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IHTRODUCTIOR
ANTI-CATHOLICISK IN AMERICAN HISTOHY

Awerics was founded primerily by Protestants, the

Puritens in New Bnglend and the Anglicans in the South.
Granted, HMarylend was established as a refuge for Cathollies,
and the Paecific Cosst and the Jouthwest areas were colonized

by Spanlsh and French Catholics, bubl eventually in esch one of
these sectlons of the country Catholiclsm wss submerged by
Protestantlam. HMarylaend never was populated by any considerable
number of Catholics, and even though the Toleration Act of 1649
did grent them rellgious freedom, it was soon disrvegerded bLy
the Protestants, who passed punltive legislation against the
Cnuvch. During the Gold Hush thousands of Protestant Americans
migrated to Caliiornie, snd within a metter of years the
Catholie culture of the Spanish and Mexzlesn perlods was drage
tiocslly decreased In influence. fThe Bouthwest, perhaps to s
somewhat lesser extent, was likewlse tranaflormed by the coming
of the Protestant setilersa.

A deep rooted anti-Catholie blas was brought to Jamestown
in 16807 and vigllently nourlshed 1n all the thirteen colonles
from Massachumetts bto Georgla, There were, however, two notable
men whose btolerance shined brightly in thls dark age of intolere
ance. These two precursors of the now treditional American

tolervsnee of all religlons were hoger Willlams, the Rhode lsland



Sesker, and Willlaw Penn, tho Pennaylvanlis Quasker, Wilth the
exgeption of these wmen and their followers, most of the
colonistes were intolerant of sny religlon bubl thelr ocwn,
especially so of the Catholie Chureh. Their prafjudlcisl attl-
tude is beat expressed in e poem known by almost every Hew
Englander snd quoted in numerous pamphlets snd slwanacs.
Abhor that whore of Home
And all her blasphemies,
And drink not of her cursed cup.
Obey not her decrees.:

Gonsistent with this blas ageinst the Churoch of Home,
many colonlea forbade the saying of the Mass, mede the making
of converts a capivel offense, and lmposed heavy fines for
educating children in the Caetholic religion. In Meryland, eny
child who apostatized to Protestantism might take possession
of everybthing hia parents owned.® Bub not only Catholics were
persecuted; other minority religious groups, lneluding msny
Protestaent dlsgenters, suffered & sinllsr fate.

After the Revolutlonary War, the Cathollcs, who numbsred
less than 26,000, began to be acvepted by the Protestant wme jor-
ity. "The patriotic pert played by Catholies during the war,
the inf'luence of the French Alllance, the growing consciousness

of the extroms complexity of the American religious pattern” e

l?hagéorﬁ Maynard, The 3tory of American Catholliolsm
(New York: The Meomillan Company, L942)s Ds Ola

2Ipid.



all of these factors helped to dilute the traditional asntl-
Gatholle hias.s

Prom the close of the Hewvolutlonary War to the opening
of the Civlil Wer, the Gatholle Church was beset with the
knotty problem of nationallsm, which came from within and from
wl thout the Chuprch. The demand of esch national group, eape~
elelly the Jermans, for gsutonomous parishes with natlive priestis
seriougly undernined the cathollc nature of the Church. In
attempting to overcome thls divisive force In the Church, meny
of the bishops vigorously opposed the disslipation of the fold
into separate nationsl churches. Purther, the emergence of
recaleitrant groups of lsy brustees, who attempted to "run"
the Individusl parishes, was even mopve completely suppreassed by
the hierarchy. HNany Protestants, favorsble in both Uredition
and doetrine to the congregmtional form of chureh government,
found in the "undemoeratic! stitltude of the bishops another
evidence of the basic opposition of the Catholic Church to
Amerlean iﬂatitutiana.%

dnother gource of frictlion and diatruat between the
Chureh and the Protestants wes the [lood«like lmmigration of

Buropean Cstholles to the Unlted States during the 1860's., As

SJohn ¢, kllis, American Catholicism (Chlicago: Universibty
of Chicago Press, 1958), pps 21,37

41bid., pp. 44, 45, 46.



@ result uf the fear of hoth the lorelgner and the Caltholle
Chureh, the Enow-fothing Party, & militently enti-~Caiholie and
an ultra-nationelietlo organizatlion, wes crested. Ii{ wes
founded in New York in 1649 sg the "Urder of the Ster Spangled
Banrey. Pearful of the growing strength of the Homen Catholic
Chureh as reflecied iu & ghﬁﬁaﬁaﬁal lnorease in wmemberchlp and
in the rapld construetlon of churches, convents, and purochlal
schools, the members of this pariy lsunched s violent antle-
Catholle campalpn, which was agpravabed by the actiong of a
tactless papal nunclo and the radlealism of the Immiprant press.
Hysterla overcewe many Awmericans, and some even fesved an
Lyminent Catholic take~over of the vapublia.ﬁ

The Know-licthing movement came to sn end when the Glvil
War ssnk all lesser problewms under the surface of soelety, bub
in 1887 & new wave of relipglous intolerance Inundaited sections
of the country. In that year, the imerican Protective Assocla«
tlon wes formed at Clinton, Xows, having as 1is purposgs to
control bthe growing influence of the Catholle Chureh and the

7

iemigrante This veganization ran 1ts course, snd after the

Firat Vorld war, snti-Catholle sentiwent decressed in splte of

Brred W. Wellborn, The Growth of Awerlean Natlonality
(tiow York: The Macmlllan Compeny, LeoL), ps 700.

S1pid.

"Michael Willlisms, The Shadow of the Pope (Wew Yors
whittlesey House, 1952), p. 95,




f:d

the sontinued exlsbtence of the Ku Klux Klan, en anti-Cathollo,
anti-dewlsh, and anti-fegro orgenization.

The growing patrictism of the Cathollc population, the
Chureh's vigorous support of ithe “loclsl Gospsl,” and the
asccompodatlon of Catholics to American democratlc Institublongee
@ll of these ['mctors helped o meke the Chureh of lome nmove
agoeplable Co the majorlty of Amwericsns. Honethsless, there
was sULll & conslderablie awount of latent antl-Cathollc fseeling
in the country, especially Iln the South. Therelore, when
Hifred B, Smith, & Catholle, became bthe Uemocratle presidentisl
candidate ln 1928, animosity towards the Uatholle Church, which
hitherto had been submerged, cawe Lo the surface during the
campalsn.

Sowe peopls, especlally Cethollics, woub so fsr as to
meiabaln that 1% wes rellglous pre judles that coat smith the
glection. The purpose of this esgsay will be snrdaﬁermina the
voraalty or falalty of this inbterpretation of the csuse of
dmith’s defeat in the elsction of 1888, in the hops that a
careful representalion of the pest will enable ug to undey-

stand the 1living present and to prediet the uncerdalin future.



CHAYPTER X
THE MARSHALL LETIES AND BMITHYS REPLY

Nineteen twenty-eight was sn election year snd who the
Democratic and Hepublican candidsbes for the presidency would
be wsa & toplec of lively and wldespresd conversation throughout
the ecouniry. Calvin Coolidge's cryptic stetement that he dld
not "ohoose to run In 1928" opened up the party nomination to
other anxious Republicans. Prominent among the G. O, P
aspirents was ex~Governor Frenk 0. Lowden of Illinois, who
despite his gdvanced age of sixty«elght, had a large followlng.
another posaible contender for the Hepubliscan nominetion was
Vice President Qharies €, Dawes. He had much executive abllity,
but constant feuding with the Senste had cost him needed Con-
gressional support for the nomination. Hob to be overlooked
by the Hepublican lesders as s posulble presldentisl candldate
was the liberel lsolationlsb, Senator Willlawm C. Borah of Idaho.
But the name on the lips of the rsnk and file Hepubliocans was
that of Herbert Hoover, s succesalul ongineer qualiiled to
manage the somplicated business of the national government.
Bealdes, Hoover had been the Sacretsry of Uommarce, a Wertime
Food Administretor, ex-Chief of Belplan and Russien Rellef, and

a gread humanitarisn.l

v ;Gscar Theodore Barolt, Jr., and Helson Menfrod Blake,
Singe 1B00 (Hew York: Macmilisn Company), p. 486,




Among the Vemoeratle hopefuls for the parity nomination
wore Governor Albert J, Ritchie of Marylend and Jenator Thomss
Jd. Welah of Montena, but certalnly the strongest and most
popular contender wes Alfred &, Smith. Although Swmith had
lost the nomination In 1984, in the same year he was reslected
to the governorship of Hew Yorlk, even though Coolidgse carried
the state. Then in 1886, the Happy Warrior, as Omith was
affectlionately called, was slected to an unprecedented fourth
term ag the chiel executive of the bmpire State.® "His PrO-
gresgive soelel and economic views and his strabtegle pollitieal
position made him & loglesl cendidate of the Demscracy in

1908 ,M9

35111 ALl Smith hed some severe politleal handicaps;
he was a devout lioman Catholle, an articulate foe of Prohibie
tion, and a produet of Teommany Hall,

Never in the history of predominantly Protestsnt America
had a Cathollo besn elected to the presidency, and many Protese-
tant Amsricuns, esgpeclally in the South, shuddored at the ides
of having & Bomsnist chiefl executive. As 1t becsme increasingly
evident that Swmith would be the Demoeratic presidentisl candle-

date, many Americens began assking disturbing guestions concernw

ing possible confilats between 3mlth's religlous bellsfs snd

B1bid., pe 427,

SHenry Steele Commager, Living ldess in Amerioca (N
5 b e # Loa mmmmaa hew
York: Havpar and gyctharsi 19817, Pe 520,



the proper discharge of the dutles of the presldency. In Herch
of 1927, 3mith receclved a letter from Ellery Bedgwlek, editor
of the Atlantic Monbthly, oonbaining s Iortheoming article whlch
ralsed doubts concerning the pgovernorts gquelificetions for the
office of the president in view of his Cathoilelsm.d The open
letter, which was Lo appear in the Aprll ilssue of the wagazine,
waz written by Charies €, Mesrshall, an experienced NHew Vork
lewyer and a lHigh Chureh Episcopslian, who fel% thet he himsslf

mizht becowe 8 Cathollic 1f he were less concerned aboul the

Fed
o o
temporal power of the Churche.

In the Iintroductory paragraphs of the open letter to
the "Honorable Alfved E. Smith,” Mr. Mershall expresaed pride
in seeing Smith's rise from "s humble stete” to bocowme the
Denoevretle presldential cﬂn&iéﬁtﬁﬁﬁ Purther, the New York
lawyey expresgsed his genulne reapsct for the governorts ilberal
politleal record of honesty snd faly play, for Sumlth's morsllty,
and for his £11lal devotion to his reilslon. ¥With these formal

albelt sincere smenitles out of the way, the attorney began his

4mily Smith Warner, The Happ: Warrior (New York: Doublie-
day and Compeny, Ino., 1966}, p. L8L,

Sy orman Hapgood and Henry Moakowits, Up From the Cit

L ek el

Stresbs (New York: Harcourt, Brace, and Comp&ly, LO27)p; Ds olbe

®Charles C. Mavrshall, "Ugen Letber to the Honorabls
AlTred K. Swmith," Atlantic Monthly, CXXXIX (iprll, 1827),
Pre H540«48. 2411 further guotstions and factual material to
footnote number seven-«Hspgood and Moshowlis, op. gll., p. 315
-~=gome rowm Marshall's open la tter. '




W0

vigorous questloning concerning the effect of Swith's relipious
beliels upon his gualifications as a candldate lor the highest
offfice in the United Stotes government, having as the oshject
of this interrogation, bo olicii from the governur g clear
statoment of his views concerning posslible conflicis bstwesn
the V. 3. Congtitublon and Lhe Onithollis Church. Lo the oplnion
of Mr. Mershall, thls was nob an unreasonsble reguesi, fov
becauss of certaln unique claimg of the Church of dome whebhar,
o what exteat, eand how Roman Catholles shiould pariielpate in
pollties had always been psiplexing questiona for Cathollcs and
non~tatholics alike. Hven Popoe Lwo AILLYL admltted this by saylng
that "it may in some placees be brue thet for most urgent and
Just reasons, it is by no wmeans expodlent Lor Catholics to
engage In publlie alfairs or vo take an sotlive part In politlica.”
Gf great concern to Hr. Mershall wag the cleim of the
Catholic Church U0 be the Une True Church of Christ. Pope Lao

ALI1 in the Christlan Constitution of States (1885) msintained

that the Catholle Church wsas the oonly chureh $o whieh Gsd had

3

#ilven certsain rlghta. In the opinlon of Mr. ¥arshall thils
doctrine could only lead Ud the Inbtolerant positlon bake by

Pope Plus IX In the Syllabus of Errors (1864). In this ency-

¢lical, the Pope emphaileslly stated LIt was an srror to belleve
that other Chrlstlan churches should be tolerated. When
fathollica do tolerste other religlonsg 1t 1s by favor and not by

right. According to leo LIIX, the Church, in eflect, tolerates



10

5

othey Christian churehes In order Lo sbialn the higher goal
of pescelful human intercourse. ulte polnbedly, Mr. Marshell
asked Smith how he regearded these clalms in view of the cou-
abtituvlional provision which glves lrsedom o &ll velliglons as
& natural right and not az s favor.

Anobher teaching of the Churel which dlsturbed Harshall
was bthoe docbtrine thet "1t Le¢ not lewlful for the stote any wmore
than the individual either Lo disregsrd all religlous dutles
or to nold in egual favor different kindg of religion.’ In
Amerliea thore ls no state rellglon, and all churches are frea
and egual by conatitutional right. According o 3mlthts guege
tioner, almost everyone belleves lhat thils Is the best of all

posslble systems, bul Pope Leo XIIL in Lathollciiy in the

united States steted that "1t would be erroneous to draw the

conclusion that In america Lz 4o be sought thoe moust desirslle
status of the Church.” lurther, the Cutholle Church teaches
bhat 14 is aluo felse "to belleve that 1t would be unlversclly
lawlful or expedlient Tor the Church and the state to be, as In
Americu, dissevereod and divorced.,” And yeb, as Ir. Harshall
was eareful to polat ocubl, the United Ltstes Conabtiiuilon resds
Tlongress shall wmeke no law respecting an establishment of
veligion or prohibiting the free exercise theroof."

The Gatholle Church slso teacheg that, aslthough the
State snd the Churebh are asubtonomous and free wlthin their own

diastinetive spheres, when s confllct srlses between the tomporel



IR

and splritual powsys, the Church ls slweys supreme. ulte
ezplloltly yet ln somewhat different language, the (atholie

bonoyelopedia confivms this teaching by steting "that in csse

of divect conbradletion, meking 1t Lmpossible for both juris-
dletions to be exerclsed, the Jurisdietion of the Chureh

provalls and that of the State is excluded."” Pope Plus IX,

n

gtatling the Catholic position in & somewhat nogabive manner,

sald in The Syllabus of Lyrrors thet {0 88ye. o oin the osse of
PR Ao L

conflictlng lawe enmcited by the two powers, the clvil power pre-
vells, is in error.” To further complicate the problem, the
Church slone cleims the "soverelgn discretion” to Jdetermine who
has the Jurdsdiction In a case of conflict. This, according lto
Havshell, shows “that she /The Catholie Church/ mey in theory
and effect snnihilete the righvs of all who ave not Homsan
Catholics, sweepling into the Jurisdletion of a single rellpglous
soclaty the most luportent intereste of humen well=baing.” The
New York stitorney asked Smlth how he personelly roeparded these
clalms. Yould he ss « presldent work in favor of Ustholle
gohonls, Uatholic views on marrisge and dlvorce, and Catholic
objectives in Toreign relationa.

e Marshall expressed the belief that since Jathollie
sehools teach the doctrines of dogmutie intolerasnce and the
supremacy of the Chureh over the State, they were spreading
disloysliy to the countyy. Here, sccording to the attorney,

was an exgellont exawple o a poasible conflilet between ithe



temporal esnd splritusl powera. No doubt in this case, as well
as in sny other, the Church would claim complete Jurludletion
in deciding what was good Cathollclsm and what was disloyaltye.
Most certsinly tue state in ﬁ?ﬂﬁf-ﬁﬁ protect snd proserve
itself would likewlse c¢lalm final suthovrity in the malter.

The isplacopel lewyer asked the governor on which side he would
stand 1f he were elected Lo Lhe presidency.

The iew York abtiorney wenit on to say that th?éagh the
annullling power, the Cathollc Church had in the paat destroyed
the wond of clvil conbtract. in order to prove his asserbtion,
he eited the famous Harlborough sdmulment as an excellent case
in point. The fects In this controversy are few. Two Protes=-
tants were marrled by the Eplscopsl Chureh In New York Cliy,
and this union was solemnised wilthin and authorlized by the
Stete of New Yourk. The couple Look up residence in Englend and
had two ohilldren. After twenty-five years of marviage,; the
wife sued for divorvece on the grounds of gross misconduet on the
part of the huaband. The divorce wes granted, and leter both
parties contrected clvil marrisges. The wife's second hugband
was a Howan Uetholle) end, therelore, an snnulment of the
previous marrisge scemed desirable. The clvil governments of
the Unlted Stutes and Bngland relused to grent an annulment,
but the Pope, disrvegerding the Jjudieclal rulings of the two
countries, granted the woman the ennulment on the theory that

she had been under duress and fear st ths tlme of her marriage
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to her rirst husband. Avcopding Lo Havshall, Uhe decree grante
ing the snnulment wae bused on an ¢x parte hearling--only on
the testimony of the interssted witnesses snd not on the
evidence gathersd by the two governwmenis in quesilon. Belisve
ing that this actlon on the part of the Hdoman Catholle Church
utterly disrvegerded bthe sovereign prerogatives of the fmerlcen
and British governments, the Jew York sttorpey asked Swith 1If
"guch proceedings were consisitent with the pesce and safety of
sbates."”

