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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY

1. THE PURPOSE OF THE THESIS

Statement of the purpose. The objective of
this thesis is to present a atudy of thé'pblitical
impaot of Communism on four individualathQ\ét one
stage in their lives thought that Gommuﬁism was the
best}political system on earth; and who'aubsequenﬁly
became disillnsioned to thé point where they congide
ered Communism the worst politioal)sysﬁem on éarth.v
This thesis tries to answer some of»theIQuestion$  |
arising from such .a study. How did these four people.
become g0 enamoured of Communism and later so thorough-
ly disillusioned with it? What is there about Communism
which oould so strongly attract eand later so thorough-
1y repel intelligent people? Was disaffection due to
the weaknegses of the people involved, or was it due
t0 weaknesses in the Communist system? Where ig the
truth.to be found regarding the essential nature of

Communism: in the offiecial reports and propasganda of

P ——
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the Rugsian governmént; or in the opinions of the

Communist Party members, or in the wrltings of those
who have been in close contact with the system? The
problem is to determine the nature of the attraction
of Gommuniém and the nature of its repellant aspeocts
as seen by four of those who have strongly félﬁ, in

turn, that attraction and that répulsion;

IX, IMPORTANCE OF THE PROBLEM

Yorld-wide lmportange. The course of such a

gtudy leaés tq some very_pertinent obgervations of ;
what Communism really ig, in theory and in practice,
as seen by four people who were intimately assceiaéed
with 1it. At the present time the political impact of

- Communlsm upon the peopla‘qf the earth is probably the
outstanding political phenomenon of our eiviiizatian.
If the Communists continue to extend their rule as they
have in the last decaae; they'will soon dominéte the

" sarth. Under such conditions, the ability df the
Communists to attract recrults to their cause and to
hold the loyalty of thelr members is of greet lmporimes
to the entire world. Students of his%ory&nd politics




| | 3
should understend the drawing and holding power of

the Comnunist faith end whether it is a popular move-
ment or a tyranny impressed upon the many by~the Tew : ;
in power. Such a study as this should rev@a} much of
the actual nature of Gommunism~-kﬂoWledge'whidh is.

vitally important to all who 1ive in this‘WOrld today. | I
IIT. LITERATURE ON mﬁz‘snsamam

‘Literasture of 4 uggil;gglgggggﬁ. The "litarature

of diailluslonmant"l written by exueommunists and ex- | I

fellow~travellers is rather extensive. Even while this
thesiaVWas being prepared, two moré interesting and vale
uable compliations af such literature have appeared:
ﬂgg,mgg,mgggﬁug;;gg, edited by Richard Orogsman, and
acntaining statements from six ex-Communists of wvarious
nationalitias, end ggrg;oy of Three Decades, editad by :
Julien Steinberg, containing se;eoted chapﬁers from the E

writings of thrigy-four authors, with oomments by the
editor as to the place of each writer in the field,

1 Hoak Sidney, "The literature of Disillusion- ?
ment " Steinberg, Julien, Verdict "nggrge Degades, p.606




kIV. CRITERIA USED IN CHOOSING PERSONS

| DISCUSSED, SOURCES OF DATA, AND

ORGANIZATION OF MATERIAL

Oriteria. In selecting the principal characters

for this'study the f0110wing‘criteria were;ﬁsaa:

1.

2;1

3

.

5e

They should be Americans,

Their experiences should omver*different

period during the Communist experiment.

‘They should be people who have held prome

Inent positions in the Communist Party or

in other radiocal movements, leaders in

- thelr apheres ofkactivity rather than Just

members of the rank and file.

They must have written ably and in consider-
able‘datail about Communiam and its political
impact on them as individuals.

They should be those who were serious and
whole~hearted in their devotion to Communism,
Devotion to Communist ideals was considered
more important then actual Party membership.
Two people chogen for study, Tnma Goldman and

Max Bastmen, were not Party members.

i
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Sources of data. The four people finally se-
1eeﬁad; whose stories are presented herewith in con-
siderable detail; aTe among the outstanding Americans
who have contributed to the "literature of disillusion-
ment." As av"gr.oup they probably know more aboubt Commumisn
than any other four Amerlcans not now‘in’the Party. As
evidence of their knowledge end interest 1n:tha subjeot;
they have'among them written fourteen books which pro- ‘
vided most Qf the material for this thesis, One of them,
Emme Galdman;vdied in 1940, The ramaining.mambers of |
this quartet are still aoctive in fighting Communiem, whioh.
they consider a political fraud and a menaae to free people
all over the WOrld. The cases of these four individuals
freeing themselves from the Communlst illusion are presented
in the ethnological order of their disillusionment:‘mmma
Goldman, 1921; Benjamin Gitlow, 1929~34; Max Eastman, 1934~
353 Louls Budenz, 1945,

V. SIGNIFICANCE OF PEOPLE CHOSEN FOR STUDY;
~ THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO "LITERATURE OF
DISTLLUSIONMENT, "

Emma Goldman. The political impaet»of Communi sm

o T Er e

T T T T T T T T e T A e A T TR




on Emma Goldman is signifiocant to the student of Come
nunism because Goldman was one of the flrst Americans
to reveal the failure of the Russlan Revolution. Her
obgervations at the beginning of the Communist regime
revealed the same fundamental wesknesses which other
competent observers found in Communism meny years later.
She was in Russla for nearly two years, fn:'ém January;
_ 1929; to December 1; 1921.2 Lenin hed been in power for
only three years, To most Americans, the Russian Revolu-
tlon was still a mystery; made more mysberious by the
false officlal propaganda put out by Leninfa' government.
Emma Goldman ‘lifted the vell from this mystery for all
those people who read her three boolfzsz |

My Disillusionpent in Rugsia, (1923), ,

My Further Disillusionment in Russia, (1924),end

Living My Life, Volume II, (,1931);. -
She was well guamried ‘o observe clearly what wes happen~

ing in Russia, for she was born there, lived there much of "

her early life, and, while living in the United States,
followed with keen interest all thatb oceurred in Russia,

When she reburned to Rugsia in 1920 there was no langunge

2 Goldman, Emma, My Digillusionment in Ruasie,pp 14
See also Goldman, a, My rurther Disillusion-

ment in Russia, p. 143
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barrier to prevent her from sonversing with the many
people she met'there, for shelcquld speak,nussian; as
well as Germen, Yiddish, French, and English,j While

in Russia shé:did mos?t nr}har,travglingTW§thouﬁ the

. restriotivehinfiuénoévbf guideS'and‘intQﬁpréters, s
usually provided by'tbe Russien seoret péiioe tc’make
gure that réreign obser#ers séw and‘haéi&"only thaﬁ
which the government wished them %o seo and hesr. She
knew mgnyvpeopié in Rﬁssié: she had metvﬁany of the
Russian ﬁnaiahiatevat mﬂétinga in thé Hhitéd States and
Europe; she khéw;@any of the members of the Soclal Reve
olutionary?afty;,of which she was a mambér; and she knew
meny Amsridan.anaféhista and ravoldﬁioniata who had left
America to leﬁd their enthusiastio assistanoce to the Rev-

4

olution.” Her record of bitter disillusionment in Russia

should have served as a warning %o others who looked to

Oammunism‘fdr the sol@tion of the probleﬁs_of this world.

| Unfcrtunately; her bvooks were neither widely read nor
publiahed in great“numbars end at present are out of

print and 4ifficult to obtain,

3 éaldman' Emmas Anare and Other Essa s'p.-o
See alsg Goldman;'Emma,’@g-Eiéiiius%onmegt in %gssiédx ,
end Goldmen, Emma, Living My Life, Vol. I, p. 502.

‘ 4 Goldman, Bmma, My Disillusionment in Russia, p.7
See also Goldman, Bmma, Living My Life, Vol II, pp. 12
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Benjemin Gitlow. Benjemin Gitlow's gtory is
valuable to those who wish to undersgtand why people join
the Communist Party and why they leave the_Party. it 1s
the story of an outsbending GOmmuniﬂt‘leade?'during the
firgt ten years of the Communist movement in the United
States; 1919 to 1929;‘a leader who wag a‘dedicated TEVw
ciuﬁionist from his aariy thldhood; a leader who loved
Communism more than life itaelf.j When he finelly became
| fully aware of the essentiaily eviL natura-of Communism
he chose to leave the Party and has been.aobive in
fighting against it for the pasﬁ elghteen years., His
two books, I Confess, 1939, and The Wnole of Their Lives,
1948; give excellent information of the life of Gltlow
and the lives of others who were active in the Party dur-

ing this periad.

| &_&,gx Egotnan. Max Bastman was not a membez_"oi'
the Communist Party. Nelther wes he a Trotskyite, as
1s believed by many.s He was a Soclallst and a fellow-
- traveler until the failure of the'Ruasién revolﬁtion
left him disillusioned with both Sooialism and Oommunism_.6

5 Steinberg, Julien, Verdiet of Three Deocedes, p. 177
| 6 Bastmen, Max vEnjo%gen¥‘Q§,Qi%ing p. 331, See
also Eastman, Max: Stai;n-S' ugaia, p. 12 -

L S
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. 9
Sidney ﬁogk;7'Professor of Philosophy at New York Univerw
sity; gives Max Eastman first place on his list of five
noteworthy Americans who have made valuable,¢anﬁribu~
tions to the "literature of ﬁisilluaiohm§n£* wniah hes
~ been wrltten as a result of the Ruqsianwexberiment.a
Eastman's most recent book is Egi*xgggg,gg‘”imigg pub-
lished in 19#8 in which he hes written ‘the story of his
life up to 1917. Now, at the mature ege of sixty-eight,
he is writing the remeinder of his autobiography whioh;
when published, should be a very valuable acecount of his
reflections on his twentyefive years as a Socialist and

more than sixteen years as a fellow-traveler.

Louis Budenz. Louis Budenz is probably the most
outgtanding ex-Communist in the United States. While he
wag s8till a member of the Party he held'high office, being

editor-in-ohief of the Daily Wor rker. He left the Cammunist

Party voluntarily, in 1945, end has since written two ex-
cellent books which give an inside pleture of Communist
Party activities in this country: Thle Is My “ﬁggx, 19#7,

7 Steinberg says of Sidney Hook: he "has gained
a wide reputation and following as a philosopher, acute
enalyst of sacial problems, and scholar on Marxzlsm and
other subjaots. Steinberg, Julien, Verdict of ghrag
Decades, p. 605

8 The- other four on the list ave: Dos Passos,
Wilgon, Hiocks, end Farrell, Sidney Hook, "The Litorature
of Dis{ilusi. g%ent " Steinberg, Jullen, Igggigg of I gre
» Do
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and Men Without Egggg; 1950. He is now writing a third
‘book which will deal with the Gommunist'ideolagy. He
was a witness for the United States gavernmant in the
1949 trial of the eleven leaders of the Gcmmuniat Party
who were convicted and sentenced for oonspiraey 0 overw

throw the guvernm&nt of the Unibed States. ]




CHAPTER II

THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF COMMUNIEM
ON EMMA GOLDMAN

1. _:fmn EARLY LIFE

Her 1ife in Rusgia. Emme Goldmen's politioal
career and her personality were greatly‘%gfluenoed by
her early life. She was born of Jewish‘parentage in
the Russien province of Kovno on June 27, 1869. Her
+ father, Abraham Goldmen, was & bathy government offiw
ciai'in charge.cf the government stage.l Hedwaa a high=
ly emﬁbional'man; whose marriage with Emma's Mother was
continually incompatible. In his efforts to make a live-
~ ing in Russia he wag perseduted because of his Jewish
religion.? Fruétratea in his home life and discrimin-
ated against in his economic life, he became an unhappy
tyrent who made young Emmat's life migerable.? Nor was
her unhappiness ameliorated by her ﬁahher; who bestowed

11£fle affeotion upon —

1 Goldman Emma r h ther 8 0. 8-9
2 Goldman, Emma: My T gife'-—%-io ST, b, 20

R O
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Thus Emma's first contacts with authority in
the home convinced her that authbrity qnﬁ‘tyyanny were
one and the same thing, She learned to hate her father
‘and became & rebellious ohild, deeply resentful of par-
ental authority. She grew %o adolgaeenceiduring a period
when the Russian goverhﬁenﬁ was despotic aﬂd,tyrannical;
when the.thiﬁking people wlth whom she 6gme‘1n oontact
resented governmental tyranny énd éétively’plotted reve
olution. She 1earnad to hate the authority of the |
governmant.5 » ;'

At the age of seventaen she tried to acnieve aoon.-
omic 1ndependence fram her parents by working first in =
oorset factory and later in a glove factary, where she
| found the authority of foremen and employers oppressive

to her youthful apirit of independenoe.G

Inpigretion to the United States. Seekins an
escape from autnoriﬁy of parents, teachers, government
and employers, filled With hatred for all authority over
the lives of human beings, and ‘thug prepared psyocholog-
jcally for her long oareer as an anarehist, Emme

Goldman, Emma: %1 ving My &ige Vol. I p. 28
g Goldman: Emma ~gg”gg;§g ggm,Ohher ggsaz 13

R R MR TR S




13

Goldman immigrated to America with her sister Helenawm
the one person who was kind to her. Soon after arriv-
ing in Rochestér;’ﬂéw York, Buma found wOrk,ih a cloth-
ing factory for two dollars and fifty cents a week. Here
~ she found that many of the girls were exploited sexually
as well ag economically. This fae%ary°ééamaa worse than
the_faotory‘in Rusaia,. Here the girls‘ﬁere'nétﬁaven
allowed to talk while wbrkin@,7' ; L

Marrisge. In February, 1887, Huma Goldmen merried
Jacob Kbrshner,vthareby obtaining American eitizenship, In
addition to being sexually'impotent; Kershner gembled away
part of the fifteen dollars a week he aarned.g» Emma soon
lerlt him,9 Shé de@ided that if she ever loved another men
she would give herself to him without being bound by the
law.lo | | |

¥mma Goldmen wes an emotional women, end deeply
sympathetio toward the under dog: In Russia she had wept
bitterly when she heard of,the’exeeution‘of 8 group of
Nihilists who had sssaessinated Czar Alexsnder II in 1881.
Ariother time in Rugsia the sight of a flogging threw her

Goldman, Anarchism and Other Esseys, p. 14
Goi.aman', Living My Life, Vol. I, pp. 20-23
Thid,, p. 2% .

10 Tbid., p. 33
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into hyaterics, and the bloody piaﬁura'hauntad her for

days.ll

Her oompassion for the under dog wasgmilarly
arouged by the conviotion dna hanging of th@’ahiuago
anarchiasts as a result of the Haymarket Square affaly
on May ¥, 1886,12 "

IT. HER CAREER A8 AN ANAROHIST.

,Her sympathy for these executed an&wahiats led her
to attend sooclalist and enarchist meetings, where she met
two devoted anarohists, Alexander Berkuan and Johenn Moa’ .3
Both men peid @onaiﬁaxabla attention to her and she wag
aswept into the anarahist.mavamenﬁ; t0 become the outstande
ing woman anarchist in Amarica.lu She .and Berkmen and an-
other comrade went into business tqgaﬁhér to ralse money
fnrvtha anarchiab mmv@manﬁ. By ¥ay, 1893; they were the
owners of a small but thriving lunohroom. They deserted
thig enterprise to attompt the mssessinotion of Henry Olay
Friok, manager of the Carnegie Steel Company, who had Look-
ed out his workers and eviated them from their homes.:d
Beorknan shob Frick thra@.bxmé&, but fortunately the gun.

i% Golaman, 10 iy Liiﬁ, Vol. 1, pp. 27-08.
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was of too small a calibre %o kill.lB_'Bérkman, howaver;
was sent to prison for fourteen years.l7

‘While he was in prison, Emme Goldman travelad
abroad. In Vienna she entered nurses’ training, soon
graduating with diplomas in midwifery and nuraing.ls
Baok in the United States, she became best'known as a
lecturer and publisher. Her lectures were usually on
anarchism; but sometinmes aaalt.with birth'éontrol, homo-
gexuality, pacifism; the drama, and woman's inhumanity
t0 man. She was always on the‘side of the downtrodden.

In 1918 she lectured in favor of the Bolshevik Revoluw
tion.19 Her lecture tours extended from comst to coast
and raised enough money to keep Mother Rerth, her anarch-
ist magazine, from gbing bankrupt between the firat iaaue;
published in March; 1906, and the last, published in June,
1917.20 |

Her support of the Russian revolution. Foar many
years ehe gave her support to the revolutionary cause in
Russia. In 1904 she joined the Social-Revolutionary'partyfu

She read the life stories of the prominent women 1in the

Goldman, mn ; My Life, Vol. I, pp. 97-102

3{‘:7I:f ' EP- %;g gg? 3%6 5&6 547, 16, ,650
9
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Russian revolﬁtionary struggle, among tnem Vara Flgner
and Catherine Breshkoveskaya, the latter affectionately
called Babushka; the Little Grandmotn@r:of.ﬁhé Russian
revolution.?® When Babustike ¢amé o ﬁhé-ﬁniﬁéd States
and made speeches in Franoh,“Goldmanﬁaot§ﬁ as:her.1nter-
preter.?3 0f her contact with Bab&shka;qu;dman wrote:
"The hours with Babushka weré améng théfriqﬁést and most
precious experiences of my propagenda 11fa;"2“ ‘

Goldman found the news of the 1905 revolution in
Russia electrifying and thrilling, only to be plunged
into "blackest despair" to hear that 1t had falled to
overthrow the Gzar.as She was a revolutieniat-wihh & deep
concern for the suecess of Tevolution in her mother country.
In 1917, when Goldman and Berkman heard Trotsky speak for
two hours, they applauded heartily with the conviction that
they shared his profound oconfidence in the future of the
" revolution. After balking to him they felt a political
kinship with him, end intended to accept his persona) ine
~ vitation to go to Russia to help with the revclution.26
This they were unable to do at the hime; but they 4id

22 Goldman, Liv;ng M g, Vol. II, p. 661
22 ) c, Vcl- PO 52

iﬁf po 6
g . pp.; 73*g7

Lbid., pp. 596~597 Vol. IX
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assist Bill Sh'atoff apd his contingent of Russian exiles

to return by providing them with cloﬁhing and monsey for
thelir trip.27 -

In 1917 Goldman hailed thg-ﬂctaber'ﬂavdlution as
the fulfillment of the promige inﬁicatedvin the February
Revolution.as Bhe felt that Kérenﬁky‘s,ga?érnm&nt had
failed in 1ts”purpcsa;'an& held sinoefa‘hopes for the
guccess of the Bolsheviki. She believed that Lenin and

Troteky were following the "agrarian programme of the

Boeial Revolutionists and the industrial tectiocs of the an-
archists,”"  She felt that they were fighting for the rev-

olution and gave them her @nthusiastic support.a9 - She
wrote: "I believed fervently that the Bolsheviki were
furthering the Revolution and exerting themselves in bew
half of the people."5?

| I1X. HER DEPORTATION 70 ‘RUSSIA ;

- Irlel end conviction. When the United States de-
claered war on Germeny in 1917 end the consoription bill

- pagsed Congress a month later, Goldmen and her Mother

ag Gglgm&n. L%m!f&s My &L& Vol. Il. P. 295
%’%Eéan,‘*z Digillusionment in Russiae, p. ix

%Ezﬁ p. %1
la attitude is corroborated in her obituary,

whioh appeared in The New Re¥ublgc of June 3, 1940, shating
that the principle tragedy of Goldman's life’was that she -

placed all her reveolutionary hopes in the Lenin government,

whioh later disillusioned her so thoroughly.

June 3, 19%, p. 74T New Republio
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Barth maegazine lost no time in condemning both the war
and conscription. A "No Consori ption League" wag formed
and mass meetingg held in many cities o oppoae the c'traﬂs.sl
The .’fune, 391.7, issue of Mobher. m amphatioal]y CONm
: damned the draf‘b.32 Goldmen and Barkman ware arrested
ghortly thereafter and publication 'oif ng_x_x,gg rgg_:_:__m wag
suppressed by the -government.}?’ ,Gcldman-{ahd Berkman were
cherged with conspiracy to defeat the draft, found gullty,
end sentenced to two yeers in prlson and $10,000 fine _eaeh.l”"‘
‘They appealed the case and were released on ball.

_When-me Bolsheviki overthrew the Kerensky govern-
ment in 00tober; 1917 , the Ameriocan pr-eass condemnned the
ection. Goldman and Berkmen, however, defended the Bol=-
ahevilci.3,5 While awaitine; the outoome of her appeal %o
the Supreme oourt,_ Goldman oona\mte_d a lecture tour in
~defense of the Bolshévik‘regime. 8he al:-;o published a
pamphle’o; Exg_g Truth Abous the Bolsheviki, in which she
defended them as carrying on the spirit of the revolution.36

Deportetion. Their appeal %o the United States

Supreme Court failed and Goldman and Berkmen went to prison

31 Goldman, My L_:LJ;g m. I:r., pp»597 598 601
32 lbid., ». 3
%E Ibid.; pp. 610,641
aid., p. a2
37 ibid., p. 614-5 |
3 Goldman, My Disgi l;gsionmeg in usgga, pp.x«xi
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on February Y, 1918;‘to serve twenty~one months. They
were released from prion the first of October and de-
porteafto Ruasia on December 21; 1919;-ﬁfavelingvon the
‘old troopship Buford with two hundred and forby-six other
deportees.37
IV. HER BXPERIENCES IN RUSSIA IN 1920

Erme Goldman; Alexander Berkman; and thelr fellow

deportees arrived in Huaaia January 18, 1920, 38 In her

support of the revolution, Goldman was inore than enbhusiﬂsmc,

she was rapburous, for she believed that the revolution
had freed Rugsia from the political andfeconamic ﬁmmmers who
had for so long subjegated the workers end peasants. The
new day was dawning for her Mother Rusgle, and Goldﬁan was
glad that she oould now glve her unstinted effcrts towards
meking the revolution a sucoess.’d Her own words indlcate
‘the joy she felt: "I preferred to be alone when I touched
the saored soll; my exaltation was too greet, and I feared
I might not be eble to control my emotion. "40

Firss ;mpreggl ong. Onthe trein to Petrograd Goldman
talked with her host Zorin, who had lived for meny years

%g Golﬂman, vin %% jfe Vol. II, DD 65& 698;n7

Abid.y pp.
R Goldmgn lus lonment ;“ uSq;g . %6
Ibid.,, PP

73BT MY, -




20

in Americs and spoke English fluently. Zorin sounded
the flrst dliscordant note when he told heré““Tammanyuﬂall
has nothing on us, and as to Boass Murphy, Qé could teach
him & thing or two.? 1. At the time Goldman oould see no
connection between Tammany Hall and the Soviet Govern-
manﬁ.ua ‘Zorin elso told her that her ola American cemrmk£
Bill 8hatoff, Who had come to Russia earlier; had been
gent Lo Biberie aa'M1nister‘of Rel lways. Thet same ovenw-
ing in Petrograd Goldman met Bill Shatoff, who told her
that he was in dlsfavor wilth the government and was being
sent to Siberim virbually as an exile.u3

Since Shatoff dld not leave for two weeks, he had
time to give Goldman his impressions of the revolution.,
He told an inspiring story of the revolutionary arvdor of
the people, and the sad story of the blockade and the fright~
ful war against the ¥hite Rugelans, Shatoff was still en anarch-
ist who undérstood the menace of the Marxian state machine
whioh the Soviet Government had become. ILven then, he re-
ported, the new government was sbteeped in inefficienocy and

corruption, Although Bhatoff despised the dictatorship and

hl &oldman,.
42 Ibide
43 l.@;.@.-, mn 7~9
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its aervant; the Cheka, and deplored the highhanded
manner in which the thought, speech and initiative of
the people had been_auppreased,xhe wag loyal to the
government and woﬁla.remain<so untilltne_aountry was
free fron thegWhite Ruegsian menace | B

. Goldman h&d-alreaﬁy.sean.sevefal-things‘which
aid not check with theoretical Communism, such as bet-
ter Tood for Party members iﬁ'theAﬁmolny-ﬁot@l dining -
room, show schools where children had every advantage
oampared to other gchﬁbls where the hungryJGEildren>were
herded like cattle, thirty-four different grades of
‘rationg--ranging from luxury to near starvation, and
hungry pmsti-ﬁutea bz;x‘egaini,ng with soldiers in the streets.
ihen she asked Zorin, %inoviev and others about these
things, the enswer was always the same: the bloockede, the
war with the White Bussiens, the sabdt&ge of the intel-
ligéntsiaunthese things were starving Russla gna-prevant-
ing the achievement of better conditions. This defense
was usually Tollowed by an ilnvitetion to help in the work
of the revolution, Goldman and Berkman were offered their
choice of positions snd they declded to accept as soon as

they had found their bearinga,u5

L Goldman;{Liv;ng ¥y Lgfa‘ Yol. 11; PP.T30-731
45 Tbid., p. 732 ’
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Hor meetlng with the enarchists. During this
time Goldman wondered why none of her anarchigt friends
visited her. One day one of them invited her to visit
an anarchist group meeting, The meeting was held in
georet in one small room of a broken down house, much as
the anarohlsts hed once met in Americe when the pollce
were after them. Why should thesé people who had done
so mueh for the revolution be forced to meet seoretly?
Once there, Goldman listened patiently to thelr stories;‘
which continued throughout the evening and all the next
day. Those who were workers in the factories told of
thelr enslavement. Sailors from Kronstedt were bitter
against the Communists whom they had helped to power ocnly
to £ind that the Communists were becoming their masters;
denying them the freedom of their Soviets. Another
comrade had been imprisoned for his ana‘rahiét‘beliefa, hed
egcaped, and was now in hiding. Other comrades told of the
Red Terror in Moscow, and of the violent treatment of work-
ers and peasants.u'é Goldman learned how, on Trotsky's order;
the’, Cheka had raided the anarchist headquarters in Mos-

ocow, how the Cheka had arrested and executed many people

46 Goldman, My Disillusionment in Russias, p. 18
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without trail. Goldman was incredulous. She would not
believe what she heard and told her comrades that she
thought them guilty of lying to her. Bhe refused to let
them extinguish her burning faith in the"rQVOluticn.n7
The anarchist comrades were indignant.  They-urged”her to
disgulse herself and try to distribute one qf Kropbtkin's
pamphlets in a Soviet meeting and watoh”theVresultsaug
They urged her to get out of her fine hotel and live among
the people if she wanted to learn the truth.ug

During Goldman's meeting with the anarchist group
Berkman had been in his quarters with a bad cold. When
Goldman told him of their opposition to the acts of the
Bolsheviki, he‘agreed with her in condemning the anarch-
ists for their uncooperative attitude. They both agreed
that,revolutiongry nacessity Justified all measures which
the government used againat its opponents. Both Goldman
an&-Berkman were so firm in their support of Lenin's gove

ernment that they wouid not be easily‘disillusioned.so

I Goldman, Living My ;fe Vol, II, p.
| #g "Peter Kropotkin Was a lineal deacenﬂzgz of

the Ruriks and in the direct succession to the Russiaen

‘throne. But he gave up his title and wealth for the cause

of humanity,...He became the most outstanding exponent of

anarchist communism

Goldman , My Life, Vol. I,
49 L Egam D1 10
50 Goldman, Living
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Her sxperiences in Petrogred. One part of the
truth evident to Goldmen was that the people in Petro-
grad were suffering severely from the cold, while fuel
wag nesrly i@poaaible to obtain, ‘Withinlreaéh,of Petro-
grad were huge foregty where'plantj.ofﬁuél‘was.available.
Goldman asked Zinoviev'aboﬁt this in one of her interviews
 with him. Zinoviev gave the standard raply;,mm the block-
ade end the wer with the White Russians were to blame, in
having deprived the people of menpower and tiansportahicn.
Goldmen asked 1f the population of Petrograd could not bhe
permltted to go and get the wood fdr their own use. Then
Zinoviev told her that this would interfere with the main
political policy of the gﬁvernmant; thaﬁ of concentrating
all power in the hends of the Communist Party. Here was
one reason why the people of Petrograd were frezzlng. The
Communists were interested only in their own power; the
welfare of the people was not importast to them. . They
could;not‘provide'mw necesalities of life through government
channels end they,would not permit snyone elgse %o do so in
any other way; Goldman was beginning to understend the at-

titude of the government and its economioc iaaffeotivenass.sl

51 Goldman, Living My Life, Vol. II, pp. 738-739
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Her sxperiences in Moscow. From Petrograd Gold-
man went to Moscow, and here she had & chance to geb oub
on the streets and into the markets aloné to talk to the
people. Meny of the common people had the idea that the
revolution held a promise of fréedom-from thelr masters, .
Now the mast@rs were again upon‘tham.-?hey falb'that-Com-
munigm; equallty and freedom, ag promised by the revolu-
tion, were merely lives and deceptions, Goldman was dis-
turbad; but she still held to her falth in the.ravahndOn.52

Because she was famous as an anarchis®t and}a revolu-
tionist; many psople visited her while,sha was in Moscow.
Among these people were anarchists, left social revolution-
ists, cooperators, and people Goldman héd-known in America.
Thege people had come 10 Russia to help with the revélution.
They had been deeply inspired when they arrived in Russia;
but now Gclﬁman}foun& nearly all of them‘disccuraged and
sone of them embittered ageinst the regime. Nearly all of
tham; deaplte differinglpoliticalﬂviawa,-told the same sto-
ry--of the splendild spirit which the people had hed in the
early days of the revolution, how the Bolsheviki had been
the sapokesmen of the people, and how the Bolsheviki, once.

52 Goldman, My Disillusionment in Russie, pp. 35-36
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they'had-gained power; had betrayed the Revolution.
Especlally vehement in their oondemnation of the governw
ment were the Left Soolal Revolutionists. They told Gold~

men of the havoo produced by the Communists in their fore-

ible requisition of grain end other food from the paasanﬁs,‘

and of the punitive expeditions of the Oheka and army to
the villages. They t0ld her that their comrades had been
pergecuted, innovent people shot, and that oriminal ine
efficlency ana gabobage prevailed under the Communiste .2
In discussing the reasons for the inefficiency and
brutality of the Bolsheviki, her friends told Goldmani
Most of their methods spring from their leck of
understanding of the csharacter and meaeds of the
Russian people and the mad obsession of dicbtatore
ship, whioch is not even the dictatorship of the

pro etaria% but the gﬁptatorship of a small group
gvexr the prolatariat v

When Goldman asked about the Peoples' Soviets and the
elections, she was informed thet there were no free eleo-
tions; that threats end terrorism decided every eleotion

in favor of Lenin's Party. Only by such méana could the
Bolsheviki secure & majority. Although the evidenoce pre-
gented by these slnoere people was an unqualified condemne-
tion of Communism, Goldmen still clung to her faith in the

Ravolution.ss» Her ardor for Communism was too great to be

5 Goldman My Disillusionment in Russin, pp. 43-44

55 Ibid.
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easily cooled. As she later recorded her reactions:

"...now Bolshevism was shorn of its pretense,
1ts naked soul exposed to my gaze. Still T would
not believe. I would not see wlth my inner eye the
truth so evident to my outer gight. I was sbunned,
baffled, the ground pulled from under me, Yet I
hung on, hung on by a thread ss a drowning men. In
my anguish I orled: "Bolshevism ls the mene, tekel
over every throne, the menace of eraven‘nearhga the
hated enemy of organized wealth and power..."

