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Collett shines solo
The typically collaborative singer strips down his sound for an
acoustic set last week at Waterloo's Starlight Lounge

SARAH MURPHY
ARTS EDITOR

With Starlight's intimate seating
arrangement and two of Canada's
best singer-songwriters on the bill,
Wednesday night promised to de-
liver a fantastic folk show. And de-
liver it did.

The night started with Canadi-
an folk singer A 1 Tuck's endearing
performance. Jason Collett claims
that, "Hands down, he's the great-
est songwriter of mygeneration,
an opinion shared by many of my
peers."

Praised by fellow Canadians like
Feist, Chris Murphy ofSloan and
Joel Plaskett, Tuck left the audience
wondering why they hadn't heard of
him before.

Armed with whiskey, an acoustic -
guitar and a harmonica, Tuck played
an array of new and old material,
including "Wishing Well" — a song
that Joel Plaskett covered on his al-
bumLa DiDa.

Charming anecdotes about his
new harmonica, his expert har-
monica player ex-girlfriend and an
asylum in Burlington kept the crowd
hanging on to his every word.

Collett came to the stage, accom-
panied only by an acoustic guitar.
Having toured with varying backing
bands and collectives, the show at

Starlight presented Collett with the
opportunity to showcase his truly
singular talent.

Accompanying the release of his
acoustic album Pony Tricks, Collett
said that he's enjoying this tour a lot
and finds it "refreshing" to be outon
theroad with Tuck.

Opening with "Lake Superior"
from this year's Rata Tat, Collett
captivated the audience throughout
his entire set.

Before launching into "Brownie
Hawkeye", he joked about underage
drinking and hanging around Beer
Stores in the hopes that someone
would take pity and buy the teenage
Collett beer.

He also played the two new songs
from his record Pony Tricks, "Pulling
the Sun Down" and "My Daddy was
a Rock 'n' Roller" — the former be-
ing a critique ofthe government's
inability to cope with the effects of
post-traumatic stress disorder on
young Canadian soldiers, which he
linked with Remembrance Day.

Collett closed out his set with a
variety ofmaterial from his back
catalogue, sharing stories about ev-
erything from throwing out his back
on tour and getting extremely high,
to Leslie Feist's misinterpretation of
the "Bitter Beauty" lyrics as "you're
dreaming with thighs wide open."

The crowd listened intently

a
Waterloo's always been
good to me. I've always
felt a real warmth here."

—Jason Collett

throughout, evidently enjoying the
cozy atmosphere of Starlight.

He came out nearly immediately
after his set to perform a three song
encore, featuring "Vanderpool, Van-
derpool", a new songand "Long May
YouLove."

After the show, Collett spoke to
The Cord about the atmosphere of
the venue. "Waterloo's always been
good to me, I've always felt a real
warmth here," he said.
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Cotlett entertained the audience with new songs and old classics.

Hawks falter in CIS final
JUSTIN FAUTEUX
SPORTS EDITOR

CHARLOTTETOWN, P.E.I. -
Nowthat was the definitionof a
heartbreaker.

After outplaying the Queen's
Gaels for 90 minutes ofregulation
timeand 15minutes ofextra time,
theWilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks
women's soccer team had their
hopes of a Canadian Interuniversity
Sport (CIS) championship dashed
with one perfectly placed shot.

"I'm really disappointed for the
girls," said Hawks' head coach Barry
MacLean after Saturday's national
championship game. "1 thought they
deserved a better fate, I thought we
were the better team on the day. We

fell a little bit short at the end, but
that's just the way it goes, one goal
wins the game."

Itwas just two minutes into the
second halfofextra time when
Gaels' midfielder Riley Filion
stepped into a strike from just out-
side the Hawks' 18-yard box. The
sinking shot managed to find its
way into the tiny space between the
crossbar and Laurier goalkeeper Mai
Woeller's outstretched hands and
put the Hawks down 1-0, a lead that
wouldhold up through theremain-
der of the game.

"We outplayed that team, we put
our whole effort into the game and
we gave it everything we had," said
midfielder Alyssa Lagonia. "Unfor-
tunately things didn't go our way."

The Hawks opened the CIS cham-
pionship tournament lastThursday
as the top seed from Ontario, hav-
ing beaten Queen's in theprovin-
cial final exactly a week prior to the
national title game. The purple and
gold took theirfirst game 1 - 0 over
the University ofBritish Columbia
and followed it with a 2-0 extra time
win over the Montreal Carabins to
set up theall-Ontario final.

In the championship game, the
Hawks controlled the play and had
the majority of the scoring chances,
despite key players such as mid-
fielder Tania Pedron and defender
Kelsey Tikka battling injuries.
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The Hawks receive their silver medals after a heartbreaking loss in the national championship game.

Peace prize nominee
preaches forgiveness
LINDSAY PURCHASE
STAFF WRITER

In the spirit ofRemembrance Day,
students, professors and commu-
nity members gathered to hear the
tragic but hopeful story of Nobel
Peace Prize nominee Dr. Izzeldin
Abuelaish.

In January 2009, his story became
internationally affiliated with the
Israel-Palestine conflict when his
house in Palestine was bombed by
an Israeli tank, fatally wounding his
three daughters and niece minutes
before he was to speak on an Israeli
television program. Abuelaish's
heart-wrenching call for help was
broadcast live on Israeli television
and was soon heard worldwide.

"I am standing here because of
hope," he said. "As I am living and
breathing, there is still hope."

Unbelievably, Abuelaish has
turned his tragic story into an in-
spiring message ofchange, success
and healing.

Born a refugee in the Gaza Strip's
Jabaliarefugee camp, Abuelaish
overcame tremendous adversity
to become a physician and fertil-
ity specialist living in Palestine but
working at an Israeli hospital in the
unstable and conflict-ridden Gaza
Strip.

Now living in Toronto with his
five remaining children and working
as an associate professor at the Dal-
la Lana School ofPublic Health at
the University ofToronto, Abuelaish
has committedhis life to the fight
for peace in Gaza.
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Bag O' Crime
Alarm:
Location: Athletic Complex
Date: Nov. 14,2010 @ 7:43 p.m.
SCS officers responded to a com-
plaint from staff members that a
strong odour ofburnt rubber was
coming from the women's basket-
ball change room. Upon further in-
spection, Waterloo Fire Rescue was
called to the scene to ensure the
safety of the facility staffand pa-
trons. A building evacuation was
also ordered by the fire captain. It
was discovered that a heating air ex-
change system had blown a motor,
causing the odour. A small natural
gas leak was also discovered on the
roof. Trades personnel were called
in to repair the issue.

Property Damage
Location: D.A.W.B.
Date: Nov. 14,2010(a) 11:25a.m.
Sometime during the night un-
known person(s) ripped posters and
notices off the bulletin boards on
the second floor as well as several
signs for the stairwell and an office.

Injured/SickPerson
Location:Athletic Complex
Date: Nov. 8,2010 (a) 8:55 p.m.
SCS and ERT received a report ofa
male requiring attention as he was
feeling ill.

A 19-year-old male student was
located and treated by ERT. He was
feeling nauseous after a strenu-
ous physical workout. He was taken
back to his residence for some rest.

For the rest of Bag O'
Crime, check out
thecord.ca
Ifyou haveany information regard-
ing these or any otherincidents please
call 519-885-3333 or Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-TIPS. The Bag 0'Crime is
submitted by WLUSpecial Constable
Service.

This Week in quotes

It's what I always want-
ed to do. I didn't want
to be on the cover of the
Rolling Stone, I justwant-
ed to make music."

—Royal Wood

"I think they should be told to leave and let us get on with it."
—Pauline Campbell, Waterloo resident re: protest

"You can't defend yourself against allegations like that, it's like asking some-
body' when did you stop beating your wife?' so I'm not going to dignify that
with an answer."
— Christie Blatchford, Globe and Mail columnist re:allegations her columns are racist

"She already has the Globeand Mail, she already has access to CTV whenever
she wants, but in our community, racist views and views that support racist
ideologies and projects ofxenophobic ideas, there's no place for that in the
community especially in an academic setting."
—DanKellar, Laurier alumnus re: Christie Blatchford
"I feel so energized and invigorated, inspired and it was a long campaign you
know it started in January for me ... so now it's 2 weeks after the election and
we're ready to get everything back on track."
—Mayor Brenda Halloran re: the mayor's student advisory committee(MSAC)

Deanna Di Clemente
Laurier mourns the loss of Deanna Di Clemente, who
passed away after a battle with leukemia on Nov. 12 at
the age of 21. "Dee" was a valued member of the Laurier
community, participating in groups and events across
campus. She was an O-Week Icebreaker, dancer with
Fashion n' Motion, a dance instructor with Laurier Athletics
and traveled on Alternative Reading Week in 2009. Dee
also led a successful fundraiser in support of "Light the
Night," a charity supporting those with leukemia. She was
an inspiration to her students and peers. One excerpt from
her obituary reads: "Dee touched the hearts of all those
who knew and loved her and she will be remembered

...

always with a smile."

From the archives
syears ago...
"We ain't doneyet"
The Golden Hawks claimed their second straight Yates Cup against the
Western Mustangs. A strong play by the Hawks' defence left the team with
the number-one offence in Canada with only 11 points in the loss.

A crowd over 5,915 began to celebrate the 29-11 win, pouring into the
drinking zone with three seconds still on the clock. The victory paved the
road to the Uteck Bowl, where the Hawks were scheduled to play against the
Canada East champions Acadia Axemen.
—Printed Nov. 16,2005

10yearsago...
"Soccer: Simplythe best"
The Laurier men's soccer team beat St. Mary's University in a penalty shoot-
out in this year's national soccer championship. Beating the Victoria Vikings
and Laurentian during the tournament, the championship win was the first
ever national gold medal for the team.
—Printed Nov. 15,2000

Vocal Cord
Did you participate in
Remembrance Day's
moment of silence?

"Yes I did, I was here for
the Remembrance Day
Ceremony in the Con-
course."

-Adam Soares
' First year health

"Yep. We did it at the
Concourse."
-Christina Borys
Third year sociology
and women and gender
studies

"I would have but I had
class."

-Samuel Wittbad
First year history

"No, I completely forgot
it was Remembrance
Day because I was so
busy with midterms and
tests."
-Sophia Mreira
Second year psychology

Compiled by Rebecca Vasluianu
Photos by Elli Garlin
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Preamble to The Cord
constitution
The Cord will keep faith with its readers by presenting news
expressions of opinions comprehensively, accurately and rainy- T"*

Cord believes in a balancedand impartial presentation of all relevan
facts in a news report, and ofall substantial opinions in a matter o
controversy.

The staff ofThe Cord shall upholdall commonly held ethicalconven
tions of journalism. When an error ofomission or of commission
occurred, that error shall be acknowledged promptly. When sta e-
mentsare made that are critical ofan individual, or an organization*
we shall give those affected the opportunity to reply at thee
time possible. Ethical journalism requires impartiality, an jco
quently conflicts ofinterest and the appearance of conflictsofinterest
will be avoided by all staff.
The only limits of any newspaper are those of the world
and so The Cord will attemptto cover its world with a
WilfridLaurier University, and the community ofKitchener-Wa r ■
and with a special ear to the concerns ofthe studentsofWilin

rier University. Ultimately. The Cord will be bound by neither philoso-
phy nor geographyin its mandate.
The Cord has an obligationto foster freedom ofthe press and freed°n>
ofspeech. This obligation is best fulfilled when debate and dissentarc
encouraged,both in the internal workings of the paper, an "8"

The Cord's contact with the student body.

The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with few
repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose of the studen p

_.

act as an agent of social awareness, and so shall conduct
of our newspaper.

Quote ofthe week:
7 love the smeO ofhypocrisy in the morning."
-Campus News Editor MikeLakusiak.
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NEWS
Blouw tours India
President's journey aimed to tap enormous market
BREE MANTHA
STAFF WRITER

News Director Linda Givetash » igivetash(athecord.ca

Wilfrid Laurier University president
Max Blouw recently returned from
a week-long trip to India, a journey
undertaken to further the univer-
sity's goal ofgreater international
recruitment.

Blouw was among agroup of 15
presidents ofCanadian universities
on a trip sponsored by the Associa-
tion ofUniversities and Colleges
of Canada (AUCC). Their mission
was to raise the profile of Canadian
post-secondary education to the
tremendous number of Indian stu-
dents in the nation's growing mid-
dle class.

One ofthe strategies theAUCC
used to increase awareness of Ca-
nadian education was participation
in India's Education Day on Nov. 11.
"I think we succeeded in raising the
profile ofCanada certainly with very
influential people," Blouw said.

Blouw and his colleagues be-
lieve that Indiawas an ideal place
to travel to because it is so different
from Canada. "Demographically,
it's the opposite ofCanada," he ob-
served. According to Statistics Can-
ada, the number of Canadians over
65, which is already considerably
higher than in India, will double in
the next decade. "The reverse is true
in India," explained Blouw. "The
young people are justburgeoning in
numbers."

While India is home to many col-
leges, universities and technical

institutions, enrolment in the coun-
try is low for a variety ofreasons. In
2007, Indian Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh complained that, "Al-
most two-thirdsof our universities
and 90 per cent ofour colleges are
rated as below average on quality
parameters."

The AUCC sees India's need for
quality education as an opportunity
for Canada. "The need for educa-
tion there is profound," said Blouw,
who sits on theAUCC board. "The
need for talenthere is profound. So
I think that by combining our need
for talentwith theirneed for educa-
tion, we can have some very good
synergies with India."

According to theLaurier's office
ofthe registrar, ofundergraduates,
382 are international students —

less than one per cent ofLaurier's
population. Among those, only 16
are Indian citizens. The University
of Waterloo (UW) sees a far higher
rate of international enrolment, av-
eraging more than 3,400 peryear
according to UW's web site.

Despite Laurier's low numbers,
Laurier International is always
seeking to increase the number of
international students.

Blouw doesn't have his own spe-
cific numeric goals for increasing
international students. His primary
concern is to increase global en-
gagement in the student commu-
nity by exposing themto diversity
among their peers — not limited to
bringing in international students.

"I believe that having students

from other countries here is im-
portant," said Blouw. "I also believe
that having our students go to other
countries is critically importantand
I'd like to focus on doingboth of
those."

Blouw's vision of a more diverse
student experience is not exclusive
to the classroom. Hehopes that em-
ployers for co-op students will make
placements available abroad in or-
der for students to better absorb
other cultures.

"I think that the world is increas-
ingly a very small place," said Blouw.
"I thinkthat any university that
doesn't expose its students to in-
ternational concerns ... is not doing
an appropriate job ofpreparing stu-
dents for what I think is a real future
ofglobal integration."

