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SECTION I 



CHAPTER I 

A PHILO~OPHY FOR THE DE W ·liNATIOlJAL 

OURRICULUU l'' OR dlliLDRt:N 

As re look upon educ ation t oday we notice quite a 

different emphasi s from tha t of even t wenty-five yea rs ago , 

when t he accumula tion of much knowledge and many skills was 

the chief objective . There i s a noticeable decrease in 

emphasis on the accumula tion of f cts for facts ' sake, a nd 

the curriculum has been enlivened by the utiliza tion of 

real-life s ituations. 

The ai m of the modern program of educa tion has been 

shift ed from i mparting information and perfecting skills to 

guiding purposes , a ttitudes , a nd inte rea t n of t he pupils . 

These principles apply as much t o Christian as to secular 

education. Certainly there must also be t he i mparting of 

information from the Bible as God ' s l·lord. in order that 

growing youth of today may know and accep t Chri s t as t he 

11 1-le.y, t he Truth , and t he Life , " but true Chri s tianit y can 

never be lea rned apart from living , beca use it i s life . 

The pre sent a rrangement in mos t of t he lU Rs ion 

Covenant Churches , as in moat other Protestant groups , 

makes it very difficult to carry on an UP-to- date program 

of Christian educ ation. In the firs t pl aoe most churches 

were not built f or educa tiona l purposes a nd ao do not have 
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suff icie nt room for such a program. Secondly, the ma jority 

of SundaY School t eacher s and workers are untra ined and 

for t h1o reason do not unders t and ho~ the mode~n trends of 

education can be followed in t he church school . The third, 

and probabl y mos t serious, obs t acle i s t he ext remely 

limi t ed period of time alotted to education in t he 

chur ch ' s program . In t he major ity of churches the child 

spends only f rom f orty to sixty minutes out of the entire 

week in Sunday School , where he i s to receive mos t of his 

Christia n ins truction and guidance . Oft en this time i s 

cut cons i derably shorter by t he irregula r attendance of 

the pupil . Many of t he children come from homes where 

t here is little or no interes t i n God or t he church , and 

so t he only Christ1a~ tra ining t hey receive 1o t hat given 

by the Sunday School. 

The high school and young people ' s progr am bas 

been suppl emented by various types of youth mee tings , some 

of which have been held s unday evenings , end others on 

various night s during the week . The Vaca tion Bible School 

hao a l so become ra t her popula r in recent years . In the 

majority of churches i t i s held t hree hours a day f or t wo 

weeks out of the summer. In many cases children a ttending 

have received more concentrated Christian teaching during 

t his brief period than t hroughout the entire yea r 1n the 

Sunday School. Summer youth camps have also become an 



important means through which the program of Christia n 

education has been supplemented and specific evangelistic 

emphasis has been made . 

3 

In spite of the se various efforts we realize t hat 

we are s till devoting far t9o little time to the Christian 

education of boys and girls. It is, therefore, the pur

pose of this t hesis to p resent a week-day extended program 

to supplement the present Sunday School and Vac tion Bible 

School curriculum f or juniors , (ages 9-11), in the Mission 

Covenant Church, and to challenge workers to use modern 

and i mproved methods of teaching. 

I n order to give t he proper foundation upon which 

to build a study of this kind , we will continue in this 

introductory chapt er wt th a di scussion of wha t we believe 

concerning the curriculum of Christian education in 

gener al. Chapter T\<~o deal s with 11 Principles and Objec

tives . 11 The basic principles of all education a re 

followed by a brief history , and t he b~sio princi ples 

underlying Christian education in particula r. The chapter 

continues with interdenominational and denomina tional 

goals and objectives based upon t hese principl es . Chapter 

Three 1s devoted to "Building t he Curriculum in Christian 

Education f or Children • 11 This chapter includes a brief 

di scussion of types and pl anning of units and a study 

differentiating between unite for the Sunday School and 



units for an ext ended session as is suggested in t his 

thesis . 

The major emphasis , however, ia g iven to Section 

Two, Chapter Four, where , in a speci fic way, a program 

of Christian education for junior clubs in the Missi on 

Covenant Church is outlined . Chapter Five give s a sample 

unit: 11 The Story of t he Bi ble • 11 Through such a program 

it is possible to add to the opportunities offered in 

Sunday School, f ur t her oppor t unities for real Christian 

living under t he careful gui dance of conscientious 

leaders , and also to i ncrease t he t i me available to 

receive definite knowledge and experience e of worship 

through t he study of God ' s \ford aa well a s through s acred 

music and religious art. 

I . THE CURRICUt,UM OF CHRISTIAll EDUCATION 

4 

In order to discuss the program of Christi an educa

tion in t he Church, we must define t he much used a nd little 

unders tood \'tord 11 curriculum. n Vi e t h , in his book ~ 

Church~ Christian Education, gives three conceptions 

of this word. 

In the broades t sense of t he t erm, all life is t he 
curriculum. There is no experi ence which does not 
hAve an influence on what peopl e become . And if 
religion is concerned with all phases of life , then 
most of life ' s experiences may be thought of as 
t he relig ious curriculum. • • • • The distinguishing 
feature of t h a conception of curriculum 1s t hat it 



sees t he individual as a t-1hole , in all h i s contacts , 
and recognizes t he outoowe . in his char acter as the 
result of all the se forces . 

This conception . of curriculum is too broad for 
p r actical purposes . That all t hese forces a re 
i mportant in g rowt h a nd development cannot be deni ed. 
Indeed, it is because they have s o often not . been 
t aken into account by t he church t hat Chri s tian 
education has been compa r atively ineffective . But 
we need a concep~ion of curriculum which give s a 
church board of Chri s tian education somet hing tang i
bl e to work with. 

A second way in which the curriculum of Christian 
education i s defined has it i nclude all thos e activi
ties and experience~ which a re initia ted or utilized 
by t he church f or the achievemen t of t he ai ms of 
Christia n educa tion. These activities a nd experiences 
will include t hings done f or the pupils , activities 
t-rhich tbe pupil s t hemselves a re l ed into doing , 
environing conditions which inf luenc e t hought s and 
a ttitudes , persons with 1hom the pupils come in 
cont act , f ellowshi p groups in \fhich t hey are i mme rsed, 
books and other source mater~ale , a nd their life 
situations a nd p roblems outs i de t he church which 
ar e used as illustra t ions of Chris tian living a nd 
the setting for Chris tian conduct . The di s tingui sh
ing feature of this conception of curriculum is t hat 
it embr aces t he conscious efforts of t he leaders in 
t he church to hel p its pupils to put t heir entire 
lives under the guidance nd control of t he Christian 
gospel . 

There i s yet a thi rd conception of curriculum. 
This limits t he t erm to t he p repared mat eri al s for 
use in the church ' s program of Chri s tia n education. 
This includes books f or t eachers a nd pupils , periodi
cal s , pictures, hymns and music , s l i des and motion 
pictures . The term "lesson materials" is often used 
t o describe these printed materia ls . The di s tinguish
ing feature of t hi s conception i s that it views curri
culum from the s t andpoint of what may be done f or t he 
local church by some outs i de g roup to cause it to 
have an effective progr am. l 

5 

1 Paul H. Vie t h , The Church and Chris tian Education 
( St . Louis : The Bethany Pres , 1947~p. 134-135 . 



6 

As one can see through ca reful s tudy of t hese 

definitions , t he second and t hird a re essential to t he 

unders tanding of a succes sful pr ogram of Christian educa

tion. The use of ca refully prepared a nd organi zed 

mat erials 1e e s senti al to growt h , a nd yet t he use of 

ma terials alone i s meaningl ess unless ~hey come to life 

within the prog r am of the l ocal church . 

Then we have t he diff iculty of ~eciding upon the 

organizing pr inci ple of the curriculum . Shall it be con

tent- centered or child ( e~per1ence ) centered? Both points 

of view are s till current . Those who advocat e a conte~t-

centered curriculum emphasize nont ent for content sake . 

Those who defend the 11 ch11d- cent ered11 view emphas ize t he 

i mportance of t he child ' s nexperienc1ng 11 t hat which is to 

'be learned. 

As we s tudy the t wo viewpoin t s , 1t becomes clea r 

t hat we cannot settle t his question with an eit her - or 

2 o.ns \'rer . 

The need s of t he pupils must be known but the 
answer to those needs mu st be found outside t he 
pupil himself . There is a 11 g1ven11 -- a content , 
and t hat content has been given in God ' s revela tion 
of himself in t he Script ures . The content is God ' s 
rro rd which God spoke to t he prophe t s and which to 
t hem became t he central authority for life . That 
Wo rd l a t er became incar na t e i n a person , and it is 

2 Infra , Chapt er I I I , p . 29-32 . 



this Person who is t he center .of the program of 
Chr1atian Education . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

That ~lord will have moaning a nd authority for 
t he prese~t.gcneration only as it is addressed 
to t he needs of the individual s of this genera
tion • • • • To a l earne r conscious of hi s need , 
t he content of Christian educa tion can be only t he 
Gospel-- t he good neue of God ' s love .3bich 
redeoms , pardons , and transforms life . 

i1e can t hen st at e the purpose of a curriculum of 

Christ ian education as follows : to confront individual s 

wi th the gospel of Jesus Chr i st , leading t hem to an 

experience of salva tion t hrough Hi m and nurturing within 

t hem a life of f a ith, hope and love which ~rill be i n 

ha rmony with the gospel and expr essed in their everyday 

living . Thi s denotes t wo necessar y aspects of the pro

g ram: the t eaching , which begins \-11th t he f irst contact 

~ith t he chil d and continues t hrough to the l ast contact 

with the adult; and t he individual ' s per sonal experi ence 

of salvation , ·rhich ~rill t a lte pl aoe a t t he s t age of 

development when the indivi dual recogni zes his own sin 

a nd therefore hi s need of a Savior. 

II . PROGRESS IN THE PROGRAH OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

IN THE EVA!"iGELICAL UISSION GOVENAUT CHURCH 

7 

There have been encouraging developments in various 

3 Chr·i s tian Faith a nd Li fe , A Program f or Church 
and Home (Philadelphia : T~Presbyter1an Board of Chris tian 
Efuica:ti'On, 1948 ), p . 3 . 
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phases of the program of Christian educa tion. The emphasis 

in most ca se s i s no longe r entirely cent ered upon the 

accumulation of Biblical knowledge alone but i s extended 

to include t he using of such Jplo\-rledge in everyday 

Chri stian experience end life . More and more we are 

coming to r alize t hat accumula tion of knowledge is made 

valuable only a s it finds expression in the life of the 

individual . 

Another grea t . i mprovement may be found in the 

gr ading of m terials . It was not so many years ago that 

the Uniform Lessons \-tere used t hr oughout the Sunday 

Schools . Now there is g rowing concern among curriculum 

committees and les son writers to fit their selections and 

materials to the age and grade of the pupils . The same 

Bible s tories a r e nm·r seldom uoed for beginners and 

adults . It is realized that the experiences and needo of 

the different age groups are very different; therefore 

ma t erials must be gr aded to meet t hose differences . A 

grol-ring concern i s also being shown in the areas of 

content to be covered in l esson materials . As t he leaders 

in Christian educat1on a re becoming increasingly a\;a.re of 

the needs of t he whole child , they realize t hat t here are 

many a reas of life which need to be considered in 

Christia n teaching if it i s to produce well-rounded 

Christian per sonal! ties . There i s also a gro\r1ng intereot 
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in bringing supplementary mat erials such as colored 

p ictures , slides and other visual a ids , suitab~e hymns 

and music , and other resources into the church. Much 

improvement has a l so been made in the general appear ance 

of materials . The paper is of better quality , the type 

is clear and better adapted t o the age of the pupils , and 

t he illustrations are mor~ attractive and better s uited 

to the various age groups . 

The i mportance of the howe in the curriculum of 

Chr1~t1an educa tion i s gaining increasingly more a tten

tion. As all children spend the grea test part of their 

time under the direct influence of their homes, we 

cannot overestimate the importance of this phase of the 

curriculum. we cannot set up a program of Christian 

education excluding t he mothers and the f a t he rs . 

Although parent s do have a di s tinct obligation for the 

Christian nurture of their own children , it i s the 

church' s responsibility to work cooperatively wi th them 

in this grea t t ask . In homes where Christian interes t 

is decidedly l acking , there i s a real problem, but in 

such oases it becomes the churoh1 a responsibility to 

lead both parents and children to see the great need for 

Chri st in their lives . 

The living church is a t eaching church, and 
periods of formal instruct ion a re necessary . In 
this progr am pastor, parents and teachers in the 



church school all have a share and a responsibi lity. 
But a grea t deal of t he ro9s t .effeot1ve t eaching 
~sults when no one i s consci ous of the f act t hat 
t eaching is being done , i . e ., when the church i s 
hones tly seeking in the things it does to be a 
living witness to t he Goapel . 4 

4~., p . 5 . 
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CHAPTER II 

PniNCIPLES AND OBJ ECTIVES 

A ca reful s tudy of t he public school prog r am of 

educa tion a nd. t he churcl;l 1 s prog r am of Chri stian educa tion 

reveal s much simila rity . Both a re de f initel y ai med towar d 

t he growt h of t he child and the deve lopment of cha r acter. 

Thi s chapte r \'lill further di s cuss t he bas ic princ i ples of 

a ll education , and will t hen give a brief his tory and t he 

p rinciples for a prog ram of Chr i stian educa tion . The 

inte r denomina tional and denominational obj ectives 1bich 

a re f ounded upon t hese p rinc i pl es will also be discussed 

in t hi s chapt er . 

The question which faces us as we t hink of all 

education i s : How do we learn? The bas i c princ i ples of 

general education can give us much hel p in answering t h i s 

question ; not t hat one could lif t out t he pr ogr am of 

secul ar educat ion and pl ace it i nt act in t he chur ch , but 

t he church does now r ecogni ze t ha t it i s t he s ame per s on 

wi t h t he same tendencies and capaci t i es who l earns 

history nnd geog r aphy in t he publ ic school who will l earn 

Christian truths in the Sunday School . Therefore , t he 

same gener al principl es of education will apply. 
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I . PRINCIPLES OF E.UUOATION 

Educa tion ~nvolves intelligence . Training may 
be concerned with action only, but education is more 
t han tra t ning . Educa tion t akes place \'.rhen persons 
a re made a\rar e of the f actors involved in t he 
s ituation , and in the light of the relevant con
siderations exercise judgment a nd ohoice. l 

The first of the basic principles of educat ion i s 

t ha t we learn by doing . Burton state ~ it thus : 11 \Te 

l earn what we do and do t·rhat we l earn . 11 2 \'Te cannot 

sepa r ate lif e and education , nor .1s it possible to 

separat e experience and lea rning . ii The process of l earn-

ing by ~oing , reacting , undergoing , i s called exper

iencing . n 3 

Secondly, t he child l earns as a whol e being and 

not as individual parts . I t i a impossible to separ a te tbe 

mind and t he body of t he child, or to omit his emotions . 

He comes to Sunday School \"11th all three , and he uses all 

t hree in t he learning process , whet her he i s guided or 

not. He way have been t aught to say the Ten Commandmen t s , 

but he may have l earned to dislike memorizing Scrip ture 

1 Int erna tional Council of Religious Education, 
Christian Educa tion, Today . A St a t ement of Basic Philos o
phy (1940 ) , p . 12 . 

2 Ui lliam Henry Bur ton , The Guidance 21. Learning 
ACtivities (Neu York: D. Appl eton- Century Company, Inc ., 
1944 ) ' p . 11. 

3 
~·, P • 61 . 
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a nd have dev~loped an a ttitude of irreverence in the 

house of God . Or he way have leaJ,ned the story of Samuel 

while developing an a ttitude of disrespect for his own 

church because of an unattractive classroom. No child 

ca n react piecemeal, nor is it pos sible to control any 

given situa tion s o that only selec t ed items will af fect 

him. Every part of the child responds f avorably or 

unfavorably to every part of the teaching situa tion. 

A third basic principle is that t here ia an inter

a ct+on of heredity and env1romn.ent which affects learn

ing . There a re v ery def init e inherited potentialities 

within each individual, but just how t hey wi ll develop or 

be realized depends upon the environment . The suggestion 

that desired results might be atta ined by skill f ul mani pu

l ation of the environment gives much courage to the 

educator, whether he i s in t he field of Christi a n or 

s ecula r educa tion. 

A fourth principle which is basic to all educa tion 

is that the individual needs of the pupils must be recog

nized . Children in the va rious age group s differ con

s i derably in understanding and degree of maturation. Even 

within t he same age gr oup pupils differ g reatly accordi ng 

to experience Pnd inherent abi lity. Therefore it becomes 

very import ant to consider the needs of the individual 

ohild in t he oonstru~tion of the curriculum . It is not 



14 

enough t hat teachers r ealize the exi s tence of t hese needs; 

pupils also mu st recogni ze t hem and thus be l ed to cooper

at e in the making of goa l s which they recogni ze a s being 

worthwhile to achi eve . These ob j ectives should allow for 

the g rowth and progress of each pup~l accordi ng to 

individual abilities a nd capacities . 

It i s not di fficult to see how r eadily t hese basic 

pri ncipl es of educa tion can be applied to t he teaching 

prog r am in the Chri s tian church. There i s much t hat can 

be lea rned from t he public school that will be of direct 

he~p to the church j,n ca rrying out t he great co!llUli ssion 

g iven by Ohriat : 11 Go ye therefore , and teach all na tions, 

baptizing them in the name of the Fat her , and of t he Son , 

and of t he Holy Ghost; Teaching t hem to observe all t hings 

wha t soever I have commanded you: • • • n4 

II . LOOKING BACK UPON CHRI STIAN EDUCATION 

Chri s tian education i s founded upon a love for God 

a nd up on the possibility of salvation t hrough Hi s Son, 

Jesus Chri st . It is not somet hi ng new and di fferen t but 

dates back as far as Chri s t i anity i t self. The church has 

a l wayo been interest ed in teaching grol'ling persons t he 

\'lord of God and l eading t hem to accep t Chri s t as t heir 

4 Ma t thew 28:19- 20. 
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per sonal Savior and to live according to His teachings . 

The organized pr ogram of Chri stian educa tion 

through the Sunday school has , ho\tever, been n compara

tively new venture 1n t he his tory of t he Protestant Church . 

