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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

That the American public has had great faith in its
schools 1s evidenced by the almost continual extension of the
physical facilities for its educational system and the con-

stant demand for a better trained and better paid teaching

corps.
As long as the great majority of the people believe in

and understand the public schools and their program, sporadic
attacks in the press or from pressure groups will not defeaﬁ
the program or even parts of the program. This conclusion is
illustratéd by the fact that schools that have enlightened
the public regarding educational developments seldom suffer

serious curtailment of program when demands are made for re-

trenchment.l

In some communities where programs have been developed
without adequate explanations to parents, instanceé can be
found in which progress was retarded and undesirable changes
have been forced because of opposition from uninformed groups.

The interpretation of the schools to the public should

not be deferred until a crisils ocours. In fact, there is con-

1 Paul B. Jacobson and Wm. C. Reavis, Duties of School

Principsls (New York: Prentice-Hall Ine., 1941), p. 727.
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slderable evidence to show that those school systems which
have had continual programs of 1nterpfetation to the publiec
have fared better than those which have resorted to publicity
campalgns when crises have occurred. Some schools have had
"whirlwind" campalgns when new buildings were needed, and have
said nothing about the schools between times.z It is with
thils problem of "interpretation" or "publicity" of the elemen-

tary schools that this study is concerned.
I. THE PROBLEM

Statement of the problem. The emphasis of this study

will be centered in the search for answers to the following

questions:

1. How accurately and extensively do adults of the
community know their elementary schools?

2. VWhat are the various sources by which adults of
the community receive school information?

3. What types (categories) of school information do
citizens desire most? A

4, What types of school news items appear most fre-
quently in the local newspaper, and how accurate
and effective is 1it?

Objective. The objective in conducting this study is

to gain an insight into the matter of communication between

————%the elementary school and the community and to evaluate local

gschool publicity.

2 Ibhid.
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Justification of the study. To justify the study, the -

investigator cites the experience of the San Diego School Dis-
trict in 1951.

San Diego enlisted the services of an outside agency
to conduct a survey of "What San Diegans think of their -
schools", and much was learned which aided the schools to im-
prove publio relations. For one thing, they Wwere pleased %o
learn that 90 per cent of all citizens were happy with the way
the schools were being conducted and with the results they
were achieving.

Another'significant finding was the high percentage 6f
"don't know" responses to many curriculum questions. For ex-
ample:

1. Are the schools spending too much, too little, or
about the right amount of time on music and art?

Answers. 6l per cent "don't know."

2., Are the schools doing a good, average, or poor job
of developing devotion to American way of life?

Answers. 33 per cent "don't know,"d |

The survey brought out the fact that the "don't know"

.}espondants to curriculum questions were persons who had not.
visited and observed classrooms in the schools nor attended

more than two P.T.A. meetings.4

3 ¥, ¢. Crawford, "Public Opinion Survey Shows How
San Diegans Regard Their Schools," Nationg Schools, 49:38,
Feb. 1952,

4 1bid.
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This gave San Diego the "key" for their action, Par-
ent groups are being brought into the schools in numbers
never before visualized so that the curriculum and instrue-
tional methods may be interpreted.5

It 1s information of the type discovered in the

San Diego research that the investigator hopes to obtain for

his local community, Ceres, California, by this study. ;
II. METHODS USED AND ORGANIZATION OF THE REPORT

Many of the data were obtained by conducting a survey
by questionnaire. The total questionnaire appears in the
Appendix. Chapter III presents the organization and develop-
ment of the questionnaire. Individual chapters report the
results of the various sections of the questionnaire.

The final chapter is a summary, stating or restating
the important findings of the total study and presenting
some of the limitations of the study and problems which

warrant further study and interpretation.

5 1pid.



CHAPTER II

SCHOOL INFORMATION MOST INTERESTING TO CITIZENS
AND THE PRINCIPAL SOURCES OF SUCH INFORMATION

This chapter reviews literature relative to the study,
and will be of value when attempting to apply some of the find-

ings of the local survey.

Types of school information citizens desire most. One

question that was of major concern in the recent Governor's
Conference on Edgcatian, Sacramento, California, September 30
to October 1, 1955, was "How can we obtain a continuing pub-
lic interest in education"?l

One hasic principle of the educative process 1s that
the development of new interests begins with the present in-
2

terests of the individual, whatever they may be.

Perhaps, then, one of the first steps should be that of

determining what types of school information represent the pre-

v

send interests of the oitizené.

l Goodwin J. Knight, "How Can We Cbtain A Continuing In-
terest in Public Education"? A Study Guide Prepared for the
Governor's Conference on Education, September 30-Cctober 1, 1955,
Book #6 (Sacramento, California), p. 1.

T Jelinec, "Relative Importance of School News

L4

2 I+ elinee
0 and Society, August 9, 1952, p. 90.

Topics," School




There are many honest, reasoning adults in America,
who, generally realizing that in 1914 only 8 per cent of our
young people attended high school and last year 80 per cent
attended high school, asgsume that such wholesale enrollments
bring a "lowering" of standards to which the schools adhered
in their day. They rely chiefly on the inaccurate memories
of thelr own school days and their conception comes not from
lack of faith or interest in public schools, but from lack of
understanding.5

Another example of public desire for better understand-~
ing was noted by Roy E. Larsen's experience in North Carolina.
In a public talk he tried to draw a parallel between growth
of the school system in North Carolina and the state's economiec
social and cultural development. Larsen wrote:

I was pleased to find I had struck a rich vein of pub-
lic interest. Many people who had seen printed coples of
my speech expressed surprise that education can be shown
to bear such a direct relationship to the general welfare
of the state. Like many other people, they were aware
that education improves individual opportunities and that
in a general seunse, it contributes to the life of the
community. But they were not fully aware of how direct
or how important the relationship is. I imagine that very

few citizens would question school expenditures if they
fully understood how the community benefits from its educa-

tional investment.%

There are many other things that the citizens want %o

know about the nation's educational commitment and goals.

L e

3 Roy E. Larsen, "Some Questions Laymen Ask," Phi Delta
Kappa, 35:1-53, October 1953.

4 Ibid., p. 54.

TR T N SR
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They are curious about the changes that have taken place in
the schools since théy left them. They ask for the reasons
behind the changes and about the effects these changes will
have upon their own children. They ask "what does training
for citizenship mean"? "Who is to decide what a good citizen
is to believe"?5

The schools of Columbus, Ohio, recognized this desire
for better understanding of public schools and realized that
an informed publié is essential to the progress of education.

Columbus school administrators decided %o conduct
"Operation Information."® One phase of the campaign included
sending home a leéflet with each report card at each of the
regular report card periods.

To determine what subject matter would be of most in-
terest and value to parents, the persons planning the leaflets
relied on the sensitiveness of the central office staff, prin-
¢ipals, and teachers to idéntify the most persistent questions,

From the widespread range of concerns expressed, a

" priority list of toplcs for leaflets was established as follows:

(a) Reading: For this question, the committee titled
their leaflet "Throwing Light on Reading."

(b) Writing: For this question, the committee titled
their lesflet "Your Child Learns to Write."

5 Thid.

6 N. G. Fawcett and P. R. Klohr, "Columbus Public Schools
Plan Operation Information,”" Nations Schools, 48:65-7, October,
1951.




(¢) Arithmetic: Leaflet titled "Third 'R' in
Columbus Schools."

(d) Health: Leaflet titled "Together, We Guard Your
Child's Health."”

(e) Citizenship: Leaflet titled "Citizenship Begins
With Children."

In the above order, the leaflets were enclosed in each
of the regular report cards for the year. The leaflets were
made more impressive by pictures and sketches to dramatize the
subject. Later, the five leaflets were compiled into pemph-
let form and made available to the publie.

In another instance, the findings of a state-wide
Indiana study in 1952 by James J. Jellinec established the fol-
lowing conclusions about the relative importance of topies of
high school news:7

1. Most important news topic: "Aims of the school"

(a) How schools form goals.

(b) What are the goals in teaching reading, writing,
speaking, and listening.

(¢) In teaching to earn and spend money.

(d) Goals in teaching children to get along with
others. ,

(e) Goals in meeting community problems of health,
law, safety, business, and cooperation.

