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INTRODUCTION 

The passage of the nineteenth amendment in 1920 was accom

panied by a variety of predicti.ons: dark allusions to family 

breakups, the corruption of women, and war between the sexes and 

optimistic predictions of the end of graft, corruption, and war. 

In reality, or course, the entrance of women into the political 
system has had very little effect on the course of American poli

tics and society because so few women have chosen to'participate 

in the political processes. Only recently have women voted in a 
1 proportion approaching that of men voters, and the record of their 

progress in other forms of political participation is even worse. 

The Women's Lib movement of recent years has aroused inter

est in the place of women in all sectors of society, including 
the political one. The need for women to become active political
ly has been recognized as an essential part of the movement to
ward liberation in all fields. Hemarks from the Statement of 
Purpose of the National Organization for Women makes the point 

more vividly: 
We believe that women must now exercise their political 
rights and responsibilities as American citizens. '!'hey 
must refuse to be segregated on the basis of sex into 
separate-and-not-equal ladies' auxiliaries in tne poli
tical parties, and they must dtmand ret:resentation ac
cording to their numbers in the regularly constituted 
party committees - at local, state, and national levels -

and in the informal power structure, participating fuJly 
in the selection of candidates and politic91 decision
making, and running for office themselves. 

1 



Traditionally, women have served only in those positions of poli
tical leadership which are ceremonial or clerical. Whether this 
state of affairs has come about because of discrimination on the 

part of men or because of a lack of initiative and determination 

on the part of women, the tact remains that it is a rare event t'or 

a woman to attain a position of real political power .. 

The injunction quoted above for women to become active doea 

not prescribe what kinds of women should become active, or which 

kinds are likely to be successful. Answers to such questions 
may be found in the examination of women who have already attained 
positions of political leadership. What, then. is already known 

about those women who may be found in the ranJ<s of the powerful 
and influential? Their most notable characteristic is their small-

ness of number. As of July. 1970, over S3 per cent of all eligible 
voters were women; if th.ere were women representatives in accord• 

anee with the number of eligible women voters there would be 220 
congresswomen and 51 women senators. In all the years since 1920 
only 65 women have served in the House, and only ten ir& the Sen

ate. J This pattern of underrepresentation is true not only at the 

national level, but at the state and local levels as well.. The 
pattern also extends to nonelective positions. Among the politi
cal elite, among those who actually exercise power, women are 

a distinct minority. Nevertheless, it would be of value to ex

amine those few who have overcome the obstacles of discrimina-

tion and apathy to become a part of the political elite. This 

paper will attempt to explore the attributes of the female elite, 

and thus to answer the question of what kind of woman is most 
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likely to aeWfeve success in the political world. 

Acade!.�:ri;�s��u�96� J, w��e�O :n t:e���aI9b�1!i!��i���h��:\�h:1:i�st 
time as many women as men voted. However, the proportion or men 
who voted was still slightly higher. 

2cynthia .bpstein and William J. Goode, ed.• 'rhe Other Half 
Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: PrEmtice-Hall, 1971), p. i97. 

)Kirsten Amundsen, The Silenced tf.ajority (F;nglewood Cliffs, 
N .J.: Prentice-Hall, 1971), p. 15. 



CHAPTF�R I 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

Studies of women in the political elite are relatively few 
in number, particularly studies focused on women who currently 
hold, or have recently held, positior1s of political influence. 
Those writing about women in politics often direct their attention 

only toward those women who have served in Congress or in other 

high political office since the entry of women into the political 

arena. One such work is Annabel Paxton's Women in Congress,l 
which was the first book ever published exclusively about women 

who had served in the national legislature. The author presented 

only brief biographical sketches of congresswomen and women sena

tors prior to 1943, discussing at greater length those women 

elected in 1942 and 1944 to serve in the 78th and ?9th �ongresses. 
However, no attempt was made to df::termine what characteristics 

were 'hared by the women or to speculate as to why they were able 

to achieve what so few others of their sex had achieved. 

Another. book which is historical in it a a pp roach to women in 

politics is Ladies of Courage by Eleanor H.oo�ievelt. and Lorena 

Hickock.2 The authors. told the stories of women who had been 

successful in national, state, and municips.1 politics, and they 

concluded that for a woman to achieve political office she should 
belor1g to one of the t\-10 ma.:,or political par1�ies and should be 

willinp; to work wit hin the party organizations. How high a woman 



can rise in her political career depends upon the ability, ex-

perience, personality, and luck or each particular woman, as well 

as the amount of time and money she has at her disposal. 

A more recent biographical work is Peggy Lamson's Few Are 

Choaen.J Ten women were chosen as representatives o.f those who 

hold pos:!.tions of high public office. The author observed that 

they generally came from families of modest means, that most were 
married, and that most were college graduates. The purpose of 

the author was not to present findings about the general charac
teristics of the ten women, but to set forth a short biography of 
each individual and her political career. The work is therefore 
purely descriptive, as is most of the work about women in politics. 

The most recent biographical work, and the most complete, is 

A Minoritl' of Members: Women in the U.S. Congress by Hope Chamber
lin. 4 Included are biographies of all the women who have served 

in the House and Senate since 1917. Chamberlin noted in the intro-

duction that most of the women were reared in modest economic 
circumstances, almost all attended college, only a few were single, 
and most were white, Anglo-Saxon, and l,;.rotestant. Once again the 
work is descriptive tn nature, and no attempt was made to use the 

data gathered in an explanatory or interpretive mari.ner. 

The most significant work in the area of women political 

e11tea has been done by Emmy E. Werner. In "Women in Congress: 

1917-1964"5 she dealt with the demographic characteristics of the 

seventy women who served in the twenty-four Congresses between 

1916 and 1964. Among her findings were the following: 
I) i'orty of the women were Democrats, thirty Republicans. 



2) Western states have contributed a larger percentage of 
women to Congress than any other region. 

J) About one-half had had relatives in Congress. 

6 

4) Slightly over one-t,hird had husbands who were congressmen. 
5) Ninety per cent have been married. 

6} The modal age at which they first entered Congress was 52. 

7) Four-fifths had training beyond high school; more than half 
graduated .from college. 

g) The most common occupation prior to service in Congress 
was teaching. 
9) Three-fourths had prior service in state legislatures or 
other state offices. 

10) Two-thirds of former congresswomen held responsible posi
tions in public service after the completion of their terms 
in Congress. 

It must be remembered that these find in gs were based upon a study 
of women in Congress over a period of almost fifty years. Our 
cor�cern is with the present, and with those women who are or have 

recently been a part of the :politlcal elite. Whether the above 

characteristics would apply to the women currently in Congress, or 

whether they would apply to women in other political offices has 

r.ot been deterrriined. 

Werner's second article, "Women in the State Legislatures,"6 
was based upon a study of a sample of the women elected to the 

state legislatures in 1964. It was found that the states where 

women legislators were most nwnerous were states with small popu

lations, while the five most populous states had few women legis

lators. Most of the worn.en in the sample were married and had 

children, and most had some form of post-high school education, 

although less than half graduated from college. These finoings 



may be considered more significant to a study of the character

istics of women currently in the political elite because they are 

based upon an examination of women who have recently held office 

rather than a historical examination o! women who served over a 

long period of time. 

Another significant study which offers some insight into 

7 

the female eJite is "Men and Women in Party Elites: Social Roles 

and Political Resources" by M. Kent Jenuings and Norman Thomas.7 

The authors attempted to explore the sex differences within a 

spec'ific American party elite - the Michigan delegate:! and alter

nates to the 1964 Democratic and H.epublican t!ational Conventions. 

They found that slightly over one-halt of all the women listed 
their occupation as housewife, but the Republican women were much 

more likely to list such an occupation than the Democratic women. 

59 per cent of whom were employed outside the home. Those women 

of both parties who were employed were three times less likely to 

be employed as attorneys or other professionals than the men in 

the study. The women d{'legates tended to be older than the men 

delegates ar1d were not as well-educated. The women were more 

11.kely to be alternates than the men, a pattern which was more 

prevalent among the Republican delegation. The proportion of 
males in the study who had held elective or appointive public 
office was twice as great as the proportion of women. In turn, 

the proportion of career women who had held. such an office was 

twice as great as the proportinn of non-career women. Women fared 

better in primary elections than general electior1s. 'l'he authors 

found no substfmti.a1 diff€�rer;ces between the sexes in their per-



ceptions of the political process, the nature of their political 
party, and the party's role in the political process, although 
the housewives tended to have somewhat more idealized views of 
the political world than the women who were employed. Jennings 
and Thomas present some information, then, as to the nature of 
part of the female party elite as to age, education level, and 
occupation. However, the information is limited to one part of 
the elite only. 

The most recent study of women in high political office 

is "'Recruitment of Women for Congress: A fteseareh Note" by 
Charles S. Bullock, IlI and Patricia Lee Findley Heys. 8 Using 
as their sample the women who have served in Congress since 1916, 

Bu11ock and Heys compared those who were widows appointed to their 
office after the deaths of their husbands to those who were regu

larly elected. It was found that those who were regularly elected 

were better educated, more politically involved, more likely to 

have had careers before serving in Congres.s, and more likely to 

have held state or local public office. A minor attempt was made 

to compare the women to freshman cor1gressmen, and the authors 

concluded that political experience is more crucial for women 

than men in being elected to Congress. 'l'he question may be raised 

of what slmllaritit•s and differences there are between the charac-

teristics of men and those of women in politics. Are the routes 

leading to success the sa.me for both men and women? Questions 
such as these have largely been neglected by the authors working 

in this fieJd. 

A review of the literaturE; dealing with women :in the political 
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elite reveals that most or the work done in this area ia histori-

cal in nature. The tendency has been to concentrate attention on 

those women who have served in Congress since the entrance of wom

en into polit,ics. Most of the available material is in the form 
of biographical dsta with very few attempts to convert the bio-

graphical data into explanatory or interprE�tive forrt. No exten-

aive study of the fem.ale political elite in the United States has 

ever been attempted to the knowledge of this author, and work in 

this area is embryonic. The recent surge of interest about the 

place of women in politics may soon corTect this deficiency, but 

there currently is a severe lack of re.search into the:� attributes 

of the women who have attained positions of polit:tcal authority. 

1Annabel Paxton, Women in Congress (Richmond, Va.: Dietz 
Press, 1945). 

2Eleanor Roosevelt and Lorena Hickock, Ladies of Courage 
(New York: G. F. Putnam•s Sons, 1954). 

3 f'eggy Lamson, Few Are Cho sen (Boston: Houghton t•iifflin, 
l96g}. 

Women j.n the U S. 

5Emmy .!!;. Werner, "Women in Congress: 1917-1964,t' Western 
Political Quarterly, XIX (March, 1966), 16-30. 

6Emmy E. Werner, "Women in the State Legi.slatures,11 1.£..!s! ., 
III (March, 1968), 40-50. 

7M. Kent Jennings and Norman Thomas, "Men and Women in Party 
Elites: Social Roles and Politi.cal Resot.;rces,'' Midwest Journal 
of Political Science, 111 (November, 1968), 409-92. 

$Charles S. Bullock, III and l'atricia Lee l*'indley Heys, "Re
cruitment of Women for Congress: A Research Note," Western l'oll
tical Quarterly, XXV (September, 1972), 416-23. 



CHAPTER II 

METHODOLOGY 

This study will be an analysis of already existent biographi

cal data on women in the political elite. It will be descriptive 
in nature and will represent an attempt to obtain information 
about the demographic characteristics of the female elite. For 

the purpose of this analysis, the political elite will be de.fined 
as persons listed in Wh9'a Who in American Politics. 1971-72.1 

The elite, then, will consi.st of the following: the President, 

the Vice-l;resident, Cabinet and sub-cabinet officers, and key 

Presidential appoi.ntees; U.S. Senators and Representatives, and 
their staff members; Governors, Lieutenant Governors, major state 

officials, membt:rs of state legislatures, and appointees on the 

state level; mayors and council members of major cities; national, 

state, and key local officials of major parties, including nation

al officers and staff members, and state chairmen, as well as 

leaders of minority parties; former Presidents, Vice-f'residents, 

Senators, Congressmen, and Governors who are still living. 
A code book was prepared for the purpose of quantifying the 

data. Because of the difficulty in taking a random sample and 

sti1J insuring an adequate sample of persons in the smaller sub
groups, such as Congresswomen, and due to the relatively small 
number of women included in the political elite, all women listed 

10 
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in Who ' s  Who in American Pol i£i cg , 1971-72 we re co d ed . A sup

pl emen t a ry s o u r c e  o f  information was Who ' s  Who of Ame ri can Women , 2  

wh i ch wa s used when t he 1nforma t.1on in the f ir st volume wa s  in-
c ompl ete a nd t he woman being cod ed wa s a l so l i sted in t he se cond 

volume . The informat ion whi c h  wa s o bta ined wa s fi. rst converted. 
i n t o  the pe rcen tage s i n  e ach ca tegory wi thin ea ch varia bl e , and 

that i nformati on i s  pre sen ted in the Stat i st i ca l  Pro f i l e . 'l'hen 
e a ch va riabl e  wa s c ompared with al l othe rs to d e t ermine what k ind 

of re l a t i onsh i ps m i � h t  exi st bet wee n varia b le s . Al l o f  th e ta b l e s  

found w i t h in t h i s wo rk a r e  com po sed of data o bta ined from the two 

sour c e s l i sted a bove . 

The u s e  o f  d a ta wh i ch i s  already ava ilable involve s t he u se 

of data whi ch wa s co l l e cted for a purpose ot he r t ha n  tha t for 

whi ch i t  wi l l  be used in this st udy . Fl exibi l ity is n e c e ssary , 

t hen , wi th re spe c t  to t he fo rm in wh i c h  re search que stions a re 

a sked ; they mu st be mad e to a cc ommod ate the a va i l a bl e  d ata rather 

t han the o ppo s i t e . The re searc her i s  l imi t ed to on ly the t y pe  of 
i n format ion c on ta ined i n  t he bi ogra phica l sour c e  and i s  de pen d en t  

upon it s a c cura cy . 

When the d a ta wa s pro c e ssed , i t  wa s anal y zed in the l i ght 

of pro po s i t i on s  a.bout the wo men who hav e  a chieved po l i t i cal po si

t i on s . The fo l l owing hypothe se s we re mad e c oncer n ing the female 
e l ite in  gen e r a l : 

1 .  Women in t h e  pol it ic a l  e l i t e  a re  l ik:t:; l y t o  be mar
ried and to have ch ild re n . 

2 .  Women in th e pol it ica l  el i te a rc l i ke l y  t o  hold the ir 
fi r st po l i.t i cal po s i t i on after t he i r ch i ld - rE-? aring 
year s . 



3 .  The r e  i s  no significant trend in party affil iation ; 
women i n  po l i t ic s  are as likel y  to be Democra t s  a s  
they are Re publ i can s . 

4 .  Women in the pol i t i cal el i t e  a r e  likely to be membe rs 
o f  nonpol it i ca l  a s so c ia t ions t o  a gre ate r extent than 
the general po pulation . 

; .  Women in the pol i t i cal e l i te a re l ike ly t o  be h igh 
s c hool gradua te s a'nd to have had s ome po st -high school 
ed u cat ion . 

6 .  Women in t he po l i t i cal e l i t e  a r e  l .ike ly to c ome from 
the fi e ld s  of ed uca t i on , bu si n e s s , or c le r i ca l  work . 

7 . Women in t he po l i t i ca l  e l i t e  are mor e  l ik e ly t o  be 
Pro t e st an t s  t ha n  e i ther Ca thol i c s o r  J ews . 

1 2  

The fo l l owi ng h y pothe se s we re mad e  c on cern i ng t h e  sub-grou ps wi th
in t he fema le  e l it e : 

l .  Wome n i n  e l e cti ve po s i t i on s  a r e  more l ike l y  to hav e 
had a pre v i o u s  occ upat ion o the r t ha n  " hou sewife" 
than a re women irl n on e l e ct i ve po s i ti on s . 

2 .  Women in e l e c t iv e  po sit io n s  a re l ike l y  to hG!. ve a 
h igher l e vel  of ed ucat io n than wo me n in t he party 
organ i zat i ons . 

3 .  Women in e le c t ive po s i t io n s a re l i ke l y  to ho ld o f
f i ce in state s  w i t h  sm al l po ru la t io n s . 

1.., . Women in national el e c t ive po sit io n s  a re l ike l y  to 
have had prior s e rv i c e  i n  the sta te 1 e gi s1 a t ur e s  o r  
other sta t e  offi ce s . 

5 .  Women in nat i o n a l  e l e c t i ve po s i ti o n s a r e  l i ke l y  to 
have a hi gher ed u cat i o n  l e v e l  t ha n  w o me n e l s· c t ed to 
s t a te po s i t ions . 

6 .  Women who a re pa r t  o f  the nat i ona l pa rty orga n i za
t i o n s  a r e  l ike ly  t o  have a hig h er edu c a tio n l e ve l  
t han wo me n  in the sta t e  or loc a l  par ty organ i zat iori s .  

H y po th e se s we r e  al so formu lated about the fema l e el i. t e i n  re la

t i.on to t h e  ma l e  e l i te : 

1 .  Wome n 
to be 

2 .  Women 
f i r s t  

i n  t h e  V<i r i () U S  po l i  t i  ca l po s i t i o ns a re l i k e l y  
a s  h igh ly edu ca t ed a s  the i r  ma l e  counter part s .  

i n  the pol i t i ca l  e l t te are l i ke l y  to ho ld t he i r  
po l it i c a l  po s it i on a t  a l a te r ag e than me n .  



J .  Women i n  t he pol it ica l el i te a r e  l ikel y  to have d i f
ferent oc c upat ion s  than t he ma.l e el i te . 

4 .  Women in nat i onal e l e c t i ve poBi t ions a re mor e  l ikely 
tc have had prev ious exper ien ce o n  th e s ta te l evel 
than a r c  men who hold na t iona l  el e c t ive posit ions . 

The ana l y s i s  of the d at a  shoul d prov id e  a c l e are r pi c ture 

than hii S before been pre sen ted of the fema le po l i t i ca l  e l i te .  
It i s  unfortuna t e  that i nforma t ion i s  not mor e read ily ava i l a bl e  
con c e rn ln g  o t he r  ch ara c t e r i s t i c s ,  such a s  the s o c ioe c on om i c  ba c k 

ground s o f  t h e  women who hold po l it i ca l  po s i t i ons . I t  i s  ho ped 
that t he i n forma t i on provid ed by th i s  study wi J l  b e  hel pful in 

an swf> r ing t h e  fo l low in g que st ion s about wo me n in pol it ic s ; What 

cha ra ct e ri st i c s  do they sh are '! How doe s one gro u p  wi t h in th e 

e l i te d i ffer from ano ther ? And how do e s  th e fema le e l i t e  d i ffer 

from t he ma l e  e1 i t e  and in wh a t  way s  a r e  th ey al i ke ? 

13 

1 Pau1 A .  The i s  and Edmund L .  Hen shaw , ed . ,  Who ' §  Wl)o in Ame r i 
c an Pol i t i c s , 1 97 1 - 7 2  ( )rd ed . ;  New York : R .  R .  Bowker , 1971 ) .  

2Who ' s  Who of Ame ri can Women , 1972-73 ( 7t h  ed . ;  Chi cago : 
A .  N .  P:.arqui s Co . ,  1971 ) .  



CHA PTER I I I  

STA TI STICAL FROFILE 
Age 

The d a ta on age in Tab l e  1 reve al s t hat wo m e n  in t h e  po l i

t i ca 1 e l i t e  tend to be midd l e-aged . Over ha l f  o f  the women , 54 
per c ent , were i n  t he ir for t i e s o r  f i f t ie s .  On l y  about 12 pe r 

TABLE l 
AC E S  OF wo�mN IN THE FOlJITlCAL EL lTh 

tiY PF;r1CE�J T1\C;.E I I�J  i\GE; C A ·TF:GORif� S  

Age Categori e s  
20- 2 9  
J0- 3 9  
40-49 
50- 5 9 _  
60-69 
70- 79 
80- 89 

Und er 20 and 
no age l i sted 

Pe r c entage o f  
Tot a l  { N  1959 ) 

2% 
1 0  
2 5  
2 9  
16 

g 
1 

cent we re l e s s  than th i rty- n ine yea r s  of age ; wh i l e  a bout 26 pe r 

cent we re more than fifty-n in e years o f  a g e . 

Data con c e rn ing t h e  age s of the women wh en they f i rst he ld 

a pol i t i cal po s i t ion o f  an y  k ind i nd i ca t e s th at the en try into 

the pol i t i ca l  s phere t ake s place before midd l e  age . A s  can be 

s e en 1.n Ta b l e  2 ,  o v e r ha l f  o f  t he wom en , 54 pe r cen t ,  h e l d  the i r  

f i r s t  po s i t i on be fore t h e  a g e  of fo rty . Th ere wa s n o  d a ta a va i l -

abl e o n  t h i s  va r i a b1 e  for 1 5  pe r c en t  o f  th e wome ri , a nd t h e  re -



ma in ing 3 2  per cen t were in the i r  fort i e s , f i ft ie s , o r  s ixt ie s 

be fore they held t h e i r  fir st pol i t i c a l  po s i t io n . 