I t has .made r api d advancement and its influence has been 

marked. Uhen Robert Rai kes , a Christian l ayman , had 

impr essed upon him t he sad condition of the boys a nd g1rla 

of his own city , Glouces t er , Engl and , he began to experi

ment with various met hods to hel p these poor, r agged , 

underpriv:q.eged children ho t'!ere getting into trouble on 

every hand . As a result the sunday School was begun in 

1780 when a group of t hese children were ~athered toget her 

under t he leade r shi p of four pai d teache r s for five hours 

each sunday . The prima ry purpose was to give t hem t he 

rudi ments of educat ion, but religious emphasi s was very 

definitely a part of t he lrhole prog r am. 

I n spite of a grea t deal of opposition thi s move

ment became very popular a nd g rew r api dly. Various 

soci eties and organi zations were f ormed. The Healeyan 

reviva l , l a t er, used the sunday School as a ve ry de finite 

e vangelis tic tool . In 1825 t he Ameri ca n Sunday School 

Union was est abl i shed, a nd its mi ssiona ries began evangel

i stic ork on the Ame rican frontier. From t his time on , 

the purpose of t he Sunday School has been definitely 

religi ous . \Te have reason to be t hankful to God f or what 
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has been a ccomplished during t he years t hrough this 

Chri s tia n institution in spite of t he f act that it has 

been severely handic~pped by t he l ack of tra ined wor kers , 

f acilities , a nd time . 

When the Sunday School f irs t became popul a r , it 

f unctioned without any thought on t he part of leaders , 

of g r ading t he pupils • . Neither was there a ny t hought of 

gr ading t he curriculum. Churches 't"l'e re built solel y f or 

wors h+p , with no thought of t he needs of t heir g rowing 

youth. Even after the Sunday School was generally 

a ccept ed , it func~ioned independently , as a s tep-child of 

the church itself . I t i s only in recent year s t hat a f ew 

of the church' s leaders have come to realize that 1t is 

i mpossi ble to sepa r at e Chri s tian education c:1nd \~orship . 

Each i s an i mportant part of the whole prog r am. Thia 

means t hat t he church has o.n obligation l>Thioh it cannot 

escape . It i s respons ible for its youth , and mus t se t up 

a progra m t hrough which it can l:'eaoh, ~;in , and educa te t he 

boys a nd girls of' t he community. 

III . PRINCIPLES OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Therefo re , 11 the concern of ()hri s tian educa tion 1:e 

to hel p per sons , whe t her young or old , to 11ve as 

Chri s tians-- t o f ace t he actual s itua tions t hat t heir 

world p resents to t hem a nd to resolve t he i ssues involved 
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in te rms of Christia n values a nd purposes •115 The prino1pl es 

of Christian education a s s t a t ed in Chris tian Educa tion 

Today , t he Int erna tional Council of Religious Educa tion , 6 

a re par aphrased as follows : 

1 . Chris tian educa tion t akes pl ace t hrough fellow

ship in Chri stian living a nd the sharing of Christian 

faith . Teacher s , parents , a nd other mature membe rs of t he 

fellot>rshi p seek definitely to hel p the i mmature to under

s t and t he moaning of t hi s faith a s it has been experienced 

by others , an~ t o l ay hold f or t hemselves upon the source 

of t hi s :faith. 

2 . I n the Christia n chureh gro~1ng pers ons parti

Cipat e . To t he degr ee that it i s ble to engage them in 

the ongoing life of t he church, in it worship , and 1n the 

va rious activities which it undertakes or fos t ers , the 

church is able to employ a full educa tional method wluch 

interweaves f ellowship a nd participation with communica tion 

a nd instruction . 

3 . Christ i an educa tion i s an on-goi ng process 

rel a t ed to every phase of the whole of living , involving 

t he f amily , citizenshi p , a nd intellectual , moral , and 

5 Internat ional Council of Relig i ous Education, 
Christian Educa tion Today . A St a tement of Basio Philos o-
p hy ( 1940 ), p . 12 . -

6 ~· , PP• 13-16 . 
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aest he tic activities resulting in cha ng ed and changing 

life. The changes which Christian educa t19n seeks to 

achieve a re not .limited to pe r sonal living . They involve 

socie ty ~s \-Tell. 

4. Christian education i s a i med toward the 

Christian growth of the whole person. I t t akes into full 

a ccount the emotional . life of persons and groups as well 

a s their intellig ence . It definitely a nd sys t ema tically 

cultiv~tes appreciation of righteousness and a rtistic 

living . Thi s it does , not aa s omething apart from the 

tota l learning proceso , but a.o an integ ral . pha se of deal

ing w1 t h life s i tua.tions in Chri sti an l'lays . Such 

appreciation of life ' s higher values may well find its 

chief expres sion in the warm synt hesis of Christian 

worship , when per sons come before God in prayer and commit 

themselves to Hi s will and g r ace. 

5 . Vital and oreativ~ Chris tian education must 

s t a rt wi t h t he present interests of persona a nd groups, 

but it does not end there . I t i s t he obliga tion of 

Christian educa tion to expand i mmedia t e or tempora ry 

interest s into spiritual va lue o tha t actua lly control 

life. A prog ram of Christian education should be baaed 

upon d i scovered needa , whi ch may or may not have been 

fel t by t he persons or g roups to be educ r.lted. 

6 . Chris tian educa t ion must give growing per s ons a 
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s ound worki ng knowledge of the origin, na ture , and message 

of t he Bible , t he development of c~~istian co~cept s , a nd 

the grow~h of t he church t hroughout t he world. 

? . Chri s tian educa tion mus t cultivat e sensitiveness 

to t he Spi rit of God crea tively a t work in the world 

today , t hus hel pi ng growing persons to be aware of and 

r esponsive to 'lihe revela tions of God . 

8 . Chri s tian educa tors should , a t all s t ages and 

in al l phases , have a sense of mission a nd direction 

\lhich i s expressed in specific goal s and objectives . 

IV . I NTERDEUOlfiHA'r!ONAL OBJ e CTIVES 

The Interna t iona l Council of Religious Educa tion 

has set forth a s t a tement of objectives for Ohriatian 

education which i s used by many denomina tions . The 

obj ectives are a s follows : 

I . Chri s tian educat ion seeks t o fost e r in growing 
persons a consciousness of God as a reality in human 
experi ence , and a sense of personal rela tionshi p to 
Hi m. 

II . Christian educa tion seeks to develop in grow
ing persons such an unde r s t anding a nd appreciation 
of t he personality , life , and teachings of J e sus as 
will lead to experience of Hi m as Saviour a nd Lord, 
loyalty to Him and Hi s cau se , and Jill manifes t 
itself in daily life and conduct . 

III . Chri sti an educa tion seeks to foster in grow
ing per sons a progr essive and continuous development 
of Chri s tlike oharaoter. 

IV. Christian education seeks to devel op in growing 
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persons t he ability a nd di sposition to participa te in 
a nd contribute cons t ructivel y to the building of a 
social order t hroughout the world embodying t he ideal 
of t he Fat herhood of God and t he brotherhood of man . 

v. Christian educa tion seeks to develop in g rowing 
per sons t he ability ~1d di sposition to partic1pnt e 
in t he organized society of Chri stians--the church. 

VI . Christian educa tion seeks to develop in g row
ing pe r sons an app recia tion of t he meaning and 
i mporta nce of the Chris t i an f amily, and the ability 
and d+spos i tion t o participat e 1n a nd cont ribute 
const r uctively to the life of thi s primary social 
g r oup • . 

VII . Chri stia n educa tion seek~ to l ead growing 
pers on s into a Christi an interpret a t ion of life a nd 
the un+verse ; t he ability to see in it God' s purpos e 
a nd pl an; a life philosophy built on t hi s i nterpre
tation. 

VIII . Chri s tian educa tion seeks to effect in 
growing persons the assimila tion of t he beat 
r eligious experience of t he r ace , p reeminently 
t hat recorded in t he B?ble , a s effective guidance 
t o pre sent experience . 

As these objecti ves have been mnde l<~i th all 

denomina tions i n mirtd, t hey are , of necessity , very 

genera l . In adapting t hem to a par ticula r denomina tion 

a nd then to t he local church within that denomi na tion , it 

i s necessary to become more specific. Objectives mus t be 

made with cons i deration f or the di scovered needs of t he 

pupils , and t herefore will var y to s ome extent , accordi ng 

to t he belief s of denomina tions . 

7 Internat i onal Council of flelig1ous Educa t ion , 
Curriculum Guide f or the Local Church {1946 ) , p . 8 . 
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V. DENOMINATIONAL OBJLCTIVES 

I n di scovering the objectives of t he progr am of 

Chri s tian Education in . t ho Mi ssion Covenant r.hurch , s ome 

r esearch was nece ssa ry . The Evangelica l .ussi on Covenant 

Church of America i s a non- creedal denomina tion ; t here

fore i t has no written documents ~pon which such a s t a t e

ment of objectives mi ght be based . This l ack i s more 

apparent t han rea l for t he church doe s hcve very definite 

principl es which a re basic to Ohrist i nn living . 

The Reverend Nat hani el lt' r a.nklin , the former 

Executive Secret ary of t he Boa rd of Youth Uork, di d much 

to advance t he progr am of Chri s tian educa tion in t he 

Covenant Church a nd make peopl e conscious of the individ

ua l needs of t he pupils . He t.lOrked long and hard to 

promote the change from the old Uniform sunday School 

Lessons to t he new Covenant Graded sys t em. This i mportant 

change di d t ake pl ace under hi s leadershi p . Franklin a l so 

wrote and edlted many a rticle s and pamphlets dea ling with 

t he Sunday School and i t a pr ogr am , among the most r ecent 

being The Sunday Bible School , a pamphlet publi shed by 

t he Covenant Sunday Uchool and Young People ' s Department 

(lat er changed to Covenant Youth Boa r d ) , Chicago, 1944. 

In thi s publication he l i s t s t he f ollowing obj ectives 

toward which t he t eaching in t he sunday School should be 

di rected: 



1. To fos t er in growing per s ons a consciousness 
of Christ ' s l ove and of his Lordship . 

2 ~ To lead t heM into an experience of his sav~ng 
g r ace , in which experience the Holy Spirit effec t s 
a sp~ri tual uni on be t t·reen the i ndividual a nd God. 

3. To lead t hem to gro\r in the knowledge of 
Christ ' s will as expressed in his t eaching. 

4. To lead t hem to grow i n Chris tl1keness by 
living in loving obedience to his commandments . 

5 . To guide t hem_into an abiding a nd ever 
deepening fellowship with Chri s t and with t hem t hat 
a re ~is--his church. 

6 . To inspire t hem to minist er to t he spi r itual 
need~ of men lost in sin by winning t hem for Chris t . 

7. To inspi re t hem to minister, both as individ
uals and as a fell owship of disc i ples , to the 
physical needs of men . 

8 . To inspire t hem to wait f or the return of 
their Lord to receive from him the crown of glory 
tha t fadeth not away. 8 
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In orde r better to understa nd t hese objectives , it 

ia necessary to i nclude t he sect ion which Frankl in 

ent itles "Its Great Pos tula t e : A Living , Present , Omni

potent Ohri s t 11 : 

As religi ous experience and t herefore , relig ious 
education postula t es God , so Christian experience 
and therefore Christian education pos tulates Christ-
a living , present , omnipot ent Chri s t. 

Here we begin, not '!'71th man ' s experi enc e in seek
ing God , but with God 1a experience in seeking man. 

8 Nat hani el Fr anklin , The Covenant Sunday Bible 
School (Covenant Church School Publica tions , Chicago : 
Covenant sunday School a nd Young People ' s Depart ment, 
1944 edi tion ), p . 5. 



''For God so loved t he world t hat he gave 
John 3 :16 . 

. . . II 

11 llere1n i s love , not t hat we loved God , but t hat 
he loved us , a nd sent hie s on ••• 11 I John 4 :10. 

By revela tion ~nd the inca rnation t he eternal 
invi sibl e God has pl aced himself within reach of t he 
experi ence of man. 

Historic Christian education 11 cea aed not to . teach 
a nd to preach Je sus as the Christ 11 (Act s 5 : 42 ) . 
Defore defining it s a i ms 1n t erms of man ' s expe rienc
ing Chris t in knowledge , a ttitudes , obedience , and 
worship , Chris tian educa tion must of necessity 
announce the appeara nce within the real m of human 
experience of the l·!essiah of God . Chri s tian educa
tion , therefore , a f f irms and procl ai ms : 

That t he crucified and r i sen Je sus i a t he Christ-
t he Sacrifice and Anoi nted one of God; 

That t he way of Chris t ' s redemption for men i s 
revealed in !Jacred Scrip ture- -the Bible; 

Tha t t he ascended Chri s t t hrough t he Holy Spirit 
dwells in the Church , his body ; 

That t he eternal Chri s t dwells mys t ical ly in the 
heart of every bel1ever. 9 

I·n t he light of t he netJ and broadened meaning of 

curriculum t he above objec t ives seem somel'Ihat 11mi t ed. 

There are certa in i mporta nt empha se s t ha t need to be 

added in order to include every phase of living . 

Af ter s everal inte rviews ri th the Executive 

secre t ary and various members of t he p re sent Youth Board 

it was concluded that generally t he p rog r am of Christi an 

Educa tion in t he Evangelical lUsei on Covenant Church 

9 
~-· p . 5. 
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i s being guided by the objectives as stat ed by the 

International Council of Relig:toua Ed\_loa tion , but with 

the denomination ' a O'\om interpretation. However , in the 

light of t he essenti al beliefs a nd doctrines of the 

1iiss1on Covenant Church t hese objectives are not quite 

adequa te ~s basic goals for the program of Christian 

education. Conse quently , after observing Sunday schools 

and youth groups a t work in al moat all the ohu!·che s in 

the Cali fornia Conference a nd after many di scussions t-ri th 

pastors a nd leaders from other conferences throughout the 

country, t he writer ventures to make the following s t a t e

ment of possible objectives for a program for extended 

sessions for Juniors in the Ui ssion Covenant Church. 

Chri s tian Educa tion seeks : 

1 . To develop in a rowing youth and adult s a f aith 

in God as Creator a nd Sustainer of all living t hings , and 

a sense of personal rela tionship to Hi m. 

2 . To develop a consciousness of J esu s Christ as 

God 1s Son a nd ·as Savior of mankind. 

3. To develop in all persons a belief in the Bible 

as the inspired word of God a nd as the perfect guide to 

Christian living . 

4 . To l ead growing per sons into a consciousness of 

sin a nd an experience of Chriot ' e saving g r ace through 

\'7hich the individual i s reconciled to God. 
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5 . To develop an under standi ng of t he per s onality of 

Chri s t and a know~edge of h i s will as expr es ed in his 

l i fe and . t eaching . 

6 . To develop increa sing unde r s t anding of Chris tia n 

p rincipl es Hhi ch wil l result in a continuouo g rowt h and 

development of Chris tlike char acte r by living in loving 

obedieno~ to hi s con~andments . 

7 . To guide individua l s i nto a n eve r deepening 

fel lowshi p with Chri st and with t hem tha t a re h i e , through 

part icipation in t he Chri s tia n Church . 

B. To i nspire them to minis t e r to t he sp1 r1t~al 

needs of men lost in s in by winning t hem for Chri s t . 

9 . To i nspi re t hem to minis t er both a s i ndividua l s 

a nd as a fe llowship of Chris t 1 s f ollo\ie r s t o t he intel 

l ectual and physica l needs of society. 

10. To develop in nll pe r sons an unders t a nding of 

t he i mportance of es t abli shing n Christian home a nd to 

live i n t he hom~ according to t he i deal s and s t a ndards set 

f orth by Chri st. 

I t i s not only i mpor t a nt tha t leaders in Chr i s tian 

educa tion have def inite principl es a nd obj ectives in 

mind aa t hey pl a n the genera l progr am f or the churche s , 

but it is e qually i mportant t hat teachers , local workers , 

and a.ll l ay-oeople uithin t he church have a. knowledg e of 

t hese goa l s and cons ciously plan the curriculum within 
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their own church to accomplish t hem in the lives of their 

growing youth . 



CHAPTER I II 

BUILDING THE CURRICULUM FOH OHIUSTIAN 

EDUCATION FOR CHILDREN 

The de t a iled def ini tion of t he curriculum in 

Chapt er One and t he outline of basic principl ea and ob

j ectives in Chapt er Two g ive a founda tion upon which to 

build t he curriculum in Chri sti an educa tion f or children . 

The present chapt er !.'rill deal with V~hat constitutes t he 

curriculum, p rinci pl es involved in guiding curriculum

building , a nd t he organization of experiences into 

c ourses of study. 

Says G. 11. \'fhi pple in a n ar ticl e entitled 11 Wha.t 

Price Curriculum-Uak1ng? 11 : 

• • • too much of present-day curriculum malting i s 
amat eurish , t r ifling a nd a sheer wast e of time-
nay , \terse t han that, an injection of p~rnicious 
confusion in wha t should be orde rly progress . The 
let-eve rybody-pitch-in-a nd-help method is ludicrous 
\ihen npplied to curr1oulum-build1ng . I t 1.s too 
much like invi ting a group of p r actical electricia ns 
to r edes i gn a modern power pl ant.l 

The other point of view was expressed in a n a nswer 

by Howar d K. Baue rnfeind a few months l a t er in the same 

periodical . The ansue r was entitled 11 \"lhat Value Curricu

lum l~aking?u : 

1 Guy M. Whi ppl e , 11 \fha t Price Curriculum- Mak1ng?tt 
School a nd Socie t y , 31 : 368, Mar ch 15, 1930. 



Some of this work is doubtless amateurish ; • • • 
but all of it has hel ped to f ocus the attention of 
teachers and school officials on t he f aults of the 
pa~t . schem~·?n~ 9n the pre~e~t . n~e~s . or th~ pupi+s 
a nd s chools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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It ha s motiva t ed s tudy in the +ie l d of the curriculum 
a nd has helped to reveal to the t eache r s some idea 
of what the new may accomplish. At its worst curricu
lum making by t he teachers ha s given to the school 
systems generally some sense of discrimination a nd 
evaluation; a t its best it has brought about more 
progress a nd interest in teaching than could otherwise 
ha ve come from a half century.spent in accepting , 
pl acidly, t he directions a nd f~rmulas pr epared by t he 
p rofessional curriculum make r . 

tmny people today agree with Whi pple in his 

criticism of modern curriculum- maki ng in t he public 

school , but they f ail to see that every teacher has a vital 

part in this i mportant t ask whether or not he recogni zes 

it . I t is under his leadership and direction t hat any 

curriculum a ctually t akes form , and he w:tll assume this 

responsibility poorly or well a ccording to his previous 

training and t he present guidance he i s g iven. This is 

no le ss true in the prog r am of the church. 