2. Second most important high school news topic: "Guid-
ance of Pupils™

7 Jelinee, op. cit., pp. 90-2.




(a) How do children get advice about school work
and personel problems?

(b) How does the school prepare children to earn
a living?

(¢) What do pupils do in H.R. Clubs, assemblies,
and sports?

(&) How schools help children to build healthy minds
and healthy bodies.

3. Third importance: "Instruction of Pupils"”

(a) How are pupils taught and vhat do they do in
school?

(b) How are books, maps, pictures,and other things
used to help children?

(c) How do pupils study?
(d) How do teachers grade and report pupil progress?

4, Fourth importance: "Organization and Management of
School"

(a) How does the school get its money, and how does
it spend 1i+? ’

(b) How well do the buildings, equipment, and supplies
meet pupil needs?

(c) How many pupils go to school?
(d) How is the work of pupils planned and arranged?

(e) What are the jobs of teachers, principals,
superintendents, and trustees?

5., Fifth importance: "School's Work With Outside Groups"

(a) How does the school work with church groups, ser-
vice clubs, farm, labor, and business groups?

(b)Y How does school work with parents and others in
community?
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(c) How does the H.S. work with the E.S., colleges
and other schools?

(d) How does the school work with groups that rate the
schools? -

(e) How does the school work with city, county, state,
and federal offices?

Farley, at the time of making his newspaper survey, also
sent a questionnaire to 5,067 patrons in thirteen cities to
detefmine which topics were of greatest interest. By over-
whelming odds, pérental Interest was centered in topliecs re-
lated to the instructional program. The rank order of these
topics of school news was:

(1) Pupil progress and achievement.

(2) Methods of instruction.

(3) Health of pupils.

(4) Course of study.

(5) Value of education.

(6) Discipline and behavior of pupils.

(7) Teachers and school officers.

(8) Attendance.

(9) Buildings and building programs.

(10) Business management and finance.
(11) Board of education and administration,

(1L2) Parent teacher association.
8

(13 ) Extra curriculum activities,

8 Jacobson and Reavis, op. cit., p. 729.
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Any discrepancy between news printéd and news desired
does not imply that news least desired shbuld be minimized.
I% would rather mean that desired news should be provided regu-
larly.g

In the study guide to the Governor's Conference on Educa-
tion it was stated: "The public is not getting the kind of news
it most wants about its schools from its local newspapers. And
the public knows the kind of news it would like to be informed

about."lo

Where citizens receive their school information. Among

the meahs of interpreting the school to the public may be men-
tioned reports to parents: newspaper releases in the commercial
press and schodl newspapers; addresses over the radio and to
school assemblies; observance of special days and exhibits of
the products of the school; and interpretation of the school
to pupils who in turn interpret it to their parents.lt
Television has already proven to be a very effective
means of interpreting the school to the public and could open
a new era in school public relations.
One of the major functions of communication in a demo-

cratic society is to help keep residents informed on major

issues affecting the community. All citizens have a stake in
e
9 Ibid. |
10 Knight, op. cit., p. 5.
11 Jacobson and Reavis, op. ¢it., p. 727.
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education. To make democracy work, all chennels of communi-
cation must be kept open.12

Mass media of communications through their constant and
continuing impact on the individual are a powerful educational
tool. One or more forms enter into each household every day.]5

As a result of the efforts of the Advertising Council
of America, there has been a noteworthy increase in the
attention given to education by the various channels of mass
media. During 1954, transportation advertisers put up about
90,000 car cards in support of publiec education. Apnroximately
sixty-~five household magazines ran full-page advertisements
and daily newspapers contributed approximately 3,136,000 lines
of spacé for education. In addition, dally newspapers con-
tributed about 94,500 lines of front page space in part of the
newspaper cooperation plan. Radio made 173,000,000 home im-
pressions and television accounted for 238,000,000 home impres-
sions. (A home impression is one message which is heard or seen
once in the home.) In all, the Advertising Council of America
campaign in the interest of education has contributed approx-
imately 20 million dollars worth of time, space, talent, and

effort to improve the schools of America. The motion picture

12 Knight, op. eit., p. 1ll.

13 1bia.



13
industry has contributed footage both nationally and 1ocally.14 -
According to Farley's National Surﬁey of Secondary Edu- |
cation, which was conducted prior to World War II, one of the
most effective methods of interpreting the school to its
patrons, and the most frequently used, is school exhibists.
Seventy-nine per cent of the schools which were questioned used
exhibits,1d
One of the ways in which schools may display their work
is in specilally built cases in the corridors of the building.
In addition to such displays, many schools have permanent or
temporary exhibits in show windows of stores in the community
at publiec fairs. ©Such displays are more effective if they

are also reported in the localAnewspaper.16

Farley's survey found that the use of the local news-
paper ranked second in frequency_among the media of interpre-
tation, being used by 72 per cent of the 160 schools studied.l?
Nearly one~third of the schools in Farley's study reported that -

some papers in the community contained a school page. About

14 1pia.

15 Jacobson and Reavis, op. cit., p. 73L.

16 1vid.

17 Ibid. p. 729. _ .
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one~third of the schools reported that a épecially assigned

Vreporter nade intermittent calls at the school. At nearly

one-half the schools, the pupils collected at least part of
the news.18

In interpreting the school, the principal should avoid
personal prominence and stress the school, individual teachers,
or pupils who constitute the news. The principal's name is
not important. If people of the community believe in the
school, they will quickly learn the principal's name. If they
do not believe in the school, the principal's name will add no
weight to the news item.lg

School news is sent to many homes through the school
newspaper. A well-edited school paper, explaining changes in
the services offered by the schools, describing the curriculum
and extra-curriculum activities, nbting honors or awards which
have been earned by pupils, and listing professional activities.
of the staff, hés been found to be very effective in the pro- |
gram of school interpretation. In addition, it provides an
effeétive way of developing school spirit within the student
body. |

About one-third of the schools in the National Survey

lg\rmfdfp.—v% 

19 1pia.
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of Secondary Education sent bulletins to the homes at inter-
vals. Frequently, the form used was a mimeographed bulletin,
although at times i1t was printed.

Over one-~-fourth of the schools inserted some type of
news ltems, such as a graphic distribution of the local tax
dollar, in the regular progress report sent home.gq

In development of publicity information, there should
always be the clearing committee or in most% cases the super-
intendent himself should approve all printed material before
it 1s distributed.?l

A significant technique in the development of publicity
1s that teachers, adminigtrators, and central office staff
should be involved in the planning.?2?

Enough evidence now exists from experience of industry

and education to validate the principle of personal involve-

mnent in group projects.gs

Section Three of the Ceres questionnaire is concerned
with the various sources of school news, and asked the respond-
ent to indicate the sources that have been most satisfactory to

him. Chapter VII presents the results of this section,

20 1pid.
21 Fawcett and Klohr, op. cit., p. 65.

rm————

22 Ibdd, —
23 1p14,



CHAPTER IIIX

A DESCRIPTION OF THE CUESTIONNAIRE USED
IN THE CERES, CALIFORNIA SURVEY

To prepare the questionnaire, a review of previous
studies in the field was made and three school adﬁinistrators
were consulted.

An outline for a questionnaire was made which included
a superfluous number of questions combining many of the ques-
tions used in previous studies and many questions suggested by
administrators in the field. |

The nextv step was that of screening the questions,
selecting only those that would serve the purpose of solving
the problem. To do this, the distriet superintendent and his
assistant, five board members, one faculty member and two adults
of the community were asked to help decide which questions to
use and to suggést any additlonal questions they felt would be
of value in solving the problem.

The completed questionnaire was printed on one sheet of
white paper, size 8-1/2" x 13-1/2", and a printed letter of in-
troduction signed by the investigator was attached to each
questionnaire, |

The questionnaire contained five sections. Section One
included questions pertaining to the respondent himself. Sec-

tion Two listed types or categories of school information and
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asked the respondent to indicate his chief interests in school _
information. Section Three listed the various common sources
of school news, and asked the respondent to indicate the sources
which have proven to be most meaningful end helpful to him.
Sections Four and Five listed factual type questions concerning
‘the local elementary schools and served to permit the investiga-
tor to determine the extent of the respondent's general know-
ledge about the lpcal schools.