TABLE 2 

AG ES OP' WOMBf� I N  POLITI C AL tLl 'i'E A'l' TU�t: 
OF ¥IHST POLITI CAL FOSITION Bl 

PERCENTAGE IN AGE CAT�OORIES 

A g e  Ca t egor ie s 

0-19 
20- 29 
30- 3 9  
40-49 
50- 59 
60-69 

No i nformat ion 

Percen tage o f  
Total ( N  1 9 59 ) 

2% 
20 
3 2  
22  

g 
2 

16f%• 
* In th i s  and subsequent tabl e s , varia 

t i on s  in t o t a l  per centage s from 100 per cent 
are t he re su l t  of round ing . 

Marital Status and t"'ami l y  Size 
Almost thre e - fourths o f  t he women in th e s tu d y  were ma rr i ed . 

Tho se who had been marr i ed , but were wid owed or d ivo rced , re pre

sen ted 1 2  pe r cent and 5 pe r c en t  re s pe c t i ve l y .  On l y  10  pe r c en t  

or t h e  women had n e v e r  bee n married ( see 'fab l e  3 )  • 

TABLE 3 
MllRIT.A L  STATU S OF WON.eN I N  

THE f'OLITICAL ELI'lfl: 

Ma r i t a l  Status 

Marr i ed 
Single  
W:i.d owed 
D i vorced 

Percentage o f  
Total ( N  19 59 ) 

73% 
1 0  
1 2  

r$ 

l S  



About 2 3  pe r c en t  of the wome n  in the s t ud y  h ad no ch i l 

d ren . Forty per cent had only one or two chi ldren , and the re 

ma i n ing 37 per c e n t  had mo r e  than two children ( see 'I'able 4 ) . 

TABLE 4 
FAl'iILT SI ZE OF WOt.\EN IN 

THE fOL ITlCAL RL I TE 

N umbe r of 
C h i l d ren  

None 
l 
2 
J 
4 
5 
6 
7 

g o r  mo re 

Re l ig i on 

Percentage of 
Tota l  ( N  19 59 )  

23 � 
14 
26 
19 
10 

5 
2 
1 
1 

IOU 

Tabl e 5 shows that 70 pe r c en t  o f  the femal e pol i t i cal e l i t e  

we re Pro 1 .e stant , 16  p e r  c e n t  we r t:�  Cathol ic , a nd 3 p e r  cen t we re 

'l'A BLE 5 
RELIGIOU S AFF'I l. L'\ TIONS C I,f\ INED BI 

1,40Iv:l•J.\ IN THE PUL I 'I'I C AL .t:; L I TE 

Re l ig ious 
Affi l iat ion 
Pro t e stant 
Cathol i c  
J e w  
Othe r 
N one l i sted 

Pe rcentage of 
Total ( N  1959 )  

70% 
16 

3 
1 

1 1  
101� 

J ewi sh . E l even pe r  cent l i s ted n o  r e l ig io u s  pre fe re n c e , wh i l e  

16 

l pe r cent e x pre s s ed a re l igi ou s aff i l iati on oth e r  than Fro t e s t an t , 

C a t ho l i c , o r  � c w .  



Party Aff il iat ion 
Ove r hal f  of the women , 53 per cent , we re Re pub l ican s , 43 

per cent were Demo crat s , and 4 pe r cen t  l i sted a th i rd pa rty 

affi l i a t i on ( se e  Tabl e  6 ) . Most of t ho se i n  th e latter gro u p  

TA BLE 6 
PARTY AF.t-�lLIATH.JN OF WOM£N 

IN T HE POLITICAL EL IT� 

Party 
A ffi l i ation 
Democrat 
Re publ i can 
Oth er 
None l i sted 

Percentage o f 
Total { N  19 59 ) 

43% 
5 3  

4 
1 

lOf % 

were membe r s  o f  the Democ ra t i c  Free Labor Par ty i n  i•ann e so ta a nd  
m i.ght pro perl y be con s i d e r ed a s  pa rt o f  the Dem o c ra t i c  Pa rty on 

the nat iona l l e v e l . Tho s e  expre ss ing a t h ird par ty a ff il iati on 
al so i n c l ud ed m embe r s  of th e Communi s t  and So c i a l i s t  fa r t i e s ,  

Ind e pe ndent s ,  and membe r s  o f  par t i e s  in th e Unit ed S t a t e s  Terri-
t o.r :i e s . 

State and lieg i on 
The d a t a  on the sta t e s i n  wh i c h  the wo m e n  l i ved re vea l s  

tha t about 10 pe r cent o f  t he wom e n  c ame from the mo s t  po pul ou s 

sta t e  i n  t he Ur: i o n , C a l i fo rni a . O t h e r  stat e s  ra nk i ng i n  t h e  

twe l ve sta t e s  h a v i ng the l a rge st pcr c en t .1ge s of the \'rnm e n  in 

17 

th i s  s t ud y , in o rder , we re a s  fo l l ows : M i nr: e s o ta , M i s:::) o ur i , Uhio , 
C o l orad o ,  � e w  Y o rk , M i c h i gan , Conn e c t i cut , I l l i noi s , N e w  Ham p-

s h i re , Texa s , a nd Kan sa s .  '1'he t h ir t e e n  s ta t e s  h a v i n g  the smal l e st 
pe rcen tage s o f  t h e  w o m e n , beg in n i ng w i t h  th e s t a t e  w i th the srna 1 1 -



e s t  per c entage , we re a s  fol l ows : Rhod e I s land , Ala ska , De l aware , 

Hawa i i , Nevad a ,  Sout h Carol ina. , Louisiana , Mi ssi s si ppi , We st V ir-
gtn i a , Wyom i ng , Pi ew �.J.exico , Tenne ssee , and North Dak o ta . 

When th� twe l ve large st sta te s and the twel ve sma l l e st state s 
1 in t e rm s  o f  po pu l at ion were c ompa red , it was fo und that the mo st 

heavi l y . po pul a t ed sta t e s  were th e home- stat e s  of 3 7  per cent o f  
the women , wh i l e  th e s t at.e s  hav ing the sma LLe st po pul a t i on s  we re 

the home- .state s of 14 pe r cen t of t he wome n . Th e wome n  w e re 

a l se classi fied a c cord ing to t he reg i on ,of the cou n t ry in wh :i.c h 

they l ive , and i t  wa 3 f<:) Ulld that 3 2  pe r cent , o r  a l mo st one - th i rd , 

of the women ho l d i ng pol i t i. ea l  pos ition s  we re fro m  t h e  twelve 
M idw$ &tern s t a t e s .  Twenty- five pe r c ent we re fro m the th i rtee n  

Wf!'t s t e rn state s , _ 23,_ pe r .. cent ''!.ere from t he twe l v e  Ea st e rn stat e s ,  

and 21 pe r c e n t  were from t he th irteen Sou the rn s ta t e s , the D i s

tr i c t of Co l umb ia , a r. d  the two t erri tori. e s  o f  Pue rt o R i co and 

th e V i rg i n  Isl a nd s .  

Tabl e s  7 and g show t h tf  twe Lvf! state s. from wh i ch t he l arge st 

p('rcentage s · a r the women i n  th� study c a�e , and the th i rt een 
s t a t e s from ·wh i c h  th e smal lest percen tage s c am e , a s  wel l a s  thei r 

po pu l a t ion ra n k  a nd the geogra phic al regi on o f  th e c oun t ry in 

wh i ch tbe state is  loc a ted . 

Ed ucation 
Only l pe r c en t  o f  the wome n h ad n ot c om p 1 e t ed h igh schoo l , 

an d only 17 per c en t  had onJ y f :i n i  sh ed h ieh sc ho o l  wi t h  n o  t ra in -

i n g  beyond .. The l arge at grou p , Jo p e r  cen t o f  t hE: wome n , bad 

a t t(mded c o l l ege but re cei ved r: o  d e r ree ; 3 0  p e r  cen t we rE:; c o l 

l ege P," rad ua t e s ,  and 12 pt: r c t� nt hd. d  ad van c ed d e r ret:' s .  There 



TA HLE 7 
TWELVr: STATES WITH LAftGE3T PERC.ENTAG E S  Otr TC•TAL 

OF \fJOf!!E.l\ I N  POLI TI CAI. E L I TE ; HH· U LA TI ON 
R A N K  OF STA 1."F: AND ii.EG I ON O P  COU h TRY 

IN WH I C H  STATE I S  LOC A TE;D 

Po pu1 a t i on 
State Fercentage Rank Region 

CaJ i forn ia 9 . 6�1 l st w 
Mtn.n e sota 5 . 6 20th M 
Mi s sour i  5 . 1 1 4th M 
Oh i. o  4 . 4 6t h }I/ • 

Co lorado 3 . 6 30t h  w 
N ew York 3 . 2 2nd E 
M i ch i gan 3 . 2 7th M 
Conne c t i cut 3 . 1 24t h  E 
I l l ino i s  2 . 7  5th  M 
New Ham p s h i r e  2 . 7 4 2nd E 
Texa s 2 . 5 4th s 
K an sa s 2 . 4 29th t:. 

TA BLE 8 
TH IHTEEN S T.<4. TE S �f l TH SMAJ JJ13T i'f';RCr J� TAGB.S O F  TO'I'AL 

OF WOFEr� I N  POLI 'I'ICAL E L I  'l•E ; fO I·UL A TION 
R AN K  OF STA 'J'F: AND RE;G Ji lN OF cetn 'l'RY 

IN WH IC H ST A TE 1 3  LOC ATED 

Po pulat ion 
S t a t e  Per ce ntage Itank Hegion 

Rhod e I sl and 0 . 5% J 9th E 
Al a ska 0 . 5 50th w 
Del aware o . 6 46t h  E 
Hawa i i  o . 6  40th w 
Nevada 0 . 7 47th  w 
Sout h  Caro l i n a  0 . 7 26th s 
Loui s i an a  0 . 8  19th s 
Mi s s i s s i ppi o . e U�th s 
We st V i rg in ia 0 . 8 3 3 rd E 
Wyoming 0 . 9 49th w 
N ew Mex i c o  0 . 9 37th w 
Tenne s see  1 . 0 1 7th ,.'\ i::> 
North Dakota 1 . 0 4 5 t h  M 
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wa s no i n fo rmat ion on the ed u cat i on l e ve l s o f  4 per c ent o f  th e 

women ( se e  Ta bl e 9 ) . 

TABLE 9 
EDUCATION LEVELS OF wo�:EN 

IN THE POLITICAL �LITE 

Edu c a t ion Leve l  

Did not com pl e t e  h igh s choo l 
H igh s chool grad u a t e  
At tend ed c o l l ege , n o  d egree 
Co l l ege grad uat e  
Ad v a n ced d egree ( s )  
N o  i n forma t ion 

OccuJ?!t i on 

Percentage o f  
Total ( N  19 59 )  

1% 
1 7  
3 6  
3 0  
1 2  

ioa" 

A s  c a n  be s e e n  i n  Table 1 0 , the mo st pr eval ent o ccupational 
l i st i ng among the wome n was t hat of housewife , ac count in g for 
3 5  pe r cent o f  t ho s e  in t he study . A l mo st two-th ird s o f  the wo -

TA BLE 1 0  
OCCU PA TION S Of WGi•�J�N IN 

THE POL ITIC AL ELl TI 

O c cu pa t ion 

Hou s e w i fe 
C l eri cal work 
Ed ucat l on 
Bu sine ss 
J o u rna l i sm 
Law 
Med i c i n e  
So c i a l  s e rv i ce s  
Performing an d f i n e  art s 
Ot her 
N o ne 
N o  in forma t i on 

Pe rce nt age o f  
Total ( N  1 9 59 )  

3 5% 
1 6  
1 5  
1 3  

5 
4 
2 
2 
1 
3 
2 

10�� 
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me n , t hen , had oc cupat ion s o ut s id e  the home . The thre e  cate 

gori e s  in  which t he mo st women were em ployed we r e  c l er i ca l wo rk , 

16 pe r cen t , edu ca t i on , 1 5  per cen t , and bu si ne ss , 1 3  p e r  cen t . 

J ourna l i sm wa s  the o c c u pa t i on of a bout 5 pe r c en t , law of 4 per 

c en t , med i c ine o f  2 pe r c e nt , so ci a l  s e r vi c e s  of 2 pe r c e nt , and 

the performi ng and fine a rt s  of 1 pe r c ent . Eigh t  p e r  c en t  of 
the women had o c cu pa t i on s  other than t ho se l i sted , ha d no o cc upa

t i on , o r  gave n o  informatio n a s  to th e1 r o cc u pation . 
The c a t e gory " c l er i cal work " al so in clud ed sal e s  cl e rk s .  

The " ed u c a t ion "  cat egory i n c l u d ed n ot onl y  t e a c her s at all  l e ve l s ,  

but a l so ad m in i stra tor s and l i brari ans . The " b u s i n e s s" ca t egory 

in clud ed wome n in real e state and in surance and t h o s e wh o we re 

s e l f -em oloyed a s  wel l  a s  th o se in exe c ut i ve pos i t i o n s . In cluded 
in the " journal i sm" category were a l so t ho s e  in rad io , t e le vi sion , 
an d pub l i c  re lat i on s . And "med i c i n e "  i nc lud ed n o t  o n l y  do c to r s  

a n. d  n ur s e s ,  bu t a l so pharma c i st s  and o pt ome tr i st s . 

M.ember sh i. p in Non po l iti c al  Organi sat io n s  
Ta ble l l  revea l s  t ha t  o ve r  h al f  of  the women in t he study 

belonged to four o r  mor e  non pol i ti cal o rgan i zation s .  On ly 14 per 

TA BLE 11 
MEMBbilSH I F  I N  NON POL ITI CAL ORGAN I ZJ\ 'I'l Of>iS 

OF WOMEN I N  THf; PO LI T I C A L  BL IT.b: 

Number of 
Organ i za t i on s 

Non e 
l 
2 
) 
4 or more 
No informat ion 

Pe rcentage o f  
Tot a l  ( N  1 9 59 } 

14% 
11 
12 
1 2  
51 

1 
ran 



cent be longed to no such organisation s • 1 1  pe r  cen t to one , 1 2  

per cent t o  two , and 1 2  per cent to three . 

Pol it ical Pos i� iQn 
The large st percentage of women in th e study we re part of 

the po1 1t i cal pa rty organi zat ion s ( see Table 1 2 ) . About 72  per 

TABLE 12  
CURRENT OU MOST RECBNT FO L I TICAL 

POSITION Hli:J.,D BY WOMUi IN  
THE POI,ITICAL ELITE 

Po l it i cal  Po sit ion 
Party offi c i al 
State legi sl ator 
Staff mem ber 
Sta te a p po int ee 
Pre siden tia l a ppo intee 
State o ffi c ial ( ele cted } 
U . S .  Re pre senta t i ve 
C i ty coun c i lma n  
Cabinet o r  sub- cabine t member 
U . S .  Sena.tor 
Mayor 
Other 
N o  in forma t ion 

Pe rcent age of 
Total ( N  19 59 )  

71 . 7'/it 
l J . 9  

5 . 1 
2 . 1 
1 . 7 
l . J 

. 9  

. 9  

. s  

. 2  

. 1  
1 . 4 

. 2  
100 .0% 

cen t of the wome n we re current l y  ho ld ing , or had recently he ld , 
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a po s i t i on in th e pa rty stru cture s or re lat ed orga ni za t i on s .  The 
next l argest grou p ,  stat e l egi sl a tor s , accounted fo r about 14 per 

c ent of t h e  women , a nd the th i rd  l a rge st gro up ,  s taff mem ber s ,  a c 

count ed for on 1 y  5 pe r cent . Ea ch of th e othe r  n in e  cate gori e s  r e p
re sent ed onl y  a smal 1 percentage o f  the -wo men . Onl y  17 per c en t  of 

the wome n  he ld po s i t i on s  wh i ch we re el e c t ive i n  nature ra t her than 
a p po in t i ve . Th is  numbe r in cl uded ma yor s ,  counc i l men , state leg i s 

l a t o r s , s t a te o f f i c i a l s ,  U . S .  He prE) Sentat ive s , an d  U . S .  Senators . 



Tenure in Office 
Of t h e  339 e l e cted women th e re wa s d ata ava i l a b l e  o n  317 

a s  t o  the number of ye ars t h e y  had h e l d  t he po s i t i on to wh ich 
t h e y  had been e l e cted . As Tabl e 13 shows , 76 pe r c e nt had served 
fo r l e s s  t han ten ye a r s , wh ile on l y  24 per c en t  h ad s erved fo r 

more th an ten ye ars . 

TABLE 1 3  
N UM BER O F  YEAR S ELECTMl WOMEN 

HAVE HEI4D FOSl T ION S  

Number of Tears 
1 - 5 
6-10 

l l - 1 5  
16- 20 

More than 20 

Peree r� tage of 
Total ( N  3 17 ) 

38" 
39 
13  

7 
ioIJ 

Prev i ous Experience 
The re we re on J y twenty-.one. women who had served o r  were 

serving in e l e ct i ve po s i ti on s  on t h e  na t i ona l l evel , that i s  a s  

U . S . Sena tor s o r  de pre se n tat ive s . On ly ei ght o f  the women , o r  

) 8  pe r ct'1nt , had had pre v i ou s expe r ie n c e  i n  a n  e le c t i ve po sit ion 

o n  the state leve l . Of t he e ight with pr e vi ous expe r ien ce , seven 
had se rved a s  state leg i sl ators , a nd one ha d  served a s  Se cre tary 

of Sta te in he r home s ta te . 

Party Offi c ial s 

The 72 pe r c en t or the fema l e  e l it e  wh o  we re pa rty o ffi c ia l s  

re pre sented 1 401  wome n , 1 .3  pe r cent o f  wh om he ld po s i t i on s  o n  

t h e  n a t i onal l e ve l . The o th e r  87 per cen t he ld p os i t i.o n s  i n  t he 

23  



state and l o cal  party organ i zat i ons ( see Table 14 ) . 

TABLE 14 
LEVEL OF PARTY ORGAN I ZATION IN WH ICH 

F'E!<i.ALE FART! OFFI C I AL S  
HF;LD POSl TION S 

Level of Party 
Organ i zat ion 

Nat ional l evel 
State a nd loca l l e ve l  

Percentage o f  
Total { N  1401 ) 

13% 

� 

l Po pu l at ion ran k s  of state s a s  re ported by the Coun c i l  of 
State Governmen t s  in The Book of the State s :  1 970-Zl , Vol . XV III 
( Lexington , Ken . : Coun c i l o f  State 6ovemment s , 1970 } , p p .  562-
61 1 . 



CHA PTER IV 

ANALYSI S or HY fO THESES 
i\1arital Statue and Family Si!.! 

One of the h y po th e se s made at the beginning of th i s  s tudy 

was a s  fo l low s : Women in the pol it ical  e l it e a re l i ke l y  t9 be 
married and to have c hi. ld re n . The data pre sented in  the Sta t i s
t i cal Profile confirms thi s hypothe s i s . Married women a c c o unted 
for 73 pe r  cent of t h e  women in the s tud y .  When t h o se wh o  had 

be en married but we re widowed or d i vor ced a re i n c J ud ed , the fig

ure be c ome s 90 per cen t . On l y  10 pe r ce nt. of th e wome n had ne v e r  

be en marr ied . In 1 971 t he f igur e s  for women i n  the general po pu

l at i on we re a s  fo l l ows : 71 pe r cent marr i ed , 1 3  pe r c e n t  w idowed , 

4 per cent d i. vo rced , a nd  1 2  pe r  cen t sing h:: . 1  I n  t e rms o f  marital 
statu s , t hen , wom en wh o o c cupy pos i t i ons of pol i  t i c .:l l pow�r do 

not d i ffer grea t l y from o ther women . In ado i t i o n , 77 pe r cent 

of th e women had one or mor e chil d ren . The se fi rd ing s tend t o  

con t ra d i ct the bel i ef b y  some tha t pol it i cs is t he provi nc e on ly 

of s ingl e " ca reer" women who ha ve no fami ly re spon sibil itie s .  
There are d i ffe ren ce s , howeve r ,  in the mar i tal situa t io ns 

of some o f  t he sub-grou ps with in the fe ma le e l i t e . Table 1 5  re 

veal s tha t  c e rta in po l iti ca l pos i t ion s  a re m or e  l ike J y t o  be f i l 

l ed by s i n j?; l e , w i d owed , or d i vo rced women . The mos t str i k i ng ex

am pl e of thi s  i s  t h e  po s i t ion o f  s ta ff mem ber , that i s  t ho s e  wh o 

s � rve on the s t a ff s  of congre ss me n  or sen a t or s .  On l y  a bout J,d per 

2 5  
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cent of the se wome n we r e  ma rr ied , wh i l e  about 3 7  per cent were 

s ingl e , g pe r cent we r e  wid owed , and 14 per c e nt were d i vo r ced . 

