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By Janet. Pemell
Mutticaltural Reporter| @DEN. | News

]amce Collins, a Jou.rnahsm professor
at:the University of Hlinois:at Urbana-
Champaign and former broadcast jous-
nalism professor at Eastern, spoke:about.

how citizens are denied basic rightsand
how:they are fighting for these them ina

speech at the-Booth Library. -

Before the speech, the West Rcadmg_ :
Room was a full house as students and.
othier’guésts camme:to. hear Collins dehv-.

er her speech.

- Collins’ speech. was about people-
needing to build better relationships: -
with others;.and how they each.need,
to teflect on their strengths, weaknesscsf

and stereotypes.

“We must reflect on the wcrld and:

see what we're doing, and when things

happen in our community we have _tp'

reflect on. that,”. Colling said. -

In'her speech she-exsplained how pco-‘
ple‘are denied the rights to: Aiving life; . -
piness based.on”
how soine people endiire lll]ustice inthe

‘having Iiberty:an

United States.

“Either you choose to be open and .

othcrs, or you don’,” Col-

'sh,e consrdered her

that she. Wanted to leave with the audi~
ence. '

“WestF

speech-to ,bé educational and spiricfilled.
e audience. It took her a whileto
spetid tithe getting the message ready:

OLIVIA SWENSON- HULTZ { THE AILY EASTERN NEWS ‘-
<Janice: C‘ Hlins. dlscusses the power of visual culture through media in The-
‘Room in the Booth Library Thursday night.

1o passlon, you can talk from an-

- get; you can talk from love, you can talle

from. research, you can talk from theo-
ry and all of it is appropriate depend-
ing on what message you want to get

- across,” Colling said. “At the end of the
~day T spokc ﬁom my heart l)utI calked

what isimportat;

T what is bc:hmd the visuals and attifacts

in the Booth Library.

omt in time you ‘Gan ralk -

* straight/
“America where éverybody-can Aourish
- and that's why I think the systems have

" Collins sa.'ld'hcr speech was connect-

_éd with-the Black Lives Matter move-

ment because she wanted to point out

how African-Americans are not the.

problem and how everyone can ﬁounsh
in the Uhnited States.
“We dorit want a black America, we

dor’t want a white America ,we don’t.

wanta gay Amerlca we don't want a
-said. “We wanean

tice m United States

B3

‘o be changed and revised.”

In her speech, Collins mentioned

‘how those who-believe ‘All lives matter’

have to believe African-American llvcs'

mattet.as well
. “Ifyou believe all lives matter, then
you must behevc black lives matter.”

Collins said.

Collins said thls was her ﬁrst speech ‘

that had a lot of diversity-and thought

it was great.

“I. thought ic.was wonderful that the

library-at Eastern, they didn’t have to

wait until African-American heritage
month to do something like this,” Col-

“lins said: “This wasa lirtle different, the !
crowd was-a litde different; the:commu-
" nity people (were) here whrch I think is

. wonderful.”

Collins said what inﬂuenced her to
deliver the speech-was people who.are
* siill fighting for rights and equality. -

“W have to fight for the rights and
equality for everyone,” Collins said. “I
may not understand everyone’s place
(or) position, I may not understand
their culture, but what I do understand
is that they’re human beings and they're

American citizens and they should have

the right to life and liberty and the pur-
suit of happiness under the law.”

_ Collins said her goals for giving her
speech was to get the truth ous, even

though it can be hard to swallow.

Janet Pernell can be reached at
581-2812o0r jopernell@eiu.edu
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