800
Number of Indian universities
needed to satisfy demand

2/3
Number of Indian universities
with 'below average' rankings

I6 J>f§
Indian students currently atWLU

Campus mourns student
MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR

Deanna DiClemente, 21, a fourth-
year BBA studentatWilfrid Lau-
rier University, passed away Friday
morning in a Hamilton hospital af-
ter a battle with leukemia.

DiClemente, who was first diag-
nosed last January with acute my-
eloid leukemia, received a successful
bone marrow transplant from her
sister in April but relapsed in July.
She had been undergoing treatment
in Seattle, Washington and returned
to Ontario only a few weeks ago.
Her parents and two younger sisters
were with her at the time.

"We held our own vigil for Dean-
na Saturday night at our house," one
ofDiClemente's roommates Laura
McMillan said. "We got all the stu-
dents together thatknew her and lit
a bunch ofcandles and did awalk
together to the Quad [on campus]."
75 or more people attended the
campus vigil.

Heavily involved on campus in
her timeat Laurier, DiClemente
participated in Winter Carnival, al-
ternative reading week and O-Week
and dance activities.

"She was in Fashion 'n Motion,
she was an Icebreaker on theBlue
Cavaliers with me lastyear and she's
also been a dance instructor for the
Athletic Complex showcase for a
few years," her friend Nicole Wolff
said.

DiClemente's friends and room-
mates had been raising moneyfor
cancer research throughouther
battle, including hosting events in
Toronto and at Waterloo's Cam-
eo nightclub on Oct. 5, raising a

total ofapproximately $40,000.
The fundraising efforts were initi-
ated by DiClemente when she was
in remission earlier thisyear. Dur-
ing her treatment in theU.S., she
maintainedregular contact with her
friends in Waterloo over Skype.

"I think she'llbe remembered
most for herpositive attitude,"
Wolff said. "She always had a smile
on herface throughout her entire
battle with leukemia - she was so
positive and showed such strength.
Throughout everything shewas an
inspiration to everyone around her
and we've all grown because ofit."

DiClemente's family will be con-
sulted about the possibility ofhold-
ing a memorial at the university. "If
her family expresses interest in a
campus-specific memorial service,
that's somethingwe will accom-
modate and have students drop by,"
dean of students Leanne Holland
Brown said.

HollandBrown also suggested
thatDiClemente's degree could be
awarded posthumously, though that
would also be up to the discretion of
her family and the university.

Two buses chartered by theWLU
students' union were made available
for students to attend the funeral
Tuesday morning in Oakville.

"There were a lot ofLaurier peo-
ple there and I know a lot ofpeople
felt really close to her in the com-
munity," Wolff said, noting the re-
sponse from members ofthe uni-
versity community to recent fund-
raising efforts and scrapbooks that
were compiled with messages to
DiClemente.

"I know people were signing them
with 'I've never met youbut I've

heard nothing but great things and I
wish I had the opportunity to meet
you'," she said. Over 900 people at-
tendedthe visitationNov. 15.

In lieu of flowers, DiClemente re-
quested that donations be made to

u
Throughout everything she was an inspiration to
everyone around her and we've all grown because
of it."

—Nicole Wolff,friend and Laurier student.

The Leukemia & Lymphoma Soci-
ety of Canada. Holland Brown said
that donations will be collected and
a card of condolence will be avail-
able to sign in the dean ofstudents'
office.

COURTESY OF MEREDITH BROWNE

Do you
own your
work?
OLIVIA NIGHTINGALE
STAFF WRITER

WilfridLaurier University's office of
research services hopes to enlighten
students and faculty alike on mat-
ters ofintellectual property own-
ership and copyright. This area of
academia is not always well under-
stood and can often cause tension
between students and faculty.

In a bid to bring attention to the
subject of copyright regulations,
copyright officer Sarah O'Byrne was
invited to make a presentation on
Nov. 16 in the Paul Martin Centre.

During her presentation, entitled
"Copyright and You: Research Own-
ership Rights in Working with Stu-
dents," O'Byrne, a copyright advisor
at McMaster University, addressed
the issues surrounding copyrights
on student work, particularly those
that involve faculty collaboration.
While this issue is not as apparent
with undergraduate students' work,
it frequently occurs in post-graduate
studies.

O'Byrne explained that the con-
tentious aspect ofcopyright comes
when there is collaborative work in-
volved. In the field of academia, par-
ticularly in graduate studies, this is
an ongoing dilemma. 1

In a case where a student has col-
laboratedmore extensively with
a professor in order to express an
idea, likely for commercial purpos-
es, collaboration rules come into
play. In accordance with the Cana-
dianCopyright Act, ifall collabora-
tors agree to sharerecognition for
the expression ofan idea, then joint
ownership dictates that the shares
ofthe jointauthor willbe equal, un-
less there is some kind ofagreement
stating otherwise.

Inbasic terms, this means that if
two individuals publish an article
or finding from astudy, then they
are presumed tohave contributed
equally. This relates to the case of
students who are working with a
faculty member to conduct research.

"Students have no right to in-
tellectual property ifthey are em-
ployed by the university or a con-
tracting agency," explained O'Byrne.

However, ifa student has simply
asked for assistance from a faculty
member while trying to express an
idea for academic purposes, then
O'Byrne stated, "The student has
ownership for the expression ofthe
idea." Unless a student is under a
contract of service, which states that
any discovery or idea formulated
while being employed by the uni-
versity is property of the university,
they have the property rights to the
expression ofthe idea.

The most important way for stu-
dents to ensure that they have total
control over their own intellectual
property, according to O'Byrne, "is
to always establish an agreement in
writing between studentand faculty
member."

Laurier's Associate Vice-Presi-
dent ofResearch Paul Maxim con-
curredwith O'Byrne's recommen-
dation. "People ought to discuss
how to share credit," he said.

Maximassured that the office
ofresearch services was there to
help with copyright disclosure on
behalf ofboth students and fac-
ulty. Although there have been few
documented incidents surrounding
copyright claims, Maxim is hope-
ful that further educationabout this
topic will "clarify misunderstanding
about ownership." , , , . ,
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CAMPUS

Laurier strengthens ties with China
Delegates from Chongqing University visit WLU to discuss the universities future relationship and
opportunities for students and faculty in both nations

MIKE LAKUSIAK
CAMPUS NEWS EDITOR

Campus Editor Mike Lakusiak � mlakusiaktathecord.ca

Since 2007, WilfridLaurier Univer-
sity has had an office on the campus
of Chongqing University, an institu-
tion ofnearly 60,000 students locat-
ed in the city of Chongqing in south-
west China.

The first Canadian university to
establish an office on mainland Chi-
na, Laurier is in a unique position
asrelations between the universi-
ties have grown. The closeness was
evident with the visit of faculty and
administration from Chongqing on
Nov. 12.

The delegates met with

representatives from Laurier at
Kitchener's Communitech Hub, a
collaborative digital media centre
thatLaurier is a partner in, and later
at the School ofBusiness and Eco-
nomics in Waterloo.

Peter Donahue, director ofLau-
rier International, explained that the
focus ofthe relationship between
the two universities will increasing-
ly be about resource-sharing.

"What we're now examining is an
arrangement that would allow our
students at Laurier and their stu-
dents to benefit from teaching on
either side," he said, explaining the
growth of exchange opportunities
for students and having faculty from

either institution teach a semester
abroad.

Laurier is focusing at the moment
on drawing awareness to the possi-
bilities available to students, associ-
ate dean of business: academic pro-
grams Kim Morouney said. "We're
trying to find a way to interest our
students in exchange opportunities
in China."

"We don'thave a huge number of
students that are clambering to go to
China and we'd like to work on that."

There are students taking advan-
tage of the relationship between the
two universities, including some
present Friday.

Jian Liu is a Chongqing student

who is currently on exchange in the
journalism program atLaurier's
Brantford campus. She commented
on the cultural differences that con-
tribute to a far different university
experience in Canada than she was
used to. "Students have more exam-
inationsbut professors have simi-
lar teaching methods to China," she
said, noting the smaller classes that
allow different evaluation practices.
"They assign more practical work,
that seems like the major difference
between Chinese scale academic
and Canadian scale."

The growth in online learning
and technologies that allow stream-
ing video of lessons and group col-
laboration among students have
created new means of accomplish-
ing the kind of resource sharing
Laurier wants to put in place with
Chongqing.

Software developed locally was
showcased for the delegates at the
Hub, including an e-learning plat-
form called "Clevr U" that would
allow classes to be streamed to mo-
bile devices including iPads and
Blackberries.

"If we're going to be innovative
and preparing our students for the
world, we have to bring the knowl-
edge of our partners into our cam-
pus," Donahue continued.

"It can no longer be only for
those who want to or are able to
travel overseas, it has to be for all
students."

Morouney explained that estab-
lishing connections between stu-
dents at international institutions
would be a first step, such as hav-
ing Laurier and Chongqing busi-
ness students collaborate on group
projects.

Joint programming and degree

a
It can no longer be only
for those who want to or
are able to travel over-
seas, it has to be for all
students"

—PeterDonahue, director ofLaurier
International

offerings could be within the realm
ofpossibility inyears to come as
well. "From there you move to joint
programs," Morouney said. "So
maybe one day we'll have a joint de-
gree MBA with a specialization in
logistics where you complete a term
in China or their students complete
a term here."

Donahue stressed the signifi-
cance ofhaving ties to a partner like
Chongqing, which has been ranked
in the top thirty universities in Chi-
na out of nearly 3,000 institutions.

"I think what you're goingto see is
our university have access to some-
thing big because the problems that
are going to be solved in Chongq-
ing are global programs," Donahue
explained.

"It's water, environment, feeding
the population. To be able to have
access for our students and faculty
to what is happening there means
that we have an opportunity to have
some input on the world's biggest
issues of today."

MEGAN CHERNIAK PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
Members of faculty and administration from Chongqing University examine 3-D imaging technology
at the Communitech Hub where e-learning and communications technology were shown off Friday.

News in brief

Laurier doesn't drop much
Wilfrid Laurier University, which
last year wasranked as tied for
fourth nationwide among primarily
undergraduate universities, slipped
to fifth place in the 19thannual Ma-
clean's university rankings.

The drop was attributed to an in-
crease in class sizes. "The research
design in some ofthese instruments
is very questionable," David Mc-
Murray, VP of student affairs said.
"A lot of it is a sort of'opinion-aire'
and it's taken at a timewhen stu-
dents can be influenced by many
things," he continued.

Laurier still holds the distinction
of first place among primarily un-
dergraduate schools in Ontario.

Brantford dean of students
position remains unfilled
Though the search, ongoing since
the summer, appeared to be over for
a dean of students at the Brantford
campus, Chris Macdonald-Dennis
will not be taking the position as
was previously thought.

"He's not coming, he's declined
the position we offered him for per-
sonal health reasons," David Mc-
Murray, VP of student affairs, said.
"We've just launched a new search
with the same parameters, the same
process ... it's been posted across
Canada and the U.S." McMurray
stressed that the position is some-
thing that is essential for Brantford,
which previously did not have a
dedicated dean ofstudents.

Terraceexpansion's 'green'
roof installed
Friday Nov. 12, a crew ofworkers
installed the foliage that compos-
es the Terrace food court expan-
sion's "green" roof. The roof mate-
rial, composed ofplants, will help
lower heating costs in the structure
through the insulation it provides.

The Terrace expansion will also
include heated floors and insulated
windows to make it even more ener-
gy efficient. It is scheduled to open
Dec. 3.

The structure shares its roofing
material with the City ofWaterloo
City Centre (City Hall) and Grand
River Hospital.

—Compiled byMike Lakusiak

NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR
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LOCAL

Protest stifles national journalist
ALANNA WALLACE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Local Editor Vacant • editor@thecord.ca

"Our goalwas to not lether speak,
we accomplished that," said Tal-
lula Marigold, media representative
for the small group ofindividuals
who usurped the stage on Nov. 12 at
the University ofWaterloo's (UW)
Hagey Hall and prevented Globe and
Mail columnist Christie Blatchford
from speaking.

Blatchford was promotingher
new book Helpless: Caledonia's Night-
mare ofFearandAnarchy, andHow the
Law FailedAll ofUs, which examines
the Caledonia crisis and critiques
the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)
for the breakdown ofrule oflaw.

Among the group ofindividuals
protesting the event and criticiz-
ing Blatchford wasLaurier graduate
Dan Kellar, who said Blatchford's
book is "very dishonest," going so
far asto call it "hack journalism be-
cause she's not accepting the role of
history in the current situation."

Kellar mentioned that the group
was formed of individuals whowere
affiliated with various groups in-
cluding anti-racist action and the
Concerned Settlers of the Grand

River Territory. Some ofthe same
individuals also organized a teach-
inbefore the event began, which
included students, faculty and
community members in a discus-
sion aboutBlatchford, her ideas
and book, as well as other common
themes.

Some individuals expressed that
the columnist should not be given
the privilege of speaking in the uni-
versity's academic forum.

"I don't think there's a space for
her with her hack journalism and
her driving ofmisunderstanding
and hatred," said Kellar. "There's no
space for her to sit in an academic
setting and speak."

Blatchford disagreedand al-
though she wanted to go on stage,
UW decided to cancel the event in-
stead because of "concern for gen-
eral public safety," according to Mi-
chael Strickland, the school's assis-
tant director: media relations.

"There are critics and that is ab-
solutelyfine and I will stay here un-
til the cows come home to answer
your questions or hear your heck-
ling, whatever it maybe," Blatchford
said later.

"But give me my chance to speak

and then I'll give youyours."
Regarding the misinterpretation

of herbook, Blatchford explained
that in her work's forward she ex-
plains her approach — being a re-
porter who covers the criminal court
for a living and being interested in
the rule of law, she set out "to de-
scribe what happened in Caledonia
from theperspective of the rule of
law and the failure ofthe state and
the failure ofthe OPP."

Various audience members de-
nounced the tactics ofthe protest-
ers: both those that had come sim-
ply to see Blatchford speak and oth-
ers who had come to ask her tough
questions about her book.

Pauline Campbell, audience
member and Waterloo resident, said
the protesters used the wrongforum
to voice their opinions.

"If they had rented their own
room," she suggested that the situa-
tion would have been different. "But
that wasn't the night I came outhere
to see and I mean it's a load of gar-
bage, calling people Nazis. It was
very unpleasant."

Former Laurier student Jacob
Pries said he was not opposed to
Blatchford speaking, but said he had

attended the event to "call her out"
on what hebelieves to be falsehoods
in her book's arguments.