Of the wome n who h e l d  �l e ct i ve s t a t e  off i ce s  o ther than l eg i s

l ators , o n l y  40 per c e n t  we re ma rried , whi l e  24 per cen t we re 

sing l e ,  3 2  per cen t  widowed , a nd 4 per cen t d t vor ced . Pre s id en
t i a l  a p po i n t e e s  we re a l so mo re 1 1.kel y tha n  mo s t  o th er g ro ups to 

be s i ngl e wome n . The �e three pos i t i on s  con t ra st sha rply wi th 

t he f igure s fo r wome n who held po si tions in th e pol iti cal pa rty 

o rgan i za t i on s . About 79 pe r c ent o f  t he part y off ic ial s we re 

ma rr i ed ; on ly 8 per cen t  were sin g l e ,  10 per c en t  w e re wid o wed , 

and 4 per cen t  we re d i vorced . Table 16 re vea l s  tha t wo men in 

the same t hree po l i t i ca l  pos it i on s  a re a.1 so le ss l ike l y  to hav e  

mo re t h an two ch i ld ren ; one - fourth or l e ss of the wome n in th o se 

c a t egor i e s  had two or mo re ch il d ren . More tha n 40 pe r  cent of 
the wo m e n  in tho se th ree categori e s  had no ch i l d ren . Of co ur s e , 

part of the gre at numbe r of ch i l d l e s s  women can be a c counted for 

by t ho se who we re s in gl e , bu t no t a.1 1 of t hem . However , it i s  

cl ear that ce r t a i n  pol i t i cal po s i t i on s are more com patible wi th 
marriage and fam i l y  re s pon s i b i l i t i e s .  Tho s e  pos 1.t io n s  wh i ch 
have a g rea t e r  pe rce ntage of singl e and c hil dle s s  women a re po s i 

t i on s  wh i c h  are ful l - t ime o cc upa t ion s .  Cer ta in ly a posi t io n  in 

the pa rty orga n i z at i on s ,  wh i c h  would re qu i re o n l y part- t ime re 

spon s i bi l i t ie s , would be mor e att ra c ti ve to a marr i ed wo ma n  who 

wa s i n tere sted in po l iti c s  bu t had n o  need for a ful l - t i me j ob . 

Al so , in th i s  s o c i e t y  t he wi fe i s  expe c ted to ta ke c a re  o f  t he 

house and rai se t h e  ch ildren i n  add i t io n  to an y out side o c c u pa

t ion , so a pa rt - t ime po s ition wo u ld obvi ou sl y be more att ra ct ive 
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to a marr ied woman . On t he othe r  ha nd , si ng le wo me n  mu st su pport 

th emse l ve s  and th ere fo re may be more l i ke l y to b� fo und in  f ul l 
t ime " c a re er "  po s i ti o n s . Wid ows a nd d ivor c ed wome n may a l so n e ed 

ful l - t ime o c c upa t i on s  by wh i ch they c a n  su pp ort t hem se l ve s  and 

29 

the i r  c h i l d ren . Even i f  t hey d o  not ne e d  t o  w ork , it may be that 

they fee l m o r e  f r e e  i n  some ca se s t o  se e k  and a c c e p t  ful l - t ime po s i 

t ion s than mar r i e d  wo men who se husband s some t ime s ob je ct to " wo r k 

i n g  wive s . "  

A brea kd o wn of the fema l e  party o f fi c i al s  in to those s e rv ing 

on t h e  n a t i on a l  l eve l and tho se serving on t he sta t e  a nd loca l 
l evel s  revea l s t ha t  wo me n  i n  the na ti ona l organ i z at i on s  a r e  s ig

n i fi c a nt ly l e s s l ike l y  to be married , a.re m or e  l ik e ly to b e  ch i ld 

l e s s , and a r e  l e s :>  l ikel y  to have mor� than two c hi ld ren ( see 'fable s 
17  and 1 8 ) . Aga in t h e  e x p lanat i o n  may l ie in th e i n c re a s ed amount 

o f  t i me and e ffort n e eded t o  ca rry out re s pon s i b i l i ti e s  at t he 

nat ion a l  1 evul , a s  we ll a s  t he ne ce ss i t y  fo r  per io d ic travel . 
Another breakd own o f  the group into t ho se wh o se :po s i t ion s we re 

TA BLF; 1 7  

MAR I TAI. STATU S OF lff Ci;<:E�r I N  THE fARTY 
ORGAN I ZATlO� S ; BY LEViL 

Y:.a r i  tal Statu s 

Marr ied 
Singl e 
Wid owed 
D i vor ced 

OF ORG A N I ZA'l'ION 

N a t i onal Le ve l 
( N :l83 ) 

66% 
1 5  
1 3  

6 
100'1 

Stat e  and 
Lo cal Level 

{ N ;:; l 217 ) 

80% 
7 
9 

� 



N umber of 
Ch ild ren 

Non e  
1 o r  2 
More t han 2 

TABLE 18  
FM:.ItY SI ZE 0 1-� WOI<:EN IN THE PARTY 

ORGAN IZA'l'ION S ;  B Y  LEVEL 
OF ORC AN l ZA'r!ON 

State and 
Lo cal Level 

( N  =12H3} 

17� 
40 

� 

e l e ct ive and t h o s e  whose we re none l e c t ive revea l s  a d ifferent 

patt ern , a s  shown in Tab le  19 . El e cttd wom e n  we r e  l e s s  l i ke l y  to 

TABJ,E 19 
MAH I TA L  STATU S OF wOMJiN IN THE POL I TI CAL 

f;L I TE ; B Y  bLECTIVF; Git NONEL.t.CTIVI!: 

Mar i t a l  Sta t u s  

Married 
Single 
Wid owed 
D ivorced 

STATU S OF fOSITION 

Ele c ted 
( M =J3 5 t 

62� 
10 
2 3  

n$ 

N on e l e c t ed 
( N :0161 3 ) 

7 51o 
10 
10 

io6J 

be marr i ed , but were n o t  mor e l i ke l y  to be si ngl e  o r  d i vo rced ; 

they we re s i. gn .i f i cant 1 y more l :i. l< e l y  to be widows . Th i s  find ing 

tend s to 1 .:md so me cred en c e  to the id e a  that s o me women bui ld 

succe s sfu l po l i ti c a l  c ; , reers u pon th e ir " inhe r i t a n c e s" o f  t h e ir 

husband s '  po l i t i c a l  po s i ti o n s . Ta ble 20 re veal s a sl ight t e n -

d en c y  f o r  th e e l e c t ed wome n  t o  ha ve fewe r ch i ld ren than t h e  wo-

rnen i n  non e l e  c t  i ve po s ·i  t i on s . 

)U 



TABLE 20 

FA.r..HLI SIZE OF WOMEN Il� THE POLITICAL 
ELITE ; BY ELECTIVE OR NONE,LECTIVF� 

STATUS O.i'' FOSI'l'ION 

Number of 
Chi l d ren Ele cted 

( N =332 ) 
None l e c ted 

( � =1616 ) 

None 
l or 2 
More t han 2 

26� 
39 

� 
Tabl e 21 revea l s  an intere st ing fi nd ing con cern i ng the mari· 

ta.l statu se s  of t he m em be rs of t he two ma jor parti e s . Demo crat i c  
women in t h e  po l i t i cal el ite were l e ss  l i ke ly t o  be married than 

TABLE 21 
MARITAL 3Tt\TU 3 OF #OMEN H� THE POL I T I C AL 

EL I TE ; BI f AftTY Al" FILIA TI ON 

Marital Status Democrat Re publ i can 
( N:832 ) ( N = l026 ) 

Married 69� 76% 
S ing l e  1 3  g 
Wid owed 1 3  1 2  
Divor ced 6 wh IfilJ 

Other 
( N�77 ) 

82% 
10 

4 

� 

the Re publ i can women , and we re mo re l ike ly t o  be single . A par

t ial ex pl anat i on for t hi s  find ing may be t he s1 igh t t enden cy for 

more o f  the Democra t i c  women to be i n  th e ir t wen t ie s and thu s  n o t  

a s  l ikel y  to be ma rr ied . Howe vH r ,  the to ta l numb e r  of women in 

the stud y  who we re in t h e ir twen t i e s  i s  so :ma l l  tha t i t  wou ld 

J l  

not gre a t l y  affe c t  th e n umber o f  Dem o c rat i c  wome n w h o  we r e  married 



) 2  

o r  s ing l e .  It  might al so be n ot ed that a gre ater pe rcen tage of 

the Demo crat i c  women were i n  ele c t ive po s i tion s than we re Re pub

l i can women , and that wo me n in el e c t ive pos it i o n s  we re le s s  l ike
l y  to be marr ied than women in nonel e cti ve po s i ti on s .  One migh t  

a l so s pe c ul a t e  tha t  w ome n  in the mo re l ib  er a.l Demo crat i c  party are 

l e s s  bound by " trad i t i ona l "  role s and the re fore l e s s  likel y  to 

feel it ne ce s s a ry to ma rry . It seems l i ke l y  tha t a com bi n a t ion 

of the se fa ctor s migh t e x pl a i n  the di fference s in the ma ri t al sta

tu s e s  of the Demo cra t i c and Re publ i can wo men . 
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Age 
A s e c ond hypothe s i s  c on ce rn s  t he age at which the women in 

the stud y he ld t he ir f i r st pol i t i cal po s iti on : Women in the pol i
t i cal e l i t e  are l ike ly to hold tl}e ir fir st po l i ti cal po&i t ion af .. 

ter the ir child - rearing years . Thi s  hy po th e s i s  is  ba aed upon the 

a s sum pt i on t ha t  wome n might tend to d e lay the ir ent r ance i n to the 

pol it i cal wor l d  un t i l  t he ir c h i l d ren had b e en ra i sed and the ir 

family re sponsi b i l i t i e s  red uced . It i s  d iff i cul t  t o  d e termine 

at e xa c t ly what age a woma n ' s  ch i ld - rearing yea r s  a re ove r , but 

i t  se em s  sa fe t o  a ss um e  t hat mo st wome n ' s  fam i l y  re s ponsibil itie s  
a re at a m i n imum by the time they ar e in th e i r  for t ie s .  One wou ld 

not expect a grea t man y women to hold t he ir fir st pol iti cal po s i 
t i on before the age o f  thirt y ,  t hat i s  a t  a t ime whe n th o s e  who 

want c h i l d ren are i n  the pro ce ss of startin g  the ir fami l i e s . 
As pre viously re ported , the data on th e women as a whol e  r e 

veal s tha t t he s i n g l e  large s t  pe rcen tage of wo men , 32 per cent , 

held the ir fir s t  po s i t ion when th ey we re in the ir t h i rt i e s ,  wit h  

the next l arge st pe rcentage , 2 2  per c en t , being wome n  wh o  he ld 

th e i r  fi r s t  pos i t i on in t he ir fort ie s .  Ten per c en t  were in 
the i r  fift i e s  or sixt i e s  be fore t hey held t hei r f irst po l it ical 
po s i t i on , wh i l e  22 pe r cen t held the ir fi rst pos i t i on befo re  the 
age o f  t h i rty . The re i s  some ind i ca t ion , th en , tha t a si zable 
pe rcen tag e of women h o l d  their f ir s t  po s it ion afte r t hey have 

ra i sed the i r  chi ld ren and pre sumab l y  ha ve more free t i me . But 

at the same t ime ,  a l mo st one- fourth of the wome n  entered pol iti c s  

before t he age of t h irt y . 
A c l o ae r  exam ina t i o n  revea l s ,  howe ve r . t hat s ingle women 



were much more l i ke l y  to have held the i r  fir st po s i t ion wh i l e  

in the i r  twen t ie s t han wa s any othe r gro up .  Ta bl e 2 2  shows that 
s ingl e women we re twi ce as l ike ly to ha ve en tered pol it i c s  d ur ing 

TABLE 22 
AG f 5 AT WH I C H  'illOMEN HELD F lrtST fOL I T l C A L  PUS I TI UN ;  

IN AG E CATEGORIES BY f/JdUTAL 3Tl!i.TU3 

Age Category Married Single Wid owed Divor ced 
(r\ ::1J;2! ) { N :l971,  (?i = 2}!t } ( N o;96 )  

20- 29 19� 38� 10% 24:.4 

30-3 9 3 5  23 21 34 
40-49 24 1 1  20 20 

50- 59 7 ; 16 6 
60-69 l 2 6 l 

Und e r  20 and 
no age l i 3ted � 2 2  28  i66% TO!J lOli 

the ir twent i e s  than were married wome n . Widows , on the other 

hand , were about th re e  t ime s a s  l ike ly to ha ve he ld th e i r  first 
pol it i ca l  po s i t i on whe n t hey were i n  the i r  fif t ie s  o r  sixt ies 
than we re t he o t.h er grou ps . lt seem s re a sonabl e t o  a s sum e tha t  

thi s l at e r  e n t ran ce into po l i t i c s on the part of w id ows i s  d ue 

to the g rea t e r  amount o f  fre e  t ime they would have a fter the ir 
children are grown and the y n o  l ong e r  ha ve e ven a hus band to take 
care of . It i s  poss ible t ha t  so me o f  the s e  women wo u ld ne ver 

have he l d  a pol i t ical  po s i t ion had t hey n o t  bee n wid owed . 

34 

l t  shoul d be not ed tha t the ag e s  re por ted were th o s e  a t  wh i ch 

the women f i r s t  he ld a po l i t i ca l  po sit i o n . Mo st o f  the m had prob-



ably been inte re s t ed and invol ved in pol iti cs muc h e arl ier in 

the i r  l ive s . But what i s  o f  int ere st he re i s  t he po int a t  wh i ch 

a woman be come s a pa r t  of t he po l iti ca l  el ite . The d ata sug

g e st s that a woma n ' s  marital sta tus and fami l y  r e s ponsibil i t i e s  
have some infl uence on the ag e a t  wh i ch she be c ome s in1, e re sted 

and i n vo l vt?d en ough to a tta in so me po l i t i cal po sit i on . 

I t  wa s al s o  hypothe s i zed tha t �en in the pol i t i c a l  el ite 
a re l ike ly t o  h o ld the i r  fir st po l i t i,ca l po si� i o n  at a l ater age 
than men in the po l it i c a l  el ite . The hy po the s i s  is ba sed on the 

a ss umpt i on that mar ita l and fami ly re s pon s i b il i t ie s would have 

le s s  effe c t  o n  a man ' s  parti c i pa t ion i n  pol i t i c s .  In Amer i can 

so c i ety the wife ha s trad i ti ona l l y  assume d mor e  o f  t he re sponsi
bil i t i e s  conne c t ed wi th ma inta i n ing a h ome and ra is ing ch i ld re n .  

and ma n y  h o l d  out s id e  job s  a s  wel l ,  leaving them l e s s  free time 

for pol i t ic a l  a c t iv i t y . Unfortunatel y ,  i t  i s  d i ff i c u l t  to find 

data on t he e ntrance ag e o f  me n into t he pol itica l e l it e . There 

3 5  

i s  a great d ea l  o f  d a ta , however . on t he ag e s  of me n i n  pol it i cal  
po s i t i on s , a n d  t ha t  d a ta aup;,f; e st s  overwhe l m ingl y  th a t  the mal e 
e l i t e  tend s to be mid d l e- aged , that i s  i n  th e i r  for t i e s  or f ifti e s  .. 

Sl igh t l y  o v e r  half o f  t h e  wome n in th i s  st udy we re i n  the i r  fort ie s 

o r  fi ft ie s , wh i l e  one - quarter we r e  o lder . A breakd own of th e e l i t e 

in to sub-groups may prove more hel pful in d e term in ing what d i f
fe rence s th ere a re i n  th e a ge s  o f  the me n  a nd wo men w ho are in 

po s i t i on s  of po l i t ical i n fl ue n c e . 

Donald R .  Y.at t hews ' st ud y  of U . S .  Sen ator s re vea led tha t the 

average Jenator w a s  in hi s m id - f i ft ie s . 2  The med ian age of the 

memb e r sh i p  o f  t h e  Hou s e  ha s grad ua l l y ri �.1e n  to a med i an age o f  5 2  



i.n t he ?9th Congre ss . )  A more re cen t study of the House re 

vea l ed re l a t i ve l y l i t t l e  ch ange i n  th is fi nd ing si nce 194 5 . 4  
Data. gathered for va rious stud ies on s t a t e  l egis la tor s  sug g e s t s  

a med i a n  age o f  around 50 . 5  A sa mpJ e of Amer i ca n  pa r ty off i c ial s 
reve al ed tha t t h ey a re a somewhat young e r  g roup . 6 'I'he large s t  
grou p o f  o ffi c ia l s  were tho s e  aged 3 5  to 44 , wi t h  t h e  next l arg

e st group be i ng tho se aged 4 5  to 54 . Three -fourths of the party 

officia l s  we re o v e r  the age of 3 5 . 

JO 

Table 23 shows the age d i stri but io n  of so me o f  the sub-groups 
o f  the fema l e  e l i t e . The sma l l  number o f  fema le s en ators i n  the 

stud y  and the fa c t  that on l y  one wa s an act i v e  mem be r  of tha t body 

at t he t ime t he d ata w a s  ga thered mak e s  i t  d i f fi c u l t  to ma ke any 

rea l  c ompar i son . IV!argare t Cha se Smi t h  wa s  in h e r  se vent i e s  d ur

ing he r l a s t  t e rm of off i ce , and wa s t h e re for e  old er tha n  th e 

" averag e "  senator ; she was 5 2  wh e n  s he ente red the Senate a nd 

thus not f ar fr om t he a verage . The data o n  t he c ongres swomen 

s ugge st s t hat the y are some wh a t  old e r  tha n the ir mal e count e r

part s . The fac t  tha t some of the eigh tee n co ngres swomen we re re
t ired from Congre s s  a t  the ti me of th e study pro babl y c o nt r i buted 

to the t end en c y  t o wa rd a h igh er age . The average ag e o f  the women 

wa s 61 ; however , t he mo s t  frequen tl y  found age category wa s age s 

50 t o  59 . The d a ta i nd i cate s tha t t he a v er ag e  woma n in Cong re ss 
is n o t  substa n t ia 1 1  y old er than the aver ,1.ge man i n  Congre s s . 

Fema l e  state leg i sla tor s  show a sJ i gh t  te nd en cy to b e  o ld er 
that the ir ma l e  co un terpart s ,  a s  Ta ble 23 re veal s . The med ian age 

of the ma l e  l e gi s l at o r s  wa s 50 , sugge s t ing t ha t  a s  man y  l e g i s l a 

t o r s  we re yo unge r than 50 a s  wer e  o ld e r . Howe ver , for t h e  f ema l e  



TABLE 23 
AGKS OF WOMEN IN THE POLITI CAL EL I'I'E ; 

BT POL ITICAL POSITION 

Party State u . s .  
Age Category Offioials�ialators 

( N �l�Oil, N =27J ) 
Congre sswomen 

( N �l. 8 }  

20- 29 2% l� oj 

30- 3 9  10 6 0 

40-49 29 1 5  17 

50- 59 29 29 22  
60-69 16 19 17 

70-79 a 1 2  1 7  
80-89 1 2 6 

Under 20 and 
no age l i s ted 6 16 22 

101,, !OOJ 101� 

l egislators , a bout 62 pe r cen t ,  or wel l  ove r h al f , w e re 50 years 

J7 

o f  age or older ; onl y 22 per c en t  we re in the ir t wen t ie s 1  th ir t ie s , 
o r  fo rtie s .  The tenden cy fo r  t he female el it e to be old er is a l so 
confirmed by a compari s on o f  femal e  party off ic ial s with the sample 
o r  Ame ri can party off i c ia l s  in ge nera l . Wh i l e  75 pe r  c ent of t he 
party offi c ia l s in g en e ral w ere o ver the a g e  o t  3 5 , about 82 per 

cent of t he wome n i n  th is s tudy we re ov er t he a g e  of 40 . be cause 
of the d i fferen ce s i n  t he age c ate gor ie s used in e ac h  stud y ,  it 
is d iffi cult to com pa re the two grou ps . Al so , par t o f  the d if
feren c e  might be e x pl ai ned by the i nc  J. us ion in the fir st study of 
ward l e ad e r s  a nd a bove , wh ile thi s s tudy incl ud ed on l y  wo me n  serv

ing at t he count y l e vel a n d  a bo v e . I t  s e ems s a fe t o  a ss um e  that 



the i n c l us ion o f  party off i c ial s at a lower l evel might resu l t  

in a yo unger sample . De s pit e the se d i ff ere nces , i t  a ppe a r t hat 

there may be a t e nd en cy for w om en 1.n the par ty organ i z at ions to 

be sl ight l y  o l d e r  tha.n t he men in similar po s i t ions . 

'!'h e orig ina l  hypothe s i s , t hat wo men i n  t he po l it i ca l  e l ite 
hold t he i r  f i r st pol i t i ca l  pos ition at a l ater age tha n  men in 

t he pol it ical  e l ite , remai n s  to be p ro ve n  or d i s prov en . There 
d oe s  a ppear to be a s l igh t t end en cy fo r t h e  fema l e  e l it e  t o  be 

o ld e r  than th e m a l e  e l i te . Whe the r  th i s  re su lt s f rom a t e ndency 

on the pa rt of wome n  to b e c ome invo lved in po l i ti c s  later in l i fe 
than me n rema i ns for s ome fut ur e  s t udy t o  r e solve . 

