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Proceedings 

 

 

Introduction 

 

Ocean wave information relies on the collection of oceanographic and meteorological data, 

analysis and interpretation of the data, and dissemination of the resulting information prod-

ucts. These products can range from statistical tables and charts to bulletins and technical re-

ports. Operational oceanography is distinct in that the science is focused on the development 

of information products that are used for decision making. Ocean wave conditions are a ma-

jor constituent in any operational plan and are important to support safe maritime activities 

such as navigation, loading ships, fishing, recreation, mineral extraction, power generation, 

and military exercises. This workshop goes beyond consideration of descriptive wave prod-

ucts such as spectra from buoys, hindcasts from historical weather records, and forecasts 

from wave models. It provides the opportunity for participants to share their procedures for 

preparing and distributing wave information products; workshop attendees will discuss how 

their products are actually used to support decision making. Scientists, engineers, and man-

agers have been invited to present ideas, research results, case studies, work in progress, and 

system demonstrations related to the use of wave buoys, models, and information to support 

operations. Discussions will highlight how wave information is used to make decisions such 

as the issuance of warnings to mariners, evacuation of coastal areas, routing of ships into fa-

vorable seaways, and efficient deployment of marine spill response equipment. This work-

shop provides a forum for operational oceanographers to stimulate discussion, provide new 

insights, and provide feedback for focused experiments. 

 

Workshop papers and presentations can be accessed online at URL: 

  

                  http://scholarworks.uno.edu/oceanwaves/2015. 

 

Organizing Committee 

 

Workshop Chairs: 

     Dr. Bhaskar Kura, P.E., Director of Maritime Environmental Resources and Infor- 

     mation Center (MERIC), University of New Orleans (Co-Chair) 

     Mr. C. Reid Nichols, Marine Information Resources Corporation (Co-Chair) 

 

Moderators: 

     Dr. Don Wright, Southeastern Universities Research Association, Session I 
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     Mr. James D. Dykes, Naval Research Laboratory, Session II 

     Mr. Eric Gay, Marine Information Resources Corporation, Session III 

     Dr. Richard Price, PAE, Session IV 

 

Rapporteurs: 

     Mr. Christopher Brown, Marine Information Resources Corporation  

Workshop Objectives 

 

Topics that were discussed included, but were not limited to: 

 Wave measurements to support coastal construction. 

 Numerical studies of waves, currents, and sediment transport. 

 Sediment model applications with wave observations. 

 Coastal wave buoys to save lives and protect property. 

 Accessibility of wave information for scientists, engineers, and managers. 

 

Methodology 

 

Presentations, break-out groups, and guided discussions. A Pre-Proceedings was made 

available prior to convening of the workshop.   

 

Target Participants 

 

Oceanographers, engineers, scientists, Meteorological and Oceanographic (METOC) Ser-

vices Officers, aerographer mates, marine science technicians, field supervisors and managers 

from academia, government, and industry. 

 

Number of Participants 

The number of participants was limited to 50. Attendees were able to register online at: 

 

http://scholarworks.uno.edu/oceanwaves/2015/. 
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