that we need té expand both

in curriculum and in personnel. Where éa'we build? We have a

great need for the following in our loc¢sl school system:

1,

Curriculum changes!
a, Change ﬁh« eurriculum to provide for under-
achlevers @ program on their level for all

school years,
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G,

48

Provide year-arcund counseling services to
students,

Involve the community, Maydbe some students
should drep out of school, pertislly at least,
With the community and the school working to-
gether these students eould benefit both in

and out of school,

2, Additional personnel:

8y

b,

Cs

d.

e,

Provide no less than one counselor for every
300 atudente, (At the present time there are
two fulletime counselors for 1100 students,)
Provide a full-time vocational counselor in the
high school, |

Provide additional counselors on the junior
high school level, (At the present there is
one to each of two junior high schools with
over 600 students to each,) ‘
Provide counsslors for the elementary schools.
Provide & reading specialist, (Who will work
direotly with those having r;;dlng difficulties,)

It ie the sincere hope of the author that the hours of

assembling, elassification, and sifting of informetion will in

some way shed illumination that will be helpful in localising areas

for whieh solutions can be found; and that the administrators, edue~

oators, and civio leaders who are continually aware of, and

continuously studying the dropout problem will see something in
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dropout’s silhouettes depicted by the tables that will be
trumental in reducing the dropouls by at least one.



APPENDIX
QUESTIONFAIRE

Questionnaire filled out by all students in the Mattoon
Senior High Bchool with the exception of most seniors and stu~
dents who were not in attundanéa at the time the questionnaires
were f1lled out, | | -

MATTOON SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL GUIDANCE QUESTIONNAIRE

Grade___ ( Date .
| Phone Number

TOUR LEGAL NAME . _BIRTHDATE

ADDRESS ____ |

FAMILY INPORMATION

«=Father_ _ . , (Circle: father-stepfather~
" guardian-foster-grandparents)

Occupation ~rliace of Work

Fducation (Oircle highest level completed: 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
‘Tech. School, College 1 2 3 4, Professional Tr.,)

«=Mother, _ , _(0ireler mother-stepmother .
guardlan-foster-grandparents, )
Occupation , — Flace of Work ,

Eduocation (Circle highest level completed: 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Tech, 3ehool, College ' 2 3 4, Professiomal Tr.)

LIST CHILDREN IX YOUR FAMILY EXCLUDING YOURSELF STARTI NG
WITH OLDEST
Bames of Children Sex Age Edugatlon Married Occupation
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¥hat changes, 1f any, have oeaurcﬁ in year own or your famlly

situation in the past year? (Examples: bdirths{give names,
éiro§ee. separation, remarriage,
eto.,

What other people 11§e in your hemexbéaiﬁeu\yéur immedlate family?

HEALTH INPORMATION:
How do you rate your health? GOOD = FAIR =~ POOR .~ OQOMMENIS:

Have you ever been snriaualy 111 | —bad a bad acelident?
Give details

SmapeR———

Has there deen any seriocus 1llness or bad accldents in your
family in the past year? _Bive detaxln

Do you have any health or physacal pr@blems at the preucnt time?
(sxamplex hearing « eyes = galic. eto.) Explain

Who is your famlly doster?.
SCHQOL INPORMATION:

Where did you attend school last year?
What sochools have you attended outaidd“ﬁht%oen? (eive &htan)

What school subjects have you liked best? " D
What school subjects have you liked least? 4
Do you study much at home? _How much per day?. {average)

How do your parents feel aboutﬂy@ur school work?
_They feel I should do better
————iney feel I do about as well as I can
They 4o not seem to take much interest in my
school work,
How do your parents feel about your homework? :
They feel I have too much,
_Theyfeel I d5 about as well as I can.
__They 1n3is% I 40 my chores first,
They don't care i1f I have any or not.
They don't think I have enocugh,

WA ——
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Do you have a room where you can study free from distractions?

Do you like to read? __VWhat type reading material do you prefer?

zs?zamgms A@ln ACTIVITIES:

List the most important honors you have received and cirele the
one that gave you the most satisrtwtien.

List the school activities in which you have recelved an sward
or held office in the pagt year._ , ,

If‘you lettered in a eport, name 1t(ar thwm)

Liat anaiaal instrumsnts you play. or have ttudie& aaﬁ circle the
one that gives you the most satisfactlon,

In what aativﬁties do yau partiaipate anta&da of achool?-

What do you like to do ter recreation?

What hobbles do yau have? {list xn er&er of their interest to ycn}

What vacatlon trips or travel experiences have you reeently had?

What ;n your best friend?
CHURCE ACTIVITIES:

What ochurch do you attend? ,
In what church setivities do you participate?

To Jour parenis atiend the bame ah&reh?
Do you attend regularly?

PERSONAL:

Do you feel yourxr par@ata are too.seyriosy __ _ ,Not striet enaagh
or jJust right

Do you have an allowance?_ _Get money from parentis when
needed?_ A

Do you have a part time Job? What? = ‘Where?

S




some 9&rléna§1 y the ones in this

list which you feai beat deaoribo youx

Prompt Slow Quiet

3hy Energetic . Talkative

Pre judiced Accepting - Poreceful
Easye-going Basily discoutaged Hard to discourage
Excitable Calm Liked by parents
Day dreanmer Realist Good looking
Liked by teachers Disliked by teachers Like school
Dislike sohool Good sohool eltisen Have meny friends

Have few friends Idke to be with orowd Like to be alone
Like to stay home Like to go places Like excitement
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