J ts  



Party Aff i l i a!fion 
Ano ther pr o po s it i on mad e c o n ce rn i ng the fema le el i t e  wa s 

t.ha t there i s  n o  s ign ifi 9ant tre nd i n  party a ffi l iat ion ; w9men 

in pol i t i c s  a r e  a s  like ly to be Demo cra t !  a1 £ he y  are R�publ i 
.£!!!.! • The re sul t s  pre v i ou s l y  repor t ed i n  the St at i st i c a l  Pro-

fi l e  have shown th i s  hy po t he s i s  to be unt rue . Women in the pol i 
t i cal e l i te a r e  mo re l i k e l y  t o  be Re pub l i c an s  than Demo cra t s . 

The hypothe s i s  wa s  ba sed u pon t he a ssumpt ion t ha t  the ma jor ity 
o f  the fema l e el i te i s  in the par ty organ i zat i ons , th at t he t wo 

part i e s  are e qua l l y  o pen to w om e n , & nd tha t  t herefore the women 

hold ing po l i t i ca l pos i t i ons would be equaU y d ivid ed be twee n the 

two pa r t ie s .  Howe ve r ,  the par ty whi c h  i s  in the m inor ity among 
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the  genera l  popul at i on was t he ma jori ty pa r ty  among the f emal e 

el ite . Over ha lf o f  the wome n i n  t he stud y ,  53 pe r c ent , wer e 

Re publ ican s • 43  per cen t w e re Democ ra t s ,  and 4 p er c ent l is t ed a 

th ird party a ff i l iat ion . The se figur e s  a re  in co nt ra st to the 

fi nd ing s of a. survey by th e  Survey Re search Center of t h e  Un iver s i 

ty of f<�ich igan in 196e in wh i ch 5 5  pe r cent of t h e vot er s ident i
fied themselve s w i th the Democrat ic Party , a n d  only 3 3  pe r  cent 

wi th t he Re publ i can Fa rty ; of th e rema ind e r , 1 1  per c en t  we r e  In

d e per;d tm t s  a nd l pe r c e nt wa s apol i t i ca l . 7 

Further e xam inat i on o f  the data on pa rty affil i at ion reveal s 
s ome d i ffere n ce a  be twe en th e Democ r at i c  w om en and t h e  H.e i::-ubl ican 

wome n . Tab l e  24  sh ow s t he d i. ff e re n c e s in t he t y pe s of pol it i ca l  
po s i. t i o n s  he ld by t he two grou p s . The Democ ra t i c  w omen wer e mor e 

l ikely to be i n  el e c t ive pos i tion s tha n were t he H.e pu bl i can wo m e n . 

They we re J e s s  J i ke 1 y ,  t h e re fo re, , to be in n on e l e c t i ve po s i t i o n s .  



. TABLE 24 

TY PJ!: OF POLITI C A L  FOSl TICN HELD BY 
WOMirn IN THE ,,OLl 'rICAL li:I. I TE ; 

BY PARTY A FJi'l L IA'l'ION 

Type of Po s it ion Democra t  Re publ i can 
( N=e!;.O /  { N =lOJO ) 

E l e c t i ve 20% 1 6% 
None lect i ve 80 � � 

Other 
( N ,,,76 ) 

4% 

� 

A c l o s e r  e xam i nat i on re vea l s  t h at the R e pub l i can women we re more 
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l i ke l y  to b e  fo und hold i ng po s i ti o n s i n  the ir par t y  organ i z a t io n s ; 

thre e- fo ur t h s  of t he Re publ ican wo me n  i n  the s t udy w e re pa rty o f 

fic ial n ,  c ompa red wi t h  the t wo - third s o f  t he Democ ra t i c  women in 

the stud y who he ld pos it ions in the ir pa r ty . The greater te nd e n cy 

for Re pub ] ican w ome n  t o  be a part o f  th e i r  p a rt y  or gan i za t io ns may 

i nd i c a t e  a grea t e r o penne s s  on the part of t he Re publ i c a n  Fa rty 

towa rd w omen . I t  may b e  t ha t  the Re publ ican Party , b <! Ca u se of 

i t a  m1 n or i  ty pa rty sta t u s , i s  more re c e pt ive t ow a rd women wh o  wi sh 

to v o l unt ee r the i r  t ime a nd effo rt s . Wha t e ver the e x p la nat io n ,  it 

is c l ear that a greate r pe r c en tage of Re publ ic an wo me n  wh o hold 
po l i t i ca l  po s it i on s  owe the i r  s tat u s  to the p ar ty organ i zat ion s 

t han d o  Demo c ra t i c  wo men . The Demo c rat ic wome n a ppear t o  be m or e  

l i ke l y  t h a.n the lk pu hl i ca n wo men to ho ld el e c t i ve o ff i ce s . The 
women i n  par t i e s oth e r  tha n t he two major o ne s  were o verwh e l mingly 
in non e l e c t ive po s it :i.. o n s  be ca us e  mos t  were m em ber s o f  t h e  Dem o 

crat i c  Frefl La. b a r  Pa rty o f  K 1  nne so ta and w er e  s e r ving in the pa r ty 

o rga n i z a t i o n s o n  t he s ta t e o r  l o ca l  lfl vel . 

A furth er a n a J  y s i s o f  wome r: i n  t h e  par t y  or ga n i za t i o n s  r e -
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ve a l s that even though the Re publ i can wo men a re more l ike l y  to 

hold po s i t ion s in the ir party , they a re so mewha t le s s  l ikely than 

the Demo crat i c  wome n to ho l d  su c h  a po s it i on on the na tional level . 

Tab l e  2 5  shows th e sl i gh t  d ifferen ce between women party off i c ia l s  

i n  the two ma jo r part i e s . The d a ta on t he few wo men who were me m

ber s  o f  partie s other tha n the two ma j or one s shows that a n  even 

TABLE 2 5  
LEVEL O F  l"ARTY ORG AN I ZATIONS IN l/JHICH WOMEN 

m;1n OFFI CE ; Bl PART Y A FFILIA TION 

Level of Party 
Organ i za t ion 

National 
State a nd Local 

Demo crat 
( N :561 ) 

ie publ i can 
\ N �768 ) 

Other 
, ( N :.71 ) 

smaller percent age of t hem held po s i t io n s  o n  the nat ional level . 
The cat egory i n cl ud ed member s o f  the Commun i s t  a nd So c ial ist Par
t i e s , Ind e pend ent s ,  and member s o f  parties in the U . S .  Terr itories , 
some o f  wh om we re off i c:l. al s i n  t he ir na tio na l  party or ga n i zati o n s . 

Howeve r , it should b e  noted once aga in t hat most o f  the w o me n  who 

l i sted a pa r t y  a ff i l iat ion o t he r  tha n  Dem o crat o r  Re publ i can we re 

members o f  t h e  Democ rat i c  Free Labor Part y wh ich e xi s t s  o nl y  in 

t he sta t e  of Minn e sota . 

There are a l so d i fferen ce s in the r e lig i ous aff i l iations of 
Demo cra t i c  a nd lte pu b l  i can women . A s  '!'able 26 reveal s ,  the va st 

ma jority of Re publ i can women , 81 per cen t ,  w e re Frote sta n t s ,  wi t h 

onl y  a bout 1 0  per c ent be ing Cath o l i c  and 1 per ce nt J ew i sh . ln 
con tra s t , o f  the Democ rat i c  women , 60 pe r cent we re Pro t e st ant , 



TABLE 26 
REL IG IOU S  AFFILIATION OF WOMEN IN THE POLITICAL 

ELITE ;  BY PARTY AFl'ILIATION 

Re l ig ious 
Affi l ia t i on Demo crat Republ ican Other 

( N=8!;tl ) Pi -=1030 ) o� �zz 1 

Prote stant 60� 81� 44� 
Cathol i c  2 3  10 36 
Jew 5 1 4 
Other 1 0 0 
N one l i sted yMJ rof J 

16 
� 

23 per cent we re Cathol ic , and 5 per cent we re Jewi sh . A further 
examina t i on of the re l at ion sh i p  be tween re l ig io n and party affil i 
at i on wi 1 1  b e  d e ferred ur1 til  t he  d i scus s ion o f  rel ig ious affi l ia-
t i on . 

Table 27 revea l s  that Demo cra t i c wo me n  in pol i t ic s  a re l e s s  

l ikely than the ir Re publ ic an counterpart s t o  be hous ewiv e s . And 

they a re s l igh t l y  m o r e  l i kel y to hold al l t h e  o th er o cc u pat ions 

l i sted e x c e pt "med i c i n e . "'  Part o f  t h e  e x pl ana tio n of t hi s  find
ing might be found in Table 21 ( see p .  Jl ) ,  wh ich sh ows t ha t  the 

Demo crat i c  wome n  we r e  le ss l ikely to be ma r ried and more l ikel y  to 

be s ing le . Certa in l y  it would not be l i k ely that si ng l e  wom en 

would be hou sewive s .  Al so , the Demo cra t i c  women were somewhat 

more l ike l y  to be w id owed or d ivorced , a oo  th ere .fore might be mo re 

l ike ly to hold o cc upa tions . In ad d i t i on ,  it is gene ral l y  acc epted 

tha t members of t he Re publ ican Party t end to be b e tt er off finan cia l 
l y  than mem be r s o f  t h e  Demo cra t i c Party ; it may be t ha t  mo re of the 

Demo c rat i c  wo me n have a n eed to wo rk . 

Ta b l e  2 $  shows an o the r d i ffere n c e  be twe en th e Dem o c ra t i c  fe -



TABLE 27 

OCCU FATI ONS OF WOMEN IN THE POL ITICAL 
l!:J, ITE ; BY PAR TY AFFILIATION 

Occupat i o n  Democrat Re publ i can 
( N�804 ) { N=l002 ) 

Hou sewi fe 3 2% 41� 

Cl eri cal wo rk 16 16 

Ed ucat ion 17 13 

Bus irie SS 1 5  14 

Journa l i sm 6 4 

Law 5 J 
Med i. c ine 2 J 

Soc ia l  serv i c e s 2 l 

Perfo rm i ng and fine ar t s  1 l 

Other J 2 

None 2 1 
WIJ -m 

TABLE 2$ 

NUMBER OF N DN HJLITICAL ORGAN IZATIONS OF W HI CH 
WOME.N I N  TH!': POLI TI CAL ELl T!S ARE 

MEMBERS ; BY PARTY AFFILIATI Oii 

Number ot 
Organ i zat ions Democrat Repub l i c an 

( N=839 ) (N = l026 ) 

N one 1 5% 1 45' 
1 ,  1 1  10 
2 1 3  11 
3 10 1 3  
4 or mo re i6�� I�!' 

43 

Other 
( N =}3 )  

26% 

27 
23 

6 
l 

3 
6 
1 

J 
l+ 

n& 

Other 
�N �76 ) 

12% 
1 2  
1 8  
18 

i�1' 



44 

male e l ite a nd t he Re publ i can fema l e  el it e . Re publ ic an women are 

sl ightly mo re l ikely to be membe r s  of a grea t e r  number of nonpol i
t i cal organ i zat ion s . Al.though the d i ffere nce i s  sl ight , i t  i s  po s

sible t ha t  the Re pub l i c an wom e n  en joy a h igh e r  so ci a l  sta t u s  and 
are there .fore mo re l ikel y  to be " joiners . "  



Membersh i p  in Nonpolit igal  Organ i zat iong 
The corre lat ion b e twe e n  member sh i p  i n  n onpo l it i ca l  organi

sat i on s  and pol i t i cal  part i c i pat i on ha s  l ong been re cogn i zed . 
Gabriel  Almond and Sid ney Ver ba in The Civic Cul ture , for example , 
found t hat " t ho se who are members of a r1 on po l i t i  cal organ i zation 
are mo re 1 i,ke l y  to feel subject1. vel y compe ten t to influen c e  gov-

g ernmen� than are t ho se who bel ong to n o  o rgan i zat i on . "  Further , 
t hey found that " t he members of mo re th an on e org ani zat ion show 
even high er c ompe ten ce than t ho se w hos e affi lia t ion i. s  l i mited to 

9 
one . "  It would be rea son ab le t o  s pecul ate th at t h o s e  who be long 
to a greater number of organ i zat ions a nd fe el mor e  compe te nt to 
i n fluen c e  go vernment wo ul d  be m o re l i ke ly t o  be am ong the pol i t i 
c a l  e l ite . To s a y  it another way , membe rs of t h e  po l i ti ca l el i te 
by defi n i t i on are tho s e  who fee l com peten t t o  i nfl uen ce th e go v
e rnme nt and the r e for e ma y be l ik e ly to be member s of non po l iti c al 
organ i z a t i ons . Thu s  it may be h y J.-'O th e si zed that wo men i n  the po l i
t i ca l  eJ. ite a re l ike ly t o  b e  mem ber s of n on w l i ti c al a sso c i ation s 

to a gre ater exten t t han tpe ge neral  populat \on .  

The data on t h e  women in the study re veal ed that 85 pe r  c ent 

be l ong ed to at l e::. st o ne orga n i z a t ion . What i s  e ve n  more s ign i fi
can t  i s  tha t ove r ha l f , 5 1  pe r  cen t • be longed t o  f' our o r  m o re orga

n i za t i on s .  A l mond and Ve rba found th at only 57 per cen t o f  the i r  

n a t ion a l  c ro s s- s e c t i on sampl e i n  th e U n i t ed State s bel onged to one 

o r  mo re organ i za t i on s , and or. l y  9 pe r  cent bel onged t o  f ou r  or more 

10 org an i za t i on s . On e may con c l ud e  t h en t ha t  t he hy pothe s i s  i s  c o r -

re c t ; wome n in pc l i t i cs do be l on g  t o  n on po l i t i ca l organ i z a t i on s to 

a gre a t e r  e xte n t  t h an th e  g e n e ra l  po pul a t i o n .  It  ma y  b e  sta ted 



further that they a re more po l i ti ca l l y  com p e ten t t h a n  t h e gen er a l  

po pu lat i on . One mi ght l oo k  toward w omen wh o are a. c t i  ve in n on

pol i t i cal organ i z a t i on s  fo r futur e wo me n  po l iti c ia n s .  
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I t  m i gh t  be of i nt er£1 s t  t o  d etermi ne so m e  or the fa ctor s 
whi ch i n fl uence t he numbe r of organ i zat i on s  o f  wh i ch a. woman is 

l i k e l y to be a member . A s  not ed previous l y , ther e wa s  onl y a 

sl ight d i ffere n ce be twee n the Democ ra t i c  and liepubl i c a n  women a s  

t o  th e number of n on po l it ic a l  organ i zat io ns t o  wh i ch they bel onged 

( see Ta ble  28 , p .  44 ) .  Pa rty aff i l ia t i on a ppea r s  t o  have l ittle 
influence  on a woma n ' s  tend e n c y  t o  j oi n  or g an i za t io n s .  One fa ctor 

wh i c h  d o e s have s ome inf luen ce is mar i ta l  s ta tus . A s  Tab le 29 re -

vea l s ,  ma rried women tend t o  t1el o ng to a g rea t e r  num ber of n on -

TA BLE 29 
N UMBER O.F NON l 'OLITICA L OiO AN I ZA TIONJ 0.1'' f'f'H l CH 

WOMEN lN TH E l.>QLITI CAL &l.I'fE  ARE 
fJH.�;Ivl..BERS ; BY MA1HTAL .3TA'IUS 

Numbe r o .f  
Organ i zat i on s Married Single Wid owed 

( N :l!tl2 l � N = l24 l  ' N = 2J!tl  
None 14� 19% 117' 
1 10 14 1 2  
2 13 9 9 
3 1 3  1 3  8 
4 or more i6i� iM;; 62 

102� 

Divor ced 
� N =26 t_ 

24'1 
14 
14 

8 

1�i:1 

po l i t i ca l o rgan i za t i on s  than s ing l e  wo men . But widowed wome n tend 

t o  be 1 ong t o  a n  e ve n  gre ater num ber than rr� rr i ed wome n , wh i le d i -
vorced wome n be l ong to e v e n  fewe r t h an d o  s ing l e  wome n . 'fable JO 
shows that wome n wh o had o cc u pa t io n s ou t sid e the home t end ed to 
b e l ong t o  m o r e  org ::n i z a t i o n s t han the hou s e wi v e s . Marr i ed and 



Number of 
Organ i zat i on s  

None 

1 

2 

3 
4 or mo re 

'!'A BLE 30 
NUMBER O F  N0l>H OL I T 1 C AL OxGf; N l Z.A T I ON S  O F  WH I C H  

WOIJ,.EN I N  T H E  FOLITICAL It.L I TE  ARE 
M.EMBE!:ltS ; BY OCC U FA Tlot� 
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wid owed women who work out s id e  t he home would a ppe ar to be the 

l ike l iest group s  to bel ong to a gre a t  numb er of  organ i zations . 
Another fa ctor wh i ch a pp e ar s  t o  influen c e  a woman ' s  member

sh i p  in n on po l i t i c a J orga n i zati on s i s  he r edu ca t i o n  leve l . Table 

3 1  revea l s  tha t wi t h  t he e x c e pt i on o f  the sma l l  g ro u p  o f  w o men who 

TABLE Jl 
N UMBER OF NON FOLITICAL OiGAN l ZATlONS OF WH ICH 

wrn.:E N IN THI!; F•. ' L I TI C AL J<.;LITE ARE 
MEMBf.RS ; BY EDUC it.TI ON LEVi!iL 

N umber o f  D id not A t t e nd ed 
organ ! - compl e te H igh sch oo l coll ege t Col l ege 
zat ion s hif h school graduate no degree fraduate 

N =2 2 }  P4:.J26 � � N=628 } N -=28 2 l  
None 16% 1 6% l )j 1 5i 
1 g 1 5  1 2  9 
2 1 2  1 6  1 3  1 1  
3 1 2  1 6  1 )  1 1  
4 or more � � � � 

Ad van c ed 
degree ( s } 

' N =2J2 ) 

9� 
7 
g 
7 

� 
d id not grad uate from h i gh schoo l , the pe r c en tage o f  wome n belong-
ing to fo ur or mor e  organ i zat i on s inc re<l se s a s  th e ed u c at io n  l evel 
in c r e a se s . In the l ast grou p ,  th o se wo men h o ld i ng ad va n ced d egre e s , 

70 per cent be l onged to four or mor e su ch o rga n izat i on s . 

Anothe r fa cto r wh i c h  mi.ght be c on sid ered i s  rel igion . How

ever , a woman ' s  re l i g io us aff i l i a t i o n  do e s  not a ppe a r  to ha ve a 

great d eal of i n f luen ce on her tenden cy to j o i n  orga n i zation s . 
Table 3 2  shows the smal l d i. fferen ces a mong th e three major rel i 

g ious grou ps i n  th e Un i ted Stat e s . There ar e o nl y  a few percentage 

po int s d i fferen c e  among tho se bel ong in g  to f our or mo re non pol i t i 

cal organ i za t i on s . The re are on l y  sma l l  d i f f ere n c e s  i n  al l the 



TABLE 3 2  
N UMBER O F  N\J; f·CLI TICAL OH.GANI ZATI ONS OF  WH ICH 

WOMEN I N  THE POLITI CA L EL ITE ARE !>!EMBEiiS ; 
BY RELIG IOU S  AFFlLIATION 

Number of 
Organ i zat ion s Pro t e stant Cathol ic 

( N =l362 ) ( N "'Jl 5 )  

Non e  1 2% 13%  
l 1 1  1 1  
2 1 1  1 5  
3 lJ  11  
4 or mor e � i88% 

J ew 
( N "'5Zl 
21� 

7 
1 1  

5 
i6SJ 

categor ie s be twe en t h e  Prote stant and Cat ho l i c  wo men . However , 

wh i l e  the J ewi sh wome n have a. s omewha t higher pe rc en t age of t he ir 
numbe r who a r e  membe r s  o f  four or mo re organ i za t i ons , the y al s o  
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have a l a rg e r  percentage wh o  re po rt bel o ng ing t o  n o  org an i z a t i o n s . 

It would a ppe ar t ha t  J ewi sh w omen are the mo st l ik e ly to joi n 
n on po l i t i ca l  organi z a t i o n s , fo l l owed by t he Prote sta n t  w ome n and 

the Cat h o l i c  wome n in tha t ord er . Thus it wou ld s ee m t ha t  the 

fa ctors wh i. c h  mo s t  affe c t  a wom an ' a t end en cy t o  be l ong t o  orga n i 

zat i on s  a r e  her mari t a l  sta tu s , he r o cc u pa ti o n , and he r ed u cat ion 

l eve l ; party a ff i l i a t i on and re l igi o n  se e m  to infl uen ce suc h mem
be r s h i p  t o  a l e s ser d egree . 

Anot he r  i n t e re st i ng re l a t io n s h i p  i s  t ha t  b e twe en member sh i p  

i n  nonpol it i cal a ssoc ia t ion s a nd the po l i t i c a l  po si tions he ld by 

t he wom en . The women i n  the stud y who wer e e le c ted t o  th e po si

t i on s they he ld we re much mor e l i ke l y  t o  be l ong to fo ur o r  more 

orga.n l za t. i on s than we re wo me n  in non e l e c ti vr: i-;o s it i o n s .  'I'a bl e 3 3  

shows t he d i f fe ren c e s  be t wee n t h e  two grou p s . I t  i s  un l ike l y  

that a woman ' s  m �;m b e r sh i p  i n  o rga n i z a ti o n s a ff e c t s  h e r  pol i ti cal 



TA BLE 3 3  

NUMBER OF N ON POL ITI CAL OP..GAN 1 ZATION 3  O F  WH I C H  
WOMEN IN THE POL rrICAlJ ELITE ARE 

MEM BEH S ; B I  KLECTIVE mt N ON -
EL8CTIVE STA TU S OF POSl T ION 

Number of 
Organ i zat ion s  

N o n e  
1 
2 
J 
4 or mo re 

Elect i ve 
( N,.,JJ9 ) 

10� 
9 
g 

11  
lg�!' 

