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CHAPTER I
INTRCDUCTICN

Much thought has been given to the geography of the
living with their population patterns, cultural features,
and history. But the land use and spatial distribution of
the dead is an area of study that-is handled gingerly, al-
most to the point of exclusion from geography. To show that
many relationships between man and his land exist, a geo-—
graphic gnalysis of the cemeteries in Coles County, Illinois,
will be undertaken. Out of this study, the pursuit of necro-
geography, the gecgraphic analysis of the dead, will be
shown to be a valid, if not necessary, inclusion in the study
of man's action on and use of his land.

A review of the literature proved that little re-
search of a geographic natﬁre héd been done on cemeteries.
One article in particular was the impetus in ﬁerforming this
research. The article was by Larry Price and dealt with
cemeteries as a total cultural landscape, sbmething that had
not been done in previous research on cemetéries.l A per-

usal of the literature on the subject showed that many in-

1

Larry W. Price, "Some Results and Implications of

LAy A=y W Jdimmy pafacadar~]l Canmrmanihas T -I T
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terrelated ideas and thoughts could be tied together. These
thoughts were from sociologists, archeologists, geographers,
urban planners, historians, and laymen with an interest in

the fact.and folklore of cemeteries.

Methodology
Coles County, Illinois, was chosen as the study area
because it was accessible to the author and because it com-
prised different physical and cultural areas. Physically,
Coles County is split into two parts by the terminal moraine
of the Wiscqnsinan glaciation of the Pleistoéene Period.2
Historically, Coles County has been settled in various time
periods from the 1820's to the present. These two factors
enable Coles vounty to be diverse in spatial areas, rather
than being a homogeneous study area.
| A check list was devised with the intent to inélude
all necessary factors that would be inherent to the.study.
(See Appendix I.). As the field research began, certain
items that had not been considered at first were included
in the study. The field research was by far the most enjoy-

gble part due to the fascination that cemeteries hold, espe-

2For an informative study of the Pleistocene Period

in Illinois, see H.B. Willman and John C. Frye, Pleistocene
Straticranhy of Illinoisg, Illinois State (Geological survey
sulletin vo. 94 (Lrbena, Illineois: 1llinois 5State Geologi-

cal Survey, 1270).




cially those that have been disused or abandoned for over
100 years.

After a cemetery was located, the data sheet was com-
pleted. Cemeteries were located by a combination of four
sources, plat maps; topographic maps, the general highway
map, and word of mouth. The most reliable source was the
highway map, and the least was the plat maps, which showed
inadequacies and incorfect locations. When a few cemeteries
had been researched, patterns began to appear, and by the
time the field research was completed, there were other pat-
terns and results that had not even been anticipated. The
.data shéets were then compiled and tabulated. All of the
patterns were arranced and will be presented in the succes-
sive chapters. |

The compilation and drafting of the maps to be used

was accomplished by the use of one acetate original to pro-
duce the clear, bléck line diazo'copies. This proved to be
a saVings,‘both in time and expense. By completing the maps
first, some of the relationships of the éemeteries to the
land became even more evident.

An outline was prepared to afford a framework to
follow for the presentation of the findings of this study.
Followine the introductory chanter, the next chapter deals

with the gite and utilization of the cemeteries. Incliuded




is a site analysis of the physical characteristics associated
with cemeteries, and a description of man's utilization of a
cemetery depending upon his economic, social, and historical
needs. The third chapter deals with the type and size of
the cemeteries. This chapter makes it clear that the cemne-
teries have a definite classification and distribution.
Memorials and monuménts that are erected in the cemeteries
form the subject of the fourth chspter. They are important
as economic and cultural features, as much deﬁographic, SO0-
ciological, and historical data can be gleaned from them.
The final chapter consists of the summary; conclusions, and

‘recommendations for further research in necrogeography.

Review of the Literature
The first article on cemeteries to appeaf in a geo-
graphical publication in the United States was by Pattison
(1955), dealing with the land use of cemeteries in Chicago,
Iv].linois‘5 Ceméterieé as a cultural landscape was thevsub—
ject of Price (1966). 7 This srticle was the first to take
into account various factors that tie cemeteries, land, and

men together. Xniffen (1967), wrote a short article in

5William D. Pattison, "The Cemeteries of Chicago:
A Phase of Land Utilization," Annals of the Associastion of
imericsn Geocrsphers, LV, To, % (1955), np. 245-257,

H

I , L | o
‘Irice, "vUemetery otudy,’ pp. 201-207.




which he related previous work that had been done in necro-
geography.5 The cemetery as a place was given attention by
Jackson (1967-68).6 His méin premise was that a cemetery
holds a place in the landscape of man, and should be consid-
ered as such. After the decision was made to work on this
subject, an article appeared by Francaviglia (1971) that car-
ried necrogeography a step further, by cémbining geography,
architecture, landscape, sociology, and history.’7 Cne facet
of necrogeography is urban land use and value. Hardwick,

Claus, and Rothwell (1971), related cemeteries to urban

o

structupe theories and to land value in an urban area.
‘Along the same vein of thought, some other non-geographic
sources dealing with cemeteries.as an urban land use sre:
Fisher-(l970), which concerns cemeteries as a factor in ur-

ban planning;9 Drewes (1964), a book on planning, construc-

Spred Kniffen, "Necrogeography in the United States,™
Geographical Review, LVII, (1967), pp. 426-427,

6J.B.,Jackson "From Monument to Place," Landscape,
XVII, Fo. 2, (1967-68), pp. 22-26.

7Rich§rd V. Francaviglia, "The Cemetery As An Evolv-
ing Cultural landscape," Annals of tne Association of Ameri-
can Geogravphers, LXI, lo. 3, (1971), pp. 501-509,

84.G. Hardwick, R.J. Claus, ond D.C. Rothwell, "Ceme-
teries and Urban Lasnd Value," The Professional Geographer,
XXIII, No. 1, (1971), pp. 19-2T1. o

o] _ . . s
. “lartha Fisher, "Jemeteries Bécomine Jritical Factor
in Land-Use rlanning s Urban sireas Grow," Journal of Hous-
ing, COctober, 1970, pp. 527-529. :




10

tion, and operation of a new cemetery; and American City,

a magazine which deals with cemeteries as an urban problem.11

Man is usually concerned with death, but only after
it occurs. Articles written by sociologists include Kephart
(1950), which is about the status of people as they proceed 
along the path from the moment of death to the graw*e,l-2 and
Young (1960), which is a study of social structure of people
in their graveyards.l5 Cemeteries are a concern in rural |
areas, mainly regarding improvenent and restoration of aban-
‘doned or neglected cemeteries, Sanderson and Polson (1959)lur
and Waugh (1914),15 include cemeteries in Just that light.

Tombstones are an important feature of cemeteries, since much

genealogical, demographical, historical, and archeological

0pons1d W. Drewes, Cemetery Land Planning (Pitts-—
burgh, Pa.: DlNMatthews Memorial 5ronze, 1964 ),

llAmerlcan City, published monthly, deals with the
urban area and its problems. Various articles on cemeteries
have been included in this magazine.,

12,

William M, Kephart "Status After Death," American
Sociological Review, X (1)50), Pp. 635-643%,
15,

Frank J. Young, "Graveyards and Social Structure,
Rural Sociolosy, XXV, Yo, 4, (196€0), pp. 446-450,

14Dwight Sanderson and Robert A. Polson, Rural Com-—
munity Organization (llew York: John Wiley and Sons, Inc.,
1939), pp. 267-268.

l5?rapk i, ]auﬁn, ihrel lrﬂrove ent (llew York: Crance
Judd Company, 1914), »n, 111-11% and 214=215,

},__)




data is made’évailable from them. Deetz and Dethlefsen
(1966, 1967), study tombstones to obtain such data.’® Out J
of tpe study of tombstones comes an interesting work on epi-
taphs by Wallis (1954).17 Memorials and monumenté as an in-— |
dusfry is chered by Bowles (1955), in a circular on the
sources and uses of memorial stone.18 i
As a background for this study of cemeteries, funer-
al customs throughout history were studied., ©Some works on

this subject are Puckle (1926),19 Habenstein and Lamers

e w20 ) L . 21 . |
(1962), and Mitford (1963).”~ The latter is an excellent ’

book dealing with the total American concept of death. Laws

16James Deetz snd bdwin 5. Dethlefsen, "Death's Heads,
Cherubs, and Willow Trees: =Zxperimental Archeology in Colo-
nial Cemeteries," American Antigquity, XXXI, (1926), pp. 502-
510; and "Death's Head, Cherub, Urn and Willow," Natural
History, March, 1967, pp. 29-37.

