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INTRODUCTION

The unity of Vestern Europe has not yet approached
the political, economic; and religious entity realized
under the Romah Empire. Nor is it likely to duplicate

. such a centralized and authoritative baéis‘of‘oréanization.

‘It is the purpose of this paper to explore Buropean

economic assoclation on the basis of co-opération rather

than dominance. For this purpose historical cornerstones

" of economic do-operation and commercial endeavor will be

‘discussed.

The disintegration of the Romen Empire brought
chaos to Western Europe in most respects.’.Ecénomic
activity which had flourished under the legsl institutions,
the engineering achievements, and above all the security‘

of the Pax Romana withered and shrank., During the dark

centuries that followed, the Christian Church survived as

the only significant unifying legacy of Rome., Fragmentary

‘heritages of various sorts did exist, some'remaining

until the present time, in such areas as language, law,

and coinage.,

Like the Roman State itself, the Romen Church

provided a unity based upon authority rather then co-

é%

e
I



X1i
operation. PFew of the exploratory efforts to re-establish

commercialvcommunication met with immediate success, Trial,

error, and adaptation provided the key to a new extension
of economic organization. ) .

'The'institution of the Medieval Fair produced | )
one of‘fﬁé‘matn~orgénized‘aienues of commerce 1n;Northern‘ ‘ -
‘EBurope for several centuries during ﬁhe Dark Ages. Merchants -
frequenting these fairs followed the overland routes that W
- had been established by the Romans. vThoseMwho developed

| & maritime commerce had to cope with piracy and Arab control

of the seas for some time.

o

|

In the following chapters the fair itself will be

(P NERON] (Y0 R H B

discussed, and then a brief history will be presented of

i

each of several groups of treders, all of whom had direct

assoclations with the fair, and contributed to the

ETAeH
(A

I

renaissance of European commerce. They wiil be considered

1!‘

in the order of the importance of their comnection with
the falr to them. Curiously, of these people the most
dependent upon the fair with its Christisn religious

bR R |

'aSSociations, were the Jews, and the least dependent

on fhe falr connection were the Templars, a militant,

Christian Order.
Although only the Jews could be classified as

caravan merchants exclusively, all of these various

~ exponents of merchandising encountered one another at
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|

xiii
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" the great fairs within compatible periods of time, The

LT

1
|

- Frisiens preferred meritime to overland commerce, as did

R

thelr successors, the Hanse. The Templars, of course,

T

had both land and sea routes with the appropriate

equipment and personnel to insure their success.’

WﬁQ;;?fHowever,‘slgcé\tbﬁiz§E§n.°§ﬁ°9§m8rcia}\affifitf[(wa}ffg\ﬁf\;\*\ :
' and thirteenth centuries) was so much shorter than that | e
of the 6thers, (Jews, eighth to fourteenth century, 7
 vFr1s1ans sixth to ninth century, and HanSe twelfth to
1 sixteegth century) their total impact, on land especially,
was relatively less,

Needless to say commerce in the Mediterranean

stili flourished, tooj; but it wés under the auspices

of Arab and Itallan entrepreneurs, who were relatively
unconcerned with what was happening iﬁ Northern and v : i
IWestern Burope. One greét product of the North commanded

~ a market in Italy and the Arab world, This was cloth, | .

wools and.lihens and sometimes the raw materials from

I

~which the textiles were made, The merchents and financiers

I

of the Medlterrenean world seem to have been content to

let the caravan merchants, many of whom were Jews, bear the

BRI

rigors_ofjtraversing the Alps to convey cloth south and

Eastern products northward to the great fairs,

L
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Among them the individusls and groups who
pursued trade not only revived the_oollapsed'commerce~
known to the Roman world, but provided the framework
for modern commercial and financial acﬁivity and co=

operation. Their motives were, no doubt, selfish,

sIﬁéé‘basic*human—seifﬂ%ﬂ£e¥est\isgagggmmanding‘ﬁggggiﬁg;

The results, however, were liberating, both soclially

~and politically, as well as economically. Thus the

Medieval commercial heritage is enjoyedvnot«only in

1 the lands of North and West Europe, but in the Western

Hemisphere as well today. It seems singularly important

in eXplaining political as well as economic developments

" of the twentieth cehtury.'
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CHAPTER I

THE FUNCTION OF 'THE MEDIEVAL FAIR IN PROMOTING
EUROPEAN COMMERCIAL CO-OPERATION

Just—as—seme—eha%ae$er%sxigs;gf the fairsiof the
.anoient world were reflected in the‘oorrééponding medievai
institutions, certain features of medieval fairs can be
recognized in modern business law, custom, and practice.

| An impoftant contrast must be recalled, however, before
asSuming parallel chains of connection--the matter of
continuity. While recognizing the indirécﬁ heritage

of the Romen world, and bhrough Rome the world of Gréece,
1t is diffioult indeed to establish & line of immediate
éssooiation between ancient and medieval fairs., On the
,cher hand, the transition from medieval to:modern times,
ﬁarticularly in thé ﬁatters of commexrce and business,

was one of relatively unbroken development,

The derivation of the word igig hes some
interesting historical implications, According to
Walford, both ggggg,.marketplace, and feriae, holidays,
accbunt for our word falr and the French fglgg, The

economic and religious elements both required a certain -




degree of personal safety, which in turn demanded the

suspension of hostilities. This was as true of the

ancient world as of the medieval. Commerce accompanied
feligious festivals in Greece, such as the quadrennial

games at Olympia, the spring celebrations at Delphi, and
;f';yiﬁﬁﬁé‘ﬁﬁtumn;festivitiesat‘Therﬁopylae¢1¥\\ﬁﬁ¥\;;;\\;¥\ﬁ;\\\\fg;‘;

, Before turning to medieval falrs, it is of ihterest :

Yo notice that despite the important’religiéus association, i

| the supranational or supraregional framewotk within which

the fairs of the ancient world took place was the state,

L P R W

|

or in the case of Greece, a league of citysstates, while

b during the Middle Ages the supraregionai institution was

|

ik W 1:;1[(1; TR

the church. , _
The earliest thriving‘med;eval_fairs appear to - | =
ha#e developed in northern Europe, and according to ' 'ii
Boiséonnade often coincided with pllgrimages--in the case o
-of Troyes from the fifth century onward, while St. Denis s
drew traders'for four months of the year after 629 A, D.% éé
’ Fivé or six years later Dagobert I; who hed inétitﬁted %%

_the fair, dedlicated the tolls and revenues to the Besilica

1Corne11us Walford, Falrs Past and Present s
Chapter in the History of Commerce (London: Elliot.
tock, 1883), PPe 2, . : =

B 2p, Bolssonnade, Life and Work in Medieval Europe -
(Londons: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner & Co., 1927), 110, ==

A
)




———_van,
QLML Ulaas 8
\\h“—‘\“‘*ﬁ“‘t*"\\\e—‘\\\e_n\‘;n_ﬁ\\¥_ﬁi\\

and that 1n general the sites of falrs are not great cities

_ feirs, Verlinden has indicated that the recurring and

T3 \[’:X]I[‘.IPT\HIIEEH'.I‘. RIS

]

of St. Denis,?
According to Walford, St. Basil at the close of

.L'”I.‘\!‘J‘Lg}:‘ d

the sixth centuiy complained that his own church was
| 4

profaned by public fairs held at the martyr's shrines.

Further indication of the connection between religion

nd—this form of commerce is the use of the German words .
Messe to signify both Mass and fair,

Although today we are 1ikely to 1dentify St. Denis

with Paris and think of Troyes as a city in its own right,

Pirenne points our that falrs lacked a permanent character,

today.6 Agreeing that towns aid not owe their genesis to

prolonged residence of merchants did bring great. wealth ;N
to towns.’ Walford stressed that during this time (eighth §;

3O Verlinden, "Markets and Falrs," The ‘Cambridge
Economic History of Europe (Cembridge; University Press,

1963, III,120.
,MWalford, loc. cit.