Non e l e c t ive 
(N =1609 } 

1 55' 
1 1  
1 3  
1 2  

1�6% 

po s i t ion d ire c tly , or t hat her po s i ti on a ff e c t s  her member sh i p . 

It  s e e m s  more l i k e l y  tha t the same p e r so na l i ty chara ct er i s t i c s  

whi ch make women " jo iner s" a l so make t hem more l i kely to run for 
a po l i t i c a l  o ffi c e . I t  may al so be that t he grea ter fee l ing o f  
po l  it i ca 1 c om pe t e n c e  a sso ci ated wi th me rr.be r sh i p  i n  n () n po l  i t  i c a l  

organ i zat ion s ha s s ome bea ri ng o n  a. woma n • s d e c i s ion t o  run for 
e l e c t i ve o f f i c e . Howe ver , i t  sh ou ld al so be n ot ed th at wo men in 

e 1 e c t i ve po s it i on s  g e nera l l y  have a hig he r  edu ca t i o n  le v e l , wh ich 
may al so part i a l ly e x pla i n  th e i r  te nd ency t o  bel ong to a greater 
numbe r o f  non po l i ti ca 1  o rgan i zat i on s . 
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Educ1tion 
A number of hypothe se s were made co ncerning th e ed ucat ion 

l evel of th e female el i te . The first wa s t ha t  women i n  tbe pol 1-

£ical el ite art l ikely leO be high school s:rt:\duate e and £0 have had 
some post-higb schoo l ed uea tiog . The d a ta  re por ted prev iously 
showed that only about 1 per c ent of the wo me n  i n  th e stud y had 

not graduat ed from h igh s choo l . and about 78 per c en t had at lea st 
some post-high schoo l edu cation . Almost one - th i rd  were college 
grad uate s ,  and 12 pe r cent hel d at le ast one ad v..:1 nced d egree . The 
female e l i t e , then , i s  co nsid erably be tt er ed ucated tha n  the gen

eral po pul a t ion . In 1970 the med ian year s of schoo l comple ted for 
the po pu l ati o n  a s  a who le were 1 2 . 2 , and o n ly 11 per cen t had com

pleted fo ur or more year s  o.f c o l lege • 11 
A se cond hy pothe s i s  about th e  ed ucati on level s of the women 

wa s a s  fo l lows : Wom!n in tle ct ive pgsition§_are.J. 1 ke ly to haye a 

h igher l e ve l  9 f  !ducat i on than women in the p:arty orian i sat ions . 
Table 31+ i nd .i c a t e s  t ha t  th i s  hy pothe s i s i s  t rue . Women i n  e l e c-

TA BLE 31+ 
EDUCATION uwr;L OF WOMEN IN ELI�CTIVE. f'OSIT IONS 

AND IN THE PART! OiGA N lZATIONS 

Educat .ion Level 

O id not c omp l e t e high s choo l 
High sc hoo l graduate 
Attend ed co l l eg e , n o  d egree 
Col lege grad uat e 
Ad van c ed d egree ( s ) 

El e c ted 
Women 

( N :J2} l 

2� 
16 
29 
32 
2 2  

101% 

Party 
Off i c ia l s  

( M "'l3!t9 z 

1% 
19 
40 
31 

� 



t ive po sitions were sl ightly mor e l ikely to ha ve col lege d egre e s  
and muc h  mo re l i kel y t o  hold advan ced degree s .  Over ha lf , or 54 
per cen t , of t he women hold ing e lecti ve pos it i o n s  we r e  col lege 
g raduate s or highe r , wh i l e  we l l  o ve r  ha lf of the par ty offi ci als , 
or 60 per c en t , had le ss than a colle ge educ ation t ermina t ing 
with a d e g ree . The hypothe sis i s  based upon the a s swription that 
one ' s  educa t i on is a fa c tor in bei ng e le c t ed to a pol iti ca l of
f i c e . S ince e l e cted off i c ial s t e nd  t o  be be tt er ed ucated than 

the ir con s t i t uen c ie s , th i s  seemed t o  be a val id a s sum pt io n . 
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A re l a t ed hypot he s i s  i s  t ha t women i n  na t ional electivt posj.

t i on s  are likel y to have a gigper educa!fion level than w ome n elect
e d  t o  s t ate pos i t i o ns . A s  Table 3 5  shows , o f  th e wo me n  i n  the 

TABLE 3 5  
EDUCATI ON LEVEL OF WO)\EN IN NATIONAL 

AND STATE ELECTI VE POSlTIONS 

Ed u cat ion Lev e l  

Did not c ompJ e t e  h i gh schoo l 
H igh s chool g radua t e  
Att end ed col l ege , no d egree 
Col l ege grad ua t e  
Ad vanced degre e ( s )  

l'�at io nal 
Po sit ion 

( N=20 )  

0% 
5 

20 
JO 

� 

State 
Po s i tion 

{ N=284 ) 

1% 
17 
30 
32 

� 
stud y who had b e e n  e l e cted to a nat iona l  pos i tion in the House 

or Sena t e , al mo st half had ad van c ed d egree s ,  compa red to only 
20 per cen t  of t he women el e cted to state pos it ion s . Only one 

of the n a t iona l l y  ele cted wo me u , re pr e sen ti ng 5 pe r  cen t , had not 

a t  l e a st at tend ed c o l l e ge , wh i l e 1 8  per cent o f  t he  w om e n  in 



state office s had not . It would appear , t hen ,  that women who 
e re suc ce ss ful on the na tiona l l eve l are b e tt er ed uca ted than 
those ele cted on t he sta te l e ve l . 
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It might a l so be e xpe cted t hat women wh o are P!r t of th e 
nat ional party organ i pati ons a re like ly to ha ve a h ipJler edu ca

tion level than wome n i n  the state o r  l;ocal P!tt? organi zat.Jons . 

Thi s  hypoth e s i s  al so see m s  to ho ld true , a s  can be s e e n  in '11able 
J6 . About ha l f > or 49 pe r  ce nt , o f  the women i n  t he nat i o na l  par-

TABLE J6 
.EDUC ATION LEVEL OF WOMEN IN TH»: L4.RTY ORGAN IZATlONS ; 

BY LEVEL OF ORG AN i. ZATION I N  WHICH 
POSITION 1 3  HE LD 

Ed ucat ion I.evel 

Did not c ompl ete high schoo l 
High s choo l grad uate 
Attend ed c o l lege , no degree 
Col l ege grad ua t e  
Ad van ced degree ( s ) 

Nat ional 
Level 

{ N ==l74 ) 

0% 
8 

li.J 
39 

� 

State and 
Lo cal Level 

( N :llZl ) 

2� 
21 
40 
29 

g 
lWJ 

ty organ i zation s had c o l lege d egree s or ad va n c ed d egre e s , c om

pared w i th 3 7  per c en t  of the wome n in th e s ta t e  a nd lo cal organ i

sat ion s . And wh i l e  2 3  pe r cent o f  t he sta t e  a nd l o cal party of
fi c i a l s had ne ver a tt end ed coll ege , on l y  g pe r c ent of the national 
pa rt y offi c ia l s had n ot .  Thus it s ee m s t hat a woman ' s  educat ion 
l eve l may be a .fa c t o r  i n  dete rmining the le vel t o  W'l i ch she wi ll 

r i se in the party organ isati on s .  
A fina l hy poth e s i s  wh i ch w a s  made c on c ern ing the edu ca t ional 

att a i nme n t s  of the women w a s  the fo l low i ng : Women in t he  variou s 



polit!c;al po1ition1 art likely 1f2 bt as highl:y !$lp,ca�ed a1 tbtlr 

male coun�erparta. Analysis of this hypothesis, ot course. re

quires data on the male elite in various political positiona. 

, ... 

Data which was available allows the examination of three separate 

groups: members of Congress, state legislators, and party officials. 

Table 37 shows the flgures for the women in each of these groups. 

TA.Bl.I 37 

EDUCATION Ll!.VEI. OF WOMEti. IN SELECTED 
GROUPS OF TH t!,; li'El"iALt; EI,ITE 

Education Level 

Did not complete high school 
High school graduate 
Attended college, no degree 
College graduate 
Advanced degree(s) 

Party 
Officials 

£N=lJ4t9) 

i,; 
19 
40 
Jl 

� 

State 
Legislators 

lli=222l 

21' 
17 
29 
)2 
21 

ron 

Congress
women 

(N�l7) 

At the time when the biographical information was collected 

on the women there 'Were only three women who were elasaitied as 

u.s. Senators, and two of the three were retired. Margaret Chase 

Smith has since been defeated in an election. so at present there 

is no woman serving in the Senate. Of the three !armer Senators, 

two had college degrees and one had attended Cf.>llege but received 

no degree. Donald .i • .ti.atthews in his study of the Senate found 

that g4 per cent of the Senators from 1947 to 1957 had attended 

college. Forty-five per cent attended bot,h undergraduate school 

and law school, and an additional 8 per cent had at tended some 

other form of graduate school.12 Obviously, the three female sena-



tors had a lower education level than their ma.le counterparts. 

It should be noted that in the past, female senators were very 

often widows who were appointed to complete their deceased hus
bands' terms. Even in the case of Jl1argaret Chase Smith, her orig

inal success in election was based upon her husband's success. 

One might speculate that any future female senators will not be 
elected on the basls of their relationship to a man, but on the 
basis of their own merit. Then one might expect those women to 

have attained an education level equal to that which male sena

tors have, and which seems to be expected of those running for 
such a high office. 

Of the eighteen women who were or had been members of the 

House, there was information available on seventeen. Over half 

of the seventeen held advanced degrees. Another 24 per cent had 

college degrees, and 18 per cent had attended college without 

receiving a. degree. l'10tthews, in another study of "decision.
makers," found that in 1941 to 1951. 87 per cent of the members 

of the House of Representatives had attended college.13 It would 

appear, then, that Congresswomen have a slightly lower level of 
education than Congressmen. 

Comparison of the female state legislators with their male 
colleagues is more difficult, for the education level of state 

legislators varies :from state to state. About 82 per cent of the 

women serving in the state legislatures had attended college; 32 
per cent had earned degrees and 21 per cent held advanced degrees. 
Data gathered on state legislators in the late 1950's and early 

1960' s indi cr1tes that the women legislators are as well educated 



as the men. Two-thirds to three-fourths of the members of the 

Missouri, Indiana, and Iowa 1 egislature s had attended college. 

Over 50 per cent of the members of the Indiana General Assembly 

)0 

in 1961 were college graduates.14 A study of Pennsylvania legis

lators and their opponents in the 1958 election for the legisla
ture indicates a somewhat lower level of education. Only 32 per 

cent were college gradu.a tes, with an add ltional 14 per cent having 

attended college with no degree. It should be pointed out that 

the candldates who were not elected had a sJ ightly lower level 

than those who were elected, resulting in a somewhat lower set 

ot percentages than would be obtained by including only the elect
ed candidates. However, the differences were slight and would not 
substantially alter the findings.15 It seems clear that in gen
eral the women who serve in the state legislatures are as well 
educated as the men with whom they serve. 

The final group of women to be compared with their male col

leagues is the party officials. Unfortunately, the only informa
tion available is a study carried out in the late 19b0'a which it

self included women party officials in its sample. Obviously a 
sample of which one-third were women cannot be used to represent 

male party officials in comparison with female party officials. 

However, it might be of some value to compare the two groups, 

keeping in mind that one is entirely female and the other two

third s male. Of the sample of American party officials in the 
1969 survey, 27 per cent were high school graduates or less, 19 
per cent had one to three years of college, 25 per cent were col

lege graduates, and 29 per cE:nt had advanced degrees.16 Of the 
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women party officials in this study, 20 per cent had a high school 

education or less, 40 per cent had attended college but did not 

graduate, Jl per cent were college graduates, and 9 per cent held 
advanced degre�HJ. Comparison of the two groups indicates that the 

women are not as highly educated as the other group, particularly 

in the percentage of' each group which had advanced degrees. Also, 

54 per cent of the other group, and only 39 per cent of the women, 

were college graduates or higher. These figures would seem to in

dicate that women party officials may be less well educated than 

men party officials. 
Because it is necessary to depend on other sources for data 

on the male elite, and because such data is sometimes in a form 
which makes compari.son with the female elite difficult, one can

not reach a definite conclusion as to the validity of the hypoth

esis under discussion.. However, the data which is available indi

cates that the female elite, although very well ectUCc.ited in com

parison with the general public, is probably not as highly educat• 
ed as the male elite. The exception t.o this conclusion is the 

women serving in the state legislatures, who aypear to be as high

ly educated as their male colleagues. It is likely that in the 

future, as women graduate from colleges at the same rate as men 

and attend graduate and law schools in greater numbers, that one 

might expect the education levels of women in the general public 

as well as women in political rositions to rise to the levels of 

men. 



Occutiation 

Another hypothesis concerning the feu,a le political elite is 

as follows: Women in the oolitical elite are likely to come frop;i 

the fields of education, business, or clerlcJl work. lt was as

swned that the \iomen who held positions outside t..he home would be 

1 ikely to be found in thos� occupations which have traditionally 

been most open to women. As might have been expected, the Statis

tical Profile showed that the largest percentage of women, 3 5 per 
cent. were housewives. Among those women who listed occupations, 

only three occupationa 1 catf!gories had substantial numbers, those 

categories being clerical work, ed�cation, and business; these 
three occupati.ons were held by 16 per cer.t, 15 per cer:.t, and 13 
per cent of the women respectively. Cleric;.;l work and teaching 

are occupations which have been traditionally accepted as "'proper" 

for women. And while business might be considered a less tradi
tional occupation for women, the inclusion of real estate and 
insurance personnel, and women who are self-employed, makes it 

a field which has bt�en more open to women than many others have 
been. 

A second hypothesis concerning the occupations of women poli
ticians may be made as follows: Women in elective positions a.re 

more 1ike1y to have had a previous occupation other than "house

wife" than are women in nonelective positions. Table ;a indicates 
that there is a tende:>ncy for elected women not to be housewives to 
a greater extent than nonelected won�n, but the difference between 

the two groups is not great. It would appear that a woman'::; oc

cupation or lack of one has on�y a slight effect on the likelihood 



TABLE 36 

OCCUPATIONS OF WOMEN IN ELECTIVE AND 
NONELECTIVE P03lTIONS 

Occupation 

Housewife 
Other than housewife 

Elective 
Position 

(N�J21) 

that she will be found in an elective position. 

Nonelective 
Position 
(N=Jr 264) 
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Because women have traditionally entered only certain occu

pations, and have not entered others to any great degree, it may 

be hypothesized that women in the political elite are likely to 
have different occupations than the male elite. This proposition 

would appear to be confirmed by the data collected for this study 

(see Table 39). Comparative information on the occupational cate

gories from which the male elite is drawn can be found for the 

following groups: Senators, iiepresentatives, and state legisla-

tors. 
As might be expected, the principal occupation of U.S. Sena

tors is law. In Matthews' study of the Senate he found that about 
half of the Senators between 1947 and 1957 were lawyers.17 The 

other half included business executives, farmers, journalists, and 

professors. Of the three women in the study who were Senators, 

one was a housewife, one was an educator, and one was a journalist. 
Members of the House of Representatives also tend to be law-

yers. Of those serving in the House from 1957 to 1959, 54 per 

cent were lawyers, 18 per cent were businessmen, and the others 



TABLE 39 
OCCUPATIOfrn OF WOMi� Iii SEL.ti;CTI!:D GROUPS 

Of THE FEMALE !-:LITE 

.Party State Congress-
Occupation Officials Le isl a tors women Senators 

l\I=l 6 N:2 ti=-1 N= 

Housewife 41� 351' 18� 33� 
Clerical work 18 10 0 0 

Education 15 lS 12 J) 
Business 14 14 6 0 

Journalism 4 7 12 33 
Law 2 '  9 35 0 

Medicine 3 J 0 0 

Social services 2 2 6 0 

Performing and 
fine arts 1 0 6 0 

Other 3 2 0 0 

None 0 0 6 0 
iOjJ iOOJ iOIJ 99J 

were divided among the fields of education• journal ism, and .lradio, 

farming, and public service.le Although law was the occupation 
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or more of the Congresswomen than any other single occupation, 

only 35 per cent were lawyers. Eighteen per cent were housewives, 
12 per cent were journalists, and another 12 ��r cent were educa

tors; the remainder were in the perfonning arts, business. and 

the social services. 
There are a variety of flgures on the occupational groups 

in the state legi sle. tu res. One study, which included state legis-



lators from thirteen states in the decade from 1925 to 1935, 

found that 28 per cent of the legislators were lawyers, 22 per 

cent farmers, 25 per cent businessmen 1 and 6 per cent lower-

6J 

level whi te-colla.r workers and laborers.19 A study of the Wash

ington State Legislature found that in the decade from 1941 to 

1951, farmers were the largest single occupational group with a

round 20 per cent, followed closely by lawyers, who accounted for 

about 16 per cent of the legislators. However, when all the cate

gories connected with business were added together, they accounted 

for about 32 per cent of the legislatora.20 ln the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives during the 1951-52 session, 26 per cent 
of the members were lawyers, 25 per cent were the heads of busi

nesses, with an additional 10 per cent in insurance and real es

tate, 13 per cent were professionals or serni-profesaiona.ls, and 

26 per cent were employees in large organisations or were unem

ployed • 21 l t would appear that lawyers and businessmen are the 

largest occupational groups among the male state legislators. In 

contrast, the two largest occupational groups among female state 

legislators are housewives and educators, re pre sen ting 35 per cent 
and 18 per cent of the women respectively. Businesswomen make up 
14 per cent o.f the female legislators, a figure which is much low

er than that for businessmen, who usually make up one-fourth or 

more of the male legislators. Only 9 per cent of the women serv

ing in state legislatures are lawyers in contrast with the higher 
figures for men. 

Although there are no figures availab1e on the breakdown of 
occupational groups in the party organizations, it can be stated 
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with some degree of certainty that there would be differences 

between the male officials and the female officials. One dif
ference is the 41 per cent of the women holding positions in the 

parties who are housewives. Obviously none of the men in the par

ty organizations would be housewives. It is also unlikely that 

a large percentage of men would hold clerical positions, while 

18 per cent of the women do clerical work, making up the second 
largest occupational group. Only 14 per cent of the female par
ty officials were occupied in the business world, and only 2 per 

cent were lawyers. One would certainly expect a greater percent

age of the men involved in politics on this level to be business
men and lawyers. 

I.aw is the field of endeavor which is most often connected 

by many people with a political career, particularly with an 
elective political career at the state or national level. Only 

4 per cent of the women holding political positions are lawyers, 

and even though the percentage is larger for certain positions, 
it never reaches the level of male lawyers. 'fhe explanation for 

this lack of female lawyers is simple: only 3 per cent of the 

lawyers in this country are women. 22 Because of the small number 
of female lawyers, one would not expect a large p.ercen tage of the 
women in politics to be lawyers. However, the larger percentage 

of lawyers in some positions, particularly among Congresswomen, 
strongly suggests that law is indeed the occupation which those 

recruiting candidates and those voting for candidates consider 

a.n appropriate one. Whether the small number of women who choose 

law as a career is due to a lack of interest and ambition on the 



6) 

part of women or to discrimination toward women seeking entry 

into law schools, it might be predicted that the number will rise 

in the future. And as the number of .female lawyers increases, it 

may be expected that the percentage of lawyers among women holding 
political positions will increase also. 
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Religiou§ Affiliation 

The final hypothesis concerning the female elite in general 
is that women in the political elite are more likely to bf Prot9s

tant than either Catholic or Jew. This hypothesis is confirmed 

by the findings reported in the Statistical l'rofile. Seventy per 

cent of the women in the study were Protestants, 16 per cent were 

Catholics, and 3 per cent were Jews; 1 per cent expressed some 

other religious affiliation, and 11 per cent listed no religious 
preference. Data on American voters in general reveals that 6$ 

per cent are Protestant, 25 per cent Catholic, and 4 per cent 

Jewish. 23 It would appear that there is a very alight tendency 
for the women to be Protestant to a greater extent than the voting 

public, and they are less likely to be Catholics and Jews. It 
should be noted, of course, that the figures for American voters 

leave 3 per cent unaccounted for, presumably representing those 
having no religious affiliation and those having one other than 
the major three. The women :i.n this study were much more likely 

to express no religious affi 1 iation than were the voters in gen

eral. 

The tendency for the women to be Catholics or Jews to a les
ser extent than the ger.eral population is consistent with the 

findings of most studies of the male elite. For example, Donald R. 