17Gharles L. Wallis, Stories On Stone (New York: Ox-
ford University Press, 19543.

l8U‘nited States, Department of the Interior, Bureau |
of Mines, Memorial Stone, by Oliver Bowles, Information Cir- ‘
cular 7720 (Wsshington, L.C.: Government Printing Office,

1955).

19BertramﬂS. Puckle, Funeral Customs: Their Origin
and Development (London: T. Werner Lsurie Ltd., 192¢; re—
issued by Detroit, Lichigan: Singing Tree Press, 1968).

20 |

Robert W. Habenstein and William M., Lamers, The
History of American Funeral Directing (Revised edition; Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin: Bulfein Printers, Inc., 1962).

2

She American Way of Death (lew
¢ scouster, lucs).

Jessica litford,
Yorlk: Sinon arn




and statutes/concerning cemeteries are dealt with by Bernard

. 2
(1966)22 and the Illinois Revised Statutes 1969 (1970).27

For other sources of material on necrogeography con-—

sult the Bibliography at the end of this paper or the bibli-

2u
Je

ography on Cemeteries and Urban Land Use (1971 This

paper does not try to cover all of the available literature
on necrégeography, but it does attempt to bring the most con-
clusive and interesting ideas into play.

The fear of death in the United States evokes the
belief that the subject of death is not to be talked about
or studied. Just as prudishness about sex, venereal disesse,
-and homosexuality has been substantially modified in the past
few decades through a conscientious presentation of the facts,
the matter of death, burial, and cemeteries as a morbid sub-
ject.will also be modified. Although the author occasion-
ally was considered to be morbid,fweird, and out of place to

study patterns of the dead, the study has proven to be in-

22Huoh Y. Bernard, The ILaw of Death: and Disposal of
the Dead (Dobbs Ferry, hew York: Oceana Fublications, lInc.,
1965). :

251114nois tevised Statutes 1969, (State Bar Associa-
tion Edition; St. Faul, FMinnesota: West Publishing Company,

1970), Vol.I, pp. 551-575.

24 . )
Evelyn M., Leasher and Robert E. Millward, Cereter—
ies and Urban Land Tge: & Prelinminsrv Bibliocra hhv mxchange

Bibpliography Lo. 24o &xontlcello, illinois: uOL‘CIl of Plan-
nine libreriens, 1.71).




teresting and informative chiefly because so little work has

been done in this field of necrogeography.




CHAPTER ITI

THE SITE AND UTILIZATION OF CEMETERIES

Having both a site and a utilization factor, a ceme-
tery has various characteristics that make 1t an unusual
“landscape feature. The site factor deals with the physical
;characteristics that invite the location of a cemetery on a
lspecific site. These characteristics are.landforms, soil,
drainage, vegetation, and orientation to the compass. Man

can act independently of these physical characteristics, but

more often than not he follows them. As a contrast, the uti-

lizational factor depends on how man uses a cemetery. Depend-

ing on economic, social, and historical needs, man's utiliza-
tion of cemeteries can be different than what the physical
i characteristics of tune site of a cemetery dictate. His plans

can be altered by geographic_chénges, relocation,‘and the

laws and statutes of the government.

Site PFactors

When a cemetery is established, man usually looks -

for well-drained, accessible land that is essily excavated

S\E | |

§and is able to support vegetation. In Coles County, which
is located in east-central Illinois, 200 miles south of Chi-

lcaro (fiz. 1), during the Jisconsinan stage of the Pleisto-

=10=-
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cene vast gléciers advanced and then receeded. The terminal | h
moraine of the glacier is located in Coles County (Fig; 2).
The morainal complex is composed of the Shelbyville, Paris,
Westfield, and Nevins moraines. Other recessional moraines,
the Arcola and Cerro Gordd, make up the other morainal fea-
tures in the county. Between the various moraines are the
'glacial drift plains, composed of till, outwash channels,

and a surficial deposit of loess. These glacial phenomena
 form the base on which the cemeteries were established.

‘ In Coles County, all of the cemeteries are located on
glacial features, with 54 percent on the moraines and 46 per-
-cent on the till plains. All but six of the sixty-seven ceme-

1rea.

8]

teries are located on the higheét elevation of the local
| This is either s hilltop on a moraine, a knoll (Fig. 3a), NE

Sec. 2, T.11N., R.9E., a bluff above a stream, creek, or rivef,
‘a rise in the till plain, or inﬁone instance, a kamer(Fig. 8b),

Ny Sec. 9, T.12N., R.9E. Drainage is the prime consideration

‘in the placement of a cemetery on the highest elevation of the ?
‘1and. Generally, the glacial till and the moraines afford a
" base material that is adequately drained. Cemeteries may have

‘been located on the moraines and the steep land adjacent %o

stream and creek valleys because that land had less value ag—
riculturally. However, that resson hes been counberactad in
recent years by the increassinm value nlaced on hill

s L e J
(=] i 1% b

‘lgnd for residential use.

B S = T T
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Fig., 3b=--An overgrown and

abandoned cemetery
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The importance of drainage to cemeteries can be shown
on the map of the drainage patterns (Fig. 4). Adequate
drainage is considered to be essential to cemeteries. If the
land is not well-drained, artificial drainage could be in- ,
sfalled, but since the early settlers and residents of Coles
County did not have the resources or time to artificislly
drain the land, they utilized the land that was already well-

‘drained., Standing water, or a high water table, would cer=

tainly hinder the operation of a cemetery. All but 6 per-
~cent of the cemetéries are located within 100 yards of a
drainagé artery. By being so close to drainage arteries, the
'land drains well. In the county, the north-central portion
between Routes 45 and 13%0, was értificiélly drained for ar—
Jricultural purposes near the end of the 19th century. This
flat lsnd was inadequate for cemetery use because of the lack
of natural drainasge. Only oneyéemetery is located in this
area (Fig. 1), and it was used for only twenty-three years;
probably because of the poor natural conditions, no slope
and an ill-drained soil,

S0il plays a role in the site of a cemetery. Using
ﬁhe soil association map (Figf 5), 93 percent of the ceme-
feries are located on three of the soil associations. All
three of these soil associstions are well-drsined and are

a1 R .