Muring the twentles, the santlclerlcal government of
Mexlco had perascuted the Cathollic Chureh. Mr. Willism b
Guthrie, an eminent Catholic Jurist, st the request of the
Homen Catholle hierarehy of the Unlted Stetes,; prepaved &
steboment on the Mexlean problem, sdvocating an armed Iinvasion
of' our sSouthern neighbor in order to securs the rights of the
Churchs HFr. dorshall belleved that slithough meny Awmericans
doplored the manner in which the Mexlean government was treat-
ing the Churceh and lts prelstes, they would strongly object to
Intervening into the internal affaelrs of the Hexlcens, merely
to safeguard the prerogatives of the Homan Church. Jmith's
Intervopstor ssked him If he, &8 & Cetholle preslident, would
in this jnstance allow the Maxlcan people to apply HMexlcan
standaeds in purely Mexicen affalrs or follow the volce of the
Chureh as Lf 1t were "that of God, believing that those who

would not heed 1t would be thresiened with eternal perdition,”
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Puprther, the New York stitorney stated that Smith would
bs pevscnally powerless to overcome the Churechts [iym stand
on such maibters ag educsation, divorce, and the Mexican problenm,
How ecould 1t be pousslble for a Uatholle president to override
the decisions of the Pope, who claiwmed to "hold upon this
garth the place of Almighty CGod?"
deveallng hies Angllicsn aympathles, Smith's questioner
elted the historlesl condusct of the Homan Cathollc Church In
ingland as an example of 1ts treasonous seotivities against a
soverelign stabe. JHe recalled that the Pope "deposed" Queen
illzabeth, the legltimete wonarch, end then in 1386 under the
pontificate of Leo AIIL beatified John Felton, simply because
he nailed up the papal decree proclalming the queents usurption.
In 1880, the Inglish governwent generously restored the Homan
Gatholie hlerarchy under Cardinal Wiseman. In gratitude for
thls benefliclent setlon, the Homan Catholic Church humlliated
the people and government of Bnglend by declaring the Angllean
orders invalld. JSuch; sccording to Marshall, 1s the infamous
polley of the Churchl
Ine concluslion, Mershall expressed his bellel that
fiothing will be of greater satisleetion Lo thwe of
your fellow citizgens who hesitate In thelr endorgement of
your cundldacy because of the religlioua lssues involved than
such a disclaimer by you of the gonvictions here imputed or

such an exposition of the gquestions here presented, ss may
Justly turn publlc opinion in your Tavor.
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Mr. Marshallt's lebter revesled mueh learning and a
remarkable famillerlty with papel pronouncements, bubt 41 3Smith,
belrng & slmple and unassuming Catholle whose falth was that of
a onild rather then a theologlen, was honestly confused by the
artiélaa? Inltlally, he esdsmantly refussed Lo answer the open
letter, but ¥rs. Henry Wopkowltz, hls "Colonel House,” and
Judge Joseph M. Proskeuer, a Jewish Jurlst, persuaded him to
wrlte a refutstion, answering esch questlion posed by Mershell
with acholarly documenteilons Posseselng Little lknowledpe of
theology, 3mith tuwmed to an old friend and & distinguished
Amevrican, Father FPrenela P. Dulfy, for sssistanes In dralting
a 3ulteble r@ply.a Chooglng Pather Dully to help in the prepa-
ration of Smith's retort wag a sageclous deeclslion, for the priest
had attracted national famw ag the herole chaplain of the 16b65th
regluwent durlng ¥World ¥War I and as e oonssquence of his splendid
gruy record had been awarded the bDlsbtlngulshed Service Crose and
the hibbon of the Leglon of Honor. His patriotism would there=-
fore be bayond questlon.

& benbatlve copy of the ISwith reply wes glven Pabtriek
Gardinal Hayes, Archbisghop of Hew York, for final approvale
The prelate gave his hearty endorsement to the refulstion and

descrlbad 11 as belng "both good Cethollclsm and good

?ﬁapﬁﬁﬁﬁ and Moskowlte, op. giley pe 9106,

-,
£

S¢arner, op. glbs, pe 1B2.
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Amorilcanism.”® Conseguenily, in the Hay lssue of the Atluntle
wonthly, the Swmith reply asppearad.

Bllery Sedgwlek, edlior of the magszine, woved by the
sincerity and cogeucy of the governorls reflubtatlion, felt
oblliged to write an Inbtroductlon to Bmith's return latiter,
whieh deserves to be gquoted In Lts entiveiy.

Thiaz 13 an historle ineldent, bhistovic Lor Lhe country
and for the Chuveh. UHow Tor the {lrst time in the republlcls
history, under a constitution which forever forblds reli-
gious tests as qualiflcations for ol{ice, & candldste fonr
the Presidency has been subjected Lo publlc guestioning as
to how he can glve individual alleglance ito bls country
when hils church restricts the Cresdom of hils cholee; and
the vandidate has snswered--answered not deviously wilith
indirsetion, but streightforwardly, bravely, and with a
olear ving of eandor.

It 18 en lasue of Infinite possibllitles. Il the
principle of veliglous tolerance, universal and complete,
which every schoolboy has respested Cor one hundred and
£ifty yeawrs, mere platliitudinous vaporling? OCan men worshdpe
ping God in thelr different ways believe without reservae-
tion of consclence In a common poliblcel Ldeal? Is the
United Stetes of America based on s delusion? Cen the vost
gxperience of the Republic, Protestant, snd Gathollc,
churghed and unchurched, succeed?

Angd this is the converse of the guestion: Will the
churches sulfer thelyr membeps to be really free? Thou
shalt have no falae rods, thundered the Jewlsh Jehowvah
from 8inal, end evey since the gods of the shurches have
demanded that thelyr control be not eabridped nor diminished.
Bul as the creeds clash aboul us, we rewmember that not in
pollbtical progremmes only may religlon have 1483 place
separate and apart from poliitics, frow publlce discussion,
and  from laws of soolety. uite elsewhere 1t 1s writben,
"render therefore unbo Csesar the things that are Ceesar's;
and unto God the things that erve Godls.”

Qﬁ)}ﬂvg e 188.



ihe discussion has sorved 1ts purposs. Hob in this
campalgn will whlapering snd lnnuendoes, shyug: ing end
hunching, usurp the place of resson and sryument. The
thoughts vising slmost unbldden in the minds of the least
bigoted of us when we wateh s homen Cathollic asplire to
the Presidency of the United States have become nmatiers
of hirh, serious, snd eloguent debate.
Mr. Smith begen his retort by offering his gratltude
bo Mre MHarshell for defining the issues oy the cvuntry. He
wont on Lo explalno that he was personslly snxious to pregent
g digelalmer for the convictions lmpubed to more than twenby
million of his fellow Awmericsn Catholies. At first he had
thought Yo snswer with falth, bud later he deslided upon a
scholarly rvefutation of esch point. Admitiing that he hiwsself
would bhe unable to write such » roply because of his meager
knowledge of papel decrees and church history, Smith thanked
Father Dulffy fovx his Iinvaluable asssistence in writing the
?@ply.ll
Az the most obvious proof of the fslslity and wisrepre-
sentation of Marshall's stetements, the governor offsred his
personal pollticnl record as evidence, noting thet "1f there

L
4

were a confllet /Between the Cathollc Chureh and the governme b,/ .

1Qﬁil@ry Sedguick, Introdustion to "Catholic and Patriotic:
A Reply %o C. C. Marshall," Atlantle Monthly, GAXXIX (May, 1927},
e T21e 7

ilpipered ®, Smith, "Catholic and Patriotic: £ Heply to
Ce Go Marshall,” Atlantic Monthly, CXUXIX (¥May, 1987}, p. 721l.
All further quotetions and factuel material in this chepter
come from the aforementioned source.
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I, of all wen, could not have escaped 1it, becauss I have not
heen a silent man, bubt & batbler for socelsl snd political
refovim. 'Thege battles would in thelr very nature disclose the
conflict, if there were any." Further, Smith polinted out
that Roger Prooke Tenoy and HEdward Douglass Whilte, both of whow
were Chief Justlces of the Supreme Courd snd Catholics, sullered
no egparent coniilot Lebween the two loyalties and the two
duties., Hellber dld the thousands of fwsriesn Catholle soldiers
nesitate for a mowent iln meklng the supreme sacrlilices for thelr
gounteya

With regard %o the views expressed in the decrees of the
varlous popes, Smith quoted Curdlual Hewman to the effect that
thase papel pronouncements have "no dogmable foree." In wmaitevs
outside of dogma, Catholles may and do have leglilwate differw

snces of oplnion. The governor [rankly admitited thet ¥

g0 1Litcle
ware theas matlers é@hﬁ gquotations from the popes used by
Harshall/ the essence of my faith thai, I, s devout Cathollc
singe ehildhood never heard of them, unbtil your lebter.”

Concerning the vighis of non-lethollie churches, Smiih
A o 14

guoted fvrom br. John 4. Hysn's The Steste and the Chureh. In
thisg syetemsilie expositlon of Uutholic teashing with regard to
relations with the sitsle, the Professor of Moral Fhilosophy at
the Catholic University of lLaorica stated that “when sevoral

vglipglong have Tirmly esteblished themselves and taken roobt in

the seme btervitory, nothing else vemsins for the sitate than bo



exercigse bolerance towards them sll, or, ss condltionsz exlst
today, bLo make complete relligious libverdy for individusls and
relizious bodies a prineiple of government.” Julte clearly,
swlth declared thet he would tolersbte Protestant Churches not
as a Psvor bul becsuse they were glven that right in the
Gongtitubion.

Further, Smith expleined that dogmatle lutolerance wesng
gimoly that the Chureh recognizes no devistlon from coumpletbe
acceptance of dogme on the part of the individual Ortholle.

The Catholle should, nay, wust be tolerant Tor as the Catholle

Enevelopadlia statea "the intolerent men L9 avolded ss muoh as

posslbls by every highmladed parson. « » The pan who is
Lolersnt In every emergency is salone fevovable.”

Sinece the Church respects the rights of non-Catholie
churghes and slnces she ls bound In principle Lo a polley of
toleration, Avechbizhop Ireland could say thal the comnsilituilonal
provision prohibliing the establlshment o & state vellglion snd
yet lnsuring the fres exereise of religlon "was a great leap
forward on the part of the new nablon towsrds personal Liberty
and the congecration of the righus of consclence.”

The Gatholie Church, thereflors, does not desire the
union of chureh and state, for as frchblshop Dowling has stated,
“go meny conditlons for lts sccomplishment sre lacking in every
government of the world that the thesls wey be regulated to the

&

1imbo of defunct controversies,” and even though ope Piug IX
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declared that separatlion is nob slweys advisable, "he had
wore than once expressed his satlslfeetion with the arrange-
ment obbtaining in the United States.” HMurther, Archbishop
Ireland has written thabt "rellglous freedow is the basic life
of Aweriea, the cementi running through lts walls and babttle-
ments, the saleguard of lis pesce and prosperiity. Violate
religlious [reedom against Calhollcs, our gwords esre st onee
unsheatiied. Violate Lt ia favor of Cathollos, no less readlly
do they lemp from the scabbapd.”

smlbh also maintained thet thers cen be no fundamental
conllict hetwesn the chureh and astate. 4As Dr. dyan has stated,
"the Caetholle doctrine concedes, nay, meintalns that the stube
lg coordinete with the chureh end egually Independent, supreme
in its own sphere.’ Julte adulttedly, the Chureh does teach
that the state can nob interlere wlith purely spirltual watiers,
but such & deoctrine 1s nelther unususl nor revolutlonsry, nor
fg 1t particularly Cathollic, for as omith polgnantly polinted
out, Artleie AXXVII of the Artlcies of Hellglon of tihe Protese
bant wplscopel Church decleres thet "the Power of the Clvil
Mazlatrate extendeth to all mon, as well sa Clerpgy aa Lalty, in
all things btewporsl; bub hath no authorlity in things purely
gpivrliual”

svan thwough the Pope does demend of each Ustholio
gompiebe alleglance in metiers of tioe gplrlt, the Supreme

Pontllfl, accordlng to Bmith, csn never lasue orders in purely



glvil matters. Cardinal Glbbons has seild Lost L the Pope
¢1ld 80, "he would be offending not only against c¢ivil soclety,
but against God.” The consclence of a Catholle “would bind
him abasolutoly Lo dlzobey becausge with Cathollics consclence is
bhe suproeme Law. » o

Being Liraly commibiad o the Constiitulion, Mir. Smith
promised conblnusd support of the publie schools, nobting thad
wsder his sdminlatretion Hew Yorn Jtate selinlualned one of the
laryest and most excallent school systems in the astlon.
Ppoudly, the governor polnted oub bhald whereas In 1919, the
stbate of dew York gpent 9,000,000 for sducatlion, wider his
Long sdministratlon thls swmount wes abtesdily Incressed until

RIS

1927 expendlitures lor publle aschools reached an il Lime

in

high of L882,000,000., ot only did Spith asupportd the publis

schools; he alsy pralged and loved nis Oetholle sduoabion,

which had teught hinm Lc&a*mnﬁu and pood cltizenshilp. There

could be no wmore sloguent testlmony bto the teuth of this ghele-
o

mant bhan Smith's own 1ife.

rlbhorough

ording bo Smlin, bthe anoulwent of the
warriage h&@ e offact whatsogveyr asen the laws ol bhe United
States or ﬁngl&n&a Tie decree merely dollned the staius of
bie parlies lnvolved as communleants of the Church. sSuch
becleogliaatical metion is nesliher dengerous to soclaty aor

Ty e

hamiful tu b opr slpost all churches, lne

cluding the Protestant Eplscopel Chureh, refuse bo racognlse
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the eeclesiastleal validivy of divorces zranbted by clivil
tribunalss The desrecs of the government of any Chuvceh,
whetier [omsn Hoba or the Prlbunal of bhe Hpiscopal Church,
in no way alfleet whe stabug of Lis wenbers ne olilzens of &
pavtlicular counbry.

Vit regerd Yo the Yexloesn guesilon, Swith polnted out

3
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e Toundsbions of Ohodistlan clviiigatlion

sorted a poliocy of non-inbterventvion.

s}

rocognised the right of no chureh to ask

FEYLL n s P e N SR
fhe zovernor hilwsel!

Tor avmed Infervention by this eountry in the si'falps of
snobher, wmerely for Lhe dsfense of the »rightes of thavw Ghuceh.
Avcording o Swmibth, Merskhall resched the high pelnt of

absurdliy whoen he meilnbaloed thal the papal decree declarling

the Invalldlty of the Anglicsn orders woas en Insull asgelinst the

poople and government of Dngland. AV bthe request of (he

B

gilcan prlests themgelves, the Pope in an Apostolic Letber
repderad a declsion conterning the suthenticliby o the Anglicsn
prlesthoody thils proncuncemont, which merely declared that the
prlests of the Church of ¥ngleand Jdid not heve the sacevdotal
2i8ts possessed by the prieats of Lhe Homan Uatholle Churech,

was nelither directed spainst England nor the oltizens of the
Buwplres LU wag slaply an adverge reply te the reguest, nothlng

it

wore and notulng less.
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In conclusion, sllred B, Smibth, Demporatic candldate
Por bthe presidency, OGatholle and patriot, with profound
sincerity, disarming candor, and {irm conviectlon, summarlzed
nlis creed as an American Cethollice in the moving snd eloguent
wordy whlch follow:

I belisve in the worship of God accordling to the Talih
and practice of the Hommn Catholie Chuveh. I recognize
0o power in the Iinstitutions of wmy Church to Interfeve
with the operstilons of the Constltubion of the United
States or bthe enforcement of the law of the land. I
ballave In the absolute Trasdom of conscelence Lo all nen
and in the egualiby of all churches, all sects, and all
hollefs bafore the law ss a matter of righi and not as &
mabtiter of favor. I believe in the mbsolute separstion of
Chureh and Stete and in the strict enforecemsnt of the pro-
viglong of the Constitution that Congress shall make no
laws respecting an establishwent of religlion or prohibliing
vhe free exerclse thereof. I believe that no tribunal of
my church has any povar Lo make any dacree of any force in
the law of the land, other than to esteblisb the status of
Lta own communicents within thHe ehureh. I believe Iin the
suppoert of the publie schools as one of the cornerstones
of our Amerlecan liberty. I belleve in the principle of
non-interfervence by this country in the internai slfalrs
of other natlonsg and that we should stand gbteedfustly
sgeinst sny such interflerence by whosoever it may be urged.
&nd I belleve in the eommon brotherhond of man uwnder the
comnon fatherhood of God.

In this spirit I Join with my fellow Americans of all
sreods In a fervent prayer that never agaln in thig land
will any public sevrvant be challenged becsuse of the faith
in which he hes toled vo wallk humbly wlith Ond.



CHAPLER II
THE CONVENLIONS, THE PLATPOLMS, YHE CANMPATON

Goveornor Smith's roply, which was anxlously awalbted by
both the genersl publie and the leaders of the two wme jov
partisus, was "well recelived by the press and eliclited s good
many expressions of approval frowm representativesa of other

L ) o . ,
faitha.” One repouriter declared thal the governoris refulu-
tion

« » sshould fovever make it Ilmpoussible for the Torm of a
public man's religlous falth to become a politlcal lssue
in this country. It wse sbatesmenlike in its almplicity,
in 1ts Utransparent genuineness, in its {reedowm from every
vegtice of peracnal lmpetience or Llrritsbility, snd in the
dlpnlity snd direetness of its style. In every vesymel 1%
is worthy to stand ba%i@a other landwarks In the history
of Awerlean progress.

Desplilte the cantious sttitude teken by the Demserstic
leaders in asasesslng the positive lmpgot of Swmith's reply,
wany more party mowbsrs flocked Lo the Happy ¥arrior'ts Bunde-
wazon, whioh had begen pub under the shle veins of John J.
iaskob, & vice president of Genersl Hutorz, who was a devoted

hEA

friend and supporter of the Democrsitils candidate.” In view of

1. e , .
7illlam Meobonald, “Aspeects of the Presidentlal Cempaimn,

Current Hisbory, XiVI {June, 1987}, p. 466,

ﬁénanymauﬁ, "Harshall=Smith Correspondence,” Qutlook,
CELY {April 27, 1927), p. 528,

| Spyank Grahem, A1 Smith American (iew York: 0C. 7,
Putnam?s Sons, 1945), Ppe 10D=6e

3



B
&

the growing popular strength behind Smith's nominstlon, both
Demoorats and Republliceans alike ezpeocted him Lo capturs the
partyts nomination, bubt these same people were fullyawere that
the opposiilon to Swith ag e Vet and g Catholie sounld develop
at the Democratie Conventiosn inAﬁaustan and wreck the povore
nor's chances for nowinetion and approval, Just as 1t had in
1924 .

30 conceraed were Gastholleos wlth the possibiilty of &
defeat for Smith on religlous grounds, elther et the convenition
or at the polls, that gsome people began telking about the
formation of 8 Cathollc polltleal party. 3Sbanley Prost, a
Yaghingbon Journellst, predicoted that the ereatlion of such a
4

party would be sccompanied by direful consequences.”  The

aditor of Commonweal, 8 national Cathollo lay Journsl of

current thought, termed the ldea of forming a Catholie party
ag belng fantastle, polnting out thet 1t would be difficuls 1f
not lmposaible Lo orgenise Uathollee for sny other bthan relle
gious purposes end that the Vetlean looked with conslderable

. .o 5 .-
111 favor on American Cstholle politieal paritles. Willlam

Bennett Munro, Profeszor of Government &t Harvard, declared

éﬁtanlay Frost, "Will There Be A Catholic Parbty?,”
Forum, LAXIX (June, 1928), pp. S09-817.

Spichael Williamﬁ, "The Pope and the Cethollie Pacty,”
Forum, LXXIX (June, 1928}, ppe. 817-822.
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that a Ceriholic Party in the Unlted Stsntes was unlikely mn
practical grounds, for American politlics functlioned on state
lineg and Cetholics were ocertasinly not strong enough in
sgparate states to have & strong Influence on natlional iaauﬁsaﬁ
At the Demoeratlce Conventlon in Houston, opposition to
Jmith because of his Cathollcelem and his VWetness was gqulekly
stamped out, and on the fivat ballobt the governor of Hew York
recelved the party candiﬁaay,? "Governor Smith's cspbture of
the Usmooratlic nowlnation represented s rewmarksable achleveoment
in American politicm=-let no man mlastsle thetl Deflested four
yenrs earlier, he hes had g walkover in 1928 despite all the
prejudice agalngt him because of his vellglon, his 'wetness!
and his affilistions with Tammany Ha11,“8 In order Yo placate
the South, Joseph Teylor Roblnson, & "Protestent, Dry, end
anti-Hegro® Senator from Arkanses, was chosen g8 Imithls running
matagg Heanwhile, the Hepubllean Conventlon at Kansas CLty had
swerded Herbert Hoover the coveted nomlnation on the first

allot. Senator Charlies Curbia of Yangess wag ¢hosan 4o be the

6111 Lam Bermett Munro, "Pollticsl sSulelde for a Jatholle
Party,” Porum, LXXIX (June, 19238), pp. 822~25.

Tiarck and Bleke, ope Glbe, pe 427,

Y

&@sgald Gevrrison Villard, “dovernor Smith the Hominee,"
Hatlon, CAAVII (July 11, 1928), n. 30.