Matthews found that both Catholics and Jews were underrepresented 
in the U.S. Senate, where gg per cent of the membership was frotes

tant, 11 per cent Catholic, and 1 per cent Jewish.24 Catholics 

have also been underrepresented in state 1egis1atures. b'or exam

ple, in Pennsylvania in 195$, C3tholics made up 46 p€r cent of 



the state's church membership, but only 34 per cent of the state 

legislators and candid ates for the legislature were Catholic. 2 5 

A study of persons holding positions in the party organizations 
found that 20 per cent of the sample was Catholic, reflecting 

once again an underrepresentation of persons affiliated with that 
faith. 26 Thus it would seem that the underrepresentation of Ca th-
olics and Jews is not a characteristic of the female elite alone, 
but is a characteristic of the political elite in general. 

The relationship between party affillation and religious af

filiation was noted previously in the discussion of party affilia

tion (see Table 26, p. 42) • It was found that the Republican wo

men were overwhe]ming1y Protestant, while the Democratic women 

had greater percentages of Catholics and Jews, a.l though the major

ity was still Protestant. The tendency for religious affiliation 
to influence party affiliation is shown more clearly in Table 40. 

TABLE 40 
f'ARTY AFFILIATION OF WOMEN IN THE l'OLITICAL 

ELITE; BI RELlGIOU S AFFILIA '!'ION 

Party 
Affiliation f'rotesta.nt Catholic Jew Other 

�N=1;26�l �N=JHq (N"'2Zl {N�2l 
Democrat 37% 60% 79'/o 56� 
Republican 61 31 16 44 
Other 

� � r$ 
0 

100% 

None 
Listed 
p� ;:1221 

50� 
44 

6 
IOOJ 

Of the Protestant women in the study, 61 per cent were Republi

cans. Of the Catholic women, 60 per cent were Democrats, and 79 

per cent of the Jewish women were: Democrats. 'l'he generally ac-



cepted idea that Protestants tend to be Republican, and Catholics 
and Jews tend to be Democrats is confirmed by the results of this 
study. 
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State and Region 

Based upon the finding of a previous study on female state 

legislators that women were more likely to be found in the legis

latures of states with small populations, 27 the following hypoth

esis was formulated: Women i.n elective position§. are likel:x, to 

hold office in states with ;small pop;µlations. This hypothesis 
seems to be supported by the data from this study, as is shown by 
Table 41. Of the 339 women holding elective office, only 24 per 

TABLE 41 

PEHChNTAGE OF BLECTKD WO�J!:N WHO CAME 
FROM MO:JT HEAVILY AND MOST 3PAR3ELY 

PO f-ULA TE,D STA TES 

State Size Group 

12 Largest States 
12 Smallest States 
26 Middle States 

Elected Women 
(N 339) 

24% 
32 

� 

cent were from the twelve states with the largest populations, 

wh:i.le 32 per cent were from the twelve states with the smallest 

populations. This finding seems even more significant in light 

of the much larger percentage of all the women in the study who 

came from the most heavily populated states as cnmpared to the 

most sparsely populated states; 37 per cent of all the women were 

from the largest states, 14 per cent from the smal1est. 

But when the women i.n elective positions are divided into 
the three largest groups - state legislators, state officials, 
and U.S. CongrE2suwomen - it becomes obvious that the hypothesis 

holds true only for two of the three groups. 'l'able 42 reveals 
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TABLE 42 

PERCENTAGE OF ELECTED WOMEN WHO CAME lt'ROlt� 
MOST HEAVILY AND M03T SPARSELY 

POP'JI.ATED STATES; BY TYPE 
or E;LECTED POSITION 

State State Congress-
State Size Group Lef islators Officials women 

N=27J) (N=26) (N=l8} 
12 Largest States 18� 151' 01% 
12 Smallest States 36 35 6 
26 Middle States 

� � � 
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l;arty 
Officials 

(N=ll,.05/ 
40� 
10 

� 

that female state legislators and female state officials are more 
l ikely to come from the smaller states than they are from the 

larger states. However, the reverse is true for the women serv

ing in the U.S. House of Representatives. Why this should be so 

is d ifficu1t to explain. The original hypothesis was generally 

based upon two suppositions, the first being that a woman has a 

better chance of Lei.ng elected in a state where election districts 
are smaller. Because a certain percentage of all voters are un

willing to vote for a female candidate, it is more important for 

a woman candidate to become known to the voters through personal 

appearances, and such personal campaigning is much easier when 

there are fewer voters to reach. The second supposition is that 

the small�r states are more likely to be one-party states and a. 

woman therefore is more 1 ikely to be nominated by party officials. 

It has been sugvested th�:i.t those r�; s ponsi ble for nominating their 

party's candidates are not like)y to nomir1ate women unless their 

party is assured of victory (or defeat). In other words, women 

are not Jikely to be nominatt:d to c,:::.rry a party's standard in a 



closely contested election. While there may be some validity to 

the two suppositions, they do not seem to be entirely accurate, 

tor they fail to shed any light on the definite tendency for Con
gresswomen to come from heav:tly populated states. 
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The picture becomes even more confusing when the three groups 

are divided according to the geograrhical re�:ion in which their 

state is located, as in Table 43. Half of the Congresswomen and 

TAULF. 43 

GEOGHA11t!IC1\L REGION3 FROM WHICH wo:MEN W�RE 
ELLCT�D; BI TIPE OF RIECTiD �OSlTlON 

Geographical State State Congress-
Region Leri sla tors Officials women 

N::273) 
. 

(?i= 26) (N=l8) 
East 49� 15% 50% 
Midwest 19 15 2S 
South 10 42 0 
West 22 

� 
22 

� lOOJ 

Party 
Officials 

(N:lhQ.iL 
17% 
37 
20 
26 

rooJ; 

almost half of the female state legislators came from the East, 

while the highest perc�mtage of the state off icia1 s, 42 per cent, 

came from the South. It should be noted, however, that even 
though both Congresswomen and state legislators tended to come 

from the East, they did not necessar i1y come from the same st.ates 

in the East. Of the nine Congresswomen frou1 the East, seven came 

from states which ranked among the twelve most populous states. 

On the other hand, of the 134 women state legislators from the 
East, 45 per cent came from two states alone, those states being 

New Hampshire and Vermont, both of which are among the twelve 

least populated states. The four Eaatern states which are among 



the most populous states accounted for only 13 per cent of the 

legislators from the l:�ast. It becomes clear, then, that female 

legi.sl ators tend to be found in the smaller ha.stern states, while 

Congresswomen tend to be found in the larger ha.stern states. 
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The state officials elected ln t he South were all from states 

ranking, according to po�,ulation, in the middle twenty-six states. 
None were from the three heavily populated Southern states, and 
there were no Southern states ranking among the least por-ulated 

states. Five of the state officta.1 s were serving or had served 

in Alabama, the only state which could claim more than two femal� 

state officials. One possible explanation for the comparatively 

large number of female state officials in the South is the "one
party11 status, at least unti1 recently, of most of the Southern 

states. As noted previously, it has been suggested that a lack 

of party competition is more conducive to female candidates than 
closely contested elections. Unfortunately, such an explanation 

fails to account for the fact that the South is the worst area of 
the country in terms of electing female state legislators and 

Congresswomen. The explanat:tons offered for the tendencies of 

women to be elected in certain regions of the country and in 

either heavily or sparsely populated stt"'tes, while they may par
tia1.1y explain such tendenciest do not offer a c0mt-1ete ari.swer. 

Party officials represent the largest group of nonelected 

women, as ·4ell as the largest group in the study as a �ole. Half 
of the women holding positions in the party organizations were from 

the middle twenty-six states in population rank, 40 per cent were 

from the twelve J:1rgest, and 10 p€'r cent were from the twelve 
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sma l l e st ( see Table  42 ) . Certain ly it wo uld appear tha t popula

t i on h a s  som e  influence o n  the numb e r  o f  women acc e pted i n to  the 

pa rty ranks . However , it clearl y is n ot the o n l y  fa c to r , for of 
the fi ve s tat e s  hav i ng the largest pe r c e ntages of the female par

ty o ffi c i a l s , on l y  two , Cal iforn ia and Oh io , we re among t he most 

heav i l y  po pul a t ed s ta t e s . The other th ree , .M inne sot a , Mi sso uri , 

and C o l orad o , we re among the t went y- six sta t e s  fa l l ing between the 
mo st he avi ly and mo st spar sel y po pula ted s tat e s . Whether the par

ty organ i zat io n s i n  the latter three s t at e s are m o re o pen t o  women 

i s  d i ffi cult to say ; certa i. nl y  t hat i s  one poss ible e xplana tion . 
Unfortunate ly , i t  i s  i m po ss ible to k n ow  w hat t h e  ex planation for 
t he relat ive ly l a rge numb e r  o f  fema le pa rty offi c ia l s  i n  t. he se 
t hree sta te s i s  wi thout a m ore thorough e xam i. na t i on . Ne ither doe s 

there s e e m  t o  be any expl anat i on for th e fa ct that we l l  ov e r  a 

th i rd  o f  t he wome n par ty off i cia l s were found in t he Mid we st , a s  

Table 4 3  shows , whi l e  on l y  1 7  pe r c e nt wer e fo und in the �a st , a 

reg:i  on wh i. c h  se e m s  to be so favorable for wome n s ee king e l e c t ive 

off i c e . 

Other i n te re st ing re sul t s  in re lation to popula tion a nd re 

g ion we re found in regard t o  par ty a ff i l ia t i o n . Women in the 

sma l l e st stat e s  in t e rm s  o f  po pula t i o n  ran k tended t o  be Re publ i 

can to a greater d egree than wo men in the largest stat e s ,  although 

in bo th groups t he Re publ icar1 s  g reat ly out numbered t h e  Democra t s  

( see Ta ble 44 } .  I n  the smalle st s tat e s 1 64 per c ent of the wo men 

were Re pub1 i c an s , com pa red t o  3 6  per cent who w ere Democ rat s .  In 

th e l a rg e st stat e s  the figures we re 59 per c e nt a nd 40 per cen t 

re spe c t iv el y , w i th 1 per cen t  re po rt i ng aff i l i ati o n  w it h  a th ird 



TABLE 44 

f AH.Tl A>'FILIATI ON OF WUMBN lN THE 
f'OLI TICAL ELITE ;  BY FO FULA TION 

SIZE Of STATES 

Party Affi l la t ion 
1 2  Large s t  

Sta te s 
( N=717 ) 

1 2  Sma l l e st 
States 
( N =-261z) 

Demo crat 
Re pub l i can 
Other 

40� 
59 

1 
nm 

26 �idd l e  
State s 
( N�9Z't l 

pa rty . However ,  a greate r  number of th e wo me n  i.n th e t wenty- six 

midd le state s we re Democ rats tha n were Re publ i ca n s ; 48 per c ent 
we re Den1ocrat s ,  4 5  pe r c ent Re pub l i ca ns ,  and 1 pe r cent mem bers 

o f  o ther part i e s .  

In each reg i on , Re publ i cans ou tnumbered Demo crat s .  Table 4 5  
shows that , a s  m igh t b e  expe cted , the re wa s  a grea ter per cen tage 

TABLE 4 5  
PARTY A FFI LI ATION OF W'OlJl£N lN TH� POLITICAL 

ELITE ; BT GEOGRAJ'H I CAL REG .ION 

Party A ffil ia.t ion -Ea st Midwest South 
{ N = 439 ) {N==620 }  ( N"''1;08J 

Democrat 42% 42� 48% 
Re publ i can 57 47 5 2  
Other l 

rMJ 
0 

!OOJ IOOJ 

We st 
l N =484 ) 

43� 
57 

0 
IOOJ 

of Democrat s i n  the South t han i.n the oth er r eg ions .. In t he Mid
we st , 11 per cent of t he wmrie n wer e mem ber s of p;.:1 r t i e  s o t her than 

the two ma jor on e s , com par ed wi t h  le ss t h an 1 per cen t in t h i s 

ca t e go ry i n  t he othe r thr ee re gion s ..  Th e pr ima ry re a s o n  for th i s  
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i s , of  c o u r s e , the pre sen ce of the Demo crat ic Free Labor Party 

in Minn e sota to wh i ch the ma j o rity of th e w om en hold ing po sit ions 

in t hat sta t e  be l o nged . It might be argued that s in c e  t h e se wo 

men are l ik e l y  to su pport the Democ ra ti c .Part y  natio nal l y ,  it 

we l 1  may be that in the Mid west the Demo c rat i c  women a re not in 

the m :J. n o r i t y . It would s ee m , then , t hat the tend en cy for wome n 

in t he pol i t i ca l e l it e  to be Re pu b l i can is o n e  wh i ch o c c ur s in 
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the la rge and sm a l l stat e s , bu t not t he midd le s ta te s , and i n  al l 
th e geogra ph i c  reg ion s ,  wi th t he possi bl e  exce pt ion of the Midwe st .  

There a r e  a fe w other d if teren ce s am ong t h e  g r ou p s whi ch may 

be wor th n ot ing . In regard t o  re l ig ious aff i l ia t io n , t he Ea st 
va r i ed sub s tan t i a l l y  from t he  other t hr e e  reg io n s , ha ving larger 

percentage s of bot h Cath ol i c s  and J ews , and a s mal l e r  pe rcen tage 

ot Prote stan t s . The South wa s the mo st pre d orr. ine ntl y lro testant 

reg ion {see Table  46 ) .  Tab le 47  re vea l s  that the wo men in the 

TABLE 46 
RELI GIOU 3 AFitI LI ATION 01'' WOMltN IN THE POL ITICAL 

£LITE ; BY OEOGrlA FHI CAL REG I ON 

Re l ig ious Affi l iat ion Ea st Midwe st South 
'N =2!.t2 l � N=620 l  {N==�lO l 

Prote stant 59% 72% 76'!-
Cathol i c  24 17 10 
Jew 6 2 2 
Other l 0 0 
N one l i sted 11  8 1 1  

103 99J 9970 

we st 
P�=!t8�� 
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- 1 3  

3 
0 

1 2  
� 

smal l e st stat e s  had a s l igh t l y  l owe r l e ve l o f  edu cat i on than the 
women i n  the l a rg e s t  and mi.dd le stat e s , al th oug h the d iffe re n c e s  

a r e  smal l . But wome n i n  t he � id we st ha d a s igni f i c a nt l y l ower 



TABLE 47 

EDU CATIOf; LEVhL OF �vot<:E N I N  THE } OLITl CAL 
E L I TE ;  BY P0 1 ' U LATION SI ZE OV STATE 

Education Level 

D id not c om pl e te hig h s choo l  

H igh school grad uate 

Attend ed col l e g e , no degree 

C o l l ege grad uat e  

Advan ced d egree ( s ) 

AND BY G1WGH A H l I C A L  tttG IUN 

(/) 
tD a> 
Ci) +.> O') 
+> C!S Q) 
CC) +.> +> 
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Cf) +> 
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l evel o.f educ a t ion t han women in the ot her th ree re g i on s . 'i'he 

l•ad we sterners had l ar g er pe rcent age s or wo im n  who h ad ne ve r at
tend ed col lege , and smal ler pe rcenta ge s of wom en wi th col lege 

d egree s and ad va n c ed degree s .  Why the Mid we st should be d iffer
er1t from the other re gi o n s  in thi s re s pect is d i ffi c ult to say . 

Certa i n l y the Midwest i s  rura l and trad i tiona l i n  it s l i fe s tyle , 
bo th o f  wh i ch m i gh t  aff e ct th e l ikeli hood of wome n to re ce i ve 
ad vanc ed ed u ca t ion , b ut t he Sout h  i s  a l so rura l and t rad i t ional 
in i t s  l ife styl e , an d the Sout h had mo re wo men who were col l ege 
grad uate s and had advan ced degre es tha n a ny of the oth e r  g rou ps .  

��atever th e rea son , the Midwe s t e rn women wno ho ld po siti on s  of 

pol it :ical in fl uence are le ss we l l  educated than t he women in the 

o t h e r  geogra ph i ca l  reg i on s . 
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Expe r i ence 

Two final hy pothe se s c o n c e rn the pre v io u s  pol iti cal exper i

e n c e  of women who have be en e 1 e e ted t o  na t i ona l off i c e s . The 

fi rst of th e se i s  a s  fol lows : Women in nat ional el e ctive PO§i
tion s  are l i ke lx t o  have had pri or se rvi ce i n  the sta t e  leg!sla
ture s o r  oth e r  s t at e  offi c9s . Th i s  hypothe s i s  wa s  ba sed upon 
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the a s sum pt ion t hat a woman is mo re l ikel y  to be nom inat ed and 
e l e ct ed to a na t iona l off i ce if she ha s " pro ven her se lf" by cam

pa ign i ng for t winn i ng ,  and serv ing in an el e ct i ve o ff i ce on the 
stat e l e v e l . Howeve r ,  th i s  d oe s  not appear t o  be th e ca s e . Of 

the twe n t y - on e  women who had served or we re ser ving in na tio nal 

e l e c t i ve o ff i c e  on ly e i gh t , or 3 8  per cen t , had se rv ed in a sta t e  

e l e ct i ve o ff i c e . Of tho se wh o ha d  such e x per i en ce , s e v e n  had pre 

v i ou s l y  been stat e legi s l a tor s ,  a nd  o n e  had b e en  a stat e o ff i cia l . 
A se cond hy po the s i s  i s  clo se l y  rel a ted to t h e  fir st : Women 

in n a t iona l e le ctive oo s i t ion s a.re more l i k el y to ha ve had pre v i 
o u s  experien ce on the stat e l e ve l  than are me n who hold nationa l  
e l e ct i ve po s i t ion s . It wa s though t t ha t  i t  might be mo re n e c e s 

sary for a fe ma l e  c a ndid ate to have exper ien ce in o rd er to be 
. ele cted than for a ma l e  cand id a t e  to ha ve such exper ien ce . lt 
h a s  been sugg e s t ed t hat pol iti c al expe r i e nce i s  mo re cruci al for 
a woman Congre s s i o na l  cand idate than fo r  a man , ba sed upon a com
pari son of fre s hmen re pre sentat ive s . 2 g How ever , on the ba s i s  of 
the find ing s  of t h i s study an d  t he  sma 1 1  am ount o f  info rmat i o n  
wh i ch c o u l d  b e  found con c ern ing t he m e n  i n  Cong re ss , i t  wou ld ap
pear that a bout t h e  s am e  per centa ge of me n as of wom e n  i n  Cong re s s  

have had pre v i o us e x per i en ce i n  e l e c t iv e  po sit i o n s  o n  th e s ta te 



l e vel . It should be not ed , h oweve r ,  tha t th e mos t  re cen t figure s 

found fo r the me n we r e  from the B3rd Cong re ss , in 1 9 5 2 - 53 . In 

I I 

the Hou se o f  Re pre sen t a t ive s in 1 9 5 2 , 40 pe r c en t  o r  t h e  members 

had served in t he s ta te legi slatu re s  or ot he r sta t e  e l e c t ive po s i 
t i on .  29 or t h e  e i ght e e n  women in th i s  s tudy wh o  were or had bee n 

serv inr, i n  the House , se ven , or 3 9  per c en t , ha d pr ev ious expe r i 

e n c e  i n  a sta t e  e l e c t i ve po si t i.on . There fo re , on the ba s i s of 
th i s  i n forma t ion , t h e  hy pot he si s doe s n ot a ppear to be c on fi rmed , 

and i t  would s e em t h a t  Congre s swomen have n o  mor e  or no l e s s ex

pe rience tha n  Congr e s smen when they eut e r  the Hous e .  
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CHA f'TER V 

CONCLUSIONS 

Symmaa 

Having con sidered the variou s hypo the se s propo s ed , gener

a l i zat ions may be mad e about t he wom en in th i s  coun try who can 

be con s id ered pa rt of the po l iti cal el ite . It m a y  b e  hel pful t o  
profile a " t yp i cal" fema l e  po l i t i cian , kee ping i n  m ind that few 

wome n in the s t ud y  woul d actua l ly f it the des cri pt ion on e very 
single po int . However , the ty pi ca l  woman hold i ng a pol iti cal po 

s i t ion i s  marr i ed a nd has c h i ldren . She i s  m iddle-aged , but held 

her f i r s t  po l i t i ca l  pos it ion before the age of forty . She i s  a 

Prote stant , a member of the Re publ ican Pa rt y , a nd ha s  s o me po st 
h igh schoo l educat ion , but no t n e c e ss a ri l y  a co l l ege degree . The 

typi cal woman i n  pol i ti c s  ha s a job o ut s id e t he  home a s  ei ther an 

ed u c ator , bu s i ne s swoma n , or c leri cal work e r , a n d  she belong s t o  

four o r  more non pol i t i c al a ss oc i ati on s . He r po s it ion i n  t he pol i 
t i c a l  world i s  a s  a party officia l  o n  the sta t e  o r  count y le vel 
in a Mid we stern s t a t e . 