10T gsuscepticle to. frost neave, wolcu 1s laportant in the

(6}
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placement of memorials and monuments.l If the soil were sus-
sceptible to excessive frost heave, the memorials and monu-
ments would require extra maintenance. |

Vegetatiop in cemeteries has a.definite pattern that
repeats itself throughout the county. Within the cemeteries,
the vegetation landscape is made up of grass, evergreen
shrubs, coniferous trees, and deciduous trees. Not all of
the ceméteries have all of these types of vegetation, but
they utilize combinations of them. All of the cemeteries
have grass vegetation. Bare ground, gravel, or rock on the
surface is not foﬁnd_in any‘of the cemeteries. In Coles
-County, which is predominately an agricultural srea with
galleria forests, the cemeteries are located asbout equally
within farmland and forested land. A breakdown of the vege-
tation regions show that twenty-seven cemeteries are located
within farmland, twenty-six in forested land, ten within
grassland, and féur inside the limits of an urbsn area. In
Southern Illinois, Price noted that cemeteries were marked

2 East-central Illinois holds the same

by red cedar trees.
distinction. Red cedar trees that attain a height of forty

to sixty feet, usually planted in rows, are a sure sign of

1Donsld Hallbick, "Soil Associstions of Coles County,
Illinois,” feneral :2oil Tov of Ucles Uounty, Illinois, Avpril,
19; :‘ ° )

2

-

Price, "Cemetery Study," p. 202.
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a cemetery (¥Fig. 7b), NE Sec. 1, T.11N., R.8E. The evergreen
énd fragrant characteristics of this tree, along with the
fact.that they grow well in this area when planted on well-
drained soil, makes the red cedar a symbolic and ofnamental
type of vegetation in a cemetery. With the red cedar, ever-
green shrubs, expanses of green lawn, the naturally occuring
Vegetation of oaks, hickories, and maples, and occasional
large white pine trees, man has created a garden or pastoral

landscape. This type of open, restful area makes vegetation

important to the location of a cemetery. Evergreens are usu-

%lly found in cemeteries because they provide color even in
‘the bleak winter ronths. Perhaps the evergreen color symbol-
zes everlasting life to the visitors of the cenmetery.

One physical characteristic of the location of a ceme-
yery is the orientation to the compass. All of the cemeteries
lare laid out in an east-west difection. This seems to be un-
mportant, but the religious ramifications and spiritual be-
eif behind it will become evident in the next part on the
ilization of cemeteries.

Either by coincidence or by knowledge of the physi-

al characteristics, men has placed cemeteries on proper

ites. This well adjusted use of the land in its physical

ature, can be 2ltered by the utilization of a site to fit

he needs of nan.,
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Utilization Factors

Cemeteries in Coles County have a definite pattern

of evolvement through time (Fig. 6). The first white set-
tlers entered the county in the 1820's. The first white set-
tler, as ascertained by the tombstone is Levi Doty, who iS'b
buried in Doty Cemetery (Pig. 7b), NE Sec. 1, T.11N., R.8E.
They settled in the southwestefn and south-~central parts of

the county, which was comprised of various prairies that at-—

tracted the first settlers who began farming the flat, fertile,
icleared land, As the need for cemeteries arose, they were es-
‘tabliéhed where the concentrations of people were located.

The decade of 1830 saw cemeteries being started in

2 dispersed pattern near each‘of thevnew towns and villages.
‘Family cemeteries, located on rural farms, were started dur-
ing the 1840's when the original settlers bégan to die.
Wanting to bé buried ¢n their lénd, these setﬁlers began a
‘plot.for the family's persgnal,use. Concentréted in the
south-central part of the county, these cemeteries are in

the time period when most cemeteries were established. The

i185O's saw a continuation of the small family cemeteries, but

;there were more started in the northern half of the county
gés:that area was beginning to be settled and farmed. These
first three decédes saw almost three-fourths of 21l the ceme—

teries in thne county incorporsted to accept buriels. Throush
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the next four decades, from 1860 to. 1900, the number of ceme-
teries begun declined quickly, until only two cemeteries were
initiated between 1880 and 1900. After the turn of the cen-
tury, only three cemetéries were started (Fig. 6). One was
a family plot, begun in 1915 and active for forty years, for
- the use of ten members of one family. The other two were
started in 1945 and 1949, One, the former, is a churchyard
kbegun by the congregation, and the latter is a memoriél gar—
den, the only modern style cemetery in the county.
Historically, the chronological progression of ceme-
tery'placement shows that the people placed cemeteries near
towns at‘first for oonveniencé, then began family plots on in-
dividual farms, and finally these cemeteries sgrew and expend-—
ed or were abandoned. This progression has shifted in accord
with the way that the population has settled the county.
Some cemeteries received more burials in certain years.
These cluster years caused cemetery expsnsion and even estab—
lishment of new cemeteries to handle the larger number of
burials. The reason behind these years having more deaths
is the occurrence of epidemics. Table I shows the cluster
years and the associated epidemic that ied.to~more burials in
the cemeteries.
A plethora of infant deaths in 1870 led to the search

for reszons behind cluster yesrs., It was the year of a chol-

[0)]
&)
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TABLE I }
EPIDEMICS CAUSING CLUSTER YEARS OF DEATH
Cluster Years Epidemics (Major - Minor)

1851—52 Cholera - Scarlet Fever
1862-63% Scarlet Fever - Typhoid Fever
1866 Cholera
1868-69 Scarlet Fever - Cholera
1370 Cholera Infantum - Influenza
1873 Influenza Psndemic
1875 Influenza - 3Scarlet Fever
1880-82 Smallpox - Scarlet Fever
1899 No apparent epidemic
1909 No apparent epidemic
1917-18 "Influenza Pandemic
Source: Issac D. Rawlings, The Rise and Fall

of Digease in Illinois, Vol., 1,
(Springzfield, Illinois: The State
Department of Public Health, 1927).

1

era epidemic that seriously affected infants. Other impor-

tant years with a considerable increase in deaths are 1880~

82 and 1917-18, two famous and deadly epidemics. The years

that do not have an apparent epidemic, could be a coincidence

or the result of exceptionally severe gseasonal weather.

Deetz and Dethlefsen bring out the possibility of more deaths

of older people in the winter months and young children in

2

the summer, Through casual observance of dates on tomb-

stones, this pattern seems to be prevalent in Coles County,

but a more detailed study of ages and dates of death would

need to be undertalken., £Lnother cuite nrevalent nattern wit!

o

>

Deetz and Dethlefsen, "Colonial Cémeteries,” p. 509.

n
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older married couples is the occurrénce of death four to six\\
weeks apart. When one partner dies, the other gives up the ,/
Lwilllto live and passes away shortly thereafter.

The utilization of 1and by cemeteries in the past

was conservative. Located on the steep and unproductive ag-—
ricultural land, the cemetery was near the outskirts of the
city. Aftér the cemetery was incorporated, the city expanded
and surrounded it. The value of this land rose and sometimes
the cemetery was relocated to utilize the land to the best
economic advantage. Fresently, cemeteries are located out-
side of urban areass where the land is inexpensive compared

to urban land. This land is distant enough from the urban
area so that urban expansion will not soon encroach upon it.

4 cemetery is planned usually'to the site available. kuch
alteration of the physical characteristics can occur, so that

man can have a cemetery layout designed to best suit his

needs.l+

After a cemetery has been incorporated, it can be
relocated. Cemeteries in Chicago have been relocated in the
past due to urban encroachment.5 Street widening, sanitary

reasons, and the construction of lakes and reservoirs also

4 . ’ . , .
For an explanation of the planning, construction,
and operation of a cemetery see, Drewes, Cemeterv lend Plan-

ine,
P

_DPattison, "Uemeteries in Chicago,”" p. 249.
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are reasons for relocation. Here in Coles County, eleven
cemeteries will be affected by the proposed construction of
' Lincoln Lake. The seasonal pool elevation of Lincoln Lake
(596') will cover or isolate six cemetefies and the flood
pool elevation (€29') will affect five cemeteries. Those
cemeteries that will be covered by the reservoir will have
to be relocated to higher ground, and those that might be
affected during flood stage will either need partial relo-

cation or the building of a levee to protect the low-lying

There are eight cemeteries that have little or no main-
,ﬁenancej11Coles County. The other fifty-nine, have good or ex-—
cellént care. An example of an abandoned cenmetery that has not
been in use since 1879 is shown in (Fig.3b), SZ Sec. 8, T.1llN.,
P;IOE. The heirs of the people buried in absndoned cemeteries

are long gone, so the lack of maintenance and vandalism of the

graves goes on unheeded. Those cemeteries that are abandoned,
should be included in the township cemetery funds allocated
for maintenance. Other mesns of providing msintenance are

upplied through perpetual care funds, trusts, or endowments.