Pries also had some suggestions
for how those opposed to Blatch-
ford's views could promote dialogue.

"What's more appropriate in the
situationis to engage with the argu-
ments because then you can actu-
ally deal with the arguments and not
let them fester and become worse,"
Pries said.

"That's whatwe're going to see as
a result ofthis."

The protest lasted for well over an
hour, with audience membersand
protesters yelling and cursing back
and fourth.

"Unfortunately there is a small
minority that felt that they would
win ifthey'd justsit on the stage
and yell 'racist, racist, racist'," said
Strickland.

"We made a determination that
since [Blatchford] wasn't going to
get a word in, in any sort ofrespect-
ful fashion, there wouldbe no point
in bringing her out and having her
subjected to that."

As a result, the event willbe re-
scheduled for a later dateand secu-
rity will likely be heightened.

NICK LACHANCE VISUAL DIRECTOR

Mayor meets
with students
ALANNA WALLACE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

With the municipal election now
complete and new council mem-
bers getting comfortable in their
roles, the Mayor's Student Advisory
Council (MSAC) has begun meet-
ing again. The group, comprised of
Mayor Brenda Halloran and uni-
versity students, aims to promote
the involvement ofstudents in the
community.

"What we're looking for is to pro-
vide a different level of student en-
gagement on a community level,"
saidLaurier fourth-year and chair of
MSACTim Elphick.

"Making sure that students are
being engaged and aware ofwhat
is taking place in the community as
opposed to what is happening here
within the Laurier block."

Although therewere only a hand-
ful ofstudents present, Halloran ex-
pressed her excitement at rejuvenat-
ing MSAC now that she has her en-
tire four-year term ahead ofher.

"The people who are here are ex-
cited to take it forward and we'll
build on it so I'm very excited," she
commented.

The meeting generally focused
on how to get students to come out
to meetings and events and how to
engage the wider post-secondary
populations.

To read the rest ofthis story
and more check out

thecord.ca

Vigil celebrates religious unity
MATTHEW SAVARD
STAFF WRITER

On Nov. 11, members of nearly a
dozen faiths came together in Up-
town Waterloo's public square for an
interfaith candle vigil honouring the
veterans ofthe manywars that have
been fought in a gathering that was
organized by Interfaith Grand River
and the MennoniteCentral Com-
mittee Ontario (MCCO).

"I observe Remembrance Day by
remembering all the people who are
affected by war," said JosieWinter-
feld, member ofthe MCCO, explain-
ing howthe holiday goes beyond
just the soldiers but is also about

"remembering people that work for
peace as well."

The multitudeoffaiths present
also reflected this message in their
prayers and in how they observe Re-
membrance Day. Imam Shafiq Hud-
da, one ofthe speakers invited to the
event, spoke on how members ofthe
Muslim faith observe Remembrance
Day.

"We don't have a formal observa-
tion of RemembranceDay,"he said.
"We try to remember the issues of
peace and justice every day."

The idea ofunity was what made
the event such a success, as Chat-
tai Ahuja ofthe Sikh community
expressed.

"When we are together we [have]
a better understanding. We are all
the same. We're all one," he said,
emphasizing how faiths can even
co-operate globally in a similar
fashion to the interfaith gathering.

It is these types of stories and
gatherings that show how different
peoples and faiths can come togeth-
er and unite.

Ahuja made this point quite clear
when he said: "The differences in
people make [this world] a little
more lively.

"So long as we have differences
we can understand our differences
and work towards building bridges
and getting together."

The Cord Wednesday, November 17, 2010 5

LAURIERLibrary Food\f<w> Fines
Support the Laurier Student Food Bank by donating non-perishable,

non-expired food items to the Library Circulation Desk
while reducing your library fines.

WLU Waterloo, Kitchener & Brantford campuses.
This offer is not applicable for library fines on UW or UG materials.

$ 2.00per item
Maximum of$10.00/Person

November 15th - December 17th
At >

N
:• —** %

Visit the Laurier Bank online: http://waterloo.wlusu.com/services/foodbank.htm

Like you.
You may not have done as well
on your exams as you hoped,
but with transfer credits from
Athabasca University, you can
pick up the classes you need to
complete your degree.AU offers
over 700 courses delivered online
and at a distance, many with
the flexibility of monthly start
dates. Let AU help you finish your
degree in record time.

Learn more at
www.athabascau.ca.

Athabasca University^



Canada in brief

More students find it cool to
stay in school: StatsCan
OTTAWA (CUP) - The dropout
rate for Canadian high school stu-
dents has nearly halved over the last
two decades, according to a recent
Statistics Canada report.

As of 2010, only 8.5 per cent of
young twenty-somethings hadn't
seen their secondary school educa-
tion through to the end. More young
men than young women have typi -

cally failed to complete high school,
although the gap between the two
groups has narrowed since 1990.

Twentyyears ago, 19.2 per cent
of men and 14per cent ofwomen
did not complete secondary school
— those rates dropped to 10.3 per
cent and 6.6 per cent respectively in
2009-10.
—Emma Godmere, CUP Ottawa Bureau
Chief

Canada fails in its commit-
ments to internationalcom-
munity: Dallaire
MONTREAL (CUP) - Romeo Dal-
laire's speech at Concordia Univer-
sity addressed how Canada finds it-
self in anew international situation
with new powers to contest with.
Dallaire went on to argue that there
is no longer such thing as a peace-
keeper. It is no use throwing money
at countries, he said. Instead, Can-
ada mustgo into countries and "get
their boots dirty."

A multi-disciplinary approach to
intervention, he argued, is vital.
—Emma Quail, the McGill Daily

— Compiled byAlanna Wallace

NATIONAL

Canadian colleges confront a
looming skilled labour shortage
Conference in B.C. sparks debate on how to adapt to a changing job market
ERIC MERKLEY
OPINION EDITOR

National Editor Vacant » editor(athecord.ca

Twoweek ago, the heads of colleges
across the province ofBritish Co-
lumbia met at the Advance 2010+
conference to face, head on, the
challenge of a growing skilled labour
shortage in Canada. Among the
speakers at the event was Paul Cha-
rette, the chairofBird Construction
Company, who sounded the alarm
that a crisis was approaching and
more needed to be done. The con-
ference was hosted by BC Colleges,
a consortium of 11 institutionsrep-
resenting 250,000 students.

Jim Reed, president ofBC Col-
leges, explains that "the conference
held in Vancouver brought together
the leadership of the colleges in
B.C/ for the sole purpose of look-
ing at how the college system should
work in a more collaborative way
to address what we see is a signifi-
cant challenge in the province and
country in the coming years with the
skilled labour shortage."

There have been many identified
causes ofthe impending shortage
of skilled labour across the country,
from demographic trends to attitu-
dinal changes in the Canadian pub-
lic. Rick Miner, president emeritus
of Seneca College, drafted a report
on the skilled labour crisis last year
entitled "People Without Jobs; Jobs
Without People: Ontario's Labour
Market." Reed credits the report as a
wakeup call to colleges in B.C. about

the gravity ofthe challenge faced
with the mismatch ofeducation and
job availability on the new market.

Miner identifies a key problem
as a stigma behind going into the
skilled trades or attending college
for a more practical education.

"There is still an attitudinal is-
sue in the population, primarily of
reluctance to push their children to
the skilled trades.... there is a bias
towards universities in the hierarchy
of education," he said.

Mineradmits that this is begin-
ning to change slowly, pointing out
that college enrollments have gone
up faster than universities and that
one of the largest sources of college
recruits are university graduates
supplementing their degree. "I think
there is more and more recognition
that while having a four-year bacca-
laureate degree might be good even-
tually, you have to get a job and the
applied relevance of a college degree
is valuable," he explained.

Both Miner and Reed agree that
the primary cause ofthe labour
shortage is changing demographics.
Specifically, the retirement of the
baby-boomers is altering the ratio
of taxed wage-earners to those that
primarily receive benefits, such as
the elderly. Italso means there are
simply less people able to take on
the jobs that are needed to be filled.

"The first baby-boomers turn
65 nextyear and the reality is there
is a dropping fertility rate in Can-
ada," explained Reed. "An aging

workforce will shift the economy
right across the country .... they've
identified in B.C. alone that there
would be one million job openings
unfilled. The impactwill be just as
profound in the rest of Canada."

Miner points out that the lack of
filled positions does not mean there
will be low unemployment. In fact,
he predicts, just the opposite will
occur. "Governments will face an in-
creased unemployment rate because
people don't have the skills to find
a job and at the same time you have
employers who can't find workers
will skills. It's a real mismatch," said
Miner.

With a declining tax base due to
increased unemployment and la-
bour market attrition, it will become
increasing difficult to maintain the
current trajectory ofgovernment
spending. This has profound impli-
cations on the services offered by all
levels of government.

"If you can't fully employ your
workforceyou can't pay for the so-
cial programs. It's going to be a real
dilemma," predicts Miner. "It will be
harder to support your health care,
your educational institutions and
other social services."

Reed argues that the shortage will
also impact the Canadian economy.
In particular, it will limit Canada's
ability to compete globally.

"There is aggressive global com-
petition for skilled workers. Ifwe
are not able to provide those work-
ers for our own economy.... the jobs

and industries are likely to go else-
where," hewarns.

For Reed, the Advance 2010+
conference was the first step in
working to combat the shortage by
increasing the co-operation be-
tween colleges in British Columbia
and looking at the problem from a
system wide point ofview.

"It comes down to looking at
things from a system-wide basis
and sharing our collective resources
more effectively," said Reed. "We
can collaborate in part between col-
leges, but also with universities and
industry to respond to the labour
market requirements ofthe province
in the long term."

Miner echoes Reed's calls for
greater integration between all
stakeholders: the educational sys-
tem, industry and government.
Miner, however, takes it a step fur-
ther, calling on the federal govern-
ment to get more formally involved,
specifically with the creation ofa
Ministry of Education.

Reed is cautiously optimistic
about the prospects of easing the
negative impact of the coming la-
bour shortage.

"I do think we have a serious chal-
lenge provincially and nationally
and we are not the silver bullet, but
an important part of it as are uni-
versities and industry," he said. "But
ifwe work together more as collabo-
rators as opposed to competitors I
think we have a chance at solving
part ofthe problem."
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He has written a bestselling book
entitledI ShallNot Hate:A Gaza Doc-
tor's Journey, which gives a more de-
tailed account of his lifeand car-
ries the same message ofoptimism
that can be heard in many ofhis
speeches.

Among the many themes of
Abuelaish's lectures is the impor-
tance of the empowerment and edu-
cation ofwomen. All of his children,
including his daughters, were given
the opportunity to be educated. He
spoke proudly of one daughter who,
after being blinded in one eye dur-
ing a particular bombing and hos-
pitalized for months, went on to
achieve 97 per cent in her final high
school exams.

Abuelaish said he believes that
"any country's development, you
want to measure it by its women's
education.... Ifwe want to start the
change, this is the vital core." The
Daughters for Life organization,
which he created in the memory of
his daughters that he lost, aims to
promote the education ofwomen
and girls in the Middle East.

Addressing the issue of in-
stituting change, which was an

emphasized theme during his
speech, Abuelaish's words were
a call to action for the audience,
spurred forward by his belief that
every individual is capable offacili-
tating change.

"Ifwe want to change this world
and want this world to endure, we
need two things: justice and truth,"
he said.

The key to this, he said, is that
the action must come from within.
In words that were reminiscent of
Ghandi's famous phrase, he added,
"God will never change what is in
people until they change what is
in their hearts, souls and minds ...

Don't ask others to start the change,
you are the change."

Abuelaish continued that this
type of movementcan begin with
something as simple as tolerance or
as vast as education.

A strong proponent ofthe
idea that children are the future,
Abuelaish left the audience with a
message of possibility and strength.

"Nothing is impossible," he re-
minded those present. "I urge ofyou
to dream, to work hard, not to give

»up.

MEGAN CHERNIAK PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGE

World in brief
CALIFORNIA, United States
On Nov. 15, California's Supreme
Court unanimously ruled in favor of
allowing illegal immigrants to ob-
tain the samereduced tuition rate
that legal residents received for pub-
lic colleges and universities. This
law is considered a victory in the
series ofharsh immigration policies
currently being debated in the US.

PYONGYANG, NorthKorea
Due to worsening economic condi-
tions and a dismal food situation,
there has been a surge ofdefections
from North Korea recently. One
South Korean official stated that
over 2,000 defectors have emigrat-
ed from North to SouthKorea this
year alone. Due to the numerous
fences, land mines and guards along
the North-South border, defectors
typically escape into China first and
thencross into South Korea.

PRISTINA, Kosovo
On Nov. 15, European officials
stated that seven people have been
charged for international organ-
trafficking. A network ofcriminals
based inKosovo allegedly lured
poor individuals into giving away
their organs on theblack market in
exchange for large sums ofmoney.
The donors state that they never re-
ceived a penny.

CAIRO, Egypt
Egyptian officials have uncovered 12
more sphinx statues along the an-
cient avenue connecting the Luxor
and Karnak temples. This section of
the road was usedin religious cer-
emonies and datesback to the reign
ofPharaoh Nectanebo I, from 380-
362 B.C.

LONDON, England
On Nov. 16,it was officially an-
nounced that Prince William is en-
gaged to his long-term girlfriend
Kate Middleton. The Prince, who
is second in line to the throne, pro-
posed while on vacation this past
October after asking permission
from Middleton's father. The couple
met in 2001 while studying art his-
tory at St. Andrews University in
Scotland.

—Compiled by Nikicia Phillips

WORLD
G2O Summit: Sustainable
and balanced growth
Reform, development and recovery

LEEZA PECE
STAFF WRITER

World Editor Alex Mitsiopoulos • amitsiopoulos@thecord.ca

Plans for "sustainable and balanced
growth" — thephrase thatDerek
Hall, Laurier professor ofpolitical
science, refers to as "the big banner
the G2O has settled on waving in or-
der to emphasize the importance of
the agenda at the summit in Seoul,
Korea."

Drawing to a close this past week-
end, political leaders from across the
globe took a collaborative and pro-
active approach in moving to stabi-
lize the "post-crisis" economy, pre-
venting any future financial disaster
at the G2O Summit in Seoul, South
Korea.

World leaders addressed a variety
ofpolicies on theagenda this past
weekend including the moderniza-
tion ofglobal financial institutions,
the implementation ofregulatory
safety nets as well as combating the
prospects of a currency war among
trading nations.

The traditional communique was
created, entitled the Seoul Decla-
ration, which Hall helps explain is
based on "a mixture of more focused
discussions like currency and bank-
ing supervision but also attempting
to engage in broader discussion."