The above d Et s c r i pt i on i s  co nc erned wi th the fi nd ing s  o.f th i s  
stud y i n  r eg a rd  t o  t h e  fema le el i te in ge neral . Other find ings 

con c e rn ed t he sub-grou ps w ith in the fema le el i te . Wome n hold ing 
ele c t  1 ve po sit ion s a re sl igh t l y  mo re l i k e ly to wor k out sid e the 

home than a r e  women hold i ng  n on e le c t i v e  po si t io n s . They a r e  a l so 

l i k e l y  t o  have a h igh er l e ve l  o f  edu cat io n t ha n  n on e l ected wo men . 
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And with the e xce ption o f  women e l e cted to Cong re s s , the y  are 

more l i kely to be e le cted in sta t e s  with sma l l  popu lations t han 
t h o se with l arge po pulati on s . Women el ected t o  po s i tions o n  th e 
nat iona l level a re l i kely t o  h ave a high er edu ca tion le ve l than 
tho se elected t o  pos i t i on s  on the st ate l evel . Howe ver , the y a.re 

not l ike l y  t o  ha ve had previous exper ien ce in e le cti ve o ff i ce on 

the stat e l e ve l . Women serving in t he party organizati ons on the 

nat i ona l l evel are more h ighly ed uca t ed t ha n  tho s e  serving in the 

state or l o c a l  pa rty o rgan i sations . 

O ..L  

An at tempt al so wa s mad e  t o  com pare t he fe ma l e  e l ite to the 

ma l e  e l ite . Dat a  con cerning the ed ucation le vel s of men and wo

men in various pol it i ca l  po sit ions , while not c oncl us ive , ind i ca t e  

that the fema l e  pol i t i c ian s , wi th the poss ibl e e xc e pt ion of female 

state legi slators , are some wh a t  le ss wel l  edu c at ed  than t h ei r ma l e  

count e r par t s . Data conce rn in g the �ge s of mal e and fema l e  pol i 
ti c ian s wa s a l so not conc l u s ive . Ther e  appe a rs t o  be a sl ight 
t enden cy for w omen in the various pol iti ca l  po s i tio n s  to be old er 
than the i r  mal e  coll e agu e s , but th i s  may or ma y  not be be cause 

women hold t he i r  fi r st po l i t i cal J..'OS iti on at a later age tha n men , 

a s  wa s s pe culated . There wa s al so some d iff i cu lty in find i ng re

cent d a ta co n cern ing the pr ev iou s e xper ien c e  in el ecti ve off ice 

o n  t he sta t e  l evel on t he part of me n  s e rving in Congre ss . How
e ve r , on t h e  ba s i s  o f  wha t  wa s  fo und , it ap pe a r s  t hat Co ng re s s

wome n a re not l ike l y  to be e i ther mor e exper ie nced or l e ss ex
pe rien ced than Congre ssmen in terms of pre vi ou s l y  hold ing a state 

elect ive po s i t i o n . 

One a r e a  i n  wh i ch t h ere was suffic ie nt. da ta nva i l a b l e  and in 



wh i ch it wa s po s s i b l e  to confinn a hy po the sis wa s t h a t  o f  occupa

t ion . It can be stated wit h some a s s uran ce that women in th e 

pol it i cal e l ite a r e  l ike ly to ha ve d i ffe rent o c c u pa t ion s t han the 

mal e  e l i te . Thi s stateme nt was found to be true for fo ur polit i
cal po s i t ion s : senators , re pre sen ta t ive s , s tat e l e g i slato rs , and 

party o ffic i a l s . Male senator s a nd repre sen tative s tend t o  be 

lawyers , wi th bu s i ne s smen running a d i stant se co ri d . None of the 
femal e senato r s  we re l awyers or bus ine sswome n , and although law 
i s  t h e  o c c u pati on of more of' the Congre s swomen t han any othe r s in 

gl e o ccupat ion , i t  i s  s o  t o  a l e s s er extent t h an for Congre ssmen . 
Other o c c u pa ti o n s engaged in by Congre s swomen are j ourna l ism a nd  

education , with ho usewive s co ns t ituting t he s econd large st o c cu

pa t t ona l gro u p . Mal e  state l e g i s l a t or s  t e nd  t o  be busine ssmen , 
lawyers , and in s o me stat e s , farme rs .  The two large st occupat ion

al gro u p s  among t he wome n are hous ewi ve s a nd  edu ca t ors , wi t h  bus i

n e s swome n and l awye r s  re pre se nt ing much smal ler pe rcentage s .  And 
fina l l y ,  e ven th ough the re i s  n o  d a ta ava i l able on the occ u pa t i on
al grou ping s  of m e n  in th e party organ i s at i on s , it seem s fair to 

a s sume that the two large st occ u pati on grou ps of su c h  men would 
not be housewive s a nd c ler ica l wor ke rs , a s  t h ey a r e  f or t h e  w omen 

serv ing in th e pa rty organi sations . ::lo e ven t houg h the re a re some 
o c cu pa t i on s  wh i ch a re c ommon to bo t h  me n and women in pol it i c s , 

the two grou p s  tend t o  be d rawn from d iff e re nt occ upat ion s .  
Thus the re com e s  into fo cus a pi cture of the wome n who ha ve 

a ch i eved suc c e s s  in t he fie ld o f  pol i t:i. c s . They a re in many way s  
s im i lar to wome n i n  t he g en era l po pu lati o n , par t i cular ly in regard 

to the i.r ma r i ta l s tat u s , fa m i ly s i ze , and re l igi o n . uut they d i f-



fe r from women out s id e  pol iti c s  in t erm s  of the level  of ed ucat ion 

they have achi eved , part i c i pat i on in wor k  out si de t he h ome , and 
part i c i pation in n on pol i t i. ca l  organ i sat ions . There are al so d if

feren ce s among the gro u ps wi thin t he el 1 te • d i ffer en c e s  in educa

t i on l evel s ,  in o c c upat i o n s ,  and in pla ce s o f  re s iden ce . And the 

women wh o  a re pa rt o f  the el it e al so a re d iffe rent from t he ma.le 

e l i te in terms o f  age , ed ucation leve l s , and o c c u pa t i on s , while 
the two s e xe s a r e  al i ke in te rms of t he am ount of p reviou5 experi 
ence had by tho se in na tional. ele ctive o ff i ce . 



Theoret&sial ImP±ica£ion1 
It might be questi oned what relat ionsh i p  the find ing s of 

th i s  s t ud y  have t o  t h e  genera l t he ory o f  po l i t i ca l  e l ite s . first 

or all , or co urse , it pre sent s a c l e arer pi cture or the e l ite in 
the U n i ted Sta t e s  by clar ifying t he cha ra cter i st i c s  of one seg

ment of that e l ite , women . It should be no ted , howe ve r , that 
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the aut hor i s  cogni sant of th e fa c t  that t he  d ef i n it i on of the 
e l i te used i n  th i s  stud y i s  a na r row one , en compa ss i ng only th o se 
i n  positi ons  o f  d 1. re c t  infl uence in t he nat i o nal , state , and lo

cal gove rnme nt s and part y st ru c tu re s . Tho se pe r so n s  who a r e  in 

po s it i on s  t o  ind ire c t ly influence th e pol iti ca l d e c i s ion-mak ing 

pro ce s s , such a s  merr.bers of t he bu s ine ss a nd mi li tary s e c t. or s ,  

we re no t cons id ered . De s pite this omi ss i o n , it is of va lue to 

d i scover more a bout t h os e women wh o ha ve atta i.ned po s t tions of 

infl uence in what ha s trad i t iona l ly bee n a mal e -dominated se ctor 

of s o c i ety . For wh i l e  t he se women ha ve some cha ra ct er i st i c s  in 

common wit h  t he ma l e  e l ite , they a r e  a l so d iffere nt from the ir 
mal e col league s . In l ight of the cu rr ent in tere st in grea ter par

t icipat ion in po l i t i c s  by wo men , it se ems par t i cu larl y re le vant 

to exam i n e  mo re c l o s e l y t ho se wo men wh o  are al ready acti ve l y  par

t i c i pating :ln the po l i ti ca l  d e c i s i o n-mak ing pro c e ss . 
An o t her r e a son for study ing the s e  w omen i s  to fi nd ou t what 

c lue s they m i g ht o ffe r a s  t o  chang e s  wh i ch a re  occ urr ing i n  so ci

e ty . By c om pa rin g  wha t i s  kn own about the women invo lv ed in po l i

t i c s  i n  t he pa s t  w i t h  t he f ind ing s  of t h i s stud y , and in tu rn the 

find ing s of th i s  stu dy wi th some f ut u re s tudy , one migh t hope to 

find some 'i nd 1 c a t i o n s of t he c hanging ro l e  of w ome n in so c iety , o r  



o f  cha ng e s  in t h e  po l i t i c a l. system i n  re s pon se t o  so c ie tal change s .  

Due t o  the smal l number of in ter pr(� t i ve work s in t h i s are a , i t  i s  

ne ce ssary to l im it one ' s  com par i so n  to two groups - Cong r e s swomen 

and sta te l eg i sla tor s . A compar i s on of the find i ng s of thi s stud y  
wi th tho se o f  E.mmy We rner ' s  " Women in Congre ss : 1 917- 1964" 1 r e 

vea l s  some d 1 f feren c e s  w hi c h  m ight re fle c t  change s in soc ie ty . 

One su ch d i f feren ce i s  t he edu c at i on leve l s  a tt ai ne d  by the two 
grou ps . We rn e r  re por ted that about 80 pe r c en t  of her gro u p  had 

tra ining beyond h igh s c hoo l , wi t h  mo re than ha l t  ha ving graduated 

from co l l ege . In the current gro up , 94 per cen t had tra ining 
beyong h i gh schoo l , and 76 pe r c en t  grad uat ed from col le ge , wi t h  

mo re t han ha l f  ho ld ing ad van c ed degree s .  Certa i n l y  t hi s  ca n be 

seen a s  an i nd i cati o n  of t he ri si ng l evel of ed uc a tion among women 

in genera l , pa rt i c ularly in regard t o  higher edu cat ion . Au other 

ind t eat ion o f  c hange is the d i ff e re nce in occ upatio n s  be tw e e n  the 

two grou ps . The mo st c ommon o ccu pa t ion p ri o r  t o  servi c e  in Con 
gre sB o f  Wern er ' s  wome n w a s  t ea ch ing . The m o st comm o n  pr i or o c 

cu pat i on o f  t he Cor,gresswome n in th i s stud y was law .  Thi s  d if .. 

fe rence may ind i c a te the grea te r a c ce pta nc e of wome n per forming 
in what wa s previou s l y  th ought o f  a.s a ma l e  o cc upa t i on . Anot her 

d i fference be twe en the groups i s  the t e nd e n cy to ha ve had prior 

serv i ce i n  the s tat e leg i s l a tures or oth er state off i ce s ;  t hre e

fourt h s  o f  We rn er ' s  group had such servi ce , but o n l y  JB  pe r  cent 
o r  the Congre s swome n in th i s  study had . It wou ld a ppea r  that wo ... 

men e l e cted mo r e  r e c en t l y  have found it l e ss ne c e s sary to ha ve 
" prove n  thern st� l  ve s "  o n  thtt s t ate l e ve l  be fore a iming higher . 

One f i nd i ng o f  We rne r  whi ch d i d n ot appea r  to ha v e  chang ed 
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wa s that o v e r  one- t h i rd o f  t he women i n  Con gre ss had husband s 

who had served i n  C ongre s s . About one - th ird of the wome n in Con
gre ss in th i s  s tudy had po l it i c a l  ca ree r s ba sed u pon th at o f  the i r  
hu sband s .  However , thi s a pparen t l a c k  of c ha nge i n  th is are a 

might b e  d e c e pt ive . Vour o f  the women i n cl ud ed in th i s  s tud y  who 
we re wid ows o f  Congre s sme n or Sen ator s we re no longer a c ti ve , but 
we re ret i red at t h e t i.me of the i r l i st ing . l t  wou ld be expe cted 
that a survey of the w o me n  pre sen tly se rving i n  Co ng re s s  w ould 
have d i ffere n t  re sul t s , a s  the t end en cy today i s  for w omen to be 

e l e cted on t h e i r  own ra ther t ha n  a s  a su cc e s s o r to the i r  d e c ea sed 
hu s band s .  

In r ega rd t o  t he femal e sta te leg l sla tors , o n e  ma y co m pa re 
Emmy lAfe rn e r  • s " Women in the Stat e Leg i s la ture s" 2 to t he fi nd ing s  

o f  th i s  s tud y . The on) y d i ffe re n ce be t wee n the two gro u p s  is 

t he ir re s pe c t i ve educ a t ion le vel s . .  Ko st of t he wo me n  in Werner' s 
sampl e had s o me fo rm o f  po st-high sc hoo l ed u c ation , b ut le s s  t ha n 

hal f  grad ua t ed from co l l ege . rviost of the women leg i s la to r s  in 
th i s  s tu d y , 82 pe r cent , had some form of po st- h igh s ch oo 1 ed uca

t i. on , and m o r e  t han h al f graduated from college . Th is d i fference 

may be ye t a no t he r  ind i cation o f  t h e  way t he e d u ca t i on l e vel of 
Am e r i can wo mf' n h a s  r i sen , e ven o v e r  th e fe w ye ar s s i n ce wlerner ' s 

sampl e o f  wom e n  i n  t he 1964 sta t e  l e g i s la tur e s . 

A s  to the find i ng s  o f  f ut ure s t ud i e s , o ne might fi nd furth er 
ed u ca t t ona l a nd o cc u pa ti o na l  cha ng e s  a nd a fur t her d e crea se in 

t h e  n umber o f  wo me n e l e c ted o n  t he b a s is o f  t.he i r  hus ba nd s ' care e r s  

i n  Congre s s . On e m i Eht al s o  e x pe ct an i rj c re a se i n  th e number o f  
women w h o  w i J.1 b e  s e r v ing i n  C ongr e s s  i n  f u tu r e  yea r s .  



Cf 

One curren t 1 y controve r s i a l to pi. c  in rega rd to e l it i st theo 

ry i s  t he d i s c u s s ion o f  the pa rt pla yed by e l it e s  in a d emoc ra cy . 

A c cord i ng to the cla s s i c  theori st s o f  el ite do c trine , " there may 
e xi st in any so c i e t y  a m i nori ty of t h e  populat i on wh i ch make s the 

major d e c i s i on a  in the so c i ety . "  3 This m inor1 ty is the e l i te , a 

c ohe rent , un t t ed , and sel f- con s c ious gro up .  The c la ss i c  t e xt s  of 

e l i t i st thought - V i l fredo Pareto ' s  Th� Mind are Society , Gaetano 

Mo s c a ' s The Rul ing Clas§ , and Robe rt Michel s '  s J'olitical P1rtie s -

are ant i -d em o c rat i c  in nature . They . cla im tha t the el i t e  ga i n s  
i t s  po s i t i on by me an s ot her tha n ord in ary e l e cti on , or , i f  th e r e  

a re tho se among the el i te who a re e l e cted , the y cla i m  tha t e l e c
t o ra l  v i c tory i s  not gained e ntire ly by o pe n  d em oc ra t, i c m ea n s . 4 

The vi ews e x pr e s sed by the se e l i t i st s  a re o bviou s ly not in a cc ord 
with t he c l a ss i c a l  theo ry o f  d emo c racy wh i c h  co nce ive s o f  d emo

cracy a s  a m ean s o f  g rowth and d e vel o pmen t for the indi vid ua l  
t hrough part i c i pat i on in d e ci s i o n s  a ffe cti ng h i s  l ife . The prob

l em of r e c o n c i l in g  e1  i t i  sm and democ ra cy l ed to the formula tion 
o f  a t he ory o f  d emo crat ic e l i t i sm w h i c h  re je c t s  bo th t he el i t i st s ' 

v iew of an un c h e c ked m i nor i t y  rul ing the ma s s e s  and the demo crat s '  

view o f  a mas s  par t i c i, pat i o n  i n  governme n t  by a l l  c i t i zen s .  The 
d emoc rat i c  e l i t i st s a rgue that s in c e  i t  i s  ine vi ta bl e i n  a mod ern 

so c ie ty t h at t h e re w i l l  be a n  e l i te , that is a sma l l  gr ou p wh i ch 

make s the d e c i s ion s for t he rest of s o c i e t y , d e mo c ra cy should be 
red e f ined a s  f o l low s : Demo c ra cy may be sa id t o  e x i s t  i n  a so c ie t y  
wh en t he re i s  c o ; ; : pe t it io n  bet ..,.1ee n  e l i t e s  for t he peo pl e s '  vo te s , 
an o pen so c i e ty wi t b  ind e pend en t po l i t i c a l pa r t i e s and pre ss ure 
groups , and t he e x i s t en c e  of t h +:;  ca pa c i t y  of the t o t a l i ty of the 



commun ity to ge t into t he poli t i cal game in a me an ingful way . 5  
What ,  then , d o  these theor i e s  and d eft ni ti on s  o f  d emo cracy 

have to d o  wi t h  the f i nd ings o f  th i s  s tud y '!  I t  i s  not t he pur
po se here t o  d e t erm ine wh i ch v i ew of d emoc ra cy i s  o r  sh ould be 
t h e  c orre c t  o n � . The pur po s e  i s  t o  fi r st loo k at t he role o f  
women in so c i e ty and in i t s  E3 1  i te and th en to di scus s the rela
t i on s b  i p of t hat r o l e to democ ra c y . The var io u s  charact e r i sti c s  
and a t t r i bute s of t he wome n wh o have been succ e .osful in po l iti c s  
h ave been d i s c u s sed , a s  �<fe l l  a s  th e d i ffe rences be t we e n  t h e  va r i 
o u s  groups .. ,vi t h i n  t he e l i te , but o n e  char act{:?ri sti c wh i c h  th ey 
a 1 1  have in common ha s no t bee n em ph asi zed . That c hara c t e ri st i c  
t s  t h (� fa ct t hat t h e  w om en who a.re pa rt of the e l i t e a re a d e f i 
n i te a nd d 'l s t in c t  m inor i ty ,  rega rd le s s  of wh i c h g ro u p  w i t h i n  the 
e l i t e  th ey a r e a part . Women mad e u p  only about 1 2  per cent of 
the pe opl e who w e r e  l i sted in Who ' s  Who in Ameri ga n  Pol itics , 
1971 -72 . In t e rm s  of e l e c t ed po sit i on s , wo me r: mak e u p  a d i smal 
l y  sma l l  pe rcentage . They hold only 4 p e r  c en t  o f  th e nat i on ' s  

7 , 700 state l e g i s l at i ve s e at s , 4 pe r c ent or le ss o f  t he 43 5 

Hou se se a t s ,  and pre sentl y a re not e v e n  re pre s ent ed i n  the Sena te . 6  
I t  i s  mo re d i f f i cuJ t t o  obt a i n  exa c t  fig ure s for the party o rgan i

zat i ons , but t h e re is no ind i ca t ion that w ome n  c om prise anyth ing 

ne a r  ha 1 f o f  t he po s i t i on s .  7 'l'he except i on i s  in th e na tional  
comm itt t::e s  whe re e a c h  s tate i s  r e pre s e n ted by o n e  m a n  and one wo -

man a c c o rd i n g  t o  a 50- 50 ru l e . Un for tun a t e l y , t hi s  ru l e , wh i ch 

wa s t o  prov id e a pra ct i ca l  so lut ion to t he e n t r an c e  of wome n into 

part y pol t t :t c s , d oe s  not a l. way s work out a s  it wa s me ant t o . 
E l e an o r  Ro os eve l t  i s  quot ed a s  sa y ing , " Too o f ten th e v i ce c h a i r -



men and t he comm i t t e ewomen are sel e c ted by th e me n , who na tura l ly 

pi ck wom e n  who w i l l  go a l ong wit h t hem a nd no t g:i. ve the m  a ny trou-

ble . �h h t b " s  
, u s  t ey are a p  to e mere sto oge s • • • •  l t  would s e em 

that e v en whe re t he n umb e rs a ppe ar more re pre s en tat ive , t he qual i
ty of re pre sen t a t i o n  i s  open t o  q ue st io n . On e may co n cl ud e  that 

the r o l e  of wo m e n  in the po l it i ca l  el i t e  is a l im ited o n e  d u e  t o  

t he sma 1 1  number o f  wnme n  hold i ng po l it i cal po s i t i o n s and , i n  some 

c a s e s , the t y pe o f  wom e n  ho ld ing tho se po s i t i o n s . 
A se c ond po int w h i c h s hould be mad e co ncer n i ng the ro l e  of 

women in s o c ie ty a nd in th e po l i t  i cH l  el i te i s  th at wo m e n  a re 

g en e ra l l y  n o t  fo und in the " high stat us "  o c c upat i o n s .  The top 
four o c cupa t i o n a l  grou ps among t he wome n in t h is stud y we re house -

wive s , c lerical work , ed ucat ion , a nd  bus i ne s s , a c count ing for 79 
per cent o f  t he women . Certa i nly th e fir st two , account i ng fo r 

about ha lf  o f  t he wo me n , a re not '' h igh st.a tus " o c cu pa ti o n s . Siri ce 

mo at o f  tho se invo l v ed i n  t he  f ie ld  of  ed u ca tion wer e  e l eme n tary 
or h igh schoo l t ea ch e rs , a nd we re not adm i n i strator s or c o l lege 

pro fe s sor s , i t  i s  d o ubtful that on e cou ld con s id e r most of t h em 

to be in a " h igh s t a tu s" o c c u pat ion . A l so , thos e in vol ved in busi
ne s s  we r e  m o re l i ke l y t o  be re a l  e st ate bro ke rs or i n s urance sale s

me n ra the r than t he � higher statu s "  bu s ine ss exe c u ti ve s . The fa ct 
i s  t ha t  t he re we re ve ry few lawyer s a nd bu s in e s s  e xe cut ive s among 

t h e  women , t he c a t egor i e s wh i ch a re tho s e  mo st of t en ass o c ia ted 

wit h  po l i t i c i an B , pa rtt cula r l y  a t  the nat io na l le v e l s .  The sma ll 
number o f  w ome n po l i t i c ia n s  who a r e  e m p l oyed in " h i gh s t at us "  o c 

c upat ion s i s  s i m ply a re f l e c t ion o f  t h e  sm a l l  n umbe r of w omen i n  
genera]  who ma y b 0  found am ong t he ra n k s  o f  t ho s e  i n  s u ch o c cupation s . 