‘munity project or as a Memorial Day Observance.6 A recent
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study by the Department of Housing and Urban Development re-
"habilitated an "ebandoned and derelict" cemetery in Pulaski,
Tenngssee, into a landscaped, memorial park.7

A cemetery today is valuable as a type of green space
As a green gspace, a cemetery provides

~in the urban system.

an open, parklike, landscaped area. In Coles County, the

- urban areass are surrounded by open land, so here the cemetery,
asa green space, is not presently valid, but in the future

it might be. This urbanlland that has a cemetery on it is
worth considerably more than rural land. As an urban land
vaiué, it can be worth more than the land in the Central
Businesé District.8 Most cemeteries operate as a bﬁsiness
concern with the obJjective to make money. Land boucht on

the urban fringe may cost 35,600 to $10,000 per acre. The
cemetery is laid out, and lots are sold for $200 to %$10,000
for a six by three foot plot. One acre of land can accomo-
date approximately 3,000 cemetery plots. So at a conservative
$1,000 a plot, a cemetery may gross #3,000,000 per scre or
€8 per square foot. This cost for cemetery lots may be as
high or higher than the cost for land at the peak value in-

tersection of the CBD. As an urban land value, cemeteries

| 7Fisher, "Cemeteries in Lsnd-Use Planning," pp. 527-
529.
8. ‘ - - , . -
_ vgrdwick, vYlaus, and sothwell, "Jemeteries sand Ur-
ban Land vValue," p. 19.
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;are the most expensive, most stabie, and longest lived form
of land use.

From its origin in Greek, a cemetery means a sleep-
ing place. The restful and serene atmosphere that a cemetery
holds is the basis of man's sentiment towards cemeteries.
Cemeteries are a place of ghosts, Halloween night pranks,
~and scary stories to many children and even adults. MNor-
i'bidity énd weirdness of the burial pléce repulses the aver-
age American, except to bury the dead or to pay homage to
them. Cn the other hand rost people will agree that a cene-
tery's hallowed ground is the only proper place to dispose
‘of the dead., Therefore, there is a conflict between the re-
pulsiveness of & cemetery and the sbsolute neéd to bury the
dead there. With the advent of more bﬁactical and oven-mind-
ed thinking, cemeteries in genersl and memorial parks in par-
ticular are trying to make the ;necessary evil" of a cemetery
more appealing. By the liberal use of landscéping, the ceme-
tery is planned to be eternal, using the timeless features
of the landscape, evoking the feeling of a besutiful snd spa-
. cious harmony between the living, the dead, and their God.9
But for a cemetery to acheive a more common appeal, instead

| of appall, the fear of death in the United States will have .

John Orrsbee Bimonds, landscane Architecture, (Lew

Tfork: ... Jod e vorporation, lJiol), p. 92.

[
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Sto be eliminated.

Although a few cemeteries in Coles County have been
vandalized by unthinking persons, generally a cemetery is not
molested or disturbed. People recognize the spiritual és
well as the physical existence of a cemetery. In some rural
greas of Southern Illinois, Price notes that certain ceme- |
teries on farms have had the markers removed and the land.
put back into culfivation.lo Cnly one known cemetery in
Coles County is almost to that point now. Having only nine-
teen graves, the markers have been vandalized, snd are lying
broken on the ground. The farmer cultiveting the ground has
' plowed to within inches of the markers, snd it will only be‘

a matter of time until the markers are stacked around s lone

maple tree and the remaining ground plowed under. However,
there is a general reluctsnce to disturb cemeteries.
Various religious beliefs that pervade cause a ceme-—

tery to be placed and utilized in certain ways. Barly Judeo-

Christisn beliefs required that the dead be buried. Hill or

mountaintops are spiritual locations in the history of the

early Jews and Christians. DMost of the important events in
|
the Bible occurred at such places. These hill and mountsin-

tops became the choice spiritual locations for the cemeter—

N,
ya

shristians held that when the Judg-

ies., Religicus beliefs of

| Oprice, "Cemetery Study," p. 206.

L)
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‘ment comes, it will be from the East, followed by the resur-—
irection of the body. ZIFrom this comes the orientation of the
‘graves in a cemetery. The bodies of the dead will be placed

with the feet towards the East. This orientation is impor-
: R

~tant not only spiritually, but also td the site selection of
‘the cemetery. ©So as to provide enough room for graves, the
| cemetery is placed with an adequate vista to the East., An
}interesting religious point connected with churchyards in
‘England, but not common in Illinois is related by Puckle:

An interesting point to note in a church-
yard is that whilst south, east, and west of the
church the gravestones are packed as closely as /
space will allow, on the north very often no
headstones are to be seen. In some csses we may
find that additions to the structure of the
church have been made on this side only, for the
simple reason that there were no graves to dis-
turb, thus leaving the ground free for building
operations. Here then, they buried their out-
casts, the murderer on the north, his victim in
a place of honour, east, west, or south.

In order to understand the matter we must
know that the north or left-hand side of the al-
tar which is, of course, in the chancel in the
east end of the church, is known as the Gospel
side, whilst the right or south side of the al-
tar is called the Epistle side.

Before the teformstion, this country con-
formed to this Romen Catholic practice. The un-—
derlying idea of this 1s that the Gospel was:
preached to "Call not the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.™ Hence the side from which the
Gospel is read was delegated to those who, having
comnitted crimes, were in greater need of salva-
tion, and those so buried were said to be "out of 11
sanctuary."

llPuckle, "Funeral Customs," pp. 149-150.
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Ls an offshoot of religious beliefs comes religious discrimi-
nation in cemeteries. Psttison notes that in Chicago, Il1li-
nois, one-third of all cemeteries operate with segregation

of the dead on religious grounds.l2

There are eighteen ceme-
"teries in Coles County that have active churches adjacent to
them, and also one that is Roman Catholic. That makes 31

percent of the cemeteries in Coles County segregated on re-
ligious'grounds compared to 3% percent in Chicago. Discrimi-
nation does not stop at religion, but also extends to nation-
ality and race. There are many nationality and Negro ceme-
teries in Cbicago, but there are ncne in Coles County. Cer-
tain sections within commercial cemeteries in Coles County

have been set aside for various fraternal and veteran grou?s)

Man can act with the physical site factors, he can

alter them to any given situation, but where and what he does
is controlled by statutes and laws. Cemeteries are subject
to regulation by lesw so that there can be public health and
safety considerations. 1n Illinois, various acts and amend-
nsents are applied to cemeteries. They cover the following

areas: In General, Public Graveyards, Ownership and Trans-

fer of Land, Orgenization and Ownership of Cemetery Associa-

tions, Burial Places of War Veterans, Neglected Gra?es and

12, . ~ . NP,
Pattison, "Uemeteries in Chicaco,” »n, 251.
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Cemeteries, Perpetual Trusts, Cemetery Care Act, Cemetery
Maintenance Districts, and Fational Cemeteries,13 vaering
subjects from gravestones, land, and ownership, to a fine for
shooting a weapon in a cemetery, the statutes cover every-
thing including the fact that cemeteries cannot be incorpor-
ated within a mile of a city, village, or’incorporated area.
Cemeteries are definite landscape featufeé that are
explained by phenomena both physical and spiritual. These
phenomena explain where, why, and how a cemetery is utilized.
They also explain the cemetery as a planned, not resultant,
type of landscape feature. As an expression of death, these

-physical and spiritual characteristics of cemeteries reveal

ran's sction on and use of his land.

lBIllinois Revised Statutes,
14

p. 551-575.
p. 551-575.

g

(e

Illinois Revised Statutes,

14




CHAPTER III

THE TYPE AND SIZE QF CEMETERIES

By classifying the cemeteries of Coles County by
‘type and size, it became apparent that there were similaf-
ities and differences amoﬁg the classified cemeteries. Var-

ious schemes were tried and a classification that best suit-

ed Coles County evolved. These different types enable the

various cemeteries to be compared. The cemeteries are

classified by the number of burials that exist. Size per-

tains to both the number of burials in each cemetery and also
to the amount of land that the cemeteries occupy. How a
cenetery wss established, grew, or becauie abandoned can be
related to its type and number of burials. In a spatial

distribution, the cemeteries show a definite pattern that

can be verified through the use”of a statistical techhique,

chi-square.