R i

: 5Henri,Daniel—Rops, Cothedral and Crusade (Garden
Citys Image Books, 1963), I, 319.

6 . .
. Henrl Pirenne, Medieval Cities, Their Orlgin and
the Revival of Trade (New York: Doubleday and Co., 1925), p. 98.

I
|

7Verlinden, op. cit., p. 153.

[N



n
and ninth centuries) towns were chiefly inhabited by
the higher clefgy and some artisans, while the nobility
resided on its landed estates orlat court; the monks
WereAin scattered monasteries, and_fhe peasants were

8 Pirenne mentioned that the qities

bound to the land.
lowest ebb of trade weekly narkets and sometimes annuel
fairs occurred nearby.9

The great impetus to markets and falrs occurred -
when the northern barbarisns came into contact with the

vestiges of Roman civilization.lo Despite uncomplimentary

‘contemporary descriptions of these savage peoples (Tacitus

excepted), which emphasized their potential for destructive-
hess, their successful adaptations of the Roman system, o
indluding acceptance of the principle of private property,

led to the evolutidn_of manor and villa, the predominant

“rural organization of the Middle Ages,l rand their acceptance

8

10 '
P. Huvelin, Droit Des Merches & Des Foires (Paris:

Arthur Rousseau, 1897), p. 19.

l]'Roy‘C. Cave end Herbert H. Coulson, A Source Book
for Medieval Economic History (New Yorks. The Bruce Publishing

Co., 1936), p. 3.

ST OO W 0 s R DML

i

Walford, op. cit., p. 244, ‘ 9Pirenhe, op. cit., Dp. 46,

R
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5
- of Chriétianity made the church the most stalwart of
medieval institutions, |
The formel and legal establishment of a fair
involved considerable co-operation between church and
state, and consequently provided beneflts ﬁhat could
r‘t*hefa%%ained—undeéﬁgon;ligting\glglm§;4¥ihﬁ‘IQQ§}¥§E§EE
might be made to a churchman or lord, usually upon payment
of a fée for the privilege of holding the:fair. The lord
 ‘or churchman in turn extracted svecific feeéﬁfrdm
‘participating merchants, but the usual feudal dues,
taxes, restrict;ons, and tolls were lifted, and merchants
were exempted also from arrest for prior offenses for

the duration of the fair. The specific fees each merchant

. might pay would vary in accordance with the  size and duration

of the fair, but would usually include rental (of space),
sales tax, and minor fees for the use of standard weights
and measﬁreé, as well as Tor notary services,

| As Walford expressed it, "...it‘has éﬁer been the
genius of commerce to follow close upon the wants of the
people."lz Thus 1t can be seen that while the earliest

failrs fulfilled the relatively modest wants of primitive

12Walford, op. cit., pPs 2.
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6

‘people for exotic goods, the maturation of other avenues
:of merchandising} including the rise of a new merchant
class, and the competition of revived water transport
ultimately rendered the fairs themselves obsolete.

. During their more than one thousand years of existence,

i

modern instltutions, as well as inoreasing.the spheré
of.commeroial co~-operation in Europe,

- The Carolingian impact upon falrs as on many
x other facets of early medieval 1life was conspilcuous,
Chariemagne's influence was at least as gréat in the
ecdnomic field as in the military and the cultural.
'ﬁehqe his eﬁcourageﬁent of commerce and falrs, the most
:'importantiowahich were at his capital, Aquisgranum
(Aix la Chapelle) and Troyes,r 2 Because his people
fwere not gﬂmaritimezfolk, amtmore‘partiéuiarly becéuse of
the 1m§éct of Islemic control in the Mediterranean
supplémented by Norse dominion of the North and Baltic
Seas,}ovefiand.trade became far mofe 1mbbrtant during
the Mliddle Ages than it had ever been in antiquity when
sea and river trade were dominant and extensive,

- ‘Naturally the more modest requirements for overland

L1pi4., p. 7.

Tl
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carriers (beasts'of burden or men with strong backs)

favored the prior revival of land over sea commerce,

- and the immediate by-product of overland caravans was

the establishment of fairs at important stops and cross-
14

 _roads. Under Charlemagne, according to Kulischer, fairs

were held on the limes (boundaries, originally the fortified
the fortified

frontiers of the RBoman Empire), and foreign merchants--

~Arabs, Jews, Saxons--handled the bulk of the trade, while

exchanges took place in or before churches., However,

- prior to the eleventh century the mercator cursorius,

o wandering merchant or peddler, took care of the most

important trade.l5

Because the church was Such a dominant influence

“during this time, its attitude regarding commercial

" activities had oonsiderable'impact. As early as 6QO A. D,

(approximately), Pope Gregory I enunciatedfthé church's
position‘in favor of a standerd or Just price, urging
that invpurchasiﬁg grain from the serfs of the church
aliowanoe be made for shrinkage and'detefioration and

that credit be given for grain lost by shipwreck.16

14H11Velj.n’ 9_}2. Gitc, po 17-

15Joseph Kulisoher, "Pairs, " Encyélopedia of the

Social Sciences (New York: The Macmillan Co., 193TT, VI, 58-63.

16Cave, op. cit., pp. 127-128,
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"Since the falrs were the principal trading focuses of

Christendom, the view of the Church had some effect
on the nature of transaotions. For instanqe, the ldea
of selling and making a price for coins, thus gaining

"sordia" profit, was apaiast the jus price theory.

HeTic *mUn‘y shenging was—a}}esateé—iO—IESpgnSiblﬁ

officlals under the direct control of high political

vauthority.17

Common features of North European end English

 fairs included commodities, participants, and courts.

Commodities naturally embraced luxury goods since under
feudalism life's essentials tended to be ldcally produced, .

These fine products were not only exotic, but pOSSessed

a relatively high valup in proportion to bulk, an

1mportant conslideration since overland caravans Tather

than maritime carriers transported them. Such things

~as furs, swords and other weapons, jewels, laces, linens,

' glass, spices, and dyestuffs constituted an importent

part of the wares offered. Gold, silver; and rare woods,
too, as well as choice textiles attracted the weslthy

lords and churchmen. Ordinary people were content to

17W. Cunnin@ham, gg Essay on Western Clvilisation
in its Economic Asvpects (Cambridge' University Press, 1910), p. 84,
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T Since-elassical times the Pie Powder Courts,

watch, to squander some money on amusements and
refreshments and some sevvices. Participants other

than these patrons of the fair and the merchants involved

constituted hired personnel: police, notawxies, clerks,

inspectors, and most important of all, monéy-changers.

or thelr equivalent, have baen sn important concomitant

~of fairs, The neme derives from pied poudre (literally

~dusty foot) implying the swiftest of justice, Disputing

merchants while their feet still revealed the recency

of thelr travel could anticipate prompt justice in

contrast to the leisurely action of ecclesiastical or

lay courts, Bargains involving the exchenge of goods and

‘ the keeping of promises were stressed rather than the
various ethical backgrounds of the litigants. Proceedings
. Were relatively informal; the lord of the falr or his rep-

resentative convened the court near the scene of the act,

‘A jury was chosen from among fellow merchants. Witnesses
were called, ahd.fair sergeants enforced‘the decrees,
Non—complying merchants were banished from the fair._
Specific mention of some of the more important
fairs may'well 1lluminate their international character

and their significant contributions to the'mddern world.'