A final po i nt wh i ch should be mad e be fore d i s c us s ing the r e 

lat i on ship of wome n in t he pol i t i c a l  e l ite and d emoc racy is tha t 
th ere a re d i f feren ce s i n  the pr o c e ss of pol iti c a l  so c ia l i zation 
a s  i t  re l a te s  to ma l e s  and fema le s . The g eneral fi nd ing of stud 
i e s  i n  the are a o f  pol it ical so c 1 a l i sat 1011 in t he Un ited State s 

i s  that girl s are more a.pol it i ca l than boys . The y genera ll y e x

h i b i t  l e s s  sorhi st i ca ted att itud e s  toward pol it i c s ,  a nd a r e  less  

i n t e re sted a nd le s s  l ik e l y  to par t i ci pate in  th e pol iti cal pro

c e s s . 9 The exp1anat i. on ge ne ral ly g iven for t he pol i t ical d i ffer

E:m ce s  between girl s a nd boys is tha t  child ren at a very ear l y  age 

learn sex ro l e s  whi ch affe ct t he ir behavi o r . The fem i.nine sex 

yv 

rol e  invol ve s  being more submi ss i ve , more int ere sted in per so n a  

and pe rsona l r e l at i on sh i ps ,  a nd mor e  l i kely to c onfo rm soc ia ll y . 
An awarene s s  of sex ro le s ap pear s  ea rly in l ife and become s in

cr�a s ingl y a p parent a s  t he  c hi ldren g row old er . 10 The subtle and 
corr.pl ex pro ce ss brings about p sychologi ca l  sex d iffe re n ce s  which 
re fle ct t h e  gene r,:t.1 cu l t ura l  atmos phere and wh ich affect th e pol i

t i cal behav i o r  o f  ad u l t me n and wo men . 

With the a bove three po ints in mind , one may re turn to the 
or iginal qu e s t i o n : What do the the or ies  and d e fi n it ion s or demo

cracy ha v e  t o  do w ith the role of � men in t he po lit i ca l  el ite ? 
Or 1 to ph ra se i t  an o t her way , in v ie w  o f  t. h e  r ol e  pl ayed by women 

in the pol it i cal el ite , wha t i s  t he impl ic ation £o r  d e mo c ra cy? 

The impl i cati on i s  t h i s :  Whi che ver d e fini t i on o f  d emoc r& c y one 

choose s  t o  a cc e pt , t h e  cl a ss i ca l one o r  t he e l it i s t  one , the l im
i ted ro le  pl ayed by w o me n  in the Ame r i can po li t i c a l sy s t em t hrows 

i n to que st i. o n  th e extent t o  wh i c h  tha t d em o  era cy i s  fun c t io n i ng .  
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Fir st , the c r i t e ri a  used for the succ e ss o f  c l assi cal democracy 

is the growth and d eve lo pment of t he ind i vid ua l  through pa rt ici

pat ion in d e c i sions a ffe cting h i s  l ife . It i s  de sirable , then , 
for e a ch ind i v id ua l  t o  ac quire a sense of be ing abl e to control 
h i e  o wn  l ife and t o  re late t o  othe r  i nd i vi dual s o n  a n  equal foot

ing . The trad i ti ona l femal e role a s  learned by mo st l i tt le gir l s  

i n  t he Un i t ed Stat e s  i s  a submi ssive o n e , se cond ary to the mal e 
ro l e . A woma n  is expe c ted t o  marry and to t here after be defined 
in terms of her hus band . De c i sion-mak ing is g en eral l y  l imited to 

the minor , everyday d e c i s i o n s  to be made in the h ome . Ma jor d eci
s i on s , su ch a s  where she wil l l ive , what kind of wo r k  she wil l  do • 

or e ven i f  s he w i l l  wo rk , a nd how t he fam ily income wi ll be s pen t , 
a r e  ult i ma te ly made for her by her hus band . In o t he r  word s ,  the 
qualities t rad i t i ona l ly v i ewed a s  d e s irable !or wome n a re not 

t hose qual it i e s  w h i c h  are v iewed by c la s s i cal d emo c r a t ic theor i st s  

a s  d e s irable for a c i ti zen in a d emo c ra cy . And ne i t her a re the 

qual i t i e s of subm is s ion a n d  so c ia l  c onformi ty the qua l i ti e s wh ich 
o n e  would e x pe c t  o.f s omeo ne in a politic a l  de ci sion-mak ing po s i

t i on . Thus , a ma jor group in so c i ety , wom en , are not "gro wing 

and deve lo ping as ind iv idua l s  thro u gh part. i d  pa t ing i n  t he d e c i
s i o n s  a f fe c t i n g  t he i r  l ive s . "  The cul tura l atmo s phere i n  wh i ch 

mo st young g i rl s  l e a rn t he i r  s e x  rol e tend s to s tee r  t he m  away 

from pol i ti cal  a c t i v i ty . In a pol i ti ca l  sys tem su c h  a s  the clas

s i cal d emo c ra t s  d e s c r ibe , wh e re ea c h  c i t i zen ' s  par ti c i pation i s  
s o  important , t he e x c lus i on t hro ugh cul tura l oo nd t t i on ing o f  ha l f  
o f  t h e  c i ti zen s wo ul d be u n a c c e pt a b l e . 

Howeve r ,  a s  d i s cu s sed pre v iousl y ,  t h e el i t i s t d t£mocrat s would 
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argue t hat the id ea l i st i c  soc i ety d e s cri bed by th e class i cal d emo 
crat s i s  imposs i bl e  in t he mode rn  world . Sin ce it is impo ss ible 
tor e a ch ind ivid ua l  to parti ci pate in al l t he d e ci s i o n s  a ffe c t ing 
h i s  l i fe , there mu st b e  a group , a n  e l i te , c ho sen to ma k e  pol it i
cal d e c l s ion s .  Demo cra cy d e pend s , t hen . upon a c ompe t i tio n be 
tween the e l ite s for vot e s , an o pen s o c i e t y , and t he ab i l ity of 
all  segment s  of so c i ety to g e t  int o po l i ti c s  i n  a me an ing ful way . 
It  i s  t h e  la at po int wh i ch i s  mo s t  rele vant in d eterm in ing how 

well  d emo cra c y , as d e s c ri bed by th e d e mocra ti c el i ti st s ,  i s  func
t i on ing . In l ight of the sm.al l number of women in po siti ons · of 

pol i t i c a l  t nfluence , the smal l numbe r of wo men in " high s tatus" o c 
c u pa t i on s , and a soc i a) i zati on pro c e s s  wh i ch d i s c ourage s pol it i cal 

a c t ivi ty by wome n , it would a ppear t ha t  t he femal e s egment of so c i 
ety i s  genera l l y  d e pr i ved o f  the o ppo rtun i ty to g et int o po l it i c s 
in a me an ingful way . Theoret i cal ly , of co ur se , the re a. re no bar
r i e r s  pl a c ed in t he wa y of wome n who d e s ire t o  e n ter the pol i t i cal 

s ph e re , but in real ity it ls ha rder for a wo ma n  to e nter the pol it i

ca l e l ite than for a ma n ,  wh ether one i s  co ncerned w i t h  el e ct i ve of
fi ce s o r  the po l i ti cal part y  orga n i zat io n s . And even whe n a woman 

d oe s  suc c e ed in a cqu ir ing a pol it i c al pos it i on , she may we l l  be 

wi thout any re al po l i ti c a l  powe r . 

On e can on l y  conc1ud e  t ha t  by e i th e r  d e fin it i o n  of d emoc ra cy , 

the c l a s si ca l  one o r  t h e  e l i ti st one , th e Uni ted St.a t e s '  pol itical 

sy stem fal ls  sh ort o f  compl e t e  c ompl ian c e . When one con si ders 
that women c o mpr i se o ve r  ha l f  of the po pul a tion , o ne i s  fa ced w i t h  

th e fact t h a t  Ame ri c an d emo c ra cy i s  t hus d e p r ived of t he i nformed 
and i n t e l l igen t con tri bu t i on s of m o re tha n hal f o f  it s c i t i zenry , 

both a s  vote r s  a nd a s  membe r s  o f  the po l i t i c a l  e l it e . 1 1 



The Future of Wom en in the Pol i t ic al El ite 

Hav ing con s id e re d  t h e  chara c t e ri sti c s  of the fe ma l e  po l it i cal 

e li te , and t he re l a t i ons h i p  betwee n the fema le e l it e  a nd d em oc r a c y , 

i t  wou l d  seem f i t t ing to con c l ude by co n s i d e r i n g  wh a t  the futur e 
ma y ho ld in regard to wo men in po l i ti c s .  Are wo men l ikely to en

ter pol it ica 1 .l i fe in grea t e r  numbers or wi l l  th ey re ma in a t i ny 
minori ty in the po l it ic al e l it e ?  

The re are s o me i nd i c a t i on s  tha t w ome n ma y ent er po l it i c s in 

grea ter numb e r s  in t he future . li'irst , as women b e come bett e r  edu

cated , they are l i k e l y to be come m ore po l it i ca l l y  a wa re , to have 

mor e po l it i cal in fo rma tio n , and t o  co ns id er t he ms el ve s  m or e  com pe 

t e n t  t o  infl ue n c e  t he go ve rnm ent , 1 2  the l a t t e r  bei ng parti cularly 
im portant in re gard t o  per s on s  be c om ing a c t i ve en ough t o  be come 

part of t h e e l ite . It m igh t be e x pe cted th at a s  wome n b e come b e t 

t e r  educated , they al so wi l l  be mo re l i ke ly to wo r k  out sid e t he 

home . In add i t ion , th e t rend toward smal l e r fam i l ie s  and t he in 

crea se i n  the amoun t of le i sur e  time fo r  women d ue t o  l a bor- sav ing 

d e v i ca s  a l so iri c Y· e a s e  th e chanc e s  of a wo man wo rk ing out s i d e  the 

h ome . S in ce wome n w ho work outside the home ar e mor e l i k e ly to 

be c ome membe rs o f  t he po l it i ca l  el it e than tho se wh o do not , it 
may be e x pe c ted tha t a n  i n c r ea se in the n umb e r  of w omen in t h e  

labor for ce w i l 1 me an ari in c rea se in t h e number of pol it i ca lly 
a ct ive women . A l so , the grea ter amo unt of 1 ei sur e time wh i c h  re

su lt s from sma l l e r  fam i l i e s and fewer hous ehold c ho re s  mea n s  t hat 

women who d o  not n eed or want t o  wor k may d evot e  the i r  t ime to po l i
t i cal work i f t h ey are s o  inc l i ned . 

It  i s  not only t h e  n umb er of wo me n w l': o  ma y i n  t he fut ure wo rk 



out s id e  the home wh i c h  is s ign ifi cant , bu t a l so the kind o f  work 
they wil l be doi ng . It wa s n o t ed pre v i ou sly t ha t  th e wo men i n  

th i s  study , a nd wome n i n  gene ra l , te nd t o  b e  found in " l ow stat us" 

o c cu pat i on s . It. ha s bee n sug ,/ e sted that i f  t h e r e  i s  t o  be a bre a k 

through for wom en in po l it i c s , wo men mus t en ter occ u pa t i o ns lead 

ing to a pol i t i cal career . 1 3 Few wome n a r e  pre sen t l y  fo und in 

the two " h igh st atus " o c cu pat i ona J cat egor i e s , law a nd  bu s i ne ss .  
However , r e c en t  stat i s t i c s reveal th at wo me n  now com pri se 16 per 

c en t  of the na t i ona l l a w  school enro l l ment • 14 And fe m.al e enroll-
ment in pre s t i g ious bu s i n e s s  school s  i s  al so o n  t h e  i nc rea se .  In 

1 96g , 5 . 1 pe r cent o f  t he bu s in e s s  s tud e nt s a t  Co lumbia U n i ve r s i -

ty we re women ; t od a y , 21 pe r c ent a r e  w ome n , and ne xt year ' s  cla s s  

may b e  30 r� r c ent wo me n . At Stanfo rd Bu sine s s  Schoo l , a bout 1 8  
pe r cen t o f'  th o se enrol l e d  a re wo men , a s  oppo sed t o  1 . 6 pe r  c e nt 

i n  1970 . 1 5  An in cre a se in t he numb e r  of female l awyer s  a nd  bus i 

n e s s  exe cuti ve s may be par t i cular l y  s i gn i fi ca nt i n  regard t o  the 

numbe r of wo men who wi l l  run for ele ctive off i ce , for t hose o c cu
pa t i on s  a ppe a r  t o  be compa ti ble wi t h  suc h  off i c e , and vo t e r s  seem 
t o  be in c ]  ined to vot e  for me mbe rs o f  t ho se pro fe ss ions . 

The mo st :i mpor tant i nd i ca t ion o f  what k ind of fu ture w o me n  

have i n  t h e  po l i t i c al s p h e re i s  t he way in whi ch t h e  so c i a l i zat ion 

pro ce s s  for gi r l s i n  our so c ie t y is carried o u t . Dr . Al i c e  Ro ssi , 
a so c i o lo�i s t , a s ser t s , " It i s  far ea s i e r  t o  change laws wh ic h 

pre sen t l y  penal i ze wome n  a s  wo r k er s , stud ent s ,  o r  c i t i zen s than 
it wi l l  b e  to e ffe c t  s o c ia l  change s in farr: i l y  l ife and h igh er ed u

cati on , wh i c h  d e pre ss  t he a s pira t ions a nd m o ti va t ion s of w omen . 

We have ye t to d ev i s e  a m ea n s  to c om pe n sa te for t he inf l u e n ce of 



pare n t s who de pre s::s a daugh te r ' s a s p i r at i on s  t o  be corne a phys i c i an 
wh i l e  urg ing a son to aep ire beyond h i s  ca pa ci ty or pre fe rence . rr 16 

A t t i tud e s fo rmed e ar ly in l i fe tend t.o pe r s ist into a du l t hood , and 
a.du l  t e x pe r ie n c e s  ma y d o  l i t t le t o  c ha ng e  t hem . Thus a woma n wh o  
ha s been taug ht ,. fem in in e "  val ue s a nd wh o  v i ews po l i t i c s  a s  a mal e  
funct ion may be d rawn i n to th e po l i ti cal a re na o n l y  a t  t h e  c o st 

o f  great p sy c ho l og i ca l  d i s comfort . 17 There for e , one should ex

am :i.ne the so c i a. 1  i z a t i o n  pr oce s s  care ful l y  to d e t e rm ine whe t her 
change s a re tak ing p l a c e  wh i c h  w i l l  aff e ct the thi nk i ng  o f  future 

wome n in rf::ga ro t o  pol i t i c s . Unfor tunat el y ,  a th orough f; xamina
t ion is be yond th e s cope o f  th i s  pap er , but a f e w  g ene ra l  o b serva

t i on s  m a y  be mad e . 

Fir st , the fem in i s t  movement must c e r ta i n ly have had s ome in 

fl uen ce on t he pe r c e pt. i on s  wome n have of them s e l ve s  and , more im

po rtant Ly , have had s om e  influen ce on th e way they a r e  ra i s ing or 

wi l l  :ra i se the i r  c h i l d re n . The mo ve ll"i.en t  ha s a l  s o  had s ome effe ct 

on the t?d uca t i ona l sys tem in term s o f  ne w t extboo k s  and a n  open ing 

up of c l a s 3e s  prev i ously thought of a s  the prov in ce of one sex to 
bot h s c• xe s . Certa in l y  t he g e tH:ra l atmo s phe re c rea t e d  by t he rhet

or i c  and ph i l o s o phy of the women ' a moveme nt i s  one wh i c h  make s it 

somewhat ea s i er for th o se women wh o wi sh to ent e r  the po l it i cal 

arena . And a s  mor e  wom en en t e r  po l it i c s ,  the y  pro v id e  more e x -

ampl e s  for youn g g irl s a s  t hey mature . 

However , t he pro ce ss of c han g ing t ra d i tio na l s e x  role s and 

cul tura l val ue s  i s  a s low one , and one ca nnot expe c t  tha t  change s 

w i .1 1 i.mmed ia t e 1y be seen . On e e xam pl e o f  a tt i t ud e s  w h ic h  mus t  

change if wome n are t o  ent e r  po l it ic a l  l if e  o n  an e qual fo ot ing 



wi th men i s  the attitud e towa rd fema le cand idate s fo r e l e ct i ve 

office . A 1970 Gal l u p  poll  revea led that 18 pe r c en t  of thos e 

a sk ed would not vo t e  for a qua l i fi ed woman i f  sh e wa s n ominated 
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by t h e i r  o wn  par ty f o r  Congre ss . And a 1969 Gal l up po l l  re veal ed 

that 42 per c e nt o f  the men a nd 51 per cent of the women who were 

a sked would not vo t e  for a woma n for Pre s id en t .  Poll s  taken per i -

od i ca l ly s i n c e  1937 show that e ve n  though th e pe rcen tage s o f  men 

and wom en say i n g  that the y woul d vo te for a woma n c and i d a te for 

Pre s id en t  have in c rea sed s i nc e  that or i g i n al po l l , the re cen t 
trend i s  a d e c l in e i n  t he numbe r an swering i n  t h e  aff irma t i v e  

among bot h  me n and wo m e n . The h igh po int fo r th e m en wa s in 1967 

when 61 pe r c e n t  an swered " ye s" to the que s t ion ; the h igh po int 

fo r the women wa s i n  1 9 5 5  when 57 pe r c en t  an swere d " ye s0 • 18  It 

i s  clear that wom e n  runn ing for e l e cti ve o ff i ce d o  st ill fa ce 

pre jud i ce on t he par t of s ome vo t e r s . It a l so i s  c l ear that t h e  

pre jud i ce i s  n o t  l imi t ed t o  ma le vo ters , but e xi s t s  to the same 

or to a greater extent among fema l e  v o te r s . It i s  a t t itud e s  to 
ward women in pol i ti c s  su ch a s  th ose e x pre s s ed i n  th e po l l s c i ted 

a bove wh i c h  mu st be a lt ered i f  fut ure wo men a re t o  ha ve greater 

su c ce s s  in the po l i t ica l a r ena . 

In con c l u s i on , t he women found i n  th e pol i t i c a l  el it e a r e  

mu ch l i ke t h e  women ou t s i d e  po l iti c s , al thoug h  bett e r  ed u cated 

and mo re a c t ive out sid e the home . The y  are few in number c om

pared to t he i r  ma l e  co l l e agu e s , t o  wh om t he y  are si mi lar in s ome 

re s pe ct s  and d i ff e re n t  i n  ot he r s , mo st no ta b l y  in the t y p t n:s  of 
o c cu pa t ion s fr om wh i ch they co me . l t  is d i ff .i c u l t  t o  a n swe r t h e  

que st i on o f  wh y th e wome n in th is s tud y ha ve b ee n su cc e s sful in 



atta i n i ng po s i t i on s  o f  pol i ti c al inf1 uen ce . The an swe r pro bably 

l i e s  pa rt l y i n  th e i r  h igh l ev e l  o f  edu cati o n , thei r member sh i ps 

in vo lun tary a s so c ia t i on s . a nd the i r  o cc u f�ti on s h e ld out s i d e  th e 

h ome • a l  1 o f  whi c h  t e nd to make a pe r so n  m ore pol it i cal l y  com pe

t e n t . But pa rt o f  the an swe r would und oub t ed J y  al so l i e in t h e  

e x pe r i e n C€' S a n d  env i r onm ent s to whi c h  ea c h  ind i v i dual woman w a s  

expos ed , a var i ab l e  wh i c h  i s  d i ff i cu l t  to qua nti fy .  There are 

ind i ca t i on s  tha t in the fut u re m o re women may be rai s ed in e n v i  ... 

ronmen t s  conduc ive t o  po l i t i ca l  int e re st an d mat u r i t y . A s  a re ... 

sul t , wome n a s  a wh o l e  wi l l  be be tt er c i t i z ens , mor e po l i t i c a l l y  

knowl ed geabl e ,  m o r e  po l i t i ca 1 1y int e re s ted , a nd  mor e pol i t i c a l ly 
so ph i s t i c a t ed . And tho se women who a re i nc l i ned toward pol it i cal 

a ct i vi ty a s  a v o ca t ion or a n  a v o c a t i o n  w i l l  fe e l  l e s s  psych o log i 

c a l  d i a comi'ort a t  be com ing pol i t i ca l l y  a ct i ve . Ul t ima tel y ,  d emo
cra c y  c an onl y ben e f i t  from be ing able to d ra w  u pon t he inte l l i 

gent cont r i but i o n s  an d t he l ead e rsh i p tal e nt s  o f  al l o f  it s c i t i-
z en s . 
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