Cemetery Types

In an attempt to group the cemeteries into different
classifications the method used by Price was utilized for

(See Appendix I).

the data sheet.l After the field_research

began, it became apparent that the cemeteries did not fit

-%2-
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Price's classifications. The reason was that Coles County

has an appreciably larger pbpulation than Price's study area
in Southern Illinois, therefore, more burials. Altering the

| size limits given by Price for the type of cemetery cave a
 better grouping for the cemeteries in Coles County. Each of
'the four types and their assogiated size limits, time periods,
and status, have.various reasons that caused its delimitation

in the scheme of classification.

TABLE II
CENETERY TYPES
Undeveloped Plot (1860-1880) (20 graves or less)
Family Plot (1840-1920) (21 to 100 graves)
Rural Center (1850-1972) (101 to 500 graves)
Urban Center (1850-1972) (501 graves or more)

Undeveloped Plot Type
The undeveloped plot type of cemetery was utilized
to its greatest extent from 1860 to 1880. This type is actu-~
ally part of the family plot type, but to separate the two,
a division by size was used. These ceméteries began as small
family plots, and they never increased in size. Of the seven
cemetefies in this type, the average number of burials is
ten. Not one of this type is in active use today, and only
two are maintained. No mainteﬁance is undertakén in the

cther five, where vanda

‘brush are prevalent (Fig. 3b). Cne of the undeveloped plot

=

ism and neavy ~rowtn of weeds and
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cemeteries is locéted in the middle of an athletic field neaf
the Charleston Junior High School (Fig. 7a), NE Sec. 14, T.12
‘N., 3;9E} Cnly because of its historical significance has it

- survived. It is the grave of Nathan Ellington, the second
City Clerk of Charleston, and his wife. An undeveloped plot
cemetery was really the start of a family plot, but had few
‘burials and then became gbandoned. They were separated in

- this study from the family plot typé because all of the family
plots were utilized for longer periods of time and in many

cases eventually became the rural and urban center cemeteries.

kFamily Plot Type

lost of the cemeteries that have less than 100 graves
were utilized from 1840 to 1920 as a family cemetery, started
on a small plot'on some‘secluded part of a farm (Fig. 7b), NE
Sec. 1, T.1LlN., R.8E. There are many family plots scattered
over the gounty because poorlyrdeveloped transportation routes
had some limiting effect on the distance that a body could be
carried from home. The family plots either grew iﬁto a rural
or urban center cemetery or became inactive. This growth can
be attfibuted‘to the road pattern and the concéntrations of
béoplé. “Eariy roads that bedame the main arteries of trans-
portation formed the access to these cemeteries. As the wagon
ruts became hard surfaced roads tiacse cereteries iiearer GO

these roads developed and grew into the rural center ceme-

me e e n




Fig, Pa--Undeveloped Plot Type of

Cemetery (20 graves or less)

Fig, 7b-=Family Plot Type of

Cemetery (21 to 100 graves)
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teries. Those cemeteries that did not have adequate access

slowly became inactive. As a dividing line between a family

‘plot and a rural center, 100 graves was chosen because fam-
ily plot cemeteries are usually located off the main roads,

and rural center cemeteries are located on the main roads.

Rﬁrai Center Type

Located near a church, a small town, a crossroads, or

a rural concentration of people, the rural center cemetery
began as a family plot and grew from 1850 to the present.

The eddition of a church of hard surfaced road nearby enabled
these cemeteries to expand and provide more burial space (Fig. .
f8a), NW Sec. 12, T.l2ﬂ., R.10E. Having excellent maintenance, ' i
~ these rural ceﬁter cemeteries still accept buriesls. Feople
\today will usually bury their dead in places that are access-
ible and still maintained.

Within rural and urban‘center cemeteries, is a dis-
~tinet pattern of burial. Statrting out as a small family
‘plot, the cemetery grows around that nucleus. OCn a hill or
. high elevation, the initial graves of the family are located.
‘More graves are added symmetrically around and proceeding 1
down off the hill. Thus, the extreme boundaries have the
mosﬁ recent burials. Francaviglia noted this occurrence in-

o

his work on cemetberies snd also notes thet 1f & n:

&)

tural or

man-mnade barrier stops the symmetricel growth, such as a river,




Fig. 8a--Rural Center Type of

Cemetery (101 to 500 graves)

Fig., 8b=--Urban Center Type of

Cemetery (501 graves or more)
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road, or boundary, the growth will flow out from the central
nucieus in the available dii*ections.2 This growth pattern
‘can be found in most other cemeteries, either in the symmet—
rical form or in a form where the first graves are at one

end ‘of the cemetery and the following graves fill the cemetery

to the other end.

Urban Center Type

Urban center cemeteries are usually located in a city:
or town or near the fringes of the urban area. Cemeteries
near the cities have grown since 1850, and even more rapidly
since the end of the 19th century (Fig. 8b), N¥W Sec. 9, T.iEN.,
R.9E. As the rural population shifted to the urban aress, the
ceneteries nearest the cities were more convenient and there-
fore received more burisls. ILarge cemeteries are laid out in
two basic styles. The first is the Hillhouse Plan, developed
by James Hillhouse..5 Laid,outzwith streets and block patterns,
the dead are buried in square plots usually surrounded by low
stone curbs ar wrought iron fences (Fig. 9a), NW Sec. 9, T.12
N.y R.OE. Even in death; people are segregated to social class
neighborhoods. The expensive plots, on the top of the hill or

where the view is beautiful, are the locations of the promi-

A

2Francaviflia, "Cemetery fs & Landscavne,” p. 508.

3Jec}:son, "Trom lonuwment to Flace," p.23.

T




Qa--Hillhouse Plan

of a cemetery

Fig. 9b-=Memorisl Garden

of a cemetery
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nent, well-to-do, leaders of the community and society.4 A
| -

|curving road pattern, an abscence of monuments, and an expanse

of grass mark the other style of urban cemeteries (Fig. 9b),

| flush with the ground markers are allowed and this enables
wlawn mowers to mow over, not around, any monuments. Today

|the fourteen urban center cemeteries receive about seventy-

1five percent of all burials in Coles County. |

Status and Number of Burials

An important relationship between the type and size

5 11

| of the cemeteries is the status of those cemeteries.

 of the cemeteries that have less than fifty burials are in-

|active today (Fig. 10). Only three of the fourteen family
| plot cemeteries are acti#e today. The rural center cemeter?
|ies have nine inactive and twenty-three active cemeteries.
A1l of the urban center cemeteries are active today. There

| are forty active and twenty-seven inactive cemeteries in

4A study of cemeteries as they relate to social con-
'sciousness is W.L. Warner, The Living and The Dead, (llew Ha-
ven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1959), pp. 230-320.

5Active means that a burial has occurred within the
last two years, or that plots are still being utilized even
if they have all been sold. Inactive means that burials
| have 1ot occurred for two yesrs, or that the ce: Ty 1s
lnot used asnymore or it has hecore abendoned.