I . \'IHAT COHt;;TI TU TES THE CURRICULUM IN CHRISTIAN EDUCATION? 

11 The chief confus ion of religious education is the 

l a ck of knowledge of l.lhat constitutes a curriculum. 11 3 

2 Hot-rard K. Bauernfeind, 11 \fuat Value Curriculum 
Making?'' School~ Society , 31:711, May 24 , 1930. 

3 Aubrey B. Haines , 11!n Search of a Church School 
Curriculum, " Religious Educa tion 61 : 242-3 , J uly-August, 
1946 . 
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Some would say vi sua l a i ds , other s lesson qua r t erlies , and 

s till others would say memor ization of Scripture . Each 

of t hese emphases \'TOUld certa inly help the child master 

the f acts of the les son, but does t his mean tha t he ha s 

mastered its meaning and p r acticed it s applica tion? 

In determining t he content of t he curriculum it 

i s necessary first to cla rify t he ends of Christian 

educat ion. These ends have been car~fully worlted out in 

t he objectives s t a t ed in Chapter Two. 4 These purposes 

make it clear that t he ends of Christian educa tion cannot 

be realized in a ttendance, church membershi p , or even in 

the accumula tion of Bibli~al knowledge , but r a t her in 

changed a nd changing life. 

Those Sunday School teachers who f a ithfully teach 

the subject- matter of the Bible are doing s o on the 

a s sumption t hat the convictions , habi t s , understandings 

and attitudes which, they a re certa in, will come from 

such study will change the lives of the pupils i mmediately 

or in the f uture. Those who 1ould advoca t e a curriculum 

centered in t he needs a nd problems of the pupils agree 

with many of the subject-matter people as to the ultimate 

goa l s , but they are convinoed that t he beat ua.y to reach 

t hese goal s is t o g ive opportunity for real life 

4 Supra , pp . 25- 26 . 
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experience in which pupils can gr9w toward these ob

jectives under compe t ent gui dance . But t he truth still 

remains tha t Chri s tian educa tion which is not centered in 

the Bible is weak indeed , and t eaching ·lhich does not 

meet t he present needs of the child or give opportunity 

fo r• pr acticing truths w~'lioh he has learned , will no t 

result in changed liveo . Therefore , ne,ther emphasis 

can be disca rded ; r a ther it i s a bringing together of the 

t wo viewpoints t hat will result in a complete curriculum 

for the Chri stian education of boys anu girls . 

In his book, !.illl Curriculwn .Q! Religious Education , 

Bower5 ans\vers the question "Wha t constitutes t he 

curriculum a s enriched and controlled experience? 11 

1 . Firs t of all these experiences must be real . 

They must be actual situations . The weakness of much 

religious tra ining is t hat it has consisted of abstract 

precept s t aught out of rela tion to real life. 

2 . Curriculum experiences should be typical . This 

means they should be t ypica l with reference to actual 

s ituations in real life. 

3 . Curriculum e~)erienoe s should present alterna-

tive s and involve choices . 

5 \11llia m Cl ayton Bower, The Curriculum in 
Reli~ious Educa tion (New York : Charl es Scribner ' s Sons , 
1925 , pp. 164-179. 



4 . Experiences should be oontinuous . and should 

invol ve interrel a tedness of all experience . Thi s i s 

particula rly import ant in Chri s tian education, as one of 

its underlying purposes shoul~ be to rel a t e it s i deals 

a nd motiyes to all experi ence . 
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5. Experiences shoul d also be sel ec t ed o~ t he basis 

of the amount of knowledge t hat can be absorbed. ~nowledge 

i s both t he product and i ns trument of intelligence . The 

emphasis of education on experienc~ does not in any way 

l essen t l;le importance of knowledge . 

6 . Currioulum. experi enoes mus t be capabl e of 

in.definite expans ion . Beginning with t he limited world 

of the child , t he curricul um expands as life advancea . 

? . Experiences should be sel ected that a re social 

and can be shared . Li fe is becoming more and more a 

social affair, and mankind 1o becoming more and more 

interdependent . 

8. Experiences should also be selected on the basi s 

of their requi rement of the disciplined wi l l . Life call a 

f or a det e rmina tion to see t hings t hrough in spite of 

the many obstacles in t he way. Thi s r e qui res patience 

and perseverance , which come fro m a real disci pline of the 

l-1111. 

The experience curriculum, then , has its beginning 

in probl ems a nd situa tions which fac e children in their 
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i mmedi a t e living . I t a l s o advoca t es t hat the. t eaoher and 

hie pupil s constitute the ma jor pl anning unit. 

The experience curriculum 1s pl anned by t he 
children, t hP. t eacher, the teaching s t a f f , a nd t he 
community . Curriculum pl anning , from t he poi n t of 
view of t h i s conception, is not s ome t hing which is 
done before t he lear ni ng t akes pl ace bu t ie an 
e ssential par t of t he learning proceos itself and 
must be ca r r i ed on as long aa l earning or life 
persi s t s . Thus curriculum pl anning 1s aeen . a s a 
f undamental ~art of the development of a pergon 
living a nd learning in a democr a tic soci ety. 

II . PRINCIPLES INVOLVED IN THE PROCESS OF GUIDING 

CURRICULUU BUILDING 

Gl adys L. Potter says , 11 All curriculum. ma t eri al 

t ha t amounts t o anyt hi ng is developed or organi zed by 

claosroom t eachers . 117 Thi s is jus t as t r ue in the church 

a s it is in the public school. But too of t en quarterlies 

a re handed out regula rly f or t eachers to 11 follow, 11 and 

ins tead of us ing t hem as a suggestive guide , t hey t each 

from them a lmost in par rot-like f ashion , r epeating wor d 

f or \·rord t'lhat ha s been g iven t hem. If t eachers 1n 

Chri s t i an educa tion \muld ca tch the vision of t he bound-

less opportunities before t hem, a nd. would receive guidance 

6 Vi r gil E . Herrick , '' Pl anned and Unpl anned Curri
culum, " El ement ary School J ournal, 4?:5?0 , J une , 1947 . 

? Gl adys L. Potter, "Teachers Gui de t he Curricu
l um, " J ournal of the National Educa tion Associa tion, 
36 : 564 , November, -1947. 
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a nd encouragement in using these oppor tunities , they vould 

become revitali zed in their t a sk a nd begin to use some of 

t heir ovn initia tive a nd ingenuity in building the curricu

lum toge t her w~th t heir pupils a nd according to t he pupil ' s 

specific needs . 

Parent s , too, must be r emembered a t t hi s point. 

The cooper a tion be t ween church and home cannot be ovel:'

estimat ed . The program of Christian education uill 

succeed only as.far as t he church a nd parents unite in 

t h i s great t ask. All parent s a re t eacher s of their own 

children, and many times they teach other s ' children as 

\'tell . l·There values , faith , a nd conduct a re involved , t he 

home either builds up or unde rmine s t hat which has been 

t aught in t he church. 11 To a i m at the center of the prob

lem, and not at the fringes , the church must aim f or t he 

family unit ins t ead of t he individua l child only. 11 8 

Many leaders have r ealized the i mportance of 

school-pa rent coopera tion in t he development of the 

curriculum. Va rious experi ment s have been made with 

Workshop Pl anning sessions where l eade r s , parents , and 

t eacher s have discussed va rioua emphases t hat each g roup 

cons idered necessary in the progr am of the Sunday School 

and church. 

8 \"Iesner Fallow, 11 Church School s for Sunday 
Schools , 11 Religious Educa tion, 60 :102 , !~arch-April , 1945 . 
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Paul J . i--l1sner9 wr·i t es in a n article, 11 The Parent s • 

Role in Curriculum Pl anning , tt a bout an experiment in 

which selected g roupe of parents were invited to visit 

classrooms regula rly f or s i x weeks and t hen diacuased 

their observa tion s with the teachers and administrators . 

Many suggestions . and much g r eater insight are gained by 

s uch cooperation . 

Curriculum planning i s very def initely n part of 

the clansroom activity. The teacher, however, io not 

left alone to plan the enti re educa tional program f or 

his pupils . There are specially tra ined people l'iho work 

on curriculum committees in setting up an over-all 

curriculum for t he guidance of lesson writers and 

teachers of all age g roups . These specialist s follow 

definite principl es in planninB a nd writing curricula . 

In curriculum building it must be recognized 
that a central core of experiences must be provided 
from nursery school through college , rhich i s 
concerned l'li t h our culture a nd with li v1ng in this 
culture . 

A second principle guiding curriculum building 
recognizes t hat grotnh i s continuous and t hat while 
each level has specific problems , t he di fferences 
a r e quanti t a tive r a t he r than qualita tive . 

The third principle guiding curriculrnn development 

9 Paul J . Ui sner, 11 The Parente ' Role in Curriculum 
Planning , 11 Journal of t he Nat ional Education Associ a tion , 
37 : 156- 7, March , 1948.---
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is the recognition of the contribution of our heritage 
and the need for s tudy ing t he pas t wherever it is 
essential for understa nding t he present . 

A fourth ma jor principle in curriculum building 1s 
t he need for guiding children ' s mastery of essential 
skillo . 

The fifth principle in curriculum building is 
concerned with providing experience s in soc i al 
living through participa tion in g roup ~ctivities in 
t he school community which will stimula te the 
development of effective social skills.lO 

I t is not only important that specialist s follow 

t hese principles but t hat local teaching staf fs and 

individual teachers ao well have t hem in mind before any 

a ttempt s are made at curriculu~-building in either 

secular or Christian education. 

The discus s ion in this chapter has been general 

a nd could be applied to curriculum-building in any gr oup , 

religious or s ecula r . As far as t he process i s concerned, 

it i s t he same for both. The chief concern in thiA 

t hesi s , however, i s Christian educa tion; t herefore the 

p rinciples a nd obj ectives discussed in t he second chapter 

~vill c ert a inly form another definite guiding influence 

in making a curriculum in Chri s tian education. 

Curriculum- making is a continuous process . Much 

difficulty in Christian Educa tion in t he pas t hae come 

lO Mary tlillcockeon, editor , Social Education for 
Young Children in the KindergaRten a nd Pri mary Grades-;-
The Nationa l Council for Socia] studies, pp . 77-78. 
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from the i dea of a fixed curriculum which bas been :rorked 

out by spec i a li s t s a nd ha nded down to indiv~dual churches 

a nd teacher s to be used al most i ndefinitel y . The i dea 

ha s been t hat if t ho 11 perfect 11 set of 11 less on mat eri als" 

were published , there would never be need for rev~sion. 

Thi s , of course , i s entirely f al se fo r severa l reasons . 

In t he first pl ace , a curriculum includes more t han 

lesson ma t eri a l s , a nd seQondly, it mus t serve the needs 

of the individual pupils . This means t hat t he curriculum 

built by t he top leaders oan be only a suggestive guide 

which will l at er be developed by the loca l church 1 s 

t eaching ~taff a nd t hen adapt ed by t he t eache r in hi s o~m 

c l assroom. Such curriculum-building ~dll require 

conotant revision a nd ca n neve r be described by t he word 

11 f ixed. '' The three-year cycle plan in u se in moat church 

g roup s adapt s it self very well for such constant revi si on , 

lfThioh is influenced by a dvanced methods of teaching and 

changes in t he environment of t ho pupils . The Int erna tion

a l Council of Religious Educat ion keeps its outlines UP

to-dat e by revi si ng annually t he outline for one year of 

a t hree year cycl e . In thi s way it i s never entirel y 

new, nor does 1 t ever become old. 

In building t he curriculum in Christian educa tion 

f or children, t he gener al guiding principle i s t hat it be 

built upon t he present experiences of t ho pupils , whic h in 
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turn, means t hat it mus t be a continuous process c arried 

on c ooperativel y among pupils , par ents , and t eachers in 

harmony wi t h t he auggeativ~ guides which t hey have 

received from headqua rte r s . Such a p rogr am of curricul um 

buildi ng will requi re close cooper ation bet \leen leaders 

and l ay- people ; it will also lead to greater unity of 

purpose a nd a ction among d i rectors , superintenden t s , 

t eachers , and a ll who ar~ i n t e r es t ed in Chris tian educa-

tion in t he local church . 

III . ORGANIZING E){l?ERIENCES INTO COURSJ;;S OF STUDY 

In order t ha t the curriculum may be a usable one , 

it must be organi zed i~to courses of s tudy which are made 

up of individua l uni t s . 

11 In t he broades t sense , t he unit of l earning 

appears to be a compl ete and coherent l ea rning experience 

having a pu rpose which i s meaningf ul to t he pupil , 

a c cepted as his own , and which is closely rela t ed to a 

life s itua t1on . 1111 The pup ils shoul d have a ma jor par t in 

making deta iled pl a ns , carrying out the unit , and also i n 

t he evalua tion process. The unit should p rovi d e for 

many a nd va ried activities on t he part of the childr en , 

11 Henry Harap and other s , The Changing Curriculum 
( Ne~1 York: D. Appl eton-Century Company Inc ., 1 937 ), 
p . 77 . 



and opportunity f or t he reading of much good ma~erial 

rel a t ed to t he particula r s ubject being s tudi ed. It 

should al s o provide for coopera tive activities in t he 

classroom whi ch give pupils many oppor tunities to plan 

work toge t her on t heir common project . 

There are several types of units , jus t as there 

d i ffer ent kinds of curricula ; t he mos t cow.mon of t hese 
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and 

are 

a re the subject-matt er a nd experience units . 11 A learning 

s itua tion involving few a nd limited experi ences domina t ed 

by t~e subject-matter i s refe rred to as a subject-matter 

unit .ul2 This ltind of unit lends it sel f to more f ormal 

teaching . A great d~al of sunday School materia l today 

follows t hi s pattern. 11 A lea rning situation dominated by 

purposeful learning experi ences is r eferred to as an 

eX'perl ence unit.ul3 This type of unit definitely calls 

f or inf ormal t eaching . The subject-matter unit may be 

built a round a topic , theme , or problem, or it may be a 

survey whi ch covers a ~Tide r a nge of mat erial. The exper

i ence unit is built upon a specific pu~)ose or need . 

11 All experie nce units are fundamentally alike being 

baaed upon a life need, purpose , problem or intereot of 

12 U. H. Burton, The Guidance of Learning Ac tivi
ties ( New York: D. Appleton-Century Company , 1944), 
p . 246. 

1 3 ~·I P • 24?. 



t he learner. n 1 4 

For severa l rea sons many churches have been very 

slow i n adapting the experienc~ typ o of unit in their 

p rog ram of Chri st i an education . In the first playe t he 

fear baa been tha t t he pupils do not l earn enough. 

Progress in conduct and a ttitudes i s very di ff icult to 
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mea sure; t herefore the visible results a re ~at nearly so 

concrete a s t hose from more f orma l teaching . Then too, 

few churches have ade qua t e time , space , or f acilities for 

this informal progr am. A third rea son for prejudice 

against the experience unit i s that t he majority of 

t eachers are not suff iciently tra ined to guide the 

children through such a unit in a way that wil~ insure 

their l ea rning t he virtues of Chri s tian living . 

Because of t hese weaknesses in the prog r am of 

Christian educa tion in the churches, denomina tional 

l eaders ha ve tri ed to hel p t eachers to unde r s t and better 

the process by building suggestive units according to 

the specific needs of va r i ou s age groups . I t is, then, 

the responsibility of the individual t eacher to study the 

unit ca refullY and adapt it to his oun s ituation and t he 

individual needs of his own pupil s . 

Many teachers have experienced failure in the 

modern program of Christian education because they have 

14 2 Ibid . I p. 50. 



not kno"m how to guide children t hrough a unit of trork . 

Teachi ng accordi ng to the projec t or activity me t~od does 

no t mean disorde r and choas , as many have t hought . I t i s 

defi nitel y not to be i nterpret ed as a llotving the 

chi ldren t o go about doing anyt hing they wi sh in any 

manner they choose . I t i s , on t he contra ry , a very 

orderl y , c9naecut1ve process on t he part of bot h t eacher 

and pupiis . 

According to Teacher ' s Guide !Q Child Development 

in t he I nter medi a te Grades put out by t he California - - .-..;;..;..;;;..;;.;;;;;.;;;..;.;;.;;;;.;;;~ 

Curriculum Commi ssionl5 t he t eacher ~ust f irst saturat e 
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himself \·rith inf ormation on the unit. Then h e should make 

a list of profitable activities in t~h1ch t he children 

should engage at some time during t he course of the unit . 

Such a lis t would include p roblems to be solved , t hings 

to make , l etter s und compos itions tQ write , pictures to 

draY or paint, and progr ams to give . The unit may t hen be 

s t a r t ed vri th a discussion by the t eacher and children to 

di scover t-Tha. t background. they have f or it , \.fuer e t heir 

int er est s lie i n connection with t he unit , and wha t they 

lft1sh to find out as t hey s tudy. The childr en's questions 

may be list ed and us ed as a basis f or t he opening 

15 California Curriculum CoPJmi ssion , Teacher ' s 
Guide to Child Development in t he I nter medi a t e Gr ades 
( Cali f ornia St a te Department;or Educa tion, 1936 ), p . 103 . 



di sc~nsion a s well a s a bas1s f or furt her s t udy i n the 

unit. The teacher should pl an with th~ childr en t he 

o rga nization of all available mat erial. The children 

should be encouraged also to bring materia l s from home . 

The next s t ep i s to l ead t he cla s s into a s tudy 
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of one of t he minor topi cs whi ch i s a pa rt of the gene r al 

t heme or problem. The t eacher di scusses ~ith t he chi+dr en 

~rhat t hey have l ea rned, a nd questions t hey have a s ked . 

Fr om time to time fur t he r questions a re +ist ed and di s

cu ssed aa t hey g row out of t hei r reading . They continue 

work on other phas e s of t he unit in t he same way until it 

i s compl e t ed . The t e ache r mus t cons t antly keep i n mind 

t he outcome s to be expected f r om. t he va rious experiences 

and guide t he pupils toward t hem. 