Leaders adopted new guidelines
in order for accurate reflection of the
state ofthe international economy.

More specifically, improve-
ments were made to the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund's loan sys-
tem, ensuringthe use ofemergency

resources.
There are, however, those who

question the success of the summit
at all as the major currency crisis re-
mains unsolved.

An article deemed one of the
most important in promoting ef-
ficient growth when dealtwith was
actually postponed for discussion at
a later summit, providing room for
public criticism ofworld leaders.

Patricia Goff, also a Laurier pro-
fessor ofpolitical science, notes,
however, that "public criticism is
inevitable, as these are highly com-
plex, intractable issues being dis-
cussed, and at a certain point we
have to see the value in frank dis-
cussion that public is not privy to —

we have to assume that leaders are
weighing exchanges and outcomes
as they see fit."

Leaders were unable to move be-
yond international conflicts regard-
ing the devaluation of currency, to
which Goff remarks, "We have to
understand that they're not sitting
around holding hands, for the most
part there is sufficient argument and
disagreement, especially when so
much is at stake in terms ofdomes-
tic politics."

To read the rest of
Leeza Pece's article and
more check out

thecord.ca

'I shall not hate'
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FEATURES
Capturing the moment
Photography Manager Megan Cherniak provides helpful tips for those wishing
to improve their skills with a camera - from point-and-shoot to digital SLR

Features Editor Vacant » editortathecord.ca

Photography is no longer restricted
to those with expensive equipment
and access to a darkroom — it has
become a means of expression for
our generation.

With websites like Facebook and
MySpace, we are invited into many
aspects of our "friends'" lives, and
pictures have become a staple in this
ongoing communication.

From baby pictures to prom and
wedding photos to remembering
nights out or family events, photos

have become commonplace in our
culture, with the accessibility of
digital photography furthering the
ease with which we can cherish our
memories. However, simply owning
or desiring a digital camera is only
the first step. Often many of the po-
tentially beneficial features of cam-
eras can be overlooked.

When seeking to capture the per-
fect photo ofthe sunset on abeach
vacation orthe perfect action shot
at a sporting event, we often need

to learn to take a step back and ful-
ly utilize the advanced technology
available to us.

For many, this means going back
to the basics — where shutter speed,
aperture and megapixels can be
found.

Generally speaking, the more
megapixels a camera has the higher
the image quality, and the easier it is
to manipulate the image with post-
production software such as Adobe
Photoshop.

Most cell phones are equipped
with a 3 to 5 megapixel camera,
mostpoint-and-shoot cameras are
between 10 to 14 megapixels and
digital single-lens reflex cameras
can be upwards of 20 megapixels,
with some even shooting HD video.

Knowing the basics can be an
importantpart of owning a digital
camera, but understanding howthe
presets on a camera work can quick-
ly increase versatility and enhance
the final product.

Helpful tips
Shutter speed is how long the
shutter or "eye" of a camera stays
open for, or the length of the ex-
posure. A longer exposure or slow
shutter speed allows more light in
and shows motion, and a shorter
shutter speed limits the light and
stops the action. Aperture is how
much light is let in during the set
shutter speed; a wider aperture
lets in more light and is useful in
low light settings, while a narrow-
er aperture lets less light in - the
idea is very similar to the pupil in
your eye. A more narrow aperture
allows for a greater depth of field,
best for landscape, and shots tak-
en from a distance. A pixel is the
smallest unit produced in an im-
age; a megapixel is equal to one
million pixels.

Action
Whatit is: A fast shutter speed is
used for freezing moving objects or
people. Ideal in well-lit settings, as
the use of an in-cameraflash can
create a slight delay, causing the
moment ofaction to be missed.
When to use it: Sporting events, pet
orwildlife photography and the al-
ways difficult "jump-shot."

Automatic
What it is: The shutter speed and
aperture are chosen by the camera,
taking into account the available
lightand motion of subjects and of-
fering the best settings for a given
situation. This setting can be used
with or without flash and isthe most
versatile.
When to use it:Everyday photos,
parties and events, can be used
withouta flash at concerts with
some cameras.

Manual
What it is: The shutter speed and
aperture are chosen by the camera
user; tips and tricks for different
techniques can be found online. The
manual setting can be used in any
situationwith practice. Often once a
photographer goes manual they find
the automatic setting constricting.
When to use it: Anywhere and ev-
erything depending on your comfort
level.

Landscape
What it is: Where macro has a
shallow depth offield, landscape
gives your camera an unlimited, or
"infinite,"setting for depth offield.
The landscape settingallows the
camera to choose the narrowest ap-
erture possible to accommodate the
"infinite" depth of field.
When to use it: Hiking, a day at the
beach, aperfect way to capture those
breathtaking vacationphotos.

Macro
What it is: Using the macro setting
changes the point of focus or "depth
offield" on your camera from its
usual distance of greaterthan a foot
to a couple ofinches. Using macro
is similar to switching from bin-
oculars to a magnifying glass — it
allows for a closerfocus as well as
sharper details. Best used in well-lit
situations.
When touse it: Flowers, insects,
jewelry, anything up close.

Five photography websites worth a 'shot'
flikr.com
Search by a type, or click "ex-
plore" to be immersed in a variety
of photos uploaded by the pho-
tographers themselves. Photos
can be added to groups or com-
mented on and you can create
your own account for free.

ix.com
A variety of breathtaking and
awe-inspiring photos contributed
by photographers from around
the word.

photography.nationalgeo-
graphic.com
National Geographic has been
wowing us for- decades with its
high-quality photography. Take a
look at the photos of the day or
browse the galleries; they will not
disappoint.

awkwardfamilyphotos. com
A website that shows us how
important posing and wardrobe
choice — among other factors —

can be for a photo.

ifoundyourcamera.net
As the website claims, "Every pho-
to on this website comes from a
lost camera or. memory stick or
roll of film somewhere around
the world." ifoundyourcamera
has set out on the mission of re-
turning these lost memories to
their owners.

WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR
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10 • In Depth Editor Rebecca Vasluianu • rvasluianu@thecord.ca IN DEPTH 

In Depth Editor Rebecca Vasluianu explores the issue of safety around Northdale in the wake of recent assaults, break-a 
Northdale, part of Ward 6, is the region in and around the perimeter of Univers·ity Avenue, King Street, Columbia Street a 

At a school known for its close-knit community and school spirit, it is often 
hard to remember that Laurier exists within a city with its own population and 
its own problems. Among these issues is crime. 

While break-ins and assaults have always occurred in the area, a recent 
spurt of crime in Northdale has brought safety to the forefront for many stu
dents and permanent residents. 

On Oct. s. a female student was assaulted by three men near the intersec
tion of Hickory Street and Hazel Street. And while she escaped, she called in 
another assault at a later date, though police are still investigating the infor
mation provided from both reports. 

This Saturday, at the boundaries of Northdale near Regina Street and Uni
versity Avenue, several masked individuals broke into an apartment and 
robbed its residents while wielding a weapon. 

It is events like these that call into question the safety of individuals in the 
community, whether students or permanent residents. 

The problem 
"It definitely hits closer to home when you feel like it's one of us;' said 

fourth -year psychology student J enn Rae, who has been a resident of the area 
for three years. 

"It's part of our community, someone who you can identifY with;' said Rae. 
Speaking about the woman assaulted while running on Oct. 5, she stated, "I 
could have been that young woman:' 

Permanent resident Deb Easson told The Cord that she feels saddened by 
the situation. 

"A young woman jogging alone at 12:30 at night is putting herself in a pre
carious situation, but at the same time, she should be safe, and obviously 
wasn't, and that really alarms me;' she said. 

While Laurier's Foot Patrol service training executive Andrew McKay noted 
that he still sees the Laurier community as safe, he explained that incidents 
like the Oct. 5 assault have had a marked effect on the number of calls made by 
students requesting a walk home, attributing this to "cautiousness:' 

Kayla Kneisel, a Foot Patrol volunteer, told The Cord that "at the start of 
the year before the attacks it was pretty normal, but after that it spiked pretty 
badly:' 

She noted that many of the walks she has done have been to Spruce Street, a 
dimly lit street in Northdale. 

While Rae noted that she feels "wary" walking home at night, she stressed 
that the problem is not unique to Northdale. 

"I have a couple friends living in the same neighbourhood who have had ex
periences but I don't think it's something unique to Laurier because friends I 
have from other schools are having the same kinds of problems;' said Rae. 

For Easson, who believes Northdale's rate of crime is too high for its size, 
the situation is serious. Easson, who rents out the bottom unit of her house to 
students, specifically noted that when the regional police began handing out 
suspect identification charts in September, she knew Northdale's crime rates 
were a cause for concern. 

"I have to say a chill went though me when I read that. It's even hard for me 
when we have tenants coming to look at the house and they ask if it's a safe 
neighbourhood and I have to think twice when I answer them;' she stated. 

And for some who have been affected directly by the neighbourhood's 
crime, it is hard not to have an altered perception of the community's safety. 

Michael Ford, a fourth-year economics student, and Matt Donohue, a 
fourth-year business student, became the victims of an arson committed on 
Dec. 26, 2009, while the two were home for the holidays. It was later discov
ered that the arson- which destroyed the entire house and its contents - was 
part of a string of two other break-and-enters on the street committed by high 
school students. 

Ford explained that the perpetrators likely knew it was a student house and 
that its tenants would be home for the holidays. He added that the experience 
has not only changed his perception of the safety of student neighbourhoods, 
but also made him unlikely to inhabit the area again. 

"It's a bad experience. It's certainly put me off from living there again;'.said 
Ford. 

The causes 
Easson noted that the crime rate in Northdale is abnormally high, stating, 

"We're a very small area ... to have the rate of crime that we have .... The pro
portion of it in such a small area is quite excessive:' 

While Easson explained that she by no means blames students or feels re
sentment towards them, she explained that their pattern of temporary tenancy 
contributes to the problem. 

"I think we are all more vulnerable in here because of the very fact [that stu
dents live here]. Because it is known as the student neighbourhood and be
cause students are easier marks;' said Easson. 

She noted that students often fall prey to crime because of their patterns 
of absence on weekends or holidays, as well as the tendency not to lock doors 
and to be on the streets very late at night. 

Tara Sclupp, a landlord in Northdale, stated that from 
has only had a few incidents with tenants. However, she 
erally it's happened on Halloween ... or over Christmas 
a couple thefts:' 

She also noted that often when she visits her tenants, 
to find their doors unlocked, which she sees as smmeth1ln!.!i 
addressed. 

Waterloo Regional Police Services (WRPS) public 
Heinzel stated that students can sometimes be careless, 
perpetrators to commit crimes. 

"What we're finding with student housing particularly 
multiple individuals living in a building there's the 
uals to be more responsible than others," said Heinzel. 

Ford also noted that, he believes that because of the 
es in Northdale are currently in, he sees bn~aJ<:-ana-eJilte~r l 
age as a threat. 

"It would definitely contribute to the amount of crime. 
less than ideal, I'm sure more crime would occur to I 
ing that poorer quality housing can sometimes lead to ala 
properties of others. 

According to Jeff Henry, the Ward 6 (which comprises r 
councillor, it is important to ensure that our accommodat 
tained and safe. He noted that it is the right of every tenan 
tive action from his or her landlord to improve his or her li 

"We all have to be part of making that a little bit less att 
bit less easy [for criminals] .... I don't think it's about the f~ 
students and not students. I think it's made for a bit of an ' 
should make sure we have safer accommodations;' said H 

Rae explained that part of the problem is that for many 
just not a concern. 

"It's kind of a symptom of this kind of population. It's y1 
people often don't know how to keep themselves safe yet. 
learn and it's not a priority yet. Many people don't treat it 
just sort of passing their time here. And as a result, they d< 
need," said Rae. 

As a permanent resident, Easson has noted that the ten 
students' tenancies and the aging, dwindling population c 
dents has created a reduction of trust within the Northdal< 

"We don't have a sense of community," said Easson. "St 
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aults, break-and-enters and thefts in the area, gathering many diverse perspectives on crime in the community. 
mbia Street and Lester Street and residents include university students and more permanent residents 

Northdale, stated that from her experience she 
with tenants. However, she explained that "gen

... or over Christmas when we've had maybe 

she visits her tenants, she is surprised 
which she sees as something that needs to be 

I Services {WRPS) public affairs co-ordinator Olaf 
can sometimes be careless, making it easier for 

[Stuaent nousmg particularly is when you have 
building there's the tendency for some individ

others," said HeinzeL 
that because of the poor shape many hous

in, he sees break-and-enter and property dam-

to the amount of crime. When the houses are 
crime would occur to them;' said Ford, explain

can sometimes lead to a lack of respect for the 

Ward 6 {which comprises Northdale) city 
ensure that our accommodations are well-main-

it is the right of every tenant to demand correc
to improve his or her living conditions. 
that a little bit less attractive and a little 
think it's about the fact that we have 

it's made for a bit of an easier target so we 
accommodations;' said Henry. 

the problem is that for many students, safety is 

is kind of population. It'syourfirsthome and 
to keep themselves safe yet. It's something you 

Many people don't treat it as a home and are 
here. And as a result, they don't appreciate that 

has noted that the temporary nature of 
dwindling population of permanent resi

trust within the Northdale community. 
community," said Easson. "Students are here for 

a short time and gone, and it creates a situation where people don't know who 
their neighbours are:' 

For Rae, the diversity of Ward 6's population- coupled with the inherent 
systemic problems within the area - may also contribute to some of the crime 
within the community. 

"Different residents are using it for vastly different purposes;' said Rae. 
"I have neighbours raising children and some who are elderly and some like 

you who are students. We all have very different needs I think and those aren't 
being met and I think the recent surge of crime is reflective of bigger issues:' 

The so:.utions 
For Easson, it is difficult to envision a way that the crime rates can be low

ered in Northdale. 
"It's almost unsolvable;' said Easson. "I think that's sort of the message 

we've gotten from living here .... There's just nothing by-law can really do 
about it or the police:' 

She explained that many of the crimes - such as vandalism or theft - tend 
to involve a situation in which the culprit has fled the scene too quickly to take 
any action; and that police have told her there is little that can be done. 

While Statistics Canada's Police Reported Crime Statistics from 2009 have 
placed Waterloo well below the national average in terms of crime severity, 
Heinzel explained that with regard to crimes such as assaults, there are still 
preventative actions that can be taken. 

Heinzel said that while "everyone has a different threshold for what they be
lieve is risky or what they feel comfortable with;' it is important that the city's 
residents make sure they are aware of their surroundings and that they report 
any suspicious occurrences in their neighbourhood. 