Again, of this seme period, she wrote:

Both Sasha, Berkman, and I held on to the firm
belief that the Bolshevikl were our brothers in a
common fight. Our very lliveg and all our revolution-
ary hopes were staked upon it. Lenin, Trotsky, and
their co~workers werse the soul of the_Revolution, we
were sure, and its keenest defenders.df
Interview with Lenin. A little later Goldmsn se~
ocured an Anterview with Lenin. She was amazed to find
that, althoughvhe had lived many years in Burope, he had
never learned to speak any language other than Russian.
Lenin asked her when she expected the Revoluticn t0 ocour
in the United States. She was astounded thaet e man in hig
position should know so litbtle about America. She asked
him why her anarchist comrades had been Imprisoned and
told him that she could not work for a government whioh
locked up her friends because of the opinions they held.58

Lenin insisted that no "anarchists of ideas"™ were in his

56 Goldman;‘L v L;fg  Vol. II; P. 755
37 Ibid., oo THRCTRE -
58 Goldmen, My Disillusionment in Russia, pp.t9-50
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priaons,-only‘banaitS'and crimin&ls.59 Before the inter-
view ended Lenin atated that free speech was a "bourgeols
notion."6° And he reproached Goldman for har "hourgeois
sentimentality” in protesting against‘some'of the blood-
1etting activitles of the Oheka.6l Goldman was not too
favorably 1mpressed by Lenin. She wrote about him: "Free
speech free press, the spiritual achievements of cen-
turies, what were they to this man? A Puritan, he was
-gure his scheme elone could redaem’Russia. Those who
served his plansg were right; the others conld not be tol-
erated. "62

nbgrvigﬂ with Kxgggugig, Not long after her inter-

view with Lenin, Goldman talked to Pater Kropotkin, famous
Russian author, who belileved th&tvthe Bolsheviki had sub-
ordinated the Revolution to the establishment of thelrall-

powerful dictatorship which in gaining control had paralyzed
most soclal activities. He deeply regretted the oppression

by the government end 1ts perseoution of every attempt to

express an opinion., He was aware of the misery and distress

g Goldman, gﬁy%nﬁ Mx Life, Vol. II, Pe 765
0 Goldman, igillus ;%gm %t.;g Ruggla, g 50
61 Goldman Living My Life, Vol. II, D« 7
‘Goldmen had protested the persecution of the
anarchiataé which had been going on continuously since

April, 1918, when the Moscow Anarchist Club had been -
destroved by machine ggn and artillery fire. Galdman,
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of the people under the Lenin regime. Goldman asked him
why he had not protested agalnst these abuses. He told
“her that»it:was'uséless.tovprotestfto‘tha gbvernment whose

| only concern was to meintain itsalf-iﬂ'péWer; and that such
a govarnmant;éould not be detracted by sugh "trifi6s“ a8 the
lives or rights of human beings. He then added: "We (Anavoh-
1sts) hﬁva‘always pointed out the effects of Marxism in
Action., Why Dbe suxpriséd naw?"63 Krépoﬁk&ﬂ‘also toid
Goldmen that 1t was almost impossible tc'writé, due to rew-
peated raids of the Cheka in which they conflscated every
sorap of paper in the place. When she left Kropotkin's
humble home, CGoldman was worried lest the aged eand ailing
man die without the world knowing what he thought of the

"~ Rusgsian Rta'&f(;tl.tﬁ:ﬁcm.‘s)+ |

At_about}thia time; Fmma Goldmen volunteered her
‘services as a trained nurse to the Petrograd Board of
Health Commissar, who was glad to aceept her services

until he learned that she had a few doubts about the Comw
munist dictatorship, Then her services were not needed.
Hex ability ag a nurse was less important than her polit-

ical views.

Visits £o hospitals, factories, and schools, However,

63 Goldmen, My Digillusionment in Russia, p. 55
Goldmen agreed with Kropotkin regarding Marxism
in Aotion, For thirty years shé had oontended that the
Marxian theory was an enslaving formula which placed too
much pgger in the hands of the state. Ibld., x

Ibid., pp. 5%,55,56
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she did visit a few hospitals, where she found appalls
ing conditions. Physicians and nurses were oonstantly

hampered in their work by the ever presant Gommunist

machine which pollut&d the atmosphere with dread, hahred,'

‘and fear, Doctors, belng members of the,intelligentsia,
were held in contempt by the ignorant commissars who
'Quparvised thelr work."Thé ﬂavaatdﬁing effeocts of such
political interference. in the medicel profession were
evident in the pitiful conditlon of the'hosﬁitals.65~
Nor was labor faring well under the Gammunist _
dictatorship, The ninth Party Gongreas, held in March,
1920; rughed through the militarization of labor which
"turned eﬁéry worker into a galley slave." One-man power
was enfprded-in the‘shops and mills'instead of cooperative
ﬁaﬁagement, which had been one of thé objectives of the
Revolution. Further imposition of the "Labour book™ on
all workers robbed them of thelr last vestige of freedom
by binding the workers to their jobs. The “labour book™
was en ldentlflcation end a record carried by each worker.
If a worker were oaught outside the dlstrioct where he lived
and worked, or caught without his book, he was subject to

65 Golaman; Living My ,1_;,;_:;:9,; Vol. II; pp. T78-779
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pevere panalﬁias.ﬁﬁ The "labour book" was similer to

the yellow bticket issued to prashstutas und er the Czar
iat ragima.67 | .

Bhortly after the millterization of labmr; Goldw~
man visited some faotories, the rirst of vhich was the
Putilov wurka; the lergest engine and cer factory in Patroe
grad, whare 40,000 workers had been omployed before the war.
Here Goldmen managed to leg behind the guldea end talk to
gome of the workers. They were susplolous of her and would
not talk until.ah@ told them she wes bringing them greetings
from the workers of Amenrlon. Then one man told her: "Now we
ere to work unier the military whip. Of course we will
heve 5o be in the snop or they will punish us ag 1ndustxia1
deserters. Bub how ocan they get more work out of us? We
are guffering from huhgaw,aﬁa uGﬁld.“GB Another worker sald
that they were rotioned two pounds of bresd a day. He gove
her a slice of the bread to try, bub she wes unable to bite
into it. Ope worker told her that this ration of bed bread
would not keep a men alive. Moot of the rations went to
the officials anﬁkoveraaars. Of the five thousand people
enployed in the factory, only two thousand were actumlly
workers . Most of the others were political parasites.o9

66 Galﬁman &;v;agn*. L@zg Vel. 1T, Do 780
%mman: Ky Digtilisfonnent in ﬁ_&gﬁj&. p. 109
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At the largest flour mill 1n_Petr6grad, Goldman
found armed ssdlﬁiers all over the place, watching the
workers as though they were galley slave#JV'The»hheft
- of large guantities of flour had caused tﬁese'preeau~
tions to be taken.‘ A nill worker told Géidman that the
flour was being stolen by the Oommisaaréﬁ§r the mi1l. 0
Goldman suggested thet the workers protasﬁ»snch condle
tiona. 'The wnrker replied that they-wo&ld be arrested
as counter-revolutionists if they protested. She asked
him 1f the Revolution had given him nothing. "Ah, the
Revolution! But that is no more. Finished," was his
bitter raply,7l |

Gradually Goldman was baeoming convinced that

the Communist regime corrupted nearly everything it

tried to control., In their med scramble for power, the

Communists seemed to give little consideration to prac-
tical results or efficiency. The schools provided en-
other example of this tendency to disregard everything
but power. A few of the schools were known ag "show

schools" to be used for display purposes in convinelng

foreign delegetes and other visitors that Russia had an

70 Goldman, My Disfillusionment in Rgssiav p. 86
T Ibiat,pp. Beopy - eiemment dn Rusela,
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excellent educational system. These "show schools"
hed the best buildings, best teachers and equipment.
The children were well dressed, well fed and well
treated to provide the right kind of spectagle for the
gullible visitors from mbrosd. The schools not used
for show purposes were in a pitiful condition. &n
article in Prevds in Mey, 1920, set forth some of these
condi tions as Tound by a committee of Young Communist
organizations, The commibtee haed found the children
di rty and vermin infested, food miaerable‘and punishment
unduly hersh. The number of offiocials and employees in
‘the schools was ridioculous. In one school there wers one
~ hundred end thirty-elght of these commissers and appoint-
ees to one hundred and twenty-five children. Another
school had forty adults running a school for twenty-five
children. All these official parasites were eating the
food intended for the children while the ohildren were
hungry and dirty. The women in charge of the Petrograd
Eduoational Department devoted most of her supervisory
effaﬁts to the "show" schools because they were consid-
ered most importent. Budh of ©iclial deception on the one
hand with corruption and sabotage on the other, convineced

Goldman that she dld not wish to work for the Bolsheviki
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Board of Education.72

The Boerd of Health was Just about as bad. with
its "show hospltals" end favoritism shawn to patients
according to thelr standing in the Communist political
machine., Meanwhile doctors end nurses heocame dispirited
and disocouraged, wasting their time in the waiting rooms
of Oommissars.73_

Golduen's deoision to work for She Petrosrad
Museum of xg” ‘evg;ubiog. A% thia point Geldman had
seen enough of the Gommunist system to deoiﬂe thet she
wanted her work fox' the Revolution to be of a non-pari-
isan character, free from the blighting 1nfluence of

T Fortunately such an opportunity premnmed

commisaars.
1taelf in an offer to work far the Petrograd Museum of

the Revolution. An expedition was being planned whioch
would travel all over Russia to gather documents and' 
articles on the histary of the Russian Revolution. Gold-
man end Berkmen would have preferred more eonstruotive work,
but since all other kinds of work seemed to Tequire Party
membership or subservience to cémmiasars, they accepted

the Museum assignment, happy in the thought that they

72 Goldman. M %L.&l&s_é_m in ..B.w pp. 14-115
7& %fi%., p. 1l
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would be doing something useful and seeing Russia ab
the same tima.75‘ ' :

- Visit to prisons. While the expedition was be-
ing organized, nGoldman visited two of the fa¢0as pri-
gong of Petrograd. In the Péter»ananaulffdrtress she
sew written on a wall in one of the cellst "Tcnight T
am £0 be shot because I had once acquired;an‘education."
In éhawer to hér induiry aboutvthia insetipﬁion; the
guard'said~ "Those are the lest words of an’ g&e;ligegg
After the October Revolution the lgtelligagts;a filleﬁ
this prison, From here they were token out and ghot,
or were loaded on barges never o return."76

Goldman was horrified at the injustioce aﬁd inhuman-
ity of Lenint's regime; and emezed at the Way tﬁese new
rulex'é squandemd the human regources of Russia. The impres-
siéns she haﬁ'recgived during he; first geven monbths in
Bussia had nearly, but not Quite, destroyed her dream of
the workers' paredise, She #6111 held asome hope for the
Revolution.‘ | |

- Further experiences in Mogcow. At lést. on June
30 1920 The Museum Expedition was ready to gtort its

travels in a renavated raillroad car which had been eguipe

75 Golﬂman Vol. II. p. 782
76 Goldman gggiiusi gg@gt Russia, pp.128-129
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ped with a kitohen and living quarters for the staff.
Alexander Berkman was appoinﬁed general manager of the
Expedition; Alexandra Shakol, an anerchist who had orl-
ginally invited Goldman and Berkman to ann the Expedl-
tion, was secretary; Emme Goldmen was treasurer, house-
kaeeper end cook. A non~partisan Russian 9bqple went
along as experts on revolutionary dooumehbaQ; The sixth
member was a young Jewiah Communist whose speﬁial funce~
tion was to ocontact local Party institutions. The car
was hitched to a train and the Expedition was on its way
to Moscow to obtein oredentlals from various different
departments, ineluﬂing the Cheka. It btook two weeks to
get these eredentials,77- |

Whila_the Expedition was waiting; the Mosocow Print-
ers Union was suppressed and all its officers sent to
prison as a result of a union meeting to which members of
the British Labour Mission had been invited, and where two
speakers geverely oritioized the Bolsheviki regime.78 The
Bakers‘Union was also suppressed, its maﬁagement replaced
by Communists, and several of the more active members
arrested. The bakers had started a strike; and wcrse;

they had voted for a man of their cholce in a union

77 Goldman, Liv My Life, Vol. II, pp. 797-798
7§ Goldman, &%&a&mmm ia, D 135
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electlon instead of wvoting for the Communist oandidate,
Later when Goldmen met some of the bakers she asked
about conditions in'their union, and if it were true, es
Melnichausky, Chalrman of the Moscow Trade Union Soviet,
had told her, that the unions controlled the industrial
1ife of the country, The bakers' ansWerfwaa:

The trade unions are the lackeys of the govern-
ment, they have no independent funotion, and the
workars have no say in them. The trade unlons ave
doing mere police duty for the Government. T

This sounéad quite different fram.Malnichausky's story
that the workers owned and managed the induatrias.

It was also much diffarenﬁ from.the gtory told by
Tsiperovitch, Ohairman of tha Petrograd Trada Unions, who
had shown Goldman the Petrograd Tahdy ’!‘emple end mede very
elear that the workers were at last in control. Goldman |
realized tb.at there were two sides to the trade union prob-
lem (as well as to many other problems) in RuSsia. There
was the bright, distorted side shown to forelgn visitora,
delegates and 1nvestigatozs for prepaganda purposes. aAngd
there was the dismal, factual side of the problkm which
the workers knew;_but dared not reveal to foreigners.
Apparentiy offiqial deception'of visitors had been devel-

oped into a fine art by the Communist rulars.ao

59 GOldman ME Dia;;%usibggant in Rusaié,pp.136~137
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Shile still in Moscow walting for oredentials,
Goldmen met some prohinent members of thevLeft Social
taavelutianigtafand arranged through’them to meet Maria
Spiridonova, whose fome as a revolutionist had been es-
tablished eleven years before the Reyolutiﬁn when she had
shot Lukhanovsky, Governor of Tamboy, aé é protest against
his oontinuous flogging of peasants. The Revolution in
1917 had freed her from eleven years exile 1n S1beria.
Now she was trying to help the peasénts ggain Sﬁe had recen -
1y escaped from a(Gommunist prison and the Cheka were look-
ing forrher.ell In Goldmen's epinion;‘Maria Spiridonova
_"occuples one of the highest pleces in the galaxy of the
heroiec women of Russia.?aa When, at last, the two women
met, they talked for two days. Spirldonova desoribed in
detell the plight of the peasants, inoluding thelr suffer~
ings under the system of foreible requisition of exops
which was devastating agricultural Rugsla and disoredit-
ing the Revolution in the eyes of the peasants.53

At times, when the expression on Goldman's faqe
indicated a little skaptioiam of the peasanta' atory,

Spiridonova would teke a few of her stacks of letters

81 Goldman; M Dig;;luﬁioggggt ' Russig . M2-14
82 Goldman; Living My Life, ._Oli.g'I_, De 80 ?

83 Goldmen, My Disillusionment in Russie, p. L4
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from the pemsants to prove her point. Some of these
letters indicated that the Cheka hed stolen everything
from the writera, even the saads'fbr thespriﬁg pléntg
133-84 When the Revolution started, the paasants had their
Boviets as their meﬁium for exchanging their produoe for
other goods from,the towns. Under this syatem the peng=
ants gave willingly. When the Soviets wa#e*aéniad to them
and the General Boviet broken up end 1ﬁs.mémbérs imprige

oned, the paasants.beoama aroused againstwthé»aiotatorship«

Then ﬁhe.fbrcible collaction of produce and the punitive
expeditions ageinst the country villages had earned for
the Communists the hatred of the rural populaﬁion.85 Re=-
bellion and peasant insurrection had broken out in many
places and the Bolshevikl were using the Red}Anmy to sup=-
press them.ss This data on the peasants® situation; added
to Whaﬁ Goldmen had already learned about the plight of
the olty wquars, further shook her waning faith in the
Revolution. . |

Before the Expedition left for the South, Goldman
talked again to Peter Kropotkin. During this vieit, he
mentioned the religious natura‘of the Communist Party.

8& Goldman, My ] isi;lusionman in Rugs ;g p. 145
gg Goldman, Liv I% a8, Vol, II D 503
Goldman, gillusionm egm in uas;a, P. 151




He indiceted to Goldmen his belief that:

The Bolsheviki were the Jesults of the Socialist
Church: they belisved in the Jesuitlc motto that
the end justified the memns. Their end being po~
litical power they hesitate at nothing. The means,

however, have paralyzed the eneg%ies of the masses
and have terrorized the people.

V. BMMA GOLDMAN'S EXPERIENCES AS A MEMBER
OF THE MUSEUM EXPEDITION

~ Meanwhile the proper credentials had been secured;
and on July 15, 1920, the Museum Ixpedition car was finally
ooupled to a train headed for the Ukraine.88 Just hefore
leaving Moscow, a savénth menber-~Henry G. Alsberg--joined
the Expedition. He had an Amerlcen passport and repre-
sented two pro-Soviet newspapera.89 Both Goldman and
Berkman were happy to have him along.

ggggg; ggarkuv; Poltave, Fastov, Kiey. The first
sbop gfter leaving Mogscow was in the industrial center of
Kursk, where iittla of importence was colleoted for the
Mugseum except a pailr of iron handouffs once worn by a
_revolutioniat in the Schusselburg prison. The man who
contributed the handcuffs was an intellectual and a

teacher who managed a childrens' colony. He reported

Goldman Dis ;L;gsgoggan Ruggia, p. 156
85 Ivid., p.zﬂx & '
89 Goldmen, Livi My Life, Vol. :!:I, pp. 804-805
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that he was having 4iffioulties in operating the chile
dren's ocolony becmige ho waa disorimingted againgt due
to his pacifiat and Tolstqi tendenoiﬁs,,ana:bécausa the
Bolsheviki were opposed to eny indepgnd@ht\effu@tsjauch
as his children's colony.?% When he wag asked about the
lot of the intellligentsia in his town, he an@wered that
the bteachers %@xe‘probably in the worst praéiéamwnt. They
were eagsr 6o éooparatﬁ, but were negleoﬁed and half starv-
ing most of the tima, and ware conatanhly axposed to the
antagonism of all the penple, includ ing the childrem,
against the intelligentaia.gl Nhen»asmad;about the in-
- dustrial workers, the teacher rapiied that a recent strike
had been put down by troops. Mapy workers were still un-
der arrest by thé Cheka. This teacher belleved that most
of the’tﬁouble wag due to Communist 1neompetenca and in-
efficiency, resulting from placing Earﬁy~m@mbafs”in re-
sponsible positions which they had neither the knowledge
nor the ability to fill.gg

~ Kharkov. When the Bxpsdition reached Kharkov, the
kaainian Gapltal Goldman found many frianﬁs, most of

them anarchists whom she had known in America. She wasg

90 Goldmen, Bmme, My Disillusionment in R pp.ﬂ%%63
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surprised to learn that most of these people had been
imprisoned by the Bolsheviki. They agreed that the

Revolution had been oompletaly paralyzed by the dead-
ening effect of the Communist ragime.93 |

Food waa plentiful in Kharkov; eand Goldmen and
Berkman decided %0 stock their car with some food to

take to the hungry people in Petrograd, aﬁvthe end of
thelr journey. BSBuch an operation wes considered as

“"gpeculation” by the government and the death penalty

N T R T e

invoked for it. Having fajiled to distribute enough
food to the hungry areas, the Communilsts wantad to make
sure that no one else did this. Goldman and Berkman
‘deliherately defied this 1aw.9n

In Kharkov, Goldmen met a oultured and socially
consclious c¢lvil englneer and asked him sbout technical
conditions end the progress of production.  This mem, who
had Just returned from the Donetz Basin where he had been
sent to build homes for the workers, told her about con-
ditions among the miners in the Donetz Basin. The Com=
munist press accounts of coal mining theré sounded optim-
istlo, yet actual conditions were very ba@, the miners were
herded like catile, received poor rations, and very little

4
J

93 Goldman; My Disillusionment in Russia
9% Golaman, Living My Life, Vol. II, p. 807
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conl was being mined. "@helsyétem of politlcal Comw
missars; general Bolshevik inefficlency, and the par-
alyzing effeot of the Stete machinery have made our
cmna#ructive work in the Basin almost impcssible," the
engineer gaid. }"It was & dismal failure."’? This men
also expressed bthe idea that there was no need to ters
rorize the bourgeoisie and the intellectﬁals, because
 they were too-disorganized to be an actual ménaoe to Liio
government.gsbl ,

The engineer's condemnation of the Communist ter-
ror was born out by the conditions Goldmen and Berkman
found in the Kharkov prison and concentration camp, which
contained about a thousand poor wretahes,aeousea of sabe
otage, sp@culation; or counber»revolutioh. They were
orowded Iinto fllthy quarters and most of them were forced
to sit in idleness upon.the floor. One prisoner was a
poor, ‘old peasant woman, stupifiaﬂ by solitary confine-
ment, awaiting death as punishment for being a counter-
revolutionary bandilt. When Goldman told #ha<Superintan-
dent of the prigon that 1t was absurd to consider such a

person a bandit, she was soundly berated for her ﬁbcurn

geoisle sentimentality."97 Goldmen writes that at this

95 Galdman,,“x isillusiogggn in Eusaia, pe 181
96 Ibid‘. Pe 8

97 Goldman, L;zigg My Life, Vol. II, pp. 810-811
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poilnt she "felt caught in a coll thet was growing more
strangling every day."ga

While she was in Kharkov, Goldman came upon a
jglaring exemple of the paralyzing effect of Communist
inefficiency and red tape, In a plough manufacturing
plant she found a large loft full of finished ploughs,
~govered with a thin layer of dust. The planﬁ managey
explained the situation thus: '
"We are awalting orders from Mosoow...lt was
a rush order and we were threatened with arrest
for sabotsge In case it should not be ready for
shipment within gix weeks., That was six months
ago, and as you gee the ploughs ave still here.
The peasants need them badly, and we need their
~ bread. But we cannobt exchenge. We musteavalt
orders from Moscow."99
| One ofvtgé resgons for such 1nefficienoy might
have been the laok‘of railroasd trasnsportation. It was
apparent in the Ukraine that the rellroads had suffered
heavily in the general breakdown of the gconomic'systam
evident in 1920, Broken cars and dlsabléd engines o¢0u~
pied many of the sidings and in many cases the tracks had
been torn up. Railroad stations wereffilled wi th people
who expeocted to walt a week or two before gebtlng a train.

People swarmed over the trains 1life flies on honey, making

‘8 Goldman  L;v%gg My Life lVol. 11, p. 812
] Goldmen, %1 W in Bugsia,
pp. 188-159
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it necessary for soldiers to put off those who would
otherwisa get knoeked off the tops of the carsg by low
bridges. In spihe of the goldlers and brain erews, 80
meny people were knocked off the car bops that little
attention was paid to thia hype of accidenﬁ.loo

POLthg. From Kharkov, the Expediﬁion prooeeded
to Poltava, whare a good d&al of excellant maherial waa
seocured forrthe Muaeum. Hera.eﬂao,@oldman met two very

interasting women, Vladimir Korolenko's aaughter and his

sister-inel&w; Medame X, who wasg Ohairman'df:tne Politiocal

Red Cross. These two women helped operete a children's

home fof the "Save the Children" soclety. ‘Boﬁh women were

of the old redical intelligentsia ﬁhich had always tried

to'bettar tha oonditions of the masages of bdhe Russlan

101

people. During a long talk with Madame X, Goldman

t0ld her how shooked she had been %o find that Lenin had

been lying to her}when he sald that there were no anarche

ists-of~1deas in prison., Madame X replied that Goldman
was not familiar with Lenin's hebits. His writing indi~
cated that he favored "amearing" his poliﬁical oppcnenhs
to "cause them to be loathed and hated as the vilest of

cresatures.” Having used such tactics when his opponents

100 Goldman,,Mvais
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were free to reply to his lies, why would he not use
them now whan he ruled the preas end could put his 6p-
pOnénts in prison? Goldman confided to Madame X that
she wﬁs finding it hard to;free harself from the "Bol-
shevik myth and its prineipal spook (Lanin) n102

The next day Goldman visited Vl&dimir Korolenko,
one of Russia_s greatest living writers. The old author
said: "The Ozar's poliée had“authbrity t0 arrest‘me. The
Communi st Cheke has the power to shoot me a8 wall."103
He folt that the axam@la of the ferocious aietatorship.in
Russia would rebtard sooial changaq in other eouhtri@svfor
a 1ong tima.lou

Poltava had been famoua as a center for the produo~
“tion of peasent handleraft arts, Fine linsna. embroidery,
1a§es and bagket work had been amonst the pro&usté of the
people in this area., Now this work was discontinued. 1In
the Departmeﬁt of Social Boonomy there was still a small’

collection of products.  The woman in cherge told Goldmen:

"Our needlawork wag known all over the country as among the

finest gspecimens of art, bub now it has éll been destroyed.

The veagants have lost their art 1mpulde, they have beocome

brutalized and corrupted. 105

3.0? Goldman, :_m My mm Vol. 11, p. 819
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Faptov. In the little town of Fastov, between
Poltava and Kiev; Goldman heard the first praise of the
Communist regime to oome from non-Communist lips. The
Jews of Fastov had suffered horrible pogroms before
the eatablishment‘of the Lenin reglme~-the worst one from
Deniken's White Russion troops in September; 1919._ The
remaining Jews in Fastov praiseﬁ the Communists, beocause
there had been no pogroms under the Gommunist rule.lOG

Kiev. Wnen they arrived in Kiev;.the’members of
the Expedition were surpriaed to find the clty undemaged.
They had read offioiallﬂommuniat reports in Petrograd .
gtating that Polish vandals haﬁ ruined the Cathedral and
burned severallparts of the eity.107 Antagonism to Come
munism and to the Moscow Government was intense in Kiev.
Even the looal Bolshevikl were bitter against "the centre"
in Moscow., While the condition prevailed move or less all
over the Ukraine, it was particularly noticeable in Kiev,
Goldman found that the best way to get cooperation from
these Ukrainians wes to tell them that she was an Ameri-
can.w8

"Show schools" were operated in Kiév, Just as in

Petrograd and Moscow, with the usual corrupting effect

106 Go:Ldme«n. My Disillusionment in Rusala, pr.208-210

10b THIE. 3p. 2isem

O i

T T A R T T I AT TR R R T R T T T R R S A 5 T IR T A




| 48

on teachers and pupils.log‘ In the railroad station swams
of poor and regged people, including many children, were
begging for bread. More oftnem'SWarmedf1n the village
markats; whare,ﬁhey were & problem o théftradsépeople.

Ag soon as the soldlers drove them out 6f one place, they
appeared somewhere else--always an unsmlféﬂ.saQialp@Mﬁmmllﬂ
At the Jewlsh hospital for erippled ahildfen;:ﬁnldman talke
ed with Dr, m_,,'Who had been head of the hoapiﬁal for
twenty yeara. He was "a oultivated and . cherming man" who
sasmed very cayable in his profesaian.lll Hé summarized
his difficulties in the follow;ng‘words; "I spend most of
mny time in the various bureaus, instead of devoting myself
to my paxienté.' Ignorant officials are givah'powar over
the medleal profession; continuously harassing the dooctors
in their wark."lla This doctor had bean_&rreétea for
gabotage beocause he could not carry out ﬁhe'mutually'can~
tradictory orders which had come to him from some ignor-.
ant Commissar, i3

One day while in Ki@v, Goldmen attended a aumptucua
The next

day she went to the Little Yiddish grocery store where she

banguet given in honor of the Itallian delegates.

10 Goldman in Eggm . 215
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traded in Kiev; and found that 1t as well as several
other small Yiddish stores had been elosed. Two days
later she lesrned that theae stores had all baen ralded
by tha Cheka to provide the fooa for hhe afficiml banw
quet. ‘Bhe vawad to attend no more Gommunist banquebs.llu

Among the members of the Jewish Kulhurliga.
Gal&man met @ man who had lived in Ameriaa, but wasg
now in Kiev with his family. He contended that the
Communists had had avfine opportunity to win the supw-
port of the Ukrainians after their suffering during 5~:i::::
the: war between the Reds and the’Whitas;(.Tha=Ukrain~'
ians would have welcomed any decent government which j‘i;4‘4:

would let them live in peace. The Communists quiokly. .

“disillus;oned the people by their incapacity to govern é
the oity, and the terror of the Oheka tdrnedvnaarly all ;
the people into bitter enemies of Communism. When the
bourgeolislie were relleved of thelr property, only the
Cheka raiders benefited. The Communists failed to op=-
erate the big industries and they atoppga the indivie

dual artisans (thousands of them) from producing hand-
made goods. They had no benefits to offer either o

‘the worksis or the peasants, This gentleman introduced

llh.'Goldman. My Digillusionmen ;g,”ggglg
pp. 225, 226, 2
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his nephew;'a Red Army officer and a Communist, who
had just returned from the Polish front. Thig officer
told her he had seen much corrupﬁiqnjat‘the frﬁnt.'
While the soldiers were short of er&jandfqlathing,
the higher officers behind the lines gre&frich gelle
ing army supplias‘to‘speculatora.lls After her stay
in Kiav; iy see@sd to Goldmen that the Ocmmynisﬁs had
eerrupted or damaged nearly everything thet bthey touch-

‘ed, Her disillusionment proceeded apace.