lir | 1
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Among the most celebrated and oldest of fairs were those of
Champagne and Brle, They were held in seventeen of the chief
61t1es of thils area, and are believed to have been founded by

the Earls‘of the provinces, As early as the fifph century

f4—-~v8iéeﬂ&%£—m@ell;naxiusgreierxedgiggthgmLE§\4L92Q§ of these

- fairs (among them two at Troyés, two at Brie, one at Lagny,
one a£ Provins, and one at Bar Sur Aﬁbe) were the Counts of
- Champagne and subsequently the Kings of Franoe.;9 Durant
‘}commends the enlightened Counts of Champagnélthrough whose
"encouragement falrs beceme the major source of French power
and ﬁealth during the twelfth century. Likewise he decriesl
'\Zthe decline under Philip IV (1285-1314) when heavy taxation
'Fband regulation stifled this importent activity.zo One cannot
- help noticing that Philip exerted diSpréportioﬁafe influence
 ‘upon his time and his people because of the critical years of
his relgn and his aggressive efforts &6 mqintain>royal power
,despite papal and popular contentions,
The international flavor of these}fai:s,vwhich

attracted merchants from Italy, Sﬁain,.France; and Belgium,
can be appreciated by noticing their calendars seventeen

days for the sale of cloth, followed by the silk merchants;

18
20

Walford, op. cit., p. 245, - 19Verlinden, op. cit., p. 127.

| Will Durent, The Age of Falth Vol. IV of The Story of
Civilization. 8 vols. (New York: Simon & Schuster, 1950), p. 615.
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S 11
" four weeks for money changers to operate; fifteen days

for unsettled accounts and dispute'settlement; utmost

consideration for the most distant people. (They were

allowed time for attrlip home beforetthe final'séttlement;) ' i

Thus the Geﬁoese bursar hed a month before settling accounts.

This international milieu gave impetus to the introduction F
mmmw\

encouraged the idea of a strong third estate stemming from

Marseilles 21

In these fairs the displays were grouped according
"~ To nationallty rather than by class of goods sold, as at
~ the Flemlsh faifs. Falr revenues resulted from taxes on

v'residenoes and stalls of merchants, entry and exit tolls,

levies on sales and purohases and dues on weights and measures,

plus Justice and safe-conduct charges on Jews and Italians.,z2 é

21Walford, op. cit., p. 9. Bolissonnade's account _ . g*

mentions unpacking for eight days after the falr opened;
then regulated sales of woven stuffs for twelve days
followed by leather. On the twentieth day money-changers
and bankers begen the four-week weighing. and exchanging

"of ingots and coin, after which fifteen days were allotted -
for liquidation of debts and auditing accounts since the

~fair's opening. Authorized loans called for 6-30% interest
and "fair letters" were met, issued, or furnished with seal.

| 22, - S ‘
Verllnden, op. cit., p. 127,
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Prior to the establishment of these free fairs
‘in France, about one half of a foreign merchant's goods

might be absorbed in taxes, tolls, and fees (salutaticum,

. pontaticum, repaticum, portulaticum), Afterwards merchants

‘were tax exempt and far more free from the ordinary risks

23

As early as 814 Louis the Pious exempted from toll
Wagons,-ships,.and other vehicles bringing wine, honey,
~and other merchandise to the fairs, although under hinm
| permanent local trade was not suspended during fairs.zu
Largely as & result: of these important French

fairs, that language assumed its earliest 1nternat10nal

importance as a lingus franca, and French literature,

“'.architecture, thought and culture were introduced to

~and greatly influenced the western World.25 During the

" course of the centuries that the falrs flourished in
Medieval Europe, the Crusades reinforced the nationalization
of French language and culture. With the depletion of the

ranks of French nobility, the monarchy achieved new

importance, and the langue d'oeil became dominant in

23
2k

Walford, op. cit., p. 249,

——tlin

Verlinden, op. cit., p. 120,

258_ B. Clough,’ The Foonomio Development of Western
Civilization (New Yorks McGraw Hill, 1959), P. 85,
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France and ultimately the standard language of war and
diplomacy. Thus French attained the stetus of the
secular language as Latin hed for learning and religionizé

By the later Middle Ages {1150-1300) the lettre

de foire or promise to pay was a recognized feature of

the fairs of Champagne.?? Although major credit has been
given to the Counts of Champagne for developing and
encouraging these fairs, there is some feeling that

the Jews, who were able to settle in Western cities along
the ancient Roman trade routes under the protectlion of
the Church, also took & consplcuocus role in promoting

the failrs of the Champagne cities, es well as those of
Cologne, &nd falrs were sometimes postponed from Seturday
to another day, including Sunday, to encourage Jewish
rresence, This was particulzrly true at Lyons.28 During
the eighth anéd ninth centuries trade in France centered
almost exclusively in markets and fairs, which had been
established by kings for the purposée of encouraging trade.

Baldwin, Earl of Flanders, had in the ninth century

zéﬁdith Simon, The Piebsld Standard, A Biocgraphy
of the Knights Templars (8ostont Little, Brown & Co.,
1959), Pe 220,

27 : _ —

"'H. Heaton, Economic History of Europe (New York:
Herpers, 1948), p., 184,

285a10 Wittmayer Bsron, A Soclal snd Rellgious
of the Jews (New Yorxs Columbie University Press,

Histoxry Lhe
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established regular fairs at Bruges, Courtry, Torhout,

end Mont Casel exempting goods sold or exchanged at these

fairs from in or out duties.29 Cloth remained an
egssential article of commerce in these northern fairs,
end twelfth century Flanders recelved wine, splces,

silks, and goldwork through overlsnd trade in exchange

for the famous fabrics.jo

Towsrd the close of the tenth cenbury North
European fairs introduced the sale of slaves who very

often had been captured during wars started for that
According to Thorkelin in his Essay on the

purpose,
Slave Trade, onone occasion 7000 Danish slaves were sold

at Keklenberg merket, prices ranging from one mark (eight

ounces of silver)} up to three.31
As a finel reference to the failrs of Champagne

and Brie, it mey be mentioned that in 1349 Philip de

Valols grented letters patent confirming ancient

29Wa1fcrd 0v. eit., pp. 8, 2442435,

30Henr1 Pirenne, Economlc and Soclal History
of Hedievel nurcgg (Londongi Rauzledge & Kegan raul,
Ltd., 1936), Ppa

3lyaiford, op. _cit., p. 10.
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32

privileges, The French fairs in general increased so

An importance that they were scheduled continuousiy

" between January and October.

v321bid., pp. 245-248, The five main provieions
follows '

Fa
¢o~eign dealers,

I+ Royal protection—of—

L3RR MR I TLELA e

i

all—
exemption from all dues, imp ositions, etc,

2., Every fair to have two wardens (Jjudges)
to see that franchises were preserved and take
cognizance of contests that might arlise among
traders; one chancellor to keep the seal; two ‘
lieutenants; 40 notaries; and 100 sergeants,
Wardens and chancellors sworn in the Chamber
of accounts, Paris, where they were yearly to
make thelr report of the state of the falrs,

No Judgment was to be given during falir time
but by the two wardens, or when one was un-
avoldably absent, by one warden and the chan-
Celloro

3. Drapers and traders frequenting the fairs

of the seventeen citles of Champagne and Brie

might not sell their wares wholesale or retaill

within or without the kingdom unless they were
exposed for sele from the first to the sixth

day appointed-~on pain of forfeiture, but could

be disposed of anyhow if not sold within that time.
(The same held true for farmers, curriers, etc,

for 1~3 days.) : N
L, Inspections by wardens at fair's opening--

- to see that dealers had all sultable convenience
and security, to Jjudge character of goods and
"stop and seize all of inferlor quality--but
appeal possible to persons experienced in
particular trade. :