To distribute the questionnaire, it was decided %o mail
a copy to each family represented in tﬁe enrolliment of the
Ceres elementary schools. Permission to distribute the ques-
tionnaire in this manner was obtained from the superintendent
of the school district and from the board of trustees of the
district.

A total of 1061 questionnaires were mailed to parents
of the school district and 372 parents responded. There were
26 gquestionnaires which did not reach the addressee because
of changes of address and no forwarding directions established.
In a period of four weeks, the 372 responses had been received
by the investigator, 35.06 per cent response.

In the Appendix is one copy of the introductory letter

and one copy of the questionnaire.

-—



CHAPTER IV

ATTITUDES OF THE RESPONDENTS
OF THE CERES QUESTIONNAIRE

Section One of the Ceres questionnaire pertains to the

respondent himself and the answers may give the'investigator

an opportunity to acquaint himself with the attitudes and habits
of the adults of the community to better understand how the
school may most satisfactorily communicate with them.

A copy of the questionnaire was mailed to each family
registered in the pupil enrollment files of the school district.
A total of 1061 homes received their copy and during a period
of four weeks the response total reached 372 or 35.06 per cent.

Questionll of Section One stated: "Are you a registered

voter?" The 372 respondents answered as follows:

% Number Per Cent

| Yes 301 80.91
No 57 15.32
No Angwer 14 3,786

i Since only 35.06 per cent of the recipients responded,
it is not possible to say that 80.91 per cent of the parents of

the elementary school children in Ceres are registered voters.

4 .
? So the importance of this question is doubtful.
;

Question 2 of Section One stated: "In what grades do

% you have children in the Ceres elementary schools

TS et
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The following table indicates the numbers of children and

their grade levels represented by the 372 respondents:

Mentally
Grade K 1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 6th 7th 8th Retarded Deaf
No. of .
children 71 84 73 84 74 83 60 65 50 3 2

In graphic form, the above results appear on the fol-
lowing page. |

This graph represents a total of 626 children, 29.12
per cent of the total enrollment of the Ceres Zlementary
Schools.

The investigator believes the graph indicates that the
respondents, though only 35.06 per cent of total, represent a
fairly even distribution of the grade levels of the school dis-
trict, and in a sense offsets the disadvantage of the low per
cent of returns of the questionnaire.

The following table indicates the number of respondents
with one, two, three, four, or five children presently enrolled

in Ceres Elementary Schools:

Children 1 in 2 in 3 in 4 in 5 in
school school school school school

No. of re-
spondents— 158 149 = 44 = 9 2
Per Cent 42.47 40.05 11.83 2,92 54— —
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Question 3 of Section One stated: "How often did ybu
visit and observe a Ceres elementary clessroom last year?"

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

o

More Than No
Once Twice Twice None Answer

No. of respondents 58 79 165 54 16
Per cent 15.59 21.24 44,35 14,52 4.30

The investigator is doubtful if the respondents have
interpreted tﬁis guestion in the manner for which it was in-
tended. To "visit and obgerve" was meant to be interpreted
as having visited and observed a regular period of instruc-
tion. Obviously, there have not been 44.35 per cent of par-~
ents that have done so more than twice in the past year.
Therefore, it is to be presumed that the respondents here
have included such visits as teacher conferences or calling
at the room for any purpose, not necessarily to observe in-
struction.

Question 4 of Section One stated: "How many P.T.A.

meetings did you attend last year?"

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

No. of More Than No
Meetings One Two___ _Three TFour Four None Answer
No.—of—resp. 40 42 24 15 69 162 19

Per cent 10.75 1129 6.45 4.03 18.52 43,55 O.11

_——
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; ' A percentage of 48.66 of the respondents attended no
P.T.A. meeting last year in Ceres and 18.52 per cent attended
more than four P.T.A. meetings last year in Ceres. In general,
P.T.A. attendance is not as high as would be desired.

Question 5 of Section One stated: "Did you attend 'Pub-
lic Schools Week! last year in Ceres?"

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

Caswell Don Pedro Whitmore No

School  School School None Answer
No. of respondents 130 45 143 72 18
Per cent 34,95 12.10 38.44 19.35 4,84

——
—

Of the fespondents 75.81 per cent attended "Public¢ Schools
Week" in Ceres last year. ©Some parents attended "Public Schools
Week" at more than one school and 72 respondents indicated that
they attended no exhibit of the event last year in Ceres.

Question 6 of Section One étated: "Are you a regular
reader of the Modesto Bee?" "Ceres Courier?"

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

Modesto Bee Ceres Courier Bofh None
No. of respondents 33595 170 161 30
per cent 89.52 45.70 43.28 8.06

he Modesto Bee is a dally paper and 89.52 per cent of _

the respondents indicated that they are regular readers. The



A 23
Ceres Courler is a weekly paper and 45.70 per cent of the re-
spondents indicated that they are regular reasders.
Question 7 of Section One stated: ™Are you a regular
listener to local radio newscasts? If answer is yes, to which
station do you generally listen?"

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

i

No
YES NO KTRB KBOX  KMOD KTUR Answer

No. of resp. 232 129 186 59 66 7 11
Per cent 62.37 34.68 50,00 15.86 17.74 1.88 2.96

A 62,37 per cent of the respondents indicated that they
are regular listeners to local radio news casts., There are
four local radio stations, and 50 per cent of the respondents
claim to be regular listeners to KTRB.

Question 8 of Sectlon One stated: "Do you think the
Ceres Elementary Schools are doing & good, average; or poor
job of teaching the basic 5—f's (Reading, writing, and arith-

metic)?®

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

Good Average Poor No Answer
No. of respondents 187 157 17 11
Per cent 50.27 42,20 4,73 3.06

i

o
S

Question 9 of Section One stated: "Do you think the
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Ceres Elementary Schools are doing a good, average, or poor R
~job with school publicity?"

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

Good Average Poor No Answey

No. of respondents 156 179 19 20
Per cent 41.94 48.12 5.11 5.37

It is significant.to learn that 92.47 per cent of the
respondents are satisfied with-the teaching of the basic 3-r's
and that 90.06 per cent of the respondents feel that school ;
‘publicity is satisfactory. i
The questionnaire provided space for comment concerning
the basic 3-r's and school publiecity. In the following lists §

are some sample comments on each question.

Comments concerning the teaching of basic 3-r's in Ceres:

1. "Eastern Schools are at least one year ahead of us."

2. "The teachers are wonderful." 7 , |

3. "The first grades need more fundamental teaching in the S—f'sd'
4. "I definitely do not like the reading methods.,"

5., "As far as our children have gone, they have been thoroughly
taught by superior teachers.”™ .

6. "The teacher doesn't explain or make it clear about work-book
assignments."

;\\\\\\*\*¥*“f\‘\““\\‘~\5\;\E“\‘;‘;\¥\ﬁ‘*\\‘\‘¥ﬁ;\

7. "Not stern enough."

8. "We're very satisfied with our child's progress."
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12,

13.
l4.

13,

3.

5.
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"More time should be spent on 3-r's."

"Our children are doing quite nicely. Improvement in
spelling during the past year remarkable."

"One child in fifth grade and one in eighth and neither
one can say his multiplication tables.®

"I like the interest the teachers show in my children.
They seem to teach thoroughly."

"I believe more time should be given to writing."

"The work doesn't seem to be explained thoroughly, there-
fore I have to explain it at home."

"Well staffed and striving to do a good job with the 3-r's
and more,"

Comments concerning Ceres Elementary School publicity:

"The Ceres Elementary Schools are not publicized as much
as Modesto schools, at least in the Modesto Bee."

"Many more Media could be improved to alert parents of
their role.™

"Too short df time ahead with notices."
"Good coverage of P. T. A. activities."
"We appreclate the éirculars of events sent home with the

children.®

Summary describing the respondents of the Ceres ques-

tionnaire. In general, the respondents of the Ceres question-

naire qualify as follows:

1. There were 80.91 per cent of the respondénts reglstered

20

voters.

They represent a fairly even distribution of children in
all grade levels., )
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There were 22,55 per cent of the respondents attended
four or more P. T. A. meetings last year in Ceres -
48,66 per cent attended no P. T. A. meeting.

There were 75.81 per cent of the respondents attended
"Public Schools Week™" last year in Ceres.

There were 89.52 per cent of the respondents read the
Modesto Bee ~ 44.70 read the Ceres Courier.