-eve

Thailly AN




-41-

SIZE GROUPINGS. OF CEMETERIES
IN COLES COUNTY, ILLINOIS

L

INACTIVE

ACTIVE

= fsetass
10 or  11-20 21-50
LESS MORE

NUMBER OF BURIALS PER CEMETERY

FIG. 10
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Coles County. A trend nhas developed according to the number
of burials. As a cemetery incfeases in.the number of burials,
it is more apt to be active. Cemeteries élso have another
size, that being the number of acres dévoted to cemetery use.
In Coles County, there are approximately 284 acres utilized |
as cemeteries, That is .44 of a Square mile, and since there
are 509 square miles in the county, cemeteries occupy .09

percent of the land in the county.

'Chi—Square

VBy using a statistical technicue, chi-scuare, the
cemeteries were found to be in a clustered distribution,
rather than a random or a regular distribution. The cemne-
teries are clustered in the south-central and south-easstern
parfs of the county. Chi-square is useful in showing dié-
tributién patterns, but it is fallible because the way that
the area studied is divided can affect the results., By di-
viding the county into a grid pasttern that had the maximum
number of representative units, an accurate result was de-
termined. This technique was utilized to provide addition-
al verification of the clustered pattern of the cemeteries,
rather than relying on possible biased visual stervation.

Various types and size limits, applied to the ceme-

1 =

teries in Coles Jountyv, snow thet there are relationshins

among the various cenieteries. <These types divide the ceme-
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teries into more easily definable groups, so that the dif-
ferent types can be compared. These comparisons show that
a cemetery's function can be explsined by the number of bur-
ials, the fact that it is active or inactive, and their util-

ization throughout the county.6

6Perhaps an explanation of the statistical technigue
- chi-square would be in order. The formula for chi-square isz

‘ 5 X2 = chi-square e
5 T (0 - E) ¥ = sum of ,
X = O = what one actually observes in H
E a field survey
BE =

zones or grids of the survey

An srea is divided into a grid pattern thst has no more than
%0 zones., he various varisbles are calculated, the result
is referred to a chi-square table, and the finsl result is
interpreted. If the final result is near 0.0, the distribu- L
tion is clustered, near 0.5, 1t is rendom, and near 1.0, it ‘

is regular or even. Chi-square is a statistical technique

that is used to determine if there is a specific type of

spatial distribution.

E
- h) > i
what is expected to be in the P!




CHAPTER IV
MEMCRIALS AND MCNUMENTS

A segment of the study of necrogeography is the di-
mension stone that is quarriéd, cut, carved, and polished in-
to either plain or elaborate memorials and monuments for the
dead., Along with other types of memorials, these are placed
in cemeteries to give the dead lasting immortality instead of
anonymity. Since ancient times, man-has been erecting memor-
ials and smonuments for his dead. 'T'hese items probably began
as cairns raised over the graves of the dead, presumably to
protect fhe remains from desecration by marauders. Next
came the tombs of the Pharaohs, the Pyramids, the fifteen
million dollar Taj Mahal, and‘eventually the modern granite
or marble stone to mark and commemorate the dead. Presently
memorials are also being made‘of'such varied and surprising
materials as bronze, Brass, cement, fiberglass, and even plas-
tics. Dlemorials and monuments have s source, a function, a
market, a style preference that varies through time, and dem-—
ographic features that enable them to be an important part

of necrogeography.

Type and Market of Memorial Stone
In the United Stotes, the nost proeriaent trpes of

VI
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;mémorials and monuments are produced from granite and mar-—
ble dimension stone that is specially selected for uniform-
1ity, flawlessness, and the ability to take a high polish.
‘Both'granite and marble are found in the United States, with
the main producing areas shown on the accompanying map (Fig.
111). The main reason granite and marble are utiiized for

. memorials snd monuments is theif enduring quality. This is

i the cheif selling point of a certain stone. As the advertis-—

ing pamphlet for the Rock of Ages Corporation of Barre, Ver-

»

Only a SmALMARK zock of Ages lMonument shows the
character and individuality of the person or family
it commemorates and carries the message to genera-
tions yet unborn. Generation to generation, ever- 1
lasting! _

Aséociated to durability, one must consider that
| granite is a mixture of minerals that contract and expand at
different rates with temperature changes, and thus will slow-

ly disintegrate. lMarble is soluble in water that contains

carbon dioxide. So over a period of years, any granite or
marble will disintegrate or dissolve. The United States Bur-~
eau of Mines discuss this in its Information Circular on Me-—

morial Stone. They take a middle-of-the-road position.

l g : 1 o3 a A - : 12
"l'emorisls by Hock of Ares CJorporation - Barre,
erront,”" (Tuide Book of the lemorial Disnlsy st the Jrafts-

an venter and Tourist zeception Center), undated, p. 15.
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Owing‘to differences in composition and physical

propertieg, certain granites may be more endur-

ing than the average marble and certain marbles

may last longer than the average granite. 2
But éven so, if one went to purchase a monument from any
deéler today, the purchase probably would be a granite stone
and not a marble one.

Of the other types of memorials and monuments the
next best seller is the bronze marker or plate. This item
has recently become a volume item because Cértain cemeteries
have recently halted the erection of stone monuments to fa-
cilitate masintenance. The bronze markervis placed flush
with the ground in what are now called memorial gardens.
When the lawn is mowed, the mower passes over the marker in-
stead of mowing and trimming around stone monuments. Jue o
conservation of natural resources, much researchrand develop-
ment hss gone into the perfection of fiberglass, pre-cast
cement, and plastic memorials and monuments. However, these
will take some time to become popular.

Table III shows the production of memorial granite
and marble in the United States from 1948 to 1968. Quaﬁity

has stayed fairly static while price has increased rapidly.

2United States, Department of the Interior, Bureau
of Mines, Memorial Stone, by Oliver Bowles, Information Cir-
cular 7720 (Yashincton, D.U.: Governnent Printine Cffice,
1955, p. 5.
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TABLE ITT
MEMORIAL STCKE PRODUCED IN THE UNITED STATES
' 1948 - 1968
GRANITE VMARBLE

Year |Cubic feet Value Cubic feet Value

1948 3,%26,990 | $16,458,601 397,260 | $4,082,470
1949 2,772,580 15,100,149 552,720 5,657,710
1950 2,066,710 14,946,508 296,120 2,878,374
1951 2,609,134 14,606,45% 242,553 2,244,771
1952 2,508,994 14,458,426 284,695 2,658,634
1953 2,853,833 17,200,458 263,103 2,455,049
1954 2,601,135 15,442,632 241,320 2,662,45%
1955 2,575,451 1%,972,579 559,931 3,%21,5699
1956 2,575,064 14,755,609 257,925 3,260,537
1957 2,694,548 15,242,758 291,688 3,698,862
1958 2,592,000 13,889,000 251,000 3,368,000
1959 2,680,000 , 15,199,000 151,000 2,501,000
1960 2,518,000 16,409, 000 155,000 2,691,000
1961 2,567,000 15,912,000 169,000 2,728,000
1962 2,529,000 15,962,000 205,000 3,140,000
19-3 2,847,000 15,729,000 459,000 74,294,000
1964 2,924 000 156,529,000 216,000 3,835,000
1965 3,006,000 16,885,000 215,000 4,017,000
1966 2,890,000 18,261,000 212,000 5,855,000
1967 2,697,000 19,415,000 221,000 4,000,000
1968 2,77%,000 22,502,000 96,000 2,118,000

Source: United States, Department of Interior,

Minerals Yearbook, 1948 through 1968,

(Washington,D.C.:

ters.

Government rrlntln
Office, 1948 through 1968), Stone Chap-
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The memorial display of the Rock of‘Ages Corporation has

twenty-eight different monuments of which the average price

is 3:5_1,285_.5 Matthews lMemorial Bronze of Pittsburgh, Penn-

sylvania supplies their markers for %75 to $180, ". . . in-

scribed with the name of the deceased and his dates of birth
" v

and demise.”