5. All tradesmen might agree on contracts for

goods sold at falr to be pald for in gold and silver
(notwithstanding contrary ordinances re money).
Interest for loans and goods sold on credit limited
~to 15%, interest could not be added to principal in
renewing bonds.
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Leaving the continent now for a rapid survey of some
‘d of the more important English fairs, one discovers an in-
triguing varlety of‘opinions. Salzman states that fairs
h wefe a post-conquest import to England, adding that only
one 1is mentioned in the Domesday BookiiASpall in Suffolk 33
Walford ;J)nft,hefoit,hgrwywl though
fairs were originally introduced to Britain by the Romens,
their reinstatement was due to Alfred in the ninth century.
‘;He quoteé Mr. Morléy [probably John}, "The first falrs were
‘formed by the gathering of worshippers and pilgrims about
sacred places, and especislly within or about the walls of
abbeys and cathedrals on the feast days of ‘the Saints enshrined
:dthemin"Bu ‘
, Walford also mentions the seculer base of Anglo-Séxon
.fairs--weekly sittines of tithings to rende; judgments, which
prompted the exchange of produce and promotéd weekly markets.
_This 1s reminiscent of the Romen fairs Which were instituted so

that tountry folk would come in every ninth dey to hear laws vro-

claimed, o ' A

3310uis Frencis Salzman, Enelish Trade in the Middle
Ages (Oqurd: The Clarendon Press, 19547, P. 142,

34

Welford, op. cit., p. 1.

 The tithing was a rural division in England, one tenth of a
hundred and, therefore, a free Borough.,

SRR I [)}KEIK WL

I

o

L/ 1 T PR

! jw::‘m H

1 [T I I | D
| ] :

TN

i

A

R



17
However,'despite the seeming secular similarity

to Boman falrs, English counterparts did have an

’.ecclesiastical reference in that any appeél by either

plaintiff or defendant dissatisfied with the decision

of the tithing was referred to the County Courts, which

L

over by bishops and eldermen and scheduled;

for Baster or Michaelmas, providing an even largeraggregation

of people and wares,

According to Walford, Alfred restricted alien

merohénts to the "four fairs" and only forty.days in the

fcountry. More remarkeble, perhaps, was the proclamation

‘of Ethelred II that ships of merchants or énémies from

thelhigh‘seas coming with goods into any bort'should be
at-peéce. Henry I exempted citizens of Londoh from tolls
(seaport, town, port, gate, and bridge) and leftage 4
(fee for right to sell at fairs).35

Walford seems to feel that the Normans molded

Engiish_fairs into church-dominated functlons, thus

2 eliminating the secular Anglo-Saxoh base., This is somewhat

in accofd with Salzmen's statement that fairs in England

were a post~-conquest phenomenon.

35ib1d,,-pp. 5, 13-14, 19-20.,
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As King John saw not only the power of the barons

but the power of the Church becoming more controlling

than ever befbre, i1t was during his reign that many
charters for falirs were granted, and one provision of

the Magna Carte bore directly on the rights of foreign

T merchants—in Englend stating the doctrine of international

reciprocity. 36
Generelly speaking the rights of forelgners were

drastically limited in England during the thirteenth

centuryQ For examplé, it was oustomary.that any forelgnerx

was enswerable for debts of others of his nationality;-
and should & foreign merchant die, his property would

be forfeited to king or lord. vLikéwise a London merchant -

vgiving references for strangefs was liaeble for their dedts,

36Ibid., pp. 14, 20.

All merchants shall have safety and security in
coming into England and going out of England,
and in staying and in travelling through England
as well by land as by water, to buy and sell with-
out any unjust exactions, according to the ancient
and right customs, excepting in time of war, and
if they be of a2 country at war against us; and if
~such are found in our land at the beginning of a
war, they shall be apprehended without injury of
thelr bodies and goods untlil it be known to us,
or to our Chief Justicliary, how the merchants 'of
our country are treated who are found in the
country at war against usj if our be in safety
there, the others shall be in safety in our land,
S v , .
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The increased number of fairs during this century was in
part due to the reﬁoval or modification of these restric-
* tions, 37 |

Henry III, whose relgn encompassed over half of

the century, was responsible for man& of the ohanges.
He granted special permission to the merchants of CoiOgne'
to attend fairs in all parts of Engiand; This may have

’ been based on Henseatic claims. He was passionately

devoted to Westminster Abbey, and in 1248 npt dnly granted

the Abbot a fifteen day fair beginning Oot?bér 13, but
- ordered ell trade in London suspended'durihg thils éime.
Hls action so angered the citizens of London that théy
,'supporﬁed Simon de Montfort against the King during the
-Baron‘é-Wéf.Bg ' |
During the reign of Edward I_(1272-1307),'severa1
jmportent landmerks were established. The first Statute
of Westminster stated that no foreign'person was to be
distrained byiany debts but his own in any bity, burgh,

town, market, or feir. In 1283 thé’Staeute Mercatoribus

was initiated on a trial basis for two'years"in London,

31vid., p. 23.
38

Selzman, op. cit., p. 147,
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- York, and Bristol to assist merchants‘in'recovery of

~debts and thus encourage them to trade in England. This

proved successful and waé decreed Statutum Mercatorum in
1285, |

| in 1286 a charter required that one weight and
measure be observed'in every falr and’town, ahd aniform
welghts and measures became a recognized ldeal at least,d?
One of the last great achievements of thislreign‘was the

Carta Mercatoria of 1303 which provided swift Justice

| from day to day for alien merchants,'withput delay
" according to merchant 1aw.40
Martimas Day (November 11) Hiring Fairs were an

'annual event in every lmportant town in thé English
' bounﬁryside. In Cumberland men seeking work stood with

strawé in mouths. Both men and malds stood iﬂ fows for
| '1nspection.of masters and mistresses., 1In Lincdlnshlre-,
| '-the bargain was closed by a fastenQpenny (earnest’money,

usually a shilling, "“fastened" the contract for a year).41

~
N
N

Ul"Hiring,“ Encyclopaedia Briﬁanhica (11th ed.),‘
XIII, 523. ' _ : ' '

39Wa1ford, op. Cit., P. 45. 4OSalzman,'g_R. cit., p. 161,

]

AR TITT

EEN I B | i

o

OV 0

|

RN



21
Of all English falrs the most renowned was Stour-

bridge, desplte the fact that its name has not been

'_immortalized 1p nursery rhymes., FPFounded by King John
for the lepers of the Hospital of St. Mary Magdelene, =
1t was still flourishing and praised by Defoe in 1722. |

;;;\4_‘Apgg&4g4gggzEzz\9;é§3*HEEE4EES\E%EEE48f;§E‘4EXﬁfi‘ﬁfggff}fflg\g\;gig\*
A  and St. Bartholomew.42 | _ =
In equating the term fair with eaoé, Huveliﬁ |
~ comments, "...11 y a eu peu d'agents de civilisation
| plus actifs et plus fe/conds que oelue-—lz;. @a f‘oire}.""":3
He concludes that 1t would be hard to evaluate the

importance of the impact of fairs on public law, inter-

" national law, and ﬁhe liveration of the'third estate,
| ~Objectives toward which fairs contributed greatly i
| included: sedurity in travel by.land, impr;ved roéds and | —
transport, uniform conditions of trade, pfedictability | i
of time and place for transactions, clarification of
rights and privileges, a consistent rqle of leaw, regular

: . N %
communication, development of credit, regulation of usury, =

qu. Lipson, The Economic History of England
(Londonz Adem and Charles Black, 1915), I, pPp. 229-234,

T

43H:uve11n, op. cit., P. 59k,
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standardized minting and exchange of monéy, free(r) trade,
‘speedy and falr administration of Jjustice, freedom of