There were 62.37 per cent of the respondents listening
to local radio news casts with 50 per cent listening

- %o KTRB.

There were 50,27 per cent of the respondents that rate
the Ceres Elementary Schools doing a "good" job in
teaching the basic 3-r's, 42.20 per cent rate them do-
ing an "average" job. 1In all, 92.47 per cent of the re-
spondents are satisfied with the teaching.

There were 41.94 per cent of the respondents that rate
the Ceres Elementary Schools doing a "good" job with
school publicity - 48.12 per cent rate publicity
"average".



CHAPTER V -

SCHOOL NEWS OF GREATEST INTEREST TO CITIZENS
OF CERES, CALIFORNIA

Section Two of the Ceres questionnaire presented a
list of the various types of school information, and asked
the respondent to mark number one (1) for the type that in-
terests him most, and mark number two (2) for the type of
information ofghis second choice, and number three (3) for
his third choice, and so on as far as possible.

Table I reports the results of Section Two of the
questionnaire and lists the various types of school infor-
mation in order, starting with the type receiving the great-
est number of first choices and so on down to the last type
which received the lowest number of first choices. One ex-
ception to this rank and order appears in the choice of
"ecurriculum and methods of teaching" and is explained in a
later paragraph.

The overwhelming first choice in school information
was that of "your child's progress and achievement,”" with
285 respondents, 76.60 per cent rating it first. The word-
ing used in the questionnaire specified "your child's pro-
gress and achievemen$,”" instead of merely "progress and

achievement."
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TYPES OF SCHOOL INFORMATION OF GREATEST INTEREST

TABLE I

TO CITIZENS OF CERES
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Cnoilce

1st Znd 3rd 4th 5%th 6th 7th 8th 9th 10th

(1)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)
(10)

Your child's
progress and

achievement 285
Curriculum and
methods of in- .
struection 64
Health of pupils 72
Discipline and
behavior of

pupils 58
Teachers and

school officials 51
Attendance and
enrollnent 26

Building programs,
finance, and ad-

ministration 26
School calendar
for the year 18
P. T. A, 11
Extracurricular

activities 7

36 7 4 2 -

110 58 39 12 4

56 38 43 42 19

70 69 80 28 11

43 70 42 46 18

29 14 10 48

35 22 15 59

23 21 9 8 12

28 24 10 18 19

24 22 7 13 10

11

40

20

26

24
53

39

20

53
28

60

18

13

67
24

28
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It may be that the particular wording altered the
results, but the respondents left no doubt that their first
and utmost interest is their child's progress and achievemens.

The analysis of local newspaper articles of school news
revealed that no news items were printed during the first
semester classified as "pupill progress and achievement."

The second choice in desired school information was
"curriculum and methods of teaching." This rating was given
on the basis that 110 Ceres respondents, 29.56 per cent, rated
it thelr second choice. This rating represents the excep-
tion in the rank and order of the types of schoql news most
desired. But, thg investigator decided it was justified with
such a great nunber of second choices.

Invthe local newspaper analysis only one "curriculum®
? article with 106 lines appeared in the paper during the first
! semester of school. The 106 lines represent 4.4l per cent
of all school news printed during the period.

i The type of school information receiving third rank of
interest to citizens was "health of pupils," with 72 parents
making the selection, 19.35 per cent. No news ltems appeared
in local papers on this topic during the period.

"Discipline and behavior" rated fourth greatest interest

to Ceres citizens with 58 respondents, 15.59 per cent select-

: ing it. No news 1tems appeared on this subject—in localpapers — —

during the period.
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"Teachers and school officials" ﬁas the fifth greatest
interest in school news, according to Ceres parents, with 51
respondents, 13.70 per cent making the selection. There were
13 articles in the local newspapers on this subject with 422
lines which represented 17.56 per cent of all school news
published during the period. This means that "teachers and
school officials™ ranked second in amount of school news printed.

"Attendance and enrollment" was the sixth greatest school
news interest ofDCeres parents, with 26 respondents, 6.96 per
cent, making the selection., There were 4 articles in the local
newspapers on the subject with 190 lines totaling 7.91 per cent
of all school news published during the period. This means
that "attendaﬁce and enrollment" ranked fourth in amount of
school news printed during the period.

"Building programs, finance, and administration" was
the seventh choice of Ceres parents in school news, with 26
respondents, 6.96 per cent, making the selection., There were
7 articles of news on this subject printed in the local papers
with 312 lines totaling 12.99 per cent of all school news
printed during the period. This means that'building programs,

finance, and administration ranked third in emount of school

news printed during the period.

nSehool calendar for the year" was the elghth choice

in school news among Ceres parents with 18 respondents, 4.84

per cent,making the selection. No news items on this subject
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appeared in the local newspapers; Schoolvholidays are usually
‘announced in school bulletins sent home with children.

"P. T. A." news was ninth choice among Ceres parents
with 11 respondents, 2.96 per cent, making the selection.
There were 34 news items in loecal paﬁers on this subject witﬁ
863 lines totaling 35.93 per cent of all school news printed
during the period. This means that "P. T. A." ranked first
. in quantity of school news printed during the period.

"Extra-curricular activities™ was tenth cholce in school
news among Céres parents, with 7 respondents, 1.88 per cent
making the selection. There were no news items classified
as "extra-curridular activities" printed during the period.
This phase of the report on newspaper snalysis is in error
because there were news items about athletic events of the
Ceres Elementary Schools, but these were unintentionally not
- tallied in the study.

The lists on the following page éhoﬁ Farley's rank
order of interests in school news 1tems compared to the in-
terests of the Ceres parents. A remarkable thing about the

two lists of school news interests is that the rank order is

almost identical in both studies.

S
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Ceres
rank order of school
news interest.

Farley's
rank order of school
news interest.

(1)

(2)

(8)

(9)
(10)

Your c¢hilld's progress
and achievement

Curriculum and nmethods
of instruection

Health of éupils

Discipline and behavior
of pupils

Teachers and school
officials ’

Attendance-an& enroll-
ment

Building programs, fin-
ance, and administration

School calendar for the
year

P. T' .A.

Bxtra-curricular
activities

(1)

(2)

(3)
(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)
(13)

Pupil progress and
achievement

Methods of instruc-
tion

Heelth of pupils

Course of study
Value of education
Discipline and behavior

of pupils

Teachers and school
officers

Attendance
Buildings and building
programs

Business management and
administration

Board of education and
administration

Parent teacher association

Extra curriculum activities
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CHAPTER VI

BEST SOURCES OF SCHOOL INFORMATION

FCR CITIZENS OF CERES, CALIFORNIA

Section Three of the Ceres questionnaire listed the
various sources of school information and asked the respond-
ent to mark number one (1) for the source that had been most
satisfactory for him, to mark number two (2) for the source
of his second choice, number three (3) for his third choice,
and so on as far as possible. |

Table II reports the results of Section Three of the
questionnaire listed in order ranging from the most satis-

factory news source to the least satisfactory as reported

by the Ceres respondents.

"School news bulletins that are sent home" was the
overwhelming first cholce as most satisfactory schoél nevs
source reported by Ceres parents. A number of 203 respond-
ents, 54,57 per cent, selected it as their most satisfactory
gource of school information.

"Pupils" were selected as second best source of school
information with 82 Ceres respoundents, 22.04 per cent, making
the selection.

"School exhibits" rated third best source of school

news by 47 Ceres respondents, 12.63 per cent making the selec tion,
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TABLE II

SOURCES OF SCHOOIL NEWS
MOST SATISFACTORY TO RESPONDENTS
OF THE CERES QUESTIONWAIRE

Best Sources
1st 2nd drd 4th d5th 6th 7t%h

School bulletins that are

sent home 203 78 25 11 7 3 2
Pupils 82 106 67 26 15 3 1
School exhibits 47 26 48 37 43 29 15
Commercial néwspapers | 32 52 52 39 22 44 10
Teachers 31 56 67 38 37 14 5
P. T. A. : 23 45 45 36 31 31 15

Radio 7 20 33 12 10 30 87
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The "commercial press" rated fourth best source of
school news by 32 Ceres respondents, 8;60 per cent, making
the selection.

"Teachers" ranked fifth in sources of school news with
3l Ceres respondents, 8.33 per cent, making the selection.