Qﬂawald Garrison Villard, "Swith end dohinson," Netion,
CXXVIL, (July 11, 1928), p. 27.
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Hepublliean vic-presidentlial @aqdiﬁat@sZG

The Democratie plabfovm wag nelther inspiring aeor
vigorous. Avelding sny menbtion of the League of Hatlons, 1t
prowiassd an honest elfort to enforcoe the Lighitcenth Awvendument,
advested a modevate bLarlif, snd condsmned Coolidge's farm |
polioy, without offering a ¢lear-cut solution. The lepublics
plaetform wae also s cautlous document, promising to continue

national prospsrlty, advocstlng the establishment of & farw
marketing system, and commltting the party to a "vigorous"
enforsement of the Eighteenth fmendment. The International
planks of the platfosm declaread for dissrmeament snd the oube
lawing of wer. Trus bto the lasoslationist leanlings o the
Go 0o Pey, menbershily in the Lesgue of Hatlons was app03a5611
hven thowgh the party platforms were dull and none
committal, the csndldates themstelves were {irm and outspoken
goneerning the issues at stake. These lgesuves, on which Smith
snd Hoover took thelr stends, were pergonal snd social, rether
then pollitical. Hoth candidates assumed conservative positions
with regard to the ferm problems and tarifls, and by 1928
agltation over United Stetes membership in the league of Nations

12 . o
had nearly died out. The vitel issues of the campelzn wers

G jorek and Blake, op. ¢lte, pe 426,
i De &iﬁf?,
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Albert Bushnell Hart, “Cross Currents in the Fleoblon,"
Current Hlstory, XXIX (Decewber, 1928}, p. 3609,
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the prosperity of the country, Smith's Cathollelism, Smitht's
Tapmmany Hall afrfiliations, and Prohibition.

Smith's campalgn for the presldensy got invs full geaw
on the fiftesnth of Seplember. On this day the Demoerstle
pregidentlial candidate departed frop Mew Tork on g speclal
eleven car train, which in iftesn days was Lo take hln through
a dozen stabtes, whore he wes Lo make seven mmjor addresses.

Un September mineteenth, Swiith geve an luwportant spooch at
Omaha, debraskas, before a receptive and applauding audlence of
10,000. After hls warm end friendly receptlon in this Hebrasks
clibyy, Smlth boarded hisg traln, bound for Oklahoma Cliy. On

the Journey to this douthern oity, Smith enocountered ominous
silugns of relicsious intolerance. Hs was confronted with "elre
sulars, hand-shoels, and plevards that sereamed the most
dastardly canards agalnat the integrity and morelilty of the
Catholle Chureh and its @dhsﬁants*“ls Hethodlst Bishops HMougon,
Houre, Cennon, and Ju Bose, Dogtor Hugh K. Walker of the Pres-

bybterian Mecazing, and Hrs. Mabel Walker Willebeandt, Asslastant

Attorney-toneral of the United Situtes, hmed all lnterjected the

: 14
reitlglous issue Inbte the cawpalan.

1'5"&511*3‘3@?, Ope Clley ppe 216,817,

1%, vert Pushneil Hart, "lellglon snd Prohibition in the
Pragidentlial Rleotlon,"” Curvent lilstory, XIX (Hovember, 1928),
e ;51%0
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Desply burt by the charges mede apalingt hin a3 8
Cathellc, Smlvh felt compelled to meke his views known with
regard o bhese sssaults at Oklehonmp Gitg.lﬁ In that clty's
eolosseum before the largest sudlence Swmith had ever addressed,
he beman his gpesch by saying,

i sheil discuss tonight and dencunce that wicked
attempbevobo Injoot bigotry, hatred, intoleranse, and
un=Amerlean sechtarian divlsion into 8 campalzn which
should be en Intelilgent debabte of the imporitanit ilasuss
which confront the Awerlican people. I shall speak openly
about which peopls have bgen whilspering in you.

E¥ser bezsing the people o "declde this electlon upon
the great and veal 1ssues of the csmpalsn and nothing else,”
Swmith described bthose individuals and organlsstione whieh were
spresding hatred of the Catholle Church as being

coobobally lgnovant of the hisbory and tradltions of this
eountry and lts instltutionas. They breathe into the henvis
and aouls..s.of willions...hatrod of thelr fellow couniry-
men becauge of their religious bellefs. Hothing could ba
80 Yorslgn to the teachinga of Thomes Jelferaon. Nothing
gould be go eontradictory to owr whole history. Nothing
could be so false Lo the beaschings of our Livine Lord
himselfl.

Gontinuing hils lmpassioned pleas for tolerance, Smith
declnred,

sesd do not wish any wember of my Faith in esay part of the
United Syutes bo vole for me on vellglous groundss 1 wand
bhem to vote for me only when in thelr hearis snd cone
gelonces they begowe convinced theb wy eleotion wlll prowote
the best interests of the country. By the same token, I
san not velrein from ssaylng thet any person who votes
agalngt me elimply beocauss of my rellglon la not, Lo my wey
of thinking, & good cltizen.

15’@8&%1”3‘3@2”, D Qi’to’ pe 218,



Lot me remind the Democrats of this counbry thal we
belong to the parby of Thomas Jefferson, whose proudest
boast was Lhat he was the suthor of the Vieginia Statube
for Religloua Freedom. Letme remind the eitlzens of
avery polliticsl falth thait the statule of religious
fragdow hes become a part of the sscred heritapge of our
land. The constitutional guaranty dhat therse should dbe
no relipglous tesd for publle office 1s not 8 mere form
of words. It represents the wmost vital perinelple that
was ever glven any peoplus

I atveck those who sesk bo underimine 16, nob only
begnuse I am s good Christian bub because I awm a good
Awmerlesn and a product of fmerleen Institutlong. Iverye
thinge I am and everything I hope to be, I owe to those
institutions .10

Herbert Hoover shared Spith's Indignstion that relliglon
had been wade an issue in the gampalyn. Detasbing the uss of
religlous hatred by Smlth's opponents, the Republican candldate
daclaved that "by blood and conviction I stand for religious
tolervance In Lotk zebt and gpirit. 1 have stated thal I nor

3 g

. R L
on bthe bagls of rellglon.

%%

the Jepubllean Party went suppori’”

The Democratle Arkensss Gezetbe, slthough admitting thet

Hoover himgelf had nob snd would unob use the wellglous lssue

in furtbhering the Hepubllican ceuse, Inslsted thet be and his
wanapers would have to lteke wmore energetle meesures in curiteile
ing the use of Gmithl's falth by Hepublicen cewmpslipgners than
w16

Mindulging In Tine talk sbout thelr love of toleranse.

18Granam, ppe elbe, pp. 199, 200, 2UL.

1?§mrt, "HRoliglon and Prohibition In the VPresidentisl
Blsction,” pe 314,

lﬁﬁnanymamg, "Ihe Hellpglous Xsave in the Open,” Llterary
Digast, ACIX (October 13, 1926), p. 9 :
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Anothaey pro-Limith newepaper, the Lynchburg Hews, belleved that

doover should “"bring ocut the dismlssal of parity agents regpon-

s ]

sible lor meking en lsaue of religlon; lebt hiwm get rid of them

or refrain from complalint when the leoss than cynieal recelve
nils noble protestents with shrugs end smiles,” Gther journals

1ike the isheville Liwez btook an opposite view snd praised

Hoover's sland on the religlous lssue ws belng souragesus and
intellectuslly hgmeﬁt.lg

Pew peopls accused Hoover of belnyg prejudiced, bub muny
agrood with the Brooklyn Hagle In 1ts assertion that the
Hepublican candlidate waa aflflleted with an exbtreaordliasry numbow
of asupporters who were using Smith's religlion bo insure his
defent and Hoover's vietory. he Culdwell ineldent, the
¥illebrandt affalir, snd the Street eplsode sre thrse Ingtances
which seem to indleate that the (. 0. Pe was not above fanning
the flreg of relipgious aﬁrife.ﬁa

lira. Wildle W, Caldwell, & Hepublican Netlonsl Comulttee«

woman from Virglnla, wrote a lebtter bto the Waeshingbon Post in

h oshe urged loyel Americans "$o save the United States from
belng Homsnized and rumw-ridden, and the call 1s to the women to
do 1t." Hoover ressnted and repudiated this sbtetement and

doclared that "sush an sttitude was entirely oppused to evevy

¥rpid., ppe 8, 9
20414,



principle of the depublicen Party,” bubt Senastor Glass of

Virginla told the Usshingbton Post, "I think Mrs. Caldwell was

indiscreet encugh to write exactly what every Republ lcan
gampalen whisperer is ssying, and what meny polltical proachers
who traffla In notorleby and walle merchandlise of relligion are
proclaiming from the plabtformn and the pnlyi@»ﬁgl

fira. Mabel Walker Willebrandt, Asslstant Attorney=-
General of the United Steates, slestrified an sssenbly of
minlsters and laywen at a Methodist Conference in Chlo by
urging them to pray snd work for the day when all of the
600,000 Methodlst vobtes In the stete were cast for the Dy
Hepublican candidete and not Tor the Webt Demoeratie sspirante.
Hany Uswoorats accused ner of using the Prohibltion lague as a
front for & more intenss antrgonism for Smith on reilpglous
grounds, but ¥rs. Willebrandt denled this and seld thai hev
speach had nothling Yo do with the Democrstlic csndldate's
religian;gg Smith didn't belleve the Agssistant Abtiorneye
General,; and In hig Oklahoma CLlby speech, he declared thab
Hepublieans high in the party counclls wepe encoursgling the use
of the religlous questlon, With regard to the Willebrandt

Incident, the Demooratle candldebe naked
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Yhat would be the offect upon bhese same poople LI a
prominent offleisl of the governmgent of the Stete ol dew
York under me suggesited Lo s gethering ol pasbors ol my
chureh ihat they do fopr me whait Mrs. Yillebrandt sugreste
be done Tou Hoover?...eo

sJaother instence in whileh bthe religious lssue wog used

58

Lo the adveniage of the 8. Ue Pe lnovolved Oliver O SPreel, &

Republican Hetlonal Commibtteswan from Alobame, whio clroulatbed
ndbill in the South which contalned the followlag antle

Smith and anti-Cothiolie sbtatbonsnta:

The Homan Catholle Chureh ﬁ“ﬂiiﬁiﬁﬁ&lly and bistorlcally

has alwaye stood and does now sbtend for cervitalin pollilesl,
¢ivlil, snd soclal principles.

Lwmong these purely politlcal princliples for which every
Bishop of lome {”@9@} has dociared bthat the Catholle Chuvcu
gtands for are:

The union of Chureh and Stete with bhe State subordinate

bo the Chureh; oppositlon to rellglous Libsriy; opposition

Lo Creedom of spesch) opposlilon o freedom of Lhoughit and
gsonsclence; opgositlon to freedowm of the press.

In a strusgle in Salth's bresst besbtwoen the Lemocratic
parby and the Hdowan Gathollc Church for the countroel of
Swlthts acﬁi'r“ the Demogratle party would find itsoelf
impotent.”

Street received a strong rebuke from depubllean Pariy
headguarters Lo Weshingbon snd wes advisged to keep Yo the

gsnnounced polley of the Hatlonel Commitiee in the future. SLLLL,

g

Bemocerstie newspspers Llke the Blrealnshom Hews wore

not sabtlefied

25

2 ¥ oy 3 i . X - § .
“%ﬁnﬁnymnas, lovernor Smithts Heligleon,” Literary Digest,
ACIX (Ootober 13, 10288), p. 9,

5 "aﬂ.‘“mg DOe ﬁibq, P 200,




that ﬁhié slapy on the hend setlon Jdid mueh Lo sqguash the
"glanders snd lles that no hepublican would clreuiste in the
Bastesbut are spread through the 3outh,” aund although repudi-
ated ab headguarters, "In the Socuth they sre acvepted at face
value and even flaunted and Jdefendsed by gsowe Hepubllean cam=
palgn managers.”gﬁ
Honebhelees, countless Republlicans, boih the leaders
snd mowbers of the vank and [ile, Jolued with Demvoraia,
independenta, and fndividuals of other political persuaslions

in echoling the sentiments of the Cleveland Plain Usaler when

it asserted that

. »sthie Damoeratio candldate s velng vietimized by a
prejudice which violates decency, nulliifies a ‘undamental
orinciple of popular governmeni, aad pubs Lo sheame the
solenn convichions ol amerlean stetesmen Irom Veshingbton

to oosevell.20
wyon though some (e 0. P campsligners dld use the relis

zicus issue o Hoover's asdvantege, 1t would be arroneous Lo

i

4 b

conclude that the Hepublican party was esngaped In any widew

B

gpread program to dlaeredit the Gatholle Chupch or &

(]

use
Gmith's relipglous bellefs ageinst him. Hoover's prolests
againgt reilglous Intolerance were alocere, and no doubt the

we joriby of ihe Hepublleans did notl wisgh to have the muppord

I " . o . 1 SR I
_ &“&nﬂmymaus, "Phe Heliglous Issue 1n the Opon,® Litersyy
Dlpest, ACIX (Getober 13, 1928), p. B

Fam



of those who were opposed Lo bthe Democravie car

of his Cathollelsm.
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CHAPIER LI
AL BMITH: CaATHOLIG, WET, AlD TARMANY

It 1s unfortunate but true that despibe IJmith's many
sincere snd lucld declalmers of the convigtlons lmputed o hiw
a8 & Cathollic, the most srilculate and bitierest opposition to
the governor's cendldecy cawe Prom those who attacked him fov
his Cathollcelsm. Although inteolerant Individusls could be
found in every part of the nation, bthe most lobransigent and
best orpanized of Swmith's adversaries were Lo be found in the
fundamentalist, non-drinking South. In many ways the Solid
Soubth held the key to Smith's eleotlon chances. UTould the
South remain In the Democrstic cemp, or would 1t vote sguinat
the periy's cendldate on religloug grounds and thus essure hisg
defeat? There were those who felt that "the Democrats of the
Southnn would be sensidble to thelr unigue opportunity and greast
regponsibllity. They would..,lay forever the Banguo's Ghogt
of dmerican polltlies." They would overcome the suesotre of
rolicious prejudice, and "when the standards were unfurled, the
vonocrata of the Soubh would be Found serving under the flag

1

of JeiTerson, the champlon of vellglous liberty.” Cthers like

Heverend James A Logsdon bellieved thet 1t wes sn "illusive

| Iygartin Gonboy, "ium, Homenism, and Hebelilon,” Forum,
LAZIE (June, 1928), p. 589,
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dream” to think that Smith would earry the South. He declered
that

.+ sthese rock-ribbed inglo-Saxon states fof the South/...
heve always stood for the hilghest ldeals of Americanlsm.

They never have and nsver will stulblfy thelr conaclience
by voting for sany wan who represenis a forelyn potentate.
Ihis blstoric end glorious old southland will never
gwallow the Fope of home. November &, 1928 will witness
a rebuke of the papacy that will be remembered through
the ages. Leep your aves on the Jouthl
Prominent among the orgsnizatlions wihlch attacked Smith
bacsuse of his relipgilon was the Xu Klux Rlasnj which, slthough
1t could only elalm 150,000 mewmbers, wes nevertheless Influe-
entinl in molding wass voles by propagande under the gulse of
militant pﬁtvictigm¢5 One Klen handbill entitled "How to Tell
A klansmen” melntalned thst he is " white man,""a Protesiant,”
and "a native born American.” FPurihey, a mewber of the Klan
Tupholde virtuous wowmenhood,” "opposes trash Lmmlgration, ©
Yopposes Polltical kowme," sud "siands for Awmerica and Amevicans.”
The propagenda sheet concluded by asking "Every American Should
Be Interested, Are Yous"®
Hiram ¥. bvans, lmperliel Wizard of the hlsn, ln an

article in Current History declared thet he and the organizétlon

“Gustavus Myers, History of Blgotry in ihe Unlted States
(Hew York: Random House, 1943), p. S22.

®1nta,

4

. From a Klan hendbill reproduced in Micheel Willisms,
The Shadow of the FPope (lew York: whittlesey House, 1032,
Da 275, '




he represented was "unalfected by the 'modernist' culi whlch

Gominates thought in centers of retarded ssslmlliation” and
therefore not sshawed to expose the treacherous politlesl
activities of the Homen Catholle Church. Meintelnling thet
Ltmwerican fresedowms had besn won ageianst bthe sras and lnguisie
tilon of the Homsnlsh Church, the lwperlel ¥Vizard 1isted these
fifteen refutatlons of Smith's decleinors.

Le The dlfference belween rellgion end polltlen. ¥
saith does not see Lt.

Zo ills wasumpitlon to speak for his Church. ALL evie
dence of suthority is locking.

4. Hls deplel of a conflict /Detwecn the Hteie and the
Church/ does not remove the confliiet.

4. Ills charge that He. Marshell garbled guoteilons.
Disproved by further evidence.

. Are these docbriunes hseld in America? . Szithig
denial disproved by further evidence.
&, Digtingtion beiween Amerlegns and other Cathnliics.

Ho evidance.

7+« The pabrictic services of Homen Catholies; truse and
admirable but withoub besring.

Be That this is 8 defunet controversys dark Twaln once
guthorized a stetemsnt that the report of his death
wag exugrarated.

Y. Hlg responsibilities {or the dogtrines of his Chursch.

In evasion in reply. He wse asked whether he
aceepted thow and does not even deny responsibility,

10, The Homasn Catholle asttltude toward tolerstlon. He,
Swith's deniel again disproved by further evidence.

11+ The supremacy of hls Church over the State. We
5%i1i awalt an anawer.
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8. Disloysl toschling and control i schoolsa.
nawered by svesion.