As far as what can be done from within the university, McKay explained that 
FOOT does nightly "sweeps" of campus and neighbourhoods around the uni
versity to check for any potentially dangerous situations. 

He also explained that as a resource, FOOT ensures that students always 
have an option when they feel unsafe on campus so that they are "never alone:' 

Henry noted that while the situation may seem hopeless, Northdale resi
dents can improve the situation by keeping their "eyes on the street and fos
tering a strong environment. 

"If we try to vision a neighbourhood we want, it's safe, affordable and actu
ally fosters community;' he said. 

"With a lot of work, as a community, we must work to shape a vision of what 
we want:' 

Waterloo Regional Police 
Services (WRPS) safety tips 

"Think about your personal safety first. If you can get out of the 
home and call police. do so as quickly as you possibly can but 
don't do anything that would put your personal safety in jeop
ardy.· 

• "If you do need to walk by yourself, it's a good idea to let some
body in your household know where you're going, when you're 
expected to arrive and what route you're taking and stick to that 
route." 

• "If you're walking by yourself especially you should stay on well
lit streets with people around and keep your cell phone on you." 

• "We're finding it seems that people who have been assaulted or 
attacked it's often been from behind when people were wear
ing earphones .... What we would encourage people to do is have 
them set at a volume where you can hear what's going on around 
you." 

• "Keeping a look around and know what's going on and don't ad
vertise the fact that you are unaware." 

• "As far as· doors and windows and the security of the house if you 
have any concerns first thing you should do is to discuss it with 
your landlord .... If you have concerns with the quality of the locks 
brings those to the attention of your landlord." 

-From an interview The Cord conducted with Olaf Heinzel. WRPS 
Public Affairs Co-ordinator 



He also praised the owners of Star-
light, Bernard Kearney and Josh
Koehler, claiming that the venue is
"an institution, not justhere but in
Canada."

Touring for as long as he has,
Starlight has led Collett to develop
an "appreciation for people that
have really fine hospitality."

Discussing the changing dy-
namic ofeach of his tours, Collett
remarked that, "the industry is just
used to doing things one way and it
needs to figure out other ways to do
things.

"This is part ofwhat I do - to

explore other ways to do things, try
different angles. Exploring things
with other artists in loose collectives
is really fascinating to me."

Despite his constant collabora-
tion with other artists, Collett says
that for now he's "happy to justgo
out on my own," though when his
upcoming Australian tour with fel-
low musicians Zeus approaches, "I'll
be really ready for it."

An exceptional and seemingly
rare solo performance, Collett en-
sured that Wednesday night's con-
cert was one to remember.

MEGAN CHERNIAK PHOTO MANAGER

ARTS
Waterloo plays host to impressive line-up
Royal Wood at Starlight (Nov. 9)
ANTHONY DAMIAO
CORD ARTS

Sarah Murphy « smurphytathecord.ca

iTunes songwriter of the year Roy-
al Wood played at Starlight last
week during the second month ofa
tour promoting his newrecord The
Waiting.

Wood primarily performs in larg-
er theatres these days due to his re-
cent successes, so it was a rare plea-
sure to see the artist play a small
club venue.

Toronto-based singer-songwriter
Emma Lee opened the show with
her beautiful folky jazz melodies,
stunning voice and lyrics that dig
deep into the crux ofthe unembel-
lished life.

Wood played with a full band,
combining storytelling and rock 'n'
roll with honest lyrics and a lot of
noise.

For a portion ofthe evening, he
reverted to a more intimate style,
playing only his guitar backed by a
double bass — a reflection of Royal's
past performances.

The show was well attended, with
many seatless fans standing atten-
tively for the entire performance as

Wood moved from piano to guitar
and back again.

Wood's songs were interspersed
with his wry sense of humor that
reflected his eight years in the
business.

The audience was an involved
one, laughing at his banter and clap-
ping along to the rhythm section
during "On Top of Your Love."

The audience sangalong unre-
servedly to the heart-melting bal-
lad "Lady in White" and gathered
in droves to purchase CDs after
Royal Wood's incredible encore
performance.

A number of changes have come
around for Wood with the release of
his newest record, which he claims
is "probably the most personal and
introspective" record he has made
so far.

Anyone familiar with Royal
Wood's musical career, which re-
ally got rolling in 2004 with the re-
lease of his first full-length album
Tall Tales, knows how devoted an
artist he is. Until his most recent re-
cord, Wood had not only produced
all ofhis records on his own but also
played most of the instruments on

them. Feeling itwas time to step
outside his comfort zone, he decided
to enlistthe help of a talented group
of musicians, as well as producer
Pierre Marshall (who worked exten-
sively with Sarah McLaughlin).

"Having other people's opinions,
my band coming in and playing in-
stead of me playing everything was
strange territory," Wood told The
Cord. "I don't regret any of those
decisions. I think this is my best

record."
Speaking with regards to the

critical acclaim and awards that he
has achieved, Wood said, "It can't
change you. Ifyou start believing
the reviews you read thenyou're
screwed.

"The only reason I started making
music in the first place is the same
reason I started when I was a little
kid, it brings me joy. It's whatI al-
ways wanted to do. I didn't want to

be on the cover of the Rolling Stone, I
just wanted to make music."

Inspiring words in a time where
musical success is too often charac-
terized by money and appearance.

Royal Wood will be carrying out
the remainder of his three-month
tourwith award winning indie-pop
artist Hannah Georgas until Nov.
26, where he will wrap up The Wait-
ing tour atToronto's Queen Eliza-
beth Theatre.

BEN DEROCHIE STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Royal Wood put on an intimate and breathtaking performance for fans at Starlight last Tuesday night.

Film series sheds light on oil industry
ALEX MITSIOPOULOS
WORLD EDITOR

This past Thursday, Cinema
Politica hosted their last
screening of the semester.
The latest installment fea-

tured H2Oil, a documentary expos-
ing the severe health and environ-
mental effects resulting from the
extraction of crude from the Alberta
tar sands.

"We're really thrilled, I don't think
we expected such a great turnout
consistently throughout the whole
term," said Tanya Richardson, co-
ordinator of Cinema Politica's K-W
chapter. "Most of the turnout is stu-
dents so that is really gratifying as
well."

H2OU is the first Cinema Politica
film of the year to feature Cana-
dian content. The documentary is
about the Albertan residents ofFort
Chipewyan and their struggle with
the expanding oil industries in the
northern territory of the province.

As the largest supplier ofoil to the
United States, the tar sands in Al-
berta serve as an important source
of revenue. However, the industry

has taken a severe toll on the envi-
ronment and on the health of the
residents in the surrounding area.

Initial reports have found that a
variety ofheavy metals have been
found in excess amounts in the earth
and water around Fort Chipewyan
and in the Athabasca river. Arsenic
levels amount to over 400 times the
level of safe exposure for humans
and animals.

This and other chemicals have
created mutations in plant and ani-
mal life, causing increasing concern
to the residents ofFort Chipewyan,
who blame oil corporations like
Suncor and Shell for the negative ef-
fects. The documentary attacks the
methodical contaminationof clean
fresh water as well, with companies
using up eight to ten barrels of clean
water to produce justone barrel of
oil.

Tailing ponds, man-made dams
that store wastewater from the ex-
tractionprocess, have become a sig-
nificant by-product ofthe oil indus-
try. If the dam of an average-sized
pond, some ofwhich can be seen
from space, were to break, it would
result in a disaster 300 timesworse

than the Exon-Vadez.
The Fort Chipewyan community

has been calling for provincial, na-
tional and even international assis-
tance in launching a comprehensive
study to uncover the extent to which
the oil industry has affected the re-
gion. Thus far, no studies have been
commissioned.

While Cinema Politica's film ros-
terfor the following semester has
yet to be selected, Richardson ex-
plains that, "There are always new
movies coming out so we wanted to
see what they were going to get to
have the greatest selection.

"What we're aiming for is variety,
we don't want too many overlapping
themes. Main criteria is to provide
a really gripping film," Richardson
concluded. Cinema Politica has fea-
tured the films Please Votefor Me and
End ofthe Line in previous months.
The films are available for sale on-
line or at GenerationX on Regina
Street.

Cinema Politica is set to resume
with regular installments of docu-
mentaries next semester. Film
screenings are free to attend, but
donations are always accepted.

Will Currie & the Country French
at Wilt's (Nov. 13)
DREW HIGGINBOTHAM
STAFF WRITER

This past Saturday night, Wilf's
played host to some great talent,
showcasing music from Jean-Paul
Maurice and Laurier graduates Will
Currie and the Country French.

As Maurice took to the stage first
for an acoustic performance, an
acoustic pop-rock sound filled the
room and he displayedhis impres-
sive vocals and whistling. His al-
luring ballads manage to tell stories
by mixing humour and heartbreak
and are evidently rooted in the land-
scapes ofWestern Canada.

Maurice played a mix of songs
from his band's full album Young
People with Faces and their latest EP
Big Country. The song "Spoons" from
the EP showed off Maurice's gentle
voice and delivered a soft open-
ing for the rest of the night's mu-
sic. When he was joined by a back-
ing band on stage, they provided a
harder sound that was able to cut
through the reluctant crowd and get
everyone engaged.

The Cord caught up with Maurice
afterhis set and asked him about
playing on Laurier's campus. "It's
great here, they treat the bands re-
ally well, only bad thing was the
grumpy sound guy, he's not very
nice," he commented. Maurice con-
tinued, "I was hoping the crowd
would be a little more interactive
since I'm used to a high-energy
crowd."

Maurice is currently on tour with
Will Currie and the Country French
without the rest of his band — aptly
called Maurice. "Iflew out solo and
it's lonely touring without the band.
Touring is a lengthy process, but I'll
be meeting up with the rest ofmy
band when we begin to drive out
West," he concluded.

After Maurice's set, Will Cur-
rie and the Country French brought
their high-energy rock music to the
Wilf's stage. The catchy hooks and
upbeat drumming had people tap-
ping their toes and dancing on the

spot. The band played tracks like
"Tommy Douglas" and "Thunder
Bay Coast Guard Radio", the latter a
dynamic songwith interesting mu-
sical changes and neat guitar effects.
Delving into some new material the
band also played "Railroad", another
lively song with a fun melody that
had the crowd clapping to the beat.
Despite the quiet crowd, Will Cur-
rie and the Country French delivered
an admirable performance, eventu-
ally winning over much ofthe crowd
with their classic indie-pop sound.

The night was capped off with
an impromptu cover of "Hey Jude"
for the encore, featuring Jean-Paul
Maurice on vocals.

Will Currie spoke to The Cord
about the show and said, "It was lots
offun. Sometimeswhen you play
your hometown you will have your
friends come out and see you but
not this time. That's why it's great
on nights like these when you have
people who come out to seeyou that
justwant to sing and dance."

Currie also divulged an update
about the band's next record Awake!
You Sleepers, saying, "We are all done
the album, but we're in the works
trying to find a distributor. We hope
that will be taken care of early in the
NewYear."

MEGAN CHERNIAK PHOTO MANAGER

Jason Collett at Starlight (Nov. 10)
—cover
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DearLife

Dear Life isyouropportunity to write a
letter toyour life, allowing you tovent
youranger with life's littlefrustrations in
a completely publicforum. All submis-
sions toDearLife areanonymous, should
be no longer than 100 words and mustbe
addressed toyour life. Submissions can be
sent to dearlife@thecord.ca no later than
Monday at noon each week.

DearLife,
You seem to going wellright now.
Strange.
Sincerely,
Waiting for something bad to hap-
pen soon

DearLife,
Where does one ofthe chairs of
L.U.C.K. getoff saying that "Mo-
vember is just an excuse for all guys
to show how lazy they are and there
are better way to raise money for
cancer" I wouldrather grow a mus-
tache thanbuy one ofyour fucking
cookiesanyday.
Sincerely
Just because youwon't get man can-
cer doesn't mean it's not an issue,
get over yourself

Dear Stressed,
Feeling overwhelmed with life is a
normal experience and you are not
alone in feeling this way. Ifyoufeel
like you can't get up in the mom-
ing, just remember Peer HelpLine
is available from 4pm-2am 7 days a
week(884-7337).

CounselingServices is located
across from Health Services too and
they can give you thatboost ofen-
couragement, and talkyou through
your troubles!Laurier Secrets is
an excellent way to share, but don't
forget about PHL and Counseling
Services - they will keep your
and be a greatlistening ear.
Love,
Someone Who Cares

DearLife,
This is a friendly'who thefuck do
you thinkyou are Kardinal Offish-
all hater?'The A-Team puts the A
in AWESOME and is responsible
for all the AWESOME events that
we have here atLaurier. So ifyou
thinkyou have a better shot at get-
ting celebrities like I<ESHAto come
toLaurier then by all means welook
forward to seeing her debutat the
Turret.
P.S. - ifyou don't dig Kardinal
Offishall check out Lights.
Sincerely,
Unbelievable

DearLife,
Why is it thatwhenever I try to
throw things in the garbage in the
dining hall, it is OVERFLOWING
withtake-out containers?
Sincerely,
Ifyou getyour food "to go", you
should really go somewhere

DearLife,
I'm so happy the Cord has been
bringing humour to serious issues
through hilarious headlines. First
"Who's Replacing Hu?" and now
"Wireless Unplugged"!!!!!
Sincerely,
Don't stop the "punny" headlines,
fuckheads

DearLife,
Why is everybody being such a Neg-
ative Nancy?!?
Sincerely,
Thank GodI didn't take a ride on the
Bitter Bus!!
PS. The flags in theDH are
AWESOME!!

Dear Life,
Bitch bitchbitch bitch bitch bitch
Bitch bitchbitch bitch bitch bitch
bitch bitch bitch.
Sincerely,
Bitch.
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Poll Results:
What do you think of
wireless On campus?
#n O/I/O

I have problems with it
r% tO/2u /O
Never seems to work
_ _

®

I'm getting myself one of those
rocket sticks

.