"P, T. A." ranked sixth in sources of school news with
2% Ceres respondents, 6.18 per cent, making the selection.

"Radlo" ranked seventh among the sources of school
news to Ceres parents, with 7 respondents, 1.88 per cent, mak-
ing the selection.

There are many possible ideas that could be suggested
from these findings. Perhaps P. T. A. could be a more satis-
factory source if more parents attended the meetings. Prob-
ably the commercial press could rate higher if school ad-
ministrators maintained a greater program of school publicity
for the news publishers, since 89.52 per cent of the respond-
ents read the Modesto Bee and 44.70 per cent read the Ceres
Courier.

Since 75.8L per cent of the Ceres respondents attend
"Publie Schools Week," and Ceres parents rate "school exhibits™

third best source, perhaps more advantage could be tsken of

this annual event.

Teachers and administrators should always consider the

pupils as a continuous medium of school to home communication.
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Parents rate pupils as their second best source of school in-
formation, so pupils represent a great potential means of

accurate school %o home communication.




CHAPTER VII

CERES CITIZENS' GENERAL UNDERSTANDING
OF THEIR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Sections Four and Five of the questionnaire were con-
cerned with factual information about the local elementary
schools. Section Four attempted to determine the extent of
general knowledge the respondent has about the Ceres Elemen-
tary Schools. Section Five attempted to determine the respond-
ents' knowledge about special services provided by Ceres
Elementary Schéols.

In the two sections, four and five, there were twenty-
four correct answers possible. Some of the answers were estima-
tions. TFor example,

Question 1 of Séction Four stated: "Estimate the num-
ber of children attending Ceres Elementary Schools:

1,000 ) 1,200 ( ) 1,700 )
2,000 ) 2,200 ) o

The precise answer would be somewhere between 2,100 and
2,200 children, If a respondent marked either 2,000 or 2,200
it was considered a correct answer.

In scoring Sections Four and Five, if the respondent
answered all twenty-four questions correctly, his score would
be 24, His score would be indicated by the total number of

correct answers he gave. The following graph displays the curve

of distribution of scores among the 372 respondents.
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Figure 2 indicates that the majority of adults of the
Ceres Elementary School District are generally rather well
informed about school matters.

The curve with 1ts negative skew, its mean of 14,17 and
the peak at score 17, indicates a majority of respondents stand
at the high end of the scale.

Question 1 of Section Four stated: "Estimate the num~
ber of children attending the Ceres Elementary Schools:

1,000 ( ) 1,200 { ) 1,700 )
2,000 ( ) 2,200 ( )"

At the time of conducting the survey, the A.D.A, of
the school district was 2,139. Therefore, either 2,000 or
2,200 was congidered a correct answer. The 372 respondents
answered as follows:

Number Per cent No answer
Correct - 214 57 .53 27

Guestion 2 of Section Four stated: "Estimate the num-
ber of teachers employed in the Ceres Elementary Schools:

50 ( ) 55( ) 60 () 65 ()
70 ( ) 75 ( ) 80 ( ). "

A% the time of the survey, 69 teachers were currently
in the employment of the school district. Therefore, either
65 or 70 was considered a correct answer. The 372 respondents
answered as follows:

Number er cent — No answer
Correct ~ 117 31.45 25
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Question 3 of Section Four stated: "Estimate the aver-
age number of pupils in each elementary classroom in Ceres:
25 ( ) 30 ( ) 35 ( ) 40 () 45 (1 )."
The correct answer is 35, The 372 respondents answered
as follows:

Number Per cent No answer
Correct 187 50,27 14

Question 4 of Section Four stated: "How often do Ceres
Elementary Schools send home report cards per year?

Once ( )  Twice ( ) Three ( ) Four ( )
: Five {( ) six ( ).n

The correct answer is four. The 372 respondents answered

as follows:

Number Per cent No answer
Correct 278 V4,73 16

Question 5 of Section Four stated: “How are the Ceres
Elementary Schools supported? Local funds only ( )
State funds only ( )  TFederal funds only ( ) Local plus
state funds ( )  Local plus state plus federal funds ( )."
The correct answer is local plus state funds. The 372

respondents answered as follows:

Number Per cent No answer
Correct 184 49.46 32

Question 6 of Section Four stated: "Which statement

is %true?
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(a) All children in the Ceres Elementary Schools are
insured in case of accidental injury ( ).

(b) All children in the Ceres Elementary Schools are
insured in case of accidental injury caused by
faulty equipment or negligent staff ( ).

The correct answer is (b). The 372 respondents answer-

ed as follows:

Number Per cent No answér
Correct 269 72.31 31

Question 7 of Section Four stated: "Which statement

is true?

(a) The Ceres Elementary School District chiefly main-
tains its own library of supplementary and re-
sources materials ( ).

(b) The Ceres Elementary School District chiefly con-
tributes funds to the county schools library for
supplementary and resource materials ( )."

The correct answer is (b). The 372 respondents answered

as follows:

Number Per cent No answer
Correct 23% _ 63,71 57

Question 8 of Section Four stated: "“How many members
serve on the Ceres Elementary School Board?
Three ( ) Four { ) Five ( ) Six {( ) Seven ( )."
The correct answer is five. The 372 respondents answered

as follows:

Number Per cent No answer
Correct 132 35,48 46

Question 9 of Section Four stated: "Which of the fol.-

lowing describes the program of the Ceres Elementary Schools?
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Kindergarten through sixth (~__) Kindergarten through seventh
(___) Kindergarten through eighth (__) ZKindergarten through
ninth (___)." |
The correct answer is Kindergarten through eighth. The
372 respondents answered as follows:

Number Per cent No answer
Correct 276 74.19 20

Question 10 of Section Four stated: "Which of the Ceres
Elementary Schools operate cafeterias?

Caswell (__ ) Don Pedro (___) Whitmore (___ )"

The.correct answer i1s none. The correct response would
be to leave all choices blank.

The 372 respondents answered as follows:

* lonc AN i

: Number Per cent No answer
Correct 263 70,69

i Question 11 of Section Four stated: "California school
law requlres that a child to enter kindergarten in September
must be five years old on or before what date?

; Sept. lst (__ ) Sept.2nd (__ ) Dec. 1st (__)
¢ Dec. 2nd (___) Jan. 1st (___) Jan. 2nd (__ )"

% The correct answer is December 2nd. The 372 respond-

ents answered as follows:

. Nunmber Per cent No answer
Correct 78 50,06 53

Section Five of the questionnaire listed special ser-

vices provided by some school distrlcts and asked the Tespond= —— —
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ent to indicate the services provided by Ceres Elementary
School District.
| The 1ist of services that appeared in the questionnaire

and the number of correct answers by the 372 respondents follows:

Number of
Correct Correct
Answer Responses Per centg

(a) Special classes for

deaf and hard of hear-

ing children Yes 263 70.69
(b) Special classes for men-~

tally retarded children Yes 216 58.06
(¢) Special classes for

children with speech Yes 295 79.30

problems
(a) special training for

visually handicapped

children _ Yes 83 22,31
(e) Private instructions

for children interest-

ed in instrumental

" musioc Yes 135 36.29

(f) Home teachers for child-

ren who because of dis-

ability or long illness

cannot attend school Yes 156 41.94
(g) school nurse ' Yes 349 93.81
(h) School doctor , No 124 33,33
(1) Special art teacher Yes 253 638.01
(j) Special vocal musiec

teacher Yes 242 65.05
(k) Elementary school band Yes 899 — — 80.38
(1) School psychologist Yes 157 42,20 -

(m) School dentist No 139 | 37.37
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Sections Four and Five of the questionnaire were in-
tended to help determine how extensively the adults of Ceres,
California are informed about local school matters.
In Section Four of the questionnaire the three ques-
tions that rated the highest number of correct responses were:

(1) How often do Ceres Elementary Schools send home
report cards per year?
With 278 correct answers: 74.73 per cent.

(2) Which of the following describes the program of
the Ceres Elementary Schools? Kindergarten through
sixth - Kindergarten through seventh - Kindergarten
through eighth - Kindergarten through ninth?
Viith 276 correct answers: 74.19 per cent.

(3) Which of the Ceres Elementary Schools operate
cafeterias? Caswell - Don Pedro - Whitmore.
With 263 correct answers: 70.69 per cent.