18. Hia Churvehta ju*?sdxctiaﬁ over all marrlages.
answersad by evaslon, backed by both ignorsnos and
wisinformation.

14, His Church's 21isht to send us o war amgslust
dexicos. A aehi%f&a%gfy giplanabtion for hlmsello

£

16, Heatiflcetlon ss & rewsrd Tor Lrengom. o avey
Ay eompared to luater cilscls ageinst Swmlith by mombers

A

04

Shie Elan, the views exuressged by Fvang In thily sviicle were
k4 & ¢

restralned, lndeed, for during the cewpalgn they stooped at

&

IS

almost nothing thet would tend Ho discrodit both the Usmoeraiio
candidate gnd ihe Cothollc Jhurch. Supporters of the Blan
helpod clroulste n forged osth attributed to the fnishin of

Golumbug. ‘This bopus pledge "could not, as 8 seeningly genulne

dogument, fall 4o present Csthollelem es o ghastly thiog.” The

&
pledge purported to represent the knlghts of Columbus members
ag unwilling to glve sllepglance Lo & Protestant or Liberal

ruler, vowing eternal oppositlon Lo Peotestsnis end lsszons, and
4 =] & ]

pladgling conbtinual warfeve, scerebly and openly, sgalnst all

hevetics, Protestants, and Fesong, vepardless ol sex, age, o0
9 & ] o A 2 5 8

condition, striviny Tor the exbtlcrpstlion of @il these onemies of

the Chureh by henging, burning, bollling, sbtrangling, snd burnling

ther: alive.é

P

Sptvam w, Zvans, "The Catholie Question ss Viewed by the
Fu Klux Kilan,” Current History, ¥XVI (June, 1827}, p. 565,

Gy,

fyors, ope clbe, pps SRG-327,



Lven though In 1913 upon the findings of & group of
thirty-three degree Hasons themselves, & Uongressloasl Com-
mitbes, which wes chalrmaned by e high ranking Hesoun, brended
the osath ss being lfeke and libellous, meny sntl-Swlth sgliantors
and souniry preschers vireulated coples of the "repellent
concoction,” and many people believed Lt to be authentic.
Aotuelly, the simple osth of the knights of Columbus wmerely
bound a1l of its memboers to support the Constitution of the
Unlted States, gnd lu sccordance, to perform consclentiously
all dutles es eltlzens in the Interast of thelr @0&3%??6¥

Those opposed Lo Swmith and the CGathbnlie Church continued
to distribute coples of the vath, and in order to give 1t

credonce they clted thne spurlous document {rom the Congressiongl

leeord, fgnoring the condepnatory report made. In order to turn
the minds of the electorabe against a Cethullic presidential
candidate, wmilllong of copies of the oath were olroulsted
throughout the coundry, sspecleliy in the South. kven a radio
statlion was utilized in broadeastlng the bogus pledge. Having
no other recourse, the inlghts of Columbus declded Lhat nothing
short of erimlnal prosecution eould sbop the distribubion of
these libellcous documsnbtg. Several people were arrested and
convioted of circulating the bogus oath, but the demages hed

8
slready been done.

T1bide, pp. 327-528.
B1vi4,



Besldes spreading fslze rumors snd fake pledges, the
Klan indulged In other forme of "eampalgning,” which sre
tredlitlonally asscoclated with this organizstion. AL VWahoumsa,
Alabams, Q00 hlanswen held a pavty st whlch they glesfully
henged AL Smith in effigy. During the "ceremony” one of the
leaders of the hlan bitterly dencunced not only Smith but the
Yope of ﬁamsag Heny tlmes during the presidential campsign,
Flery crasses wore burnt In front ol the houses snd buslinesses
of Swith supporters. One such Instence occurved in lew Jorsey
where mombers of the Rlan bullt s twelve fool eross, covered
it with olly rags, pleced Lt 1In u large gresse can, and then
burned 1t in the back of & statlionary store suned by Patrick
¥adden, an articulate bhooster of IZmith. «

The most vieclous attacks against the Democratlic candle

dete and hils Church could be found in wldely-circulsted paper-

bound books and pemphlets, which purported %o exposs the

Gathnlile Church. The Xew Mensceg, which bossted of heing the

leading sntl~Catholic paper in the United States, strongly
urged lts subseribers to read the paper bound volume entitied

Grimas of the Popes and Convent Horrors snd several psuphlots

{selling varloualy from Lwo Lo seven cents) with titles such

g8 Conguest of the United Dtlstes, Popery in the Publlic Schools,

Matiorm and Srogrum of ihe Homen Ustholic Politicsl Machine,

1Q§ewa ltem in the New York Times, September 16, 1828,
Pe 18,
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and Homen Uaths. The Paliouship Forum, whieh claimed "Hove

Yhan 4 ¥illion lesders,” included in its book depariment

Adien Home, ihe story of the fngulsition snd Houge of besth snd

date of Hells in asdverilsing this last book, the public was

urged to "help {ree 100,000 slaves from the aloresald House.”

frow 'The Hailapiitier, which extolled luself as veiny "the

creoatesh entiepapal monthly on the Awmwrican continent,” and
ag & force which the "Homan Cetholie Chuvch fears more than
sny other anbtiepapal Publishing House,” came Hdith CGorman's
Tilfty-asven year 0ld ook, Lunvent Life Unvelled, Life of &

Carmelite Nun or the Pepsl Blunder of the Ages, Ihe House of

e Good Shepherd, 4 Revelatlon of setusl Practices in Vogue

et . o . s : - y e D
Behind the Prison dalls of the Cntpolic dleve Pena, alo.

Cohsy snbtl-Cetholic books and pamphlets clreculsted by the

prejudiced were LThree Keys 19 Hell, iHum, Homenlsm, and Hebgle

. “ fo 1

dion, and Lraffic in huna.
Kot only wes there an abundance of books and leallets

astbacking Smlth and the Catholle Church, bubl many nowspapers,

egapsclally those published by the ku klux Klsn and fundamentallis®

1l

18 .
It}iﬁ&) Pe SL8.

AR

13101d., pe 316.

Myers, Ope Clte, ppe S1L5~516.

4 0hn 4. Hyan, "4 Catholle View of the ilection,®

Current History, AXIX (December, 1928}, p. 379.




e
L

%

Protestent Churches, were no less vitupsrative in bhelr
denunciation of the bDumocratie candidate and the "infamiss’

of nig Cburehe The Kourler Magazlne of Atlanta, n Xlan mouthe

plece, devobted the bulk of L1ts columns to lashing the Cetholle
Churchs Another source of mniti-Catholic sentlment was The

American Sbandard of Blromingheaw, another o Blux flan orgalie
. » 2 [$3

£ Horth Caroilne monthiy, The Yallow=Jaoket, apesiullzed in
)4 b4

Yaxhuming and addressing afresh the old scarve of o general
slaughter of Provestent heretlics once lome Jsaisned Lis

clutches upon America.” The Protestent, & monthly published

in Washington, D C., mainbelned that 1ts “patriotle misaion”
was to safepusrd Amevican freedom agsinat the devious ulans of
the Jesulte, the Enights of Columbus, and other Catholic
orgoulzations. In conjunction with the Awerican Protesisnt
rilisnce this perlodiosl, clalming to be wmilitunily patrlolle,
sgltated for an awendment to the Constltubtlon whieh would deny
gltizenghlp L0 snyone who acknowledged clleglance Lo the Pope.

farther, The Protesbunt proclalwed that it wes "a thinking ments
15

magasice’ becaunse Lt was found in sowe librarvies.
The attecks upon Smith and the Churceh in all the publle
sablong opposed o the Catholloism were on the sawe low level,

p

not stopping et the most obvious falssehoods. 1he Helisplitter

doclared thebt thils country was not ready for a president who
&

16, e g
Kyeva, Upe €ille, ppe O1l5=510, S
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would"get the vobe of the viee-btrust, the goublers, the rede
light and the dope rlug...the vole of the Jew~Jesull movie geng

who went pex-fllms and Sundey shows to coin millions through

L]

the corruptlion of youth.” TlHothing,” sccording to this

Journal, "but a heroie campalgn would keep him (Smith) right

. s s . w6
out of the vhite House and save Awerica.”

urdng the ecswpalon, meny accounts of the "infemies®
’s Eirv 8 fy

[
3

4

of ceonvent 1life weve cireuisted. One such braet entiivlied

Uonvent Horrors, oe Lbe Hole lo the wWall told the story of

ene Bavbura Ubelek, "who for twenby-one years wes locked in a
stone dungeon elght feet long and six feet wide In the besenmsnt

a3

of & convent bscause she refused Lo surrender her virtue Lo a
doman priest."  During her long confinement, the tract maine
tained thab she "never saw the face of » human beling, never saw
the daylight, snd never had weter bto wash with.” Her "clothes
otted off her back, and halyr grew oubt all over her body.”
recaleitrant "nun’ was fed on "mouldy bread and pobato peelings
and water once & day,” and when the suthorities were able to

"rggeus’ her from ber ospilvity, she welphed only forty pounds.

&3
arther, thils publiceblon edmonished fmerlean Protestants o

waks up and save Americans from the "honde of iowme end Porever

abollishy Lhe nunonery sysbem...” 17

Orhid., pe s8¢,

1?¢1 a tract entltled, "Convent loveor or The Hole in

the well," raprsducad in Williams, op. ¢lbe, pe 255,



Another tract, advertising a thirty cent vook entlitled

|55
ot
;’j"

Hunneries, plotuwred two nuns and a priest smothering to des
an Lllegitimate e¢hild spawned from the lumorality of the
convent. This pawpblet urged lts resders Lo buy thls "masbey-
plece,” which promnised to explain "how a nun wan murdeved in one
Honbtreal convent and how Madew Shepherd was seduced.” Furthor,
1% claimed Lo oi'fer suthentle reeords of culld births in &
convent, and 1t even offered to revesl "why nunnerles are
]

within bigh walls, barred windows and huge bolted doovs.” For

§

information conecerning this “"interesting” book, you were asked

to write o the Protestant Book House in Detrolt, Tolaeds , or
Los Awgales-lg

In an sdvertisemsnt of convend “exposures,” cireulsied
by thles sams priniting house, the name of Jezus was called upon
to ald in the emencipation of “the thougsnds of white slaves...
who are grosning and crying snd prayliag for deliversnce.”
Aecording bto the author of this tract, one ¥. L. Lastman, 1t
wag the "confessional box which feeds the nunnevies and the
orphanages and many prlsons and grevevards.t YDestroy these
two Llnatitutions,” he declared, "and lomanism is demd." He
concluded his plea for "the plalntlive, hesrltbroken...sulleving

women of ce«the carasl houses o death and hell” hy lmploring

the "MHerclful God to wake the gleepy Protestants to & sense of

18

+

From & tract reproduced in Willlems, op. clt.s pe 258, R



their regsponsiblliity %o helyp fres these precious, bdloasd bouzhi,
dacelved women."”

Humerous "

ox~prlesta” and thelr wives were caliad upon
by those opposed to Smlth's religion to reveal the "trubh”

about the Cstholic Church., In s lecture to be siven in

sng

Beltimore, Moryiand, Mrs. Jemes K. Boylend, whose husband bad

¥

been o Homan Catholle prlest for nine vesrs, was to abtienpt

to ¥educate” the fmerlcan public concernlng the Uatholle Chuwch.
Legording to the poster, Me. Povland, himself, wes "desirous

of cmﬁé@gimg to the women of Amerlce the messnge he glves o
men only."  Unfortunately, "ordinary ethles” would forbid hilm
to do so. CGonsequently, hls wife has undertaken to perforn
this task. Only women over sixteen were sllowed Lo attend

this "dignified” lecture. Admlssion for the talk was thirby-

+ 20
lyve cenbs per person.

Those opposed to Smith for his Cathollelsm eapevly

gought to convince the Ameriesn publie of the Lemocratlc
1
candidate’s subservisnce to lluvwe. O(ne hancblll, widely clrou-
$

lated bthrouwshout the Jouth and Biddle Yest, pletured an
obedient Smlth kneeling &t the feot of & smilins bishop. The
[+

caption read "and he aske the amerlean people to elect hin

. = 3 i . ) . w .
prosldent.” A BRu Klux Blen leafllet dlstribuited in dNew York

LP%pom o tract raproduced In Wililems, ope clbe., pe 278,

20prom poster reprodused In ¥illllams, 9p. oll., p. 568,

lopom @ hendbill reproduesd In Willlaems, op. 0iLe, pe 266,
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Civy declared "thel any who kneols before his fellow wmang

22

:

kigging hand or ving, will do the bidding of thet fellow mwan.

The Antl«Al Smlth Club of Waycross, Jeorgle, nailed up numsrous

3t

posters lnviting the public to e Lebor Deay Plenle, vhers s

nabionelly known speaker” would talk on "Teswmeny's Wet, Pope

»

Loving Candidute, 41 Smith.,” Those atbending would enjoy

o
1 6]

"froe lemonade, winersl wuter, snd ghower bathsa.

ihe Protestant, a vigovously antieCatholle publication,

declured In large black nesdlines "Swmith Hust Be Amnibileted.”
L6 walnteined that "ithe destiny of amerlca henped {(sla.) on the
subcome of the slectlon,” and urged its reeders o cest thelr
vote for Hoover and not for "the Wet, idomen Cothollc ereature

§ o 2 ;
of Tammeny Hell,” The Bulletin of the dons and bDaughtors

of Yashington called upon i1is subscrlbers to "absolutely bap

Allved L. Smith, the candidate of the Papal-crat Paviby from the
t;:s
1§ #av

7

Vhite House.
One cartoon used on snbl-Catholic hendbills pietured a
plack vrobed prlest asoout to pub a rosery over the head of Uncle

Sewe The caption read, "Heve, Sams just slip this over youp

l
2d5eom a pogter reproduced in Willlams, ppe Cliep, pe 208,

o ren

il N . . - o o mem
/ “4&?mm The Trotestant, Voluwe VIIL, Huwber b of July,
L9286, as reproduced in Willlams, op. clt., pe. 263,

3 £
“YRrom The Bull&tin, Volume &, Nuwmber 9 e? u@ptﬁmb@r,

1968, as ?@y?ﬁdubﬁd in Villleams, 9pe giley po
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nack and 'we! can rule the universe.” wib fnothur earioon usaed
in many lesflets an 1 Lreacts showed a Cetholle prisast altemple-

Ing bto enber a ear labelad "U. 5.,% wilceh was delven by Uncle
Same but the incarnute sywbol of amerlics rebuked the preluts,

saying, "Hot In the front seat, deddyesyour Unele Sasm can
517

handle the wheel "
Phe foog of Smith and the Catholle Qluwireh sven ¢lrgus

lated bogus Lineoln "prophecles.® One sueh spurlous document

2

suobted Lintoln ag soying,

prophet, 1 see s dark eloud on the horimon, that cloud
ig coming from Rome, It 1s [illed with lesrs of blood.
The true motlve power is secreted behind thafhi&k walls

I do not pretend to be g prophet, bub though not a

of the Vatican, the colleges and schools of the Jesulis,
the c%ﬁvgnt of bthe nuns, end the confezsional boxes of

Home .

4

gvan the aotion of the Pope wlth vegard to the Hegna
Carbta was used Lo represent Gethollica as baing opposed to

liberty. The Hew MNenace In lts largest type Dlurted oul this

handline:

3 g .g&“}, $ ?.i-.‘.\;a &
iY lWi‘ié:}‘ i ‘.AJ‘Lié.s k1l U »3 L{hl; E ki‘éi} 1‘;{}' 1“
] 3 . » BRITINE B

Wil THE PCPE RBUELIFLIEL
Ghuﬁ’ ““Cﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ QF LIBER
£ : I5OAND LR ONO
PEVS DECREw. CTHAY :;',é’l'{*i".i?'f'
' mfaﬁ.}i LosHIsg, POPR : AJGGLVED BLTISH
FROE ALLEGLANGE 1O “’HM Gl {AND B8T AT BAUGHD
ifi‘: ’.z:ma.?i. &Hi.&:ﬁf CHAER oF ‘,;{}2‘ fify: u,i:UL‘éCT FRou & Jylkr‘faﬂt

a6, : WA , oA
20ppom @ cavtoon reproducesd in Willlaws, op. £ite, po 287,

27

Lo 5 P . 2% 3 N s [
28ppom a bogue Lineoln "prophecy’ reproduced in Williams,

Die Gi%»g e 269,
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From & earvtoon veproduced in Willlems, ope. clte, p. 288
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Bvan move false then These one-sided asgseritlons cone
cerning the iapgna Csrta were the rumors starbted by s rampant
an@iuﬁmith whlspering cawpaslgn. It was rumored thet Church
authorities had bought a convent nesy Yashingion Lo house the
Pfope, who would wove Into his new guartors as goon as Smith

F4
1
EN

wag elected. Jome churches In the louth dlsplayed pletures o

E3 5

Smith dedicating the Holland Tunnel under ihe Hudson Hiver

batwoan Hew YVork and Vew Jersey. Many gullible church wmember

weye led bo believe that the tunnel wag not to lsad to Hew

<

Jersey, bub to the bassment of the Vatlean, Jjust 3,500 miles
away.ﬁg

It 1s unforibunate but true thet aven ¥elbhodist and
Baptist pulplts in the South were used Lo broadcast evil reports
concerning the Democretle candldats and his Church. In sowe
seeblons of the Soubth, preschers toid thelr congregations that
if Smith was elected the Pope would be housed in the vhite
House. The poople weve alsowayaed by thely minlsters thst in
the event of Smith's eleoitiun, the only legel merrlages would
have Lo bo porformed by prlests and that all Amerlenn schools

would be "Homenized." The widespresd use of the pulplt for

& . -
bgﬁyar&g Ope OlLe, po G4,

J0a1fred L. Smith, Up bo Now (New York: The Viking Press,
195‘:%5)3 e 415
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politienl purpuses beoswme sueh & notorious seandsl bhat iat@
In the campaign the Baltimore Conference of the ﬁ@&hadxat
plscopal Chureh passed & resolution ordering that the Church
was not Lo be used for politicel anﬁsn$1

Proginent individuals ss well as political and chureh
groups helped to fan the Tlames of religlous Intolorance.
Bighop James Cammon of the Hethodlst Church stated In publie
that Catholics tought that no Protestant could be saved, thab
the United Stobes povernment wes morally obliged to promote
and profess the Gatholle falth, that all non-Catholic marrlapges
weve gdulterous, snd that public sehools were s damuable

g
havesy.o8

The Heverend J. ¥. Haldemen of the First Peptist Chupreh,
Broadway at Sevenby-iinth Street, Hew York Clty, in one of his
garmons malntalined that the ambltlon of the homenisbs was o
make Amerioca Ustholic. #Hurther, he declared that the groat

issue Iin the campalyn wag not Prohibliion, bui whether a

y . _ . 5B
Gatholle or a Probestant would wnule the couniry.

whher Hew York CLlty minister who presched ageinast Smith
wag Heverend B. J. ¥llkinson of the Seventheday Advenilst Chupch.

In one of hls sermong, he declared that the Pope backed Lmith

S N
lmverag Ope Blbey ppe S2O=3E0.

S8pyan, "4 Catholle View of the Elestion,"” p. 379,

Buyers, ope gite, po 318, S
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for {inanclal rossons a8 well as For religilous ones,., “"The
suprems hoad of domaen Catholiocispm tells Yhat America lz the
Vatlicun's greabeat bensfector. Ho wonder he wanta AL Smith
ag President. The greatest revenue by Home today coues Lrom
Amerloa,” dooclared the cleric.o%

Perhaps the greatest use of the pulplt sz an organ for
spreading sntl-Smith and anti-Cutholic views was wade In ithe
Southe The Heverend Jobn Ham of the Beptlst Tebernecie in
Attlante often preached against the "Homanlzed and ligquorized”
Demoeratic presidentisl candidats and the "insldlous propagands
of the New York newspapers, which are under the Ianfluence of
the Homen Cetholle Churoh and the liquor int@peats.“ag

Dr. Bob Jones, a wldely~known Methodist evangellist in
the doubh, although & [fery prohliblitionist, repeatedly declarad,
"Itd rather see & galoon on every corngr then a Cithollec in the
White House," Iurther, he told his many revival sudlences thet
Catholiecs were idol worshippers who dldn't belleve in Ghristgae

Besldes giving impasslioned gsrmons sguinst Smith and his
Chureh, wmany Protestant minlsters coopersted wlith the Blan in
distributing enti-~Catholle literature. The heverend V. de

FPrancesco, pastor of the ¥ethodlist Church In Paterson, kew Jersey,

5%yews ltem in the bHew York Times, July 3, 1928, p. 3.