It works surprisingly well

Total participants last week: 59
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Student rental properties avail- STUDY ON SLOW METABOLISM
able for rent close to WLU. Do you have a slow metabolism
CLEAN, upgraded DETACHED b have trouble maintaining or los-
houses, townhouses, apartments ing weight? Individuals who have
and true loft spaces rentals avail- a slow metabolism may be more
a '3 'e on many nearby streets in- prone to diet-induced obesity.
eluding Ezra, Marshall, Hazel and Researchers at the University of
Lester. Rentals to suit all group Waterloo are conducting a study
sizes from Ito 13. Many start comparing the metabolism of
dates available. Please contact overweight b lean individuals. If
Hoffaco Property Management you are overweight or have trou-
-rent@hoffaco.com (preferred) or ble maintaining or losing weight
through phone 519-885-7910. & are interested in being partici-

pant for this study, you can obtain
more information b Y contacting
Karlee at chall@uwaterloo.ca or

PRIVATE TUTORING in math by 519-888-4567 Ext. 35791.
recently retired professor, with Participants are asked to come in
Ph. D. and 38 years teaching. for a total of 4 hours over 3 visits,
Most undergrad courses, includ- & will recieve $50.00 in apprecia-
ing precalculus, first and second tion of their time. This study has
year calculus, statistics, matrix been reviewed b received full
and linear algebra, discrete and ethics clearance by the Office of
financial mathematics, real anal- Research Ethics.
ysis, set theory, modern algebra,
topology, etc., plus statistics from
other departments or business
mathematics. Resident in Kitch- ! NANNY NEEDED: PART-TIME for
ener. Inguire dlgrantl946@gmail. two small boys (4 years and 1.5
com years). Days and times depending

on your schedule. Near Erb and
Moore. Driver's license preferred.
Please call Jane at (519) 741-8619.

LOOKING FOR 2 BEDROOM
SUBLET for month to month rent.
Near Hazel b Albert area or Up-
town Waterloo. Starting Dec Ist. thomrH CTkContact Bryn at bryn.ossington@ LI ICLUI vJ.V^Q
gmail.com
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Protesters robbed UW of
an important debate
On Friday, Christie Blatchford, columnist for the Globe
and Mail, was scheduled to speak at the University of
Waterloo to promote her newbook Helpless: Caledonia's
Nightmare ofFear and Anarchy, and How the Law FailedAll of
Us. Within, she gives a scathing critique of how the On-
tarioProvincial Police (OPP) failed to protect the citi-
zens of Caledonia and allowed a breakdown of the rule
of law. Her speech was cancelled after a small group of
individuals stormed the stage, demanding that Blatch-
ford not address the audience.

For individuals that complain endlessly (and rightly)
about their freedom ofspeech being infringed upon at
the G2O protests, it is hypocrisy in the extreme to pre-
vent others from practicing their right on campuses
and in society in general. Stifling Blatchford's event
also discredits their call for equality and freedom of
expression.

Blatchford admits that her book does not address the
historical treaties like the HaldimandProclamation and
is rather an account ofthe events that transpired and a
critique on how the OPP stood by while the rule oflaw
in Caledonia faltered.

While it is a legitimate critique thather argument is
weaker by not addressing the Native side ofthe argu-
ment, this is hardly racism, as those protesting advo-
cate. Despite claims that Blatchford spreads hatred, the
wayin which protesters attempted to convey this mes-
sage completely discredited their point. Tossing the
words "racist" and "Nazi" around in anger as they did
cheapens the cause of combating legitimate racism that
exists in society.

Ifcertain individuals disagreed withBlatchford's
opinions, they had an opportunity to question her in the
question and answer period of the event. Instead, they
behaved in a disrespectful manner and subsequently
robbed the audience of the opportunity for needed de-
bate and dialogue.

-The Cord Editorial Board

Admissions should be
based only on merit
Last week's issue ofMaclean's featured a story about the
implications ofgrowing Asian enrolment at top Ca-
nadian universities. The article argues that universi-
ties face the dilemma that the status quo is leading to
a gradual voluntary segregation ofthe student popula-
tion; yet there are no options to correct perceived im-
balances. In the U.S., unofficial race-based quotas have
become increasingly common among top-tier private
schools to maintain a stable number of Caucasian stu-
dents. Some worrythese policies will eventually be ad-
opted by Canadian universities.

The article pointed to trends most students take as
rather obvious. Certain schools that specialize in math-
ematics and science have large and growing Asian stu-
dentpopulations, while more arts-focused, partying
schools like the University ofWestern Ontario are more
Caucasian. It is also largely evident that there could be
more interaction between the two groups, which often
voluntarily segregate themselves.

For Caucasian students, though, to complain that
they can't compete with Asian students because oftheir
focus on academics as indicated in the article is quite
sad indeed. It may be true that culture and more disci-
plined parenting gives Asian students a stronger work
ethic, but it doesn't entirely boil down to race or culture
at the end of the day, rather the choices of individuals.

Ifyou are in university just to party, then enjoy de-
livering pizzaupon graduation ifyou even make it that
far. Ifyou choose to takeyour education seriously, you
should be rewarded both in class and in the job market.
Ifthat happens to skew admissions to favour Asians
then so be it.

Universities should work to improve dialogue on
campus to allow for better integration. To do anything
else would at best dilute our education system by mov-
ing awayfrom merit-based admissions and at worst be
a terrible precedent ofracial discrimination.

-The Cord EditorialBoard

This unsigned editorial is based off informal discussions and
then agreed upon by the majority ofThe Cord's editorial board,
which consists of15senior Cord staffincluding the Editor-in-
Chiefand Opinion Editor. The arguments made may reference
anyfacts that have been made available through interviews,
documents or othersources. The viewspresented do not neces-
sarily reflect those ofThe Cord's volunteers, staff or WLUSP.

The Cord is published by
WilfridLaurier University Student Publications.

Contact Bryn Ossington, WLUSP President and CEO
75 University AveW,Waterloo ON N2L 3C5

EDITORIAL

Harper shows he will stoop to
any level for political gain

ALANNA WALLACE
letters@thecord.ca

Opinion Editor Eric Merkley � emerkleytathecord.ca

In keeping with his blatant disregard
for democratic process (for example,
the two-time proroguing ofParliament
since October 2008), Prime Minister
Stephen Harper has extended the Cana-
dian force's mission in Afghanistan be-
yond the legally mandated 2011 exit date
without thepermission ofParliament.

I don't even know why I'm surprised
anymore.

Initially, when the prime minister an-
nounced the extension ofthe mission,
he did so with providing such little de-
tail that the opposition demanded he
further his statements — although he
has waited until Nov. 15, while he is in
South Korea for the G2O, to do so.

Putting aside the issue of Canada's
military involvement in Afghanistan,
I have a bone to pick with Harper and
Harper alone.

Firstly, Harper buried the announce-
ment of the extension of the mission on
Remembrance Day. This is an occasion
for commemorating soldiers' lives lost
and a day most individuals use to pause
and take pride in the sacrifices of our
military.

The fact he would use this day as po-
litical cover is not only tasteless but an
insult to those who have served. Harper
used the public's emotional attachment
ofthe day to tug at the heartstrings of

the population — an act unbefitting of
a leader.

Conservatives claim to strongly op-
pose the politicization ofRemembrance
Day with,among other things, the white
poppy.

In an act of complete hypocrisy,
Harper turned around and made an ex-
tremely political announcement. It's
justanother way the Conservative Party
continues their trend ofhiding behind
the men and women of the military to
further their politics — it's downright
shameful.

Announcing the prolonging of the
mission on this day also buried the de-
cision in the media. This stifled at least
some ofthe criticism the government
would have been subjected to had the
statement been made on any other day.
The same can be said ofthe Liberal Par-
ty — they now face less criticism over
agreeing to extend the mission behind
closed doors. Both parties are guilty of
working to avoid a democratic debate on
the issue.

Harper's tactics are nothing more
than smoke-and-mirrors to pull the
wool over the eyes ofthe Canadian
public.

Probably most shocking was Harper's
insistence that he need not bring the de-
cision to prolong the mission to Parlia-
ment, despite the exit date being fixed to
July 2011.

In claiming that the executive can de-
cide technical and training missions,
Harper has taken it upon himself to de-
cide the future of our military. Parlia-
ment set the date for a withdrawal, thus
there is no reasonable explanation for
why this decision can be revoked by the
cabinet alone.

It isyet another decision made by

Harper's tactics are noth-
ing more than smoke-and-
mirrors to pull the wool
over the eyes of the Cana-
dian public.

a Conservative minority government
that acts like they have a majority in the
House ofCommons.

Harper said he has come under pres-
sure by NATO allies to keep Cana-
dian military personnel in the field in
Afghanistan, but this is no excuse for
the insensitive mishandling ofthe an-
nouncement, nor does it excuse howhe
is opted to make this decision in a cloud
of secrecy.

The point I am trying to convey is not
whether or not it is right for the Afghan-
istan mission to be extended or in what
capacity the Canadian military should
be planning theirexit strategy. It is that
the Harper government has foregone
any type of democratic process and opt-
ed to make deals behind closed-doors
while using our veterans for political
cover.

This is all part of a continued pattern
of governance ofa man whowill stoop
at any level to win, even ifit means
burning down our national institutions
in the process.
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THE FORUM
Letters to the Editor
Attack on Taylor Swift
uncalled for

Opinion Editor Eric Merkiey « emerkieyguhecord.ca

RE: Taylor Swiftconfirms herpromiscu-
ity, Oct. 27
That article in the Oct. 27 edition
of The Cord which stated that in her
new CD Taylor Swift "confirms her
promiscuity" is unbiased journal-
ism at its finest! The author spe-
cifically pointed out Swift's song,
"Dear John," because it describes a
relationship that she hadwith John
Mayer. Ifthe author had done any
research, or perhaps, wonder of
wonders, listened to the song, he/
she would know that in that song,
Swift regrets it.

Also, justbecause this relation-
ship was with John Mayer, known
for being quite aladies' man (why I
am not entirely sure, but whatever
floats their boat), does not mean
that Swift was promiscuous. She
states in her song that, "[She] took
[his] matches before fire could catch
[her]" intimatingthat she got out of
thatrelationship quickly before any-
thing could happen. So while it was
kind ofcreepy, Swift got overit.

I also noticed that on thecord.ca,
this little arts bitewas heavily ed-
ited, as more of a study on the song
and the creepiness of Swift's rela-
tionship with Mayer. That's good,
but the first article was the one that
was printed, and therefore had wid-
er readership.

I understand thatthe author is not
aprofessional writer, but there is no
need to write slanderand pass itoff
as news! Thatone, tiny article, by
its biased, unprofessional, and false
attack on TaylorSwift, undermines

the credibility ofthe entire newspa-
per. What other articles are justas
false or slanderous?
—AlexandraKrawecki

Laurier failed to re-
member on Nov. 11
For 2 years I have attended this
school with pride. But today, Re-
membrance Day, I hung my head
in absolute shameand embarrass-
ment. It physically hurts my heart
that classes at Laurier did not, as a
whole, stop and acknowledge the
minute ofsilence at 11:11. There
was, in its stead, a ceremony in the
Concourse, and attendance was
optional.

Tonight, I sit in my homewrit-
ingthis letter, free from tyranny and
oppression because ofthe highest
price paid by brave men and women
from all over the world. I watch the
Remembrance Tribute on CBC and I
see wives weep, fathers break down,
a mother cry saying "My son prom-
ised me he'd come home" and a
smallboy ask "Why would someone
hurt my daddy?"

I am deeply ashamed this school
did not stop classes for one small
minute, to honor the dead: our pro-
tectors, our fathers, mothers, broth-
ers, sisters, friends. I am ashamed
we did not honour the victims of
war. These are people we know, and
they paid with their lives, theirfami-
lies now live in griefand we, atLau-
rier, could not sacrifice one small
minute.

A little perspective needs to be

taken. I am not perfect, and I am not
holier than thou, I take things for
granted too, we all do, but a minute
should not be too much to ask.
—SabrinaBrown

Remembrance should
be more than one day
RE: Reflections onRemembrance Day,
Nov. 10
Lest we forget, indeed, the other
poem synonymous with the remem-
brance ofwar other than JohnMc-
Crae's "In Flanders Fields," namely
Wilfrid Owen's "Dulce et Decorum."
To only speak oftaking up "our
quarrel with the foe" is in fact to tell,
to repeat to children the "old Lie."

As it were, to take the time just
"once a year," as last week's edito-
rial suggested, to honour veterans is
actually a disservice to them, eliding
their experiences of war in the name
of anational identity built upon
their verybodies, memories, and
hearts: remembrance ought to be
every day then. Such shouldbe the
painful prick of the past when wear-
ing apoppy, too easily tossed off on
Nov. 12.
—T.A. Pattinson

Letter policy
Letters mustnot exceed 250 words. In-
clude yourfull name and telephone num-
ber. Letters must be received by 12:00
p.m. noonMonday via e-mailto letters@
thecord.ca. The Cord reserves the right to
editfor length and clarity or toreject any
letter.

Canadian drug policy
is irrational and costly

RICHARD WALSH-BOWERS
letters@thecord.ca

Last week's column in The Cord on
the failure of Californiavoters to le-
galize the recreational use of mari-
juanaraised some importantimpli-
cations for Canadians to consider.
Two key questions that come to my
mind are: is the Canadian policy of
prohibition working and how harm-
ful is marijuana relative to other
substances?

Almost everybody knows that
many Canadians, ranging from
adolescents to elderly adults, use
marijuana recreationally despite its
prohibition. According to an article
in the Oct. 30 issue ofthe Globe and
Mail, the trade in marijuana in Brit-
ish Columbia alone, ofwhichabout
70 per cent is exported to Califor-
nia, generates approximately $4 bil-
lion annually in revenue. Moreover,
many ofthose who don't use it, such
as myself, simply don't believe that
society should prohibit its use.

Given that tens ofthousands,
maybe millions of Canadians use
marijuana and do no harm to oth-
ers as aconsequence of their use,
prohibition and criminalization
clearly don'tmake sense. Yet mas-
sive amounts ofpublic dollars are
invested in prohibition to little ef-
fect. Obviously, the so-called "War
on Drugs" is an abject failure.

A major plank in the prohibition
platform is the belief that decrimi-
nalizing marijuana will increase its
use. However, marijuana has been
sold in coffee shops in the Neth-
erlands sincethe 19705.Yet about
20 per cent ofthe adult population
has experimented with it, whereas
42 per cent ofU.S. adults have tried
marijuana in a society that zeal-
ously prohibits it. In addition, as last
week's column indicated, Portugal
has seen a decrease in consump-
tion with decriminalization. In oth-
er words, there is little evidence to
support the prohibitionists' belief.

What we do know is harmful to
society is the fact that those in-
volved in organized crime distribute
and sell marijuana. Eradicating the
criminal element in sales and dis-
tribution by legalizing and regulat-
ing marijuana surely wouldbe more
beneficial than maintaining the cur-
rent regimen. In fact, many observ-
ers agree that ifthe drug is legalized,
production costs and risks associ-
ated with the use of marijuanawill
decrease substantially.

Besides, legalization and regula-
tion would generate employment
opportunities for gardeners, electri-
cians and "coffee-shop" proprietors,
at whose shops marijuanacould be
purchased and consumed.