Lee a nd Lee16 give another approach in developing 

a unit whi ch i s a little di f ferent but which al so shows 

a de f inite and orde rly process . 

11 1. Ori enta tion , approach , or i ntroduction." The 

main purpos e of t h i s beginning i s to a rouse interest and 

develop s ome background f or t he unit. Thi s may be done 

through pictures , excurs ions , or reading. 

n2 . Formula tion of problems , or Pl anning Period . « 

16 J onat han M. Lee and Doris M. Lee, The Child a.nd 
Hi s Cur r iculum (New York: D. Appl eton-Century Company ,---
1§'4o), p . 201-5. 



Thi s may be a discussi on ove r seve ral days i n whi ch. t he 

pr obl ems and ques t i ons f or f ur t her s t udy a r e r a i sed . 

Pupi l s a r e g r ouped into committees and it i s i mpor t ant 

t ha t each commi ttee develop ~ definite pl an t o f ollow in 

its own par t . of t he r esea rch. Thi s i s developi ng a pro

~ram of wor k. 
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"3 . Collection a nd evaluation of da t a , res enroh . u 

f.fany di fferent sour ces such as excurs ions , i nt erviel'TS , 

vi sual mat eria l s , observa tion , and resea r ch i n books and 

magazi nes are used . Ar t tror k , cons t r ucti on , a nd uri t ing 

a re used as a means of p r esen1iing t he r~sult s of t he 

pupils ' r esearch to the cla s s . Dur i ng t hi s t i me the 

teacher mus t keep i n continuous cqntaot wi t h each 

committee t o see t ha t progr e s s i s made . 

11 4 . Present a tion of ma t erials , repor t a of readings 

a nd resea rch . 11 Each oomr.ai ttee mus t be given opportunity 

t o r eport to t he class t he final re sults of t hei r work. 

These repor t s may be in t he form of vi sual mat eri al, di s

pl aying what ha s been ac complished , or t hey may be oral 

report s describing uork done , or a combi nat i on of t he 

t wo. Thi s period al so gives excel lent oppor tunity f or 

class evaluation of enoh commi ttee ' s work as well ae 

of t he entir e pr o ject. 

11 5 . Culmina t ing Activity . " This may be in t he 

f orm of a pr ogr am , exhibit , pl ay or anything that \·fill 



make a f itting climax to the ent ire proj ect . This 

a ctivity is not essent i al , but wher e it gro~s out of the 

~rork in t he project 1 t ca n be v_e ry valuable . 

43 

Many educa t or s say t hat all t eache r s should be 

required to write a few units in or~er t ha t they mi ght 

better unders t and h O\'l to teach t hem. I t t'lould hel p t hem 

to t hink through. t he entire proce ss in terms of a 

definite problem. Such unit s should include the main pur-

pose of. t he unit , some possi bl e approaches , suggested 

lea rning experiences , ma jor problems , ~esired concept s , 

and references for teache r s and pupils . 

In writing or eval uating unit s , certa in standards 

mu st be me t . The :following l i st g ive s t he char acteristics 

of desirable units . 

1 . A unit should provide continuity in the develoP
ment of t he child. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
2. A series of unit s should contribute to the total 
development of t he child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
3 . A seri es of units p rovide for a va riety of activi
ties or experiences f or the class and f or i ndividual 
children. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
4 . A uni t shoul d deal with some pha se or problem of 
living suffic iently s i gnificant to m~ rit oar~ful 
s tudy . 
• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

5 . A unit shqul d deal vri t h material within the com
prehension of t he child . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • • • • • 

?. The dat a gat hered a nd the acti vities 1nclud1n!? 
construction should be as authentic as possible . 
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The chi ef characteristic of the modern organi zation 

of t he curriculum, t hen, is organiz~ng it into purposeful 

a nd meaningf ul areas of experiences . This does not a t all 

do away t>~i th subject-matter ; r at her the curr~culum 

becomes more content- f illed t han ever before . In 

Chris tian educa tion the Bi ble finds its rightful pl ace , 

not merely as a book of stories and good verses to 

memori ze , but a Book \vhich directs t he child and helps 

h i m in s olving his everyday pr obl ems according to God 1 a 

will . In observing him a t work and pl ay in the cl assroom, 

his teacher wi l l find many opportunities to r efer him to 

Ood 1 s '·lord fo r doctrine , repr oof, correctiolf , and 

instruction which will be meaningf ul to him. This is the 

true purpose of the Scripture : n All s crip t ure i s given 

by inspiration of God , and i s profi t able f or _doctrine, 

f or r eproof, for correction , f or ins truction in r i ghteous-

ne ss : That t he man of God maY be perfect, t horoughly 

furnished unto all good works •1•18 

1'7 I bi d ., 194-201 . 

18 !I Ti mothy 3:16 ,1'7. 



IV. SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BXTt:NDED SESSIONS 

Chrintian education ha~ been cent ered al most 

entirely in t he Sunday School. Because of t he very 

limited amount of time gi ven to the Christian teaching 

45 

of ohildren , _l eaders have tried va rious mea ns of ext ending 

this ses sion . Sever al forms of Junior Church h ave been 

tried in order to .fill t hi s need , but there i s still a 

cry for mo~e time. Thus , t he extended session has come 

into being . Its pr ogram i s not a continua tion of the 

sunday SChool les~on; it is r a ther suppl emen t a ry to 

sunday ' s t eaching . Extended ses sions a re conducted on 

ueek- days a f t er school or on Saturdays when it i s pos sible 

to keep the children a n hour and one- half or even t l..ro 

h ours i f t he program supplies suff icient va riation. 

It i s with t hi s thought in mind that t he Yout h 

Board of the Evangelical Mission Covenant Church voted , 

in 1947, to organize Covenant Junior Clubs in their 

churches . Since , technically speaking , junior clubs has 

a connota tion not a ccepted by the denomination, the term 

11 extended aesaion11 has been used in this t hesi s . Secti on 

Two of this t hesis is devoted to a suggest ed program fo r 

this gr oup . 
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CHAPTER IV 

A PROGRAM FOR EXTEUDED SESSIONS FOR J UNI ORS IN TilE 

1 ISSION COVENANT OHURCU 

Thi s section of t he t hesis will pre sent a suggested 

program f or extended se s s ions for juniors which will be 

based upon t he previous discus~ion of cur ricula end 

cur riculum building in general. This chapt er will di scuss 

t he weaknesses of t he church in meeting its cur rent socia l 

duties , a suggested solution eo f ar ae it oan be attempted 

in child r en ' s educa tion, specif ic goals a nd objectives , 

a suggeoted curriculum for extended s~ssions f or juniors , 

a nd t he activity approach to teaching . I t will conclude 

t he t hesi s with a s ample unit on t he s tory of the Bible. 

I . \fEAKNE.SD OF THE CHURCH AND SUGGESTED SOLUTION 

Condi t ions in the world today a r e critical . Nations 

and individuals alike ar e ·in a s t a te of conf usion and 

bet-rilderment. Man i s seeking madl y for love and happiness , 

but he does not knoll \'There to find it. He i s turning , a s 

ne ve r before, to the r el ease offered by liquor to remove 

h i s sorr ow and nullify his grief. He is turni ng to 

luxury, to riotous living , to ever ything and anything 

money can buy, but all to no avail. He finally turns to 

the church f or the solution to his dilemma. 



But t he church , also , i s in a period of orisis. 
This i s a time of peril . The f orces of paganism 
and secul a rism which ~ve produced numbing effects 
of mora l apathy in our society a r e al so t hreatening 
t he life of t he church. 

. . T~e . basic problem is not one in ~'lh1ch there i s an 
open cla sh bet v1een pagan and Christian i deal ogies, 
• • • • It is , r~ther, the subtle inf iltra tion of 
pagan pre suppositions into the life of the church 
t hat t hreatens it . Too often a re church membershi p 
and church a ttendance a mark of respectability in 
the community , too fe \'1 of t l1e members a re able t o 
f ormulate and expreso th~ reason f or t he f aith tha t 
i s in them, and t he attitude of many towar d the 
church i s all t oo ca sua l . As a resUlt t he church 
finds i~self competing with secula r interes ts in 
t he oomouni ty f or t he time and a ttention of 1 ta mm 
members . The annual st a tis tic s issued by t he 
va rious Prote st ant ~enominations bear tes timony to 
the f act that t he chyrch is losing , or has lost, its 
powe r to evangelize . 

lfith t hi s i n mind it is evi dent that the r e i s no 
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time for i dleness . Something must be done , t-That ever t hat 

something i a . !t i s appar ent t hat one shor t hour each 

week in \'Thich t he church through the Sunday School tries 

to wi n and teach its youth i s inade qua t e for t he grea t 

t ask which it f ace o. It i s true t hat t he Sunday School 

should only be suppl ementa ry t o t he Chri s tian instruction 

t hat t he child receives in the home , but with the climbing 

divorce r ate and t he social and cultura l disintegr ation 

whi ch i s preva iling , it i e evident t hat mos t parents have 

1 Chri s tian Faith and Life , A Progr am for Church 
a nd Home (Philadel phia : The Presbyterian Board of 
Christian Educa tion , 1948 ), p . 1 . 
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forgotten their spiritual obligation entirely a nd have 

left it to t he sunday School a nd church +f they have 

bothered to be concerned about it at all. Therefore , t he 

church mus t reach both the children a nd their parents 

if it i s to succeed in it s great miss ion to proclaim t he 

Gospel of God ' s redeeming love and to ~each men , women , 

and children the Chri sti an uay of life . I t i s with t his 

great mi ssion in mind and a f a ith in a God uho is "able 

to do exceedingly , a bundantl y above a ll tha t we ask or 

t hink.11 2 t hat we endeavor to l aunch an extended progr am 

f or t~e Christian educa tion of t he boys a nd girls of 

today . 

II . GENERAL PROGRAM FOR EXTENDED OI~SSIONS FOR JUNIORS 

Though t he church would eventually want to lead 

a ll youth departments of t he Sunday School into t his 

extended prog ram of Chri s tian educa tion, it may well begin 

with the age t hat i s mos t interes t ed in the f orming of 

such informal g roups , namely , t he J uniors . 

This group , however, should not be orga nized 

\11 t hout a g rea t deal of prepar ation on t he part of 

t eachers and l eaders beforehand. A committee should be 

sel ec t ed to meet wi t h the pastor or t he director of 

2 Ephesians 3: 20. 
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Christian education to s tudy t he possibilities for such a 

p roject . Af t er a caref ul s tudy has been made of everything 

which the present progr am has to offe r f or juniors , and 

the l acks and limita tions have been listed , this co~nittee 

will be ready to work on the pos~ib1lities f or extending 

the Junior progr am into t he week. 

I t is advisabl e to have at least one me~ting with 

the parents before t he new prog ram i s l aunched . At thi~ 

meeting such items as time and pl ace mi ght be di s cussed. 

tfuile some churches find o. t!leek-day a fter schoo+ mos t 

s uitable , most groups prefer a Saturday program. An hour 

a nd one- half or even t wo hours i n t he morning or afternoon 

may be uoed very effectively . In some communities the 

best meeting pl ace will be in the church \-rhile in other 

pl aces parents will open up their homes if t he group is 

not too l a rge. ·parents will a l so present excellent 

suggestions c oncerning the specif ic needs of their 

children, and as these a re di scuosed both groupe ~1ill 

realize anew the i mportance of church and home working 

together in their common t a sk. In order to make this pro

gr am a succe ss , it is essential to have much cooperation 

and partici pation between church and home; and the best 

way to insure thi s i s to include the parent s 1n the 

e a rly pl anni ng . 
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III . SPECIFIC GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

In maki ng a curriculum for t~ese extended sessions , 

it is necessary to become very familiar w5.th the 

cha r acteristics o:f' this age group . The junior 1s no 

longer a small child , but has emerged into a boy or girl 

with new visions , ambitions , and objectives in life . He 

has mast ered reading sufficiently to use i t as an 

effective tool in t he furtherance of h i s education ; his 

world is enlarging , and he i s r api dly becomi~g acquainted 

with nnd int e rested in peopl e of all na tions . He i s a l so 

becoming increasingly interested in his friends , and i s 

mor·e a nd mo r e dependent upon t he fellowshi p of boys and 

g irls of his own age . This leads him to orga nize 

neighborhood 11 gangs11 and 11 clubs . 11 These characteri stics 

present a great chal lenge to hel p the junior and his 

friends to organize worth-while g roups in which their 

particular interests are met through va ried activities and 

they can lea rn to live t he Christian life in fellowship 

with one another . such activities mus t mee t the junior' s 

interest s and needs . Because his knowl edge and under

s t anning i s enlarging , it i s the logical t ime t o challenge 

him to a life of Chri sti a n servioe . 

As t he pl ann1ne process continues with the m~~ing 

of a curriculum f or t he extended s essions , it i s also 

i mportant to become familia r with t he general objectives 
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of Christian education in the church. 2 These are the goals 

toward which all religious education is directed, whether 

it be in t he Sunday School , Youth Fellowshi p g roupe , adult 

organiza tions and classes , Vacation nible School p rograms 

or suppl ement ary week-day activities . 

I t i s necessary , however , to become more specific 

in dete rmining objectives towar d which t eaching should be 

d irected in t he new prog r am for juniors . The following 

g oals determine the r eal purpose f or t hese extended 

sessions. Christian educa tion, t hrough the week-day pro

g ram for. juniors seeks : 

1 . To develop a sense of Christia n fellowship among 

the boys .a nd girls of junior age in our church . 

2 . To reach unchurched boys a nd girls of junior age . 

3 . To g ive more opportur11 ty for per sona l work l'Ti th 

t he juniors and to help them reali ze t heir need of Jesus 

Christ as savior a nd Lord . 

4 . To hel p juniors develop their personal devotional 

life . 

5 . To give opportunitie s , not possible in t he 

regular Sunday prog r am, for Chris tian education of the 

boys a nd girlo , and t hrough it to develop strong Chri s ti an 

cha racters . 

2 Oupra , pp. 33-34 . 



6 . To build speci f ic a ttitudes a nd high i dea l s 

regarding types of . ~usement a nd rec rea tion ( reading , 

r adio, movies , e tc.). 

7. To t r a in juniors in Chri s tian leadership and 

loya lty to t he Church. 

8 . To i nterest chi ldr en ' s parents in t he progr am 

of t he church. 
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It should be r emembered t hat t he ext ended p r ogram 

is not a s ubs titute f or, nor a duplica tion of , t he Sunday 

School . I t s a i m i s to suppl ement Sunday ' s teaching , and 

a definite effor t should be made to correl a te it wtth t he 

Sunday School a nd church progr am whenever possi bl e . 

IV. SUGGESTED CURRICULUM FOR ~XTENDED SESSIONS FOR JUNIORS 

In order to ge t ~ over-a l l view of t he p rogr am of 

Chri stian educ a tion in t he Mi ssion Covenant Church, a 

cha rt of t he Sunday School curr iculum has been i ncluded 

on t he nex t page . Thi s picture i s of necessity incompl e te 

because t he prog r am i s in t h e process of r econs truction. 

The junior and i ntermedi a te and senior mat erials a re being 

entirely r ewritten : hence t he scant y outlines in t hese 

depar t ments . The material i n t he beginne r s a nd primary 

department s i s closely gr~ded while t he materia l in the 

junior, intermediat e , a nd senior departments i s g roup 

graded. 



MISSIO COVEN J'l' SUNDAY SCHOOL CUf ICUL l OUTLINE 

lUR •;, tY BEGINNERS 

>1 r)'k 1 :. 
.H ... ru;: ' GO TO ClfiJRCH ..!t.E LOVE OF THE HEAV'r!iNLY THl!i GIVER OF GOOD GIFTS --- ~A·.rm;n - - - --Unit l : Here We Go to 

FIRST Church 1\Jni t 1 : God Gave U The Unit 1 : God, the Creator 
QUARTER Unit 2: Learning About \1orld (2) ani • ther (3) 

our Heavenly Un1t 2 : God Cares For HiE Un1 t 2 : Thanking God tor 
F ther 

Unit 3: Lanrning About 
Baby Jesus 

Book 2 : 
JJ!.iSUS, OUR FRIEfJD 
Unit 4 :--aesus Was 

SECO D Little Ch1ld 
QU RTER Unit 5 : Jesus was a 

Helper 
Unit 6: Jesus 1 our 

Friend 

~Jook 3 : 
GOD ' S GIFTS 
Unit 7 : Loarn1ng About 

THIRD God ' s for1d 
Q.UARTER Unit B: God ! de Hi 

Children 
Unit 9 : God Gives U 

·---~ -~-~·=•-"i~!.t•li''"'~,-... ,.·.... :hi fte·_,_.,_ -

Ch11dren ( 7) 
Unit 3 : God Gave Us H1 

Son (4) 

LOVE OF JESUS, GOD 1S SOl 
~ t 1 t IT Jesus Loved A.ll' 

People (3) 
Unit 2 : Jesus Taught 

People To Be 
Good (5} 

Unit 3 : Jesu Healed The 
Sick (5) 

J .. t:ARNI~G KINDNESS ND 
OB~!l)IENCie -

Unit l t Kindness (8) 

Unit 2: Obedience (5) 

His Good Gltts(7) 
Unit 3 : God' s Best 

Gift (3) 

.J., SUS, FRIEND OF ALL 
ur.1 t 1 : The chfJ.dliOod 

of Jesus (3) 
tTnit 2 : Jesus , Friend 

of All (10 ) 

nnSHIPING GOD 
t'ni t i : \·ihom We 

Worship ( 1) 
Un1 t 2: Uo lie 

l1orsh1p ( 7) 
Unit 3: Loving The Things 

-of ·Go 5 

-----------,p~~~oc.~J~K~:-~~~-:~~--~~--=----- -+----~~~~~~==~~c----+~~=-.=-~~~~--==~~+-==~=i 
1~ 'fflA}fK GO!) ~ "'OPLt: llHO LO\T.BD THE ~ ,AFUUNG ~· FOR,GIVE ~ ~ 
Unit 10: TeSay, ttThank _m4_AVE;1fLY !''ATHER-

FOURTH You. u Unit i : Samuel and 
QUARTER Un1 t 11 : God Gave U a D vid ( 6) 