“Qgggg Between Kiev and Odessa, road aaemed ho
be more plantiful and eheaper than 1n Northarn Ruasia.
but many people could not buy_it, as indicated by large
‘numbe#slqﬁ pagp;e beggiu f@od:fgom‘tne travél@ra. ALY
_along¥£he rpunte; Goiqmah wéévparticﬁlariyVimpreaséd by
the "emaciated and Tagged children" who begged for bread
et the trein windows.ll6 At Odesse on the“Black ﬂeg;
Goldman and Berkman interviewed the’cemmuniét dffioial

in charge of the oity. They found him &neooperativé}éna
| filieﬁ with hatred for the intelligentsia and all their
effarﬁsQ While leaving the Cémmunist headquarters théy
met & number of young people who had beéﬁ their qomraﬁes
in America., These aomradea:taid Goldmen end Berkmmn thab

they could expect nothing but abuse from the Communist

2 Golﬁman, ﬁ D151
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ehainman; that he hated people who had more than a
primary education and would have all the intellecuals
ghot if he eq@lﬁ have his way. He was also one of the
worst saboteurs in the oity.:T

The se coﬁradés from Amerioca teok}Goldm&ﬁ and
Berkman to'interview the Chairmen of Public Economy,
end the head of the Metal Trade Unions;'bq%n'bf'whom
~were Anarchists. These sympathetic officlals offered
‘%o help Goldman and Berkman secure materiglvfér the
Mugeum, but added the warning thet little success oould
be axpeaﬁed sincg Odéssa_was_praperly ﬁiekname& "The |
City of Sabotage," Goldman's experience proved thatb
such #as the oase, She found thét most of the offi-
olals in the ovarspaffed government bureaus d4id liﬁtyg
er‘nothing,vwhilé hordes of people sﬁenﬁ weeks waiﬁiﬁg‘
in line to get permission o do some necessary work.
Similar cﬁn&itionsvhéd'been‘faund in other cltises, but
Odesse was the worst of all, The whole oity Was gtran-
glin@ in a hopeless téngle of red tape, The principal
acoomplishment of the bureauorats was the supprsssion‘
of several of the unions in order %o eliminate people
suspected of dislcyalty.llg
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The American ocomrades introduced Goldman to
Shakhvormstov; an active worker in the economlc de-
partment; who gtated that while most Gommgnist of fi=
olals were only ineffiolent, meny were auﬁfignb gab~
oteurs. As an»example; he told how the Oééséa Cheka
officials had carried out Lenin's order to "rob the
robbers" by raiding every store amd dwelliﬁg,in tawn;
approprieting everything of any value for tﬁémsélvea;
and turning over to the Economy Department Oniy the
regs and trash for distribution to the people who were
gorely in need of suppliaﬁ}llg '

A prominent member of the Jewish Soclal Demo-
oratic organiﬁatiqn t0ld Goldman that anyone wishihg
to,ohange Czarist or Kerensky money aQuld have 1t done
by high Communist afrioiala; although ordinary citizens
would be shot for speculation of this kind. He denounc-
ed the Cheka as a gang of cutthroasts who commonly prac-
tloed extortion, brihery and other ganster taotlics to
fatton themselves at the expense of the people.lgo

Dr. N__ {not to be confused with the m.nm in
Kiev) in whose home Goldman met many literary and pro=-

fessional members of the Zionist group, repeated the

119 GolﬁmanA Liv . Lgfe'val.‘Ix’ p. 83
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charges made by Shakhvorostov and gave further examplea
of brutal extortion, One methol used by the Cheka was
to notify the rich relatives of an arrested men of his
execution. After a few weeks the relativésfwould be
told that an errorbnaﬁ¢been-made;-ﬁhe ariested men wes
still alive and oould be released on the payment of a
large fine, When the relatives paid the fine; however,
they wera errested for attempted bribery;'tna:money was
oonrisoatad; and the orlginsl prisoner aheﬁfiThe new
prisoner could then be used to repeat the process, if there
were eany relatives lsft.;zl

Dr. N__ had owned & senatorium on the shore of the
Black Sem. The Communists confiscabed this sanatorium as
a rest home forkthe wcrkera; but the enly people ever
sent as patients were high Soviet offiociala. While Gold-
‘man was there the Chairman of the Cheke was a patient
in the sanatorium; according o Er.,ﬂwh;.auffering from
8 nervous breakdown after working "gixteen hours a day,
gending peoplaf%o thelir deabh,";ga One of the-Doctor's
guests told of seeing truckloads of prisoners ﬁak@n.out
almost dally to be shct.la3

121 Goldman, Fursher g;g;;;ggi§%mgg§ -’
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- In commenting on the Cheka and lts methods,

Goldman observes that such outrages oould be expected
in a countxy‘whére a small political party:waé imposing
its will on é;population of'léogdbo;OQﬁ“panle‘"wha‘
bitterly hated the Communiste.” One of the basto prin
oiples of the Communist concept of Goernment was o
Lorce the people to be gaved by the Communist Party
alone. Goldman wrote: "The pretext that‘the¥Bmlsheviki
were defending the Revolution was a hollow mockery. As
a matbver of faeﬁ;-tney had entirely ﬂastroyéd it."lau
And a“lithle léher she adde: "I myself had lost Talth
in ‘the revolutionary integrity of the Bolsheviki,"2D
Her rosy dreams for the future of Russla under the Bol-
shaviki were rapidly fading.

Another time at Dr, N_ ‘s house Goldman met other

%jprominenﬁ members of the Zionist group, including Bial@ok,

the greateat living Jewlsh poet, end a literary investi-
gatcﬁ who had made a detallsd study of pogoms agalngl
the Jews, It was the general opinlon among these Zion-
4sts that "the continuation of the Bolsheviki in power
meant bye destruction of the Jowse s sSpecifioc Jewish

culture, the most priceless thing to the Zionists, was

124 Goldman Further “éwgllﬁggﬁgmggg p» 10
125 Ibid., 3 My '
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frowmed upon the Bolsheviki. That phase of the situa~-
tion seemed to affect them (Zionists) oven more deaply
than pogroms., n126 The investigator felb that the '
Bolsheviki, while not having 1nstitubad any pogroms,
had intensified the anti-Jewish spirit and_that this
would eventually mean the destruction of the Jews in
Russia a7

- Before leaving Odessa, Berkmen and Shekol (sec-
retary of the Expedition) mede a trip to the nearby
village of Ngkélaysvsk in a govermment truck with‘é |
Cheka escort, for they had heard there were valuable
archives in this village. On'thair'return;'they=told
Goldman that they had seen villages devastated by the
Cheka ppoeess‘of foreibly oollecting produce from the

' farmers, snd by Bolshevik punitive expeditions to pun-

~ ish those who refused to cooperate. They had seen long
lines of peasants under Cheka guard, heuling their cone

Tiscated grain to Odessa. The Oheklste accompanying the

truck behaved like professional plunderers. They stole
all they could ecarry, including the "last chicken from
the poorest farm'houss."laa

While agents of the goernment Looted the people

126 Goldman,‘~% fuy ghg&.EiﬁllL&ﬁlQQEQQ, ps 11
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and confiscated thelr amops,‘honest.c;tizens:wera~pro-
hibited from buying food from farmers, either for thelr
own use or for trensportation to areas whereihunger pro=
valled.  Such normal trading activitiaa'Qére-germed:?spacn
ulation” by the Communists, a orime punishable by impris-
onment or aeath.la9 In gpite of these lawa, Goldmen de-
aidsﬁ $0 buy some food for her hungry frienaa in Petiom
grad, and for Berkman, whose serious st&maehﬁgilment was
aggravated py the bad food they had had;139 :In trying
to buy food, Goldman found that no one would accepth
Soviet money in payment, The peesentssaid: "What oan we
do with.theaa soreps? They are of no use even as wrapping
paper, and for cigarettes we alveady have sacks of themu"ljl
Globhes, shoes end the 1life were mcceptable paymant for
food.lgg

Balhnoe. When she lefd Gdesaa; Goldman was given
a letter of introduction £0 & women physician who lived
outside the town of Rakhno, where suger, honey and epple
jelly were plentiful and reaaanabla.133 Goldman found
the doctor end her husband; alao o doctor, living in

poverty, alithough both were busy taking care of the siok

19 i poe by
oldman r,
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people in this iaolatad.cmmmunity.. This woman was one

of the emny disheartensd intelleatuals Goldman met in
Russia. Still weak from e recent attaok of typhus, this
dootor. had t9 §h6p her won wood, oarry herVQWh water, keep
house, end care for her baby--this in addition to minister-
ing o the sick who called at her house, ‘H@r_huahand spent
his days oalling on the sick, T™his quple ﬁér$ viotims of
the entagonism towards all intelleectuals which had been
stirred up»b‘y Lenin's regime. Although: they were living
in poverty, and glving most of their time ?a healing the
slok, they were asoused of belng bgurgéqis, ¢ounter-revo-
lutionist, and even charged with sabotage. The poor women
cenfiéed to Goldmen thet 1f 1t were nob for her child she
woulﬁ prefar to be dead. 13&

- John Reed's death. At Bryansk, Goldman read in
dzvegtls the announcement of John Reed's death. Reed had
come to Russia to write for Max Eastmuﬁ's lasges, and o
help meke the Revolution e success.. En route to America
with money to promote the Revolution; Reed had been be-
trayed to the Finnish authorities by a Russien Communist

sanilor who hed accompanied him on orders from Zinoviev,

134 ﬁolﬁman, ..W..;&&&Mgm& Bp- 6 -17
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The Finnish imprisoned Reed; and fed him on dried fish
until he hearly diled of scurvy. At this point he wes
returned to Pehrograd; where Gcldman nursed him for A
two weeks. Now he was dead. Goldman went to his widow,
Louise Bryanp;iand tried to comfort her, DNuring their
conversation, Goldman seid tlat she realized that "all
was not well with the Bolshevik regime, anavI falt as
if caught in a trap." Louise gripped Goldmen's arm
and said: "'Caught in a trap' were the very words Jaok
repeated in his delirium,'"lES | ‘

Galdman stayed in Mogcow for John Reea's funaral
then returned with the rest of the Expediﬁion ta Potro-
grad %o dalivéf thelr carefully gathered material bto the
Museum. Goldman had a room at the Hotel International
end here she interviewed many Gommunisbs'Wha were em-
bittered and who told Goldmen they were determined to
leavg the Party,l36 "Phey were suffocating--they salde
in the atmosphere of intrigue, blind hatred, and sense-
less perseoution.“137 She goes oh to say; however, that
these Communist friends lacked the;will power to leave
the Party. "They saw the blﬁnders; tne 1ntrigues; the

13 Goldman, My Fursher ma;wm@m PP« 25-26
130 Ibid.; pp. 31=35
137 Ibid., D« 35
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destruction of life practlsed in the name of Communism,
but they had not the strength and courage to protest
or to disassoclate themselves from the Party respongl-
blé for the injustioce and bxutality.”lss*f

Ag the evlidence acoumulated through the passlng

months, the political impact of Communism was gradually
chenging Emma Goldman's early enﬁhuaiaam”%é revulsion
woward the Communist Party. She wrote:

I knéw that the Revolution and the Bolsheviki,
proclaimed as one and the game, were opposites,
anbegonistic in aim and purpcse, The Revolution
had its roots deep down in the 1ife of the people.
The Communist State was based sn a scheme: forolbly |
applied by a political party. In the contest the
Revolution was being sligg,,but the glayer also
wes gasping for breath.

- .VI. GOLDMAN'S BVALUATION OF HER EXPERIENCES

| IN RUSSIA, CHRISIMAS, 1920
Christmes eve, 1920, On Christmas eve, 193]

Goldman, Berkman end the other members of the Museum
Expedition were in their special cer, stalled in-a
blizzard £ifty miles from Petrograd. Fortunately they
. had enough fuel and provisions to last for several daya.
They set up a little Christmas tree, complete with can=-
dles, and made a hot grog from rum they had recelved in

Archengel. While the other members of the Expedition

138 Goldman, My Furthor Disillusionment, pp. 36-37
139 Ibid., p. 31
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gettled down to celebrate Christmes in the warm, cozy
railroad oar; Goldmnn;vunable 0 enter into the fes-
tivities in her usuel gay‘manner;‘was thinking of that
Christmas a year sgoon the Buford, when shé and Berkmen
were approaching Russia with unbounded felth In the future
of Russia and its new government, Then, Goldmaen indicates:
"Our hopes ran h1gh; our faith flamed rad-whita;'all our
thoughts centered on our Matushka'ﬂossiya_(ﬁother Russia) "
In the year since that Christmes on the gggggg; she had
tried her best to hold to her ardent feith in the Bol-
shevikl, Shé hed wanted desperately to oiing‘tawthia;_
faith, But in spite of all she could da; her cherished |
faith had baeh torn from her by the irresistable styeam
of eyidﬁnoa proving Bolshevik 1ntrigue; persecution,
tyrenny, and daliberate‘brutality.'.In writing of her
thoughts on this Christmas in 1920, Goldman revealed:

"Only a year had passed, and nothigg was left but the eghes
' L. w10

of my fervent dreams, my burning féith, my Jjoyous song.
VII. THE KRONSTADT MASSAORE
Brogk-up of the Expedition. Kropotkin's death. The
Expedition made a brief trip to Archangel and Teburned’
to Petrograd at the end af'vacamber; 1920. Here Goldman

140 Golamen, Livine My Life, Vol. II, pp. 859-860
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‘learned that the Expedition was to be put under the

1 She went to

direction of a political Gammissar.
Moscow 1n January, 1921 to learn the faots about this,
vand learned while there that.Peter‘Kropokkin had been
taken 11l with pneumonia. He died February Bth, and
was glven an impressive funeral, with meny anarchists
marching inrth®~milealong procassion@ mhe~Rév§1utioh
and Eﬁma'Gdldman had logt another good friend.lua

| The Troubetiskoy plent gtrike. Goldman conoluded
that she could not work under a Oommissar end fs‘evgred
her connections with the Muaaum'ExPadition. Soon, howe
ever; she was in the thiék of enother affairkutha oonf liot
between ?he goyernment and the Kronstedt Sallors. In
Februéry, 1921, the millworkers of the Troubetskoy plant
went out on atrike; and were soon Jo;nédfby‘tﬁe‘workars
of several other Petrograd factories. The severe winter
and offioial Soviet blundering hed made their conditions
unbearable. ¥Food and fuel were very scarce and the Petro-
Soviet had stupidly closed down several factories and out
the rations of their employees nearly in half, The sbrike
gtarted wnen-thé suthorities refused permission for a meet
ing of the workers to discuss means of bettering their con-
él"}.*t:ii.mw.m3

| 141 Goldmen Further *l~i;;g§;_gL~g§, DPPe Hl 3
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Traops'wera_senﬁ«tofdiaperse-thé gtr1kere. Liza
ZOrin;‘who had been present when the troops met the gtrike
&rs; told Goldman that a woman striker, récagnizing Mrs.
Zorin as & Farty mamber;,haﬂ staggared.har.with e right
ts the face, Uhdaun%ed;,Mrs.'%erin had-beftien@ed the -

women end accompanied her to her home which wes, Mrs. Zorin
said: "...a dreadful hole such ast thought no longer existe

ed in our ccuntry. One dark room, cold and baxren. ocoupied

nlh%

by the women, her husbend, and their six ahilaren.
Sueh pitiful conditons ag these arouaad the sympathy of
both Liza Zorin and Emme CGoldman.

zgg,gxggggggg Sajilors., Martial law was soon de-
clared and the strikers were lssued en ultimatum to return
to work or be deprived of their rations. The strike
spread, in apite of brutal attempts to‘crush'it.lu5 At
t.his point the sailors of Kronstadt gave thelr support to
the strikers. They had quietly sent a committee to inves-
tigate the conditions and demands of the strikers. The
committes report supported the strikers and waé soncurred
in by the sailora; who pagged a resolutiag favorimg hﬁe
demends e£ thair_£ellaw workers. The reéolutionary ro=

ocord and loyalty of the Kronstedt sallors was impressive.

14& Goldman,~’§z%gg L;fg' Vox; Ix; p. 874
1’-"5 Ibid., p. OT° i ’ [
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They had taken the leed in revolutionary activities
gince 1905 and had of ten demonstreted their loyalty to
the Communist regime. They also demended freedom of
aggembly for labor unions and peasent orgaﬁizations and
the release of all labor leaders and political prisoners
from Gcmmnnist‘prisons and concentration camps, Allt
their proceedings were ocarried out in avlegai manney,
' showing loyalty to the Communist rule and a desire to
reach an smioable solution to the strike.luﬁ Trotsky
had praviously preised the Kronstadt seilors as "thé‘pride
and glory of the Revolution," Now they dared to speak in
protest agelnst tha;inhumﬁnihy of the Communist Party and
the intolerant Bolsheviki considered thisuhigh4treaaen.»
The doom of the Krongtedt sellors was sealed, Thelr splen-

did record and loyalty to the Revolution oounted forzuﬂhﬂ&g
1y

Izoteky's ultimebum. Lenin end Trotsky signed an
order declaring that Kronstedt was in mutiny'againsh the

now .

Sovlet Governmﬁnt and denouncing the aailora a8 counter-

48

revolutionists. Shortly after this, Trotsky declared

in his uvltimatum to the Kronstadt sallors that he

145 Goldman, Living fe, vol. Ix, p. 876
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would "shoot like pheasants® those who abbtempted to
"paige thelr haﬁﬂ against the Soolalist fatherlamd.”
Kronggf&ﬁgperabnnal were ordered to aubmiﬁ~aﬁ.°n°9'ﬁ°
the déman&s of the Goernmsnt, or be crushed by militery

g

force.
Goldman's pert in the affeir. On Merch:5, 1921,

. Gcl&man and Bérkman sent a lebter to the Petrograd Soviet

of Labor and néfanse; aarnesuly jmploring the CGovernment

to appoint a‘Gommissionjof five‘persohs té‘séttlaathe dige
159 Next
Goldman hoped to enlist the-eld of Maxin Gorkl, but no pro-
As Goldman wrote: "The intelli-

pute by peaceful means, The request was‘ignorgd.
teat or word came from him,
gantsia; the men and women that hed ogae=beén'rGVOlutian~
ary toroh—bearars,’laaders of thought, writers andlpoeﬁs;
"were as helpless as we and paralysed by the futility of
individusl effort. Most of their comrades and friends
were'already 1h prison or exlile; some héd;baen exaauﬁaﬁ,”lsl
Then Goldman appealed to her Communist friends to avert

the useless slaughter. But these Party members feared
the consequences of voloing a protest;.for they knew that
such gn”aation.would only result in axpu}sion‘frOm the

Party, loss of jobs and rations. Of them Goldman wrote:

1&9 Golaman, Living My gfe Voli II, s 883
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"Yet it was not fear that numbed their will, they essured
ug. It was the”&tter useleasnegs of prbtestror appeal,
nothing, nothing gould stop the chariot—wheal of the Com~
munist State. It hed rolled them flat and they had no
vitality lert, even to ory out against 1t.“153 Goldman
was appalled by the possibility that she and‘Berkman might
also be crushed into aoéuieacance as her Obmmunist friends
hed been, The hopelessness of ina;vidual prctasﬁ against
the tyranny of an all-powerful government galled her an-
archist soul. For the first time she considered leaving
Russia to escape from the "horrible revolutionary sham and
pretense“'perpatrated by the Gcmmunist Sﬁaﬁa.l53

| Qgg&xggﬁigg|9£;§rgg§tag§, Maanwhile; Trotsky sur-
rounded Kronstadt with Communlst troops and artillery. On
Mareh 7, 1921, the bombardment began, and on March 17;r1921,
the fortress and elty were 1i§uiﬁatad;“with grest logs of
1life on both aiaes.154 The soldiers end sallors of Krone
stadt fought to the last. Those not killea 1n the Tight-
ing were later executed or sent to slave cemps in Sibaria.%55

Kronstadt was the olimax of Emme Goldmen's pro-

cess of disillusionment and enlightenment in regard to

Russian’ﬁommuniam. For more than a year - she had listened
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to the evidence against the Bolsheviki: now thelr own
slaughter of their strongest supporters had condemned .
. them in her judgment. In her own words: - |

. Kronstodt broke the lest thread that held me

to the Bolsheviki. The wanton slaughter they had
instigated spoke more eloguently against them than
aught else. Whatever thelr pretenses in the past,
the Bolsheviki now proved themselves the most per~

nicious enemies of the Revolutio & 61 I oauld have
nothing further to do with them. 5

o;dggg 8 ¢ gperignegg ggte; Krongtadt. Afﬁer

Kronstadt had been destreysd Emma Goldman ramained in
‘Russia another nine ‘months, until December 1, 1921. Her
experiences during this time served to increase rathier
uhan'diminiSh-hei disillusionment. She refused to ac-
cept'rations from the'Geérnment; subsisting on money re-
ceived from her own people in the United States and by
trading off her surplus cicﬁhing-157 Almost immediately
after Kronstadt the Cheks arrested almost every known
anarchist in Petrograd and in Moscow. The prisons were
filled with these peoplém-arreatad; held without trail;
and subjected to beatings and other forms of brutelity.:58
Many of these anarchists hed returned to Russia from other
QGuntries after the February Hévdlution to devote their

‘energles to the success of the Revolution. Their support

156 Goldman, Mg Further Digilly 0 'é,ﬁé pp. T6-77
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had been won by the Bolsheviki Government when it
adopted the anarchist slogan: "The factories to the
workers, the land to the peasants.” ~3omefhaa been ate
tracted later by Lenin's prediction oflthQV“WiﬁMEring
away of the state,"‘ They had taken au‘active5part in.
.the work and fighfing of the Revolution. Although soue
of them priVately objected to %h@'meﬁhodszpfwthe‘SQViéb
8tete, the gragt majority.of'them‘ware;atiix‘layal‘whan
sent to prison.ls9 o

VIII. GOLDMAN'S DEPARTURE FROM RUSSIA-

It was custemary for the cnaka to charge all ar-
rested ‘anarchists anﬁ sympathisers with banditry, a conw
venient method for dispesing of those who criticized the
Government. By this method anyone oould be seoretly dig-
posed of without tria1.16° Among the anarchists exacuted
was Fanva Baron an espeei&lly close friend of ‘Goldman's,
;Another friend Lev Tchorny, died aa ‘A result of Cheke
_»torture.lﬁl Goldman and Berkman were deprassed and
horrifiéa.‘ They were thoroughly cpnvipaaﬂ that:tne Revé
olution was lost to the Communist diotatorship and that
they were helpless to do anything sbout it, They would

be Lucky if they could save themselves., They decided to

1{29 Golﬁman. ..m:._nu @ Jﬁkm pp. 83-87
4bid., p.
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leave Ruaéiavat the first appcrtunity.l62 They are
renged to esoape without passports, but this was un=-
neqeé&ary as the'soviet Government issued thelr passe
port9“1n5r63p¢ﬁse'taia'dsmand from Berlin anarchists

the Goldman and‘Berkman attend bhe’InﬁexﬁgtiOnal‘An;
archist Congress in Berlin in December. On December

1, 1921, Goldmen end Berkmen left Russia, never o re-
hurn.%63 Probably they would have been denied pass-
ports or have béan imprisonad with thelr anarchiast 00~
rades except for Lenin's policy of leavirg the most prome
inent people free ms proof of his liberdl attitude. Madame
X, 1n.Polﬁava, had told Goldman sbout this poliey o ox-
plain-wny Lenin had nathimpriacnad Peter_xrqpaﬁkin; Vera
Figner, and Vlaaimir Koralenke.lﬁ&

| ;ggan' gaggwel o uas;g The contrast be-
twesen Emma Goldman's.enﬁry into Russia and her departure
are beagtb axpressed in her own words:

Belo»Osbrev, Jenuary 19, 1%20. 0 radiant dream
0 burning faith! 0 Maty ir¢y§%z% (Mother Ruasia)
reborn in the travall of the Revolubtlon, purged by
it from hate and strife, liberated for true human-
Lty and embraeing all, I will dedicate mysalf %o
you Russial - '

in the train, December 1, 19213 My dreams crush=
ed, my faith broken, my heart like s stone, gggg%?ggg
gggg;xg bleeding from a thousend wounds, her soi
gbtrewn with the dead.

I clubtch the bar at the frozen w%ndew~pane and
grit my teeth to suppress my sobs.

162 Golaman | Vcl. II . 921
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pee SUMMARY
When Goldman entered Ruseia in 1920 she strongly
favored the Bolsheviki regime. She believed that the
Bolsheviki were going o help the Russian people who had
suffered 3o long under the Czars, She continued to‘ba—

11eve this for more than e year nf%er arrivtng iniRuasﬂalﬁG

It is true that she was opposed to QQQialism in principle,
but now that the Bolsheviki were 1n power, ghe was willing
to set aside this obJeotion and judge the regime on the
bagig of its pracﬂieai“results in terms of humen wélfafe.
8he was willlog toilay aaidavher her anarchist pre judice
agelnst gavarhment_mon0poly and bage her judgment on the
pregmatic criterian‘pf "the greatest £0od to the greate

eat humber of people."lG?

Inbalmost two years in Russié; traveling and talk--
ing with SGQTGS’Ofbperle repreaenting many cceupaﬁious and
politiocal b@liefs, she could find no avidenee of any bene-
it ta the workers or pa&sants under the Bolqheviki.lsg
The only benef;eial rosult of the new government wag that
claimed by some of the Jews in the Ukreine, where there had

been no pogroms under the Bolaheviki,169?_1nfdonﬁrast.to

166 Goldman, Ex 1sil;usgonmen§ in Rugs 1@ p. xii
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this one beneflt; there were meny groups of people
who had suffered severly; the industrial woikers were
reduced to slavery; the peasants were robbed by.the
system of foroible collection of foodsﬁuffs; the boure-
geoisie had been deprived of their meens of livelihood
and robbed of their possessions; the intelligentsie were
pergecuted and in many ceses shot or exilé&;‘ These people
made up the bulk of the Russian population. They had suf-
fered severely at the hands of tleir new‘masters.

These tyrannical injustices forced upon the.bulk
of the population had all but\disillusioned Emma Goldman.
The slaughter of the Kronstadt sailors was the orowning
aoct of tyranny which thoroughly convinced her that nothing
good could ever be expected to emerge from the Communist
regime, which sought only its own power and cered ndthing
for humen beings and-thair righﬁs; even when those humen |
beings were the strongest supporters of Communism, The
Kronstadt massacre provided the emotional shook needed %o
break the last of Goldman's allegiance to the Bolsheviki.
She was thbneughly~disillusionéd, ‘She wanted bto get out
of Russie and tell the world how the Communists had des-
troyed the.Revolutionv Ihfis regretiable that her'booka;
which sovsueceSSfully expoge the fallacies and weaknesses
of the Gommunist»dictatorship; have not been more widely

read.
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CHAPTER 11X

THE POLITICAL IMPACT OF COMMUNISM
ON BENJAMIN GITLOW |

. HIS BARLY mm

Parentage. Benjamin Gitlow was born Dec. 23,
1891 at Blizabethport, New Jersey. His parents were
poor Rusglan-Jewish lmmigrants who had been in the United
States only a short time. His father; a Soéialiat; had
been driveﬁ out of Russla by the secret police, He
worked 1n a shirt factory to mekea living. In his
gpere time he worked in a Socialist print shop as his
contribution to the coming revolution; Gitlow's mother
was algo working for the Sacialist oauseg and hisg
boyhood home wes a center of Socialist activity. He
wag deeply interested in the ldeallistlc discusslons
of the wonderful transformetion thet Sociallsm would
bring to the wgrld; and how it would better the lot of

the working p@ople;3 _He»was thrilled by .stories of rev~

olutionary activity in Russia. The Czar and his police

1l Gitlow Banjamin.' Oonﬁgss, pe %
2 Gitlaw %?g 2 Lives p. x
3 Gitlow, on ggg
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were always the villelns of these storles and the rev-
olutioniats were always the herbas.u Max Bastman writes
of the young Gitlow:

From 1nfanay Gitlow had bresthed in the idea
that if s workers' atate took over the industries
and operated them without paying profits to capl-
| ::léhzhgzglg?gld_be no more ppverty gr'injusbicg
Member Socimligst Party. During the Spanish
American War the Gitlows moved %to ﬁraoklyn where Ben
learned more ebout Hoo ia}'.ism; attended Socialist meete
ings; and became thoroughly convinced that the eventual
triumph of Boclalism would liberate the working olass
and make the world a better place in which to live.6 He
Joined the Sooialist Party and started teklng an active
Part~ip'the radieal lebor movement before he was seven-
teen years old.7 The impressions made on his mind in
these formative years were not easily ohanged.

_ Hduocation. Hig formal‘edueation'mxm:him-through
three years of high school., He was a good baseball play-
er; a good shotnputter;;and an excellent foobball player.
He was well like by his fellow students and usuelly

elected president of his alass.s After vleaving high

4 Gitlcﬂ L,Gonggsg PP, 5=0
Gitlow, The Wh Lg of T heir ;veg, foreword by

Max Eastman

g éizifw pf Confess, pp. 6-7

itlow, Ihe Whole gg Their LJVes, Pe X
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school he worked in factories and later in depertment
stores.  He helped orgenize the first union of depart-
ment store work@rs in Amerioa; and Wasg @leoted as its
first prasiaant. He worked diligently in the Bocialist

Perty as a laader an orator, and. an @rganizer.9

I1. GITLOW'S REASONS FOR JOINING OOMMUNIST PARTY.

' Ihe Russian Revolution. Gitlow's baékground; of
a revdlutibnary'home:life and ten years of devobed ser-
vice to the Socialist movament; cansed him to look upon
thé'ﬁussian‘RéVOIQtion as the greatest event of modern

ﬁimﬁﬂ.lo.

He and meny of his Socialist Qﬁmradas accepted
the Bolsheviki as true revolutionary Socialists who hed
sucoeeded in overthrowing capibalism and were setting
up & Socialiat'regimenin ﬂussia;ll Without stopping to
wéigh and consider the program and objaohivas“of the Bole
sheviki; the more militent of the Sooiallists fell in
line. Here was ﬁhe Revolution for whioch they héﬂ walt-
6d many years. Their emotions were aroused.+2 Gitlow
records their attitude: "The Revolution was on the

march. We could lose no time. We had to maréh with
it("LB

9 Giﬁlow Zhoig of heg Lives, p. X
10 Gitlow: %?% nfegd, pe 10 ’
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Formation of Gommunist Labor Party. The Reve
olution split the Sooialist Party in two.  61t1cw wag

in the left wing which supported the Russian Ravclution
and saught to wreek the saoialish Party.ln The right
wingers, led by Morris Hillquit, 15 1ntend@d to walt
and see what would M&@pen in Russia while werking peace-

fully for refarms.ls In 1919 the left wing Soolalists,

1nglua1ng Gitlow, were expelled from the Socialist Partyﬂﬂ

They then organized the Communist Labor Parby.lg

| Gitlow b gigg 34 *“gmgglgg‘g uld establggg ooig;

lsm. Gitlow could not then foresee that €ommunism was
opposed to‘the demoeratic principles in which he had be=-
lieved as a Socialist. He was oonvinced that Bolshevism
offered a practical mesns by Which the working olass
could overthrow the oépitaliat gystem an& make sociale
ism & reality. Gitlow was willing to devote his life
4+0 the achievemanﬁ of soolalism.l9 At the time, he

was motivated by a high regard for human valueé. He -
felt tha# the Communist movement would help to decrease
the humen suffering, the injustice, the exploitation of
the workers which; he thqught; existed under the oapitale-
18t system. He thought also that the Goﬁmunist way of

1 'aum %;g gg, p. 1
15 e o p% 3

16 Tbid.; p. 20

1 1:?.' P hole of Their Live '

: ' ow, e (5] 88, Do X
19 Gitlow, : nfegs, P. ’
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life would tend to eliminate imperislist wars.20

IIT. HIS CAREER AS A COMMUNIST
- Filled with the zeal of a reformer who wishes to
improve the warld, and misguldad as to the cbjectives
of the arganization, Gitlow embarked upon his career
in the Communist Party. He was sinocere in his devo~

tion to the Communist ceuse and active in promoting it.

This activity brought about his arrest in chamber. :L9Il.9’.2:L

in one of the “"red ralds™ conducted by Attorhéy General
Palmer.az He was tried on a charge of advocating fﬁhe
overthrow of the United States Government by force, viol~
ence, and illegal means."?> He was foundvgnilty; and
as he stood up to be sentenced he denougced the United
States as a "capitalist dictatorship” whioch should be
overthrown and replaced by a "diotatorship of the pro=-
letariat."” He was sentenced to five to ten years at
hard labor. His comrades hailed him as a martyr to the
cause and the Moscow Sovlet made him an honorary mamberan
Hlg g_;igg_@_ in the Communist Party. After three
years in prison he was pardoned by Govefncr Al Smith,23

However, the years in prison had not changed his views:

20 Gitlow, I gggggg p. 54
21 dt',pﬁ W ’ Th
% e eir Liv 88, P« X
22 Gi*blaw _%E, p.Tj’z
2 3
25 Confess

Gitlow elr Lived, p. %
Gitlow, g’.ﬁl’%‘ '
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he was as ardent a Communist as ever. In the. years
which followed he held In turn all of the top offices
in the Amerioan Oommunist Party, mcluding Editor-in—
Chief of the __gé_l_x Worker, Ganeral secretary of the
Party, direstor of ms et;rike and trade union policy,
and twice cendldate for Vica«-President of the United
States on the Gommunist tiaket.aﬁ ,

Irips %o oaw,}_.ﬂ_l ;g_g_ gn,gm In.
1927 Gitlow made his first trip to Moscow, at St‘.alin'
request. He held a long conversation with Stalin on
American problem8.27 In 1928 he attended the Profine
tern Congresa in Ixf'roam:mar..28 On his ‘bhird and last ﬁrip‘
t0 Moscow, in 1929, Gitlow attended the meeting of the
Praesidium of the Communist Internatioﬁal._ag’ -

IV, GITLOW'S REASONS FOR LEAVING THE COMMUNIST
 PARTY.