To read the rest ofRichard
Walsh-Bowers' column and
more check out
thecord.ca

You know whatyanks my Cord...
...that special time ofyear: Christ-
mas songs on theradio; Starbucks
selling the Holiday Blend among
other festive drinks; commercials
already on TV advertising gifts for
loved ones. No, it is not the week
before Christmas, it's Nov. 1 and it's
almost 15 degrees outside.

Each passing year, the Christ-
mas season gets longer and longer.
Stores pack up the Halloween candy
and put out Christmas decorations.
We can'tget past Remembrance Day
before children start pestering their
parents aboutwhat they want for
Christmas.

Now, I understand that I am per-
haps abitter person and a bit ofa
scrooge during the run up to Christ-
mas. But seriously people, must we

stretch Christmas into a two-month
marathon?

Let's face it, the true meaning of
Christmas is pretty much dead in
this secular society of ours. Notbe-
ing areligious person, I don'tmind
that at all. But it is now not much
more than agrotesque display of
unrestrained materialism, spend-
ing money people largely don't even
have. Each holiday season more
and more people will be practically
owned by Visa and MasterCard.
Merry Christmas.

I'm all for capitalism andfor al-
lowing people to make stupid deci-
sions, but we don't need to celebrate
this spectacle with the same ten
damn songs on loop everywhere all
the time until my ears bleed. I spent

my high schoolyears working retail
at Canadian Tire, including the holi-
days; by the end of December had I
run into a caroller I probably would
have went all Chevy Chase on them
like in "Christmas Vacation."

I know some will scoffand won-
der where my Christmas cheer is. It
was slowly fading over theyears un-
til it was guillotined in the aisles of
the power tools department of Ca-
nadianTire. I know I am not alone
in my frustrations. So for the sake of
the sanity of those ofus that would
like to enjoy thefall season with-
outthe urge to drop-kick the clos-
est shopping-mall Santa, you know
where you can cram your holiday
spirit.
—Eric Merkley

28 King ST. N. 519-954-8660
Waterloo www.chainsawsaloon.com
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WHAT IS
LSPffiG?

LSPIRG helps students:
© i iindand support their project, idea,eventor group

C2j build their skills and resume with free weekly workshops
and training opportunities •

explore funded research opportunities

(41 get involved on campus with interesting volunteer
positions,with LSPIRG or one ofour manyISPIRG
campus groups!

W Visit WWW.LSPIRG.CA to see
how LSPIRG can help you
create social change!

Have an idea for a project, group or
event, but not sure where to start?
Email justine@lspirg.caand we can
help!

I •s • pipg [el-ES-purg] (el-es-purg)
abbr. Laurier Students' Public Interest Research Group; a student
funded, student-oriented organization that provides opportunities
for Laurier students to create social change.



OPINION
Partisan media not necessarily bad

JOSEPH MCNINCH-PAZZANO
letters@thecord.ca

Opinion Editor Eric Merkley « emerkley(athecord.ca

On the fifthanniversary of the 9/11
attacks, Keith Olbermann deliv-
ered perhaps the harshest rebuke of
President Bush. That night, he asked
President Bush how he dared take
the actions he did in Iraq and ac-
cused him of using 9/11 as a way to
instill fear amongst the American
people. It was as strong a condem-
nation as anyliberal television host
has offered.

"Countdown with Keith Olber-
mann" has been a staple on the left-
leaning cable news network MSNBC
since 2003. Olbermann has won
over a solid group of dedicated fans
who have gravitated to his special
comment sections criticizing Re-
publican policies and the actions of
the Bush administration. Until re-
cently, Olbermann featured a "Worst
Person in the World" segment in
which he has granted the title re-
peatedly to conservative Fox News

host Bill O'Reilly, conservative com-
mentator Ann Coulter and various
Republican officials.

Since PresidentBush declared
"MissionAccomplished" in Iraq,
Olbermann has signed off his show
each night by counting the number
of days it has been since that faulty
proclamation was made.

It's been no secret that Olber-
mann considers himself a liberal.
The same can be said for other
prime time hosts on MSNBC — Ed
Schultz, Chris Matthews, Rachel
Maddow andLawrence O'Donnell.
All have made obvious statements
in support ofDemocrats.

Matthews briefly considered
running as a Democratfor a Penn-
sylvania Senate seat. Maddow has
participated in White House discus-
sions when liberal commentators
have been invited to sit with Presi-
dent Obama.

In a way, whilethe network has
an obvious liberal slant, it seems
that MSNBC wanted to differenti-
ate itselffrom Fox — a network that
unabashedly puts forth right-wing
commentators who have openly
made donations to Republican can-
didates and have issued endorse-
ments of Republicans. Network ex-
ecutives seem to want to create the

image of MSNBC as less partisan in
nature than Fox.

The question is: should MSNBC
be running from the partisan label?

Partisan news has its advantages.
First, it works. MSNBC used to be
stuck in a solid third place in the
cable news ratings. Fox News and
CNN were both heavily outpacing
it. Then, MSNBC decided to become
the liberal alternative to the con-
servativeFox. When the line-up ce-
mented itself, MSNBC leapfrogged
CNN to become the second-place
cable news network in America.

Second, it gives politicians an op-
portunity to speak to their bases.
During the health care debate, Dem-
ocratic representatives and senators
took to MSNBC to make the case for
the bill and soothe fears among pro-
gressives that the bill was not com-
prehensive enough. It allows par-
tisans to hear about the issues that
matter to them.

That being said, partisan news
only works ifthere is a compelling
alternative on each side ofthe po-
litical spectrum. The proposal has
been made to bring "Sun TV News"
to Canada (what many have termed
"Fox News North"). The argu-
ment has been that the supposedly
liberal-leaning CBC should have a

conservative counterpart.
While Iwould wholeheartedly

dispute the equivalency of a corpo-
rate media conglomerate dominat-
ing the right-wing in Canada to a
publicly owned broadcasting com-
pany with a shaky (if any) liberal
edge, I also don'tthink we should
pretend that we are above partisan-
ship in Canada.

One needs only to tune into
one day ofQuestion Period to see
that we too have reduced politics

to a childlike frenzy ofpartisan
exchanges.

A partisan news network on both
sides ofthe aisle might add some
interesting spiceto Canadian poli-
tics. Let's face it: an Olbermann
or Maddow-like figure critiquing
Prime Minister Harper could bring
some passion and provocative and
compelling news coverage that
might bring some much-needed ex-
citement to the Canadian political
landscape.

WADE THOMPSON GRAPHICS EDITOR
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Higher tuition rates spark debate over student
accessibility and quality of education
Point: Hiked tuition rates unacceptable

MARCIE FOSTER
letters@thecord.ca

$6,307 Current average tuition in Ontario
$5,138 Current average tuition in Canada
$4,400 Average tuition in Canada 2006-07

$5,746 Tuition at Laurier for 2010-11
211,902 Undergraduate degrees granted in 2004
244,380 Undergraduate degrees granted in 2008

—Information courtesy ofStatistics Canada

While the Ontario government
claims to be working on improving
assistance for students, there still
remains a lot to be desired when it
comes to the issue oftuition rates.
These rates are responsible for
funding the university experience
such as paying faculty wages and
improving non-studentunion facili-
ties, like the library.At Laurier, I'd
like to envision that the $5,746 that
I pay yearly to the university is re-
sponsible for providing and main-
taining a quality education.

But that simply isn't true. With
the freeze or cap oftuition rates,
students pay a maximumincrease
of five per cent (as voted to con-
tinue for two more years by Queen's
Park). The rate of inflation, accord-
ing to the Bank of Canada, from
2009 to 2010 was 1.92 per cent. If
this is the case, there is approxi-
mately a threeper cent gap between
inflationary growth and tuition
hikes; a net increase in overall fund-
ing, in addition to the $9.8 million
increased grant funding.

Take alook around: do we see ev-
idence ofthat increase in funding?
Classes are uncomfortably overen-
rolled, there are less and less quality
part-time faculty now and the near
elimination ofTAs from all academ-
ic classes just shows me thatLau-
rier's quality ofeducation is dimin-
ishing. There's a disjointbetween
the growth ofthe university's budget
and the quality of education.

The school should be fiscally re-
sponsible with the resources they
have. If they keep raising tuition, the
Ontario Student Assistance Pro-
gram (OSAP) must follow accord-
ingly: we know that won't happen.

If Laurier can't focus on keeping
its claim as being a university of Ca-
nadian excellence, then the focus
must shiftto access. Accessibility
is clearly the number one priority
now: prestige and elitism associ-
ated with a university education are
gone. There is no reason why tuition
cannot be rolled back to the national

We should feel we have
earned our education
and our place in univer-
sity, not that mommy or
daddy signed offon our

degree.

average.
Accessibility to higher education

shouldn't be limited by financial
status: if I am limited to choosing
certain schools itshouldn't be based
on cost. Too many students choose
not to pursue further education be-
cause they think they cannot afford
it. Raising the tuition ofuniversities
will only widen the gap between the
rich and poor and the educated and
non-educated. With higher tuition
costs comes the possibility ofhigher
bursary programs, but the sticker
shock associated with these costs
would overshadow any possibility of
need-based financial aid to students
attending Laurier.

We shouldfeel we have earned
our education and our place in uni-
versity, not thatmommy and dad-
dy have signed off on our degree.
Lower tuition serves to even the fi-
nancial playing ground in terms of
access for all who can make the ad-
missions cut off. One ofthe reasons
I choseLaurier was that they had a
commitment to find a way to help
you pay shouldyou be accepted.
Now it's seemingly in reverse, find-
ing ways to let everyone in to bal-
ance thebudget.

I doubt that the accountants who
do our budgeting walk around Lau-
rier during rush hours, or tryto use
the wireless internet, oreven wait
in line for a bus. The issue isn't that
the university must suppress growth
because oflower tuition, but that it
must grow inwardly before itcan
grow outwardly. Ifwe are not re-
ceiving quality education in Ontario
then we should not be asked to pay
more than other provinces. Roll tu-
ition back in Ontario to a reason-
able level to at least preserve acces-
sibility for all students regardless of
wealth.

Counter-point: Managed tuition growth the way forward

NICK GIBSON
letters@thecord.ca

In Canada the provincial govern-
ment, who has jurisdiction in mat-
ters of education policy, can ma-
nipulate tuition rates. According to
recent Statistics Canada data, On-
tario has the highest tuition rates in
the country averaging $6,307 while
Quebec has the lowest tuition rates
averaging $2,415.

On the surface, these numbers
seem to indicate that education
in Ontario would be the least ac-
cessible jurisdiction for post-sec-
ondary education in Canada — at
least when it comes to the financial
burden.

However, not only should it be
noted thatthere is more to acces-
sibility than the cost of tuition, On-
tario tends to follow a more prudent
path when it comes to the regula-
tion oftuition, at least compared to
its provincial counterparts. In fact,
while it may seem counter-intuitive,
provincial governments should aim
for controlled growth of tuition rates
rather than aiming to cap, reduce or
even eliminate it (through use oftax
revenue).

There are two main points that
underlie the strength ofthis posi-
tion — thefiscal capacity of our gov-
ernments and more importantly the
fundamental flaw ofcap to reduce or
eliminate policies.

Firstly, to allocate enough re-
sources to markedly reduce tuition
costs would mean that governments
wouldhave to raise taxes or cut ser-
vices or programs in other depart-
ments in significant ways. Given
the fiscal state ofthe government
ofOntario, this reality is even more
salient.

However, even iffiscal resources
were not as much of an issue, sig-
nificant reduction or elimination
oftuitionfees (as a result ofa mas-
sive increase in subsidization over
the current framework in place on
thepart ofthe government) are not
prudent policies if one is concerned
about accessibility to post-second-
ary education.

Cappingreal tuition rates, reduc-
ing them or going for their outright
elimination is not accomplishing
the goal that most identify as fun-
damental — promoting accessibil-
ity for potential students whose
incomes cannot accommodate the
cost ofhigher education.

While seeming counter-intuitive,
by taking any ofthe above actions
policy-makers are wasting fiscal re-
sources on those who can already
afford education, rather than allo-
cating it where it is needed most —

low-income students. By allowing
tuition rates to increase, the govern-
ment (and individual institutions)
can allow those who can afford tu-
ition at cost to do so, while freeing
up fiscal room to help those who
cannot.

However, this position comes
with a caveat. Complete deregula-
tion is problematic in that it swings
the pendulum too far.

Like working wages, there is a no-
ticeable lag-time between tuition
increases and the corresponding
non-repayable grants and resources
available for loans meant to help
low-income students access higher
learning.

This is precisely why the ap-
proach should be capped growth,

rather thanreal tuition caps.
These growth caps could be in-

dexed to various indicators, but the
most appropriate indicatorappears
to be CPI (consumer price index) —

an aid in determining the inflation
in the economy. A more flexible and
effective government loan system,
in addition to a focus on better aid
allocation on thepart ofindividual
institutions, will ensure that the gap
can be effectively bridged or at least
close to it (in Ontario, that means
constantly evaluating and re-evalu-
ating OSAP).

It is a given that this approach is
not perfect. Debt loads faced by stu-
dents post-graduation tend to be
higher than other jurisdictions and
no one need explain the problematic
nature of massive personal debts.

But by fooling ourselves into
thinking that our natural intuitionis
correct — that the lower the tuition
fees (as a result of government sub-
sidy) the better, we fall victim to the
law ofunintended consequences as
we are worsening precisely what we
are pledging to alleviate — barriers
to post-secondary education. With-
out a sober second thought, I fear
thatwe will not only fail to improve
access, but we will waste valuable
fiscal resources in theprocess.

The Cord • Wednesday, November 17, 2010 17

OOMINOS.CAsave —'j ym
ORDER ONLINE

EasyGO's Online trip planner Class P resentation? No problem, EasyGO's Text messaging let's
makes it easy to get to class ' Ca"oC' as^Go anc ' ou* me know exactly when to leave



Sports in brief
Hawks win OUA awards
After nine members ofLaurier's
football team were named Ontario
University Athletics (OUA) all-stars
last week, wide receiver Dillon Heap
and linebacker Giancarlo Rapan-
aro were given further provincial
accolades.

Heap was awarded the Russ
Jackson Athletics and Academ-
ics Award, while Rapanaro won the
President's Stand-Up Defensive
Player ofthe Year Award.

Heap, a fourth-year business stu-
dent, not only led the Hawks in re-
ceiving with 41 catches, 466 yards
and five touchdowns, but also boasts
an 11.4 GPA. Rapanaro, meanwhile,
returned to Laurier for his fifthyear
this season and posted 28.5 tackles,
two sacks and two interceptions.

Women's volleyballwinless
After a five-set loss to the Waterloo
Warriors on Saturday afternoon, the
Golden Hawks women's volleyball
team saw theirrecord fall to 0-4.