“Ogws ltem in the New York Times, July 10, 1928, p. 4.

36%}?31‘5, -_Qi.?ﬁo 4 to’ De 326, o
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was arvrested for dlstributing handbills wlithoul & license.
Thess cirveulars wbhlech the minister was haending oub snnounced
8 coming Klan weeting and coniained such exprossions ss "men and
women, keop the Homan mensce oub "7

Hot only minlsterz, bub Influential public iguves wece

oubspoken critics oi Swlth because of his latholloelsm. Pavhaps

T

the most notorlous snd fanaticsl governwment offlolel opposs
to the "domanlst" preslidential candldate wes Sengbor Mhomas J.
Hellin of alabanm, who personally carcled on a vigorous caupaign
"prainst the effori to domenizs the governwent ol Lhe United
States." In s speech st Lllwood Park, iew York, long & heade
gquarters of dlan activities in that part of bthe siate, iellin
aave an lmpessioned speech ggulnst the Cstholle Chuvch Lelore

a growd of 1,000, one hundred of whom weave guards sguiined to
proteat bthe life of Sthe 3yéakﬁr.gﬁ Wille the Zenator was

urgiag hils listeners to help preservve fwericun idesls sgainst
the fovce of Howman Cabhollelsm, Lthe Pollce "passed awong the
erowd, fesling lu en uanobiruslve manner the pockeis of the
bystanders, "hoplng 4o deteet those who mighdt be carvylag guns.”

Heflln was able to cowmplebte his speech by procialiming that "the

=
&

day is coming when every Protesitant In the Unlbted Stebtes willl

sz

dewas ltewm inm bhe HNaow York Times, Octobesr 4, 1988, p.2,

ey ) . s e, nrmes e
OBiaws Ltem in the New York Times, July 6, 1928, pe 28,



thank God there Ls s Xlan. It is the bulwark of the natlion
#ipld police precautlions were also taken when the
Senator spoke sgalnst the Catholie Chureh at sn lndependance
Day celebration hefore 25,000 Flanswmen at the corusr of Locust
fvenue and loclawsy Poulevard In Jameica, New York. Swmith had
alsy besen asked by Elan leader, Major Jwmet . Swmith, to
address this gethering, belng guaranteed "absolube saleiy...
ne heckling, no dlsorder, no dlstazbeful circumstances or
appearances” A7 he Ji1d so, bubt ho declined, exocusing hlmself
by maintalning thet he had two previous aammiﬁmaﬁts¢ég
In a lecture at Voodbridge, New Jersey, Henabtor Holflin
save & spgech on "The Dengers that Threaten fmerican Governe
aent.” Thisg two hour dlatribe against the dommn Cetholle Church
was given In an open amphithester In back of the Ku Klux hlan
Kastle, and the sponssrs cherged PLIfty cente admisalon and an
gxtra £1fty cenbs bo a dollar for & chaivr. Aflter the lecture
"Hoover for President” buttons and anti-Smith end antl<tatholic

literature wera éistvihuﬁeﬁ.él

Hery people 1ike bHonator Heflin opposed Zanlilhh for his
rallziong sbill others were axelnsit the Uemooratle candldetbe
{ ¥ &3

boecauss of elther hils Prohibition stend or his aflfilietions

ng%éid s

4Onows item in the New York Times, July 2, 1928, p. 2.

4lygws Ltew in the Hew York Times, July 25, 1988, pe 6.




with fewmenny Halle 211 of these lasuwes were so intimately
related bo one another that soon thousends and then possibly
millions of fAwericans assoclpted Cathollelism with Yetness sud
Temmeny Hall and Protestantisw wlth Dryness and honesty in
government . This mekes 1t exceedingly difficult bto detvermine
how much oppesitlon to the Demoeratlc esndidste and how much
support for the Hepublican esandlidste sud vice versa wers the
rogult of religious prejudice or sincere convicblon congerning
tho econtinuance or repesl of Prohiblition or theo lnedviesblllity
of electing 2z wan from the Hew York politiecal mechine.

With regerd to Prohiblitlon, Smith promised to enforce
the law, but he strongly vecommended the modifleation of the
Volatead sct and the Rlghteenbth Amendment, leaving llguor
control Iin the hands of the at&t&agég i% wes therefors not
surprlalng that for bthoss who sought the respesl of the Liguor
Uontrol fmendment, Smith was "the Hoses who might point the

R o)

way out of Prohibltion, On the other hand, Hoover gave

faint praise Lo the "noble experincnt,” declared that he was
sgainst the repesl of the nighteenth fmendment, and promlised Lo

. \ . ... 44
work out the ligquor problem constyuchively.

42 10rped Be Smith, "Albany Acceptance Huvech,” Congregs
sional Ulgest, VIL {Septewmber, 1928}, p. 237.

%5¥rn@3n Gordon, The Wr@ckinw of the livhtsenth Amendw
ment (Francestown, New Hempahive: The Alcohol Informabion Prass,
1943), pe 184,

4451 bart Hoover, "Stenford Acceptence Spesch,”

Gonpreg-
siongl Uigmest, VII (& agt@mbav, 1928), p. 284,
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Lt is reletively safe Lo say that in Lthe Louth opposls-
blon to Lumith as & Cethollo end as a Vel waa so closely inter-
twined that 1t wes, In effect, one and Inseparsable. For the
fundamentalist, non drinking Southerner, who 1iks the We o T
o belleved that Prohibition was "Cod's present 4o the nation.”
The juestion was slumplys "Shall Dry Awerlica, a ¢omuntry with
proflbitlion imbedded in Its Congtitubion elect a 'cockitall

45 X - . .
Py M Ag the governor of dHew York who fouzht agalnsb

easldenty
b ratiflecation of lhe nighlbeenbth Amendment, athamyt@ﬁ o
bleck the passage of the Mullen~Uage Stute Law bolorcement Gode,
and then alter the passage of this et sevlvely labored for its
repool, Smith wes sanabhema to Lho dry Bible-belt. Joubherners

ghuddered to think that Smith "uad teen & requentey of saloons

wille they existed...had pub his foou on the brass rell and

&
+3

‘Z

blown the foam off the glass
Yhe moat powerful orgenlisation opposed to Hmith for his
Vetnoss was the Anti~Saloon Leagus, "& confederation...lanatice
In ite way In bringling sbout lews prohibliing the makling and
gale of Liquor.“é? fio less Intensely sntegonistic Lo Jmith,

3

poth Tor his Gatholiclswm end hils stend on the Preohlbitlon issue,

_ “Olgrhert Aabuwy, the Great filuslon (Garden City, Hew
York: Doubleday and Company, 1050)p pe 148

4Ornmes Gannon, "Catholle, Tummeny, Wet," The Hatlon,
ARV LY (Juadf ‘ﬁ«i; N2 "‘”’}’ P Ve

A TS o
*?ﬁy&rs, Ope £lbay pe D17,
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wes Hethodist Blashop Jamea Cannon, probably the one man most
responsible for injecting the relligious lssuwe Inte the campalign.
As the loader of thirty-one dry groups at the vemocrsile
Convention In Houston, he had opposed Smith's candldaecy and
aglitated for and was Inatrupmental in getting e pro-Probivliion
plank in the party pletform. When, however, Smlth repudisted
this plank and edvosated modificatlon of both the Volstead Aet
snd the bBlghteenth Amendment, Cannon bolted the Demnorvatlc

Party in favor of the Iy hHepublicans, celling Smith's rejece

tion of the party line Yan asction of braszen politieal effrontery”

and "a shameless proposltion of poiitleal double~dealing.”
satabllshing headquarters in Llchmond, Virginia, the clerie
launched o campalpn ageingt Smith in fourteen Soubthern and
border ststes. UDuring the cumpalpgn Instigeted by Cannon, Smith
wag oven socused of drinking frowm four to elght cockislls a
5ay.§8

Jolning Blahop Cannon in hils zeslous campalgn apgsinst
the Wet Democrstle candidete were Blshop Fouson of Charlotte,
Blshop loore of Lallas, and Bishop Du Bose of Hashville, sll
of whom were hilgh ranking clerics In the Methodlst Chureh. The
four Lyy churchmen issued a jJolnt statement ealling upon all
the clergy and lalty of the Church %o oppose the “electlion to

the "residency of & men whose pevgonal and officlal reecord both

ég&sbuyy, Spa 8ib., ppe 3R4-326.
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; , : . ud®
brand hlm as the oulstanding enewy of nabtlonal prohibition.”

The popular Southern evangellst, Billy Sundsy, geove
numperous speeches in whlch he also condemned Smlth's Prohible
tion atand. At the Ucean Grove, lew Jeorsey auditorluam, he
nraaschad on “orooks, cork screwsrs, bootleguers, and whiskey
roliticlans,” and proclaimed that "they shall nobt pasgse-even
bo the Yhite ﬁguma.“r'

Ironically,these Protestant clergymen by vigovoualy
opposling the election of Lmith for hils Wetness were dolng
exactly what they had for years been sccusing bthe Gatholie

Church of dolng. According to the New York Yimes, "if...an

gqual numbesr of Catholic Bishops were Lo attempt to control
the Catholle volte of this country, no one would be louder or
fiercer in condemning them than these very same” Probtestant
miai&tera;ﬁl

Conaistent with the IJoubhern ldentification of aleohol
with Cetholiecism, Bishop Csnnon desoribed Snlth as belng ecclesie-
aatienlly ss well as pollitically and personelly Vet. After all,

hadn't Csgervebore Homano declared that the "sitempl to enforcs

prohibition In fmerlee has become 80 useless, not to say dengeve-

oug, that 1t would be better to abolish 1t, especielly sirnce

49ﬁﬁwa item Iin the New York Times, July 27, 18928, ps L.

£ i " . . .
S0y gws 1tew in the Hew York Tiwmes, Septembor 2, 1828, p. G.

b1y

gws item in the Hew York Times, July 29, 188, p. 6. .



wnbridled passion is olways mores rampant as s30on ws thore 1s
an atbempt to enforee complete abstlinence?! Hadn't the
Cardinal Arehblghops of New York and Boston publicly criticlaed
the "noble ﬂx@@rim@nt?“ﬁg Hadn't Capdinal O0'Connelil onee
stated thet "Catholle tredition” befriended "the lmmemorlal
boveragzes of the old world® Hany Protestants and non-drlnkers
beilaved that there wos "a woll orgosniszed Cutholic movement
toward modlficatlion of the Volsiead Low. The Cmiholle Church
works steadlly. Takes 1lts tiwe, knowe how Lo gebt results, end
is never in a hurxy;“gs

The ecampalgn apgeinst Swith sg e Geb wes no lesy viclous
than the opposition to him as a Cstholle., Une wldely circulated
four poge lesflet entitled, "Thirty ieasons Vhy ¥Protestents
Should Be Sure %o Vote for fleohol Swmith,” warened that a vote
Tor the Democrutic candidate would "eontribute a boy to L1l a
drunkerd!s grave; to furnish s deughbter to add to the Hed Light
Distriet by the gin-fizz moute ," 54

A carvomm featured in the Fellowshlp Forum wes entliled,

TUL11 Dry Protestants of the South ¥Yud Thelr Jorst ¥Foe in the
“hive House?” It pletured HSwith as a ruffisn driving a loaded

beayr btruck on which wes this placard: "Make ‘merica 100%

£y

24 e
Brannon, atholic, Yet, and Tomeeny," p. 8.
53 £y o ¥ vy

Gordon, Do clbe, ppe 148, 1B3.

S43vers , 9pe glts, pe 2L,
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Catholic end Lllltersite.” A prlest was depleted running afbter
the "booze wagon" yelling to ocmith: "He. President, allow nme
to suzgest thet I will reeeive your confession end advise youl®
ﬁéxt to this cerioon en asrilcle cautioned ite vesderg thet
"hordes of satellites of the papal mind” that sre steering the
Smith campalpn "were sproading s fslse rumor that even 1f slected
Smith ﬁaal% ba powerless to weaken the Liguor Prolibltion Awende
ment or nullify the netlonal prohibitlon law." ‘recovding to
The pPellowship Forum, "intimidaied and controlled newspapers
and dispensere of papal govse-grease to unwary Protestsnis are
playing up this deceptive propagends under the ddrection of the
Jesultleal steoring commitbes of the candidute of the noman
fatholic Chureh Parbye The plan is to lull to sleep as wany
Protestant and dry votes as pouslble between now and November
&th.”ss

The present writer does not wish nor is he capavle of
pagsing moral Judpgment on Trohibltions Ho doubt, the noble
gxpaviment did schisve some worthwiile =soclal goals In ourbing
aleoholizm and its ettendant evils, but nonetheless this essen-
tially Protestant veforw measure wes lookesd upon by meny 8% en
infringement of personal libveriy} and, unfortunately, the
“irhteanth fwendwment, elbhough noble in purpose, indirectly

promoted thousands of 1lliclt stills, encouwrapged organlized

858
S01u1d., pe 521.
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gangs of bootlegrors snd racketeers, snd stlmulated the

bloodiest crime wave In the netion's hilstory. Large seetions
of the population began seriously gquestionlng the velue of
Peohibltion, and throughout the csuntry mwany dlscernible signs
preflsured the repesl of an experiment which had bosen an

obvious fellure. Ignoring the widespread violations and the

kot

i

o)

peneral lppostence of the law’s mandete, weny non-drinlkor
the consevvetive South 8 well g8 in the Horth and Yest sssuwmed
the situastion to be ldesl. Tvestlng Prohibition sy o saered
and immibeble institublion, wany Southern fundementsnlists,
glmost in penle through fear of the unlikely paviners of Libsre
alism ond Cothollclsm as represented in 21 Jwlth, used "every
ruge thet mwellclous sceurrillby could devise to combine Swmithls
relivion.. .wlth the inevitable resitoration of the liguor
tyarile, B0
Throughout the csmpalgn, wneny people objected to Sulith's
Tammany Hsll associations as well sz Yo his views on the Liguoe
Control fmendment., Cartaln elements in the sell-styled
"gristooratic” Jouth belittled his humble besinnings in the
congested Last Jide of Hew York. Aoecording teo the Uonseral
Secrgtury of the fwerlican Protestant Alllance, &g comparad to
the "dlgnified, intelllgent” Republicen cendlidate, Smith was

the "brezen, blatant, and blaring...deviing of Tﬁmmanya“5?

%61114., p. 821,

)
*Tintg., p. 323,
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One Heverend Doctor John doach Straton of the Calvary
Baptlst Chureh in New York Clty declarsd thet "the wicked
ghall turn Into hell and all the natlons that forget God, and
1f vwio Tammenize the Unilted States by pubiting the greatest
Living Tammany tool into the Presidency we will deserve ouy
fate." 58

Many Klan cartoonsg which were clrcoulsted throughout the
sountry In 1928 attempted to show & connection betwsen Swmithls
?amm&ny Haell afilistions and his Catholiclism and Prohibition
stand. Ope such caritoon entitled "Halll Helll The Ceng's All
Herel" pletured & corpulent Sstholle priest embracing the
Tammany Tiger with one arm and a rod nosed drunk, repressniing
the "Wet Crowd,” wlth the other. All thres were gazing upon a
ploture of AL Swmitn, thelr candidate for the p?ﬁ&id@ﬂ@?;ﬁg

Ko doubt, meny conservative "Anglo-Saxon" Joutherners
ever Peariul of the rlsing influence and promlinense of the Iwish
and Southern Zuropean lmamigrents and the Costholie Church,
resented & presidentiel esndlidsete who came up from the ¢liy
streots via the Tsmmeny Hall route rether then from s high cluss,
60

egbablished Provestant femlly. 4111 many Amerlcans, slincerely

1

attravted to the "peerless lesder of the people,” iLook pride in

S8yews Ltem in the Now York Times, Deptember S, 1928, p. 3.

59 pom a Klan eartoon reproduced In Willlems, op. gibe, p.
160, ‘

Sgﬁyan, A Catholiec View of the Election," o. 378.



sharing in Swmith's remsriable ascendency from ohklivion to
natlonal prominence. 5o powsrful was Swmith's agpesl and so
persuasive were his ardent publiclsts that it seeuwed asm 1IF
Tammany Hall hed been refurblched snd purified by the Happy

s 61
Harrlior.

“lonaries £. Beard and Hary . Beard, The iilse of
Ameriosn Glvilisation (New York: The Mecmillan Company, LU27),
Pe 23,




CHAPTZR LV
THE HSACTION 10 THE RLIGIOCUS IBs5UE

Just as lwmportant as Lhe prejudiee provoked by Al
Sumith's candidaocy was the reactlion Lo 16, not only by Catholles,
bub Ly Protestent losders and by the general pubdblic as rellecied
in the secular press. 30 muich atbention has been zlven to the
wore undesirable and unplesasant aspecia of ihe antie-Catholle
propaganda broadesst durlng the pampalgn thet nany smericans
aye unaware of how this relipglous Intolersnces way received and
how 1t has sheped enduring attltudes. Uhls chepler addresses
Itselfl o the tashk of exploring this interesting aspect of the
rolliplous issue Ln the election of 1928,

Many “rotestunt clevgymen publicly sondemned the uges of
the pulpld fopr pollticel ends. Warren 4. Candler, Jenlow
Bishop of the Hethodlat Chureh in ihe Scuth,,aémuﬁiah@ﬁ his
fellow ministers to "presoh Christ and Him Crucifled. o not

wl

preach polltion. In an open letler which appeared in a

Baptist megezine, The Christlan Index, Jocitor John L. dsll

cautloned preschers to yemember that the pulpll wus nobt thelrsy

"It 1s the Lordls, snd Hdies pulplt Ll not a poililoal stump from

3
which to mske politicel upesches."” DBesldes presching sgalnst

Ligws ltem 1ln the lew York Tises, July 17, 1925, p. 3.

Ziows ltem in the hew York Times, July 46, 1928, p. 4.
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uging the Chureh as a politlcel rostrum, muny minlsters refused
to collaborete wlth obviocusly polltleal orzanizestions. The

Heverend f. Jo Gearbard of the Pirst Hethosdlst Church of

e

Chariestown,; West Vierginias refused to allow the ¥.C.0.U. Lo
meet n hle chureh, Justlifying his action by saving "it ia nob

so ilmportent to koow who is the President as vo know who is

. - , 3
Christ Crucified.”

voctor Hileholss MHurray Butler, Presldent of Columbla
Univerasity told Michael “illilswms, & prominent Cathollec wrlter,
thul he wes sorrowfully surprised to find how widespread wes
anti-Catholle sentivent in circles quite far removed from the
Kua Klux Klan. Sald Doctor Butler:

I take occaslion to record the fact that no one who loves
his counbtry and who hes any comprehenslion of the intelleg-
tual snd spiritual foundations on which 1% rests can be
otherwlge than desply moved and profoundly shocked by the
wideapread exhibitionsg of ignorance, Iintoleranse snd relie-
glous bigotry menifested on every slde.

To what & pass hes the nation come when mililons of
thoge who have pessed through the eommon schools, and meny
of them also through lanstltublons of higher educatlon, are
stbill wllling weapons of & rellglous hate and & malice
that are as lmmoral a8 they sre un-Christisn and antie
Amerisanl  Hoes sll this mean that sowewhere in the not
distent future another (ibhon is preparing e world-shaking
work on the decline and fall of Chelstlenlty?