The three questions of Section Four that rated the

least number of correct answers were:

(1) California school law requires that a child to enter
Kindergarten in September must be five years old on
or before what date?
September lst -~ September 2nd
December lst - December 2nd
January lst - January 2nd
With 78 correct answers: 20,96 per cent,

(2) Estimate the number of teachers euployed by Ceres
Elementary Schools.
50 = 55 - 60 - 65 -~ 70 - 75 ~ 80
With 117 correct answers: 31.45 per cent.

(3) How many members serve on the Ceres Elementary

School Board%?
Three - Four - Five - Six - Seven.
35.48 per cent.

With 132 correct answers:
- v

Section Five of the questionnaire listed special ser-

vices and asked the respondent to indicate the ones he



believed were provided by the Ceres Elementary Schools.
The three special services which rated the highest
number of correct answers were: .

(1) School nurse. With 349 correct ansvwers: 93.81 per
cent.

(2) Elementary school band. :
With 299 correct answers: 80.38 per cent.

(3) Special classes for children with speech diffi-
culties.
With 295 correct answers: 79.30 per cent,
All three gservices above are provided by Ceres Elemen-~
tary Schools,: \
The three special services which parents seemed leasﬁ

aware of were:

(1) Special training for visually handicapped children.
With 83 correct answers: 22.31 per cent,

This vision service is a county office service
provided in Ceres Elementary Schools as often as
it 1s needed.

(2) Private instruction for children interested in
instrumental music. With 135 correct answers:
36.29 per cent, :

(3) School psychologist. With 157 correct answers:
- 42.20 per cent.

Ceres Elementary School District has a psycholo-
gist two days per week.

There were 126 respondents, 33.87 per cent, that earned
17 points or higher for their score on Sectiwms Four and Five,
indicating that they represent the best informed one-thirda =~ ==

of all respondents.
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To attempt to determine if there is any particular
fact about these best informed respondents, the investigator
has established the following information about ﬁhem.

In the total response to question 2 of Section One of
the questionnaire, ("In what grades do you have children in
Ceres Elementary Schools?"), there was a total of 626 pupils
represented. For this top third group of respondents, there
were 218 pupils represented, or %4.82 per cent of the total
response., Thus, the top 33.87 per cent of the respondents
represent 34,82 per cent of the pupils represented.

The following list indicates the numbers of pupils
in each grade level, represented by this top 33.87 per cent
of respondents, as compared to numbers of pupils in each grade

represented by all respondents:

K 1 2 %3 4 5 6 7 8 Total

Number of pupils re- _

presented by all re- :

spondents 71 84 .73 84 74 63 60 65 50 626
Number of pupils re- '

presented by top

33.87 per cent 20 27 28 27 30 25 16 24 21 218
Per cent 28 32 38 32 40 40 27 37 42 34.82

This means that the respondents, generally best in-

formed about school matters, have more children—in Gredes 2, —

4, 5, 7, and 8 than most other respondents. This could be



W
understandable that parents who have had dealings with the
school for the most number of years are best informed.

The following outline indicates the numbefs of respond-
ents from the top 33.87 per cent group that attended "Publio
Schools Week" exhibits last year in Ceres, as compared to the

number of total respondents attending the same exhibits:

Caswell Don Pedro Whitmore Total

Number of total re-~
spondents attending
"Publie Schools Week" 130 45 143 318

Number of respondents
in the top %3.87 per
cent group attending
"Public Schools Week" 41 18 66 125

Per cent 31.54 40.00 46.15 39.31

From the above it is learned that the top 33.87 per cent
group represents 39.31 per cent of the "Public Schools Veek"
attendance. It is also learned that of the parents that at-
tended Whitmore "Public Schools Week," 46,15 per cent fall into
the top 33.87 per cent group.

Continuing to identify this top 33.87 per cent group
of the respondents, the following outline indicates the nuabers
of respondents of this group attending various numbers of P.T.4,

meetings last year in Ceres, as compared with the numbers of
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all respondents attending the same number of P, T. A. meetings:

Number of P. T. A. meetings attended last year

Liore
Than No
1 2 3 4 4 DNome pns, Total

Number of the
total respondents
attending P.T.A.
meetings 40 42 24 15 69 162 19 371
Number of 33.87
per cent group
attending P.T.A.
neetings 16 15 7 S 37 43 3 126
Per cent 40 36 29 33 54 27 16 33.96

From the above it is learned that the 33.87 per cent
top group represents 33.96 per cent of all P. T. A. attenders.
This may mean that P. T. A. attenders, generally, are no better
>1nformed than non-attenders. But, there is significance in
that 53.62 per cent of the group that attended more than four
P. T. A, meetings are among the best informed 33.87 per cent
group.

Since this seems to be of considerable significance,
let us attempt to learn who these parents are’that attended
more than four P. T. A. meetings last year.

The following graph indicates the number of pupils in

each grade represented by all respondents, as compared with

the numbers of pupils in each grade represented by those par

ents attending more than four P. T. A. meetings last year.
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Thils curve in Figure 3 may mean that those parents
attending more than four P. T. A. meetings are largely re-
presenting pupils from Grades two, three, and foﬁr.

Puplls of kindergarten, first, fifth, sixth, seventh,
and elghth grades are less represented among P. T. A. attenders.

The following illustration indicates the number of re-
spondents in the top 33.87 per cent group that read the
Modesto Bee and the Ceres Courier, as compared with the total

respondents that read the same papers.

Modesto Ceres
Bee Courier
Number of total respondents that read
the newspapers 391 163
Number of the top 33.87 per cent group
that read the newspapers 107 82
Per cent | 33,33 50,31

From the above it is learned that the 33.87 per cent
top group represents 33.33 per cent of the Modesto Bee readers.
It is also learned that the same 33.87 per cént group represents
50.31 per cent of the Ceres Courler readers that responded to

the questionnaire.

In an effort to reach some generalizations about this

~_ best informed group of 33.87 per cent of the respondents, let

us summarize the following information:
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(1) The best informed group, 33.87 per cent of the re-
spondents, represent 34.82 per cent of all child-
ren represented.

(2) Parents best informed generally represenf pupils
in fourth grade to eighth grade.

(3) Of the parents that attended more than four P.T.A.
neetings last year 53.62 per cent fall into this
33.87 per cent group.

(4) The parents that attended more than four P.T.A.
meetings last year largely represent pupils from
Grades two, three, and four.

(5) O0f the respondents that read Ceres Courier, 50.31
per cent fall into this 33.87 per cent group.

From the foregoing information, the investigator at-

tempts to venture some generalizations to identify the par-

ents generally best informed about local school matters.

The following outline indicates the general results of

the attenmpt.

GRADE LEVEL

i

Group I
8 ) Best informed group of parents, largely because
they have had association with the schools for a
7 { greater number of years than other parents.
6{ They are not particularly P.T.A. attenders, they

read the Ceres Courier, they represent more pupils
5 per family, and attend Whitmore "Public Schools

Week" exhibits.

Group II

Second best informed group of parents, they have
not been associated with schools as long as Group

I, but they are the P.T.A. attenders.

G

Group IIT

Third best informed parents. They have not been
associated with schools as long as Group I or II,
they are not particularly P.T.A. attenders.

=
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CHAPTER VIII

LOCAL NEWSPAPER COVERAGE OF CERES
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS

During the first semester of the school year, all local

school news published in the two local papers was recorded and
classified to attempt an evaluation of the news and compare
news printed with news most desired by the patrons. One of
the local papers is a daily and the other is a weekly.

In the questionnaire used in this study, the investiga-
tor classified school news in the following categories:

(a) Your child's progress and achievement, |

(b) Gurribulum and methods of instructions.

(¢c) Health of pupils.

(d) Discipline and behavior of pupils.

(e) Teachers and school officials.

(f) Attendance and enrollment.

(g) Building programs, finance, and administration.

(n) P. T. A.

(i) Extra curriculwn activities.

(j) School calerdar for the year.