After opening their season with
four straight road games, the Hawks
will play their home opener this Fri-
day at 6:00 p.m. versus theWestern
Mustangs.

Men's volleyball downsUW
Laurier's men's volleyball team im-
proved their record to 4-3 this past
weekend with a win over the Water-
looWarriors in straight sets.

The Hawks sit in a four-way tie
for third in the Ontario University
Athletics (OUA) standings with
eight points on the year. This week-
end, the Hawks play a pair ofhome
games, starting with a gameagainst
the undefeated Western Mustangs
on Friday.
-All Compiled byJustinFauteux

SPORTS
Hawks keep perfect record
ALANNA WALLACE
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Sports Editor Justin Fauteux • jfauteux(athecord.ca

There couldn'thave been a more
perfect opening for the Hawks'
women's basketball team, as the
team stands at 4-0 on the season
after dominating the Ottawa Gee-
Gees this past Saturday.

Despite being down one oftheir
starting guards, Amber Hills, who is
out with a sore back, the Hawks de-
feated the Gee-Gees 57-38 after up-
setting their Friday opponents, the
Carleton Ravens, who are ranked
seventh in the national standings,
by a score of 59-51.

"I was really proud of the girls
coming back after a really tough
physical game [on Friday] against
Carleton," said Laurier head coach
Paul Falco. "To follow that up with
another one today was super."

Laurier dominated out ofthe
starting gate, never trailing the Gee-
Gees, who they held to just 27 per
cent shooting from the field.

"That was our game plan going
into this game — we just wanted to
play strong defence and let our of-
fence stem from that," said Hawks'
fifth-year guard Renata Adamczyk,
who led the team's scoring with 12
points on Saturday after racking up
20 points during Friday's game.

Falco echoed Adamczyk's senti-
ments and said the team's defence
had kept them in games early.

"If we play good defence transi-
tion we're going to have good things
offensively and that's going to help
us," said Falco.

Along with their solid defence,
the Hawks also dominated the
paint, withMegan Grant and Kim-
berley Yeldon collecting 12 and 13
rebounds respectively.

With Hillis sitting Saturday's
game out, first-year Felicia Maze-
rolle was given ample court time,

which she capitalized on, scoring
nine points.

"I didn't think I would start, the
only reason is because our point
guard is injured," said Mazerolle,
"But it's good to be second to her."

Regarding Hillis's injury, Falco
was unsure of when she will return
to the court with her teammates.

"She's got a sore back and it's
been coming along but it's been

slow. She's in good hands with our
physio people but it's something
we're going to be cautious about."

In the meantime, the Hawks
are on theroad to Sudbury to play
against Laurentian next Friday,
looking to improve upon their al-
ready solid performances.

"The girls are pretty excited, we're
justgoing to keep going," concluded
Adamc2yk.

NICKLACHANCE VISUALS DIRECTOR
Laurier's Christa Mancino (23) attempts a shot during the Hawks'
win over Ottawa. The team improved to 4-0 over the weekend.
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GOLDEN HAWK
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Week of
November 15 - 21, 2010

" RECFNT SCORES
11.11.10

M Hockey 2 - Waterloo 3
W Soccer 1 - ÜBC 0

11.12.10
VV Basketball 59 - CarJeton 51
M Basketball 80 - Carleton 88

W Hockey 6 - Toronto 2
M Hockey 2 - Windsor 3

11.13.10
W Basketball 57 - Ottawa 38
M Basketball 91 - Ottawa 71
W Volleyball 2 - Waterloo 3
M Volleyball 3 - Waterloo 0

W Soccer 2 - Montreal 0

11.14.10
W Hockey 6 - York 1

W Soccer 0 - Queen's 1

UPCOMING HOME GAMES

11.19.10
W Volleyball vs Western

Athletic Complex, 6:00 p.m.
M Hockey vs RMC

Sunlife Financial Arena, 7:30 p.m.
M Volleyball vs Western

Athletic Complex, 8:00 p.m.

11.20.10
W Volleyball vs Windsor

Athletic Complex, 6:00 p.m.
M Hockey vs Queen's

Sunlife Financial Arena, 7:30 p.m.
M Volleyball vs Windsor

Athletic Complex, 8:00 p.m.

LAURIER BOOKSTORE
ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Kale Harrison
Men's Football

Kelsey Tikka

www.laurierathletics.com
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For more coverage of the CIS women's soccer championship,
including a photo gallery by photography manager Elli Garlin,
visit thecord.ca

But in the end, they justcouldn't find
a goal and the one Queen's marker
was enough to take the CIS title.

"I think it's incredible how they
performed based on the fact that a
lot of them are struggling with inju-
ries," said MacLean. "It was a fan-
tastic performance."

The strong performance Laurier
put forth throughout the competi-
tionwas recognized as the Hawks
dominated the tournament all-star
team, taking up five ofthe 11 spots.
Woeller, Tikka, Pedron, Lagonia
and defender Nicole Currie were all
named all-stars; however, accord-
ing to Lagonia that didn't make the
post-game ceremony easierto bear.

"It was really difficult to watch
Queen's get the gold medals," she
said. "It was one ofthe toughest
things I've ever had to deal with but
I'm so proud of all my teammates."

Tikka was also named tourna-
ment MVP,after already winning
Ontario University Athletics (OUA)
west division and CIS rookie ofthe
year to go along with being named a
provincial all-star.

The CIS silver medal marks the
best finish for the Hawks since 1995
and brings an end to a season that,
in MacLean's eyes, was special.

"I don't thinkwe could've asked
for anything more from our players,"
he said. "This was probably the best
women's soccer team that's ever
played at Laurier."

Men's basketball
splits weekend
LAURA SEDGWICK
STAFF WRITER

Big things are expected from rookie
Patrick Donnelly this season. Af-
ter performing strongly in the pre-
season and contributing to his
team's dominationof Queen's and
Royal Military College (RMC) two
weekends ago, Donnelly and his fel-
low men's basketball Hawks took
on the nation's top ranked team, the
Carleton Ravens, last Friday.

Unlike last season whenLaurier
took on Carleton, the Hawks were
able to present areal challenge to
the Ravens.

Though Laurier struggled through
the first halfof the game, they were
able to make a strong comeback in
the third and fourth quarters.

"It looked like we had a chance to
win there at the end," said veteran
Kale Harrison, who was the high-
scorer ofthe game with 39 points.
"We needed a couple stops that we
justcouldn't get and we endedup
losing."

With less than five minutes left
in the game, Harrison hit a three
pointer that tied the game 72 - all.

"I knew that was abig shot," he
said. "It feltreally good to know that
we had come all the wayback from
being down by 20. After hitting that
shotthere was a lot ofemotion."

Even though the Hawks ending up
losing the game 88-80, head coach

Peter Campbell remained positive.
"That's thebest team in the coun-

try and they've been number one for
most of the 10 years I've been here,"
he said. "I'm disappointed in the
way we played in thefirst half, Car-
leton shot the ball really well, but we
battled backfrom a big deficit in the
second halfand that's a good sign
for our team."

The day after their loss to Car-
leton, the Golden Hawks redeemed
themselves by defeating the Ot-
tawa Gee Gees 91-71, with Don-
nelly coming in as his team's second
highest scorer with 21 points.

"He can score and he can rebound
and he's not a bad defender," said
Campbell on Donnelly's ability. "He
can do a lot ofthings so he'll play a
big role for us, I think."

Donnelly credits his quick adjust-
ment to the rapid pace ofuniversity
basketball to his experience play-
ing in NewHampshire at Proctor
Academy.

Thus far, Donnelly feels that his
role on the team isrebounding and
playing strong defence.

"I know we've got some good
scorers, Kale [Harrison] and Max
[Allin]," said Donnelly. "So I want to
put up points when I can but really
that'll come by grabbing rebounds
off theirmisses."

NextFriday, the Hawks challenge
Laurentian in Sudbury and on Sat-
urday they take on York inToronto.

NICK LACHANCE VISUALS DIRECTOR
A Golden Hawk goes for a lay up during Saturday's win over the
Ottawa Gee-Gees. Laurier lost to Carleton on the previous day.

Hawks
take silver
—cover
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Women's hockey wins fourth straight
MARISSA HERNER
CORD SPORTS

Coming into the season, one could
have questioned whether the Golden
Hawks women's hockey team had
what ittook to defendtheir identity
as champions.

Dissolving any doubt that may
have been looming about the team
during the pre-season games, the
Hawks have been characteristically
dominating their oppositions thus
far. The Hawks' games this past
weekend against the University of
Toronto Varsity Blues and the York
Lions were no exception to their vic-
torious streak. Defeating the Blues
4-2 and the York Lions 6-1, the
Hawks have set their eyes solely on

the objective of attainingthe Ontar-
io University Athletic (OUA) cham-
pionship title yet again.

Out-shooting the Lions 47-29 on
Sunday afternoon, the Hawks com-
manded the first, second and third
period by exemplifying a stronger
desire to win the battles in the cor-
ners, along the boards and behind
the net. By capitalizing on York's
give-aways and their inability to
clear their own blue line, third-year
Vanessa Schabkar and rookie Laura
Brooker buried the puck in the net
and established an earlygame lead
with a 2-0 advantage going into the
second period.

According to head coach Rick
Osborne, the Hawks were optimis-
tic between the first and second

periods.
"When we are at a two-goal lead

we do not sit back and defend it all
the time in league play, in playoffs
circumstantially we may," he said.
"When teams have to startgambling
then we are at our best to take ad-
vantage ofthose opportunities."

Although York tried to dimin-
ish the gap on the scoreboard by re-
peatedly attempting stretch passes,
they were continuously shut down
by Laurier's solid defence. By tak-
ing these offensive gambles York
was caught with few players to de-
fend, and this was where the Hawks
capitalized and first-year Tammy
Freiburger set up defencemanAl-
annah Wakefield at the point which
wrapped up the third period with the

Hawks up three.
York quicklybegan to show signs

offatigue and a loss of momentum
during the third period, which led to
an increasing amount ofpenalties
drawn. Consequently, York fell apart
on the penalty kill and crumbled
under the offensive pressure where
Paula Lagamba, Erin Weber and
Caitlin Muirhead took advantage of
goal-scoring opportunities.

Although York caught a lucky
bounce that slipped past Hawks'
netminder Liz Knox in the last five
minutes ofthe third, Laurier consis-
tently kept up a pace that York could
not contend with throughout the
whole duration ofthe game.

Brooker emphasized that com-
munication on the ice is an essential

aspect to the Hawks' successful
game play.

"Skating hard is what led to our
victory against York this evening,"
she said. "If we keep our feet moving
and we keep going thenwe can skate
past any team."

It is the unique qualities that the
Hawks possess, such as their abil-
ity to find each other on the ice, that
distinguish themfrom any other
team in the league and result in
Laurier's conquest over their op-
ponents time and time again. The
future season for the Golden Hawks
looks optimistic and promising with
what appears to be another OUA
championship brushing against the
fingertips ofthe Laurier's women's
hockey team.

MEGAN CHERNIAK PHOTOGRAPHY MANAGER
One of six Laurier goats in a 6-1 win over York on Sunday afternoon. The win improved the Hawks' winning streak to four games and brought their record to 10-1.

Men's hockey drops two
The Hawks have now lost four of their last five games
JAMIE NEUGEBAUER
STAFF WRITER

The Golden Hawks men's hockey
team played catch-up all week-
end, never leading in either oftheir
games this past Thursday and
Friday.

On Remembrance Day at the
Waterloo Recreational Complex,
captain Jean-Michel Rizk bagged a
pair of goals and the Hawks came
back from a 3-0 third period defi-
cit against cross-town rivals the
Waterloo Warriors. However, the
purple and gold skaters were unable
to score in either overtime or in the
shootout while former Prince Albert
Raider and Chilliwack Bruin Andy
Smith beat Hawks' goalie Ryan
Daniels' five-hole to give the visitors
the victory.

The next dayLaurier visited the
Windsor Lancers, a team who con-
tinues to prove that there are no lon-
ger any easy games in the Ontario
University Athletics (OUA) Western
Conference. Windsor was domi-
nant, pelting Daniels with 50 shots
and was always one step ahead on
the scoreboard ultimately pulling
out a 3-2 victory.

Thursday's match against Wa-
terloo was a tale oftwo games. The
first and second periods went the

way of the Warriors.
"We didn'tskate the first two pe-

riods," commented Laurier head
coach Greg Puhalski. "We were
waiting to make mistakes."

Waterloo captain and tremen-
dously talented centre Chris Ray
scored the first of his two goals af-
ter intercepting an errantLaurier
pass on the penalty-kill in the War-
riors' zone. He made no mistake,
converting on the breakaway with
a snap shot to the roof behind Ryan
Daniels.

The second period was not much
better.

A harmless looking wrist-shot by
Ray handcuffed Daniels at 10:26 to
give the visitors a 2-0 lead. Fourth-
year winger Kyle Schwende made
it 3-0 when he fired a shot past a
screened Daniels from the slot on
the power play at 13:56.

The third, however, looked like a
totally differentgame.

"We kept it simple [in the third],"
Golden Hawk captain Jean-Michel
Rizk added.

"We were more aggressive, fin-
ished hits and had lots ofshots on
net... [Warriorsgoaltender Keaton
Hartigan] gave up a couple rebounds
and we put them away."

Rookie Thomas Middup fired
home arebound only 23 seconds

into the frame, and then Rizk calmly
converted on a two-on-one with
Laurier's leading point-getter Ryan
Bellows.

Rizk potted his second ofthe af-
fair after connecting on a beautiful
power-play passing play with less
than two minutes left in regulation
to tie the game up.

Overtime solved nothing, and
UW rookie Andy Smith was the only
one to score in the shootout handing
the Hawks a 4-3 defeat.

The next day at Windsor it was a
tired-looking Laurier team that fell
3-2. Outshot 50-34, the only bright
spot for the Golden Hawks was
Daniels who bounced back from
a shaky game against Waterloo to
make 47 saves in the loss.

"We are disappointed," Rizk
mentioned.

"We keep doing the same thing.
We try to play catch-up hockey and
only play one period.... You can't
win like that."

The rough weekend means Lau-
rier has lost four ofthe last five, and
drops to sixth in the OUA Western
Conference.

The good news is that next Fri-
day and Saturdaythey host Eastern
Conference weaklings Royal Mili-
tary College (RMC) and Queen's
respectively.

SEAN POLLOCK STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
After losing in a shoot-out to the Waterloo Warriors on Thursday,
the Hawks fell 3-2 to the Windsor Lancers on Saturday.
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