What & travesty 1t 1la on our muche-vaunbed progress that
in this year of greve, nineteen hundred snd twenty-elght,
we should see repesting on a glgantic seole the worst
practioss of the Spenlsh Inguisition, of the Puritan perse-
gutliona and of the witeh hunters, all of which we hed

SNews item in the New York Times, July 25, 1056, p. 2.
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fondly suppossd Lo belong to an almost forgotten poatd

The foundations of America zre under astiack. A vast
army of streight-~thinking, {ine feecling, broasd-~minded,
lLiberal wmen and women should gpring to Shelr defense In a
way that will meke thelr c¢omplete and permenent defense
both quiek and secure. Thls i3 no time for cowardice, 4
time~servers, legslistic word-gplitteras or "vall, How'g,"

Diner non-Gabtholic chuvchmen and laywmen, agreelng wlih
Blshop Camnon theat 3mith's religlon was a legitinate issue,

Joined with lhe Pellowshly Forum in describving those who con-

damned the use of Smith's Cathollicism In assuring hls defent
end Hoover's victory as being "the pln-hesded white~llvered
crowd; the Jeslous or foolish...the posing popularity secking
who will betray thelr csuse Lor g lew pats on the back frow &
crowd thabt iz lookling for the chense to knlfe thewm. "
Dlsagresing with those who wmede vellglon sn lssue in the
electionesrling, meny Awmeclican newspspers, probably the majority,
gupported dmith's ples for tolerance and condemned thosze who

attacked him Lor hie Cathoiielsm. “he Loulaville Courlar«dournal,

the Memphls Uomwerglal-Appeal, the Hashville Tennessan, the

Atlants Congtitutlon, the Coluwmble ifecord, the Montgomery Adveye

tiser, end the {lapi Hews--all of these Southern newspapers
praised the eourage snd candor of the governor's Oklehoms Clty

gpeavh, in which he deplored the use of religlion in the compalgn,

%1118, gpe Glbe, ppe 2P0-201.
5%yer$, gp. elt., p, 323.



rebuked thoge Hepublican lsaders who were not above uaing
rglizious Intolerance to the advantags of Hoover and the
party's cause, sppealed %o Demoorats Lo be trus to the prine
| clples of Thomas Jeffarson, snd condemned those who wers
sowing the seeds o religlous atrifﬁ.g
"It 1 religion that is ubt the botitom of ihe whole

movement against Smith,” declared the Horfolk Virglnia-Pllot,

and the Hartlord Uoursnt, & depublican newspasper, found it

hard to believe that the propagunda used agalnst the Democratle
candldate and his Church “should convince or fool srybody when
accass Lo the btruth i1s so easlly svallable..., but the lact
remolng that thousands have been polsoned by 1x.M7

Other Journals llke the New York bvening Post, although

disapproving of the use of Umith's Cathollelsm In the campalin,
felt that the governor had made too much of the rellpglous issue
in his Cklahoma Oliy speech, for "by assuming the good falth of
the majority of his fellow eltlizena snd lgnoring the winority
of higots, he would have pone through without making bigotry

is malin, ewotional lssue.” Ancther elltorlal in the sawe news-
paper sbated thet the povernor's anti-intolerandes speech brought
"the Smith carpalgn squsrely beok of the half-bosstful, half-cry

baby stage.” The Ransas Clbty Star and the Indlenampolis Ltar

&ﬁnonymous, “The heliglous Issue in the (pen," Literary
Digest, <CIX (Ootober 13, 1988), pp. 7y 8, D

Tibide, p. 8.
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supported this opinion by sgreeing that the Pemocrstie candle

A . . 8
date had pubt too much emphasis on "petty" intolerance.

cry of Tammany Hell is nothing wmore or less than o ved hewring
that 1s pulled aeross bthe trall In order to throw us off the
geent. I know what's behind 1%, it's nothing more or lesas than
my religlon.” lYome nowspapers objlected Lo the governorls
atatement that his Temmany Hell effiliations were belny used

as & screen for rellglous prejudice. Uhe Indlisnepolls Sows

bluntly comwented thet Lt was havrdly tensble %o belileve ithatb
Tapmany was & front for rellulocus intolersnce. Haintalinlog
that 1t wesn't falr Lo cherge that & men who opposed Tammany
Hall was ¢ man who opposed Dmith because be was a Calthollo,

the Wew York Hersld agreed with the ¢hiladelphle Inoulrey

when 1t expressed the bellef thst Jmith talked rellpglon to
divert attention from Tammaﬂy.g

54111 other Journals relfused vo belleve that Prohibition
was slways used Lo eover up & deeper snbagonism for Smith as a
foman Cathollic. "Hhere sre thouasnds of sinesyrs drys who

sctually bellieve In Prohibltion,” declaved the Cmnden T"osht, and

"without considering Smith's religlon, they oppuse him hscuuse

%, . 1, .. 3 ./‘
they think of him es the enemy ol the dry csuse.” EaY

6xhidag Pa 8.
Qiﬁ;ﬁcy Pe &

107n1d,
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Consistent with the presg's interpretatlion of its »ight

Lo Journalistio freedom, newspepers like the Portlsnd Uregonian,

slthough deploring rellglous hatred; stubbornly refused to putb
the velliglious lassue beyond the pale of discussion, declariog
that they could discuss

esomnytbing und avarythiﬁv about s candlidate for the Presli-

donoy, even the kind of hat ho wesrs snd the breadth of

s smlle, end they do it in splbe of everybhing that nay

be d@?a by Chalrman Vork and Chelymen Haskob to restraln

them., -4

The resctlion on the pert of Cathollies to the religlous
intolerence of the gampeign wes mixed., Whereas rauniting
Catholie prelates refrelined absolubely frowm entering into the
controversy surrounding Swmith's religlous bellefs, Catholie
publications, belng conaldevably mure srticulste, expressed
disdain Lop those who professed snti-ltgthollie views, attempted
to vindloste Tummany dall, belibttled ??ahibitimn, and defended
the teachings of the Church. &Still, all Catholies, whether
liberal or comservative, Loy or Webt, prelate or pauper, agreed
that the Chureh showld cowwence e vasi pubile relstions prograwn
in an atiempt Co counteraet the falsehoods being spreaed by those
who opposed Cathollceism.
Byven before SmithYs Chkleboms CLty speeah, Blehop Jawss

Bo Oriffin of Springfleld, Illinols, ifssued an officlal divecs

tive to all the priesteg in his diogese. Bslleving that the

ilrpga,



counbry was In the midet of e political campalpn whieh hed
abttraoted the atitentlon of the whole world, the Hldwestem
prelete felt compelled to declere thet "the Catholic Church,

true to her consigtent historiesl position throughout the
entlre history of our country, tekes no part in this esmpaign.”

Fupther Blshop Griffin stated:

Ve therefore expect, and should clroumstancs warvent,
we comusnd a&ll priosts of our diocese Lo leave Lo those
outside the Csthelle Church the un~holy, unjust, unwlas,
and un~fimmrlican task of dragelng rellgion inte partlsan
politlion.

e Issue this order nobt because any of our prieuts have
veen gulliy but merely as o protecilon vo vne and all during
a campalgn where bltterness ls being foatered Ly the Torces
of bigotrys and as & proof Lo the world that we mean what
wa say when we sasert today, as our predecessors sssorbed
In thelr day, that_ jhe Catholle Chureh 1z nolb interested in
pariisan palitics.l‘

The Catholle clergy's complate publie detachment from
the religlous issus ig slso lllusbisted by a letter written to

the Hew York Tribune by Father Patrlek F. Seanlan, editor of

The Tablet, a flomen Coatholic weskly published by the Dicvese of

Prookliyn. woting from Bishop O'Bellly of Fergo, Horith Dekota,
Soanlan polinted out that

You will find no Gatholice prelate, or snyone who hasz &
right Lo speak in the nesme of the Cstholic Chureh, densuncing
the candidate of one of bhe grest pariles and indovsing the
candldate of gnother. iUnder every Vresident the Chureh hwes
made splendld progress, and Iln her lebors o sxtend the

) qy:ﬂw E . =
3251104 0m8, Qe Clbes Do 284

18108d., pp. 264205, R
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kingdom of (od she never eneountered eny vopregsive lsplse-
ltatlon. She la bound up with no party politics, and no
volee that you are bound to regpecet will ever spesk o

you otherwlse than I am opeakling. Ny advice to you, then,
is thla: Cast your vote for ihe candldate who In your
opinion has thoe clesrest llght Lo do good, and whs haes the
courage to ollow that llight.

woubtless, the resbtrszint exerclsed by the Catholic
cleryy and hlorarehy in not lashing back st the atbacks made
upon Smith and the Church wmede a profound lmpression on meny

Americons. llery Sedgwicl, editor of the Atlentlic Monthly,

in & letter writlen to the New York dun sasked that he be allowed
-eoto bear publle and sdmlring testiwmony to the 4ligniby,
the forbesrance, and the good oltizenship of the Homan
Catholice clergy in Amerlca., I doubt indeed whether our
hilstory affords us an Insitsnce of & larpge snd cohealve
body of men, who, under the hitterest pyavccatiang have
botter kept thelyr selfeconbrol snud self-vespect,

Sedpwlek belleved that the Gatholle Chureh, although
quibte allien Lo moul Americans, had btaught the eowniry a lesson
in penners and morols, Truly, the Catholie Church in Awerilce
wes in every sonse ZAmeriesn, and the imerlcanism so often
prosched by Irelend snd Glbbons was belng put into practlice by
£1 Smlth, and vhersas he condemned "Protestant bigotyy® $o the
iimbo whers 1t belongs, bthe edltor deolared that "the conduet

of thwe Chureh, hish above reprosch la this bud crisls, will not

14&nanymauﬁ, "Govarnor Swith's Heligion,” Literary Digest,

A0IX (Oobober 20, 1988), p. 32,

lﬁgrom Kllery Sedgwick's Letter to the dew York Sun,
a8 repcoduced In Willlanmt, 2pe £iles ppe 286-87.
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be forgobtion.

3

Chviously, Sedgwiek's sentiments represented
the most favornble sporsissl of the Churchls conduet during
the campelgn; nonetheless, the Catholle clergy, In this
instanos, deserved the pralse plven it, even 1f the editor's
letier was fulsomg.

In an effort Lo meks the Awmericun publie helleve Lhut
the Catholic Church was not engsged In g conspirasy to put
Saith into the Whlte liouss as g prevegulalite to an eventuasl

Satholle coup dlebut, & vest publie information csmpslzn was

organized, perhaps spontenesusly, to aspreed the Church's side

of the relliglous issue. JFocordingly, Joha Je Haskob, Smith's
campaipn manager, released the following quotetlons of prominent
satholie lesdera 1o the secular pressd

Arehbishop Irelend: "o Prlest, bto Bishop or to Popa,
who should sitewmpt to rule in matters olvil and politieal,
to influence the olbtizen beyond the rvange of thelr own
erilt of Jurlasdiection that are the things of God, the
answar 1s wmade: '8ack to your sphere of right and duties,
back to things of God.'"

Gupdinal Gibbongt "In metbers concerning the elvil
walfare, or that of thls eoundry, every liomen Catholle
is as free as any other cltlzen to aclt as hils wisdom and
conaclencs dictobe,”

Cavrdinal Hewman: "Were I s soldler or sallor in her
Majesty's servies 1n e Just war, and should the Vope suddenly
bid Ontholles to retlre from her gscvice, L shouwld not obey
Hime"

Bimhop buglaud: Lot the Pope and Cavilnale and ell the
powers of tho Catholic world unlted make the leasst encroschment
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on that Constliution, we will protect it with ocur livesg.
Summons & goneral council. Let bthat counsil interfere in
2 mwode of our electing bud s turnkey In & prisone~-we deny
the rights we deny the usurption.®
Ageording to Haskoby
These statements cleavly show thet the cltlizens of
Amgrlca have nothing to fear In the way of CGatholle
reliszious domination in Amerlean clivil oY pnollitical
affaivs th?ﬂggn the election of s lomen Cabholle to the
pregldency.
Purthe rpore, Jmith's campalagn monager polnted oub that
Ltheve was not o single Inglence during the Demoorsiie candle
datels long sdministrstion as governoy of New York that he
fovored a Cathelie beesuse he wes a Csihiolic. Helther didthe
Catholie CGhurch interfere in any way wshetsocever In the governe
ment of Lhe Stete of Hew York., Nor hes anyone charged Catholles
who bave oeoupled high Judieisl posltions up Lo the Chiel
Justicaeshilip of the Unlited Stetes Sugreme Court of belng unpatrle
otio or unnecsssarily favorsble o thelr cﬂwy@iigiﬁﬂiﬁta.l&
Tauldes sbtenpting o assure the Aperlcan people that
Swmith, 18 elected Lo the presidensy, would noi be under the
thunt of the Pope, the Cetholle Chureh endesvored Lo present
tts temehings to the publlie In as clear aa term as possibdle,
hopling that lueld and slnesrs explonabions would help to dispel

25

the lgnorence and resentment which was belng aroused in the

lvﬁnemymaua, “Governor Smith's Geliglon,” Litersry Dipest,
RCIX {Covober RO, 1988), p. 52

1Biniqa.




minds of wany people by the aocusailons made agalnst the

in sn issve

Monthly” of

7S

shurehie

of Yurrent History, thls excerpt {rom "ihe Pariash

the Churen of Qur Luady of ¥erey In the Bronx was

reprinted,
Gatholies do not belleve-
That the pope is God.
That the pope can do no wrong.
That the pope hes Lowporal plghbs in Awerica.
Thet the pope can clslw thelr polliilesl alleglisnce.
That the pope can nulllfy laws, osths, end contracts
at will.

They do

not belleve-

That
That
That
That
That
That

ihey do

the marriages of DProtestants are Invallid.

the children of Protestants are 1llegltimate.
married Protestants ave living ln sin,.

the contract with Protestants may be broken.
Protestants may be hated and persecubed.
Protestents will all be dawmned.

not bellevee

That public schools sre evil.

That they ought not be supported by taxes.

That education ought not to be frae and unlversal.
Thet Lt ought not be compulsory only when neccessary.

They do

not balisve-

That
That
That
That

They do

they can buy forglveness of sin.

they can purchase fraedom from purgaiory.
they can get indulgence Lo commit sin.
gin can be forglven wlthoub repentance.

not helleve~

That lmsges may be worahipped. 7
That any body or ithing may be worshipped or ndored.

"in the heavens above, o tiwe esrth below, or th
wateors bensath the earth" bust the one true God.t

19y2114am Frenklin Sends, "Cathollies Uphold /mericeniam,"”
Curvent History, *KVI (June, 1927}, p. 574.
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although the rnlghts of Columbug tuok no meblon sg a
kody during the campalgn, osther Cathollie grougs kept up
strenvous efTorts bto meet the general c¢herpes made ageinst the
Chureh by the delupge of artleles, pauphiets, and books which
abounded In attacka on Catholliclam. The Catholle Laynen's
Lesgue of Georgls distribubed sn abundence of informative
Litersture conecernlng the doeitrines snd practlices of the
Uatholle Church and wrote numervous letiers to Georgls newse
papers, anawering many charvges wmade against Catholles. Oup

Sundey Visltor, a populsr weekly published In Huntlogton, Indi-

sna, established an informatlon bureauw which published and
dlstribubed thousands of booklets In an atiempt %o counteract
the more blatant written sssasults beling directed against the
Chureh of iome. “he Paullst Press, the America Pregs, and the
GCatholie Truth Soclety, #ll of HNew York, slso partleclusted In
the Church's information e&mpaign¢2@

The Calvert Assoclates of Hew York printed and clroulated

g popular booklet entitled The Calvert Handbuok of Cabholic

Faotse, Incldental to the publication of this 11ttle book, a
comumittos of prominent Protesitants, Uxthollies, and Jews plaeced
full=page advertisoments in delly newgpapers throughout the
country In order to secure as wide & sale of the handbook as

possible. Some newspapers refused to mam the advertisement,

2% 111%ams, op. sile, ppe 267-268.
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malnteining vhat L6 was & 3ly effort on the pard of the Deno-
o

crabs Lo use the religioug lssue iun faver of smiah.*l

donethelegs, several hundred thousand coplisa ol the

sendbook of Gabholie Peebs were sold, and orators, publle

officisls, and newspapors wude extensive use of the Informs-
tion econtalned In the boosklet. Unfortunstely, the book was
hastily written; and 1%, therefore, contasined numerous errorse
Itts publlication was stopped, desplie the demandsg of peoples in
the SHouth for additional coples of the h%ﬁﬁh@ﬁkq%ﬁ

Some Cotholie publications like the Cetholle YWoeld 314

more bhan atltempt to spresd the “true" twschings of the Churehs
they lashed back ab ths erities of both Dmith ang the Catholle

Churehe The Catholle Vorld deseribed the intolesrant Toes of

the Demveretic esndidate snd his Church as being ¥ lmpervious
to reason” and cosmpletely ignorent of the real beaechinps of
Catholicism or the principles of ﬁ@moeraay.%é it agreed with

the New York Limes in labeling asnti-Catholiclsm sns & "alimy

and un-fimerdcan superstition which has thresteped to domlinate

publie lifaa”gé Yith regerd to the MHarshall letier, Bertrand

ftl*’ -
ibid.
3
21pid.
ggﬁnanywﬁas "Hditorial Comment,” The Catholle Vorld,

CXAVII (i\éspi}.g 19&55}’ Pe 104,

Phpeptrand L. Conway, "The VYope and the Constitution,” o
The Cstholie World, CASVII zJuna, 19 261, e 320, e
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Le Conwey, 8 nobed Cethollie writer, branded it as being "a
lawyer's trick to prejudice the Jury,” for although the Hew
York lawver showed hlmselfl to be kindly disposed towards Smith,
he then proceeded to denovunce the governor's prineiples wiith
L7 $4
vehomence, 8till cilalming %o be Iriendly and shjectlveegd
Besldes defendling the Churebh and condemuing her enemlies,
many Cethollics abtempted bto refurbish Tomwany Hall and bto
polnt sut the fallures of Peohibitlon. Charies Willls Thomonon
suggested that pevhaps Tammeny wasn't "the rvotienest den of
politicel infamy that ever existed on fmerican 9011796 Gihers
wont even further and maintalined thet
«evboday Tommany was as clean snd as decent ss any politieal
machine in any state. In 1ts worst days Tamsany could aot
hold & oandles to the corrupt machlnes of Pennaylvanla,
Pllinols, or Indlena, not to mentisn the machine in Weshing~
tom, that wea responsibvle for the Iniquitles of the HEPdiﬁQ
ragina. Yhe Temoany i$$ue in obvicusly unreascnable, and.s.
rooted In prejudice...®
with regerd to Probibition, Nonsignop John A. Hyan
declared that 1t was "emotlonmlism, fensilelaom, lack of balunced
Judgment, digregard of democrascy and of individusl rights,
gxcagaive pollitical pressure, lumproper sctivity of the churches®

which contributed to the possage of the Bipghteenth &meném&ntaﬁﬁ

281114,

26gharies willis Thompson, "Ihe ﬁamm&ng Wonater," The
Gatholle World, CAAVIII (ﬂetaha?, 1028}, p. B

g?ﬁmvﬂymvua, "rdltorial Comment,” The Catholie Yorid,
GRAVIL (ﬁpl’ilg 1938)) clgvu‘o .

R¥gohn A, Hyan, "ihe Anti-3sloon Lesgue,” The Catholie
Hopld, CRXVILL (November, 1927}, p.137.
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The aeditor of The Catholle Viorld belleved that "Prohibition is

a fareg, a btragle Tsree, and somebthing ouzht to be done aboub
16,729 Others maintained that 1f Smith, per impossible, was
glected, “theo couniry...would not get wetter more rapldly under
tim then any obher man, Hepublican oy ﬁﬁmmcrata”gg
Obviously, meny Ameriecsns did not feel that Prohibliion
hiad been g cowplete fallure, that Swith had purifisd Tammeny
Hall, and $hat relipglon should not be mn lssue In the campalgng
songaguently, they voted sgeinst the Demoeretlic candidate and
defested his presidentlal sspirstions. Heedless Lo ssy, many
Catholles were deeply disappointed that Smlith had lost the
alection, TPeeling s need to ratlonnlisze or pevhaps beling
genulnely philosophilecsl, many Catholles acclalimed Smlth as the

vl victor in the contestes Sald the sditor of The Catholie

torld:

Congratulations to Goveprnor Smithl In all siwmpliclty
and sincerity, with no asttempt at lrony or paradox, Lhe
Cathollc World salutes him ss victor in the recent contest.
Gur Church frow the beginning has had a custom of fellclis-
ting martyrs. Ohe calls the day of thelr death, dies
naua}.i.s, nirthday,‘ and She considers them not vietovs but
conguerera S50y with true Oebtiolie instinct, we congratue~
iate {he v@al hera of the cumpaign. He prelevraed honestiy
rather than success, ocutspoken frankness rather than diploe
matle sllence, snd defest rubther then dishonor. le zgave

294 nonymous , “Jdlﬁaflal Comment," The Catholie World,
:Q‘VII (Aﬁl‘il, 19».48); .kj° 1(}

SOanonymous, "Editorlial Comwent,” The Gatholic ¥orld,
ORAVILI (Docomber, 1928), p. 368,
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volee bto what all thoughtful people In America have been
thinking: that prosperity does nol exguse corvuptliong

that prohibition L8 imposslible; that the attempt to enforce
it is farcial, tragle, and demoraliszing; thet something can
be done and must be done o save the country from hypoesrlsys
that religslious bigobry ls rswmpant, asnd threstens our
national existence) that_the power Ltrust is laying plansg

to throttle prospoerity.d

Some emobtional Cathollos went 1o the exirems of pro-

0

claiming Smith %0 be 8 prophet, "and 1llke a prophet he was

"

glain, & wartyr to the truth.” 84111, there was no need for
despalr, for the children of those that killed the orophet Like
the children of the Blble would bulld the marityred horo s
monument. And

ceedmibhts monument is already e-bullding. Ite Toundation
ia lald in the hearts of some slxteon million psople, who
not only voted for him but gave him an affection the like
of whileh_has not been seen since the days of Abrshemn
Lincoln.9

H

Yeod of Prosperlty”

Hany more Catholliecs belleved that the
had assured Smivh's defeat. They were nauassbed by the eyry of

Progsperity, which, in the opinilon of the editor of The Catholie

World, was proasched in place of righteousness. Wore than a lew
Americans wondered 17 the "insldious tacties” of the Power
Trust, the Lreagon and corrupbion of Yeapolt Dome, the defalsce

tiong in the Veboran'e Bureau, and the "prodigious grafe” of

the Ohic geng had been a felr price Lo pay for Yihe onicken in

Sl1bid., pe 554.

SEIbide, po Bbb.
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gvery pobt, end the automoblle In every gavage.” & It wag

Prospurlty which stuffed the belly bubt stlfled the soul.
Sl th was Jdefeatod by

«ssbhe golden statue, mutatis mubtandis;...the Orest God
Prosperltys the Jealous pod who will hsve none other god
taslde him; & wicked god whose erimes must not be rebuked;
whose worashlp Justifies all vices and covers all sing: a
crusl god who burms in & flery furnace all who do not pro-
volate themselves abJactly bvefors him; in s word the Greet
God P?Qagayity,.eatha idol refurblshed~=the Almiphty
Dollarid

fiven though 1t was the iHepublicens who havped and havped
on Prosperlty to the exclusion of almost gll else; the Domvcrais
were also gullty of gziving Into the god of the Almighiy Dollar,
for they flung out the banner of "Honesbty and Prosperity." Yif

you preach honesty, why lug in Prosperity?” asked the editor
- . P N3]
of The Catholle Yorld.

Ag one might espect, many Cstholice beslleved that "ithose
who fought Smith becsugs of his religion found the prohibition
issue a convenient csmouflsge.” After ell, Smith wasn't exsobly
the sponge that would wash the Highteenth Amendwent off the
blaeitboerd. Aeccording to one Catholic writer, he couldn't even
change one syllable of the "mendaclous” Volstesd fet without

the consgent of Congress, snd Congress couldn't repesl elthor

BO1pid., pe 556,
%4rpig.

*®Ipid.



80

the Aot or the Amendment withoud a mandate from the electorate.
Americans must have vealiszed this, snd yet the Democratle
candlidate was atill onlled a friend of the ssloon and a
protecior of prostitution. Actuslly,

essomith’s sln was not that he threstened to bring back

"ooge.” You can't bring back what has never heen away.

Hig sin was that he sald out loud 4o a hupdred milliion

peopls what you and L say to one another. v

Some of Zmith's co-rellzionists found 1t hard to belisve

s the swerlaan pesople could reglster lLhely ifadlgnaltlon of
Pammany Hall and ceonvenlently forget bthe soeandal of despotb

vome. Yhe editor of The Cathollo World wes convineed that ithe

public was nobt oblivious $o the "crimes” of the Hepublicans,
and had e Voodrow Yillson or g Orover Cleveland run In Smith's
place, the G, 0. P would have gone down to lgnominious dofeat.
Why then didn'l tho Awerican People vobte sgsinst the corruptlon
of the HRepublican meohines, in Washington and elsewhere, by
gasbing theley beallots lor the Demoveratic cundidate? Without
taklng Swlth's Tawmany Hell affillationg into considerstion and
being wmomenterily unawsre of Coollidge's honest dministration,
more than a few Catholics, and nob withoub some justificetion,
mainta lned thal many sdmerlcans were more feaviul of Smith's

rellzion than the graflt of the Republican ?awﬁygs?

Gblbid" P A5G,

97ibid.
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There were those Catholics who believed that honesty,
not his Tawmany connsetions, was one of Swith's bilggestovimes.”
Ghereas lloover was diplomatice and nonecommitbal, Smith was
candid almost to bthe point of belng naive. According to one
Cathollie writer, the fwericen public has oftentimes beon suge-
ploious of honesty. Yes, we do have the legend of "Honest
Lbe," bui when Limcoln ren for the presidency, ho weas oslled
the most vile names, end even when he wss in the ¥White House,
the flood of vituperation did not ebb, In truth, 1t waan't
until hils death thaet his fellow countrymen recognised and

admired his true genius. Rather grandiloquently, Lhs CGatholic
58

Horld declaraed that Smith wes destined for a similer Tate.
Catholics were naturally pained to see uvne of thelyr own

nunbar re jected princlpally or even partlally bscause of his
relizion. "Bubt we can survive the slap,” declared one Cathollc.
The Church could teke the blow and weils Tor more proplilous
times. Purthermors, numerous Catholles c¢lulmed to be uncone
cerned “"gbout the polltlesl vietory of one who happens o be
Gatholle.” Proudly, they pointed out thet, even though no
Catholic bad ever been presldent, the Chuvrch hed grown from
25,000 to 20,000,000 In jJust a century and & quarter. Further,

the edltor of The Cathollisc Wordld boldly stated that the Church

didn't even want a Democratic president, polnitling out that

Brpid., p. 5657,



Theodore Hoosovelt end Willilam Howard Taft understood the
Gatholle Chureh bether than Eilsongsg
Tending to exagzerate, aome Cutholles deelared that
thelr Yzeal wuy for prinelple, snd not for pervsonal advantage,
in the recenl elecbion. Ve were more anxlious aboub the
Gonstitubion than the Catholie Church.” They slso wainbained
that the Chureh would not wither up snd blow sway now that iis
mewbers had been told--"with such unnecessary and brutal overe
emphaslg-~that & Catholie can not azspire for the presidency.
Lotually, nony Catholles felt that they wewve more In harmony
with true Amerilcanism than those who were supposed to have
attompbed to deny Catholles the right to be Amerlicans. Further,
numerous Cathollics honestly belleved that the "triple alliance”
==the Ku Elux Klan, the anti-Saloon Leapgus, snd the eohovrts of
Biahop Cannon--was the real loser in the cempaign. Some went
8o far as to decslare that 17 this "unholy" sallience neld together
snd funetioned with equal succesg ones more, 16 would die with
viectory 50

Hithh obvious emotion and reshness, and posslibly with a

degrea of rancor, the editor of The Ustholie Worldd expressed

the bellef that oune more vicbtory Like the eleciion of 1928 wvould

ruln Peotestantism. 4 few more such vighorles would meke the

S9Tbide, pe 35U,

01h8d., ppe 358, 361.
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"and when this comes bo pass,”

Gonstitutlon a sordp of paper.
moaned the Journallist, "the beaubtiful experiment in governmeni
bezun in 1776 will be ended.” Lincoln's prayer and propheey
at Getiysburg would be volded, and lnstead of having g governe
monb of the psople, by the veople, and for the people, we

"

would have "8 government of the bigots, by the blgots, snd for

C‘

the bigots.” Involidng the name of God, this Catholie prayed
nat bigotry would not be the death knell of the ropubllies

rather let Lt "be holsted with 1ta own petard.” Then the nation
would begin Lo live. Jeffevson, Lineoln, and Smith would be
vindicaﬁad.él

Dogplite the excesslve nature of this veaction to Smith's
defeaty, 1t doss conbain some truths aud, doubbtless, 1t does
reprasond what meny Cathollos must have felt. What Is most

uncanny about the The Catholie Uorld's eppralsel of the election

regulils was the teubh of 1ts prophecles. Prousperliy wes ihyﬁt»
tled; Prohlbition was ﬁapeal@d;‘th@ Harding edwministeation and
obiier corrupt Republlesn pollticsl machines as well as Tammany
Hell recelived adverse verdleis i_'zﬁénz the bar of history, and \

Swith hes been called a champlon of honesty, Jjustice, and fair

pley .

4lrbid,, pp. B62-363.



OQHEPPRR
BLECTION ARALYIIS

On thes eve of the election both candidates expecied
vicbory, bub when all the vobtes were [inally counied, Hoover
won by a landalides The irepublican candldambte recelved 444
glactoral wobas Lo Snlthis &?.1 The usually solidly Dewocratle
South desorted the puarbty candldate, and Hoover was vigtorious
Lo Ploelida, North Capoling, tennessse, Texas, and Vivginlae=

batos nover carrled hy tho G 0. Pe since ieconstrucbtion daysae

Altnough the Happy Warrior carried Massscbuuetis and Hhods
Island, he lost hls own state of Hew Yorke iesplie bthe fact
that the Democrats won In only eight states, Smith's popular
vote of 15,0L0,445 was lupressive when compured bo the nine
million votes given to James Me COX and the eight wllllion voles
glven to John Ve Dmvis In 1BR0. IHoover vecelved £1,592,100
votag; Horman Thomas, bthe Soclalist candldate, was glven L0V,420
vobes, and William 2. Poster, the Communist candildabe, recelved
snly é&,??ﬁ.g

the provelence of so meny soclal and

»
the gearelty of any vitel politlesl issues mebkes 11 JifL3

ligwin Zwersen, Ho Hig
idwin Fmerson, Hoover and His Tlmes (Gaerden Clty, Hew
York: Carden City Publishing Company, 1902), pe 88.

®Barck and Blake, op. clbes, po 420,
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Lo sgcribe wiith any unshaken confidence what share of the
outcome ol the election should be glven %o any one lssue.s
311l there are those who weintalin that in the elegtivn there
was 8 "dominant" issue, whleh because of Lits overevidiog impor-
tence would compel the voleyr 4o sast hiz ballot for Lhe opponent
of the one for whom 1t would have been cast if this lasue had
not been present.g ¥ pponlibliion, Prosperity, Protesbtentiam,
and Pre judice"” were most often meniloned as the welghiy lLsaues
in spelling Smith's deleatb.

It iz alwost certeln bthalt the election was not degided,
one way or the éther, on polltical issues. Both Smith anc
Hoover advocated remsrkebly similar tarlifl, farm, end vwaber
control programs. She Democratic candidabte, in view of the
unsavory record of the political machine of which e wes &
lender, was understandably reluctant to bring up the lssue of
sorruption in governument, specilleslly the Hepublican oll
seandalse. Lven when Smith 4id present progressive prograns
with regavd tuv governwent reorganization, farm rellefl, snd

K3

unemployment, the people did 't "eere enough aboub these ilssues

to rally bto his standard on account of thewm. ¢ Acbually bthe

absence of sny decisive politiesl lsauves was ¢learly an sdvantage

o = ¢ . g o
Yiayan, "A Cabtholie View of the Llection," p. 377,
4pablan Franklin, "Analyzing the Bleetlon Results,”
Cuprent History, X4IX (December, 1928), pp. 370-371,
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to the party In power. "Hormally bthe Hepubllicans were in the
maJority. They hed the stronger politicanl maechlne, the immense
strength derlived from Federal patronage,; better party discle
pline, an overpowering business and Joarnailstie support, and
more money--always wore money.'

An excellent cease sun be made lor prasp@rity 0s £h§
dominant issue in the csmpaign. Oranted there was & degrae of
farm distress In the Hiddle VWest, but the extent of this
agriculiturel recession was grogaly overestlimeted by both sldes,
for "if the farmers were /in lerge numberg/ anything as badly
off as they head been represented, they would have voted fon
Smith,“6 Even though uwnemployment was ineressing, and the coal
and textlle industrles were 1n & stabe of minor depresglon,
ftaking the population as a whole...no people In any counbrye..
wara betlter fed, bebter housed, betisr cluthed than were the
paople of the United States, with more lelsure ilme and mors
sducationsl and recrsational feellliles than any other people

. 7

ever had,"”

Dupring the esmpalpgn, Harvey Plrestonse, the wealihy btire

manufachurer, stated that

Sﬁﬂank Ae Rent, "The Demoerats in 1828," Jceribner's
Magazine, LAXKVI (&avambaﬁg 1087), pe D16,

Sprankling, 10ce cilies, ps 371,

7jsmes Cennon, "Causes of Governor Smith's Defeat,"
Curvent History, AXIX {December, L988), p. 375,
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saefor the most part prosperity has been quite generally
diffused in the United Stamtes during the past four years
ensl balleve that under the Republican adminlestration of
HMre. Coolldge we have had a clesar evidensse of good states~
manship, and that the electlion of Mr. Hoover will continue
this prosperity whieh is now so well establlihed.®
Feellng a sense of well belng in the capitellst order, the
wa Jority of the eleciorste shared Flrestone's soniidence in
Yamerican business end iLte political instrument--the Hepublican
e, ‘;;3 . o .‘ i L]
Party”™ ™ and consequentiy tuwned a deal ear Lo Smith's often~
times highly econatructive snd lmepginatlive proposals. Thevefore
"o an explanation of the Republiean victorye-not indeed the
full extent of the victory, hut of & victory of declsive proe-
portlons-~prosperity 48 in itselfl qulite gulficlent.”
it muat be poinbed oubt that progpsrity didn't necessarily
mesn that Swlth's defeat was cevriteln befors the campslyn begen.
However, Lt does indleabe that his electlon would have only buen
posslble 1f thers had besen an issue or factor "as asweeping and
; " i
powerful as that which prosperity mede in favor of haovera“lg
Aa has been praviously stated, there wss no sueh lasue in the
camnalon.
Hightly ov wrongly, many Awericsns in prectloe assoolabted

Republicanlasm with prosperity. Muarther, it Lls & besel yel nonee

theless obvious fact that durliny ¥he previous gsixty yeesrs,

., - 5 2 w - It
) dﬂaﬁvay Firestone, "Smith, Hoover, and Prospority,”
Forum, LXLK (November, 1928), p. 750,

g A i, 8 wr Y & ) s Py
Anonymous, "Yhis Week," Hew Republie, LVI (November 14,
1928), pa 366,

Wpraniciin, 1ocs elbe, pe 371e
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fmerlicang had elected twelve Nepublican preslidents and only

11 ¥ishling not to upsed the appleo=

fTour Demoeratic pregidenis.
gart of normaley and fully enjoying both che prospzeity and
moral insensltlvity of the post wer sra, "probably the majority
of the voters Jexeept in the Bouth/ wmade thelr cholees between
the candldates malnly I not excluslvely om bthe buagls of
hebitual party affilletion,” @ Smith himgel? asust have realiszed
thet sven bafore the campalgn began the odds agningt his elege
tion from the »olnb of view of traditlon and preceodent werse two
%0 one. This facbor should not be overlooked.

Agbually, meny disillusioned liberals interpreted the
rosults of the slectlon as being but anobther indicatlion of the
atrengle hold the Hepublleoan Party had on Amerlea. DBelng disge-
gusted with Blg Business, the "god of Prosperity,” and the
psrdy which had glven the countyry the Dohenys, the Sinclairs,
the Falls, the Denbys, and the Daugheriys, thess progressive
thinkers beliieved that the country had "egain voted to conbinus
in office a sélfish and reactlonary government, which should,
for 1ts sins, long sgo have heen redused to Lmpobanee 9
50411, we should nobt for en Instand deprecisie elther

the ability or the vole sbtiracting pover of Herberi iHoover.

Licannon, “Causes of Governor Smith's Defest,” p. 375.

123yan, "A Cathollie View of the Hlection,® o. 577.

léﬁnanymsus, "Hoover Wins," Hatlon, CXAVII (November,

14, 1928), p. B10.
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The tepubllesn presidential candidete had traveled extenslively,
gained succsss as a mining engineer, served in various flelds
of goverrment adminiatyation, ranging from forelgn relstionsg

to agriculbure, and had been justly acclaimed for his humanie
tavian efforts as the leadey of post war relief orgmnizations.
Many Awmerlcens looked upon Hoover as a "national asgsebd of
incaleulable value,” whose "extrsordinary prestige, at home and
abroad, had not been fully cepltalized for the benefit of his
own peaplaﬂﬁlﬁ Indeed, 1t would be difflicult to discount
Hoover himgelf es one of the most declsive fecltors in Smith's
defeat.