“movement.,
v "Although fairs contributed greatly to progress in
‘all of these flelds, as each approached attainment, the

fair's raison d'8tre waned. So after the apex of the

vthirteenth and fourteenth centuries, decline and decay
followed; but an opening wedge had been introduced in
overooming the hindrances of regionalism; language and
| nationallism toward the establishment of Widéspread co-

voperation in the interest of all mankind."[.j

N PR
|

7}[11&1}.\1\21,[!.]{ [

T

13

S

AT
[



CHAPTER II

THE CO-ORDINATION OF EUROPEAN COMMERCE BY THE JEWS

Tracing the history of the Jewlsh people in Europe

will illuminate the reasons that they became so

important—in the revival of trade by overland routes.,

It_was necessarily landless folk with no stake in the
feudal set-up_who first undertook the risky Business
. of conveying and purveying goodslinIMedLéval Europe.
Persecution, slaughter, and enslavement have
beéh familliar to the Jewish people since anclent times
and 1ndeedeeré recognized generally as the fate of the
vanguished minority. _
o ‘Long beforé the Diaspora Europe felt the influx
 of Jewish pbpulation. Rome was the earliest Jewish
Settlement in Italy during the second century before
'the'Christian era. In the year 139 B, C, numbers of
- Jews (perhaps Maccabees) were expel;ed,‘put nonétheless '
“the Jew1sh pbpulation of Rome increased gs Pompey's
conquest of Jeruéa1em brought captives 1nto“slavery.

Many of these soon regained freedom and became Roman

" citizens but c¢lung to their Hebrew tradition and‘dwglt
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together in Truétevere (across the Tiber). Later they
supported Caesar against Cicero and[other'upper middie
class leaders and secured many important converts to
Judaism,l |

After the arrival of the Jewish population in
Italy du*lnggthafAgllgLigagggngg‘ghj France received
'considerabie numbers of these people during the next
century.® However, it was during the first century
.A} D. that Homan action resulting in the ﬁiaspora
reall& aocelerated the spread of Jewish population

; throughout the Mediterrenean. With- the destruction

~ of the Temple in Jerusalem in 66 A, D., a million Jews
fled or were,sold into slavery, and about qs many.died
“in the si‘ege;;3 During this same century, however,_the
densest ‘Jewish settlements in Europe, in foct anywhere
‘outside of Pélestine‘itself, were_in the Peloponnesus.
- Here the Jews began thelr introduction of the citron,

4the first citrus fruit to be cultivated in the Mediter-

N\,

\

» 1Max L. Margolis and Alexander Marx, A Historx
of Jewish People (Philadelphia: Jewish Publication
'Society of America, 1927), pp. 287-90.

. zMaX I. Dimont, Jews, God and History (New Yorks
Simon and Schuster, 1962), p. 216.

. 3111 Durant, Caesar and Christ (Volume‘III of
The Story of Civilization. & vols.; New York:_Simon

| “h.\ and Schuster, 194%), p. 545.
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~ ranean area of Europe, as a ritual requisite. (This

“frult was known to the Jews as etrog and used particularly

© in the celebration of the Feast of the Booths.g According
to Leviticus 23:40 “And you shall take unto yourself on | —

the first day the fruit of a goodly tree, palm branches,

- folilage of & leafy tree, and willows of a brbok,‘and , i
Also responsible for the introduction of .other citrus
fruits to Europe, the Jews inaugurated the cultivation
: of‘thesé fruiﬁs as their communities grew and spread in -
the NMediterranean.

As early as 70 A, D. millions of Jews lived in

Buropean, North African, and Near Eastern portions of

~the Roman Empire, about seven milllion altogether,
"constituting seven per cent of the populatiqn.S ' i
By 100 A. D; about one half of the "Roman Jews"

:  were converts (Romans converted to Judaism)ﬁ but within i

v . “Brich Isaac, "The Citron in the Mediterranean,®
~ Economic Geography, 35:548, January, 1959.

SDurent, op. g;&.,lp. 546,

. The present Jewish population of the United States is
.~ about six million, rouvghly three per cent of our nearly
two hundred million total. »

I N
R
L

6Dimont, op. cit., p. 218.
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the next few decades Hadrian's represé&ve measures led

W

II{IZIIMIIIMI[[R LI
i

to a series of revolts, massacres, and enslavements,

Circumcision was forbidden, as was public instruction
- An Jewish law. A plan to erect a shrine to Jupiter - —
-on the site of the Temple of Jerusalem was announced. |

Then Hadrian forbade the observance of the Sébbaéh or ' .

- any Jewish holy day as well as the public performance 5

~of any Jewlsh ritual. He increased the poll taxés for
- Jews and Christians and permitted Jews to enter

Jerusalem only one time each year.?

Ll
|

Caracalla's Edict, 212 A, D., extended Roman

i i“‘

fl'

- cltizenship to almost all of the free inhabitants

- of the Empire thus coﬁferring new rights upon the Jews

BRI (Tpt-I s o \’J[l.[ﬂ

amnong bthers, and placing Jewish rellglion on equal
footing with others. These rights were re@élned until ' -
Constantine's conversion to Christianity about one ‘ , B
- century later when new restrictions énd regulations : -
were imposed. Christians were forbidden to aésociate
‘with Jewsj the right of Jews to p§séess slaves was
ébolished; rabbis were banished; and the marrlage of

- Jew and Christlan became a capital crime.8

7Durant, op. cit., p. 548,

8Jacob R. Marcus, The Jew in the ‘Medieval World
(Cincinnatiz The Sinal Press, 1938), P.-. 3.
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During Gallus's brief reign (351-354) discrimi-

natory measures against the Jews were increased and
extended, Meany Jews had to sell their chlldren into
slavery to meet their taxes and then were driven to . 5
 the unsuccessful rebellion of -352 which résultedjin o

massive destruction of Jewish property as well as killing -
struction of Jewish propert A :
’ \,

L
¢

“and enslaving thousands.

The accession of Geallus's half-brother, Julian,
in 361 suspended and even reversed some of the dis-

criminatory measures agalnst the Jews., Reduction

PR S
|

in Jewish taxes was ordered; discriminatory laws were

I/
1

i

revoked; and the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem

bﬁith state funds was authorized. Earthquake and fire

A
\

'defeatéd'the rebuilding efforts, and Julian's-death in
v363 cut off further state financing and brought to an ' 2
end the brief respite from the old restrictions 9 - i

Almost a generation later one last surcease
from persecution affected the Jews 1n ‘the Roman Empire. =

" Theodosius the Great permitted the rebuilding of the

destroyed synagogues .10 I . =

T

9Durant IV, pp. 347-348,

‘ .

. 10M9.I'0'LIS, __2. Cito’ po 107.

Y
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The diéintegration of the Western Empire soon
}afterwards made these gains short-lived, and none of:
“ the empexrors of the East exhibited any such tolerance.
Under Theodosius IT (408-450) Jews were forbidden to - -

* build new synagogues and prohibited from holding high

{

offices in the Roman State. : : ‘ -

"In’defining the pfivileges aﬁd disabilities of N
' Jews, Justinian's Code relegated them to a kin& of |
second class citizenship which became their lot 1n

 the medieval world For example, a Jew could not bear

" Witness against a Christian in court.id | i

In general it can be said that after the conversion .
of Qonstant;ne to Christianity the treatment of the Romen -
Jews presaged the'relationyhip between these people and

 the Christian states of Western Europe during the Middle

Ages, In the earliest days of the empire their role o

| seems to have been comparable to that of other vanquished

1o Bl

T

peoples., DBut simllar treatment did not produce similar
:results,“or as Willett puts it, "Rome destroyed the

 Jewish State, but it molded the Jewish race,"l2

A
M

‘111pad., pp. 3, 5, 111,

iy

12y, L. Willett, The Jew Through the Centuries
(Chicago, New York: Willett, Clark and Co., 1932), p. 261,

LR
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Not all parts of the empire treated thé Jews .‘
similarly. vaen the unified authority of thé Roman
:'Staté did not provide éonsistency in its treatment
of subject peoples. Attitudes varied as did legal
- ‘restriotions in both time and place. For 1nstahce,

1

_kﬁN_4\ﬁ1gm\§Qg\;;gEQgggg;gggﬁggiiigﬁfggfﬁélexandria were
subject to pogroms and expulsion, while at the same
‘time in Spain and the Germanic territories Jews weré
- - lendowners of consequence buying and leasing large eétates,
;:which were cultivated by slave labor, and egjoyed the

rights of oivis Romani.lj

Germany, much of which never came under Boman
“ ru1e, had a more hospltable early history in regard to
the Jews.‘ Durant refers to Jews in Germany since pre-
”Christian.times, while Dimont mentions Jews in Germany
as of the third century A, D. Invasions brought these
‘warlike barbarians to Italy in the fifth and sixth oenturies,
and we find Theodoric the Great 1nv1t1ngm£he Jews to settle

in his major'cities there: Rome, Révenna} Naples, Venice,

and Milan.lu,

13J. Lestschinsky, "Jews in Finance., Ancient
Times," The Universel Jewish Encyclopedia (New York:
The Unlversal Jewlsh Encyclopedia Inc.), IV, 290.

14Durant op. cit., p. 3693 Dimont, _2. clt.,
pp. 216, 218 ; _
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| Aside from the various relationships of the Jews
~to thé’assorted states within which tney found'refuge
ffafter the Diaspora, the attitude and impact of the

organized'Chrlstian Church deserves some attention., It

: cannot be said that there was a consistent Church policy,-

although in general the theories of the Justinian Code
- were observed by the popes as well as by mosp medieve
'sdvereigns; A prime objective was to convert Jews to
Adhristianity. Keeping them apart from Christians and

‘Preventing them from exerclsing authority over Christlans

became important contingent upon the fallure of the first

goal. Naturally, too, preventing Judaism from becoming

r1,‘an official or public religion was an understandable

Church objéctive. waéver, both peréonal éttitudes of
_ popés and political expedliency altered the practices of
- individuel church leaders. Some popes employed Jewlish
\phy31ciansbwh11e prohibiting other Christians from so
doing. Several listened to Jewish scholars while Jewish
scholarship‘was under severe restraint.1§
Pope Gregory the Great (590-604) was as anxious

s any to convert Jews, bubt unlike many he disapproved

155acob De Heas (ed.), The Encyclopedia of
Jewish Knowledge (New York: Behrman's Jewish Book
House, 1944), p. 437.

I*\\*;\\““““‘*“

RENIAR

T

N



31
of forced conversions and forced baptisms seeing to it

- that the Jews of Sicily were reimbursed for their buildings

'.and‘convents which had been selzed by Chrlstianso16
Religlous rather than politioal‘forces,prompted" i
.. the persecution of Jews in Gaul, too, although this did

not occur there until the middle of the sixth century.

* The severe enactments of the third and fourth Councils ‘ o
of Orleens occurred within a generation after the Arian
Visigoths had been conquered by the Christian Clovis,
King of the Frenks. When in 560 Christians burnt e

| synagogue in Orleans, the Jewish congregation petifioned

L o A

‘Gunthram, King of the Franks, to rebuild it as Theodoric

hadldone in a similer situstion. This was refused to the

B 2 R

. express Jjoy of Gregory, Bishop of Tours.17

As early'as 637 enother religlous force was

FE DR PRI TS B PR
[ i

o
|

directed against both Jews and Christians. This was the

Pact of'Omar promulgeted by Omar I and reflecting some

]

earlier Christian laWs egainst infidels. It required

non~Moslems to pay a head tax in réturnkfor protection

and exemption from military service. It permitted no

IR

new religious buildings or repairs,_and'although requiring

N

. 16Marcns, op. cit., p. 111,

17burant, op. cit., p. 349.

T
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hospltality to Moslems, it forbade imitation of Moslems  _

*_and the teaching of non-Moslem children.the Koran,
”According to Marcus, this remains in fdrce in Yemen.18
As far as Europe'was concerned, of course, this affected
the Iberian Peninsula chiefly. |
The early penetration of Jews into Celtic lands
:vwas in the role of merchant to sell splces and often to

19 Because they had no definite‘nationality

- buy slaves

and were considered politically harmless, Jews, and only
l Jews, could travel between France and’ non-Catholic lands.
.(Even disqrimination was a two way street.) Thus they

. becane predominant in trade during the time of the
 Caro1ingians.2o No professional merchants existed in

Carolingian lands except the Jews, and the words Judeus

-and mercator were considered syponymous. ﬂhé majority

had arrived from the Moslem countries of the Mediterranean

“via Spaln, andttheir economic role was an accessory one

providing a limited clientele with luxuriesisﬁch as

. . AN
) . N T

1BMarcus, op. ¢it., pp. 13-1L4,

19801 ssonmade, op. cit., p. 109.

- 20gopert 3. Lopez, "The Trade of Medleval Europes
‘The South," The Cambridge Economic History of Europe.
, (Cambridge: University Press, 1963), II, 272.
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spices, fabrlcs, enamels, and 1vories.21
Van Werveke suggests that possibly the capital of
- Jewish merchants in the early Middle Ages derived from
landed(prdpsrty held in Spain, Gaul, and Italy. during
the:fifth,-sixth, and seventh centuries, and adds that

i

‘as Roman law gave way to national law during the time

.between the sixth and the eighth centurles, the Jews

had to ssll out and devote themselves to trade,depending
tnereafter on commercial prof‘its.22 ‘ o

|  Even in the ninﬁh century central Euéspe was 8till

semi-barbarous, and the Jewlsh merchant risked'his life

~ to travel., The Christian Church declared that the killing .

B of aliens was & punishable offense, and through the Pesce

' g£ God stimulated commerce and permitted s}iens to settle,
 However, land ownership was incidental to neréhant
sf‘activities under royel protection.?3
| Charlemagne's generous treatment of the Jews is

noteworthy. They were allowed to hold land and to engage

\
N

21Pirenne, op. cit., pp. 1ll- 12

229, van Werveke, "The RHise of the Towns,"
Cambridge Economic History of Europe (Cambrldgez
Uhiversity Press, 1963), 111, 16.

ZBRaphael Straus, "Jews in Finance. The Niddle
Ages," Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, op. cit., IV, 290.
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in trade, and during the reign of Louls the Pilous the
"Jews enjoyed a "Golden Age."zu ‘ | ' =
A curious development at thé Imper;al Court of
Louls was the defection of Bodo, aléhapiain,\who |
deserted Christianity for Judaism; -Hb;begame é-gealous

missionary for Judalism and an opponent of Christianity,' ‘ -

 favoring forcible conversion. Assuming the neme of o i
' Eleazar, he was circumcised, let his hair and beard grow,
:l married the daughter of a Jew and sought refuge in Moslem

 Spain at Saragossa.25' Bodo!s decision probably reflected

R IR
|

both the moral laxity of the Frankish court and the

i

tolerant general attitude toward Jews.

i
b

At this same time in Germany Jews were not allowed

to hold lend and were therefore driven 1ntd'trade}and

26

" finance. Considerable Jewish population could be found G

24Israel Abrahams, "Jews," The Encyclqggdia'
_ Britesunica (1lth ed.) XV, Lok,

ks ; 25Marcus, op. cit., p. 353. Coulton (p. 352) also

. .. "refers to apostaslies to Judaism: two Cistercian monks in

- England during the reign of Henry II and a deacon who was
burned at the state, 1222, for having defected and married

a Jewess--~there being no earlier record of punishment for
apostasy to Judaism in England. o '

ORI | 1t

2bpranams, loc. cit.
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‘in the cities of Metz, Speyer, Mainz, Worms, Strasbourg,

- Frankfort, and_Cologne during the ninth century.

After commenting that there had been Jewish
merchants in Gaul since the Time of Caesar and that —

there were Jewlsh colonles in all of the major clties

by 600, Durant notes that the Merovingians persecuted | : e

Jews with plous ferocity, but thats o _—

Despite hostile legends, legal disabilities,
and occasional minor persecutions, the Jews en-
Joyed in France in the ninth and tenth centuries
a degree of prosperity and peace hardly known
again by the Jews of Europe before the French A
Revolution.<7 \ o ' e

Coulton echoes this idea, adding that Jews could possess

land and were prosperous traders in ninth century France

although both civil and ecclesiastical rules.discriminated
against them to some extent. Christian-Jewish marrisges
f'were forbidden, and forced baptisms took piace. Although —
.perected by both Charlemagne and hié son Louls the Plous,
- the Jews were targets of some complaints--as merchants
’vand physicians--however, not yet aé usu:grs.ze The bases l é%
" for most Jewish settlement during the'Cafolingian era | %%

were royal charters, Sometimes, however, bishops granted .

27burant{ gg..ggg., pp. 369-370.

s 28¢, q. Coulton, ledieval Panorama.(Cleveland and
. New Yorks The World Publishing Co., 1955), pp. 348=349,
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‘charters to Jews for trade and settlement.2?

As piraecy and warfare in the Mediterranean in-

" oreased, the importance of a land route through the - 5
 8lavic lands across central Europe to Western France
| becane more evident, Both Frisians and Syriasns, . who

' had been interested in commeroiql activitlies regarded

thls route as dangerous, distant, and unattractive.

(See next chapter regarding Frisians.) Thus the Jews, - S

"‘,Who weré_beingvdriven northward by Visigothlc and

 an uncleimed direction for commercial activity. As

. Judaism flourished in Wesfern Europe. Jews lived at

bBurgundian persecutions in the ninth century, found

~ early as 935 the Doge of Venice requeétedkthe German

A

I

 Emperor to forbid Jewish trade, but not until_965 was there

e

any referencé to Jews in Germen law, the allusion being i

‘to ‘M"Jews and other merchants.™ 30 : . : o

During the peaceful period before the Crusades,

- ease in Frande, and Gersham B. Judah (b. Metz 960, d. - =
Mainz 1040) founded French and German Talmudic Schools. =

: because his rabbinical decisions were so widely accepted,'

‘ 29Jacob Katz, Exclusiveness and Toleranoe,
- Studies 1ln Jewish-Gentile Relations in Medieval and
: Modern Times (Oxford University Press, 1961), po 5.

3OStraus, op. cit., IV, 290~ 291.
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; he became fhe arpiter of Ashkenazic Judalilsm, and meny of

'_his regulations are still'observed by orthodoi Jens. In
1000 he convened a Synod. which banned polygamy in the

l'west, reformed divorce laws, end revised the code relating

'}‘to those who had been forced into conversion urging that

l‘pseudo Christians be readmitted into the Jewish community

' without diffioulty,3l | |

Rudigh Huozmann, Bishop of Speyer, in 1084 brought

. in Jews”to‘add‘to the honor of Speyer. He provided them

A with a Walled living quarter a short distance from the
‘other citizens, granting them power to change gold and
silver,vto buy and sell, and church property for a cemetery.
- Provision was made that e rabbi hear disputes rising
between Jews,ng Botthorms and Speyer nad charters favoring
 Jews (1090) which were patterned after Carolinglan models |
and granted the privileges‘of traveling freely, buying and.
selling at will, as well as protection agalnst erpitrary
taxetion and all violence. The development of business-
llaw can be fraced to Jewish commercial praetices, but»as

ithe economic importance of the Jew diminishedfwith the

31pe Hass, op. oit., pp. 177, 336
3ZCave, op. eit., pp. 101- 102,
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llegal and economic progress of central Europe, Jewish
.vcommercial 1nf1uence shrank toward the end of the Middle
Ages.33 |

ﬁecause of its geographiocal 1soletion;‘1t is

posSible to consider the history of the Iberian

' . peninsula somewhat seoarately from the main channel

N of Western European history. The pre- Christian Visigothic
Enpire allowed Jews to acquire power and<weelth, and thelr

numbers increased.’” But with the conversion of King

”1L_Recared (586-601), stringent restrictions were imposed

~upon the Jews .3 The Visigothic Code-~laws of the Catholio

.monarchs of Spain (586=711)=~~was extremely enti-Jewish,

y;_offering the elternative of baptism or expulsion.36 As

a result when the Moors and Arabs invaded Spain in 711
 they were welcomed and aided by the Jews. When the
conquerors invited immigration to repopulate the land,

- fifty thousand Jews came to Spain, They were subjeot

«BBStraus, op._cit., IV, 292, \.

3L"Willi\.am H. Prescott, Histouy of the Reign of .
Ferdinand and Isabella (New York: Hboper, Clarke and Co.,
‘n. d. Imperial “Edition), I, 314,

'v,35Durant, op. cit., p. 370,
’,36Merous, op. c¢it., p. 20,
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to no economic limitations and perticipaped.in agriculture,
industry, finance, and the professions. One half of the

population of eleventh century Granada wes Jewish.. Although

few rose to very.high positions in thie‘Moslem state,

Samuel (Naghdela) was an exception and openly held the

office of Vizier, having been recommended by the dying

‘ 1ncumbent.' Uﬁder his wise direction the state flourished,
.and he pursued his own enthusiasms and competencies as
. scholar, rabbi, poet, astronomer, author, mathematician,
" and linguist. After twenty-two years he died and was‘
succeeded by his son, Joseph Ibn Naghdela, who in eleven
yeérs succeeded in undoing all of his father's accomp-
lishments provoking a revolt that resulted in the massacre
1of 4O00 Jeﬁs and the exiling of the remainder.37

As the previous illustration indicates, under the
Arabs the Spanish Jews rose to great wealth and public
'”position, achieving the highest 1earning at Cordova, Toledo,
Barcelona, énd Granada., They traveled widely, compiling
useful it;neraries and returning with sﬁecimens and samples
.of exotic wares and oriental drugs. Theireaccomplishments

in mathematics, astronomy, and medicine were outstanding.,

From the tenth to the thirteenth centuries great contributions

‘”37Durant, op. ¢cit., p. 37%,
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were made to dontemporary Jewlsh literature.38
According to Friedl&nder there were Jews in
. England 1n 691, and many more came with William.39
vCoulton expresses the more general view that the Jews arrived
in England with William--from Rouen, implying that there

was no evidence of pre-conquest Jew.e:.t"O - o

It 1s apparent that their mobility and adaptability .
'enabied the Jews to survive over a millennium'ofjpgrsecution
:’béfore the Crusades. Religious referents fortifled this
rscattered people as théy entered an unsympathetloc western

.world.' The Torah, their literature, orlginaily Just the

B fivé»books of Moses (Pentateuch) extended i?self to the

'l who1e of.Jewish writinés. The Talmud, cdmméntaries on
" both the oral and written law, meant study or instruction

~ and varied iﬁ‘different national Jewish communities as
'opinions differed regarding its relation to;the Scriptures.

'i Rabbis had the qverail responsibility for oral law. In

general 1t could be said that ritual, inclﬁding dletary

g resﬁrictions, was more important ﬁhan'théology in uniting

the dispersed Jews of the Middle Ages. Synagogues, like

3aPrescott, op. cit., I, 315-316,

39L.'Friedlander, Roman Life and Manners Under the

. Barly Empire (London: n. d. Oxford University Press, 1908),
11, 181, _ .

40

COLIlton, _O_Bo ‘g_l_q'a, po 3“‘80
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the Temple allowed no images, but unllke the Temple did

permit instrumental music.l+1

Since Jews were frequently forbldden to'carry arms
even in self-defense during the NMiddle Ages, they found
'ﬁhemselves outside of thé regular feudal structure.uz

1

- As mentioned earlier, royal or episcopal charter was

the frequent and officlal base of the Jew's status in

Western Europe; It was a special extra-~feudal relationship

" .. in that all that the Jew possessed belonged to the king

" with no intervening feudal hierarchy. Yet in relation

to others the Jew wes remarkably free, He could move

" freely from place to place and settle e.n;ywlfxere.u'3 He owed -
'no military service nor oath of fealty.uu .Although some
Jews did acquire considerable wealth duringrthe Middle Ages,
thié rarely passed from one generation.to the next.inasmuch
as the Crown was legally entitled to confiscate the

individual's wealth at his death.*3

1Durant, op. cit., Dp. 3504356

: 4ZIsrael Abrahams, Jewish Life in the Middle Ages
f(Philadelphiax Jewish Publication Society of America, 1917),

PpPe 376-377. ,
43 44 '
Coulton, op. cit., p. 350 Durant _2. cit., Pe 375

45Ceoil Roth, The Jewish Contributions to Civilization
(New York: Harper and Bros., 1940), Pe 265.

.
E

IR



L2
- While there seems to be no doubt that commerce was
an lmportant arm ef the economlc activities ofgiewg in
WesternvEuropewprior to the Crusades, there 1e'some division
‘of eplnion as to which was csause andehieh.effect. Jacobs
states, "The Jews followed the trade, and not the’trade

the Jews;"46 But Abrahams contends that the Jews taught

Europe commefce, creating instruments of credit and
_exchange,end developing the oirculetion:ef_eapita1.47
However, with the rise of a native'ﬁefcﬁéndising

| class, the Jews had to move into the moneyiending phase
'.‘of commerce, and the old identification of Jew-and merchent
was replaced by equating Jew with usurer. ]IBy‘the_eleve.nth,~
centuiy,vtherefore, Jeﬁish moneylendihg Wae extensive, and
e very importent branch of Jewish economicfactivity.48
This same century thet witnessed the withdrawal of the Jews

from a'dominant position in commerce saw the control of the

© Mediterranean by Genoan and Venetian fleets, the'rise of

uéJoseph Jacobs, Jewish Contributions to Civilization

(Philadelphia: The Jewish Publications Society of America,
1919), p. 265. . :

47Ju11us Landunann, "Banking, Commercial. History
to the Close of the Eilghteenth Century," Encyclopedisa of
~ the Social Sciences, (New York: The Macmillan Company,
1931), II, 424, ‘ ‘ A o .
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| | 43
the monopelistie Hanseatic League in the North which
:closed the ports of both the Baltic and the North Sea
to Jews, and in the final years the launching of the
First Crusede and the capture of Jerusalem. (See Chapter
l Four regarding the Hanse.,) Jewish peddlers hed been early'
e' | on the scene., They were succeeded by workers 1n every

“eelguilds in Northern Europe, the Jews again turned to ﬁrade;

r e.itrﬁsting that Rab, the Babylonian Talmudist was correct
'ﬂ'invsaying, "rrade with one hundred florins and you will
".afford meattand wine; put‘the same sﬁm into.agriculture -

.end you may have bread and salt."u9
it seems certain thaﬁ practically the only market
for the exotic luxury goods the Jews brought.from the
v'eanst were Churchmen who had use for the silk vestments,
- RBussian furs, and Sploes.5o
Since the Church was such an overwhelming influence
. on everyday life in the Middle Ages, its attitude toward
commerce and moneylending affeoted.these‘eeonomic‘activities.
Primarily e land-holding institution, the Church viewed
- commerce with hostility, although as already\noted, churchmen

were among the first beneficiaries of revived trade,

' 49Durant, op. ¢it., p. 3763 and Abrahens, QB. clt.,
PP 218 221, . . -
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| ~Ultimately the Just Price Theory resolved the position

of the Church., Permissible trade provided an adequate
income to the seller; anything greater would be sinful
‘superfluity. Aqulnas, whose attitude was llberal compared

to that of earlier churchmen, viewed trade not as sinful

in and of itself, but dangerous as tempting toward sin.51,

Even more difficu;t was the resolution of the question of
v{profit from loans; Generally speaking the Church frowned
i upon a greater return then the aotual amount of the loan,
- although Aquinas accepted the ldea of a oharge for not

':repaying 8 loan on time.52 Since both the Koran end the

Christian Church forbade the charging of interest, Moslem -

and Christian borrowers, sometimes even religious institu-
tions, applied to Jews for loans. For example, nine |
Cistercian monasteries in England end St. Alban's Abbey
were financed by Aaron of Linooln.53 ‘ |

Although some monastic lending was free of interest
-charges, for the most psrt alding peasants With consumer ‘

1oans, a pledge of equal value was usually required and

5lcou1ton,.oo. cit., p. 332.

52N. S, B, Gras, "Economic Rationalism 1n the Late

. Middle -Ages," 3 eculum, VIII, 304—312 1933.

53Durant, op. E.l_t’.'? Pe 377,
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.45
by the end of the eleventh century some mdnks were 1ehd1ng
mohéy on exactly the same bases as ordinary bankers, 1. e,
sSt. Martin-deé-Champs. Jewlsh financiers in the émploy of
' the abbey of 8t. André managed its bank business.54

A Chrlstlan usurer might expect his soul to go to

i

the devtl and his goods and chattels to the king at his ‘(l

death, Hence'moneylending tended to rest'i@ Jewlsh hands,
. pértioularly in'Northern Burope. 55

By the thlrteenth century, however, :the Church

| 1tself beoame involved in lending for interest. Matthew
‘Paris, an English monk and historian notes Bishop Grosse-
teste's criticism,of Innocent IV | |

, And If by chance thou will pay the papal

usurer the principal of the money, which thou
has not in thy possession, within a month or

- less (of the day of borrowing), he will not accept
it unless thou pay him the whole hundred pounds. '
This is worse than a Jew's conditions; for the
‘Jew wlll recelive the principal courteously when-
soever thou shalt return 1t, with only so much
interest as 1s proportionate to ghe time for
which thou has had it in hand, :

Hcoulton, op. cit., p. W3
55Salzman, op. cit., pp. 31-36."

5600ulton, op. cit., pp. 338, 3403 E. Lipson,

The Econonic History of England (Londont Adeam and Charles
Black,,1915), I, 61 g 4 ;
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A little later Benvenuto da Imola in his commentary on

Dante wrote, "He who practiceth usury goeth to hell, and

. he who practiceth it not, tendeth to destitution "56 ' . ?
" While theGhurchxegarded,Jewish‘usurers as.a‘
morally regrettable by-product of the ban on Christien

uSuryl\9;t;9§4£93994§h§g4e4§§99§3953;°°°n°mi° corollery,

¥;iand the more economically advanced courtries disregarded
‘_the ban first-—Italy, Southern France, the Baltic countries;
L .'Jewish tradition did not smile upon usury.' According
ﬂ'tolthe Talmud s .\ | |

Interest 1s like the bite of a snake, one feels
1t only when it begins to swell.

Gamblers and usurers are not trustworthy
.. Wltnesses,

It is better to sell your daughter 1nto slavery
than to borrow money on interest, 57

»Seleotions from the 0old Testament too, have some

bearing on the subject:

"If thou lend money to .any. of my. people, that is
poor by thee, thou shalt not be to him as a 8
usurer; nelther shall thou lay upgn-himlusury.5

561p1d.

'57Lestsch1nsky, lec.‘cit.

58Exodus 22325, The 01d. