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My Take On 
Connectivism

Theories of 
Learning & 
Teaching

Theories give 
us 

perspective

The major 
theories try to 
“align” brain 
architecture*

With the 
learning process

With the 
teaching 
process

Implications 
for course 

design

Behaviorism 
Cognitivism 

Constructivism

Connectivism



Behaviorism

BEHAVIORISM

John B. 
Watson 1913 

Classic S-R 
Model

B.F. Skinner 
1945 “Radical 
Behaviorism”

The brain is a 
“black box”

Learning is 
suggested by 

regular 
expected 

responses

Instruction is 
characterized 
by repetition 

and 
reinforcement

Best Use?  
“Practice 
makes 

perfect”



Cognitivism

COGNITIVISM

1920s 

Tolman, 
Piaget, 

Vygotsky et al.

The brain is a 
“computer”

Learning is 
suggested by 

recall of 
stored 

information

Instruction is 
characterized 
by “attention 

grabbing,” 
followed by 
organized, 
sequenced 
instruction

Best Use?  
“Higher order” 
learning skills 
(long division)



Constructivism

CONSTRUCTIVISM

1950s-60s

John Dewey, 
George Mead

The brain is a 
“rhizome” of 

inter-
connected 

nodes.

Learning is 
building  

knowledge 
by doing

Instruction 
is guided 
problem 
solving

Best Use? 
Hands on 
learning



Connectivism

CONNECTIVISM

George 
Siemens

2004

Connectivism

A Learning 
Theory for the 

Digital Age

Elearnspace

.org,

connectivism.
ca

Learning is 
focused on 
connecting 
information 

sets

Instruction is 
“guided” 

connections

Best Use? 
Online 

learning 
(MOOCs)



Here’s the thing: 

They all 
work!

Behaviorism

Cognitivism

Constructivism

Behaviorism

(Reprise)

Connectivism

Search for 
your favorite 

“ism” in 
education 

lesson plans



 Learning (defined as actionable knowledge) can reside 

outside of ourselves (within an organization or a database), 

is focused on connecting specialized information sets, 

[emphasis added] and the connections that enable us to 

learn more are more important than our current state of 

knowing. (Siemens, 2004)



Brain Power:  From Neurons to Networks. Moxie Institute Films.  Tiffany Shlain, director. 



100 trillion, 300 trillion, 1 quadrillion  













Connectivism 
& Course Design

Introduction to 
Theatre

Create 
informed 

theatre goers

Playwriting

Directing

Acting

Design

Critical 
appraisal of 

live 
performance



Student Makeup:
Theatre 111

100 Level 
Introduction to 
Theatre Course

Completely 
Online

Non-Theatre 
Majors

Adult 
Learners

AA Business 
Program

Don’t read 
much 

literature

Limited 
exposure to 

theatre



Instructional 
Strategy

Directed 
Connections

Students with

Teacher

My Story

Other 
students

Their Stories

Text book

Plays

SM URLs, RSS 
Feeds, Wikis, 
Blogs, Video 

Clips

Gather 
students for 

debrief:  
papers, 
projects, 
exams 



Instructional 
Strategy:  
Playwriting

Directed 
Connections

Students

Stories

Text book

SM URLs

Play

A Doll’s 
House

Gather 
students for 

debrief:  write 
a scene 































Instructional 
Strategy:  
Playwriting

Directed 
Connections

Teacher & 
Student 
Stories

Play

A Doll’s House

SM URLs

SM URLs

Assignment 
Structure

Gather 
students for 

debrief:  write 
a scene 



Instructional 
Strategy:  
Playwriting

Assignment 
Structure

How to Write 
Dialogue

How to Create 
Characters

How to Build a 
Plot

How to 
Structure a 

Scene

Write a Scene

Analyze Your 
Scene



Instructional 
Strategy:  
Playwriting

Formatting

How to Write 
Dialogue

How to Create 
Characters

How to Build a 
Plot

How to 
Structure a 

Scene

Write a Scene 
Prescriptive 
Formatting 

Analyze Your 
Scene



Instructional 
Strategy:  
Playwriting 

Opening Lines to 
Light the Fuse

They’re 
fighting again. 

Listen to 
them.

We need to 
talk.

I don’t know 
what you 

mean.

It’s not fair.

Why are you 
acting this 

way? 

I’m leaving. 
You can do 

whatever you 
want. 





Instructional 
Strategy:  
Directing

Directed 
Connections

Play: The 
Taming of the 

Shrew

SM URLs

SM URLs

SM URLs

Assignment 
Structure

Gather 
students for 

debrief:  
choose a cast 



Instructional 
Strategy:  
Directing

Assignment 
Structure

The Power of 
Storytelling

The Director 
at Work  

Character 
Building

The Concept 

Roles to Cast

PowerPoint

Justify Your 
Concept and 

Casting 
Choices















Student Name



 My interpretation of Taming of the Shrew takes place in modern 
day small town America. The story is set in the foothills of 
Missouri. The foothills are home to a wealthy family, the 
Minolas, who have earned their prosperity by means of criminal 
behavior in “cooking up” and distributing the illegal drug, 
methamphetamine.  

 This re-creation is very much a tragedy that encompasses all the pain 
and suffering that accompanies survival in a town plagued by extreme 
poverty. The style is meek, modest and  a bit tasteless. The story is 
being told by Kate, a sharp tongued young woman who is being forced 
to marry a man, knowing full well the intentions of the man lie with 
the family’s business. 

 In addition, the man is very abusive and foul and will only treat Kate 
like a piece of property and attempt to break her spirit. 
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 Kate’s upbringing has been rough, as her father has brought her along 
on deals and taught her the ins and outs of running his meth business. 
This has hardened Kate and created a rough exterior, while her father 
has protected and shielded Kate’s younger sister Bianca.  

 Kate eventually does submit to her husband after his physical and 
mental abuse, leaving Kate as a shell of a person that gives a zombie-
like speech proclaiming her love and devotion for her husband.  



Katherina “Kate”
I choose Christina Ricci for the role of Kate. Ricci 

has the capacity to play a mouthy, tough female 

role who leaves  the audience shocked at the  her 

vulgarity, while still a role an audience connects 

with and roots for. Her look is very versatile and 

fits well with the persona of a woman mixed up in 

an abusive relationship and has been known to 

play a broken woman role well. 



Bianca

Amanda Seyfried will play 

the role of Bianca. Two 

photos of Seyfried are 

provided to showcase her 

versatile look. Seyfried’s doe 

eyed gaze encompasses 

Bianca’s naïve  sweet manner. 

She is beautiful young and 

could easily attract the many 

suitors that Bianca draws. 



John Goodman as “ 
Baptista”

John Goodman has been 

known to play many types of 

roles from comedic to 

serious. I believe he exudes a 

strong father presence, but 

has the ability to do what is 

necessary to protect the 

business he has worked his 

life to create, even if it means 

submitting his first born 

daughter to a maniacal man.  



Edwin Epps as 
“Petruchio”

Edwin Epps is known for his 

role in 12 Years a Slave. Epps 

is handsome, but gives off 

the feeling that he can turn 

at any moment. His intense 

stare can be frightening  and 

lends itself to the idea that 

he is boiling right beneath 

the surface, perfect for the  

role of Petrucio - an abusive 

criminal  who can be 

charming, but vicious. 



Michael B Jordan 
as Lucentio

In a red neck racist town,  

Lucentio , a black man, 

would never win the hand of 

a sought after sweet girl 

without the help from his 

scheming friend Tranio

pretending to be him. 

Jordan has played the role of 

a black man in love with a 

white woman  before in the 

show “Parenthood”. He is 

handsome , charismatic, 

and can easily play the role 

of a man  struck by true 

love.  In this version, 

Luncentio comes from a 

neighboring town and an 

influential family, where his 

white mother is Mayor. 

Baptista is familiar  with the  

famous family, but is 

unaware that Luncentio is 

black. 



Michael Cera as  
Hortensio

Cera was chosen for the role 

of Hortensio. Through his 

role, Cera will bring the 

comic relief  that the mostly 

serious play needs. Although 

he is yearning for Bianca’s 

love, he eventually bows out 

gracefully accepting the 

widow as his wife. Cera’s

goofy appearance and 

persona will be a great 

addition to the mostly 

serious cast. 



Gremio as Jon Voight

Jon Voight is cast as Gremio. 

Voight has the ability to play 

roles where he is a slimy 

scheming old man. In my 

version, Gremio is a meth 

fiend anxious to marry 

Bianca for the drug access 

that will accompany.  He 

wants to be in the family and 

will attempt to persuade his 

old buddy Baptista by  any 

means possible.  



Considerations

Expand our 
definition of 

“knowledge set”

Students

Instructors

Text books

Web content

Bricolage

What the 
student 

carries away

















• My interpretation of Taming of the Shrew takes place in modern 
day small town America. The story is set in the foothills of 
Missouri. The foothills are home to a wealthy family, the Minolas, 
who have earned their prosperity by means of criminal behavior in 
“cooking up” and distributing the illegal drug, methamphetamine.  

• This re-creation is very much a tragedy that encompasses all the pain 
and suffering that accompanies survival in a town plagued by extreme 
poverty. The style is meek, modest and  a bit tasteless. The story is being 
told by Kate, a sharp tongued young woman who is being forced to marry 
a man, knowing full well the intentions of the man lie with the family’s 
business. 

• In addition, the man is very abusive and foul and will only treat Kate like 
a piece of property and attempt to break her spirit. 

Concept
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Note:  In slides 5-10 are embedded short 
videos by George Siemens.  


