Another lszue which has been suggested ss the domlnant
reason for Smith's failure in the elecetion wms his Tammany Haell
affiliationa. The present writer is Inclined to rejest the
notlon that Swith's connections with the New York Clty politieal
machine had any major influence on the ocuteowe of the electlon.
It i3 to be admitbted that sowme of the vobers refrained from
cagting thelr ballote for the Democratiec candidate becsuse he

"allen, non Anglo-Saxon®

was a symbol of the rising power of the
gegment of our populatlion, the men who not only camwe up from

the ¢liy streebts but represented both Temmany Hall and the

1§&amrga Horece Lorimer, "Hoover=--i National Asset,”
Saturdey Evening Post, CC (April, 18928), p. 52.
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5 .. . . _
15 Swith did chellenge the Purlitan agcendency,

Gatholie Churohe.
and many Probtestant voters throughout the counbry did react
adversely bo this challenge., HNonetheless, the vobe agulinst
Smith for his "humble origins®™ was more than offset by those
who, genulnely moved by the meteorie »ise of the "herole”
leader of the people, did cast a yes vols for the Happy Visrrior.
There arve two reasons why the prasent writer belleves
that the Tammeny Hell issue should be minimized when sscerlbing
the appropriaste degree of lmportance to the lasues Involved in
the campalgn snd the consequent results st the pollis. First,
when the Temmeny Hall issue was used, 1t was oftenbimes closely
connacted with Smith's Cathollelsm and his Wetness, and even
bhough meny voters, especlally In the South, did voles objection
bo the graft snd covruptlon of the politliceal machine of which
smloh was the most prominent present day product, most of the
alectorate opposed the governor move for elither his religion ox
hig Prohibition stand than for hils Tammeny afflliatlions,. |
Sacond, desplte the Lfect thet Tammeny Hall wag bthe
symbol of all corrupt pollitlicsal weschines, 1t ig difiicult Lo
belleve that the Amerlean people could be highly semasitive to
the notorlious actlivities of Demoeratle political organizations
1lke Tammeny Hall and complebtely oblivious to the equally cor=-

rupt Hepublicsn adalnistrations from the olty ward to the Harding

18aypn, "A Catholic View of the Rleotion,” p. 478,



adyginistratlion. It Ia true that Smith had beon and was a
loyal menmber of Tommany, but nonetheless he had alao been
honest, sincere, end deeply sympethetle with the working
classes. HNo one conld nor should gloss over tho vnssvory
record of the New Yorik polltical. mechine end its stilokye
fingered, lmmigrant-exploiting leaders--men lilke Twead, Croler
Poleay, and Huarphy. HNelther could one descrlibe the Hell as
Leing werely & patrlotle or chariteble organlzation in view of
its obvioug pollitical scbivitles. O0ill, 1t ls also trus thati
the periodlic covruption of Yammany had boen more than matohed

and sometimes exceaded by Topublican pollitleal machines else=

I"“

wheva. “Obliterate the word Tammany, transfler the sraotlices
of the orpsnizgation to a town less In the gpotlight of the
worldts oplnion, and cencel out the excepilonally rlrorous
sxposures bo whieh Yew Yorkers have subjecbed Temmany, and it
would haedly he ballsved that the covruption practiced by

)

Tammeny differed much from that of dozens of sther polltical

machines of 1ts time." % The American pecple must heve realived
this.

in anelyzing the results of the election weny Jjournallsts,
political sclentists, and historisns have completely overlosked
a novel fmetor whileh eould have pad & cruciel influsnce on the

9

outeome of the voling. This new delermining veles in national

N ‘ e r Lippmenn, "Taommeny Hall and A1 Smith,” Cublook,
GLXXIY (Pebruary 1, 1988), ne 163.



politices was the vote of the women. Actually, the increase
of women voters in some stateas was twenbty-five per cent hlgher
then 1t had been in 1924, HNeny women, slbhough qualified %o
vote, had not done so four years earlier, simply because
nelther the lssuses nor the candidates aroused them. Bubt in
the aslection of 1928, the presence of issues like Religlon,
Prohibition, and Tawmmany Hall "afforded a vare basis for
appoals to feminine @uac@ptibility.”l7
Tuproughout the cawpalgn a surprislng percantage of the
fomale slectorate supported Hoover. Hepubllcsn Women's Uluba
wore organized across the natlon, and in order to drum up the
vote Por the party's cendldute, the G, Us P. women caupaigned
vigorously smong housewlves and business and professional
wom@ﬂ.lg In the parlor and on the street, these liepublicaen
workers pleaded Hoover's cause. The Democrats also stlempled
to organlue the female vote, but they were consplcuously less
successful than the R@publicana.lg fetually, many Demoovatbtic
Women for Hoover Clubs flourlshed in various sections of the

¥
couﬁtry.“a

17911110m Bennett Munro, "The Gampaizn in Hetrospeot,”
Yale heview, AVILII (December, 1988), p. 2535,

lgﬁews item 1n the Hew York Times, beptember &, L1928, p. D

19%unro, "the Campaipgn in detrouspest," p.245,

20yaws Ltem in the Hew York Times, July 9, 1928, p. Z.




There ave wany possible ressons why wowen orossed party
lines and voted for Hoover. No doubbt, thousands of women,
egpeclally In the South and in the West, saw or thought they
saw moral and soplal fssues involved in the csmpaign. Generally
speaking, the lfem8le votars were probably in favor of vetslning
Prohlibltion. More then men, they were more omobtionsally snd
movally senalitive to the svils of sloeoholiem, HFurther, women
ware doubiless more concerned with the unplesssnt connotations
created by Jamith's alfilletion with the corrupt Yamsany mechine.
It ig not wllikely that women, being somewhat more rellsious
than men, were wmore easily sweyed one way or the other by the
religlous lasue.

It must also be admitted that the personwelity sad upe
bringing of 41 Smith wore not that the wme jorivy of the women
voters btinought 1V should be in order to gqualify for bhe dignie
fied office of the presidency. On the obther hand, Hooveris
background, culbure, persunel btasgtes, and mannoers confovmed Lo
the female preconception of what a presidentisl candidate should
bs., Further, the Hepublican cendidate’s Lreditional assoeclablon
with "wellave work” was intensely appeaiing to women who had
been Laught Lo admlre hls humaﬁitaviani%m through clubs, chucches,
and home wmagazines, And whereass the Dewoccratle stratepists had
ilubis sppreclstion of the effect of Swuith's personallity and his
4Tffiliations on the women's vote, the Hepublicens sxplolited this

previously unitapped source of voilng strengih and profited
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enormously by so dolng. *

Many women were also repelled by Swith's plump and une

attractive wlfe, who was testeless to the point of being gaudy.

-y

The Happy Warrlor resented the Jokes ms to what figure hls

wife would make In the White House, and when a pholtographer asked
ey o talie off some Jewelry for o pl ¥ Smibh angrily burst
her tal T some el For a plebure, 3Smith angrily bdburst

1 494 7 . x b3 11 gg
sub, TlLeave BRatle slonel

Ko doubt, wany sophlavicated female
vobers wers offended by Smithla wife, and 1t is posasible thatb
some women vobted ageinst the Democratie candidste becsuse of
thls aversion,

Smith refused to pretend thet elther he or hils wife ware
anything but what they were. Al Irankly admlited that ne was
a Gatholle, a grendson of an Irish ipmigrant, and a povr boy
from the sidewslks of New York., He refused 1o hedge when
Hoover chavged that he was isking the roed Yo soclellism and
stood Lirm on hls Pronlbltion views with the nelve falth that
his honesty and Inbtegrity would get across to the Amerlcan
pe@pl@«ﬁﬁ

Besldes bhe women's vots, ﬁh@ya was another novel facltoy
In the electlion whileh could have further sssured Smith's defeab;

this new phenomenon wae thne radlo. The Presidential Cempaign

glﬁunro, "The Cempalgn in Aetrospect,” p. 254,

2RHandling ope olbes pe 130,
231pid.



of 1928 was the first one in which this new insbrument of wass
appesl wes used, snd unlfortunately for the Democratle cause,
Smith's heavy New York sccent and his obvious lack of grammatl-
cal preclsion and oratorleal eloguence might well have creunied
unfavorable impresgsions in the minds of the Amerlican voters by
conforming to the preconception of the Demoeratic candldate as
being an illiterate and blatant product of Tammsny Hall,

Hany historiens and political scientists, conslstent
with the trsditional Interpretation of the electlon, place the
me jor responsibility for Smith's defeat upon the two lssues of
Prohibition snd religion, As has been previcusly stasied, it
i cifficult to disvingulzh between the oppositlon Lo Smlith as
a Cathiolic and the opposltion to him as & Webt. Duving the
canpalgn, the Springlfield Hepublican declared thet

«ssbhe connection between the rellglius asgpect and the
Prohibltlon aspect of this politicel contest 1s spparent

in very much of the litersture of the cumpalgn. OGtart the

religlous tople snd one vuns Inbo Prohlbliion in racord
time. Start on Prohibition end thore ls Viowe" Just around

the corner.

Hobt only in the Soubth, bubt throughout the couniry the
peopls themsslves wave unable in thelr own minds to differentlate
hatween the two ilssuwes, vet the pregent writer is inclined to
believe that generally apasking the opposition to the Democratic

candidate bacsuse »f his Catholiclsm overshadowed the snimosity

A, i o " H
“4pnonymous, "The Hellglous Issue in the Upen,™

Dipest, XUIX (Detober 13, 1928}, pe 7.
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towards him se a foe of Prohdbition. St11L1 the pobtency of the
liguor iszue In the eampalgn is nol to be drastiecelly winimized,
for ag Will Hogers oncu warned,

ceodf you think thiz country ain't Dry, you Just weteh 'em
vobtei and 1L you think this countyy ain't Wet, vou Just
wateh tem drinks You see, when they volte 1t's counbted;
bat when they drink, 1t alnft. If you could wegigtar the
an?a breath that cast Lhe hallot, that would be greal
%Pirwgl aﬁiﬁm/ But the voting strength of the cﬁuntpy ig
H S

Prehibitlon dld flgure largely in the campelin. Prolld

o

bition did ungquesiionably concern the jworlesn people. However,

it loomed go prominently because Individuals and orgenizations
opposed Lo Snlth on roliglous grounds oftentives used hils Veineas

pa o front for a desper anlwosity for him begsuse of hilz Cethol«

teigm. fctually, Swmith never reslly seriously thresbened the

* 3 E3

wlehleenth Amendment, and although he did vecowmrend Lts evenbual

3,

wal, both he snd the electorste must have ryenllized thalt such

agtlon would reguice not only congressionsl support bub favorable

publlie opinfon. In trubh, Smith did little more then advocate

comperatively wminor changes in the Volstead Act. UYhevefove,

4.

"1t seems unveasonable to believe that bhis would hove caugsed

the South to bresk a tradition of a hundred yesrs standing end

TE ‘??26

vobe lepubllcans Fuprbber, Snlth ecould herdly hove made a

38 . e
““Handling ope clbes pe 128,

”@isbuvyn ope Glbe, pp. 3R5-526,
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puorer job of enforelng Prohibltlion thun Coolidge had made,
and any man he wight have appointed as Secretary of the
Yreasury would certainly not have pub as much in the way of
enlorcement ol the liguor laws sg had Andrew %allanog?
Many newspapermen, historiens, and political sclentists

like Viade M. havrris of the Charlotbe, Horith Carolins Cbsevver

bolieved that "the ilquov lssue did not operabte againsgt Swmith
s0 pobtently as did the religlous 1s8ue."*% Othens maintained
that even i Swmith had been & Dry Gathollie, nhis chances for
slection would not hesve been metervially lmproved. Conversely,
a laprge percentage of journslists, awong them Cherles Michelaon,
maintained that i "Smith had been a Protestant, bhere would
have been no doubt about his election.t2¥

The Netlon declared that Hoover had won becsuass of
"Prejudice, Bigotry, Superatltion, Intolersnce, Hate, Selfishe
ness, Snobbery, and Paasion.” Purther, thls left wing journal
bluntly stestoed that Smlth had been defeated bLecause he Jdidn't

nave “the right clothes, the rlght accent, the right educatlon,

-

the right assoclation, and above all, the right fslth.

¢ I8 13 3 2 T una £ A N b L8 TE 5 gt N 3
27p1x0n Herritt, "Al Smith and the 50lld Soubh,” OQutlook,
CALVIY (October 26, 1927), p.257.

20y111iem He Crawford, "het Will The South Do to Al
Smith?,” Oullook, CXLVII (November 2, 1987}, p. 276,

29iyan, "4 Catholle View of the Electlon,” p. 378.

SVanonymous, "Hoovew Wins," latlon, CXXVII (November,
1928), pe 510,
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Many Gatholies llke Ur, John Hyan sttempted to docuwmontd
o oage for explaining Smitht's defeat on the bagis of the
relipgloug lssus. This explanation for the results of Lhe
elactlon goes something like this. The vole In Connecticub,
Migsourd, Hew York, Horth Carolline, Tennessee, Texaa, Virginlia,
and Wisconsin was ¢losely divided between Swmith and loover,
If Smith could have wvecelved jJust 100 of the vobe cmab for
Hooveyr in these stales hie could have carvied thewm and thelr
electoral votes of 139, If the Democratic candldats had Heen
able to gavner 15 of the vote glven to the Hepublicen ssndidete
in the states of Flovida, tllincis, and Maryland, he would have
ogrried them snd thereby put 43 wore electoval votes lnlo nhis
colugn. The total electornl vobos so pained In addition to the
ones he actually recelved would have glven him three more than

o one who wes asquaintsd

were necessary for hila elaetign.
with the extent of religious Inbolerence In these astaltes can
seriously doubt that these proportions of the persons supporting
doover were so dominated by religlous consldevations that they
would have voted for Governor Smith 1f he had been a Ipotestant 9L
S611Ll, 1% wuat be pointed oub thet just ag therve was an
anti-Catholie vote, there was an sntl-prejudice vote. Albthough
it ia virtually impossible Vo securately estlmete the extent of

thig vote, Judging from the general sbtiitude of the country and

“l»yang’% Catholie View of the blection,” p. 380.
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ithe reticence of many of those who claimed to be unaflected by
rallglous pre judice, one would zssums that the amount of the
snti-intolerance vote, although possibly substanlial, was small
when eompared with the voting power of those opposed to Swmith
because of his religlon,

Helther apre we to asgume thet the Catholle vote for
omith materlally offset that of the prejudiced. Throughoub
the camgaizn numercus influentisl Cathollica supported Loover,
and some Calbholics, smong them Judpge Plerve Urablies, even
fesred that Smith's running for the presidency was a "serlous
menace 4o the Cetholic relipion,” ressoning that Protestant
Awmerice hed not fully eccepbed Cathollcism and that the atlewpb
t0 push Smith down anyone's throat would draw the Church Into
& conbtroversy where 1t would not have s féir opportunity to

o

defend ltself.® Farther, slithough doubtless the we jority of
both the clergy snd the lalty of the Csthoiie Uhureh CLavored
sipith's candidacy, few, if any, prilesbts or blshops sdvocated
the election of Smith frow the palpit.35 Dirve predietions cone
cerning the formabtlon of & militant Catholie polltical pariy
falled %o meterialize, and throughout the ecampsisn the mejorlty

of the Catholic olergy remained surprlaingly gulet on the

A
%Cpierve Crabibves, "It It Yime for 4 Cathollie President?,”
Cublook, CXLVI (August 17, 1927}, p. BOS.

LI S o

aéﬁyan, "A Catholic View of the Blection,” pe. 380,
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religlous lssus. The Demeeratic party has oftentinmes been
powerful in the big eltles where Qaﬁhalic lunigrants congre-
gated. Iver since the electlon of 1884, the pariy of Jeflerson
and Jaockson has bean called a hotbed of "Hum, Uomanlsm, and
kebeliion,” and 1t iz probable that Catholics, coming from the
working clssses, were wore sbbrscted Lo the Demoorats than to
the HRepublicens. If this is true, the mejority of Cavholie
vobers would have voted for the party candidatse, whother he

wag a Protestant or s Catholic. For the above wentloned veasons
1t seems unlikely that the Catholic wvobe [or AL Smith offset lo
any great extent the antl-Cathollc vote,

This writer is veluctent to conclude that weligion wes
the dominant Pactor in spelling Swith's defeat. No doublt, the
governor's Cathollcolam was en lmpordant lssue in the campaign,
perhaps bthe most declsive, but the oubtcome of the clecilon was
not declded so much by the dowminance of one issue over anuiher
as by the Intervactlon of all the lsasuss In the natursl tension
gensrated by thls conbroversial campalgn. OStill, it is wrong
to depreciste bthe lmportance of religlous pre judlce in the
campelgn snd the vobing resulis. NMaybe 3wmlith would not have
won the sieetion If he had been a Protestant, but the extent of
his resounding defeet wag doubbtless due to the presence of &
disturbing amount of anti-Cathollcism awong the Amerlcan pwople.
It is interested to speculante if Hoover would have lost the

election had he beon a Catholic rather than a Probsstante.
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Pegldes the fect that the Amerloen public wss not as
tolerant as wmany had belleved, there are other lessons witich
can be drawn from this election and the csmpalpn which affected
ite cutecome. Firait, there was less ewphasls on party platforms
and wore popular interest in the cvandidates's accepbance
speeches and campalgn oratlons, Jecond, bsceause of tho wide
uge of radlo and whiatle stop tours, the lmportance of g candle
date's personallty snd his azsocletions was grestly incressed.
Third, In 1928 sentiment Por the contlnuance of Prohibition was

X

84111 strong, despite the obviocus grumblings of dlscontent with
the noble experiment. Fourth, the South was no longer "solidiy®
wemoorsbtle, s&nd in the fubure the Hepubliocsns could look forwanrd
to lnereased vobing potentlal south of the Masonebixon line.
FLfth, ature presidential campaligns would lnvolve high presaure
alecilioneering and stagpering costs foy advertising via the wass
means of communication.o%

But the grestest lesson that can be derived from the
vompaign and the electlon is one of humen undervstsnding. As
long as humen nabture 18 what 1% 18, one can not hops o remove
evary vestige of religlous prejudive. 5till, we must sitrive
for the idesl of universal tolecance wlth the conflidence that
the eleetlon of 1U920 was a mllestone on this rosd to couplets

squallity and brotherbood, for although many Amerilosns resoribed

“Ujunro, "The Blegtion in Retrospect,” pp. 247, 855, 268,
261
ot L]
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undesirable tactics Iin donounclng Swmith and the Osthollio
Chuarch, counbless obthers wers complebely repulsed by religlous
Intolerance; thelr protests ageinst prejudice and thelr highe-
minded amppesls for reason end understanding sitand ss landmarks
in the eourse of Amoericen civilizatlon. The?@foygg wa should
not Look upon the lHoover-3mith cmmpaign as & completely biugk
visrk In the nistory of our counbry; we should look upon 1t
with & certaln degres of sstlslactlon rsther than regret.
Catholiocs should nobt look with disdoaln upon the canpalpn and
the electlon results, for desplie thﬁ.fload of ohviously prejue
dleed anti-Ustholle publicetlions, the Church was glven & faelir
hearing by the American people, and "thanks to the magazines and
newspapers and o dlstingulshed public mens...the people of
America understend the evil of blgoltry, the wron: snd Ilnjusitlce
of mllglous Intolerance bebter than they did before the cam=
palmm started. 90

During the caumpslign, Senator Bruecs of HMeryland declaved
that "we are progressing by degrees, and a genersbtlon or two
frowm now there will be genuine wonderment thet any considevabls
number of peaople should heve drsamed of wnuking an lssue of the
rolizious falth of & cendldate for the presldency ln a land

2 s NP A _r N 4 : 36
dodicated to the principles of efivil snd religious liberty.” 6

®Bpgtrick Henry Coliahen, "Rellgious Pre Judlce in the
tleetlon,™ Current History, AXIX (December, 1928), p. 381,

SSueorge Berton, "Religlon in National Polities,” Current S
Higtory, #XVI (June, 1927), p. BGZ.
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Unly time can reveal the veraeliy or falaity of thiz prophecys
With the possibllity thet a Catholie wilil be nominated for the
prasidency this year, we will be glven the unique opportaniis
i j ? &% E

Lo pergonally behold the revelation or refutation of this bold

predletion.
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