He. Q"gvposgag Stalin's btotalitarlsn diotatorship.

Why would a man so high in the couricil_s of the Communist Party
deliberately separate himself from the Party and take an
aotlve part in condemning it? Gitlow's prineipal reéson

| for leaving the Party was ﬁha’c he opposed Stalin's total~-

itarian dictatorship of Russia and of the Communist Party.

26 Gitlow, Th %‘em of Their L% eg, p. xi
2g Gitlaw’ ’JZ"_'9 ole of Thelr Lives, p. xi
28 Gitlow, “Confess, pp. 153 and 156

20 Gitlow, The Whole of Their Lives, p. xii
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He felt that this dlotatorship enslavad the minds of
those who came under 1ts influence. In his words:

"This enslavement of the human’minﬁ;’ﬁhis présoription
of independent thinking more than anything else caused
me to break with cammuhism.“3°vThe Gommuﬁist»organizaa
 tion required that every member think and act in mccord
‘with majority decisions of ‘the Party. If the idea before

‘ the Party waré one‘of'$ta1in’s'1deas;-thén'éieryene was
expeoted to vote for it. 1Thbse-who Qppoéeﬂ 3ﬁa£1n's
ideas were elther impriaoﬁea or,ahot.?’:1 . N |

As a result ef,ﬁhis compulsion, the Communist Inter-

naﬁicnal is the only world-wide orgenization which oan
boast of unanimous décisions, Such an orgenization leaves
no opportunity for individual thinking; or demooratic pro-
cesges of any kina; regardless of the merits of the Quesn
tion.32 Gitlaw‘had seen the members of the Communist Inter-
national professvto believe in things which he[khew‘they
m;qpt:manmi.'53 When decisiéne”of the Comintern were relayed
to the Ameriean.Party;‘ﬁha Amérioaﬁ_Par§y 1h ﬁﬁrn Wgs,re-
quired to endorse’and.suppmrt'thém, whether they were right

or wrong in the syes of the Americah;members.Bn such¥as

i30 Gitlow, I Confegs, p. 587 - :
23212 Lyons, Bugene, Stalin, Czer of all the Russias,
pp. 234235 - o o R
%a Bg%téqw, I Confess, p. 586 |
32 ’&,giggﬁwgo;e,gg Their Lives, p. 158
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the mental straight'jackat imposed by Sbtalin., Gitlow

opposed 1t, as any thinking man would have doné.

| . He cgng;dergg the g_mggg;- 1gadgr madiaore. Git-
lcw also eppcsed Stalin's dietatorahip because tha bulk

of its leaders, gathered from various parts of the world,
,weie of msdiooré 1ntellact’ selected prihciﬁally'for their
willingness to subject themaelvea to Stalin. The Genman
delegates to the International were heavy ﬂrinkers,35 too
week to lead a German revoluﬁien, and very willing to do
anything for thelir Ruasian boaaes.36 Bela Kun. the Perty
leader from Hnngary, was ungeuhh bothiin sppearance and in

intellect. Scheming against hia former frianés aﬁd4fawn-

1ng upon the Russians, he gave no evidence of being a 1eader

of men.37 bs for the English Party leaders, Gitlow said:

The Gummunista of Great Britain, with the exception
- of Murphy, who was expelled from the Comintern because
- of his intellectual integrity, were a group of petti-
fogging nitw%gs, ag expressionless and dull as a fog
over London.

Giﬁlow knew the European Gammunist 1aaders only

casually. The laadars in the Ameriocan Party he knew well.

He had worked with them for many years., He devotes the
greater part of his two books to reaording the activities

of his comrades in the American Communist Perty. The

Git,low, I Conf , pp. 436-437




o 79
almost continual fights and struggles between different
factions In the Perty as they grasped for the semblance
of power are deseribed in detell in Gitlow's books, end
show that he khéw'his conrades well indaed‘ He knew that
their common objective was Stalin's favor which, they
hoped, would glve them a little power in the Party. He
knew that their methods of lying, cheating, stealing and
informing were contemptible to honest people, And he
knew that in many cases their private lives were amoral.
About the factional fighba'in the ZParty’he wrote$

The perniciousness in the factionalism that exigt-
ed in the American Communist Party leadership and
affected the entire membership, the amorality it
fostered, the corruption 1t apread wag not due to
the democratic regime that pravailed in the Party
but rather to the constraint pleced upon thattregime.
And the source of that constrelnt was Moaoow.»b :

Gitlow also had a low regard for the intellectual

capacities of these so-called leaders, whom he saw as
mere stooges for Stalin. They had so little regard for
each other that they would unanimously condemn and ostra-
oize any oomrade at'atalin?s commend. Gitlow's falth in
Communism must have been strong to hold him for ten years
in_an organizabion whose leaders inspired so little ad-

miration.

29 Gitlcw;|§ g fess;ap. 4oy
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Ag an exemple of Gitlow's contempt for most American
Communist 1eaders;zhe says of Barl Browder: "...his stupide
ity wrecked the OGPU's headquarters (in Ohina) which cost
the Russians millions of dollers to piomdﬁe.“uo Stalin
gsaved Browder from liquidation in order to use him furth-
er 41 Browder ‘never had any opinians of his ownn-ne merew
1y achoeﬂ the apiniona of his Russian bosaas.ua In one of
the factional fights of the Party,‘Browdgr planned the ass-
aaagnatian.of Jay Loveatqge; who was é loyal Qammunist.§3
Typical of Gitlow's oondemnation of the moral caliber
of Americen Communists is his gtatement that Jay Lovestone
wes a stool pigeon and an infermer on his fellow Communists, llll-
end that he depended on soounﬁrels to do his werk in the
‘Party.+5y
Gitlow also had a low opinion of Willigm Fostari-
T

whom he refers to as a "shamefaced dullard," " a liar,
and as "lacking in principla.‘ns Gitlow records Foster's
own estimate of himself: "I am one who was reised in the
aluma...I have no teachings or prinoiples "ug

Many of the American comrades soughﬁ an asaape from

40 Gitlow; The Whole of h ir L ivgg, p. 358
-1 ' e
ﬁabvg%glow; Ihe ﬁﬁ Their Lives, p. 359

WL Git ow, L Confess, p. 324
ﬁ% B I
i7 ,
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reality in exvessive alupholic indulgence. Oitlow wrote
about this: "...the matber of drunkenness among the
staff of the Dally Worker and among Communist leaders
generally, who mada asses of tnemsaivag_iﬁ publie {4in
Mosoow as well as Americe) wea the Suﬁjaét'éf saveral
plenums of ﬁhaleantrél_Exaautiva;sommithée.ﬁﬁﬂv As
Gitlowts aaiviéa to the Party neared its 6nﬁ; he became
 more and more disgusted with the immorality end the lack
of leadership shown by Party leaders who held their posi-
tions only by eonﬁinuaua Gbaiﬁﬁﬁoe to ﬁﬁélin.sx

| Stalin's dlotatorship hed no xegerd for humen dig-
nity. Gitlow also opposed Stalin®s diqtaﬁaxshtg bacause
it showed no regard for the dignity and worth of the indive
1dual; particularly when individuels indloated thét they
| differed with sﬁalin'a views., Gltlow writes of this vic-

- ious practivce as he saw 1t in the late 1930'a:

In every Party the most tried snd trusted leaders
of the movement-~tried in battle and trusted by the
magges~-~foll under Stalin's axe precisely because of
thelr integrity, prestige and independence, md thely
g%agga ggra taken by syoophants beholden only to
GG LIN, & ' ‘ :

Zrotsky's exile. Stalin's treacherous ousting of
the brilliant Protsky from power in the Russian Communist

50 Gumw; 1 gon , Ps 313. See alao p., 457

51 bid., Pe
52 B b
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Party is a good example of this disregard for the dig-
nity an@'worbh of the individual. After Lenin's death
in 1924, Trotsky was the most brilllant of all Russian
Communists. He had orgenized the hordes of regged Bol-
‘sheviki into a well-dlsoiplined Red Army to win the Reve
olution in Russla. While leeding the Red Army, Trotsky
had exposed Stalin ss a knave whose blunders had been cosb-
ly tp the,Reda}' Trctsky’had,.in meetings of the polltioel
committes, mede Stalin look like a fool. Stalinknﬁvag for-
got or forgave Trowsky. By using political maneuvers, at
which he was a mﬂster, Stalin éucoeeded in foreing Trotsky

out of the Party and into exila.53 ) |

The Americen delegation to the Gomintern, of whioh

Gitlow was a member on his first visit teiMoaqow. aasisted
1nvthe»expulaiQn of ?xqt&&y by prasentiﬂg a raéoluticn cal le
ing for Trotsky's raﬁoVal. ‘This they did for purely gell=
ish reasons, in order to gain favor with &talin, who wanted
to expel Trotskj.5u Delegatlons from other countries
joined in denounoing Trotsky for the same reason. All were
1mpélled by the lugt for power and place;'totally disregard-
ing hmman'valugs.55 They allvkpew bhat:mwoﬁsky was the

mogt capable men in the Comintern, Lenin's true heir to

b& Gitlew, JThe Whole of Th ,&;xgg; pp.*3¥l—342

Gitlow g,do§fegs p.
j: .',p. ,
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leadership in the Party. }Neverthelesa;»they denounced
him to geain favor withfSﬁalin, who had the power to glve
them more faVors.y This action i1s typical of Soviet pro-
cedures, in whioh the dignlity snd worth of the individual
count for nothing, while the struggle for power deterw
mines every issue. Stalin set the exemple and his stooges
were forced to follow. Such procedures had:bheir part in
'turning Gitxqw,against Stalin and his dictatorship.sé Stalin
had no respect for Trotsky's outstanding record in the Rev-
eluhionfnr'for’his,intellecti which coula}mwm gerved Russla
for many years to come. 3ha¢in wag intereste& only in his
own parsonal power and nroeeaaed to deatroy those whctuns~

tioned this power or those who would not kow tow to him.

Expulaion of ofher leaders. Trotsky was followed
by mény others whe opposed Stalin’s desire for total pPOW=
57 By 1929 Stalia had auoaeaded in removing nearly all
of those who had been top lea&ars under Lenin. The very
capable team of Zinoviev, Radek and Kamenev were out of
power and in fear of further reprisala. Bukharin, Rykoff
and Tamsky were'the néxt trio on Stalin's 113%.58 Tomsky
ocommi tted suieide, Buimarin and Rykoff were convicted as
traitorg and shot. 59 The loss of Bukharin. eapeoially,

56 Gitlaw, co fe , e 588

Eastman, M Vs Rus PD. 62~63
- Gitlow, Th@ e ve Lives, p.
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was a serious blow to the Party. He was well educated
end acholarly;~with a high regard for human values.

He was an outstanding leader, loved and gdmired by other
Party mﬁmber-so 0f Bukharin's sueoaasar; Moloﬁdv;
Gitlow wrote after an interview: "It seems inoredible
that this ignoramus oould be Bukharin's sucoessor."Ol
But to Etalin; Bukharin was Just another ébaﬁaale %0 be
removed, Ben Gitlow knew that Stalin was‘clgwing his way
to unlimited power by killing these able mon, and he was
thoroughly opposed to ite

 Boonomlo fallure of Copmunism. If these Stalinist
murders had resulted in definite benefits to the magses of
the people, they might ha#e been consifdered justified to
people imbued with the Oammunist.pringiple/that the end
Justifies the meens. As Gitlow saw 1t; Stalin's diotatore
ship_had:failed to improve the lot of the cammon people
in Russla, This fallure weakened his faith in Communism
and was one of the reasons for hls final bresk with the

Party.

~

Housine conditions and food, 1927. In May of 1927,
on his first trip to Russia, Gitlow obgerved that most of

the people in Moscow were very poor and that housing condi-

tionsvwere'abominabla. Clags distinetions atill prewvailed.

60 mml The Whole of Their L v s. p. 164
61 Gitlow, I‘Eo"?g"g egs,%.'gﬁ}"s 9 hilyes
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Those in favored positions hed plenty, while other
people went hungry. For breakfast the bureauorats and
Party workers hed eggs, bread and cheese, while the or-
dinary workers had only weak tea and a singxé bread roll;
without butber-~a breakfast that; as‘Giﬁiow wirote, "would
have been rejgcﬁed on a'Bawery>breaﬂline.“6a

~ Tramps, beggars and homeless ehildrenewaré every-
where, Among the prostitutes on the main street of Mos-
oow at night were many young girls; some‘bf whom appeared
to ‘be not more than eleven or twelve years old. When '
Gitlow asked about these children among the prostitutes,
the Party falthful told him 1t was quite all right, for
the proatibutes were of the former bourgeoiaie. They were

63

unable or unwilling to work.
During this trip in 1927, Gitlow visited Big Bill
Haywood at the Kremlin Hospital, and observed that this
hospital, supposed to be the best in Masoow,~was very
poor»andeilapidated oompared wiﬁhvthe averagé.Amerioan
hospital.Gu Haywood had been in Russia sinoe 192165

He hated the Russian diotatorship for its denial of liberty

and freedum of action to the 1ndiv1dual. He felt that
Bussia wasg a vast prison 1n whioh the lives of millions

of people warg §f no impgrtanoa'to their mastars.66 Just

6% Q%tl??,p% gznf ss, D. i
gg 1td?ﬁ,p' ixgcle of Their Liveg, p. 48

s T T T T S A e T e



| 86
before Gitlow left the hospital, Haywood sald to him:
"Ben...don’t-laave,your‘country. Russia may be all
right for the Russians}but,iﬁ is no place for an Amer-
ican. Look to Americe for freedom and hepe."67 Gitlow.
remambared these words long enough tokwriﬁe them in his.
book publigshed in‘l948. ’Hesnusﬁ“hava.giveh them consid-
erable thought in the intervening period. His thinking
must have led him to doubt the infallibiliﬁy of the

Russian system.

Sonditions in Moscow ;gg_&, 1929, On his second
trip to Moscow in 1928; GitLow found economic conditions
'worse than in 1927. Many warkaxa were unemployed. Dalry
products and meat were very soarce, _Gothing; shoes and

textiles were too expensive for the common people %o buy.

The "workers' paradise" was not providing its people with

the goofs that Amgridan_censideredvtha neoessxtiaa orz
11fe.68 One night Gitlaw‘saw-a group of‘hamelesa ohil-

dren, dressed in rags, sleeping huddled togethar on top
of a wide stone wall.69

When Gitlow made his 1&3‘& trip to Moseow in 1929,

he observed that eoonamic ccnditions were worse than on

elther of his previous trips, All food was scarca. Milk,

67 Gitlow, Whol g Thei ;,gggg . 52
6§ Gitlgg, ongggg Q" Hg 2 Be 3
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all dairy prcduots, meat, vegetables and fruit were
gtrictly rationed. Even bread was rationed. OClothing
and shoes were priced so high as to be unobtainable to
Qrdinary~Workersi Long lines began formiﬁg_ét four
o*clock 4in the morning where the sale of miik would
bégin at seven. The milk would be smold out before one=
fourth of the walting ?aopla had been served. - Meanwhile
milk was delivered daily in bottles to the Party leaders;
whether needled or not.To In commenting iatexvon economio
conditions in Russia;-Gitlow wrotes o
In the twenty-ﬁ{aro years of iﬁ_s existence Communism
in Rugsia has failed to £11l the hresd baskebescceses

it is precisely because of its economic fallures that
Communism was obliged to seek refuge in absolutism.’l

- Such a dismal fellure in time of peace and in a
caunhry with Russia's huge land aerea was 50 striking that
1t shook Gitia@'s faith in the Communist spplication of

| Socialismmv_Frnﬁ his early youth he had ﬁnderstood that
Socialism was éupposad‘to bring écenom1o benafita and
greater freedom to the workers. Now;he knew a8 a result
of his own obéervgﬁionvthat ﬁhe»Rnséiaﬁvwarkers were hune
gry and had lost whaﬁavér freedom théy mighh hava had bHe-
fore. ® | '

;g Gi?ldw; L ggafesg; ppi‘531~53§9-
1L Ibid.; p. H92. See also p. ,
72 Ibid., p. 592
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V. STALIN REMOVED GITLOW FROM OFFICE

By the early part of 1929, Gitlow realized many
of the aafecta‘ahd anortcomings,of Communism,.. But 1t
took more than this knowledge to break him awey from it.
He had devoted pragtic&lly all of his adult 1ife to Come
munism. For such a man breaking eway from a osuse. and
adnitting that he hed wasted most of his life working
for 1t wers not easy to do. A gevere embtionél shocx
wes requirad to atart the process ef_breaking'with 09m~
munism, end this Sheck was provideﬁ by Joseph Stalin,
who expelled Gitlaw from the Communist Party and all
his offices ﬁherein,

é&m&a&g :betmenzww and Foster. In America
Jay Lovestone and Benjamin Gitlow had been elected to
leadership of the Party by a huge maejority of the members.
The leader pf'the opposing faotion, William %, Foster,
had only a\smﬁli minority of the votes.!) Eleoted to
leadership in the Party, Gitlow felt that he had arrived
"at the pinnacle of pmwer“7u a8 a result of his own
efforts and that he wes secure in this position. He

felt thet "this power that tasted so sweet“75'waé his,

7 Gitlaw Confass, p. 496
3 Ibid.," Tlhle of Oﬁaptar I '
75 014 Iaw, The Whole of Thelr Lives, p. xi
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to have and to hold. But he hed falled to reslize that
only Stalin he;d agtual power in the Party, while the L
leaders in each nation held only the gemblange of power,
and that at Stelin's pleasure. :

Lovestone and Gitlow thought that they ocould run
the Amerloan Party somewhat according to their own ideas,
with e minimum of interference from Stalin., Foster was
ready and willing to aoguiescé to Stalin's slightest whim.
Foster was praising Stalin and condemning Bukharin, while
Lovestone and Gitlow were oritical of Stalin.76 Belng a
submissive stooge, Foster wbn Stalin's support against
Lovestone and Gitlow. |

| In an attempt to find out Foster's standin{g in the
Party, Gitlow had one of his henchmen steal ccshrell's
briefcase.77 Costrell was the most active worker for the
Foster minority. His briefomse contained a letter from
Faster; then in Mosoow; stating that Stalin had told
Fogter in a private interview that he would,sﬁpport Foster
for leader of the Amerlcan Party and that he wag opposed
to Bukharin and to the Lovestone-Gitlow leadership which
Bukharin supported.78

Gitlow thought that Foster was lying agein in

this letter to strengthen his standing with the Amerioan

76 Gltlow, I Oo fess, Pp. 512~513

78 ﬁll S
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Party,79 After a conference with other leaders of the .
Party, Gltlow sent a long cable bo Moscow neéhabing
Foster's letter and‘rqu@sting information as to the
actual gstate of aff&irs.eg In reply he received a ca-
ble; draftad'aﬁ a nmeeting where both Stalin and Bukharin
were present, sbtabing that there was no difference of
opinion among the Russian leaders--they were in complete
agreement on all issues, This convinced Gitlow thet Fost-
er's letter was a lie. Gitlow published the Russian cable
in the Amerioah*?arty press to strengthen his position
wlth the comrades by proving that Foster was lying again.al

‘Without knowing 1t; Gitlow had committed a seri.
ous offense againat Stalin, Poster's léﬁter was true,
Stalin was working to oust Bukharin and he had given his
support o Foster. Stalin wag the one who had lied, and
Gitlow had unknowlngly exposed Stalin as the double~oross-
er that he wﬁsgaa Gitlow had committed the unforgiveable
gin of revealing Stalin's lylng and duplicity. Aa'g?cona 
sequence of this exposure; Gitiow?a neme was placed on
Stelin's list of thogg to be removed from the Party by
3

one meansg or another,

9 Gitlow, I Confess, p. 503
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This incident illustrates one of the meny diffi-
oulties facing & person who works in the Communlst Party
where lying end other immoral aots are considered Justi=~
fled, 8k In such an orgenization iﬁ 18 very difficult o
 determine who is lying or who is the biggest liar. It
would be eepacially precarious to work in an organization
where the dictator with unquestioned powar’over the other
comrades “excelled all other mortals in capacity‘for Ly~
ing and 1ntrigué§”85 ‘Later in'Moseow Stalin saids

We are Leninists and our relations one with
another...must be bullt on mutual confidence,

hust be as pure and ag olear as crxsﬁa%-..ﬁhere
“should be no rngg n our ranks for rotten diplo~

matic intrigue. ‘
In dpite of such a declaration, Stalin's record shows
him constantly using rotten intrigue to confine his ersta
while comrades in G.P.U. dungeons where they were tortur-

ed and many of them murdered at Stalin's oammand.87

Mggmggg of the res;gigg 1929. When Gitlow end

Lovestene attended the meeting of the Presidium of the
Comintern in 1929 they felt that their support by the
huge majority of thé American Party agsured them of

continued leadership in the E’arty.ga Up to this tine

8l Gitlow The ng;g of Their Lixgs. Pe 2
83 GitLlow, f" . p,""ﬁ'so b

§g é'%%s, nﬁmgﬁ __gg__ oi‘ 21:; the .J&ﬂﬁ.i-.%.. pp.2314-235

itlow, vog, D. xii
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Party majorities-hmd always been respeoted by the Come
intern. % They were o find that Stelin, with more
autooratic authoriby then any Gzar 90 could expel bthem
from:their leadarship in aplte of thgir majority support.

In Berlin on thelir Way ﬁcsMQscow;“ﬁhey°ware warned
by Roy, who had previously been expelled from the Party,
in these words: "Your majority means notbihg; Stalin -
18 & ruthless men., Onoe you are in Russia you are like
8 trapped animel."9* Lovestone aﬁd'Gitlowfwere not
‘sonvinced, 'They hed to learn by experience, for‘which
they had not long to wait. While they were. waihing,
Bukharin end Rykov. were both expelled from the Party,gg

0 be executsd 1ater.93

Stalin ....mua.@sl Gition amd 0 Lovestons. Gitlow and

Lovestone were next on the 1ist, At the meeting of the
Presidium of the Gomintern in May, 1929, Stalin had his
puppets introduce an’Adﬂrggg 5o the American Party which

| denéunce@ the Lovestone-Gitlow leadership as "gross in-
bxiéﬁara," "right deviationists," and "slanderers of the
Russian Communist Party." The Americen delegates were ex-
pected to vcte in favor of this oonﬁemnaﬁion and to sign

it as well, ot Stalin had organized the whole Comintern

8 Gitlow I Gonfes ¢ 518
g :”.p? g%%___a. ,p. 5

%ﬁ ' ﬁé?%’p?ﬂii ole Q£ ;g L;ves; P« 193




| 93
against the Americans.

‘To oppose the Adgrass, the American comrades
drew up a go;axatiog stmtinp thelr reagons for not
voting for the.vggresg;95 Stalin condemned the Amer=
ican stand in harsh terms and riéieuled,bhair lendere
ship. Then he demanded bhat they d@monSﬁﬁata'thair
loyalty by voting for and signing the Adgregéﬁ which
had been supported by the majorlty decision_df the
Fraaidium.gG American delegetes who voted for the
Address would thereby admit all the orimes of which
the Address accused them. They would be admltting
thelr guilt as,"Fasaists;","Babbittg.";"Boovsritea;ﬂ
"glorifiers of American imperialism,” and "enemies
of the Soviet Union." Thls method of gotting a signed
confession fram the aceusad-«so often used against

ethers who 1ncurred Stalints displeasure-—was now bew

ing used against the LovastonewGitlaw leadership. They
héavpartieipated in removing Tr¢tsky, Bukharin and others

ffam.the Party by similar means.97 Now it was thelr
turn.
| When tha vote was teken on the Addregg it was

almOst unanimous. Gitlow was the only man to vota

against it.g He took thls stand basause he was opposed

95 Gﬁ»lw I » Do 557
6 29 Do B
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to Stalin's dictat@rshiﬁ of the American Party end be-
cause he refused to admit himself guilty of orimes which
he had not committed. 99 He knew that his refusal to
support the Addresg would probably result in his expule
sion from the Communist movement for whiéh he had served
three long years in prison and for whioh he had worked

100

diligently over a ten year period, ﬁé 1pved Com=

munism more than life 1tself;;01

He st1ll belleved that
Communism could somehow bring about better economic oon-
ditions and greater freedom for the humen race. But he
was oppqsed to Btalin's crafty and dcuble~dealing‘dio§au
torship, which was fast becoming a tyranny more crusl,

more ugly then the despotism of the Gzars;leg

| G;tlog‘g atbitude towards power. Although Gitlow

has not stated 1t in so many words, a careful reading of
his books indicates thet one of the reasons for his delib-
erate defiance of 8talin was plain oldnfasnioned'anger;
arouged by Stalin's pushing Gitldw and Lovestone off

the "pinnacle of power" in the Ameriocan Party. It is
quite probable that Gitlow enjoyed his positlion of power
end naturally resented losing it after having been elected

‘ Gitlow, I Confess, p. 55
3 o b gppsss. v 5
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.to leamdership. Gitlow's attitude toward power may be
deduced from his statement:

The gospel of control, of securing the actual
power-=that 1s the heart and soul of Bolshevik
philosophyi thet 1s the fascination that draws

@

such a varied asgsortment of the diggruntled snd
the dlagsatiafied to the banner of Conmunismeeee

- It is a fascinatio% virtually irresistable to
the power hungry.l 3

In 1948 he wrote: "The attainment of power within the

Party crganization ia the prerequisite ofevery good

104 And he was one of the best Communists

Communist,*
while he was in the Party..

Competition for power within the Party mey well
have been Gitlow's remson for working so hard as leader
of the Party. His own words demonstrate how hard he aid
works: : ’ , ,

Unceasing activity on behalf of the Party...

drowned out the very time for reflection. It was

a oage of one damned thing after another ococupying

my attentlon practically twenty out of every twenty

four hours, robbing me of aleep,,.unggrmin&ng my

naturelly great reserve of vitallty. '
His wages for all this hard work were only fcrty dollars
a week, barely enough to keep him, his wife, and thelr
gon in a one-room apartment in the Bronx.}9® He coula
have earned more, with less work, as a business agent

for a union. Perhaps the intangibdble compensation in

, p- 473

' 2&;;2 ivg p. 118
, L 3

10 Gitlow,

10 gavion iy
5)
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the form of power ahd proapect of greater power had
a place ammng.Gitlaw's incentives, When«this powsr
was torn from him by‘Stalin; 1t'wasv6nly natural that
he should be fillled withlreéentment.

In explaining his vote against the ggregg Gitlow

eonaluded his speeoh to the Presidium wiﬁh the statement:
WNpt‘only do I vote againat this deaiaion, bum_when I re~
tﬁrn to the United States I will fight azainst 141107
He loaked gtraight at Stalin whan he gald this. Such
open daf&ance of Stalin's will required great moral diY-
age on Gitlow's part.lag He fully realized that being
ejected from the Farty'was the least.retaliatien he might
expect, He knew tpat 8%alin could hold him In Russla as

long ag he pleaséd, and that other comrades had been tor=-

tured and killed for less obvious defiance};eg

Sitlow expelled from Party. Gitlow was luoky.
He was demoted from his pogitions ih.thg.?arty and ex-
pelled from the Amerlcan Communist Party.llo . He was held
in Moscow for only two weeks while his punishment was
belng considered by Stalin's inner cirola,lll His Amers
1oan,cibizenshlp;kalong with the current Russlan attempts
to oulti?abejfriendly relations with the,United'States;

lﬁ’ Gitlow T go j*;.

" '__.§: p. 60 ’

108 GitIQW,'T ,‘ _ 'Q£ leir Lives, p. xv
109 Gitlow, » D. 501

110 Gitlaw af T elr Lives, p. xv
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“probably saved him from being 11quiaated.lla
- When Gitlow arrived in Wew York in June, 1929,
he found that the.“ﬂi*x;ﬂgﬂggg and ather Party publioaw
tions were eongemning the Lovestone~Glilow laadarahip
in the most vile terms that could be printed. Every
Party member was required to vote in favqr of the
Address and to have no social contacts with the rene-
gades who had so recently been thelr leaders, They
treated Gitlow with oantempt.llS
A high-salaried job in the G.P.U. was offered
to Gitlow as e bribe, If he had accepted this job it
would have kept him working for the secret polioce in
Latin American countries for a year ot two. He would
have been required Lo keep guiet and stay oubt of the
United Staﬁes,. Even though penniless, Gitlow refused
this bribe, because he knew that it would make him a
slave of the G,P.U. for the rest of his lifa.llu

After being axpelled from

the Communist Party, @itlow and Lovegtone gathersd about

one hundred and fifty of their lkyal followers Into their

own factlonal group, whichimsy called the Communist Party

112 GitloW' ; Confess p. 566
113 Ibid., "o, 568

114 Tﬁiﬁ.. pp. 568-569
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U.8.4, (Majoriﬁy Group). They were commonly oalied
the Loveatoneites.}l5 ‘Their atatus wag ahoub the gsame
ag the Trotskyltes, in that they were ocondemned by the
of ficial Party gsvdounterwrevolutionaries and enemies
of the working class. Their membership was never more
than three hundved and fifty.M10 )

Gitlow reslgned from the Lovestonelites in 1932
when they insisted that Stalin's program‘Waﬁaperfeot.
But he still believed in Communism.*7 He tried to
bring together the Lovestoneites, the,Trdtskyitea; andg
other Communist opposition groups to form a blecﬂin
opposition to Stallin. Hls leadership wes not scoepte
0q 118 |

In 1934 he joined the Socialist Party, only to
find that 1%t waes a convenient battle fleld for the Com-
munists, Tfaﬁskyites*and Lovestoneites, whose fights
left the Sooislist Party impotent, He soon left the
Sooclalist Party. He was getting tired of factional

fights, and he had not been elected to any position of

leadership.llg

Five years had elapsed gince Stalin had ejected

115 Gitlow IC nfess De 571
116 Ibid., 5e 572
1) n.,z..%ﬁiﬁ'u - 575

119 TEI3:! b. 5B0-58
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Gitlow from his high office in the Perty and from the
Party itself. Without the stimulus which lemdership
provides and with time for reflective thinking;'ainlow
| had been eritiocally examining thﬁyprinaiples and prace
- tices of Gommunism.lgo He: found them less to his liking
than during the years of his leadership in the move-
ment., He could not immediately cast asiﬁavhig faith
in Communism as he wguld throw away & worn eﬁﬁshirt,
besauge this faith had become a part of himsalf; having
grown with him from his ohildhoaq. ,When; however; dur-
ing the winter of 19%2 millions of Russisng sba&ved.to
“death, el Giltlow remlized ﬁhét Stalin's brgﬂd of Come

manisih had falled 4o produce a workers'! paradise.

Hitler's vw £0 power. Hitler's rise to J
powsr in Germeny in 1933 further 6panad Gitlow's eyes,
for ha}Wrotez "In smashinp aemocraoy; Hitler smashed ,
my Communist belief that democracy*waa an 111uQian. w122
When Stalin hailed Hitler's dictatorship as a victory
Tor the working claess in that it_prepared them for ]
"3ictatorship of the proletariat,” Gitlow begah to

realize the dangers of dictatarship.133“

120 &1tlow. I¢ , D. 588
121 XIbid., D. 53
lga .y pl

135 %ﬁﬁx. 5. 2588589
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*Qgg@ggigg,ggg,gggglgm; As the gradual process
of awakening from the Communlst dream continued, Gitlow
came to0 the oonclusion that the Communists under Lenin
and Stalln were regponsible for the dQVQlopmsnt of
Fascism in Europe; by setting the example of toteli~
tarianism in Russlae and by making the threat which gave

the exouge for the establishment of Fasoism;;zn He realize

ed that Comnmunism and Faaeiam are very asimiler in their
methods of operabion.lgﬁ Both systems deprived.people
of thelr freedom without giving them the egonomie bene-
fits which had been used as beit in the trap.las ‘.