Book Unit 2 : El ijah and 
Unit 12: ,e Like to Go Elisha (7) 

to Church 

JUNIOR INTERiiEDIATE 

FRO.l EDE. TO EGYPT ..........._,-----THEY HEARD GOD sPEAK 
-rTentative outline) 
Unit 1 : God Speaks to 

FIRST You (3) 
QUARTER Unit 2 : God Made the 

World (3) 
Unit 3 : God Speaks 

About Sin (4} 
Unit 4 : God Speaks 

Through Jesus(3) 

Unit 1 : God Speaks to 
bECOND a Friend 
quARTER 

Unit 2 : God Speaks to 
Help 

1 ~IL-.D..-E=R=H-E ... _s.;... .... ~ • r ANDERINGS 

Unit 1 : God Speaks to a ( 1111 deal dth forma-
Guide tion of the monarchy , 

THIRD Unit 2 : God Cares tor the divided kingdom, 
QUARTER His People and then the foreign 

Unit l : f.fen lho Learned 
to Forgive 

Unit 2: A Man Who Forgave 
His Brothers 

Unit 3 : A Leader Who For-
gave Hi a Peopl e 

SENIOR 

FINDING A LIVING FAI'l'H -
Christian Doctrine 

(Continued) 

(Continued) 

God ' a Promise nations dominaliion . ___ f---
1 s Kept -'----~"~- Exac t Tit l e not chos en 

OBEYING GOD 1S VOICE 

Ten Commandments and 
FOURTH 

yet. ) 

TEN COl~DUENTS A CALL TO CHURCH 
- 'iiE'MBERSHIP ' 

Christian Servioe 
QUARTER New Testament Truths 

in Obedience 

FIRST 
QUARTER 

SECOND 
QUARTER 

THIRD 
~,UARTER 

FOURTH 
QUARTER 

NURSERY 

Same as 

Year l 

one Year Cycle 

YEAR TWO 

BEGINNERS PRIMARY 

PEOP~ WHO \'#ERE HELPERS LEARNING !Q. OBEY Q:Q!?. 
Unit 1 : -TWo Children \lho Unit 1 : People Trusting 

lere Helpers {2) and Obeying God 
Unit 2 : people Who ( 10) 

Helped God {6) Unit 2 : People Believing 
Unit 3: God Sent His Son God ' s Promise 

to Help Us (6) (3) 

H0\'1 JESUS HELPS US 
Unit 1 : Jesus Taught Us 

About God (3) 
Unit 2 : Jesus Taught Us 

to Love Other 
People ( 5) 

Unit 3 : J e su s Is our 
r1end ( 5) 

THE HELPERS OF JESUS 
Unit 1 : The Apostles 

(7) 

Unit 2 : Paul (6) 

THINGS OUR HEAVE rLY 
FA '.rHE'irW ANTS US TO DO 

Unit 1 : · Learn to be 
Unselfish (6) 

Unit 2 : Learn to be 
Brave (2) 

Unit 3 : Learn t o be 
Obedient (3) 

Unit 4 : Learn t o Work 
1'11 th others ( 1) 

Unit 5 : Uorship and 

JESUS, THE flON OF GOD 
Unit 1:---:feSUa';our

Leader and 
Helper (8) 

Unit 2 : Jesus , the Son 
of Go ·i. ( 5) 

THE HELPERS OF JESUS 
Un1 t l : \fnyJesus 

Needs Helpers 
(2) 

Unit 2: How Jesus 
Friends Can 
Help (11) 

DOING GOU ' S ~ 

Unit 1 : 

Unit 2: 

Trials of 
Courage (3) 

Trials of 
Obedience (10) 

Love God (2) . 

~======~=======J=U=NI=O=R========~====~I~N=T~E~~~D~I~ATE~~===l======~S~E~N~I~OR~========j 

FIRST 
QUARTER 

-----

.lLSSENGt;RS OF GOD THE LIFE OF JESUS FINDING PURPOSE !!! ~ 
-- - -Luke 

(Jot broken down into 
units yet , but scripture 
materials will be heroes 
trom the time or the 
Judges , kings , and 
prophets . May also in
clude some N. T. messen
gers, too . ) 

Life Choi ees 



SECOND 
QUARTER 

THIRD 
QUARTER 

FOURTH 
QUARTER 

FIRST 
QUARTER 

SECOND 
QUARTER 

THIRD 
QUARTER 

FOURTH 
, QUARTER 

(Continued) 

(Continued) 

TEACH US TO PRAY -- -
Lord ' s Prayer 
Worship 
Altar 
~ bernaole ~ eto. 

NURSERY 

Same as 

Year 1 

One Year Cycle 

JUNIOR 

THE WAY TO GOD ----
FIRST Stories from the 

QUARTER 

SECOND 
QUARTER 

THIRD 
QUARTER 

New Testament 

(Continued) 

(Continued) 

LISTENING TO JESUS -------
Parables and other 

FOURTH teachings on listening 
-to e us 

(Continued) 

(C ntinued) 

S~ON .flli ..!!!! MOUNT 

YEAR THREE 

BEGINNERS 

St art Agai n 

iith Year 1 

Two Year Cycle 

INTERMEDIATE 

THE FIRST CHRISTIANS - -- - ---

(Continued) 

(Continued) 

~ APOSTLES CREED 

(Continued) 

(Continued) 

1\. CALL TO CHRISTIAN 
- -arTf~'E'NsiilP 

ooi l Problems 

~ 

PRIMARY 

Unit 3: 

THE SON OF GOD DOING 
--cJo'lT'1J wrrr:-
un1t 1: -or?ering n 

Example (3) 
Unit 2: Helpin~ All 

Men (5) 

~ 

Unit 3: Teachins Godts 
Will (5) 

HO THL: GOSPEL SPREAD 
unit 1 : The Gospel 

Travels from 
City to City 
(7) 

Unit 2: The Gospel 
Travels to 
Europe (6) 

THE FI R'ST GREAT 
~I SSIOi'IA- Y 
Unit 1 : Paul Preaching 

fuerev r He 
Goes (6) 

Unit 2 : In Bonds , Paul 

(4) 
Uni t 3 : Favorite New 

T stament 
Stories (3) 

SENIOR 

FI.!DING THE LIVING WOF.D - ---
Gospel of John 

A CALL TO FOREIGN 
- ERV'Icm-

J 
I 
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This curriculum i s definitel y Bible-cen t ered , and 

should right fully be call ed t he Sunday Bible School 

Curriculum. The chief ob j ective underlying these l essons 

i s t hat t he t eachers using t hem will be able to guide 

children a nd young peopl e to f ind Christ as Savior and 

Lord and to underst and l'Th~t 1 t means to live according 

to t he t eachings of Jesus . 

The vacation Bible school curr i cu11:1m, given on 

page f i fty- six , ie also undergoing change . Ins t ead of 

t he f ormer t heme around ~~hich all t he less ona f or t he 

whole schoQl were built , t hese uni t s a r e topica l for each 

department. Although they would s till be classified as 

11 sub j ect-matter11 r a t her than 11 experience 11 unit , t here is 

much opportunity for t he chil dren t o experience what t hey 

l earn on t heir own gr ade level and accordi ng to t heir own 

interest s . God • s Happl Homes and .QE.!: Church will be 

ready f or use in t he summer of 1949 . The junior outline 

of lessons in year one i s only t ent tive a nd may undergo 

s ome change . Thi s and t he r emaining units wil l be ready 

f or publica tion in 1950 a nd 1951. 

The Sunday School and Vaca tion Bible School 

curricula were ca r efully s tudied , a nd in the light of t his 

s tudy it \'Tas decided t hat certain i l.llportant a r eas of 

content we r e conspicuously l acking nnd t hat others needed 

added emphasi s . These we r e lis t ed in the followi ng 



VAC 

l.r1t I 

:;oD 1 S HAP!-lY 
0 s 

Sessions: 

1 . Je us • U PPY 
Hoe 

2 . o ther• s Love 
3. Fnther ts Love 
4 . ilow to Have 

Happy nomcs 
5 . A Helpful 

Sister 
m 6 . A Helpful 

I Brother 
7 . 1hen Fr1 .nds 

Come to V1s1t 
e. Jesus Visits 

c II ppy Home .. . Jesus l'ants 
Us to be 
Loving e. t Home 

10. 1o~k1ng Together 
in a Happy no e 

Unit II 

GRO 111m UP .... T"ri 
YEAR JESU~ 

~ 

II 
Sessions: 

l . 

Unit III 

CHILDREN F THE 
YEAR BIBI.n 
III 

~essiona: 

1 . 

SCHOOL c ., 

• 1t 

OUR CliUP.OH 

Sessions: 

1 . The Tent Church 
? • Uaking the 

Cllurch Be utiful 
>· He 1or-.:;h1p God 

:n Church 
~. Jesus Loved 

the Church 
5 . Jesus Teaches 

1n the Church 
6. God's 1nisters 

in the Churoh 
7 • . o Sing Together 

1n Church 
8 . Ho \1e y She 

our Love or our 
Church 

JUUIOR· 

nit t 

GOD'S BOOK, 
THE DIBLE 

sessions:' 

1 . God' s Guide Boo~ 
2 . C·od • o Laws 
3. Joshua, the 1rst 

Chat oter 1n the 
History Books 

4. Poet~ of the 
Bible 

5 . God ' B lessengars 
Called Prophets 
( iaJor) 

6 . God ' s tessengers 
Called Prophets 
( Unor) 

'l . I aiah' Prophecy 
Co es rue 

9 . Paul, the reat 
1esionary 

Peter, the Great 
Apostle 

9 . Helping Build 
Churches in other- . 
Lands 

lO. Inviting our 1 
Friends to Church 

. The B1ble hat 
Could not be 
De~troyed 

111t I 

SIJ'IUDY OF THE 
GOSP·L OF U.A.RK 

"'Ssions : 

1 . The fan ho Told 
the 3toey. ( 
study of ark) 

~ . The Plece Uhere 
It Happened. 
(Places ~entioned 
in the ospel) 
mhe Beginnin~ of 
the story. ( 11th 
an outline of the 
Gospel) 

• 't1e 'l'~ ce His 
Travels 

5 . 1e Liatento H1a 
Stor1ea. (Study 
ot Pa~ bles) 

6 . · l ore ot Hi Stories 
7 . e :atch Him Do 

lir·aoles 
8 . I ore ot His 

Uiracles 
9 . The Last eek of 

( t:bese are 
Hio Life 

t1v lO. He L1v 

1t II 

~SUS FRIEUDS 

Seos1ons: 

1 . 

Unit III 

TELL !lE A BIBLE 
STO 

Se sions : 

1 . 

un1t II 

LIVIJ\G ITH JESUS 

Sessions: 

l 

Unit lii 

LIFE Ill O. T. TI ms 

! eos1ons : 

! . 

c.n 
(J) 



outline a nd l a t er used t o mak~ up t he curriculum f or t he 

ext ended sessions f or juniors . 

Ar eas of content to b e cove r ed: 

1. The Bible . 

a . Orig1n--ho ~ it OMne to us. 

b. How. to use t he Bi ble-- s tudy and devotional 

use . 

c . Life i n .Bible Ti mes . 

2 . T~e Church . 

a . Church history in gener al . 
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b . P rogr am of the Church~-m1 sa1onary , evangelism, 

education, fellow~hip . 

e . Church membership. 

3 . Experience s a nd f aith of the Individual. 

a . \'that we believe. 

b . \'tor ship . 

c . Per sonal Chri stia n livit;lg . 

(1) Life as a t estimony. 

{ 2 ) Chris tian use of time , t alent s , and 

money. 

( 3 ) Christia n f r i endshi p--choosing a nd 

being f riends . 

( 4 ) The Chri stian and recreation . 

( 5) Educationa l a nd cultural development. 

(6) Observance of Chri stian holidays . 



4. T~e Christi an a nd t h e dommuni~y. 

a ! Li quor and. other na rcotics . 

b! Amusements . 

o! Race a nd group rel ations . 

d . I nter-fa ith r el a tions 
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These a r eas of content t-Ter e again car efully s tudied, 

a nd t he 11 Curriculum f or Extended Sessions f or Juni oran as 

given on page fif t y-nine of t hi s t hes i s was developed , 

wi th unit s t o gi ve t he added emphases which were needed. 

Each qua r ter i ncluded t hi r t een sess ions di vi ded i nto t~o 

or t hree units , dependi ng upon t he l engt h of each unit. 

The church ' s holidays of Chr i s t mas and Eas t er a re t rea t ed 

i n unit s l'Thich c an easily be adapt ed to such emphas i s . 

There is a~so a very def i nite r el a tion be t l'leen units ; 

s evera l can be gr ouped toge t her to . form a l arger unit in 

which t~e re is orderl y p r og r es sion. 

The p r og ram fo r ex t e.nded sessions i s definitely 

Bibl e-cent ered ; its purpose i s to hel p t he junior become 

s o f ami lia r with hi s Bi bl e t hat it will become his daily 

guide and companion. Every uni t i s based upon Scripture , 

a nd f or each se ssion many reference s ar e give n for study 

a nd. devotion. Thts progr am i s al so Chri s t-centered. ICa.ch 

unit i s a s tudy of s ome a spect of t he Chris tian 1ife and 

t he t eachi ngs of Jesus . It i s al so child or experience

cent e red. The child has a vita l pl ace in every session, 



SUGGESTZD CURRI CULUM FOR EXTENDED SESSIONS FOR JUNIORS I N UISSIOfJ CO'.'ENANT CHURCH 

THREE Y C A R CY CLE 

YEAR ONE 

FIRST ~ Story of the Bible 
QUARTER 7 

Fall 

YEAR THO 

llorahiping God 
4 

Be Thankful 
4 

YEAR THREE 

Using NY Bi ble 
8 

Observing Christmas I God Speake Through l-1\lsic l The Chris t mas Story In 
5 5 Art 5 

SECOND 
QUARTER 

What Christians Believe! Living in Pales tine IMY Church and I 
5 5 6 

Hi nter 

THIRD 
QUARTER 

Spr i ng 

A Young Christian's 
Librar~ 

Let J esus Be Your 
Teacher 5 

Why J oin t he Church 
6 

Can 't I Spend What I 
Earn? 

4 
The Dangerous Gl ass 

3 

This Is Hy Father ' s 
FOURTH I tlorld 

UARTER : Q Our Miss~onaries 
Summer Christmas 

6 

Jews a nd Gentiles 
3 

J esus Friends 
4 

Jesus Friends (oont'd . ) 
l 

The Story of t he Church 
5 

Our Covenant Pioneers 
4 

Ue Join t he Ranks 
3 

\ lliat Should I Do ~ith 
My Ti me? 

6 
The Young Christian a nd 

Amusements 
3 

My Best Friend 
4 

Heroes of the Christian 
Faith 

4 
Life Abunda.'ltly 

3 
Life Abundantly 

3 
Uho I s My Ueighbor 

7 
Languages Cause 

Difficulties 
3 

Christian Fun 
3 

Good Habits 
2 

It Take s Courage 
5 

My Talents ..,. 
v 

Ol 
co 



and all act+vities are built around his interest s and 

experiences . 

V. ACTIVITY APPROACH TO TEACHING 

Many peopl e have only a l1m1 t ed concept of what 

t he word llactiv1t y0 includes whe1:1 used in reference to 

curriculum building and teaching . Learning ac tivities 

are numerous , and a great va r1ety . ahould be in constant 
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use in the classroom at all times • . It i s this variety of 

experiences t hat promotes l earning . I n order to give a 

clearer i dea of t he possibilities in th+s f ield , B OHle of 

Mosaman t ~3 suggestions a re lis t ed below. 

1. Reading ext ensively and sharing interesting 

t hings to read , . reading selections to t he group, comparing 

interpretations. 

2 . Exploring books. 

3 . Arranging libra r y corner or bookshelves . 

4 . Buildi ng up a r oom library collection. 

5. Accep ting challenges in t erms of ques tions 

arising in the discussion of community or world affairs, 

and trying to develop better unders t anding of these. 

6. Looking up the answers to t he 11 why, 11 11 how•1 and 

11 when 11 quest ions that al~i se in di scussion periods . 

3 Lois C. 11os aman, , The Activity Concept (New York: 
Macmillan Company , 1938), pp. 61-66 . 



7~ Constructing +n various materials . 

B! Experime~ting . 

9 ~ Creating . 
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10. Recording and reporting r esults from experiment s . 

Many more suggestions c an be added to this group as 

we t hink in terms of the Ohr1~t1an educa t ion of juniors 

t hrough the extended ses sions . The following lis t 

mentions . a few: 

1~ Gathering material r .. nd wr1 ting s tor+es. 

2 . St udying t he geog r aphy of Palestine . 

3 . Finding out how people lived, hot-1 they dr essea. , 

etc . 

4. Pl anning , reporting , \'lr i ting, ecU ting and 

printing a class paper. 

5. Building programs and p resenting them. 

6. Corresponding uith mi ssionaries and childr en of 

other countries . 

7. Ent ert aining par ents and other groups . 

8. \•Tri t1ng l etters for inf ormation or of apprecia

t ion or thanks . 

9 . Interviews . 

10. Arranging flowers and room. 

11. Beautif ying t he church. 

12 . Evalua ting results . 

It i s the purpose , in t his curriculum f or ext ended 
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sessions to include as '\>ti de a va riety as possible of thes e 

l earning activities in orde r t hat the juniors . may ha.v~ many 

experiences t h rough uhich to grow in Chris tian living . 

Junic;>rs diff er cons i derably in their abilities and inter

e s t s . A variety of activities will g ive each one a much 

g reater opportunity for success , a s it will .provide for the 

individual diffe rences of each boy and girl. 

VI . SAllPLE UNI T ON THE S'rORY OF THE BI BLE. 

Chapters Three and Four l-lere g iven to deta iled dis

cussion on curriculum-building in general and the building 

of a curriculum for extended see .s io~1!3 for juniors in the 

Evangelical Mission Covenant Church. In order to complete 

t he picture of curriculum making and al s o to give nn 

example of the unit to be included in this progr am, the 

pre sent chapter concludes \vi th a s ample unit on "The Story 

of the Bi ble • 11 This i s wri tte·n in a f orm \·thich will be 

mos t usabl e by teachers and leaders of junior groups. 
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UNIT I 

THE STORY OF THE BI BLE 

INTRODUCTION 

Thi s i s the begi nning of our new s chool year . "tle 

are sta rting our new ext ended ses si on program and all 

t he boys .and girls come e gerly expecting a good time 

t oget her. 