During the semester a total of 70 news items with 2402

lines of Ceres Elementary School news appéared in the local

)

papers and the following table imdicates the number of nes

devoted to the various categories:



TABLE III

'NUMBER OF LINES OF CERES SCHOOL NEWS

APPEARING IN LOCAL PAPERS DURING FIRST

SEMESTER OF 1955-56 SCHOOL YEAR
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v ]
re—1

Number .
Articles Lines Per cent
(1) P. T. A. 34 863 35.928
(2) Teachers and school
officials 13 422 17.56
(3) Building programs, finance
and administration 7 312 12.989
(4) Attendance and enrollment 4 190 7.91
(5) Curriculum and methods
of instruction 1 106 4,412
(6) Your child's progress
and achievement ] 0 0
(7) Health of pupils 0 0 0
(8) Discipline and behavior
of pupils 0] 0 0
(9) Extra-curricular activities O 0 0
(10) School calendar for the year O 0 0
70 2402 99.989
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By way of comparison, the following lists show the rank

order of Ceres school news published in local papers and the

rank order of school news most desired by Ceres parents:

Rank order of school news
desired by Ceres parents

Rank order of all Ceres school
news published in local papers

(1)

(2)

(9)

Your child's progress
and achievement
76.60 per cent

Curriculum and methods
of teaching
29.56 per cent

Health of pupils
19.35 per cent

Discipline and béhavior
15.59 per cent

Teachers and school
officials
13.70 per cent

Attendance and enrollment
6.96 per cent

Building programs, fin-
ance, and administration
6.96 per cent

School calendar for the
year
4,84 per cent

P, T. A,
2.96 per cent

(10) Extra-curricular for the

(1)

(2)

(3)

(4)

(9)

P. T. A,
35.93 per cent

Teachers and school officials
17.56 per cent

Building programs, finance,
and administration
12.99 per cent

Attendance and enrollment
7.91 per cent

Curriculum and methods of
instruetion
4.41 per cent

Your child's progress and
achievement
zero per cent

Health of pupils
zero per cent

Discipline and behavior of
pupils
zero per cent

Extra-curricular activities
zoro per cent

- (10) School calendar for the year

year ——  —————— zero per cent

1.88 per cent




A R e T s e

55

Jacobson and Reavis stated that "any discrepancy be-~
tween news printed and news desired does not imply that news
least desired should be minimized, It would rather mean that
desired news should be provided regularly."1

In a speech to Modesto teachers Dr. Ciark Robinson
stated, "It is the responsibility of the school administration
to provide a continuous flow of school news to the local papers.
It is not the responsibility of the press to root out school

news for itself."?

Dr. Robinson stated further, "School news should be

simple, understandable, yet accurate."®

1 Jacobson and Reavis, 92; cit., p. 729,

2 pr. Clark Robinson in a speech to Modesto teachers,
Modesto, California, February 28, 1956,

3 Ibid.




CHAPTER IX
SUMMARY AND RECCMMENDATIONS

In summarizing this report about school-to-home communi-
cation, it is well to review the objectives of the study:

1. How accurately and extensively do adults of the
community know their elementary schools?

2. ¥What are the various sources by which adults of the
comnunity receive school information?

3., What types (categories) of school information do
citizens desire most?

4. What types of school news items appear most freaquently

in the local newspapers, and how accurate and effec-
~tive are they? '

How accurately and extensively do adults of the community,

Ceres, Galifofnia, know thelr elementary schools? Generally

speaking, the adults of Ceres were rather well ihformed about
their elementary schools. More than one-third of the adults
answered 70 per cent or more of the factual questions correctly
on the Ceres questionnaire.

The areas of school information in which parents seemed
t0 be best informed were:

(a) Report cards.

(b) School nurse program.

(c¢) Elementary school band,

(d) Speech correction program.

The areas of school information in which parents seemed
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to be least informed were:

(a) School law.

(b) School board organization.

(c) School psychologist's program.

(d) Training of visually handicapped.

(e) Curriculum materials.

Parents of children in fifth grade to eighth grade were
generally best informed. This could be due to their longer
assoclation with school affairs than in the case of parents of
younger children. The parents of fifth grade children also
represented the largest per cent of the readers of Ceres Courier.
They were not the P. T. A. attenders.

Parents of children in grades two, three, and four, ﬁere
generally the sécond best informed about school matters. They
represented the largest per cent of P. T. A, attenders. These
parents, generally, represented a smaller per cent of the Ceres
Courier readers.

The least informed were the parents of kindergarten and
first grade children. These ﬁad been associated with the school
for the shortest period of time, and generally, were not the
leading P. T. A, apténders, nor did they represent a high per
cent of the Ceres Courler readers.

There were 92.47 per cent of the respondents to the

Ceres questionnaire who were satisfled with the teaching of

the basic 3-r's in the Ceres Elementary Schools.
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Theroe were 90.06 per cent of the respondents who were
satisfied with Cergs Elementary School publicity as it had
been provided. '

There were 80.91 per cent of the respondents who were
registered voters.

There were'22.55 per cent of the respondents who at-
tended more than four P, T. A. meetings last year in Ceres,
and 48.66 per cent who attended no P. T. A. meetings.

There were 75.81 per cent of the respondents who at-
tended "Public Schools Week" at one or more Ceres schools in
1954-55. |

There were 89.52 per cent of the respondents who read

the Modesto Bee; 44.70 per cent read the Ceres Courier.

There were 62.37 per cent of the respondents who listened

to local radio‘newscasts, with 50 per cent listening to KTRB.
Of the 1,061 questionnaires mailed out to parents of

Ceres, 372 respounses were recelved, or 35.06 per cent.

What are the various sources by which adults of Ceres,

California, recelve their school information? The rank order

of the most satisfactory sources of school information as re=-

ported by the respondents of the Ceres questionnaires is as

follows:

Ek%%%ehee&—buiiexinsgxha$4aregsenj ome ~ 54,57 per cent.

(2) Pupils - 22.04 per cent.
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(3) School exhibits ~ 12.63 per cent.

(4) Commercial press - 8,60 per cent.

(5) Teachers - 8.33 per cent.

(6) P. T. A. - 6.18 per cent.

(7) Radio ~ 1.88 per cent.

From the above findings it is noted that:parents rated
"Pupils" as their second best source; therefore, teachers and
administrators should take full advantage of this medium and
provide pupils with accurate information about the schools
regularly.

The findings also suggest that with "school exhibits®
third in the rank, and with 75.81 per cent of the respond- |
ents attending "Public Schools Week," perhaps much advantage
may be derived from these annual events,

Perhaps “commeroial press" would rate higher if Ceres
school administrators would maintaln a greater flow of school
news to the press. _

As reported in Chapter ViII, 1t is the responsibility
of the school to provide regular school news, and not the re-

sponsibility of the press to seek out the news for itself.

Vihat types of school information do citizens of Ceres,

California desire most? The rank order of most desired school

;4‘*""ﬁéﬁ§‘ﬁ§‘fépcrted4by%the—respendentS—teAxhegcepes4quasﬁiggngi;ngxg\‘g‘g\‘g\i

is as follows:
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(1) Your child's progress - 76.60 per cent. S

g (2) Curriculum and methods of instruction - 29.56
: : per ceny. '

(3) Health of pupils - 19.35 per cent.
(4) Discipline and behavior of pupils - 15.59 per cent.
(5) Teachers and school officials ~ 13.70 per cent.

(6) Attendance and enrollment =~ 6.96 per cent.

! (7) Building programs, finance, end administration -
6.96 per cent.

(8) School calendar for the year - 4.84 per cent.

(9) P. T. A. - 2.96 per cent.

! (LO) Extra-curricular activities - 1.88 per cent.
The first choice, "your child's progress," is informa-
tion of the type generally relayed to parents via report cards

and by parent teacher conference. It would not be expected

g that newspapers or bulletins would play a significant roll in

this communication. School exhibits, however, could be effec-

: tive in this matter.
; "Curriculum and methods of instruction," being the

second greatest interest of Ceres parents, could be presented

through many channels of communication. One very effective

medium for this would be P, T. A. programs. P. T. A, was not
rated as a highly satisfactory source of school information,

;““*“\but—a\reia%iveiy\smaii‘percentage of parents participated.

However, the Ceres Elementary School District is planning to
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build multi-pupose rooms at each of its schbols, and this
may have a stimulating effect on P. T. A. attendance. In
reality, the P. T, A. has presented many programs devoted to
curriculum and methods of instruction, but few parents have
attended the meetings to reap the benefits. The new rooms
for parent gatherings will see a great improvement in the
effectiveness of this medium of communication.