: Gitlaw finally came %o realize that the Commun
ists in their fanatical zenl had forgotten'ﬁhat men
through the ages had fought for freedom fram tyranny;
for sconomic freedom, and for freedom of expression.
Demooracy hed brough mankind nearer to these freedoms
than an& other system of government had, and hed enabled
men to secure a higher stendard of 1iving es well. The
Communists would case aside this freedom, purchased
at the price of go much blood and paln, to go back to
virtual slavery under the tyrannical yoke of a Red
Dictator, 2T

| :um Gitlaw lm pp. 589~590
dt, - 0""‘
@ %%,. . PP5§9 591

127 Lk ., D. 589




101
VI. GITLOWYS BREAT WITH COMMUNTSM

Gitlow now admitted thet Gummuniam in practice
does not work, 128 It results in a huge, blundering State
monopoloy 129 whioh is unable to feed its paanle,l3°
trsmta.tham with caﬂtamptljl while faataning them in an
intelleootunl streight 3@03@%.132 G1tlow conoludent
“Heonomie seourity snd freedom go hend in hend. Only
through the demooratic processes can bath*ba{aaniavaacd53

G4tlow had beocome en ex-~Communist.
ViI. SUMMARY

There is nothing spectacular abaﬁﬁ‘Givlcw*a b
coming e Communist., He was a vietim of hisg éaviranmant,
born end ralsed in a Sooialist home whers his  parents
looked to revolution for a solubion to their problems,
rether than appreolating the demooratioc aspeots of ﬁheiw
edopted country. The panie of 1893 end the hard times

128 Gitww, I Sonfeas, . %89
_ 17-‘-"3 Dalle sy Do 29

1?3 Ibid., ». gg
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which fo;lawed kept these immigrants ppor and foster-
ed a feeling of economic oppression. Socialism was
their future goal for mankind. Nei ther Gitlow nor _
his parents were well enough acquainted with the his~.
tory of Soolalism to understand its lnherent weake
nesses and 1ts record of rebaated falluresg,

The Rﬁasian.ﬁevolution delighted them.: It made
them feel that the millenium was about to arrive. The
Communism of Lenin appeared 4o be the suoqegﬁful wdy to
bring Socielism to the people. Naturally, yéung Ben
‘wanted to joln this movement and become one of 1ts
leaders; He joined thé'Oommunist Party,ﬁ%éﬁitha.first
opportunity presenﬁed‘itself."Hi&‘&evotion\ue»thé
movement and his ability as a leader enabled him to
work his way to the top in the American Party. |

Gitlow dedicated hls life to the Party. He felt
that he wes orusading for the Sqoialismjwhich_had been
his fondest dream since boyhood. 'Ha*é#jﬁyad the power
and influence which were his as e Gommunist 1eader.
Spurred on by the stimulus of leadershlp, he became
the most devoted Gbmmunist in America. The Party was
‘his only feligion.v More than onoe he Wrote that he

loved Gommunism and would have lald down his life for it.
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In his'bbok, I Confess, he says almost nothing
about his home and the birth of his son. His family
gseems %0 have been of little importence té him when
compared with his complete devotion to Communism. Here
wags a men who was devoting the whole of his life to the
Red dream. ﬁ - :

Then the doubtg and disturbances bggan to oreep
in, 'He 41d not like Stalin's dictatorship, which sought
to englave the minds of tha faithful. He had a low- re-
gard for the &ignity af’1nd1viduals,’aa_évidanaed by
his 1iquiﬁabion‘of intelligént leaders snd their re-
placement with fawning puppets., Gitlow'as trips to Rué~
sia enabla'himlto ses the inoreasing poverty of the
Russien people, Whish indicated that Communism was an
economio Tallure, and that Stalin's boasts of prosperity
in Russla were lies. | | ‘_

These doubts were largely rationalized by Gitlow; |
as evils perhaps necessary to the achievament‘or Soclallism.
If he had not suffered the erowning insult of being de-
posed frum his leadership and expelled from the Party by
Stalin, he would prabébly 56111 be a faithful Communist,
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still rationalizing the indignities and injJustices
suffered by other peoples In ﬁhe*process of removing
Gitlow from the Party, Stalin‘exposed\himself aé an
unmitigated liar and hypocrite. s | _ _

Once out of the whirl of Communist activity,
Gitlow had time to think. Five years of thinking were
required for him to arrive at the conelusion that Com-
munism is a vicious hoaz and a miserablevfailure; while
the deomoratic way of 1life has proven to bérthe begt yot
devised for everyone concerned. Gitlow had finelly be-
come an ex-Communist.  His process of dialllugslionment

haa been ocompleted,
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CHAPTER IV

THE POLITIOAL TMPAGT OF COMMUNISM
ON MAX BASTMAN

I. EASTMAN'S EARLY LIFR AND EDUCATION

ﬁax Forrester Eastnan ceme from a religlous
family. His faﬁhar; his mother and his grandfather ,'
were ministers of the Goapel.l His méther‘Was the
first woman minisber ordained by the Gongregational
Churech in the state of NeW‘York.a Her influenoe over
her flook wag s0 persuagive that she onoce changed tha
denamination of ner church ot Unitarian without the
loss of a mambar.3 Her son, Max, was born on Jenuery
4, 1883, in Ganandaigua, New York.¥ 1n ocommenting
frankly on the event of his birth, Bagtman wrote:
I began'life...as a gioom in a minister's
family. If my mother hed known what I know,
I would never have been born, Nothing more in-
0pparbune...eeuld heve been invented by a malign

delty. g in 81l humblemess, a momentous
catastraphe

‘ﬁteinb@rg, Juléen, Verdigt of Tpgee '

aatman: Max, Stalin's Rugsia and the Crisis
%ﬂ g olalls oover 13

astman, Heroes I s Do
Steinber % Verdict ct f e ﬁe ades, p. 178

Bagtmen, gjoxgen of ;v;ng, pe. x1ii
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‘Bastmsn was educated at Willlams College and
later at Columbia University, where he earned his
Ph.D, in'l910¢6 He taught philosophy at Columbia from
;907‘to 1911.7_.In 1910 he promoted the &én'a League
for Woman Sdffrage»~the first‘organization of its
kind in America.8 | o
Basgtman's wg;p,gn Russia, ;9~g¢lgw;. ’Whenithe
woman~suffrage movement bscame too beme far him, he
beosme a Boolalist and took an aotive part infradieal
politics.? He edited end managed the redical Sooial-
ist megazine, Emh_jg_ggg, which was sucoeeded by
Ihe Liberabor. In 1922 he relinquished the editor~
" ghip of _gﬁ,éiggggggg to make a trip to Russia, where
for two years he stu&iad the ﬁhearetical worka of Marx
and Lenin and observed at first hand how the Revolution
wag working out in practice. He iaarned‘the Russian
lenguege and beaame\péraonally acquainted with many of
the leaders of the Revolubion,*? Believing Trotsky the
. most able of hhesé leaders, Bastman developed a closer

friendship with him than with eny of the others and

6 Steinberg, Yerdict of Three Degades, p. 178

E Eagtman, & ent 9% vin y Do %
btainbarg, Vordict ecades, p. 178

9 ZXastmen, Enjio ent c;\f

10  Eastmen, in' \Rg g;a, cover
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trenglated some of his bqokﬂ“iﬁtbwﬁmglish.ll

Eagtman achleved the fivsﬁ American publication
of Lenin's Téstament;,in’whioh~the dying Lenin denounce
ed Stalin as unfit to lead the Communist Party.l2 In
1925 Bastman published Sinee Lenin Died, containing
the esgence of Lenin's Tegtament. This wag one of the
£irst books in the United States bo present the Paocts

of 3talin’a ruthless siezure of power in»ﬁussia,}3

11. EA&TM%N, ARDENT S80CTALIST
kastman ‘had aooepted the Sooialiat philosaahy

geveral years before the Hussian Revoluhicn ocaurred.ln
In oonsid@ring his progress toward Sooialism, it should
be noted that Eqatman was definitely a orusader, as ine
aicated by the ac£ive part he played in the woman suf-
frage movam@nt.l5 When the guffrage movement had appafw
ently gathered enough'mamenﬁum and popularity to insure
its suoceés, it no longer held a fasgination for Ragte
man, ag he wrote: "The suffrage mavam@nt'was getting |
too fashionable to appeal Ho that in me wnich deglres
to»suffér a 11ttie in some high cause."lE' He feolt the

ll _Eastman; n Y,

E gteéhberg, an, M; 1
agtmen, Eg%gz@gn'
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need for a new end less popular cause to champion;
and he soon found this in Socialigm; which was intro-
duced to him byFIaa Rauh (acnress,‘sculptress, lawyexr
and agitaﬁqr) who soon became Eastman's‘wﬁfé.17 While
riding home with Ida from a oollectivist ainner at which
Morris Hillquit had expounded the Socialist ldeal in cone
vinecl ng terms; Mex commented to Tdas "xtsSeems fine to
work for an ldeal like that; even thoughh&ou'never
achieve it. I:'wouldn't mind calling myself a soclallst
1f T oould be permitted to have doubbs.w8

From this point it was not difficqlt for Ida to
enlist Max as a crusader for Soclalism. He needed a new
caugse and he had found 1t. The next day he began to read
Marx“ggg,Kap;ﬁal and, though he was ﬂisappoinhéd in the
ungclentific mental attitude and the involved and pre=
tentious literéry style of Marx, he liked the idea of
Socialism end decided to call himself a revclﬁtionary
soaialist.lg Léter he admitted that his attitude in tak-
ing this revolutionary position hed little to do with loge
1c,20 To & young man in love and looking for a ocause to
support, emotion rather than loglc often determinea a

ehoiee of action.

1g Eaatman, Enjoyment of _gxzns pp. 302-303
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Eastmen's hastily chosen crusade for HSoclallism
filled a vacum In his emotional meke up. His parents
end one grandfather had satisfled thelr urge %o orusade
by being‘ministérs of the Gospel. Max Eastman felt a
glmller urge, but since he had forsaken religion this
avenue of expression was cloged to him.21 'Hiévpoeﬁry
1ndicates hishemotimnal nature end his 1rr®praasible -
desire to express his feelings in the written word.
His acoount of his marriage anavhoneymcqn trip with -
Yda further indicates that he was en emotlonasl oreature,
rebellious toward conven t4 on .22 |

JAbout slx monbhs before his marriége,»mastman
lost his mother whom he had admired end loved sincerely
and devotedly. His mother and he had been kindred blithe
apirits, inspiring each other andkforming‘a mutual admire
ation soeietya23 Her death left a vacum in hls being
whieh was not f£illed by his marriege to Ide, in whom he
was a little disappointed, due to her "heaviness of
spirit" end her relu@tanoevto glve him,aﬁy praise or

expressions of apprecimtion such as he had been accus-

tomed to recelving in his own familygg%

21 Eastman, Enjoyment of Ltvigg, pp. 12-13%
: ﬁ Db _335-319
2 .: p..3 2. See also p. 366
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His orusade for Soclalism gseemed to £ill this
vaoum in his 1ife. It gave purpose end peint to his
axistence and satisféction to the "inner man" Just as
religion does in the lives of many other\paopl@.as As
Eaptman expressed 1t: "...it 18 certein that many of
nis (Marx's) followers derive from this philesophy a
support not unllike that derived by the pious from their
God., “26
It is true that Bastmen did not accept Marx's
philosophy aomplataly; but he did accept the revolu-
tlonary socialism wnién is ancoﬁsidarable part of it. .
And this orusade for revolutionary sceiaiism gserved ag
a substitute for religion in the life of Mex Eastman.
At the seme time it gave him an opportunity to influence
others by using hls superior ability as a writer. As
his weapon in this new crusade, Rastman used Qghtﬁggggg,
a ravolutianary monthly magazina‘whiehthe edited and
managed from 1913 until December, 1917, when it was
suppressed by the government for opposing World Wer I.
In 1918 Bastmen founded The Liberator, which he edited
until 1922,?7“.Referring to The Magses, Eastman wrote:

25 THastman, nt ef Li ing, p. 355
26 Eagtman, 8 It ce? p. 65

27 Easﬁman, sta in g | gsga, Sover
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Our magazine provi&aa Tor the first time in
America, a meeting plaee for revolutlonary labor
and the radical intelligentsla., It acquired, in
spite of éts gay laughter, the character of a
crusade. ' . - :

IIX. EASTMA&, FELLON-%RAVELEH

N Aftar five years of cruaading as a “revolutionary
socialist " Eagtman was ripe to rejolce 1n the ooming of
the Russian Revolution under Lenin'sa leaderahip. In the
first issue of The Liberator Eastman wrote:

Never was the moment more auspiclous to lssue

a great megazine of libverty. With the Russlan

people in the lesad, the world is entering upon

the experiment of 1nduatcial and real demoeracyee.

America has extended her haud to, the Rusaians.

She will follow in their Pﬂth'o!
Here was the Revolutlion whioch Eastmen hoped and be=- -
lieved would bring about the fulfiliment of his Soo-
falist dream.‘_ﬁe gave it his full edinorial support,
and thus became one of the first "fellow-travelers" in
the United States. His expectations are indlcated in
hig Liberator edlitibrial:

On this day January 20 (1918)...Lenin has
suspended and dismissed the democratic parlia-
ment,..and declared Russia to be a Soclalist
republic....Thus comes into motual exlstence
that "indusbrial pavliiament"~--the crowning and
extrems hope of the Sociallst dreem-theory.30

In the April issue Eastman proudly announced;

28 Bastman E 1o L;v%g%, pe 409
29 Eastman ;L erggg_g %o . o 1, Max'oh l918,p 3
3 Ibid., P

T TR TR T T R TR R T W TR T e R Y ATF O R A T T TR

R R




12

"In the next issue John Reed will ocontinue his gtories
of theyBolaheviki and,ﬁheir»ﬁevmlutianary‘anhi@Vﬂmﬂnﬁa;
;n,mnigngggixggg nggﬁ."al More than a year later
Eastmen was 3till jobllant in his attltude toward the
Revolution, He»cavered g whole page of Qggvggnggtor;
in type three-eighths of an inch high, withyﬁhe state=
ment: FROM THE CROWN OF MY HEAD T0 THE SOLES OF MY
FEET I AM BOLSHEVIK, AND PROUD OF IT. THE DAY OF THE
PROPLE HAS COME! HUGENG V DEBS"” S

- Bastman's position was clear to Lhcsa-who read
The Liverator. He had become a fallaw~travel@r, and he
csontinued to be ana far\many yeavrs, As iaté as 19%4
he was stlll praising the Russian\sécialiaﬁ axPeriment;
though‘atvthe same:time'he'realized-and‘wrat& of 1ts
faults and shortcomings, foremost of vhich was a con-

centration of power in the hands mf"ﬁtalin@33

IV. CHANGE FROM FELLOW*TRAVELER TO ENEMY OoF
GOMMUNISM. REASONS FOR GHANGE

Ag Eastman read the eye-witness accounts of the
Russian experiment wrltten by peopla who beliseved in
the aooialiat~1ﬁeal,.he found less to be admired and

31 Eaahman, Ligarator April 1918 Do 3

2 id., May, LO1 ‘
%3 Eastman,’8%a;Zg?§ uggg;g Pp. 19-20

$

S T T T R




113
more to be deplored. Some of these books whioh he

mentions are:

Bmith, Andrew, L Yas a “gzig“.iggégg.
Beal, Tred E., gxalegargan Joggggz
'Souvarine, Boria, §3g;1g;

Serge, Vietor, Ruzgia Twenty earg A;g r;
Trotsky, Leon Revoluti or

P %%%Maxv astman, |
Lyons, Eusene. Asstanment in Ubopte. 5

As the evidence unfavarabla te Gommunism 1ncreasad

Bagtman beaame convinced ‘that’ Oommnniam,was unsound
in theory and that it had failed in practice.

‘ Sommunism defective in theory: Marx. Hestmen
found the theories of Karl Marx unsolentific. The
"dielectio" eystem of thinking by which Marx conceived
his theorlies is in itself unscientific.’? ' This
diaslectio system involves intellectual cenvarsation '
or aebate, by several people or within one's own mind
to ﬁaterm;ne the truth by grgument and by discarding
those elements which cannot he‘legiaélly defended.3®
Or; in other wprds;‘dialactic is tﬁavprocess of trying

to arrive at true knowledge from ideas "spun out of a -

3& Eaabman Stelin's Russia, P. 179

%2 Eastman, Artists iiﬁ??%fgr%’ pp. 175-176

Eastman Marxism

gygazag, trenslated
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man's head" (or out of savaral‘man’s'heads).37‘ 16

is not necessarily baged on soiantifia‘axperimen?s

or facts snd hence 1ts conclusions may be untrue,

like the product of that peculiar animal the fiotion-
writar;»whcse tale comes out of his head, Such a think-
ing process is‘n@t solentific, for it iéwbaéed on dispu-
tatlon rather than in vestigation. Bub to a true Mar e
iat;‘&ialegtia is the "leader in all‘knGW1é§ge“ and

of soclence as well. ‘It ia tha,gg;x sdi@ntific nethod
for arriving at truth, ‘Obviously the Merxists aren
aeluding themselves. Madern:soiantific meanskof ar-
riving at truth have rendered the dialectic method
obsolate.33 |

| - hAotually the dlalectic system of arriving at
6¢$Qluaions by arguing them in one's own mind permits

2 men to ﬁalk himself into any faﬁéiful»nation that’ha
wish@s'ﬁo believe. Marx; in hig ponaerbus.Writinga.’
succeeded in convineing himself that the wbrlﬂ is prow
gr@ssing inaviﬁably plong the path which he wen ted it
to travel#»from the lower to the higher, toward the
dictétorahip of the ?ioletariat and the ideel socleby.
He thus identified himself with the divine order of

Eastmanf‘Margisﬁ‘ Is 1t ﬁgiance?;p. 35
M‘.o i’)' 3 ' ’ ‘
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things ordeined by his economic Cod, fashioned by
himself. He is therefore the prophet of this economle
God end cannot err in hls thinking. Sueh a system or
rationalizing by th@‘dialecﬁig process ig "religlous——
in the truest sense of the term."39 | |

e By patient use of the dialesoctic method, any
fanatlic aeu;d invoke divine sanctlon for any pet -
notion he might heppen to have. By the uSgléf thig
dialectic method of thinking, Marx spun ouﬁ his fam-
ous thaexy; which may be briefly summerized as follows:
humen soclety ls characterized by the class struggle of

the proletarizat versus the capitalists. Thils struggle

i destined to result in a higher form of human relatione

ships as foreseen by socialists. Development of techw
niqueg of production will inewltably result in seizurg
of power by the waxk@ra, expropriation of capitalista,
andusoqiaiizatiQm of the means of production and dlatri-
bution. A "d&lotatorghilp of the proletariat™ will rule
temporarily, but this dictatorship and the state itself
will ﬂwithai away" ag the naw and.higher form of life
results from éocializatipn. This higher form of life

will be a "soclety of the free‘andequal"fin which

39 Bastmen, Artist in Uniform, p. 198
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labor will be contributed "from each acoording to his
ability," end the produsts of labor will be distributed
"to each according to his needs., "0

Eastman contends that there is ne prbof whate
ever for Marx's’olaim that the world is inevitably
evolving toward a higher form of human gociety, and
that such an idee, based only on Marx's deaira$, is
"a grandiose delusion," which will be deatroyed by
the fellure of the Revolution in Russia, mastman
wrote! v, ,.Marx's system as a whole will ‘be aet down
as wiah~fulfillment thinking in a form as cruda and
antiquated as it is inganioua."ul Marx's athempt to
prove that the world is ohanging ltgels acomrding to
hig personal plan is denounced by Eaatman a8 "meta~
phyaioal'hokumﬂ and again as "orass supenstihion."na'

It is a sﬁperstitian of a profane raligious nature in
which the will of Marx replaces the will of God.u3

While defending his ideas as sciantifie, Marx is actuw
ally promoting a Godless religion, "He (Marx) abandoned
the Economic Man because he had an Econqmic God~~the selfw

active Dialeotic Development of the Forces of Productioneswho

RiTy Eastman tglig gsazg pp. 165-170
See algo Eastman, Marx ;g‘;g cience? p. 24

41 Eastman, Talint s gia, p. 107

42 Ipid.; pp. 183 and 201
43 Tbid., p. L74
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was far more rellable for ideologlcal purposes..."
Apd to both Marx end Eastman, the term "ideology,"
freely translated 1nto.Amariden,'maans "appleaauee;"“5
Merxist ideas thaet the ocourse of human hiastory
is determined inevitably end solely by the devalopment
of the techniques of production are further labeled as
"pure theological beloney"™ by Easﬁmans”s He labels as
"fagbastic" tne Marxian prediction of the “wltharing
away of the stat@."u7
- If thereis a nmore prepaaterous notion in ’
the historg of religion than that of the "soienti-
Tio socialists" that when the gigantic mechenism
of a conoentrated capitalist industry is taken
over by a proletarisn state, end the attempt made-
to operate it on a basis of revolutionary Justioe,

the state will immediately "d&g away," I do not
know where it 18 to be found

An intelligent glance at the record will 1ndi~
cate that; while the Jeffersonian ideal of as 1i£ﬁlé |
' gévernment ag pogaible might work out in a simple
agrarian sooiety, the 1ndust?&iization‘uf a duuﬁtry
with its naturally more complax'aconomic,igatitutionsA
will require greatly inoreased go&ernmantal régulaﬁien
to protect the rights end property of everyone con~

cerned. And yet, Marx would have the most complex

&h Eaatman Marx sm, ;g’It 8 ence? pp. 125«126
Bastmen, Stalin's Rugsia, ps 10

ﬁ. pQ *19
ug %& P, 190
oy Da 191
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economie scheme, the combined monopoly of all the
nation's productive fqrees; administered by a gtate
which had "died away“ and no longer axiﬁtadiv Pre-.
pogterous to say the least. "9 Alsa, it tha shata
withered away, wha would explolt each wcrkar 0]
produce "acocording to his ebility" when his com=

pensation would be paid "acoording t0‘his né§d"?5°‘-3*

Here is a new system of exploiting the able workers
1n;erdar to previ&e squally for the needs of the
olumsy, the sbupid the ignorant, and the unfit.
Morons with lerge famllies would be paid more than
manager of industries with smell femilles. It
would teke a powerful state to enforce such exe
ploitation as thiaﬁl

Marxism, with its zealous bellef that the
annomio God will inevitably push the world along
the route to an earthly paradise as indicated on
Marx's road~map; and that this_knuwledga'distinu
gulshes Marxists frqm their oppenénﬁs; "does beget
bigqtry; brutality and A peculiarly serene cynic-
ism.?sa It equips Marxist statesmen with a selfw
righteous conceit in the belief that they ¢an do

g Eaaﬁm&n Stal Rgﬂgl&‘ pp. 191-192

50 Eastnan, ...%x.&ﬁ Ty ‘the M of
RevoluBiogE p. 129 's Rusela, 92 ,

1 agtman §tglig g Pe L

52 Ibid., p. 202
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nO'wrong;:sinee they are the right-hand men of the
Economio God. »This‘Marxism with 1its religious zeal
is one of the main causes of the unpreﬁadantad ’
gavegery and all prevading hypoerisy of Sﬁaiin'
Party*mﬂunparall@llad by enything in the hisbory
of.revolufions." ALl their excesses are sanctioned
by Marxism,??

- mggfgctyg ;_g eagx enj._n. Having
realized the fallacies inherent in Marx's 1deology,

Easﬁman examined Lenin's theariea and found them also
defeotive, Although Lenin, the diseciple, tried to
substitute. ”évacientific revolutionary attitude" for
the "metaphysieal soclalism” of Marx, the prophetb,
Lenin's faith in the dialeotic philoaophy ag sat
fa:th_by Marx was"atill strong enough to influence
‘his thinking in such a disastrous manner as to rene
der his whole system t:mﬁteau'm?abil.s.5"L

Lanin's mystio falth that as the leader of the

working class in the struggle for power he was oarrying

the banner of the Hconomlc God toward the divinely do-
qreed emancipation of the workers, produced his in-

tolerance toward other groups of workers who opposed

53 Laatman, Stelin's R ss B, Do 203
54  Bagtmen, Maggigm % Solence? Pp. 21516
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his policies.?? Lenin believed that "in the inner
essence of things he was the working class." Thils
belief enebled him to order the destruection of the
workers, soldlers and sallors atb Kronstadt; merely
beceuse they oﬁpoged‘some of ‘his policiesQﬁGV_As
Lonin stated hﬁs phllosophy: "The worl& is ah.Ordared
movement matter, and our knowledge, belng the highest
product of Natuve, ig able only to refleat that move=
ment 7 Any men who would regard hig qwn knﬂwledge
ag go infallibly in Hune with the universe is dasefv~
ing of Eaatman'a'criticiﬁm:‘"ﬂe (Lenin) is not angagéa
in scientific investigation, but 16 reationalizing his
mobivea."58 Lenin uged the dialectio philosophy in
"syinning ideas out of hig head," noﬁ{to determine
the truthé based on facts or experimanﬁs;,buhte
Qoﬁviu¢e himself thet his action was bound to sucoeed
and‘tq'promatekthe suocess of his action by 1ndueiﬁgv
others to follow him, As sudh his efforts bo philoso-
phize were merely emotionalived ratidnalizatianuupron
moting the "wish-fulfillment of the human heart.">9

Eastman, | 'g *ghggg PD. 218~219
FE

stman M__mg Mm_x_ﬁ_ Solence of

Revolgtigﬁ, Do 17
50 BEastman, Agt1§§§ in n;fcxm p. 190

59 M'o I"
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‘His ruthless crushing of working olass groups
which differed with his own group is evidence of this
conceited‘bigbﬁry; baged on his conviebion that his
mission was divinely sanctl oned by the Feonomic God.
This seame ghate of mind, true to Marx'and"Lenin, is
exenplified by Bukherin's statement, made;to*rationw
alize some of the eariy megsacres aommihbad under
8talin's regime: "We must be'ruﬁhless beoause the
gword of history is in our hanﬁ;"GQ-”xt.was_only
oﬁe step from Lenin's ruthless policiéﬁ-to ﬁhéme
lager followed by Stelin,Ol Lenin's unsound theorete
ical beliefs formed the background for his own abuse
of power end set the example vhioh Stelin followed to
it ultimate eoholusian.62 _

Further peving the way for Stelint's abus@s;
Lenin expounded the Marxian theory that the "and jus-
tifies the means." In order to achieve in the end
"an gbgglgﬁelxlblesssd social life," Lenin believed
that ﬁhevuse of any means, no matter how foul, was
thoroughly justified, and that he could, without en-
dengering the objective, discard those rules of moral
conﬁuet which'haye enabled human society to meke what-

63

ever progress has been made in the past,

60 nas%man, Stglin'g gss;g p. 203

(] pp.
0 . %¥§n1&1%16alway93p§ih what power ghgy
ave Lo t a mit. orr o B E; ements of Demo-
gratioc Government, p. 2 y, ’
3 Bastmen, gg;;g Rusgla, pp. 232-233
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- Lenin stated: "We repgﬁiate ell morallity
that proceeds from supernabural ldeas, or ideas | :
thst transcsnﬂ ¢lasy ooncapbians.“ The real‘meané
1ng of this statement is that “our garty iu ahova
moral judg @m@nb."ﬁh By establishing sucn theoreti~
¢al ccneepbs, Lenin made 14 possible for\auyone in
power thoroughly to abuse and increase that power
vi thout violating the prinoiples of Marxism;" in
fact, Marx, the prophet, end Lenin, his disoiple, | =
had set up a theoretlical sysitem which was the pers
fect vehicle for the use of a dictator on his way
to power. ‘5 Marx' and Lenin's theories callead for
a ¢uncentra§ion.of all power in the sbate, by nee
tionalizatian»df‘the meang of production, then ime
bued the Leaders of the state with a‘bigdted'sengé
of‘sglﬂ;rignteouwnesa end intolerance for others,
and gave b§em licenge to violate all moral codes in
- theirﬁ¢9nauct of the government. |

~Although Bastman reslized many of these theor- =
eblcnl weaknesses as early as 1926, when he published
his Merx, Lenin, snd the Science of Revolution, his
falth in the success of the Hevolution was not shat-
tered until later when he lesrned that Communism had
failed in practice. |

64 Bastmen, Stalin's Rugsla, pp. 232-233
65 Ibid., pp. 253-236 |
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- Sommunism falled in practioce. Gradually and
Aieluctantly, Fastmen cesme to feel thet the Russian
Gammunist’exp&rimant; which he hed suppoyted since
Lenin's seizure of power, had failed in practice. This
fallure beoame'more obvious to Bastmen with each year
of Stalin's daapébie rule. The expeeted benefits of
the sooislist state in the fields of cultrual advancement
political freedom, and economio betbterment falled to
appear, while thelr antitheseﬂvware in glaring evidence.
Sultundl failure. Oultural advanoeménﬁ. initi-
ated under Lenin and Trotsky, was stifled and erushed
by Btelin., This became peinfully evident to Eastman
in 1934 when he wrote an article praising the Russian
dulbural progress in the areas of education, prison
refdrm;'public health and aanitation; women's'rights;
family relationships, blrth control, rightgsof national

ninorities, and administration of Justiee. In reade-
ing hheae-woras of praise to a few of his friends
Eastman realized that he could not publish the artide,
for even as he wrote the benefits mentioned had been

rapidly disappearing.67 Stalin wes firmly in the saddle

66 Bestman, g;;gg gggig oL
67 ﬁzgf?np. 20 P 9
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and was driving out these esrlier reforms. In education
he ordered reversion Lo traditional Uzariet methods with
his "Decrse on Academio Reform" in 1935. Women's rights

were taken away by official decrees in 1935 and 1936,
Abortlon was deolared oriminal and the ocost of divorce
madé-gronibxtive 0 the masaaa,éa | |
B Tﬁ@lirom'eurtain cloged down %0 1mpris§n the
Russians., Stalin declared ssospe over the bar&er-er
ﬁuﬁs&ﬁ aguivalent to treason and puniﬁhable‘ﬁy shoot-
ing end oonfisoation of propersty. If a soldier should
leave Rugsia without permiﬁa&an; ¢ll the adults in hie
family:wara lieble to exile in Siberiawe-whether they
knew of the soldier’s intent to desert or nobaég Pri-
vate oltizens were prohibited from traveling abroad
anq wara afrald to oonverse with foreign visttors. 0

Thie resulted in the oulturel isolation of Russia

whidh wag necessary in order to propagahdiaﬁ the people
with 1ies about their own mexits and benefits end about

the desperate conditions under which the outside world
wasg supposed to be suff@ring.7l

In Bastmen®s book, Artists in Uniform, he tells
the pathetlc story of Stalin's bigotry snd brutality

68 Bastman, Stalin's Rusgis, pp. 21-24

69 Ibid.; p. o7
vy DPe 8
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in foreing writers end poets to prostitute thelr art
to serve as propaganda for Stalin's rag“me, under
the control end guidance of Stalin's political bureau=
0rats.72 'Public evidenace of this pracess-of foroing
ertists inté the "intelléotual straight-Jjacket" was ,
provided by the Kharkov Gongress of artists and authors,
meeting in 1930; under the suparvisiOn of one of Stalin's
henohmen named Anerbaock (Whose own writings éhowed no
hing of éraativa'ability).73' Here the assembled artists
were obliged to agree that "art is a claéa weapcm."'flt
They would abandon "individualism™ and acoept the regi
mentation foroed on them by the Communist Party.75 The
result of this stifling diseiplinalaf artists was that
for several years thereafter the "ohief events in litera-
ture were silenoaa of prose writers and suiecldes of
poets."T® Fagtman, a writer and poet himself, was
deeply offended by thié brutal regimentation,

‘Economic fallure. Eastman found that economic
exploitation in Stalin's Russia was worse than under

Ozarist rule. Instead of establishing a "olassless

soclety," according to goclaliast standardg, Stelin hed

72 Hast Artiat gifor s De
7; %ﬁngp' 78 i . |

7g Ibid., p. %6
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set up new classes to benefit by the explolitation of
the workers.!| These new classes inoluded the over-
aaers; Stakhanovist pace-setters, speolallists, bureau-
orats; labor and colleotive farm aristoorats, and
officials of the secret polioea78‘ The'iﬁcema of these
new sxploiters wes sometimes as much as elghty or a
hundred times the income of an unskilled Wurker,79
These new Qlasses of Soviet plutoorats wére'also given
the opportunity to invest their savings in government
bonds paying seven per cent or to deposit tham'in-‘
government banks at elght per cent inharasﬁ; without

being subject to inoome taxy or inheritance %éx.so Here

was capitalist exploitation eet'up &8 a sop for Stalin's

favorites, at a muoh more favorable vate of interest
than prevalled in the scorned capitallist countries.