Thi s uni t is particula rly f itting to begin the 

year, as it hel ps the J uniors become familia r with 

t heir Bi bles ( ~rhich mos t of t hem have r eceived f rom 

sunday School or church) and crea t es a de sire f or 

f urther study and ac quai nt ance with t he Book of Books . 

Through t he Sunday School l essons t hey have heard 

and read many of the s tor i es and t eachi ngs of t he 

Bibl e , and now t hey will f ind it inte r esting to l earn 

a little about how t he Bible came to us and al s o how 

men have sac ri f iced t hei r lives in order t hat t he 

Scriptures mi ght be preserved and passed on to comi ng 

gene rations and peopl e all over t he world . The Bi bl e 

will have a deeper meaning and i nt e r est to t he boys 

and gi r l s afte r t hi s s tudy. 

PURPOSES 

1. To help J uniors unde r s t a nd how t he Bi bl e came to us . 

2 . To hel p Juniors become ac aua i nted l!Ji t h some of t he 
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great Chris tia n heroes ~rho gave their lives in 

the great miss iona ry t a sk of tra nslating t he Bibl e . 

3. To s timulat e in the Juniors a real +nterest 1n 

the Bi bl e aa a guide for themselves. 

4. To hel p J uniors unders t and t ha t the ~ay of t he 

Christian life i s found in t he Bible. 

5 . To help Juniors l earn how to use the Bible. 

l10RSHI P 

True worship is not merely a set of ritual s in 

which a person t akes part. I t is, r a t her , an 

experi ence of t he presence of God within the heart 

of t he individua l . Therefore , it has been noticed. 

by leaders t hat J uniors worship more purposefully a nd 

sincerely at t he clo se of a ses sion t han a t t he 

beginning . 

In this unit, worship ha s been included after t he 

Bible s t udy and song periods , but befor e t he activi

ties in mos t of the sessions . If prepar ation is 

carefully made during t he Bible study and song 

periods , the boys a nd Birl s oan be l ed to A real 

desire for worship after them. The songs should be 

familiar. The scripture chosen should come f r om t he 

l esson. If the Scripture i s not memorized it should 

be studied s uf f i c i ently so tha~ it will be read 

without mis t akes or h.es i t a tion. The enti re worship 



experience shoul d be an outgrowth of the session. 

This t ype of rorship is cons i de r ed f ormal worship. 
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The t eacher mus t al s o be alert f or opportunities 

for periods of informal worship \...rhich may come any 

time during t he session. For exampl e , a s tory , a 

poem, or a s ong during another period might s timulat e 

a desi r e to pause f or a moment of t hanksgiving to 

God . Or a beautiful picture mi ght a rouse a sense of 

wonder and awe which will l ead to an inf ormal ~orship 

experi ence . 

USING THE BIBLE 

Becaus e t he Bible i s a n adult book, much gui dance 

must be given t he J uniors if t hey a re t o underst and 

it suffic i ently to beg i n us ing it. Much ca re must be 

given to t h'e selection of appr opri at e passages to 

read a nd memorize . 

J unior s \'1111 enjoy l earning to us e t heir Bi bl es . 

The leader should capitali ze on t heir interest , giving 

them suggestions on how t o f ind books and passages , 

and al s o giving opportunity for ora l reading . Juniors 

a re not accustomed to the l anguage used and will need 

s ome .~e lp in r eadi ng . There will be oppor tun1 ties to 

use memorization for worshi p services and al so for 

s tudy a nd guiclance in Chris tian living . 

BIBLE REFERENCES 
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Speo+fic references have been included in each 

session. Additional selections rhich may be 

memorized and also used in worship progr ams are 

l?sal m 117 

SONGS 

M ttheu 28:18-20 

Psalms 86 :11-12 

Paal ms 119 :9-11, 105 

Numbers 6: 24- 26. 

· Juniors l ove to sing . It is i mpor t ant to teach 

new songs in such a way tha.t the children uill 

al ways enjoy singing them and will receive a message 

through t hem. The songs li s t ed belol-r nr e suggested 

to be used with t his unit . Some of t hem are included 

in t he se .asions; others may be subs tituted or added. 

They have all been chosen from the Covenant Hymnal 

in order to ac quaint t he J uniors with some of the 

songs used in sunday morning worship service. 

1 . Hvfonderful \•fords of Li fe 11 - - - - - - - - - - -

2 . 11 Tell ~1e The Ol d , Old Story" - - -

3 . 11 Send Forth , 0 God , "Thy Light and Trut h 11 - - -

4 . 11 Great is Thy Fai t hfulneaa'' -

5 . " Thy \lord Have I Hi d in J.ty Heart" 

6 . u My Faith Looks up to Thee 11 

7. "Jesus Shall Rei gn11 - ------

422 

119 

244 

44B 

122 

260 

350 



8! 11 Holy , Holy , Holy 11 

9 . 11 Fa.i t h of our Fat hers" 

VISUAL . UA Tl':RI AL 

.. - - - .... 
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307 

1 . The Bi bl e Goes Round t he Uorld--set of ei ght pages 

of p i ctures , reprints from Uorld Outlook f or J une 

1947. Ten cents per set f r om Liter atur e Head

quar t e r s , 420 Pl um Street , Cincinna ti 2 , Ohio . 

I f you pl a n to ha ve pupils make scrapbooks , order 

a set f or each child . 

2 . Hi stoiT of t he English Bi bl e--aet of t welve pos t 

ca rds . Photog raphs in bl ack and whit e prints 

made from pictures by grea t ar t ist s a nd f rom docu

mented f ilms, with brie f expl ana tions on the back-

f i f ty cent s a s e t . They may be ordered f rom 

America n Bible Socie t y , 450 Park Avenue, Ne 1 York 

22 . 

3. Hi story of the E11glis h Bible in Facs i mi l e Pages . 

Exce l lent f acs imiles of the title pages of 

original Coverda.l e a nd K1.ng J ames Bi bles , t uo 

openi ng f ac simil e pages each of nine his tori c 

Bi bl es and Test ament s in t he exnct s i ze of the 

orig i nals , mounted on hands ome f olders wi t h 

hi s toric descriptions--two dollar s and fifty cents 

a set or t hey may be borrowed f r ee from the 

America n Bibl e Socie ty fo r use i n an exhibit . 
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4. Uotion Pictures , slides , and exhibit and displ ay 

ma terial l1lay be oecured from the America n Dible 

Society if ordered in tim~ . Much of thi s is f r ee . 

r1r1te to Depart ment 11 V. M. u American Dible 

s ociety, 45 Astor Pl ace , Net·r York 3 , f or• a 

ca t a logue . 

ACTIVI TIES 

The t erm "Acti vi ty11 is often 'l,mderstood to mean 

only construction done by pupils . Thia is only one 

activity out of hundreds that can be listed . It is 

importa nt that any activity used in connection with 

a unit must have teaching value ; it mus t ~lso be pu~ 

pooeful to the pupil . It has often been s ai d , a nd 

rightfully eo , that 11 experienoe is the best teacher. 11 

Therefore a good teacher ~nll gtrive to brin8 such 

rea l life experiences into the cla ssroom. 

Sugges ted activities for use Hith this unit a re 

listed below. Some of them are included in the 

session s ; others may be subs t i tuted or added. 

1 . Plan and arrange an exhibit of Bibles of va rious 

types a nd t ransl a tions . 

2 . Plan a nd prese~t a program for the parents or the 

whole church. 

3 . Write a nd give a pl ay in connection with one of 

t he lessons . 
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4. Pl anning eoce ways of ra1o1ng money f or the shar

i ng of Bibles , a nd giving t hi o money to the 

America n Bible Society or our own Mi ssion Board 

f or t he purohaaing of Bibles and tlet'l' Test ament s • . 

5 . Resea rch and report s on how the Bible came to us . 

6 . Hri ting stories on 

a ~ How t he Bible came to ua . 

b, \·lhat the Bible means to . u s . 

c . Favori t e Dible passages . 

? . Make a s c rapbook with pictures , l eaflets , s tories , 

and poems about the Bi ble . 

8. Select ing fayori t e Di ble stories and telling them 

to the cla ss . 

9 . Pl anning a nd arr anging a tmrshi p s ervice . 

EXTRA ACTIVITIES \'HIICH CAU BE U.O~D I!TH ANY UNIT 

Beca use the Junior must have oome t hing to do every 

minute of hi s time , many and va ried activities mus t 

be planned to meet his needs . The follouing 

activities can be used wit h any unit . Each of them, 

if conducted p roperly , will gi ve t he leade r 

excellent oppor tunity to become very i ntimat e with 

his group . 

1 . Programs , exhi bi t s , excurs ions . 

2 . Parties , hikes , p icnics . 

3 . Craft s , hobbies . 
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4. Distribut~ng church litera ture to home s in t he 

community. 

5. Collecting food f or a poor family . 

6 . Collecting olot~ing for a poor f amily or the 

needy in Europe. 

7 . Visiting t he siok and bringing ,gifts which the 

children have made , or flowerf? . 

B. T king part 1n a Junior choir. 

9 . Helping ca re f or church grounds . 

10. Bringing flower s to church f or special event s . 

11. Making cupboards , wast e- basket s , or other e quip

ment for use in Sunday School or church . 

12. Making post er s announcing church events . 

13. Playing 1n a church band or orchest r a . 

11-. Repairing song- books . 

15. Gat hering song books after services . 

16. Ar ranging chairs and otller furni ture for various 

weetings. 

17. Preparing a. 1¥orship Cent er. 

lB. laking mural s . 

19. Uaki ng gi f t s for others , particula rly a t Christ mas. 

20. Baking model of a Pales tinian Village . 

21 . Dramatizations of Bible s tories or other s tor i es 

related to the unit . 

22. Pl aster Casting El.nd Carving . 
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23 . Ht;tp making . 

a ! paper a nd c r aYon. 

b! paper mache . 

c . cloth and crayon. 

d . pictur~ map. 

e. globes. 

f . el ectric map. 

24 . Making ~uppet s and us ing t hem in s i mple dr amati-

za.tions . 

25 . s oap carving . 

26. J~aking a 11 Movie11 or Piotural. 

27. Free-hand dr awing outdoors using various things in 

na ture as models . 

28 . Planting a garden and caring f or it. 

29 . Sending ca rds to sick a.nd shut-in friends . 

This list has by no means exhausted t he poss1bil1-

t1ee 1n activities , but it will serve as a s ugges tive 

lis t from whtoh to s t art . Teachers a nd leaders will 

think o:f many more to add from time to time . 

TEACHER' S BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1. Smither, .Et hel L. , The Use of the Bible with -· - - - ---..... 

Chil dren. New York: Abingdon-Cokesbury 

Pr es s , 1937. 135 pp. 

2 . 1h1 teh.ouse , Elizabeth s., Opening t he Bible to 

Children. St. Louis : The Be t hany Press , 1945. 
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second printing , 1946 . 80 pp ~ 

3. Wood , Violet , Grea t l£ The Company. New York : 

Friendship Press , 1947 . 169 pp . ( paper) 75¢ ! 

4 . Nieder meyer , Mab?l , ~Y Story Book about t he Bi ble . 

( paper) 75¢ . . 

5 . Rinden , Gertrude J . I Around. the vtorld \11th ~ 

Bible . New York: Fr~endship P,ress , 1947, 

third p r1nt1 l;lg , 1948. 126 pp . ( paper ) 75¢ • . 

6 . l•!CGavra n , Gr ace \t., Stories !2£. ~ Book of Books . 

New York: ~riendship Press , 1947 . 183 pp . 

( paper) ~1 . 00 . 

7 . List of Mat erials f r om American Bible Society , 

450 Par k Avenue , Ne\'r York, 22 . 

a . Pos t er s--------------- ----- ---------10¢ each. 

( 1) u Now in 1000 Tongues" 

{2 ) uL1ght shines in Dar kness11 

( 3 ) 11 I Seek ThY Prec ept a 11 

( 4 ) 11 '.rhe Book of All Na t1ons 11 

b . Leafle t s------------free excep t those marked. 

(1 ) 11 i1hY I Read t he Bi bl e n by Lt. Com. c . 

Leslie Glenn-----25¢ per 100. 

(2 ) "' A Bible Al pl1abet11 

(3 ) "The Light Shines in Darkness" 

(4) "How We Got our English Bible" 

( 5 ) 11 Along the Tr a nsl a tor' s Roadu 
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(6 ) •'one Uorld , One God , One Book" 

( 7) n Uilliam Tynda.le a t work---- -5¢ f or 

each 50 

( 8 ) 11 Ma rtin Luther a t work-----5¢ f or each 

50 

( 9 ) 11 Br aille and ?4oon Oarde 

(10 ) 11 The Bible Spe a ks to t he Blind11 

(11) 11 I Cost Tyndale Hi s Life11 

( 12 ) 11 f.fart1n Luthe r" 

(13 ) 11 The Bible , The Favorite Book of the 

Bl 1ndfl 

(14 ) 11 0pen the Book11 ( coin c ard ) 

c. Uaps 

( 1) Friendshi p t-rap , 11 The Bi ble i n all the 

l1or1dn -----50¢ 

(2 ) Picture !.fap , The Bibl e i n ma ny Land s---

60 inche s x 36 inches . A work map 

a ccompanied by out-outs-------------60¢ 

( 3 ) Tlle Bible Among the Nations (wor ld 

map 11 x 17 )-----2 set s 5¢ , a nd J ohn 

3 :16 in s i xt een different l a nguages 

each with a picture r epresenting the 

life of t he people. 

8 . Ellis , Emily, The Bible Goes Around t he Uorld . - - ----
J unior teache r ' s guide . Conta ins expanded 

pl a n s fo r home a nd foreign mi s s ions s tudy. 
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(paper ) 35¢ . 

9 . Niedermeye~ , Mabel, The Bible ~ Around ~ 

Uorld. A primary Teacher ' s Guide . Contains 

pl ans for both a foreign and _home mission 

s tudy bas~d on author ' s book. (paper) 35¢ . 

10. Smith, Edwin W., The Shrine of ~ People ' s ~· 

Story of m1sa ionar1es in many countries who 

have mast ered unknown tongues, r educed t hem 

to writing , and given . t he Bi bl e to _ t h~ir 

peopl e in translation. (paper) $1 . 00 . 

PUPIL ' S BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1 . Above l~st of mat eria l s from American Bibl e 

Socie ty . 

2 . Niederweyer , Mabel , My Story Boo~ About ~ Bible. 

Fo r gr ades 1 , 2 , 3. G·r ades 4 Md 5 will also 

enjoy reading t his book . (paper) 75¢ . 

3. Ri nden , Gert rude J'enness , Around t he Uorld ll1!!! 

~ Bible . For gr ades 4 , 5, 6 . Illustrat ed. 

( paper) 75¢ . 

4 . Rinden , Gertrude Jenness , ~iissionary 1iorshi'P !!:£

g rams . 50¢ . 

5. McGavran , Gr ace W. , Stories of the Book of Books . -- ....._._ 

For grades 6 , 7 a nd above . (paper) $1. 00. 



SESSION ONE 

THE DlBLE--THr. BOOK OF THE WORLD 

Purpose : 

To hel p Juniors l earn tha t the Bible ha s power 

to Qhange and direot human lives , including their 

own. To make t hem eager and enthuaia~tic to learn 

about t he Bible and how it eame to us . 

Bi ble Refer ences : 

Acts 8 : 26-40 ; Psalm 117 ; Romans 10:14-15; 

Matthel-r 24 :14 ; t·fattheu 28 :18-20 . 

Interpreta tion of Bible Passages : 
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In Act s 8 : 26- 40 we have a good example of early 

mi ssionary work. Philip was a fol1o ler of Jesus , 

and he was very eager to tell the wonderful story to 

othe r s . l·Then he felt led to t ake the road from 

Jerusalem to Gaza, he Hent tha t tiay . \'lhen he 

noticed the oan from Ethiopia s itting in his chariot 

and reading from Isai ah, Philip spoke to him a sking 

t he c;:uestion , ''Understandeet thou t•1hat thou 

readest'? 11 This opened the conver sation through 

which Philip was able to tell t he story of Jesus. 

\fuen the Ethiopi an heard the gl ad news, he beli eved 

and \vas baptized. 

Mi ssiona ries all over the \Wr ld today go about 
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telling t he story of J esus in much the same way. 

They find many wl1o are ve ry much interested and eager 

to hear the story of salva tion and \'tho believe when 

they h a ve heard , j us t as di d t h i s man to whom Phi l i p 

spoke. 

Because Juniors a re very much interes ted in 

missionaries , there is opportunity in t hi s session 

to cont rast and compare the procedure which Philip 

used w1 t h \-rha.t mis siona ries do today . 

Materials and Prenar a t1on : 
----~~~--- . 

l . Story--HThe Uorld ' s Imperishable Treasure" from 

Grea t _!!! the Company by Vi ole t Hood. 

2 . The followi ng mat erial has been ordered from 

t he American Bible Society . 

"The Bible in all the tforld11 --map. 

Utfhy I Read t he Ei ble 11--leaflet by Lt . Com. c . 

Leslie Glenn. 

11 Gett1ng the Bible to the World." 

"Holy Bible" (open t h e Boold di me ca rd. 

3 . Bi bl es of differen t vers ions . 

4. A Concordance to find the references mentioned in 

t he s tory . 

5 . One or t wo attractive pictures \Jell mounted. 

Copping 1 s 11 The Hope of the \"Torl dt1 is good for 

worshi p center. 



6. Map--The Bible in all the \·Tor l d . 

7. Songs : 11 ;onderful Hords of Life11 --p . 422 i n 

Covenant Hymnal . 

11 I Love to Tell the Story11 --p . 187 . 
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After all the mat erial s are gat hered, be sure you 

are familiar with t hem. Read the Bi bl e r eferences and 

decide how to use them in the l esson. Think about 

uays in which the children might ea.rn money to give 

to t he America n Bible Socie ty or their own missionary 

board for t he buyi ng of Bibl es f or t hose rho do not 

have them. 

Study the story 11 The Uorld ' s I mperishable Treasure" 

so tha t you can tell it to the g roup in an interesting 

way. Have all your materials attractively a rranged 

and your room in orde r f or the g roup . Arrange a 

uorehi p cent er us ing Coppi ng ' s 11 Hope of the \·!orld11 

a nd one or t wo di fferent transla tions of the New 

Test ament or Gospels . 