Dealers of memorials and monuments are located a

short distance from the cemetery gates, usually for conven-
ience to the cemetery, but also to be located near the avail-
able market., Older people,wio are wmore apt to visit ceuwe-—

teries, see the dealers operation and make pre-need purchases,

so that when they pass on, their arrangements are already

prepared, One source of competition to the dealers occurs
when two establishments both dccupy the trade area in front

of the cemetery's gates. - But the real source of competition

is "Tombstones By Mail." ©Sears, Roebuck and Company offers
their liné of memorials and\mdnuments either by mail or de-
livery to the cemetery of your choice. Priceé start‘at
$88.88 and installment plans may be arranged, or a buyer can
"Charge It."

‘Memorial stone industries are highly raw material

SuNemorials by Rock of Ages," pp. 3-14.

Y

G L X . , . ,
Iitford, ‘he Aierican Yay of Jesth, »n. 142,

O
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orieﬁted. The rough stone is quarried, sortea, inspected,:
and sized to reduce bﬁlk before it is shipped. Then at ﬁhe
manufaéturing center the stone is cut, polished, buffed, and
finally carved before it is crated and'shipped to the retail
dealers. From the quarry to the retail dealer takes,/on the
average, three months. Transportatipn is a large portion of

the ultimate price, which the consumer has to bear.

Sﬁyles‘ofVMemorials and Monuments

Style plays an important part to the memorial and
monument industry; Through time, the desires of people
change and the styles of stones change with them. Price
notes that marble monuments ". . . first appeared about 1840
and were used until about 1900.”5 In his study area of
Southern Illinois, gfénite became po?ular after 1900 and by
1930, ﬁ. . . Most stones were Qf granite.“6 Price deline-
ates only five monument styles; 1) hand carved sandstone
slab, 2) marble slab, 3) marble obelisk, &) modern granite,
and 5) bronze plate. ZFrancaviglia d1v1des monuments into
nine categories, which are variations on Price's classifica-
tion.7 In Coles County, there are twenty-one variations of

Price's basic five styles., Illustrations and explanations

-

5:Tice, "Seretery Stud o ," p. 20

e

[
\

S NS e L H [SYaY=
rrice, "Uenetery osoudy,” pn. 205,

&

7Francaviglia, "Cemetery As A Landscape,ﬁ pp. 502-504,
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of the ten most commonly occurring styles will follow.

A1l of the monument styles in Coles County are widely T

distributed., Since the early settlers formed a homogeneous
group, their preferences in monuments were also homogeneous.
There are exceptions and unique styles, but generally most

of the styles can be found throughout the county.

The earliest style of monument is the rough sandstone

slab that was quarried locally (Fig. 12a), SE Sec. 6, T.11N.
R.7E. These monuments are from the period of 1830 to 1840.
When the county was being settied, transportation rOQtes wex
nqt yvet well developed and the locsl sandstone was utilized
before transportation systems broucht marble into the area.
Marble wés Said to have been brought from Europe as ballast

in the sailing ships.

Various types of marble were used from 1840 to 1900

‘throughout the entire county (Fig. 12b), NE Sec. 30, T.12W.,

R.11E. In the center of the illustration are marble slabs,

either square-topped or pointed. This style was popular from

1840 to 1880, recording usually the date of death, the name

of the deceased, a kinship term (Father, Mother, Wife, Son,

Daughter), age in years, months, and days, sometimes a place

of origin (County and State), sometimes a cause of death,
and a motif. OCommon motifs are a vointing index finrer up-

cepyen ) s LGV ~ N P hare B
wards, syvmbolizins the asscent to Hesven and God
;

2 dove, sTymM—

?

e




12a--Sandstone Slabs

(1830 - 1840)

Fig. 1l2b==larble lMonuments
Left foreground - Coffin (1870)

Center - Slabs (1840 - 1880)

Right - Arch (1880 - 1885)




-5%—

bol of constancy, devotion, and innocence; twin trees, symbol
of marriage until one tree has fallen, symboliZing'the death
of one partner; and a rope and anchor, a Christian symbol of

8 Cther motifs are a lamb for an infant

eternity and death.
or éhild, and a clenched flag for a soldier killed in combat.‘
In another style a man and wife are symbolized by a marble

arch, where each supporting pillar symbolizes one of the part—

ners and the lintel.joins the two together even in death.

This style was popular from 1880 to 1885, Also in (Fig. 12b),

is a marble coffin which is a unique type of monument. After
the Civil War, the height and elaborateness of monuments in-
creesed to a peak in the Victorian Period during the 1890's.,
The obelisk was populsr from 1370 to 1895, DMsrble obelisks
took many shapes and forms, thé square obelisk in front and
the eight sided obelisk in the rear (Fig. 13a), NE Sec. 30,
7.12N., R.11E., represent two common’forms. There are also
round, six-sided, flat-topped, draped-top, ball-topped, pyra—
midal-topped, and gabled obelisks. Marble began to lose its
popularity to granite at the turn of thé century, but one fi-
nal style of marble closed out the period. A heart shaped
stone was produced by a local stone carvef for a period of

ten years from 1895 to 1905 (Fig. 13b), NW Sec., 14, T.11N.,

“Zdrmund Vincent Gillion, Jr.,

one “uobints, (tew York; 2Zover Iubli




13a~-=lMarble Obelisks

(1870 = 1895)

Fie, 1%3b-=Marble Heart

(1895 - 1905)
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R. 10E, This particular style has the same type of lettering,
design, and size, and it can be found throughout the county.
It was used primarily for the graves’of infants and children.
Signifying the end of the opulent Victorian Period, the gran-
diose monuments that‘represented immortality of the deceased
were slowly being phaééd out;_ Styles changed and smaller, more
conservative granite‘monuments came into vogue.

With the beginning of the 20th century, both marble
and granite monuments were in use. But by 1920, most monuments
were carved irom, granite. A wlde variety of patterns and
colors were availsble to choose from, rather than the plain
white or gray marble. Lavish ornate forms were changed into
plain geometric shapes.k Blocks, cylinders, and short obelisks
were the styles from 1900 to 1930. A basic granite block wifh
rough sides, top, and back was populsr in the 1930's (Fig. 14a),
SE Sec. 8, T.1l1N., R.7E. The costs of prcducing the stone
were kept down by polishing'oﬁly one face, that on which the
data is carved.. Ornamentation and flourishes carved on the
stone were reduced, énd by the 1560's the granite block assumed
plain polished sides, with only the name and the dates of birth
and death (¥ig. 14b), NE Sec. 12, T.11F., R.8E. Granite todsy
ig the most popular monument in usé, where it is usually found
in the newer sections of the cemeteries,

ew of Ceath bDecone nore practical,

f_J-

s the nublic v
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Fig. l4a--Rough Granite Block

(1920 - 1950)

Fig. l4b--Smooth Granite Block

(1950 - 1972)
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economy and prudence made possibie the use of the bronze
plate, set flush with the ground (Fig. 15a), NW Sec. 16, T.12
N., R.8E. Placed in the memorial garden, the bronze plate
enabies the cemétery to achieve a parkliké, unspoiled land-
scape. By shrinking the size of the memorial, the view of
death shifted from that of the Victorian Period to a more
réserved commemoration of the desd.

One interesting type of monument, common to Coles
Cdﬁnty, is the use of glacial erratics (Fig. 15b and Fig.
| .12M., R.1CE. snd =W Sec. 16, T.11N., R.SE.
Brought down by the glaciers, these large stones provide mat-
erial for a monument fhat is free, if found on 6ne's property.
The data is simply carved onto a smoothed surface, and an
attractive monument is created.