Health of pupils is another favorite type of school
information, and, to present this to parents, many media of
communication can effectively be used such as the local press,

leaflets or bulletins, P. T. A. programs, school exhibits, and

pupils themselves.

Vihat types of school news items appear most frequently

in the school newspapefs? The rank order of quantity of Ceres

Elementary School news printed in the local newspapers, as

determined by analysis of all school news published during the -

first semester of the school year 1955-56 is as follows:

No. of items Lines Per cent
(L) P. 7. A. 34 863 35,928
(2) Teachers and school
officials 13 422 17.56
(3} Building programs, finance
administration. — — — 7%— — 32— 12,989
4 190 7.91

(4) Attendance & enrollment

(5) Curriculum and methods of

instruction 1 106 4,412
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This list pertaining to school news printed, page 61,

is not complete. A more detailed classification of the news
articles is necessary for several reasons. For example:

1. Athletic news was not included and should fall into
extra-curricular class.

- 2., Some articles contained several types of school news
but were classified according to the main topic only.

As reported in Chapter II, any discrepancy between news
printed and news most desired does not imply that news least
desired should be minimized. It would rather mean that desired
news should be provided regularly.

According to the study guide prepared for the Califérnia
Conference on Education, the public is not getting the kind of
news it most wants about its schools from its local newspapers,
and the public knows the kind of news it would like to have
published. |

The findings of the local survey indicate that “"curric-
ulum and methods of instruction" along with curriculum mater-
ials, ranked high in the order of parent interest, but-low in
the extent of parents' knowledge about the schools. The
analysis of school news printed indiceted that this sub ject
accounted for only 4.4 per cent of the total school news in
the press. Therefore, 1t is suggested by the investigator that‘

the school provide the local press with more information of this

type without detracting from other types of school news.
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Recommendations

In view of the various findings of the survey, the
following recommendations are presented.
§ With the current problems of school financing, it is
; more important than ever in history that the public understand
: the school and its program. The P. T. A. is capable of pre-
! senting well~p}anned programs of interpretation to its many
members if the® school and its staff will provide the facilities,
the information, and the materials necessary for the progrem.
5 The schools should provide the meeting place, the printing
facilities necded, the services of its professional staff,

curriculum materials, and should cooperate in every way possi-

g 8+

ble with this most important parent group.

The school should provide desired school news regu-

larly %o the press. In Ceres, nearly all of the respondents
in the survey read the daily paper and nearly one-half read
the weekly paper.

The parents indicated that the local press and P. T, A.
were not their most satisfactory sources of school news, but
% the investigator suggests that these two agencies could be
é mére effective if given every possible opportunity by the

school. The national and state P. T. A, organizations pro-

3 vide adequate training courses for local officers and members.
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The press has professional editors capable and ready to serve
the school to the extent that the school will allow then.

The school should make full use of the effectiveness
of "school exhibits" regularly and especially at "Publie
Schools Week™" events.

School bulletins, which may be in the form of leaf-
lets, school news letter or newspaper were rated most satis-
factory by many of the respondents, and should be prepared
regularly. The P. T. A. may help in this department, too,
by their mon%hly "Nevisette."

Teachers and administrators should regularly provide
pupils with certain school information since parents rated
the pupils as their second most satisfactory source of school
information.

The investigator suggests that the school continue to
give the same regular news i1t has always provided to the com-
munity with particular emphasis on "eurriculum and methods of
instruction" and "pupil health." The school should do every-
thing possible to improve continuously the effectiveness of
its program of reporting "pupil progress" to parents,

This étudy has the weaknesses and limitations of the
questionnaire technique, but the data, as collected, have
been categorized and interpreted as objectively as possible.

Tt is believed that the findings may be of value to elementary

school staffs who are seeking better methods for keeping the

public informed about 1ts gchools.
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53 Margaret Way

JOSEPH B. STANFORD

Ceres, California

NovembBer 2, 1955

Dear Reader:

Attached you will find a list of questions, the purpose of which is to
determine {1} how adequate the publicity program has been for the Ceres
Elementary Schools, (2) where citizens of the community receive most of their
local school information and (3) what types ©of school information inferests

citizens the most.

It would be of great help to me if you would fill in the questionnaire and

1eturn it to me, in the enclosed stamped envelope as soon as possible.

You are not expected to know all the correct answers. Just check the
answers you believa are most nearly correct, and feel free to insert any com-

ment you care fo.

The questionnaire is to be used in connection with a thesis project in
partial fulfillment of a Master's Degree program undertaken by me at the

College of the Pacific, Stockton, California.

I have received full permission from the Superintendent of the Ceres Ele-
menfary School District and from the Board of Trustees of the school district,

to send out this questionnaire. ’

You are not required to sign the questionnaire, all questionnaires are

identical and there is no way for me to determine who answered the questions.

Sincerely yours,

Joe Stanford

Teléphone 71153
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SECTION ONE

Are you a registered voter? Yes (...} No{..)
In what grades do you have children in
the Ceres Elementary Schools?

How often did you visit and observe a Ceres
Elementary classroom last year? Once (...)
Twice (..) More than twice (..} None (..)

How many PTA meetings did you attend last
year? One {..) Two (..) Three (...} Four (...)
More than four {..) None (...

Did you attend “Public Schools Week" last
year in Ceres? s

Caswell Yes (...} No {...)
Don Pedro Yes (....) No (...}
‘Whitmore Yes (...) No (..}

Are you a regular reader of:
Modesto Bee? Yes (...) No {...}
Ceres Courier? Yes {....) No (...}

. Are Yod a regular listener to local radio

revwscasts? Yes (..) No (..}

If the answer is yés, to which station do
you generally listen? KTRB (...} KBOX (.
KMOD (..) KTUR (..)

Do vyou think the Ceres Elementary Schools
are doing a good, average or poor job of
teaching the basic 3-R's, (reading, writing
and arithmetic)? -

Good {..) Average (..} Poor {..)

Coomment ...

. Do you think the Ceres Elementary Schools

are doing a good, aversge or poor job with
school publicity?
Cood (...) Average (...}

Comment ........

Poor (...}

SECTION TWO

The following is a list of the various types

of school information. Atfempt to rate them ac-
cording to the type of information that interests
you most. Mark number one (1) for the type
that interests you most. Mark number two (2}

for the type of informatior of your second choice,
and number three (3) for third interest, and so

on as far as possible:

~3

10.

11.

SECTION FOUR

. Estimate the number of children atiencing

the Ceres Elementary Schools: 1,000 (..}
1,200 (...) 1,500 (..) 1,700 {..)
2,000 {..) 2,200 (..).

. Estimate the number of teachers employed

55 (..) 60 (...) 65 (...) 70 (..) v5{..) 80 {..)

e

in the Ceres Elementary Scheols: 50 (..}

. Estimate the average number of pupils in

each elementary classroom in Ceres: 25 {...)
30 () 35 () 40 () 45 (L.).

. How often do Ceres Elementery Schools send

home report cards per year? Once (...)

Twice {...) Three {..).. Four (.., Five (..}
Six (...).

. How are the Ceres Elementary 3chools sup-

ported? Local Funds only (..) State funds
only (...) Federal funds only (..} Local
plus state funds (...) Local plus state
plus federal funds (...).

. Which statement is true?

(a) All children in the Ceres Elemeniary
Schools are insured in case of acci-
dental injury [..).

(b) All children in the Ceres Elementary
Schools are insured in case of acciden-
tal injury caused by faulty equipment
or negligent siaff (..).

. Which statement is true?

{a} The Ceres Elemeniary Schoo! District
chiefly maintains its own library of
supplementary and resource materials {_...)

(b} The Ceres Elementary Schoo! District
chiefly contributes funds to the countvy
schools library for supplementary and
resource materials (...},

. How many members serve on the Ceres
( 3
!

Elementary School Board? Three {...) Four
Five (..) Six (..} Seven [..).

. Which of the following describes ithe pro-

gram of the Ceres Elementary Schools?

Rindergarten through sixth (...) Kindergarten
through seventh (...) Kindergarten through
eighth (....) RKindergarten through ninth (...}

Which of the Ceres Elementary Schools
owerate cafeterias?

Caswell {...) Don Pedro (...) Whitmore (...}

)
California school law requires that a child
to enter kindergarten in September must be
five vears old on or hefore what Aate?
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