The Friendship Un.P-- 11 The Bi ble in all t he Horld11 

could be posted on t he wall or bulletin boar d 

throughout the unit , and as the children hear s to r ies 

from di ffere nt countries, they can look on the map 

and f ind out l-rhen t he Bibl e first came to tha t country. 

Opening Session: 

The Juniors will be i nterest ed in the worshi p 



cent er, Bibles , pi c tures , and leafle t s . Let t hem 

brouse a round , converse with them, and encourage 

them t o t alk and ask questions . Make notes of any 

que stj.ons that \.;111 make good ma terial f or group 

di scussion a nd s tudy. 

Directed Study : 

?8 

Call attention to t he Fri endshi p Ua.p. Have 

differen t children come up and read from the map , one 

i nteresting event concerning t he Bi bl e which 

happened in each of the ma jor countrie s . This will 

a r ouse t heir curiosity, and they t'lill loolc f or more 

in t heir spare time. 

Suggest t hat all open their Bibles to Aets 8 : 26- 40. 

Read the r eference together orally. Have leadi ng 

questions alld suggestiono for s t udy on a blackboard 

or l a r ge pape r; for exampl e : 

( 1) \lho Has t he man in the cha riot'/ 

(2 ) Why di d he need help? 

( 3 ) How di d Philip help hi m? 

( 4 ) Do people need t l'l..i s kind of help t oday? 

(5 ) How was Philip a mi ssionary? 

( 6 ) Find Ethiopi a on the map. 

(?) Read Bomans 10 :14-15. 

(8 ) How a r e t hese verses rel at ed to t hose we 

read in Act s? 



( 9 ) Read ~1atthew 24:14 . What does t his mean? 

(10 ) Read Matthew 28:18-20 . \'tho spoke these 
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words? How are t he American Bible Society 

and other s uch organi zations obeying this 

command? 

Spend some time memor:tzing t.fa.tthetv 28 :18-20'. 

These veraes can be used for a worship progr am l a t -er 

in t lle unit. 

Hymn .... s t_u_d~y : 

s ugge s t that the children ope.n the l't..,ymnals to 

page 422 . Read the words of the first st anza 

toget her. Call t he chil dren ' s attention to t he f act 

t hat 1 t s ounds like poetr-y . t.Joat of our 11ymns are 

poe try, set to music. Ask the p i anist to pl ay the 

hymn as the children follow the words . 

Discuss t he meaning of the words nu onde rful '·fords 

of L1fe . 11 The s ong writer i s referring to God 1 e 

\1ord. , which we find in the Bi ble. He trr1 tes of the 

beauty of God ' s llord and al so what it teaches . Ask 

t he chi ldren to read the line t hat tells what the 

Bibl e teaches those who read it . Ask them to read 

the words of the firs t s t anza s ilently agai n as the 

pi ani s t pl ays t ho music f or it . Listen carefully to 

t he melody. 

Sing t he f irs t s t anza t hrough several times . 
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Story: 

Tell 11 The l'Torld ' s Imperi shabl e TreacurP- 11 by Violet 

Wood or some other suitabl e story which will hel p t he 

Juniors reali ze t he power of t he Bible . People like 

Don Cor nelio would never have heard God ' s Word or 

had their lives changed if t her e had not been many 

f ai t hful men and women who had written the stories of 

t he Bible in t he f irst pl ace , and others who had 

transl at ed the Bible into many different l anguages . 

He will hear more about t his in t he following s essions . 

Activit y : 

Look at some of t he di fferent transla tions of the 

Bible which a re on displ ay . Show individual gospels 

that have been printed , Ueu Testaments of different 

s i zes , t he King James Version of the Bible , t he 

American Revised Version , and some of the modern 

transl a tions , including t he new St andard Revised 

Ver sion of t he Ne}'I Testament . Shou J uniors a Bible 

wi t h s t udy hel ps a nd concordance . Expl ain a l itt l e 

about ho\'1 they a re used . Show Br aille and l.foon 

Cards , expl aining t hat Bibles are made in t his 

r aised ~r.riting for t he Blind . 

Discuss a litt le about t he cost of Bi bl es and how 

we can hel p share Bi bl es with others who do not have 

t hem. Di scuss ways of earning money. Gi ve out a 
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11 Holy Biblen bank card to each child tbat wants one . 

Encourage each e~~ld to discuss with his parent s hov 

he can eal:'n the dimes t ha t go i nto this -card. 

1·Torah1p : 

Pl ay quiet music as children gather about t he 

worship center. Read together Psalm 117 . Sing li Tell 

me the s tories of Jesus11 or some other familia r hymn. 

A short medi tation may be given by the leader 

centered about Copping ' s picture , the "Hope of the 

Uorld. n Let t he children suggest what we should t hank 

God for and what we should ask Him for . After several 

t hings have been suggested , ask for volunteers to lead 

in pr ayer. Each child cru1 remember t wo or three of 

the i deas mentioned . This will help juniors become 

accustomed to praying in thei r o lin words . 
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~3ESSION THO 

FIRST \IRI TERS OF THE BIBLE 

Pu:rpose : 

To guide J uniors in di scovering how peopl e l·tor

sh1ped God and prese rved t heir thinking long before 

there was written l anguage . 

To a cquaint J uniors with some of the earliest 

wri t er a . 

Bible References: 

Before writ i ng of Bible : 

Genesis 12 :1-9; J oshua 4 :19- 24. 

Earliest 't..rr1t1ng ( s tone , clay , wax t abl et s , scrol l s ): 

Exodus 20~1? ; 34: 27-28; II Kings 22: 1- 13 ; 

23:1-3 , 28; Jeremi ah 36: 1-4, 02 . 

Interpret ation of Bi ble Passages : 

Genesis 12 :1-9 

Abraham l oved God ui th all hi s hea rt . lie was very 

eager to pl ease Hi m in a ll t hat he di d . Ther efore 

l-rhen Abraham understood tha t 1 t was God ' s tdll t hat 

he leave his home a nd travel to a s trange country, he 

di d not hesitat e , but obeyed. 

Abr aham bad a g rea t deal ·of faith . He r eally 

believed God enough to s t ake hi s life a nd the future 

of his people on wha t God had p romised . He i s known 



as the Father of the Hebr ew people and a l s o as t he 

friend of God. 

J oshua 4: 19- 24 

Ve r ses 21 and 22 t ell the ins tructions t hat were 

s o of t en gi ven to the Israelites , tha t t hey should 

t ell their children t he s tories about how God de-

livered t hem out of the l and of Egypt ru1d l ed them 

into t he Promised l and . As t hese people moved from . 
pl ace to pl ace a nd lived in tents , muoh time \'las 

spent in telling t hese stories to t heir chil dren 

t hat t hey mi ght never fo rget t he p 0\1/e r of God to 

lead and deliver t hose rho trusted Hi m. 

Hat eri a l s a nd Prepar a tion: 
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1 . Same posters and leaflets from the American Bible 

Society. Add t he booklet, fi The Hi s tory of t he 

Engl ish Bible" a nd t he pos t er 11 Book of all 

Nat i ons . '' 

2 . You may have more Bibles t o add to t he collec tion. 

3 . Conc ordance . 

4 . Songs : Same songs as in l ast session but add. 11 Thy 

Word have I Hid in My Heart , « page 122 . 

Study the Scripture passages and note how they f it 

i n to t he l esson. Study t he entire l esson. Have t he 

room in r eadiness wi t h mat eria l s attractively arr anged. 

Use t he poster "Book of all Nations'' for the lvorahi p 
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cent er. You may choose a singl e Bi bl e to be pl aced on 

the t able and a f lower arrangement beside it. Arrange 

the Book Table \d t h books , l eafl e t s , and Bi bl es. 

Opening Session: 

Let t he children brouse a round i n t he room and look 

a t t he mat eri al on the book t able. Encourage t hem to 

s t art readi ng s tories . 

Directed Study: 

Even before t he Bi ble was written t here we re men 

and women who loved God and followed His will. 

Abraham was suoh a man. Turn to Genesis 12 :1-9 and 

see how Abraham obeyed God. When God spoke to him, 

he obeyed and left the l and of t he Chaldees to go to 

this promised l and t hat God had told hi m about. 

The Hebrew peopl e al ways remembered Abraham, and 

t he stor i es of his faitl~ulness to God were told over 

and over again . God had promi sed Abraham t hat He 

\'muld mal~e of hi m a great nation and l'lould make his 

name great . Thi s pr omi se turned out to be true, a s 

Abraham became t he Fat her of t he Hebrew or Jewish 

Nation, and even to thi s day hi s name ha s not been 

f orgotten. 

And so these stori es about Abraham and hi s son 

Isaac and t heir families uere told for many years 

among these peopl e l'fho moved from pl ace to pl ace, 
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living in t ents and t aking care of their sheep . 

I~ J oshuA 4 :19-24 the children of Israel were told 

to make all of these t hings known to their children. 

The Ten Commandments and possibly some other lat-ta 

were engraved on t ablets of a tone , Exodus 20 : 1-17 , 

34:27- 28 . The earli est reference in the Bible to 

writing and to the word 11 book11 is 111 Exodus 17: 14. 

The 11 book" in wbieh Moses was asked to wr1 te rae 

a roll of papyrus paper or parchment. 

II Ki ngs 22 :1-13 ; 23 :1-3 , 28 give s t he s tory 

about Josiah the King and Shaphan, t he scribe . The 

work of t he scribe was to copy t he l aws a nd firs t 

writings of t he Bible . This work had to be moat 

exact . The trri ting was done 1n columns from right 

to left a long the lengt h of a carefullY eut s trip 

of sk1n or papyrus paper or parchment. There t-Tere 

very few of t hese scrolls beoause t here were very 

f ew pries t s and acribeo who oould read and write. 

As t~ rue went on , acr:tbea \'trote on t hese eo rolls the 

stori~s t hat had been told for many years a round t he 

eampfirea--hol>T God had made the world , and how he 

had l ed His peopl e and had given t hem t he l aws t hat 

showed t hem how to live. 
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Learning ~ Hymn: 

11 Thy \Tordo Have I Hid in l·iY Heart , 11 page 122 . Ref er 

to Psalm 119:11. Read it severa l times . Di scuss the 

meaning with the boys and girls . Then read the words 

of the fi r st verse of t he song several times . nave 

t he pi anis t pl ay it through as the Juniors f ollow the 

words silently. Then s ing t he first verse . 

Worship Service : 

1'\-TonderfuJ. Uords of Life, 11 page 422 . 

Tell briefly t he story of Jeremiah and Baruch. 

Jeremi ah 36 . 

Prayer J?oem-- 11 Tey Word, 0 God, in Ages Past11 by 

Vest a Towner. 

11 Thy \lord , 0 God, in ages past 
To lis tening heart s came clear; 

Oh, may we ever hear thy voice , 
And know that t hou art near. 

The pages of t he Bible 
Reveal t hy love to man ; 

Oh, may we ever heed thy Uord 
And live our Fat her ' s ~lan . 

11 Thy \lord, 0 God., ha s come to us 
Through sacrifice untold 

Of brave souls t hrough the ages past 
our heri t age now to hold. 

For f aith like theirs , 1-1e pray no~r, 
And courage strong each day, , 

To do the right with all our mi ght, 
And live in thine own way. 

11 Thy \Tord, 0 God, has traveled f ar 
To earth ' s remotest l and ; 

Trans l a ted into many tongues 
So 11 may unders t and. 

Oh , grant t hat we thy children, 



Activity: 

May hel p to spread thy Word, 
That all the whole round eart h shall be 

The Kingdom of our Lord. Amen11 1 

B7 

1. Divide i nto groups . One group may pl an a dramati

zation of early Hebrews sitting about fire outs i de 

tent- homes t elling the old Bible stories , or of 

the ea rly soribes and priest s writing s to r i es and 

reading scrolls to the peopl e . 

2 . Another group may pl an a uorship service for next 

tTeek. Hel p t hem choose appropriate verses to read. 

Expl ain t hnt Psalm 119 i s a good chapt er to select 

from because it is a collection of poetry and 

pr ayers about the Scri ptures or old sacred writings 

of the Old Test ament . The poet s who wrote t hese 

verses di d so to sh0 1'l t hei r appreciation and t hank

fulness for t he l aws or commandment s which helped 

t hem to know wha t C,.od wanted t hem to do. If they 

have difficulty selecting t heir oun passage , 

suggest Psalm 119 : 9-11 and 105. 

3 . Another group may decide upon the arrangement for 

t he t·10r ship center. 

4 . Several J uniors may work on little s i gns to be 

·pasted to t he Friendshi p map telling in· uhat parts 

1 Vest a To\mer, 11 Thy Word, 0 God , in Ages Past , " 
Child Guidance in Christian Li ving . January, 1948 , p . 46. 



t he Ol d Test ament stories were told even before 

t hey were written. 
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Purpose : 

SESSION THREE 

HOW THE JiEBREl·f CHILDREN IN JESUS • TIME 

LEARNED THE BIBLE STORIES 
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To s timulat e in t he Juniors a real and vital inter 

est in t he Old Test ament s t ories and to hel p t hem 

realize how.Josus emphasi zed t he t eachings of love 

and kindnes s . 

Bible References : 

Lulte 4 :16-22 ; I sai ah 61:1-2 ; Matthew 22 : 34- 40 ; 

Deut . 6 : 5 ; Leviticus 19 :18 . 

I nterpre t ation of Bible Passages : 

Luke 4: 16- 22 

Jesus carne to Nazaret h, his home town , and , a s 

usual , went to the synagogue . Thi s t'ITas t he pl ace 

whe r e Jesus and al l t he other Jet1i sh children fu..d r e

ceived t he ir i ns truction in the Ol d Testament . The 

Jewi sh people, ever s ince Abraham, had been very ca re

f ul t o teach the Scrip tures to t heir children , ~d 

this was one of t he main purposes of the synagogue . 

Almost every little town had 1te own s ynagogue , and 

in the l a r ger c ities t here were sever al, where people 

could receive i nstruction and also orshi p God. 

l'lhen Jesus enter ed the synagogue he was given t he 
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book of Eaaias (parchment roll ) to read. As he read 

and spoke t o the peop l e , t hey uere very much surprised 

a t what he said, and very f ew bel i eved in him. 

Ma t eria l s ~ Prepa r at ion: 

1 . I f a t all possi ble , a r range for a visit to a 

synagogue . 

2 . Arrange t he room \ti th pos ters f rom the American 

Bible Soc i e t y . 

3 . Try to g et pi ctures and a s t ereoscope 1•11th slides 

of scrolls , clay t ablAte , and synagogues , 

(particula rly i f you cannot make the excurs ion). 

4. Have t he mat eri a l ready for t he worship center 

whi ch one group pl anned l as t session. 

5. Bibles for exhibit. 

Opening Ses sion: 

As J uniors come , l e t them arra nge t he woret~p 

cent er as t hey pl anned l a s t time. Le t other early 

comers arrange t he book t able a nd Bibl e exhibit. Hel p 

t he committee who ha ve charge of the worshi p servi ce 

today t o get t he progr am ready. 

~Torship: 

Gat her a round the lvorshi p Cent er i n a semi-circle . 

Let t he l eade r of t he group who pl a nned it , t ake 

charge of t he progr am, announcing song s , s nripture 

passages , etc. 
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Directed Study and Activity: 

If you have been able to a rrange for an excurs ion 

t o a synagogue, you \vill first \vant to discuss 1t1hat 

t he pupils should look for , and what questions they 

shoul d a sk. 

It i s a good pl an to v1ri te them down so you \vill 

be sure to find out all you want to know from your 

visit. 

The following questionR may be a gui de: 

1. Is there any difference between t he synagogues 

of today a nd t hose of Jesus • time? 

2. What were the o. T. scrolls made of? 

3 . Were the scrolls of the o. T. made of the same 

ma terial as those u sed the s ynagogues today? 

4 . \1fhe re are t he scrolls kept? 

5. H01v often a re they read? 

6. What i s the Shema? 

7. When do you have services? 

8. Tell us about the school s the Hebr ew children 

a ttended in Jesus• time. 

If you cannot make such a vis it, you mi ght make an 

i magina ry one by helping the children look up the 

answers to t hese que s tions and any others they mi ght 

a sk and t hen having them write the story of their 

i mag ina ry visit to the synagogue. 



92 

Pictures of interior a nd exterior of t empl es a nd 

synagogues will hel p make t hi s experi ence more mean

ingful . Picture s of scrolls , copyis t s , and scribes 

will al s o help the childr en vi suali ze t h i s vi sit. 

Bible dictionari es, encyclopedi as , Book of Knotrledge 

wi ll f urni sh source material. 

Another i mportant t hing t hat Juni ors will want to 

know ie how Jesu s us ed the o. T. Turn to Matthew 

22 : 34- 40 . Then have t hem find Deut . 6 : 5 a nd 

Leviticus 19 :18 . 

Compar e Luke 4 :16-22 with I sai ah 61 :1-2 . Jesus 

often refe rred to t hose par t s of the o. T. t hat had 

to do with love and kindne ss . J esus a l so loved the 

Psal ms . Sugges t t hat Juniors read t he following 

Psalms a t home : 100 , 122 , 145 , 150. Encourage t hem 

to choos e one to memori ze for worshi p period next 

time . 



Purpose : 

SESSION FOUR 

NEVI TESTAl.ffiriT STORI ES AND Hetl 

TilEY \lERE rlRI T'.PEN 
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To give the Juniors a general idea of the content s 

of' t he lle \'1 Test ament and hmr it was \-Iri tten. 

Bible References : 

Luke l : l - 4 ; John 20 : 30- 31 ; 21 : 24- 25; Acts 1:1-2 ; 

Romans 1 :1-?; 

II Pet er 3:1- 2 ; 

I Ti mot hy l : l - 2 ; 

14- 18 . 

Materials~ Prepa r ation : 

Philemon 1 , 3 ; 

1 . Otudy references and note how t hey fi t into t he 

l esson . 

2 . nave a s many vers ions of t he N. T. as you can 

ga t her. Al so the Gosp el s i n various l a nguages . 

3 . For your ow·n background read , in a brief 

comment ary , the desc riptions of the general 

contents of t he Gosuels , of PaUl ' s letters , and 

of t he general epistle s . 

4 . Read al so a l ittle about t he char acters of 

Mat thew, Mark, Luke , J ohn , Pa ul , and Pe t er. 

5. Besides t he usua l posters , books , leaf l e t s , e t c ., 

have a commenta ry , a Bible dict iona ry , a nd a 

concoTdance on the book t able. 



6 . Mat erial for scrolls . 

Opening session : 

Enlist the early a rr1 vals in a r ranging \vorahi p 

center and book t able . 

Directed St udy; : 
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Tell the Juniors tha t the Ne\v 'l'es t a.ment is the 

story of Jesus , and of his followers after h io death. 

It i s much shorter than the o. T., having only 29 

books in comparison with 3? in the Old Testament. 

Have them open their D1bles a nd compare the size . 

Af ter the Bibles a re closed again, let the boys and 

girls guess about \1here the N. T. begins. 

TUrn back to the index a nd look a t the names of 

the books of t he Bible . Read t he names toge t her 

carefully and slowly. Uha t a re t he firs t four books 

called? Gospel means t hey are the books of 11 good 

news . 11 They were written l a ter than mos t of t he 

letters , ~rhich come l a t er in the l31ble, but they tell 

about Jesus ' life a nd teachings; and , a s these were 

considered of most importance-, tho Gospels were 

pl a ced firs t in t he New Testament. 

Find what oome of the Gospel wri ters say about 

t heir writings. Read Luke 1:1-4; John 20 : 30- 31; 

21:2 4-25; Acta J. :1, 2 . The book of Acts is not 

included in the Gospels , but Luke really continues 



95 

his story in this boolc, and adds the beautiful story 

of t he early Christian Church. 

The next 13 books, beginning uith Romans and 

ending \..ri th Philemon , \v-ere letters written by Paul . 

some say Paul wrote t he letter to the Hebre\'IS too , 

but we are not sure. These letter-s are sometimes 

called the 11 Pauline Epistles . 11 Ask the Juniors to 

turn to the beginnings of these letters and see how 

Paul begins each letter. Read especially Romans 

1 :1- ? ; I Tim. 1 :1-2 ; Philemon l-3. 

Paul was a grea t missionary, and after he left the 

churches he had visited or started, he kept in cont act 

with them through letters . These letters have much 

in t hem tha t i s very helpful for us today, and we do 

well t o heed his warnings and accept his challenges 

for better living and more consecrated Christian 

lives . 

Paul wrote some of his letters himself ; others he 

dicta t ed. He tTas inspired by God t o tfri te these 

letters of warning and encouragement to individuals 

and. to churches. 

The rest of the books up to Revelation a re also 

lettero urit ten by different writera . In t hese , too , 

you can tell who wrote the letter by reading the 

first few verses . Find II Peter 3 :1-2, 14-18. 
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The Books of the N. T. were not \'Tri tten on~y for 

these churches and individual s to whom they a re 

addressed, but God meant t hat t his Scripture should 

be used by us too ns a guide fo r Chri s tian living 

because through it we too can know God ' s will for 

our lives . John says in J ohn 20 : 30 and 31 : 

No~-r Jesus d id many other signs in the p r esence 
of the discipl es , uhich a re not trri tten i n this 
book; but these are written t hat you may believe 
t hat Jesus is the Christ , t he Bon of God and t hat 
believing you may have life in Hi s name . 

Hymn Study 

11 Holy Bi bl e , Bool~ D1vine 11 was written by John 

Burton . In it he t ell s s omet hing of what the Bi ble 

has meant a nd continues to mean to the hearts of 

people. Refer t he Juniors to the bl ac ltboard or 

l a rge paper upon which the words have been writt en. 

Holy Bi ble , Book divine , 
Precious treasure , t hou a rt mine; 
I.Une to t ell me t'lhence I carne 
Mine to t e 11 m~ ltha t I am 

Holy Bible , Book di v i ne , 
Precious treasure , t hnu a rt mi ne ; 
0 t hou hol y Book divine 
Precious treasure , t hou art mine t 2 

This hymn tells about the Bible as a Precious 

Treasure . Read it s ilently and discover wlzy t he song 

w:ri t e r ca lla 1 t a p recious tr.easure . Ask t he Juniors 

2 A. L . Hyers , Chil dren 1 s Prai se and Worsh i p 
( Anderson , Indi ana : The tla rner Preas , 1928 1, p . 86 . 
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to t hink of a Bible verse that his hymn reminds them 

of. (Psalm 119: 11 or Psalm 119:105 ). 

Sing the song to the boys nnu girls as they listen. 

They will enjoy singing it a ft er you have finished. 

Uorship: 

Sing 11 Honderful Horde of Life , 11 p . 422 , and 11 Thy 

Word Ha ve I Hi d in my Heurt, 11 p . 122 . If one of the 

children ha s memorized one of t he suggested l? alms 

f or thi s week, let him Sa? it a t this time . 

Encourage se,reral to t ake part i n pra.yer, t hanking 

God for the Bibles and t he 1-ronderful truths that a re 

just a s real to us today as they were to those who 

read them almoat 2000 years ago . Close by singing 

"TeJ.l nJe the Old , Old Story11 p . 187. 

Activity: 

1. Malte scrolls , l~ri ting into t hem t he pupilo 1 

f avorite psal~s . 

2 . Those who finish ea rly will enjoy looking into the 

commentary and learning hol>~ to use a Bible 

dictionary and a. concordance . 



SESSION FIVE 

THE TASK OF THE TRANSLATORS 

Puruoee : 

To hel p Juniors appreciat e ~hat the transl a tors 

have done to make t he B1hle avail able for all 

people . 

Bible Reference: 

Nehemiah 8 :1-8. 

Interpretation of Bi ble Passage 

Nehemiah 8 :1-8 

98 

In the days of t he Old Test ame.nt ve ry fet<I people 

could read or write . ·The people did not hear t he 

Scripture unless someone read it to t hem. ~1e 

scribes l'tere peopl e 1<rho had l earned to read and 

write . Ezr a , a p riest, was one of t hese men. This 

story tells of a time when he stood on a street 

corner and read f rom the Book of the Law from morning 

till night befort:J the men and t'lomen and t he children 

who could underst and . The story t ell s hor eage~ 

t hey were to hear. As Ezr u opened t he boolc before 

al l the people, t hey s tood in reverence. After they 

had praised God they bowed their heads and worshi ped. 

Then t he Levite s , whose r esponsibility 1t was to 

t ake ca r e of t he sanctuar y , expl a i ned t he l aw t1hich 
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was r ead , so that all the peopl e understood . 

Mat erial ~ Preparation : 

l. If you have ordered the material from t he American 

Di bl e Pociety and the books i n t he teacher ' s and 

pupils bl bliog r aphy , you 'tvill have ade qua te source 

mat erl a l fo r t hi o sess ion . You can only touch a 

litt l e on t he hig~lights of thi s gr eat ~ork, oo 

do not pl an to go into too much detail. 

2 . Go ove r your mat erial . Pl ace mar kers a t pages 

t..rhere you t-rant ch ildren t o read for their reports . 

3 . Pr epare to tell the story of 1:1111iam Tyndale , on 

page 13 1n Stor ies of the Book of Books by Gr ace 

\1. hcCa.vran. 

4 . Put on t he Book Tabl e , all mat erial f rom America n 

Bible Socie t y , includi ng pos tca r d pic t ure s , 

nlii s tory of t he English Bi ble. 11 

5 . Pin up t hose posters you have not used. 

6. Have ready for each pupil a handuork project of 

HThe Bi ble 1\mong Wa tions.n ( This should have been 

ordered f rom the American Bible Socie t y.) 

7. St er eoptioan Lectures : #SL- 3 11 Eve ry r.tan 1n His 

ONn Tongue11 ( 3~ x 4 color od gl a s s slides wi t h 

manuscript, loaned free ). 11 V .u. 11 Dept . , America n 

Bible Society , 45 Astor Pl ace , N. Y. 3 . (These 

must be ordered several weeks i n advance.) 
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Opening Ses sion : 

Early comer s can help a rrange Bi bl e exhi bit. By 

tlus time t her e should be quite a di spl ay of Bibles . 

Ot her children mi ght hel p a rranging othe r mat erials 

and t he wor ship center. 

Story ~ Directed Study : 

Show slides "Every l.fan in His Own Tongue 11 or other 

suitable set . Di seuse . Tell the story of William 

Tyndale , 11 The Cost of an English Bible, 11 on page 13 

1n Storien of t he Book of Books by Gr ace 1-lcGavran . 

Find Nehemi a h 8 :1- 8 a.nd read about s ome people 

who were very anxious to hear t he Scripture read . 

ASk t he boy s and girls if the people of today a re 

s o anxious t o read the Bible? \thy? 

Direct J uniors in finding material for t he follow-

ing reports . Let them l.rork in g roups . 

1 . The Bible f or the Blind. 

2. Diff iculties in Transl ation . 

3 . Getting the Bible to all the Uorld. 

4 . One g roup should pl an a worshi p service , s elect

ing Scripture , song , a nd pr ayer. (You may 

sugges t Psal m 86 :11-12 for t he Bible reading . ) 

Plan to give t he reports in the 1:rorship prog r am at 

t he end of the session . If they need more time to 

complete the reports , use part of t he activity period. 
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Learning ~ Hymn: 

Teach t he hymn , 11 Send Forth, 0 God , Thy Light and 

Trut h , '' on page 244 in the Covenant Hymnal . 

Aotivi ties : 

l. Finish reports otarted in Directed Study Period. 

2 . Pl an a prog rrun to be given for parent s a t the 

close of this unit . These reports that the 

children 11ave worked out can be given a t that 

time . l·femorized passages of Scripture , songs they 

have lea rned, and one of t he plays they have 

writt en can all be arranged into a very fine pro

gram. An exhibi t oan also be a part of t his pro

gram, in which all the Bibles \~ll be on displ ay 

plus all the mate rial from the American Bible 

Society, including posters , l eaflets , maps , etc . 

Appoint necessary committees to make detailed 

pl ans . 

3 . Give each one of the Juniors the map project based 

on 11 The Bible Among the Nations •11 Let them col or 

t he pictures accompanying John 3 :16 in each 

l a nguage , cut t hem out , and glue them to the 

s qua red sections a round the map . 

\lorohip: 

Gather a round th~ worship oenter. The leader of 

the committee that pl a nned the worship service will 



t nke oha.rge , announce the numbers , and lead the 

meeting . 
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THE BIBLE CHANGES LIVES 

Purpose : 

To help Juniors realize that t he reading of t be 

Bibl e does make a di f ference in the lives of people. 

Bible References : 

Psal ms 19 : 7-11 ; Psalm 100; Ma tthew 28 :18- 20 . 

Interpret a tion of Bible Passage : 

Psal m 19 :7-11 

In these ver ses we f i nd a very good desc ription of 

the Bibl e and its purpos e . First of all , it i s 

perfect , and it has power t o convert or to change 

lives . I t i s sure and right and ure . I t rejoices 

t he heart and brings happiness to t hose who accept it. 

The Psalmist also bri ngs out the t hought that 

t hrough the Scriptures , we a re warned , and he says 

for tho·ee who heed t he warnings and keep the command

ment s t here is great reward. 

Ma t erials and Preparation: 

1 . All sour ce mB.t e r ial s , books , pi ctures , and other 

l1t er a ture shoul d be accessibl e to t he children . 

2.. If you purchased t he books recomcended in t he 

bi bliogr aphies , sel ect several st ories t hat sho v 

how the Bible has changed the 11ves of 1nd1vi-
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dual s . Put mnrkers in these pl aces . 

3 . Scrapbook mat erinls : (pictures from old s. s. 
papers , American Bi bl e Society material s , cover 

.mo. t eri a l s ). 

Openirus s essi on : 

Let early comers begin reading stories you have 

mo.rked in t he books . Ask them to prepare to t ell 

these stories to the claaA . If t here a re not enough 

books for the chil dren , some ca n hel p arrange the 

room. 

Directed Study a nd tlorship : 

Tell t he J uniors tha t t he Dible has been gi ven to 

us f or a very definite purpose . Have them turn to 

Psal ms 19 : 7- ll a nd see what effect God ' s word has 

upon t hose who r ead it . 

Le t several chil d ren tell s tories they have read 

about how t he Bible changed t he lives of t hose ~'lho 

read 1 t . 
I 

After these stories , lead t he Juniors into t heir 

worshl.p . If t hey know t he hymn, 11 Fa1th of our 

Fa.t hers , 11 page 307 in t he 0ovenant Hymnal , s ing it 

together; othe rw1Ae choose anothe r suitabl e song with 

tlhich they a re f amiliar . As an expression of t hanks

giving t o God , r ead together or responsivel y Psalm 

100 . suggest t ha t ceveral children lead 1n prayer, 
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t hanking God for His Uord a n<l aski ng that He hel p us 

to r oad our B1bl ea t hat our lives ldll be more like 

Jesus . Close with p rayer. 

Learning _! Hymn: 

Choose one from the suggested list at the beginning 

of t hi s unit . Review those al~ady learned. 

Activ1 ties : 

1 . Committees on Program a nd Exhibits will have to 

make detailed pl ana . Decide on definite time for 

t he p rogram; an evening i mmedi ately f ollowing t he 

l a st session will be most suitable . Encourage 

each child. to i nvite both parents to come . You 

~ay even want to invite t he whole church. Also 

decide on t he pl ace and t he order of t he progr am. 

2 . Finish t he 11 Bi ble Among t he Nations Projeot . 11 

3 . If there is time , t he Juniors uill enjoy making a 

scrapbook of leaflets , pictures , etc . from t he 

.American Bible Society . You l'Till al so be abl e to 

glean some appropriate pictures from old s.s. 
papers . ( This should be done beforehn.nd .) Hel p 

t he children decide how t hey want to decorate t he 

cover s . They can work on these at home during the 

reek. 

4 . RE!UND THE JUNIORS TO RETURN THEI R 11 BIBLE- BANK11 

CARDS NEXT \lEEK. \'IE HOPE THEY HAVE EARNED ENOUGH 
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l·fONEY TO FILL I N THE \'IHOLE DOLLAR OF DI11ES. 



:JBS: ION Sl~VEU 

HY BI~ 

Pu:rpooe : 

To stimula te in Juniors a real des ire to read 

their own Bi bles . 

107 

To c r eate i n t hem a g rea ter love for its contents . 

Bible References : 

I I TimotlW 3: 16-17 ; I I Timotlcy 2 :15 ; 

Psalm 116 : 1- 2 ; Psal m 118: 5- 6 , 28-29 ; Psalm 119 : 9-16; 

Psal m 121; Psalm 139 :23- 24. 

I nter preta tion£! Bible Pasoages : 

II Timot hy 3:16- 17. 

Expl ain t o t he boys and girls t hat a l l SCripture 

i s not given f or the same purpose , but it all h a a 

very definite purpose for each one of us . Some of 

it i s given f or reoroof; that i s to reprimand or 

r ebuke . Some i s e lven f or cor r ec t ion . I f we read 

in order to f ind out whut God wants to say to us , 

sometimes we will be corrected in our act ions . If we 

have fa iled , we should ask God to forgive us and g ive 

us strengt h to overc ome our weakness . The Scripture 

i s also given for ins truction in right~ousness . 

Because the entire life of Jesus gives us t his 

instruction , the more \-Je read of him a nd s tudy hia 
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life and teachings , the more we will underst and what 

righteousness is. 

All Scripture i s given to us in order tha t we 

mi ght be perfect and t horoughly trained in what i t 

means to be a Christian. 

Ua t erials ~ Prepara tion: 

1. Have all material s nece ssary to finish all the 

p rojec t s which have been start ed. 

2 . Bring flowe red note paper for each child f or his 

Devotional Booklet . 

3 . Prepare to tell experiences of your own in which 

t he Bi bl e has been a great help. 

Opening session: 

As Juniors come , receive t heir "Bible Bank11 cards . 

Talk about what t heir dollars can furnish in t he way 

of Test aments and Bibles . Impress t hem with the f act 

t hat they a r e sharing in t he great work of t aking the 

Bible to all people and in t hi s way spreading the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ . When all have arrived , lead 

t hem in prayer and t hanksgiving , a nd ask God ' s bless

ing on each gi f t tha t it may be of real service to 

Him. 

Devotional Period a nd Horsh1p : 

Rat her t han having a formal study period , try to 

make t hi s a devotional experience for t he J uniors . 
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All should have t heir own Bi bl es . 

Deg1n by t elling the s tory of a lit t le f our-year

old boy in Vacation Bible School who was holding his 

teacher ' s Bi bl e and lovingl y f ingering ita pages . 

Aft er a l ong time of s ilence he finally l ooked up a t 

hi s t eacher a nd sai d , 11 I \'/i Sh I could read t he Bi ble . 

I t hink I could love 1 t much more . 11 

Thi s i s a l s o true of us . If lY'e r ead God 1 s Uord 

ever y day, we will love i t much more and will t ry 

much ha r der to live as it t ells us . 

Tell various personal experi ences you have h ad in 

reading t he Bi bl e . 

The Bible does not a l ways make ua f ee l happy . I I 

Timothy 3 :16-1'7 t ells us wha t it i s supposed to do. 

Sometimes i t makes us see tlhat i s urong '4-Ti t h our 

li vee . At such times 1·re can ask our loving Heavenl y 

Fat he r f or f orgiveness and hel p i n overcoming evil 

in our 11 ve s . If 11e t-ra.nt to be more like Jes us , \1Te 

must r ead our Bibles of t en to find out how J esus 

l ived . 

Turn to II Ti mothy 2 :15 a nd r ead what Paul writes 

to Ti mothy . 

Ask volunt ee r s to p r uy asking God to hel p us to 

unde r s t a nd His \lo rd and love i t more eve ry day . 



Activities: 

1. Finish all t he activities . Hake all necessary 

prspar ations for t he program and exl1ibit . 

Indivi duals and groups will i'lant to pr actice . 
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2 . If there i s time , let children go back over t he 

references they have been reading during t h is 

unit and select seven which they l'1ould like to 

read for their devotions a t home for one week. 

Have all the references listed on the blackboard. 

As they make t hei r selections , ha ve t hem copy 

them on flowered not e paper. Entitle 1 t MY 

DEVOTIONS FOR ONE \'lEEK. Impress them with the 

f act that God' s Word becomeH dearer to us the 

more we read 1 t. 
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