Ornate religious monuments are notkaommon in the ceme-
teries of Coles County, except in Calvary, the Roman Catholic
cemetery in lattoon., Here a ﬁnique motif exists. Nearly all
memorials and monuments have a cross form on them, éymbolizing
Christ's Crucifixion and Resurrection from the Dead. DMichael,
the Archangel, some presume, will greet all of the resurrected
dead at the Gates of Heaven at the final Judgment (Fig. 16b),

W Sec. 12, T.12N., R7E. Sk )

Memorial and monument deslers are located nesr the

.

cates of - lar~e urban cereteries asz previocusly
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Fig, 1l6a=-=Glacial Erratic

(1934)

Fig., 16b=--Ornate Religious

(1922)
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of the large urban cemeteries in lMattoon and Charleston have

dealers near their gates (Fig. 17), SE Sec. 11, T.11N., R.7Z.

Demographic Studies
Memorials and monuments lend themselves to demogra-
phic studies. As a source of data, cemeteries can provide
demographic statistics.9 Deetz and Dethlefsen have written
two articles on historical, archeological, and cultural phe-

10
nomena of gravestones.

It can be seen that gravestones are probably unique
in permitting the anthropologist to investigate in-
terrelated changes in style, religion, population,
personal and societal values, and social organiza-
tion under absolute chronological control with a
full higstorical record against which to project 1

results for accuracy. 1

The data gathered can give the socilal étanding, wealth, and
power of the people in the area. Geographically, the study of
gravestones can give a spatial distribution of the styles of
monuments, people, and their settlement patterns. Carved onto
stone, these written records will prove'to be a key to man's
past.

As long as man is dying, there will be the desire to

9T.H.Hollingworth, Historical Demogravphy, (Ithaca,
New York: Cornell University Press, 1969), p. #43.

D 1, "Uolonial lemeteries,
502-5103 and "Zeatu's wead,” no. 29-357.

3

e
b

llDeetz and Dethlefsen, "Colonial Cemeteries," p. 503.
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fig. 17--Memorial Dealer

by Dodge Grove Cemetery

Mattoon, Illinois
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memorialize him. The market for memorials and monuments will
therefore increase. DMemorials and monuments are an economic
venture where man provides a needed service for his fellow
man, while providing a living for himsélf. They tend to be
the main focus of attention in a cemetery, and rightly so,

because of the wealth of information about man that they hold.




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CCLCLUSICLS, AND RECOKMENDATIONS

Summary and Conclusions

In Coles County, man has established cemeteries on the
basis of a proper site. Landforms, drainage, soils, and vege-
tation are important in the site selection of a cemetery. A
cemetery is usually located on the highest elevation of a
landform, either on moraines or on glacial till. lieeding good
drainage, a cemetery is located near a drainage ariery and
also on a soil association that is well-drained. Red cedar
trees are an ilmportant type of vegetation that is found in
cemeteries, along with the wide expanses of grass. In making
a decision as to the location bf a site for a cemetery, these
various items are taken into account. Man's utilization of
éemeteries depends upon his need for a cemetery, the proximity
of a cemetery to a road or church, the possibility of reloca-
tion, the abandonment through disuse or inaccessibility; and
his spiritual and religious needs. These site and utilization
factors express the charascteristics that make cemeteries un-
usual landscape features.

In classifying cemeteries into various types, they
were.compared and contrasted. Four types were selected and

then were delinited by the number of burials in ezch ceretery

e




They are: 1) Undeveloped Plot (20 graves or less); 2) Family
qut (21 to 100 graves); 3) Rural Center (101l to 500 graves);
and 4) Urban Center (501 graves or more). The classifications
indicated that an undeveloped plot began as.a family plot and
never grew, that the family plot stayed under 100 burisls in
size due to inaccessibility and poor roads, that a rural cen-
ter‘began as a family plot and became larger when a hard road
or a church was placed nearby, and that an urban center was
near a city and grew due to its accessibility. Whether a ceme-
was inactive or active was related to its size and type, with
the undeveloped and family plots being inactive and the rural
and urban centers belng active.

VMemorials and monuments perform a function to man in
giving him lasting immortality; They are an important means
of conveylng his social status, wealth, and cultural background.
In their various styles, they show man's preferences through
time, As man's attitudes chaﬁge; so do the styles of monuments,
from the early crude sandstone slabs, used because it was
available locally, to marble, for its ostentation and popuiar-
ity in the‘Victorian Period, to granite, for its simplicity
and attractiveness, and finally to the bronze plate, for its
reserved commemoration of the dead. Memorials and monuments
have g source and a market throuchout the United States. They

are available from the ‘tlontic to the Teocific 204 o2n be »ur-

L o W Lins -

‘chased from a retail dealer who is usually located nesr a cene-
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tery's gaetes. A monument can be utilized for the written re-
cordé carved on them, to provide an important key to man's past.

| There are three conclusions that were reached regarding
necrégeography. They were:

1) In the past, other geographers such as Price and Kniffen
stated there was a need for further research in necrogeography.
After studying the cemeteries of Coles County, ideas for more
research were developed. They are demographic studies and set-

tlements patterns derived from data gathered from tombstones

§

g

MGl e

ct

andes T S ~ A=l ~ NV man A N 2L
¢ utilize the land ©to iv

[E
cy
l_h

AT T T ,;"d:aa . ~ e
ALl Lgalilu uodtT ouvuuwlircoco a o UL
2) 1In Coles County, the location of cemeteries is related
to the land. This conclusion was reached when it was discov-

ered that they are usually on the highest elevation of the land

in the local area, they are located near a drainage artery,
they are located on three soil associations that are well-
drained, and that the cemeteries have a distinct type of vege-
tation, this being red cedar trees and wide expanses of grass.
3) DNecrogeography is a valid way to present the facts and
implications of cemeteries as a psrt of the study of man's ac-
tion on, and use of, his land, because it helps to give him a

better understanding of his world.

Recommendations for Further Research
A need for studyving ceneteries has been presented, and

the potential for further resesrch exists. 1t can ve eitner




in demographic studies, in the deveiopment of a séttlement
pattern, or in a land use study. These three areas portend
possibilities for further research.

. The first, demographic studies, has been outlined by
Deetz and Dethlefsen. They plan to study the style, type,

and size of tombstones.  The data carved on the stones will

also be considered. Such as: kinship terms, causes of deaths,

epidemics determined by dates of death, seasonal varistions
of death, genealogies, social status, place of origin, and
the developement of settlement patterns. An anaiysis of tne
data available on tombstones could reveal these and possibly
other relationships about men's past.

The second research possibility is the develonment
of an sccurate settlement pattérn bagsed on data from tomb-
stones. By utilizing nstionality nsmes or places of origin,
influxes of different groups of people might be identified
by data gathered from cemeteries.

As g third resesrch possibility, cemeteries could be
studied with regard to their land use. In a large urban area,
they can be a large consumer of spasce, where there may be dif-
ficulties in getting more space due to'the price of adjoinihg
land or the prevailing zoning laws. Relocation snd abandonment

of cemeteries are definite problems of land use, esnecially

W3 - 1 1 . R -,
when there sre lecal mroblemns a
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teries is one area of this study that can become consequential.
The information about those abandoned cemeteries could be turn-
ed over to the proper authorities, and thus be restored to a
morerpresentable state. Also one final idea associated with
land use is the planning of future commercial cemeteries.

Since physical characteristics enter into the planning, con-
struction, and operation of a cemetery, possibly more des-
criptive information could be made available by a geographer

to a prospective or a present cemetery operator.

These directions for further research are Jjust soue

of the ways that necrogeography can be utilized. Perhaps

one of the‘most important reasons behind the pursuit of
necrogeogranrhy, 1s to bring the facts, folklore, implications,
and fascination that cemeteriés hold, into a valid and useful
study relating man to his land. It is hoped that in some

measure this study has contributed to that end.
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Checklist and Data Sheet

for Cemetery Study
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