" In contrast to these favored classes at the top
~of the Soviet seale were the despised end exploited
clasgsaes at thg bottom. The more prosperous peasants;'
called "kulaks," aroused Stalin's ire by their desire
to remain on their own farms Guring the period of cole
lactiviZatioﬁ of'farming.A‘Whereupcn Staiin announ ¢ed
the siogap “démanding" l1qﬁidatig§ of the Kulaks &ﬁ‘a

’7"'Eastman; Stalin' ﬁggggg; Do 36
g9 bid., pe U3
0 . b; d‘é‘, pt ,“'5

S e

L T TSR TR R R




121
olass.al Théae more industrious and intelligent farmers
(the ¥ulaks) were foroibly shipped to Siberia in cattle
carg, while the rest of the farmers were forced into
collective farme before the mach inery needed rér colleo~
tive farming had been mﬂnufaetured.az This brutael
liquidation of'tha better farmers and acliaotivizatian
of most of the remainder disrupted quiét‘agrieultura;_
and was largely responsible for the famine of 1932~33,85

Eaptman wrote about this femines; =
Stalin gat calmly in the Kremlin while som@
four to six million peasants, men, women and
children, starved slowly to death baoause they
d4id not approve of his policies snd beosuse he
TR1a up the foretgn credls of the country.Or
To Eastman, Stalin's liquidation of the kulaks proved
that he was tharoughly disloyal to the principles of
S@aimlism, ﬁhat he had established himself as en alle
powerful dictater wi#hout any regard for the welfare
of the people, and that his brutality and exploitation
of the people_were worsé than anything found either in

Czerist Russia or in the cepitalist countriea.85

Another form of economic exploitation which

81 Lyons, Stalin, Czar of A1l The Russias, p.187
82 Eastman, Sta, ggsig Ppe 43

85 i%%z:: %s,ai@..m
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Bastman deplored was that of foréea labor or slave
labor as cammoﬁly practiced in the Soviet‘vnien.ss
One of the mast‘valuable contributions to th@ liter«
ature on this early period of slave labor in the Soviet
Union (1930-1935) is Professor Vladimir Tohernavin's
book, I Spesk for the Silent (1935).57 Tohernavin, as
organizer of forced lebor in the fishing industry, in-
diocates that the profits wexé huga; dus o negligible
axpense fﬁr capital goods (mll work wes done by hand
with primitive equipmenﬁ); no labor cost exeept for
the barest minimum of cheap food. The G.P.U. {secret
police) in charge of the fishing industry could &lwayé
find'a‘ready_mérket for 1ta gaods; since no buyer dared
\resiét a G.P.U, a&lesman; even though th9,mark~up on
their goods was two or three hundrad per cehn'or mora.88
Bagtmen summerized the economic faeilure of Come
munism vhen he wrote! , _
«+.0n00 more the toiling messes have taken
arma and fought upon the bharriocades and died for
equal liberty, snd once more they have received

for their*pains%a,neW“ggd more efficlent system
of ¢lass exploltation.®y -

86 Eagtmen, Stalin's Rggg%a, p. 87 -

8& Steinberg, Verdiot of Three Decades, p. 257

88 - Tehernavin, Wigdimir "§lave Labor and Big
Businesa,” printed in Verdiot of Three Decades, edited
Steinberg, p. 268 T ' '

89 ZEastman, Stelin's Rugsia, p. 50
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‘Stalin's remofselass exploitation of the Russian people
had oconvinced Eastman that Communiem hed failed in
practice to achieve the economic benefits saughb by

the Socialists.

gggiggggL,xgi;ggg. Stalin's political tyranny
also negated the promises of Sociallsm. Eastmen wrote
that the Socialist program promiges economio democracy,
in which the working class oontrols the state, takes
over the land and instrumente of production, -end ep-
tablishes a system of free cooperation whiéh replaces
the wege system of olass explbitatien.9° 'Saeialisg
pbbmisas more‘real demccraoy; a ?olassless sooieﬁy,"
a "soclety of the free end aqual."gl As a sincere

Soeielist for many yesrs, Bastmen had believed these

promises and had worked towards thelr fulfillment. He

looked to Russia to show the world that fulfillment.
Inst@ad; he found that Ruasia; under Stalin;}failed‘to
achieve éﬁy one of these promises.

Bastman soon concluded bhab‘Stalin was not the
right man to take Lenin's place in leading Russias to-
ward Socialism.} Lenin's Teptament made a very clear

demand for Stelin's Temoval as secretary of the Party

90 FEastmen, Stalin's Russla, p. 150
91 Ibid., p. 152 ' |
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on the ground that he had oconcentrated too much power

in his hends and thet his character was "too brutal."9?

He had too mudhfof”eaprice and not enough of loyalty.93

By conﬁraat; Lonin praised Trotsky as a "devoted reve
olutionist" and as the eblest and greatest member of the
Gentral Committes.9* Trotsky elso had the support of the
majority of the Party, and would have been eleoted as
seeretgry of the ?arty ir &ByﬁleﬁtiGH had 5een held.95
Stalin, Zinqviev; and Kemenev, belng 1n-p0wer~when Lenin
digd; prevented such an election.96 Bastmen felt that
Btelin's main objectives as ruler of Buséia were increas-
ing his personal power and v_ga‘tting ‘revengef on his eném‘ise;w
while fulfillment of the promiaag,of Soclalism seemed never
to enter his mindQ Eaatgan'was shooked to find that
Stelin's counter-revolution killed many of the,moat'comn
petent people in Russia, In such a backward\eaunbrx, whioh
sorely needs peopls of ability and intalleos, 8talin's
"liquidétiona"‘and_"purges” héve baan a great and perma-

nent detriment, Eastmen wrote: "He (Stalin) has reversed

92 Eastmen, S;gee % g%g 1 p. 29
Eastmani, talinta
Eastman S , Lenln Died, pp. 30«31

astman, Sta Russia, p. 67 (Eastman wrote

Stalin has a "passionataly vindietive oharacter.")
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Napoleon's maxim: *Careers are open to all men of .
talent.' The plaoe for men of talent 1n*Rusaia;'ganer-
ally spaaking, 45 the bloodstained oallar of the Lube
fanke prison. "98

ta;in' oounter-revolution. Stalin's obvious

eontempt for the prinoiples of Soclalism and. qumunism,

as shown in the persecution of specific classes of people,

would have been enough %o convinoe Eastman that Gommuniam
haed failed in Rugsia, Bubt 3talin 8 oountermrevalution to
aanaolidate bhds: absolute power by killing all of Lenin's
lieutenants convinced Eastman beyond the shedow of doubt
that the failure of the Revolution was complete. Hastmed
wrote of this: "His (Stalin's) counter revolution has
been the bloodiest in all history,...he has put to death
more sincere end loyeal partywmilitantsvthan ever dled be
fore with the death of & revolutlon."99

Purge of the old revolutlonlsts. The part of this
purge whieh most effeotively turned Eastman egeinst Oom-
munism was the shemeful murder of his friends and asso-

oiates, the old revolutionista. During the two years he

"~ gpent in Rusaia (19324192&) Eastman oame t0 know personsily

98 Eastman, Stalin's Rus gg p. 88
99 Ibid., p. 52




| 132
many of the old Bolsheviki vho were later forced to
"oonfess" in the Moscow trials of 1936-38. Eastman
knew these maﬁ”as trusted co~workers of'Lenin who were
ag true to the Revolution as any human baings eould be,
They were nen whom Eaatman considered far superior to

Stelin in intelleqt,iintegrity, and motivgtien,loo

Dup -~
ing the purge these men were foroed %o mak@¢abhfessions
An whiech they:weralevmpellad o gtate thét thay were the
QQunhar~revolutionis%s; motivated by "gheer spitefulness"
and "thirast for power," (Stalin's own motives). They were
foroed to admlt spreading dlsease germS»in the Red Army
and hearing aawn the industries of Russia. They admitted
being depraved oriminal end degenerate traitora to the
working class and the Party.lgl It was obvious to Easte
man that Stalin was manipulating them to confess to his
own orimes, making them his saapegoats.loav
Easbxﬁmn hfa;d’ mé.ny WOrds of praise for these unfore
_tunate men. He wrote about Serebriakov: A stronger
hearted, honester; and braver man I navar‘knaw." Muralov
was & hero to Eastman and to the Russians as well--a big
man, physically and morally, one of the best-loved of all

the eld»ravelutionists. Pitiakov was a highly 1nballactua1

100 Eastman, S alin's Russle, pp. 55-58
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gehtlemah wiﬁh'a thinking mind=-"...a fine, loyal and
hdmane cnafaotér.;;who repfesented...the highest intel.
lectual oulture to he found in:thé Boiahevik party,ﬁ1G3
Lenin, in his'iﬁgﬁggggg;’gave‘unqualifiedfpraiaeta" '
Pitiakov as one of the ‘two mos't promising of ‘the younger

Bolsheviks. (The other was Bukharin, whem Laﬁin praiaad

“in a qualified manner). 104 Another splendid man was

Budu Mdvani, loved by Lenin, Trotsky, Eastman, and all
“others who knew him~~exoept Stalin. He was “eﬁe of the
gorgeous paople of the earbh... “prinee 1f there ever
was one,"05 Bukharin, while not as intalleetual as gome
of the others, was a gensitive and talanted'man who had
daveted hia‘enﬁire 1ife to patient labor for the ideals
of socialiqm.los Bastman élso ‘knew and like'SoasnaVaky;
Pravda @ chief feature writer undar ‘Lenin, end admired
him greatlv for his superior courage and mental staﬁure.1°7
xn Fastman g8 cpinion these men were all aturay and high~
minded men, "Zhe bealb men of gg,ggggh,"lea All of them
and many more were killed by Stalin In hig counterorevn |

elutionary purge. "For every one of the old Bolshevik

, '1%2 Tastnan, @.muu...aa;_ p. 56
" 10% Eestmen, Since Lenin Died, p. 30
' 103 %gsbmﬂn, Stalin's ﬁgggiﬁr pp. 56-57
.y De o .

d., DPe 5 -58
10 d.; Pe a?ﬂ
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leaders who "gonfessed", one hundred were shot behind
cloged doOfﬂ-l°9v~Eugane Lyons estimmtes the total num-
ber killed in the purgé at 40,000 tq“50,900.11° Thus
3talin congolidated his own dictatorship, pubtting the
fear of torture, disgrace and death 1nto the hearts of
the leaders who were lefi. 11

Eamtman does not; stress Stalin's liquidating
)O 000 of the highest offlicers ln the Red Army in his

purge~-about two-thirds of those 1n the high@r,afficars'
Jia

oorps,”“" These men were strengers to Bastman and their

deaths merely made statistles, but the death-with~dis-
honor of his friends éﬁd assoclates turned him forever
agalngt Gemmunism. The stetigtlos dld shock him, He
aQQusaﬂ S%alin of killing as‘many peop1e ag diaa_in
World War I;~and placed him beside Genghis Khan as one
of the greatest mass killers in all hisgtory.l13 SQ; by .
this bloody m@anﬁ; Eastman wag convincsd th&t'ﬁt&lin’a
political tyranny had negated the promises of Soclalism
and that this wes conclusive evidence that Communism

had failled in practlos,

109 Eastmon, Stolin's Eggﬁga, ps» 69
110 Lyons Eugene, Stallin, Czar of QLL.EE_
_Rugsiag, p. 235 e

111 Zagtman, 8 e E“"ﬁ”g* 8 Ruaa;ag p. 234
8 ~Eﬁ~n2 ﬁﬂ&ﬁ P

112 Lyons, &ta’;f7
113 Faqtman, Sta.
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- Ve GOMMUNISM BEGETE TOTALITARIANISM -

. After observing the failura of ths Russian
experiment in Gommunism, Fastman bonolu&ed that Gom~

muniam begets tctaliharianism,llu The preomsa of

taking the wealth-proﬁuaing eapiﬁal away from thoae
eitizens who hed 1aberiously arganized it ané proven
their ability to make it produce auooaasfully ine . ) R
eompab**ive eoonony, and plecing this wealth preducing SR I '
capital at the diaposal of tha politicians who ran the | :
governmeﬂt had deprived tha eitizens of their wealth | o
end power, had coneent:ahea all wealth and power 1n the
hends of those palitiaians, and had reduced éil other z
ciﬁicmens to the status of hired help. Then the State ' | %
owned ell the jobs, all the waalt’h; all farms'; feotories, t
mi;ls;‘mines;iand businasa'enterpriseé as wé;l as all

services avallable in the nation. The all-powerful State
thus pxaduoed is lord and master of the nation and all its
people, even as_the‘feudal lord of the manor was the all-
péwgrful‘diétator in his own domaln. Such a complete mon-

opoly over every phase of the nation's 1ife‘plaaea far too

114 EBestman, Stalin's Russis, pp. 159-160




o | | | 136
much power in the hamds of the politiclans who run

the 8tate.  Bven though the State may be ~democratio

when 1t firat gathers all this pewar unto itaelf, it

will not long remain 80, One of two thingd will hap~
pent elther the Dolibieians 1n power will become cor-
rupted and drunk with power, or they will eventually

be replaced by tyfanta whose thirst for power ilmpells
them to get control of the state‘hy falr ﬁaans or foult1d

Honest end intelligent men will hesitate, as Trotsky did,

t0 bteke the top position of power in the State becausge
they realiza that no man 1s capable of suecéﬁafully op=
erating such a huge, complex and all»inciﬁaiv& monopoly,
while ghrewd and orafty politicians, suoch es Stalin,

wl thout the int@lli@ence,t6~realize elther their own
11m1tation§ or the unprecadented compiexity of the d&hias
involvad in adminﬁétaring the affairs of the Gmnipctant '
atate, will use every means to seize the powar whioh they
crave. The a11~embracﬂnp monopoly of the soocislized or
nationalized economy is the perfeot invitation for the

deapot to Jump into the saddla and take the reins. Nat-

urallv, he will make mistekes, for only an omnisolent

115 Hdstman, Stalln's Russia, p.-187 
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Gtod ocould successfully run a completely soclalized
gtate. The oconcentrated power of a tyrant in the col=-
leotive state is used to force the people once more iﬂto
the old system of class exploitation which existed under
the feudal system,ll6

Such a process of reasoning led Eastman to cone
clude that: "Stalin's totalitarienism is not only a
parasitic growth upon a nationalized industry; it is
an inherent part of the process of nationalization in
the only case in whioch it hes been triad."ll7 In those

oages where natlonalization has gone half-way, where

complete control of industry wes taken over by the govern-

ment, as was done in Hitler's Germsny and in Mussolini's

Italy, savage and oriminal despotism wes also the result.

Eagtman helieves that 1t 1s natural for totallitarian rule

to result from the process of nationelization, due tothe

concentration of power in the govarnment.lla

The geme
principle was expressed much earlier and'more ooncisely
- by Lord Aoton, who said: "All power corrupts, and abso-

lute power corrupts absolutely."119

116 Eastman 8talin's Rusgia, p. 188

g %E%%" D 153

Lord Acton, History of Freedom (1909) :
(quoted in Stevenson, urton, The H §@ Baok of Pr verbs,

Maxims and Femilier Phrases, p'.""IB
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Bastman asks the question: "Where, in general,
lies the guarantes that government-ownsd or governmente
controlled industry does not as 1ts natural political
form begeth the tétalitarian-state?" Einding no enswer
to this difficult question, he continues; "I think that
the democratioc socialists and the Trotskylsts have failed
to suggest anyvsehame by'whioh total govarnmenﬁ oWner«
ghip of industry can be'diasociated from'tetalltarian'

government becauge there is nona.”lag

VI, SUMMARY

Eastman's‘writ;nga make 1t’clear thét_his ac-
ceptanee of 3oclalism, and, later, of,Russian‘commuhism,
ooourred as a result of emotional idealism and a desire
fb erk for a cause which hé congldred noble, rather
than as a result of careful thinking based on a logioal
weiching of facts as presentedyin the regord of collec~-
tivist organizations. He admits this frenkly and ocour-
ageously in such statements as the following:  "Since I
foll for all these things without the support of a be-

nignly dialectio universe, I might perhaps be condemned

120 Eastman, Stelin's Russia, p. 159




139

as more gullible than the orthod ox Marxians, not less
so."lal His acoeptance of revolutionary socialism was
the declszive step in his progress towards his later posle
‘tion as a fellow»traveler, Having been a revolutionary
goclalist ﬂince 1912, his enthusiastic support of the
Russlan Communist experiment was logical enough, for it

seemed the practiosl meens of aohieving’ﬁocialism.

Eastman's Qgggg. Perhaps the world is better
off for Eastman's hévlng'been auéooialish and a felloww
traveler; for as a result of his experiences and his
observations, he has writﬁen aome of the finest and most
brilliant of the "literaturevof‘disi;lueionment." His
books in this field should be of great value in warn-
ing the humen rage against the vicioﬁsn&ss of Russien
Communism as 1% 15 today. These books and the dates of
their publication are: |

_me.e.&gm_z..@ 1925,

Leon Irotsky, mmﬂs_g.gx.m 1925.
Marx, mmmmaw. 1926
Artigts in Uniform, 1934, ‘

The End of Scolalian in Russle, 1937, | ,
Stalin's Russis and the Crisis in Scoisliem, 1940,
Merxiem, Is It Selence? 19%.

12) Eastman, Stalin's Russia, p. 9
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The most vaeluable of these books is Stalin's

Rusgla and the Crisis in Soclelism. It contains much

of the important meterial sa’t) forth in the other ‘Eooka
listed and is Bastmen's finest contribution to the liter-
ature of disillusionme-nt. ’L‘hlé book, .alone',‘ i_s enough
to establish Tastman's fame ag an author”ﬁfhd has suc-
cegsfully axpésad the failiwel of the Russian experiment

in Communism.




CHAPTER V

POLITICAL IMPACT OF COMMUNISM
ON LOUIS BUDENZ

I. BUDENZ' LIFE BEFORE JOINING COMMUNIST PARTY

Birth and M 1ife. Louls Budenz was born in
Indianapolis, Indlana, July, 1891, of middle olass,
Catholic parants.l His mother was of Irish ancestry. His
fahher; a bankteller of Germen descent, owned many good
bool;s which Louis began %0 read when he was about nine
years old.® By the time he was twenty-one years old he
hed studied under the Brothers of the Sacred Heart and
the Jesults and had received his degree in law. I)uring
his h.igh achool years he was impelled by his Interest in
labor problems to regulsry attendefmce at the sessions of
the thited Mine Workers of America, which were held in his
home town. From these conventions he geined a practical,
knowledge of the laboring men's problems and a deep sym-

pathy for his hopes and asplratlons. Here he was inspired by

the fiery leader of the miners, John L. Lewis. Many of the

1 Budenz, Louis, This Ig My Story, p. 3
2 Mo, P 6
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delegates to the United Mine Workers Conventions were
Socialists advocaﬁing "eommon ownerahip of the meens

of production and distribution.”3

Social dootrine of the Catholio Church. Budenz
linsists; however, that the driving force bahind his ine
terest in labor problems was the soeialy@éctrine of the
Catholic Chure * as expressed in the Rexum Novarum of
Pope Leo XIII'in l898{ | | |
| Raligibn teaoheé the rich men end the employer
that thelir work people are not thelr slaves:; that
they must respeot ig every men his dignity as a men
and as a Christian,
The Pope furthér'stated in his message on the "Condition
of Lebor" that the worker's wages must provide at least
"enough to support the wage earner in frugal comfort."6
In the Cathollc ﬂgglg; Bidenz read the account of Orestes
Br0wnson; who had bean‘a’campaiéner‘for the rights of
worklngmen in Andrew Jackson's time. Admiration for Brown-
gon led young Budenz to work for the rights of labof to.
orgenize end to demen & living wage.7 Monsignor John
A; Ryan's works also provided inspiration,d

Editor of The Carpenter. These early contacts with

the problems of the mine workers end the social and economlc

Budenz, Thig is My Story, p. 19
Ibid., p. 16
"' '{J. :]]:%

l lgo P ’

Ibld., p. 14




143
doctrines of the Catholic Church aroused in Budenz the
burning desire to make the world a better plece by im-
proving the lot of the working men. He was an ldeal-
lstie youth and ag ¢s g0 of ten the casa with idealistile
youths he sought a noble ocause to chnmpian. Had he lived
in King Afthur 8 time he would have soughtt ﬁhe Ho;y Grall,
If he had lived in the time of King Richerd the Lion-

Hearted he would have gone on a orﬁsada to the Hdly Land.
| But in his time and in his anvironment he became a labar
leader and an editar of a labor paper-ﬁznﬂ Gar ntar, the
official orgaen of the Unit@d Brotherhood of Oarpenters and
Joiners, wiich was then the largest union in the American
Federation oijabor}9',He won this position”becaﬁsé of the
speeches.he hadimade whénAhe was national organizer for
the Catholic Young Men's Inét;tuteu-speeches "in behalf
of the slliance of Catholicism, Americanism, and the right
of association "10

In 1913 he went to St Louls to work wi th the Cen=

tral Bureau of the Cathollc Central Verein, 1 a Catholic
oultural and publishing organization, He was well inform
ed on Catholic dcctrine:and poliocy ag set forth by the
leaders of the Ohruch, snd he fully believed that these

18 B;;ignz, This i3 My Story, p. 30
ID Ll e )
11 Trpid.
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policies could be put into prectioce with great benefit
to our dountﬁy, He was sincere end idealistlo, burning

to do a great wurk for his'cquntry and his Church. In

T S R T T 4 1 T e

ghort, he was whaﬁ aome present~day skeptiocs would ocsll
& "do-gooder.” | | .

Marriege and egcﬁmmunicatién. Then;'in 19%%; he f
marriéd a divorped woman and was probptly»axcommunioatéd ;
from the ohunqh.la' He was aware of all that this meanﬁ;l3

but he had been heading towards a break with the Chureh I S
anywéy. He was impatiaat ﬁiﬂn graﬁual‘means of reform, T —
amazed and &isguated by the living conditions he found

in the slums, indignant’ at the apprcach of World War I,

He thought the Ohurch ahould have prevented such evils.lu
His action in 1eaving the Church was emotional rather than
1qb%ca1.15 To bleme the Church for social and economic
oonditichs over which it had little or no control does

not seem to be'a reagonable act, But it is quite often
the casevthat‘mgn'are nat entl rely rational where women

are concerned, and Budenz' new wife wags probably his real

reason for lLeaving the Church.

12 Budenz, Thig is My Storv,'?.'36v | {
13 Inid.; gp-sg&-‘?? |
céé ﬁia break with the Church do so in

assion but seelt to rationalize thelr departure as 'intel-
ectual' end the fruilt of reason," Budenz, This Is My

Story, p. 38 f
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Guild Scojalism. Budenz now sought a quicker
and more dirveet remedy for soocial and economic injustice.
He had investigated Socialism thoroughly end had rejeoted
it, He belleved Soclalism would rob men of freedom,
religion, end the privilege of owning private property.l6
Now he turned to Syndicalism,l7-and particularly to Guild
Socialism, which "aimed to set up workers control through
gtrong unions, but did not reject the state entirely.“la
In This Is My Story, he wrote:

Could I have foreseen how in the fubure this
exaggerated antlatate attitude which led me to
Syndicalism would being me along the road to Com-
munism, the last word in the deiflicatlion of the
State, the irony of the 8olitical'eircu1t would
have been overwhelming,l

Budenz now became secretary of the Civic League,

St. Louis, which worked for reform in muniocipal govern-

mant.zo During this time he wrote articles for the Natlon-

al Munioipal Review, which expressed the attitude of civie

reformers in general.?l These articles interested Lincoln

Steffens, who called on Budenz later, in New York in 1920.

16 Budenz, This Is My Story, pp. 19-21

17 "Syndicalism sought to abolish the wage system
and to establish common ownership--not through the state
but through revolutionary industrial unions. The general
strike was the measns by whieh 1% fervidly expected to
shatter the gstate maochine and put the workers in control
of the nation.," Ibid., p. 40
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Steffens, like many other liberals, had become e starry-
eye& admirer of the Russian Communist Government. Budenz

disagreed with him, contending that capitalism could still
22

be saved.” ‘ : - - - <

II. WHY BUDENZ JOINED THE GOMMUNIST PARTY

Communist Literature. .Why ahould Budenz, who
had been active in the Gathqlic,chureh, an advocate of

the rightito possess private property, end a critic dr
Sociallism, joln the Communisﬁ_Party which dénies God

end the rights of 1hdividuals? One_answer probably lies
in Budenz' extensive study of Qommuhist literature. He
gives the Soviet "classios" of Marx and Lanin; which con=
teln many arguments for the Communist way of life; nmuch
of the oredit for convincing,him that he should embrace
Gommnnism.23 As early as 1914 he had spent the enﬁirs
winter taking e course in Marxist literature from two
'”left wing Sooialiﬁts‘iﬁ the NeighborhOOQQHouse settle~
ment.an He rengﬂized and appreciated the faults and
Amperfections of capitalism and firmly believed that

if these faults were not remedied capitalism would have

t0 yleld to'sbme other ecdnomic aystsm,g5

aa Budenz, ;g lg My 8% , pp.‘ ho-i3

o, P.

4 T R T TR



147
Budenz was a orusader and a reformer. Hls work
in the labor movement proves this. He had become increag-
ingly impatient with the Catholic Opﬁreh'for not bring-
26 o

ing about reforms more Tapidly. s wanted reforms bo

come right now and felt that it was his duty to help

bring them about without delay._ While wnrking 28 a labar

organizer, from 191k to 1935, he continued %o study the
Gommunist "classics,“ partioularlv the works of Lenin.27
These works tended to guide his one-man arusade for the
betterment of mankind. He was aspecially impressed with
Lenin's State and Revolution. 1n whioh Lenin premisaa
that the Gommunist diotatorship would "wither away,"
leaving a perfect Communistie society in which there
would bé no gavernment and no need for govarnment.aa
This sounaed good'to Budenz. Here was a rosy ‘future
worth working for. Ang‘the mars often he read Lenin, the
mare convinced he‘bécame»that this wes the direction in
which lay the graatest'promise fér the hdman race.
Budenz was enthralled by the "materialist oon~
ception of hlstory" as set forth in the Communist wrlte

ings.  According to this concept, mankind is piotured ag

26 Budenz, Men Without Faces, p. xi
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having proceeded from primitive communism to slavery
and hence to the feudal system and to capitalism by
means of class struggle vhich will continua o promote
the status of mankind‘until the perfect communist socle ty
i the final reeult.as This was the road that led Budenz
o the Communist camp,?n Ag he reed and re-read the promise |
aﬁd prediction, it seemed to grow 1n plausibility. | é

Early in 1929 Budenz sensed the approach of a aeﬁere %

finanocial panic send depression. In seeking to refresh

his knowledge of economics, he read through Marx' Dag S

Kaptiel end Lenin's Imperlelism, carrying the latter with
him most of the tima.3 Even in 1929 he was almost cone Ewa

vinced that Marx end Lenin had the right snswers. Again
in the early 1930's before joining the Party, Budenz read
all Qf.Lenin?SjbookS'fram sover to ooveﬁ.32 He beceme so0
R‘thoroughlyfsﬁaepad in Marxism that his thining was en-
tirely in terms of production end material values, with
a consequent disregard of all meral velues.33 Later, in 7
commenting on\his decision to join the Gammﬁﬁist\Party, ;_____
Budenz‘definitely states: "Lenin's writings had done thelr |

work."34 The evidence as found in Budenz' beooks points

Buﬁenz,,This‘;g;Existo . De 56

29 B
%O %%g':, p. 8

1bj d., P. 11
b B :: b 18
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qoneluaivaly‘tq the‘fact that the reading qf Oommnnist
literature, and particularly Lenin's works, over a per-
iod of twenty years éa an important reason for Budenz'

entry into the Communist Party.

..m.wf z of_bg..mmmi.s.’.cﬁﬂomo him., In
their erfarﬁs to raeruit Budenz 1nto the Gommuniat Party,

the Party members were spurred on by their knowledge of
Budenz' prominence in the lebor meovement, Lous Adamic in
the second edition bf his book, Dxnam@te,‘refars‘tajﬂudenz
‘as "one of the leading strike gtrateglate in America."35
Other observers called Budanz_ﬂﬁhe best known man in the
labor movement."3° He was jusﬁ the kind of man the Com-
mnniatS'wanted tc:join théirlPapty‘gnd work for ﬁhem. He
was 1nﬁslligeht and woll-educated. He was familiar with
the problems of labor. He was a ecrusader, and the Come
munista waﬁted pim_to dokhis'crusadiﬁg for them. Natur-
ailyvthey made a concerted effort to redruit him. Their
practiae of eriticising th@mselves'ied‘nim o & falsé be»
lief that their‘Party coula be improvéd from within. 37

. Agked to j 13 gg; Party, ;9 . In~1921
Budenz was first asked to join the Party by Jim Gannon

32 Budenz. This Is My gorz, p. 196

%Then there was the congtant breat beating of
§h81¥6dsi which took me in pretty badly. They were always
gelf or

of showing them the light..." Ibid., p. 98

ticlging' and explaining...This gave me high hopes
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and Mother Ella Reeve Bloor. Budenz refused to Join
at this time beceuse of the underground nature of the
Party end the fact thet they were meeling in groups of
ten only. Cannon and‘Bloor urged him to come in and help
change that oondition.38 In 1922 Budenz met Earl Browder
and Willian Z. Foster>? who did vhat they could then end
later to reoriuﬁ Budenz to the Communist cause, They un-
doubtedly studied Budenz' personelity, as they do all their
potential recruits, and declded that high pressure tech-
niques would get them nowhere with him. They»probably sure
nised that Bulenz would come 1nto the Party of his own ac-
cord when he was quite ready to do so,

The proselyting efforts of the Party members are not
acoredited with much importence by Budenz in his books.
Nevertheless, the way wes always kept open for him and he
was of ten reminded that he would be welcome whenever he
wanted to join.  Whenever he met Herbert Benjamin, a Party
member who was Secretary of the Nationsl Unemployed
.unnoils, Benjamin elways asked: "When are you going to

Join the Party?"uc

The depression of the 1930's. Although Budenz

does not aseribe much importence to the depression of the

38 Budehz; This Is My Storx; p. 86-87
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1930's as & reason for his joining the Communist Party,
it wéa one of'ﬁhe“factOra which drew him towards the
Party, Ag a student of economics and a champion of
labor, he was vitally interested at all times in the
economic situaﬁion.ulvlnuring the depression the thor=
oughly illogical enigma of poverty and unemployment in
the presence of surpluses of all kinds made our oapitale
iat system 1ook foolish.ua During this period most thinke
ing people were looking for a solution to the problem of
depression, The Communigts offered the ir s@lutién: a

classless, Soclalist economic system in vhich the means

41 "Two avenues of speculation had been constantly
in my mind. While recognlzing the glory of the Church, I
likewise bad an understanding of the coming collapse in
the economic setup. With scorn I had derlded Professor
Thomas Carver of Harvard for prophesying 'eternsl prose

erity! for the United States....Every analysis that
Labor Age had mede proved CUsrver wrong snd showed the
Imminence of enother depression...this fall would be
barder than the Long Depression of the Seventies...l

stressed it in all my speeches." Budenz, This Is My

‘42 As one writer aptly put it: "We have too much
wheat, 20 the fermers are being peuperized and the uneme-
‘ployed of the citles are stending in line and begging for
bread....We have too much wool, therefore no one can buy
a suit of olothes. We have a vast oversupply of building
matgriil,;sg t%g unfeifugatga ira‘wéphogg f%?%gerﬁgn% a
nust sleep in the parks, arlow, Growth of the Unite
‘Btates, 1865-1950, p. 525 T
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of production and distribution were owned and operated
by the state for the benefit of all the people. The Come
muniats told us that the profit gystem was the ocause of
the depresaion. It enabled the copitelists to take too
much profit, interest and rent, vhile it left the work-
ers without the purchesing power to buy ﬁga necessities
of life. All this would be chenged in the Communist sys-
tem. There would be no,bapitalists,axploiting the lsbor
of their fellowmen., The fruits of labor would beequit~
ably distributed emong the workers. There would be no
rich end no poor , | |

‘ Ruggia, the new workers' paradise, pointed the
way . No unemployed and no b;qétad oapitalists:there. No .
factories were closed in Russia. Bveryone had a Job and
recelved his fair share of inoome.. Tha'cpmmﬁnists had
a1l the an gwers. ihay~toakvadvanbage.nf the ﬁepressioﬁ
to bulld up their party in tbé'ﬂﬁiﬁaa stahés. Jogeph
Stalin had teken cammandkaf the American cemmuﬁisbsParty
in;MaM; 1929, and had sent his'perQOnai fepﬁesantative
to the United States'with absolute'p@wér ﬁo dletate every
mevg,ﬂhich the Purty was to meke.,. While commanding the
Party_heie this representative used the allases Carl Wall

and Williams.* Capitalism was on trial in these years of

43 Gitlow, The Whole of Their Lives, p. 20U

.
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depression, Meny people found it guilty end gave their
allegience to the Communist Party because it was the
only clear golubtion they could see atl the«tima.-

In detailed instruotions to ﬁne‘Pafﬁy,'Stalin aald:

The revolutlionary orlsis has not yet reached the

United States, but we already have knowledge of numer-
ous facts which suggest that 14 1ls epproachingecse
Tou must forge real revolutionary cedres and leaders
‘of the proletariat vwho will be capable of leading the
millions of, American workers toward tha revolutionary
¢laag wars. : ; ‘ :

The atoek market orash of 1929 end the dapression
whioh followed gave the Communists the opporbunity they
sought. They believed that the time was fast approaching
when capltalism could be killed and buried by the victor=-
fous communists.*> In 193032 the Party orgenized hunger
marohea’in many partg of the United Statas.u6 $lOQ,OOO
of Russlan money was appropriated to finance the hunger
mareh on Washingtbn,‘ﬂ,c,%7 The Comnunists took over
leadersiip and direotion of as many labor unlonsg @s pos-
Hlblﬁ.u% They orgenized the unémployedug w1th the slogent
"WORKERS Don't starve! Fight!“sa

'mm Ebon mrr.in World Co isim Today, p. 282
Glﬁlcw, The Whg;a of Their ves, p. 20k
_4@ Ebon, W ommunism ay, D. 203
‘Mg Giﬁéow 0 ole of @He%r Tives, De 218
L *y p
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| One of the princlpal objectives of the Party dure
ing this period was to inorease its membership, In this
tnqy were very succeaeful. Membership inofeaaea from
9000 when the depression began in 1%953' to 90 000 in
1939 52 or this tenfold inccease which the Party claime
ed, Louis Buaenz vas one. The depression was one:of the

impor tent reaaons for his joining the Party,

Ihe gspproach of z{gyig, War ;;. The approach of
World War II, which Budenz foresast wlth conaiderabla a0-
cumcy,53 wag & major reason for his joining the Party.
In 1934 he felt that the growing military might of Hit-
ler's Fastist Germany was the prineipal threat to the
~ pemce end security of the world. In e letter to the
New York Sun, he predicted that Germny;_flitaly and Japan
would i‘ighi} ag#imat the United $tata.s; C%:éeat Britain‘,‘
France and Russia; Just as 1t occurred in World Waatn",32;\2.54
He belleved that the demooratic nations and Russla were |
in jeopardy and that they should bind th‘emselves together
for mutual proteeti on ogainst the Fagoist threat. He wasa
i morally certain that the. defeat of t;he A:xiq powsers would
be followed by a "Go;Lden Age of Communiat democracy."55

51. Ebon wog; Co gm Today, p. 283
52 Gitlow, The Whole of Thelr Lives, p. 265
52 Budenz, M ﬁg %sgy;ﬁgarz, Pe L |
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' The hreab against Russia removed, the Communists
could relax from their struggle for survivel end
settle doWn tQ §he'j0b of makine Rugsia an ideal
clagsleas soclety. The *withering away" of the
state would take place to such an extent tmat demo-
eracy would replace the “dictatorship of the prole-

tariat? in'Russia.56

 Budeng' peed to iden%ify himeelf with an oremn-
ization. Atvthis t ime all thingé were working'together
to pave Budenzf way into the Party. _Besidas the @utwand
evenﬁﬂ;_aueh as the depresslon and the imminence of ene
other war, there were also strong psychological factors
impelling him Loward membership in the Pérty. During
his ybuth he had baen a member of the Catholic Ghuroh;
an authoritative orgenization which proVideq an anSer.
| ﬁo every~queaticn, 8ince leaving the Ghurch'in 1914,
" he had been without such an organié&tion. He had been
crusading more or less on his own, though identifled
with different groups at differénﬁ times; Cruseding
alone 1sn't much fun. It leaves one lacking that esprit
de ggmgg,whioh is enjoyed by those who belong to some-

thing greater and more powerful thap themselves, It

56 Budenz, This Is My Story, p. 114
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leaves one without the spirit of ecomradeship end
brotherhood shared by those who work togother Tor a
common osuse in a well-knit organization. Tt leaves
Qné faeling that he "does not belong," especially after
he has once bgen a member of such an orgenization and

is later deprived of such membership.

Second: marriage. The marriage which hed ceused
Budenz o be excommunicated from the Church in 191k
Masteﬁjonly,fifteen years.57 Thﬁs he was w;théut strong
0rgaﬁizationa1'or fami1y ties at a time wheﬁ Communism
wag making its strongest bid. 4s editor of L@_ﬂ_ﬁ&g"
from 1920 to 1930, 58 he was in the thick of the fight
for the right of labor to organize. His activities as
a labor organizer led to his repeated arrestéw-he WaS arw
r@ated'and acquitted‘twentynone times;59 Wheh his religious
life was at. iba lowest ebbse end his daily life full of
turbulence, he entered into a second and; thisg time; a
nappy merriage. This met his need ‘for femily tles but
le £ him without the feeling o 2sprit de corps which
oomes from belonging to a strong‘organiéation. The need for

such identification with something Stranger than oneself

Sg Budenz, xg;g Is My tory, p. 62
Budanz, Ve v;gg out Faces, jacket

%O denz, This, sf”x_'ygzx53p. 115
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becones particularly acubte when one is 1ll end has -
time to ﬁhimk. For o yesr before joining the Com-
munist Party, Budensz wag too 8l ok to wnrk.6l During
this time he thovght a grant.deal ahout tna urgenoy
for. elogser relations betwéan the Unlted States and
Ruﬁsia.62 The strength of the Oemmuniat organimation

63

apﬁﬁnlef to him’ all the. more perhaps, bevause he

wag weak. Ho had already accepted Ocmmunist.prinaiples.sh
Now he Telt e sbrong urge to become an eotive ﬁﬁmber of
this potent ofgénizanion, to enjoy ﬁha,ggpggg-gg,ggggg
of 1#,-@0 hdve the feeling of belonging, and to offsed
his own feeling of weaknesa due to illnaéa. Hé‘bek

lisved, too, thet war wes approaching. When a war ip

61 Buﬁenz, ‘g; L&Cx Story, p. 123
62 Ibid., p. 123 |

€3 %To any one looking over the labor scene in

19%5 the Communists seemed to stand out favornbly in one
regpect. Thet was in the slleged 'monolithie' character
of thelr membership, which thoy fréquently and fulsomely
stressed in press and on platform...the orgenization lt-
self stayed constantly and actively before the public.
That commended 1t to many people who were looking for
gone continuing form of radiosl political expression."
Budenz, This Is My Story, p. 108"

e 6% %Y had previously read Lenin and obher Come
-munist authorities and had acoepted the Communist view=
point some years prior to this tlme." (1935) Buienz,

Men Wit ggut gceg, p. ix
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sboubt to start, men often take sides and make up thelr

minds ag to where they will fight. BSBome decide to Join

’ X 3 ' Gy ' N ’
the army, some the %nvy, gome the marines: Bulonz deoclded

to Join the Communist Party.

mumw@.w m&w__aa_wasm
final factor ;ﬁamghggg deslsioncto i ;g ‘ 8t .
By late summer af 1935 Buﬁanz was almost raady

to Jjoin the ?arty.Gs He was steeped in Gemmuniat 1itera-

66 he had a biﬂ fram the Party,67 he had lost faith

€8

ture,

in capitalism due to the depreasiwn, and, baing weak
and tired after a prctraoted illneas,Gg he felt a defin~
ite need,tg ally himself with an}organization of a radical
and antiAFasciét natureg70 He was alﬁoat ripe for Party
membarship. Two principal objections stood between him
and the Party: first, Communi sm was antiareligieus,7l and
second, Communism was antl~Amariqan.72 Budenz was a fim
believer in freedom of religlon and could not accept the

atheism of the Party end its efforts to discourage or to

S8tory, p. L1l
i ggg% ced, peo ix

68 Bﬁgdanz, Eg_% Is
¢ u enz, Mﬁ%é i3 ggo?.’ e 106

bid.; D. 15

u’ : .
3 iﬁhggg aces, pP. 6-7
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gtemp out religion. He was also a loyal American who
disapproved of the Communist program of conquering the
capitalist nations of the world, including the United
Statea.73 ;

A ready-made answer to these twalobjeotions was
released to the world on August 3, 1935, when the Daily
Worker announced a change in'the Party line to the "People's
Front." The new Party line urged the members o unite
with all right-thinking groups in all netions for a People's
Front against the threat of Hitler's Fasclst Germany. They
were told to respect the religions and'nationélities of
a117u those 'who would oppose ngeism.75 This change in Par—k
ty line was the "final straw" which caused Budenz to join
the Party. In his own words: "The immediate reason I be-
oeme a Communist Party member was the adoption of the
People's Front policy at the Seventh Congress of the Com-
munistintarnati onal, held in Moscow in the summer of 1935."76

'3 Budenz, Men Without Faces, pp. 6~

74 As Gitlow expressed it: "The people's front
tactic marked a distinet departure Iin Communist polley
on an international scale...The Communist Inbternetional
directed all Communlst parties in their respective coun~
tries to start negotiations with sll liberal and pro-
gressive forces in the capitelist countries to form a
coalition against the rightigffe reactionery end fascist

he

forces." Gitlow, Benjamin Whole of Their Lives, p. 258
7% Budenz, This Is My Sto ,'ﬁ%f'fi?éiég '
70 Budenz, Men Without Faces, p. ix ,
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The Kremlin had plenned this change of line specifi-
cally in order to gain new conmverts and ellies to fight
the growing manace of Hitler's Germany.

Budenz was strongly entl -Fasoist, believing that
the Hitler threat must be met at any costl ! énd that an
allianoe-betWEen the United States end Rugsiavwould make
the United States more pro@ressive;'Rusaia more moderate
as they fought together against Hitler.'iﬁé’wrbtaz wr
reasoned that the Soviet Union, with its ‘Ywithering
away* tendencies, would become a éemocratic ally, and that
the Communists would help to bring it about."T8 He also
held the mistaken idea that by working with.ﬁha Communists
1t would be pogsible to improve thelr hostile attitule to-
ward all outsiders. "My hops then--the hopé of so0 many
innocents--"he wrﬁbe; "was that cooperation with the Come
munists would tend to change the course of theif orgeniza=
ston.*T9 |

Bulenz joined the Communist Party, 1935. He had
meny Treasons for Wanting to joln the Party end he now ad-
mits that he rationalized a little to Jjustify him in baking

77 Budenz, This Is My Story, pp. 112-113; 120-13%
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the step that he wanted to balza.ao He wapted to .belleve
that the new twist in Party line would be followed more
clogely than previously stated objectives of the I’afty;
80 he did believe it .‘8]’ He looked up a féw of his Come
munist frieands and joined the Party which was to direct
hig life for the next ten years.82 His decision was not
a hesty one, made on the spur of ‘t&m moment. As he
states: "This decigion of 1935 had been in the maki'ng'

3

for twenty years."
'III. WHY BUDENZ LEFT THE COMMUNIST PARTY

The dictatorial nature of the Communist Party. Louis
Budenz' two books, Ihis Is My Story and Men Without Faces,
indicate _liis belief in democracy and in Christianity. Hav-
ing been & Catholic most of his life, his concept of Chrig-
tianity 1s the Catholic one. He also believes in religlous
freedom and in the fundemental rightness of Christisn ethics.
He is a loyal Amrican el tizen who holds the welfare of
»Ameri oa a precious heritage. Such a man omld scarcely Tro-
main 1ong‘ in the Communist Party once hé'be‘came fuily aware
of its true nature. | |

One reason why he left the Parby wag that he was

80 Budenz, This Is My Story, pp. 123-124

81 1Ibid., p. 122
82 ﬁ., p. 125
83 ] Men Without Faces, p. x

arvimey
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revolted by the dictatorial) nature of the whole organiza-
tion. Democratic processes are not practiced anywhere in
the Party. Stalin ;a the unquestioned dictator and ruler
of the antire Party, controlling with complete and absolute
authority the ébj@ctives and methods of the Party. ﬂe
determines what Party members shall thiﬁk, read, say, snd
do. Those who oppose Stalin are punished as 3talin sees
fit. The Americen Communist Party is not controlled by
fta leaders but by Stalin through agents from Furope who
ars constantly receiving his directives.

~Buden2 was amazed to find;that the Communist Party
does not parmit;damccrayic dlscussion or democratic pro-
cedures in its meetings. Members of\the,Party.learn‘parliau
mentary lew end even beocome experts at using 1t, so that
they will be able to dominate or confuse the unions and
other groups which they infiltrate. They are forbidden
to uee parliamentary law in any mational or state Party
committee meetings or conventlons. Meetings held in the
Party are more like classrooms with teachers instructing
pupils, with the exception that the Red pupils must never
84

argue or dlsagree in any way with their instruectors.

84 Budenz, Men Without Faces, pp. 23-24
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Communist International Hepresentatives: "mystery
men." Where do these Party leaders or instruotors get |
their infallible précepts and omniscieﬁt decigions for
the conduot ana operations of the Pafty? ‘Directly from
the horse's mouth; and in this case the horée if Joseph
Stalin himself. The orders are usualiy félayed-tbrough
his personal representativea, cal led Oommunist Internationu
al Represemtativas,85 or “myetery nen," or "men of cnexmmm,
whq are actually mﬁmberd‘of,tha’Soviet Seoret polica.86
'Banjamin Gitlow wrote about these people: "Headed by the
Gommunist-Inﬁernaﬁional Representative this group of fore
elgners exerclsed absolute power over the Amﬁfican Parsy.
The Party'laadership'obeyed its wishes and were in deadly
fear of arousing ité animosity."87 ThiS‘arrangement 19
designed to keep the Communist Parties throughout the
world under the personal domination and complete control
of Stalin.gg It is so effective in controlling the lives
of American Communists that Budenz refers to it as the

"Red straight jacket."89

o . -85 Gitlow, Benjamin, The Wh olg of zhggr gves,
PP. 151=152

86 Bujenz, Th g My Story, pp. 239-240

g Gitlow, The wgo;e of heig Lives, p. 150

"An orgenization ever under the thumb of a

foreign dictator, accepting subsidies from him, agreeing
always with him, "jdolizing him, directed by his agents,
refusing to permit eny demooratic life within its rankse=-
thet 19 not a legitimate political party. Thet 1s a fifth -
column. And that ig Stalin's oreature, the Communist party,
U.3.4." Budenz, Men Wit ut Faces, . 49

89 Budenz, Thig 1s My Stary, p. 276
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Budenz makes 1t very clear that one of the "musts"
er:aICQmmunist 18 to realize'that he 18 serving Soviet
Ruésiarand itsfleader, 8talin, to the exciuaion of all
obher loyaltles, ”Tha professiona1 Communist is not per-
mitted to find any fault with the orders which come from
"8talin., If he were to question_thé 1nfallibiiiﬁy of
these orders he would be denounced and condemned as a

liax and an enemy of‘tne Boviet Unionggo‘

Sté;ig&g Qgﬁggbggg misuse thereof, Such complete
subserience to a foreign dictator was disgusting to Bu~
denz., He was eveﬁ further disgusted and disappointed
~when he found that Stalin had and used the Powéf"to |
" change the fundamental teachings of Laninvwhanéﬁer he
chose to do 0. Budenz had contended that Gommunism
would some déy develop into democracy with the end of
dictatorahip, as promised by Lenin in the witherihé
away of the state.J* But Stalin changed thig prospect in
‘19399‘3 whan, in his History of the Gopmunist Party of
- the USSR, he discarded the withering away theory as
outworn.93 Stalin Justified this bold change in theory
by stating on page 358 of his Hgstdrz thatt: "Stalin and
the other disociples of Lenin are the onlyiMarxists capable

90 Budenz, %LJ gtorx, p. 234

91 %_.141 ) |
92 Budenz, Men Without Faces, p. lhg
93 bBud enza mﬁ LA WXE; Ps
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of 1nterpreﬁin$ Oommunist beliefs."gu ‘Budenz was
finding out, to his sorrow, that there 1s no ASSUTANCS
of anything but slavery under the diotatership of Stae~
1in,99 | 7 ,

In commenting on the dicbatofiai hétura of the
Oommunist Parny; Budenyz wrote: “No one could sy nay
6r yea=wor even sneecze should that be c@nsidﬁﬁed finpore
téntnwwiulout‘the congent of the puppets-éf’aﬁill other
puppets responsible‘diraotly to Mcsoow.“96 When Budenz
beceme managing editor of the Daily Worker in 19%097 ne
was in close contact with the top leaders in the Ameri-
can Gcmmunist Party. Be seys thet all of these leaders
had one common characteristic=-~bhey were all afreld of
the “MystaxyMen“ (Men without faces): the sgents sent
from Moscow to be thelr incognito bosses. They were also
afrald of the Soviet Secret Police-agénﬁs. ‘Bulenz had
geen them threaten Stachel and give an ultimatum to Browe
der,ithus showing clearly who bossed the American Come
munist Party.gg |

§g§;1gx&orshgg.« The erowming insult to Budenz®
intellectual nature mmd desire for demooracy was tho

cult which set Stalin before the Communist faithiul

o4 Budenz M~g wgggngt fgogs p. 32

92 Budensz, ; ;~ Stoxy, pp. Bl 3h5
_ gy
9 Budenz, Mgg_W;bQogx Paceg, Jjackst

98 Budenz, Thls ;!;g, Story, pp. 185-189
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as an object 0 be revered and worshipped. In Budeny'
wordsg: . }
Btalin worship is a reality....Stalin worship
- 18 the mighty dynamic force which is killing off
Chinese peasants, murdering men of religion, making
great sections of the world huge ocongentration camps.99

Agein, in referring to the magic of Stalin's neme, Budenz

wrote:

¢ esothese hosannas to 8Stalin are not fantastioc
ravings, but part of a cold, deliberste program N :
designed to undermine eny remnants of patriotism ' B
among Communists in caplitalist countries aad %0 Obe B
literate democratic sentiments everywhere,+00 —

In other words, Marxist-Leniniat theory is Just
what Stalin says it is, and he can change it to suilt him-

self whenever he sees fit. He oan make up the rules as
he goes slong end the Party members must follow along in
worshipful obedience. Eugene Lyons, referring to Stalin,
wrote? / /

Having captured the greatest soclal revolution
in the history of mankind, he remolded it in his
own grotesque image.,.warped handiocapped, wlthout
exceptional endowments of mind or spirit.. brutally
clawed a path to the magtery of his world, o1

Before entering the Party, Budenz did not realize
that Stel in exercised complete and absolute power over

the Party and its members. He did not realize what it

Budanz ou ges, Pe’ 1
lgg . ' _Tn._m...._.g.._.. 57

1%0% OHS. Eugene Stalin, Czar of ALL The B.&-.l._S.L.ﬁ
pPpe 13~ :
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wonld mesn to live under a tobtalitarien dietatorship,
with worship of the dlotator thrown in for good measure.
After experience in the Party taught him whet such a
diotatorship was like, he compared 1t to a stralght jaoke

et from which he desired to escape.

 Ihe enti-relisious pature of the Party. In addie
tlon to belng revolted by the dictatorlal nature of the
Communist Party, Budenz was also offended by 1t anti-
relizgious nature. He soon found that Communlsm was op;

posed to all religlons end most atrongly opposed to Cathe

1

olicism, He wrote:

The Communist posltion is irrevooably bullt on
that obscure but malignent diobtum of Marx, "Religion
ig the oplate of the people." The folly of such a
position is that history, experience end the aspire
ations of all humen belngs reveal religlon as the
medloine of the people; the Communists p{gg@ﬂa by
forca to desh 1t from the people's Yipsa. '

He admits that the Catholic Church hed foreseen end proe
dioted the undesirable aspects of Communlsm, while he

learned tnam.onxy through bitter exparieuc&.lOﬁ

Use of force o suppress relision. He found thet
the SBoviet masters were determined %o eliminate religion
by military foroe if 1t ocould not be amscomplished by obther

meana.;ou When he wrote an artiole for The Communist in

102 ﬂu&anz; ;
103 Budensg, Men ¢
104 Buiensz,

P
,t
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19%0; in which he ugsed the phrase "religion is a

private matter;" one of the mystery men called him

into conference'to‘gtraighten,him oat;and'toldvhim

that such a phrasé oould not be used in ahy Commﬁnist
theoretioal organ, Budenz wag told that the Reds, when ’
'they uged the expresqion “aeparation of ohureh and stabe,"
meent the complete control of religion by ‘the state 80
| that they might abolish religion entirely. 'if«persuaaion
failed hhey would uge force——the secret pelioa snd the
Red army.195 This agent of stalin's said H"We can't gufe
fer any false ideas ﬂnong ourqelves on this matter; re-
liglon has to be ocmpletely tnrn out by the rocts."los
This of fended Budenz, for he had hoped that as a result

of tha.Peopie's Front policy there would be oobperation
behwaen the forces of Communism and Catholicism in the
war against Fascism.lo7

Again, in 1945, Bulenz had this seme idea, of

uprooting religion, expoundea 0 him by Faster who wase
soon to be the Amariean leader of the Party. In answer
0 Budenz' quﬁstion ag to the posnibility of working
with hhe Gatholies Foster raplied’

107 TE%%., 1 119

Budenz, This Iz My Story, pp. 181-186
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- Oh, fiddlesticksl!...The two ohief enemies of
the Soviet lnion and progress are Ameriocan imperiale
ism and the Vatiocan. They are eternal foes of Soc~
jalism and have to be fought endleasl{g; Wetve gobt
to get out of our heads some of the illuslions Brow-
der planted there-«and carry on war agalinst American
imperialism and the Vetican today and tomorrow and
until victory over them is achieved,...Every Lenin-
ist krows that religlon ig a pdson that hes to be

eradicated by argument or arms from the body pollitic--

and the cornerstone we have to get rid of first ls
the Catholic mythology and the Catholioe orgenizakion.

_fﬁis conversation with Foster is oredited by Budenz as
havingfbeen’the,5final‘atraﬂ" which oceused him to break
wiﬁh the‘Party.log |

_‘ One of the_methdds uged iﬁ‘l9&5 to weaken tﬁa
Gatholio-@hurch wag to inéite se#eral groups of Pro=-

testants against the Qatholica.llo

The idea wéé that
Catholiolsm was the stronger and Protestantism could
best be used to dupe its.adherants into condemning
Gathbiibisﬁ’and thus weakening réligion.lll" _

" As early ag Ootcﬁer, 19&3; Budeng héd definitely
decided to return to the Catholic Church even 1f ho had
to leave the Ooﬁmuﬁist Party. He 8611l hoped‘dammunisﬁ |
andVCatholioism‘oouid be brought into closer cobperation
with sach othar.llg Later; whila7aotually.planﬁiﬁg the

meeans of returning to the Catholic Church, he was still

108 Budenz, This Is My Story, pp. 340-341

110 %, Pe 38

112 Ibid., p. 3L
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trying for a "closer relationship between Communists
and Gatholios;"ll3 But it was a valn hope and a vain

tvy, ag events were to prove.

| jgggggggg,_gg,ﬁwggg“ goeyrigp.w Budenz,
imbued as he was with Christlan ethical prineciples,
was further of femded by the unethical prineiples and
pfacticea of the’Goﬁmunists. There isg a'special/brand
of Gammunist marality, ag sob forth by Lanin, whieh IO
quires the Red to use any method, legal or illega] which
may be required to achieve the objaoﬁivas of the Party.llu
Communists will violate the ethical eonocepts of civiliza-
tion at eny time when so doinngill gdvance thelr cause.
In other words; "the end justifies the means." D Wnatever
the‘ﬁommunist Party does is‘right; no matter‘haw oriminal

or unethical it is in the eyes of decent peOpla 116

Stalin's official lies: People's Frout, 1935. . The
most common unethical practice of the Reds is lying; which
they do\whenever'it Suits.thedr purpbsa. The Reds are past
maaters of the art of lying.ll7' The laadefs lie to the mem
bers amd the members lie to each other and to outsiders.

An example of the of ficlal Communist lle was the "People's

113 Bud@nz This Is My Story, p. 3&
ll"!‘ ig sy - pp . 30“31 . ’ 3
Gitlow _@g_% Whole of he;Ir Lmeg, DD 80~81

%p;ﬂ. ‘P
117 ude né Men 1tgag Faoes, Pe 31
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Front policy," announced in 1935, It was not Stalin's

purpose to be more tolerant of people's religions and

national loyalties. But he meeded help against Hitlerts

Germapy, and used the "People Frant" bﬂ &eoeive people

and to lure them inﬁo beoominﬁ his allies against Faso-

ism.ll8 Budenz was particularly irked.by this lie, be-

cause he himself was baken in by it.119

,§tglig g ff;gia ;;gg zehgrag conferenge ;3_5.
Anothar exemple of offieial lying by Joe Stalin oecurred
at the Teheran conference in 193 when Churchill, Roose-
velt, and Stalin signed a promiée off peace, to be kept
after the defeat of‘Garmany; to keep the'wnrld free from

war as long ag possible.lao This solemn pledge of Stalin's
was dalibarately broken by him in 19%5 when, aeting through

‘VDuclas he removed Browder as the Ameriean leader of the

Party anhd quietly informed the Party faithful that the

Soviets were starting a long period of aggression, cold

war, and eventual conquest of the United States.lal This

evidence of lying duplicity helped Budenz make up his
nind that 1t was ﬁime for him to leave the Party.

onfgio betwaeg ggmgggéug and ggligiog. Budenz
. observ@d that Hitler 8 brand of Faaoism end Stalints

118 Budenz, This Is My Story, pp. 113-114
llg bid., pp. 113~1 ‘ :
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121 Ibid., p. ?79
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totalitarianism were both founded on hate. He deocided
that suoh an anti-Christian dootrine as held by the Sove-
iets could not posaibly be of any benefit to the worlde-
that it was, in fact, paving the way for another war,bé-
fore the ashes of World War II hed cooled, 22 He felt
that the world would be better off following the old
Christian prineiple, "Love thy neighbor,"la3

He now understood that Communism ehtailed a8 oome
plete disregard for the dignity end daéeney of the indivi-
dual, . It geemed to him thet there was a world wide con-

fliet between the slavery of the Soviet state, whioh dew

prived individuals of their dignity, and the abiding faith

of those who belleved in a person God and the promise of

12k He was convinced of the

a future for the human soul,
truth of the Catholio schcléra' predictions that slavery
would be the frult of Marxist philosophy. If Ameriocans
under the Oommunist yoke in this country lived in such |
fear eand terror as he had seen, 1life in the Soviet Union
where the Reds held complete‘pcwer over their people must
be the worst kind of-alavery.lzs Budenz hed had his f£ill
of Communist subservience and was on his wmy out of the
Party.

122 Budenz, Thig Is My Story, v. 323%

123 ey Do 324
122 %&gﬁ . %’m
| 125 Ibid., p. 345
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The &nti-American pature of the Communist Party:

Lenin's alm to conguer the United States. Budenz was -

dismayed by the anti~-American neture of the Communist
Party, He became thoroughly convinced that one ofits
main objeoctives was the conéuest of the Unitéd States.'l%
When the Soviets firat ocame to power Lenin wrote in his
 State snd Revolubion that the chief alm of the Soviet re-
gime 1s the vibl‘en‘o smashing of the ‘civ‘il‘; military and
judieial apparatus of th;e‘"bburgeo:!.s“ atetes so that they
‘may be ruled from Russia. In this book, Lenin put thve' |
question: "Does this apply to the United States of Ameri-
ca?" and answered that 1t surely did so apply. In an-
other work, The Proleterisn Revolution and the Renegade

Kebt ‘ggy,‘; Lenin repeated this aim to conquer the United
States and rule it from Russia. These books are necessary
texts which every Marxist-Leninist must study as guides

to his asctivities in the Party.lm

Stalin's objective--to cong‘ger _p__h,g United States.

This seme objective, conquering all bourgeols nations ins
ocluding the United States, was "-6arefuli!.y written by J oseph ’
Stalin in his two most importent works, Foundations of Leninism,
and The History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(Bolsheviks). These books are required reading for Communists

126 'Buderiz' This Is My Sto;y_\ P. 27
].2?17 Budanz: Mgg_-‘wﬁ out “gg_gé, PP. O=T
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all over‘ﬁma‘wbrld.laa The History "specifically urges
thg vielent smaghing of all 'imperialisﬁic"goVernm@nts,
of which the United States is the outstanding example."l29
In 1948 the Communist convention referred to this book .
ag "the classic of our time" and direoted “the conventi on

members to study it viﬁ,gorously.l30

'Thejﬁammunists in the
United States are studying Stelin's books to prepare them-

selves to destroy by violence the United States government.,

They may not be committing treason yet, scoording to striot

1@@&1 def1nition,‘but they are certainly getﬁing ready %o

do so, Budenz wrote: "By its own banner, the Communist

party of tha'Uhited States proclaims itself Soviet Russia's

£ifth column and nothing elsa."lsl

Fggbg;’s gg§;~Ameg;cag sggtgmegg Foater made this
point unmistekebly clear to Budenz in June, 1945, when he
said:

Until the Soviet regima governs the earnh 8
state of war will exist., BEvefy Marxist~Lanﬁnist
knows that....And the Soviet Union will have to
undermine and destroy the chief example of that
capitalism, Afleriocan imperialism, and do_a thorough

~job of it. Any other view 1is poppycoak.l39

Budenz khew‘ﬁh&t_Foster was stabing correoctly the officlal

128 Budenz, M__g, Without Faces, p. 7

129 L4 ’ p‘ 2
130 %ﬁﬁ )
131 bé oy Do 23

132 onz, m_. is My m. Pp. 339"3’*0
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Soviet attitude. The basle philoscphy of Communi s
calls for world conquest. This point is repeated by
every Marxiét prophet; including Maxx; Engels; Lénin,
and Stalin., World conquest is the ﬁosﬁvimyortant ob=-

jective of Gommuniam.l33

Budenz left Communist Perty, 1945, and re-entered
‘Catholic Church. Budenz was peinfully swere of being

part of an 1hfamoué gonspirécy to aonquer‘the United States
end foroe it to becume one of Stalin's glave-state satel-
lites. He felt that it wasg hig duty to stop this tr&itér-
ous activity, to leave the Party, and to'ﬁe once more a
loyal cltizen, Iﬁ Ootober, 1945, hé left the Party and
re-entered the Catholic Ghurch.lsu 135 In a deolaration
he made at the time he said: "Gommunism. I have found, ainms
to establish a tyranny over the human spirit* it is in un-
ending conflict with religion and true freedom."l36 He

133 Budenz Men | 1thog§ goe » Do 295

% 1d., Jackebt -

commenting on Buﬁenz reaffiliation with
the chrueh Schlesinger wrote: "And many once they have
‘made the break (from Sommunism) heve become so dependent
emotionally on discipline that llke Louis Budenz and
Elizabeth Bently, they rush to anobther form of disceipline
in the Roman Catholic Church, moving from one bastion to
another in their frenzled flight from doubt." Schlesinger,
Arthur M. Jr., The Vital Uenter, pp. 103 =106

136 Budenz, This 18 My Storx, p. 349
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felt as if he had escaped“from'priSOn.l37 It had been
a long and painful ten years lesson, but he had learned
what Communism is.  Now he welcomed the opportunity to |
ghare th1S’knowledge with otﬁers; hoping that he might %
help to stem the'dammunist'advance by exposing the Come E

munist ideology.

IV. SUMMARY OF BUDENZ CAREER

Hrom Rome to, wggggﬂ end ;ggg;_. Budenz has spent _ B
most of his life as a orusader, trying o meke this world %
a better place, Hls first crusede was in the cause of —
érganizedllabcr. His geocond crusade was in the cause of
the Gommunist Party, whieh he joined in the hope that, by

so doing, he could work for world peace end the brotherhood

. of man., But he found that he had:been duped into joining a
totalitarian conspiracy which sought to abolish religion and
morality, end subjeot the United States to Communist slavery.

Communism was méking humen life woiae’instead of better g
in those areas where it was dominant, Therefore Budenz
left the perty of Stalin, returned to his Ohurch, and bhe-

came once more a loyal clitizen of the United States.

137 Budenz, This Is My Story, p. 350
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Why d4id 1t teke Budenz ten long years to find oub
the true nature of Communism and to break with it? Part
of the answer may be found 1n:thehalliénce;beﬁween?ﬁuasia
and the United States to defeat the Axig, Another part

of the answer which would hardly ocour to one who had

never been a Gommunist'i$ explained‘by Benjamin Gltlow.
This snswer should help make clear the psychologlcal ef-
fect of Party»mémbership upon the individual. Gitlow wrote:

eoobhe communist movement succeeads in doing vhat
no other organization has so far been able to do.
Upon the members it tekes into ita ranks, the Com-
munist party performs a feat in psyochologiocal trans-
formation by freeing them from frustrations and a
sense of inferiority. What mental therepeutics has

accomplished only in a small way, the Communist pserty,

as far as 1ts membershlp is concerned, has acoomplish-
ed.on a large scale....The Communist man is convinced
of the messienic power of his way of thinking, of the
superiority of his intelleot and of the ulitimate
Justice of his conduot. He is imbued with the idea
that he is called upon to serve history, that the
future belongs to him, In the Communist movement
nobodies beoome somebodles with e purpose. The dol-
druma of life are transformed into violent currents
which stimulate the emotions, and change life for
the Party member from a dull purposeless state of
ingetivity into avggate of sgltated purposeful active
1ty and interest,.* . )

Here is the esprit de corps of an army in wartime, coupled

with miésionary seal. It is not hard to imeginehow this

138" Gihlow,'BenJamin; The Whole of Their Lives, p.2336
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psychologlical effect would be the ideal stlmulus to
a crusader--if he could overlook the undesirable ag-
pects of the Party, Budenz was too consclentious end

intelligent long to overlook the Party defects.

QQQQQ&L,QQQEQ.::Separatiqn from the Party a1a
not put‘an end to Budenz career as a orusader, Rather
it launched him into the most 1mporﬁant crusade of his
life#ea q;usaae against tba'cdmmunisﬁ conspifaay. 'His
two books, This Is My Story, end Men Without aces, ere
parts of this crusade. Sp,is‘the-th;rd book he is writu
ing, which deals'with Communist ideology. ‘He gav@ vale
ueble aid to the United States Government -in convicting
the eleven top_@ommunisbévin the Amefican Party. Now, at
lagt, he is engagéd in a useful and worthy crusade whioch
is of great value both to hig Church and to his country.

T o
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CHAPTER VI
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS REACHED

T, ATTRACTIONS OF COMMUNTSM

Politiopl abtractiong. The attractions of
Communism are many end varied, just as the baits and
lures used by fishermen to attract the unwary fish are
many and varied. The political attractions of Com-
munism are an effective lure for meny people who see
the faults of our present political gystem. The pro-
mise of Socialism has served to attract mahy to the
Communist cause, inoluding Ben Giltlow eand Max East-
man, who had been Soelalists for some time before ﬁhe
Russian Revolution end gave their support to Communi sm
at its inception in the hope thet 1t would achieve
Sociqiism. The anarchists of the world end others
who dis1iked strong governments were caught by the
lure of Lenin's promise of a "government of workers
end peasents" and his further assurance that the state
would "wither away" after Communism was well establish-

ed. Emma Goldman was in this group.
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The attraction Communism heas for Socialists and
anarchists 1s rather obvious. A less noticeable group,
those who seek politiqal power for themselves, is also
attracted by the Communist power machine.in which these
pécple are maﬁe to feel important and powerful even in
thelr early and small‘positions; while before them like
the carrot dangling before the donkey's eye, 18 the plo=-
turevof‘the pdwer‘which.théy\may someday hold over their
fellow men if they aré faithful in the ?arty. This lure
of power to the power«hungry also serves to “ni_ p90ple

in the- Party after they have become members, and to quiet

any doubts which might otherwise lead to disillusion-

ment. It is quite probable that the eﬁjoyﬁent of power
and the desire for mare power helped make Banjamin Gitn
low the "most devoted Communist in America.” In hia
words:

The gospel of control, of securing the actual
power-~that 1s the heart and soul of Bolshevik
philosophy, that is the fascination that draws
such a varied assortment of the dlsgruntled and
the dissatisfied to the banner of Communism....
It is a fascination virtually irresistable to the

power hungryql
Max Eastman pointa out that pacple vho enter the Com-

munist camp full of high ideals anddesires for a better

1 Gitlow, Banjamiﬁ, Lg f@és, pe 473
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political aystem are held in the movement by their
desire for power, after they hecome disabused of thelr.
ideals. The early desire for politioesl powérzfar the
workers gnd peasantg is replaced by a deéire‘fﬁr personw

al power,

gg; gttractiogg The Oommunist Party 1s a

social organimation as well as a political organization.
and 1its soolal attracti ons are powerful, particularly %o
thoge who hava,noﬁ faund a sat;sfactory sooial ad Justment
in othér institutions, ?o those pea?le who are lbnely}
and frustratad; to those who have the feeling of not be-
ing acoepted by the ordinery socisl inatitdiéns of home,
famiiy; ehuxch, 1odgé, taam; and military organizetiong--
to all these the COmmunist‘Partyvis a haven of refuge
where they find acceptance end fulfillment. As Benjamin
Gitlow indicates, the Communist Party gives meaning and
purpose to thome whose liveé would otherwlise be without
any purpose 6r meaniné; Here they find work to do and
the plaudits of thelr comrades for dding it. There is
also the added thrill which oomes to those who engage

in oonspiraporia} activity. If gsexual fulfillment is
lacking, it, too, can be provided in the Communist
Party.g Dullness and monotony are banished for the

2 Bohlesinger, A. M, Jr., The Vital Center, p. LOW
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Communist., He is a valued member of a consecrated
brotherhood working for a revolution whisch is supposed

to free mankind from its c¢haing, end, incldentally, So

bring the 1ndividual into a position of power. The emo-

tion&l gtimulus and satisfaction which come to those who

work end 1live with such a group are among the powerful

ettracti ons of Communisam.

Religious attracbions. Closely related to the

goel al appeal of the Communist movems nt is its religious

nature, which 18 an atbraction to many pemple; The pre-

sentAimporﬁance of this religious attraction is stated
by Martin Ebon: "Communism today is less an economic
gchool of thought than a modern cult. It hasvthe-charn
acteristiocs of a religlous novement "3 ‘5ifferent'ob~
‘servers recognized the religious manifestation of Com=
munism in varlous ways. ZBugens Lyons saw it as a means
wed by Stelin to attain the virtue of infallibility
for his pronouncementss
Bd deifying Lenin, Stalin made himself the
mouthplece of deity. To contradiet him, even to-
‘question his most absurdilies about simple facts,
would soon hecome blasphemous andutherefore punish-
able even unto the death penalty.

Louls Budenz-Saw~it_as worship of the leader: "Stalin

Ebon Martin, World Comm TOG y De 535
gEEIin  the

Lvons, Bugene,

ussiag, p. 150
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worship is a reality. Stalin worship is the mighty
dynamic force which 1s killing of f Chinese peassnts,
vmurdering‘men of raligion;.."s‘ Gitlow ha d this to
say about Communism as a religion.

Communists to be understood mush be taken
as human beings to whom Communism, the Bolshevik
brand, with its ldolizing of Soviet Statism, is

a re3igion %6 which they. adgere fanatioally like
dogmahic raligiouq zealots.

Thia religious facet of Gammunlsm 1g not passive.

It expressasyitself in an acﬁive‘oruaade_for.power. It
is an authoritarian religion, pioviding an answer to-
every question and a disciplina such as 1s‘eléewhere}
fcundvonly in religious orders or in military orgénizan
tions. Such &isdipline ig an attraoﬁion rather than an
cbstacle to most of thoae who beooma enchanted by the
Gommunist dream. "The great majority of membars in
‘.America,_as in Burope, want to be disciplined."7 - Bast-
~ mén wrotet "I have 1éarned...howvmuch infantile and
primltive yearning for dependénée,/ﬁor external author-
ity, for the soveréign-father, there ig in the average

human heart."a

!

Such a two-fisted, active, well orgenized re-

ligion holds a strong appeal for people who have found

5 Budenz, Louis, Men Without Taces pe 157 -
6 Gitlow, Benjamin, The Who "of Thed &;veg P97
’ 6 Eéer. hZ Tou

Sehlesinger The % al
g Bagtman, Stalin g Rugg
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ordinary religions too teme or too slow or too plous
for.their zealouﬁuéispositions. Budenz' conversion

~ to Communism iS'a good,exmmp;é\of this. The fanatical
element in the Communist religion helps to insulaete the
consecrated member ageinst faots which might otherwise

disillusion him.9

Eooggm;g'ghﬁgégt;gg.‘ The economic attractions
of Communism seem t0 occupy & subordinate pésitidn;_éxn
éépt insofar as they servé.to araﬁse the emotions of
prospective converts. Tha\gconomie appeal was stonge
egt during the depregsion years when'the,oapitalist
system of production seemed to be falling apert of its
own welght. 'Then 1£;appeared to meny thiﬁking people
that‘capitaliém's fallure o provide the meases wiﬁh
enough buying péwer to keep thezfactcriQS'and farms
operating juétified supplanting the outworn ayatem
with the sociallstio system of distribution, where all
scononic eotivities wauld be conducted by the govern-
ment of workers and peasanﬁs for thé banﬁfit‘of all the
peOple. The propaganda of the Communists wag most

skillfully deviced to ensnare idealistio people seeking

9 Massing, Hede, This Deception, p. 83
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a,sblution $0 the recurring economic orises and im-
perinlistic wars which plegue the capitalist systen.
Whittaker Chambers haSVWell sxpregsed thavlare‘which '
Gommunisﬁ'offeré to the middlé;olass idaalisﬁx

- The making of a good livling does not neossgsarily
blind a men to a critical period vhioh he 1s passing
fhrough. Such people, in fact, may feel a special

ngecurlty and anxiety. They seek a moral solution
in a world of moral confusion, Merxism, Leninism
offers an oversimpliflied explanation of the causes
and a progrem for action., The very vigor of the pro-
Jeot particularly appeals to the more or less shelter-
ed middle~class intelleotuals, who fesl that the whole
context of their lives has kept them away from the
world of reality. I do not know whethsr I make thig
very clear, mt I am trying to get at 1t. They feel
e very natural concern, one might slmost say a Chrig-
“tian concern, for underprivileged people., They feel
a great intellectual concern at least; for reourring
sconomic crises, the problem of war, which in our
lifetime hes agsumed en atroclous proportion, and whioh
always weighs on the., What shell I do? At that
orossroads the evil thing, com gnism, lies in walt
for them with a simple answer. ‘

o The Uommunist regime set forth its "ideals of
equallty and human liberation in 1ts official decrees
,and}lawa.”;l This propaganda reaped a rich harvest of
gonvertg o Ooﬁmuniém in the 193 's. Those who enlisted
invthe cause during this parioa balieved that\"cama

| munism was the wave of the fubure..that it promised a

10 From the record of the House Committee on
Un~Amaréoan Activities, Awgustrag, lg&Biéaslq%gted .
in the Saturday Ezeg;ngmgast ‘abruary 19 Pe. 2
'’ ook, .1dney,"_he'Liﬁerature of Disiilusion« :
men25; Yerdioct of Thres Decadesg, edited by Jullen Steinberg,
D : o
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better economic order..."t? Louls Budenz was one of
the thousands of ideﬁlisﬁio people who joined the
Party during the dapression. } }

In recent years, however, the eontinuous feil-

ure of OOmmunism to provide a decent‘standard of living

or its people has demonsgtrated its failure a8 an econo-

mic panaces. ‘The‘eqonomgc appeal of Communism to the
intellect_is{glight, while its appeal tovﬁhe emotioné
is great. The ddwntroddeﬁ and exploited workers do:noﬁ
flook to Gommunism seeking economic blessings.13 Those
who geek the Gommunist shrine are rather the lonely,
thwarted people whose strcng}emptions‘have long been
danied expression by their drab and meanihgless livea.
They wnnﬁ'emotional exbréssion‘ they want'to belong to
something greater than themselves; they want to feel
important; they want to be orusaders for an 1dealistic
aohame to. make a bebter wcrld, they went power, or atb
least a“prOspeﬁt of power; they wanﬁrexaitament and

activity. These thihgs Communi sm elther glves them

or promisges them. ‘ Such are the attraoﬁions of Communism.

12 neVoto, Barnard "The Ex~communigts,“
The Atlantic Monthly, February, 1951, p. 62

l% agsing, Hede Ihis ﬁeoeption, foreword by
Morris Ernst, p. xi
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Of the four disenchanted individuals here
considered, each one was sincere in wanting a bet-
ter form of humen society on this earth., Emma Gold-
man wanted to see suffering humanity freéd from the .
tyrenny of governments and employers. Gitlow end Beste
man believed that a benign and paternalistic Soolalism
would golve the problems of mankind. Budenz‘wantad to
crusade for a better 1ife for the woTkeTs. They sup-
ported Communism because they believed it would achieve
these goals, Yet in the end the political impect of
Gommunism on thege four people resulted in their ocom~
plete and bitter disillusl onment,

Baoch of these people was duped by the false prom-
ises of Communism} only to find later that the real ob-
jeotlve of both Lenin and.ﬁtalin wag personal power.,
Once this power was in their hanﬂs; they pald no further
atbantioa to the promlises which they hed used as balt to
get the support of the people. Stalin's duplicity is
evidenced by the Congtitution of the Union of Soviet
Soclalist Republiocs, which states in Article 3: "All
power in the USSR bélongs 1o the'warkihg people of town
and country me represented by the Soviets of Working

Paopleta Depaﬁies."lu' In actual practice, all power in

- A% Spector, Ivar, An Introduction to Rugslen
Higtory end Culture, p. W1l |
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the USSR belongs to 8talin. The Constitution is for
"show" and propaganda pufposes, Both in thelr pursult
of powaf and in their exeroise of power; Lenin and
Stelin continually used measures of unprecedented brutal-
ity and terrorism which were instrumantal‘in dlsillusion-
ing many idealistic comrades. In evaluating the effective~
ness of brutality in causing disenchantment, Sidney Hook
wrote: "What struck them most foreibly wés the erue;tx;
the unnecegsary oruelty, which pervadéd almost every as-
- pect of Soviet adminlstrative practice....it Was gystema-
tio; a mtter of State poligy..;"lS This cruelty was one
- of the decisive dlsillusioning factors in the cases of
Goldmen and Zastmen, who saw their friends and assoclates
cruelly persecuted, defamed and killed, Both Goldmen and
Eastman saw the intellectuals as a oclass belng liquidated
in Rusgsia. The terror was sbriking too olose for them
$0 retain a-detach@d end impersonal attitude. Disillusion-
ment followed quickly. , ,

It is regrettable that the four péople here studled
learned so little from each otber; except for Gitlow and
Eastman;vwho were assoolates and contemporary in thelr

support of Communism. Bastman knew Emma Goldman and

15 Hook, Sidney, Yerdict of Three Decades, p. 613
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could easily have read her books, published in 1923
and 1924, nearly ten years before his own disillusion-
ment with Communism, If he read them he does not so
state in his own books, Her obgervations while in Russia
differed radically from his, for he mssociated only with
- the consecrated leaders of the Party. He has written no-
thing of his observations of Russian living conditions
anong the masses: the obvious conclusion is that he was
shown only the "ghow" schools; villages, factories, eto.

Louls Budenz; who did not join tha‘com@unist Party
untii 1935, must heve ignorad'all'the "literature of dis-
. 1llusionment™ which had been written by that time. Gold-

men's My ;s;l;uszogmgg dn Rugsia sn@ My Further Dig-
illusionment in Russie, Eestman's Since Lenin Died; Marx,
Lenin and the Bolence of Revolution; and Artiste in
Uniform, to mention only a few titles, were available

to him. Yet in his own writings he Gosg not indicate
that he hand read any of these. He was too intent on
reading and re-reading Lenin's works to heéd the warne -
ings given by those who had taken the Oommunist bait
before him. He had to learn by his own experience b
cause he did not avell himself of the opportunity to

learn from the experience of others,
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II. THE FAILURES OF COMMUNISM

The prinoipal reasons for the disilluslonment
of these four veople may be summarized in two bried
statements: Communism is unsound in theory, =nd.Com-

munism has failed in practice.

Communism unsound j_g_m Max Eastman has
exﬁésed“the unsoundhess-of Communist theories in a mbét
capable menner. The dialéoﬁic ays tem of‘thinking usged
by Marx is unsound because it im bagsed not on any soienti-
fic or factual evidenca,.but onl“disputation" or argument,
among se#éral people, or by one man arguing with himself
and convinocing himéelf that what‘hé mdéhes to believe is
trué. 'Tha_dialeotic‘systeﬁ is ﬁerely ﬁwiahtul thinking"
without regard for facts or evidence_cf any kind. 'Marx
‘also idéntifiedhimself with the divine order: of things
by insisting that what he wished to ocour would inevit-
ably take piaceo He set’himseif up‘as a proﬁhet who
could not possibly be misteken in enything he predicted.
His predictions included siezure of power by the workers,
e "diotatarship of the proletariat" which would set up
a Sooialist eoonbmic system so perfeoct that 14 would run

by itself, at which point the state would "wither away"”,

e
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leaving a "soclety of the free amd qual" in which there
would be plahty for sll. BServices would be 6ontributaa
"from each according to his ability" and goods distribut-
ed to "each according 0 his needs." Marx gives no proof
of any kind. Hestman says that his whole scheme is one
of "wish fulfillment thinking,..as erude and antiquated
ag it is 1ngenious";16 and that its falsity is being prove
ed by the failure of thé Russian RéveluﬁianQ Most pre=-
posteraus, Easnman wrote, is the assumptlon thet the state
would "wihher'awaj" while adminisbering all the eoonomic
activities of a country.

Lenin tried to injeot "a soientific revolutionary |
attitude™ into Marx-ism. He belleved that he wag the
working class, and that his knowledgé_was "ﬁhe highest
projuct of Natureﬁ--immuﬁe to the errors of ordinary human
beings. Such coﬂ@eit; based on Marx' theories, combined
with the ldeam that "the end justified the means", made
Lenin a tyrant who enslaved the workers;vrobbea the
peasants, liquidatad the intellectuals, and massacred the
Kronstadb sallors. | |

With the same conceit and bigotry, Stalin set him-

gell up as the sole arbiter of Communist theory. He

16 Eastman, Stalin's Rugsis, p. 167
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discarded the withering awsy of the state as outworn,
but-followed the dialectic system, making up his own
rules as he went along, fnd meking Merxisme-Leninism a
religion, with himself as its authqrized_prophgt and

apoke sman.

Communism feiled in practice. A further proof
of the unsoundness of Gommunist theory was its failure

in practice to produce th@}benefits it prbmiseﬂ. Thils
féiluré.bés been instrumental in disillusioning many of -
thé;faithful. ;Theeﬂonomic benefl ts predicted as in-
eviﬁable by Marx end Lenin have falled to appear. Lenin
wag among the first to realize thelr failure. He prova&

. that Communism would not work out in practice when, in

1919 to 1921, he conducted an expériment-in whioch he plag-

ed one prbvinoe on a strictly Communist bagis, a second

on & seminﬁommunist baais, and a thiﬂd'cn'a sami—oapitalist

basis. Eoonomic progress was che cked clogsely in each pro-

vinoe. The success of the semi-capitalist province was
so outstanding that even Léhin was convinced., He con-

fessed to the Tenth Congress in 1921 that his investiga-
1 on had proven to him thet a strictly Communist system

would not work successfully. Having seen the advantages

. TR T
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of the semiecapitalist policy demonstrated in this exw

periment, Lenin instituted the Néw Eoonomio Polioy,'which
established seml-capitalist procedures throughout the
country. Under this N.E.P. Rugaia enjoyed greater proge-
perity than at any time since the Revolution, thus demon-
gtrating on a 1arne sdala, as Lenin had ﬁfeviously-praved
on & small soale, that Gommunism oould not succeed esconom~
icallY-l7 Emme Goldmmn quotes Lenin as saving. "Only fools
cen believe that Communism is possible in Russia now."18
| ~ The economic féilure of the Communist scheme also
had 1ts effeot on the four dlsenchanted here studied. Emma
Goldman wrote of the famine of l92l; waloh was due to the
bungling Qf Communist bureaucrats. Jhe Was appalled duye-
ing'har two years in Russia by therfailure of the éom~
munlst system to provide food, olothing and shelter for
the people, Gitlow saw the same stark povgrty cn‘his
three trips to Russia. Bestmen read of the”same,poverty |
in‘the books of Lyons and others who had become disilluaﬁﬁw
ad. |

Gommunism also failed in that the "aictatorship

of the proletarist" and bthe "government of workers snd

17 Speotor Ivar An Introduction to uss;a
‘Higtggz and C 1ture, pp. 29 —297

18 Goldnan, fnna, My Further Digillusionment
in Rugsis, ». 153
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peasants" as predicted by Marx and Lenin féiled to
materialize., Instead, Communism has beengoverned by
e totelltarian dictatorship under Lenin and Stalin.,
Under such dictatorship the will of the people meant
nothing, elections were fardes in vhich the dlotator's
candidates were unanimously elected. Anyoné questioning
the policies of the dictator could bé liquidated without
trial.

Communism begets totalitarienism. Eastman con-

cluded that Gommunis¢ by lts very nature begets total~
itarianism, Goldmen, Gitlow, Eastmen, and Budenz all
stress their abhorrence of the Red dictatorship as one
of the important factors in tpeir dl sillusionment.

The "soclety of the free andequal,y which Marx
.predicted as Inevitable, 1s further from achievement
under Communism than it was under the Czars. All of
these disenchanted four record the disheartening effecﬁ
of the mental and physical oruelty, oppression, and
slavery forced upon tneépgople by Lenin and Stalin.
Persécution, slavery, tbrturé; gtarvation and death,
or the constan§~fear of these terrors;,have been the
lot of the Ruéﬁian people under their new masters.

1
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From its conception in the wishful thinking
of Marx to0 its maturity in the horror of Stalin's man-
made femine, purges; and cold war egalnst the free«world;
the Russilan Gom&unist exp@riment had given thesa four,
Goldmen, Gitlow, Bastmen, end Budenz, ample reasons to
spend thalremainder of thelr lives fighting against

Communi sm.

THE END

o




BIBLIOGRAPHY

Aoton, Lord, Higtory of Ereedom, 1909 (quoted in-

Stevenson, Burton, The Home Book of Proverb
May s-wém;;é{%‘_h.%__ar Bos, Do 1058, The
aoMillan Company, New York, 1948) -

B'ud.e}nz Louis Francis, Men Wiﬁgogt Faceg. ‘I‘hve‘
L Comﬁmunist Gonspirécy in the U.S.A: ' Harper
& Bros,., New York, OCopyright 1948,1949,1950.

This My Story, Whittlesey House,
' Mgﬁréw- 111 Book ompax'zy, Inc., New York:
1947. '

Corry, J. A., Blements of Demogratic Government
Hardy Professor of Political Solence, Queents
University, Kingston, Ontario. Oxford University
Press, New York, Lol7. A

Orossmen, Richard, editor, The God That Failed.
Harper end Brothers, New York, 19[@. ‘

Eastman, Max, Artists in Uniform. A study of
vLite’ratux"e and Bureauecratism. Alfred A. XKnopf,
New York, 193% | |

» The Bnd of Socialism in Rugsia. Little,
Brown and Co., Boston, 1937.

| Enjoym e%fs of Iiving. Harper and Brothers
“Tew York and London, 1940, . '

Heroes I Have Known. Twelve who lived
%'cga% lives. Simon and Shuster, New York,
942

Leon Trotsky: The Portrait of s Youth.
~Greenberg, ?ublish!:er, no., New York, 1925

Merx, Lenin and the Selence of Rev-
lon. c’)ndon: Gearge Allen end Unwin Ltd,,
uskin House, 40 Museum Street, W.0.X., 1926

-

| AT I SRR IS 5. T T SR A TR T LT T

R T T T T



197

Marxism, ls It §o;ggge? Ww.W. Norton '
§§8mpany, Inc., 70 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y.,
1940,

8ince Lenin Died. Bonl and Liveright New
York, 1925.

and the Gr;s%a %oo;g -
Gompanv, New ork, 940,
Ebon Martin World ‘¢ gg '?hittlesey
' House, Néw Tork, 19

Gitlow, Benjamin, I oggegg The Truth about Americen
| Communism, with an introduction by Max Eastman.
B. P. Dutton and Ca., Inc., New York, 19%0.

gl Liveg. Communism in

Am riea~ ersona 1stdry and Intimate Pore

trayal of its Leaders, with a foreword by Max
Bastmen. Oharles Soribner's Sons, New York,l948,

Goldman, Emma, Aﬁaggﬁism and other Essays. With
Biographic sketch by Hippoiyte Havel., Mother
Barth Publisiing Association, 210 East Thirteenth
St., New York, 1910,

- Dis: ) t-in Rusgsgia. Doubleday
~Page & Co., Garden Oity, New York, 1923. ’

» MY Fgrtger Disiliuglonment 1 Rugs%g
: Be Ing a continuation of Migs Goldmen's xperienoes
, 1n Russla as glven in My Disillusionment

gg Lglg Deubleday, Page & Co.,

Lgvigg Life. Two volumes. Alfred A,
Knopf N@W’Y%%k 1931,

"~ Harlow, Ralph V., Growth of the United Stat ea. Vblum
: ELEE.Q?QME e ol ma"“"i"*'o LigE.A8s, e
avised Edition, Hen y Holt and Oompany. 51.

¢ (

arden Gity, New




198

Hoak qidney "Literature of Disillusionment,"

T%gee Decades. Julien. Steinberg .
editer: Duel 1oan and Pearce, New York, 1950.

Lyons, Bugene, Stalin, Gzar of all the Rugsiag.
7. B. Lippincot 60., New York, i940.'

Massing, Hede, Thisg Degeption. Duell, Sloan and : :
Pearce, New'Ycrk 197 l. : » / i

Schlesinger, Arthur M.Jr., The Vital Oenter. The
Politios of Freedom. Houghton ifflin Co., ;
Boston, 19h9 S - o

Speotor Ivar, An gtrodugtigm Lo Rgggiag Higtory - :
ﬁgg,gg%gﬁsg, D. Van.Nostrend Go., Ine., New ¢
ork, . _ e

Steinberg, Julien erd;c of Three Da des. From E;ﬁ;;
the Literature of Individual Revolt Against
Soviet Communism:- 1917»1950. Bditved by Julien-
Stainberg. Duell Sloan and Pearoe New York 1950.

Tohernavin Vladimir, "glave Labor and Big Business,"
NL: rdict of Three Decages, Julien Stelinberg, : ' L
gitor' vell, Sloan end Pearce, New York, 1950. ‘ ;

PERIODIOALB

Ghambers Whittaker, "I Was the Witness " The. uagurgaz
" Evening Post, February 16, 1952, p. 21v -

DeVoto, Bernard, "The Ex-Communistse,” The gtlantia
Mogthlz February, 1951.

Eastman, Max, The Liberator, Maroh 1 18 April 1918 L

May, 1919. Published monthly: by 1berator Publish~
ing Co., 3& Union Square East, New York.

Eastman, Max, T e M , published by The Masses
‘Publishing 50 Nassau Street, New York,. from

Deoember 1912 to July, 1917.

Editorial Goldman's Obituary, "The New Republie,™ June
-3, 194 10, p. T47. Published by Editorial ublioa-
tiong, Ino., 10 Hegt U9th Street, New York,



	The expousal, examination through experience, and renunciation of communism by Emma Goldman, Benjamin Gitlow, Max Eastman and Louis Budenz
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1522789399.pdf.BUavX

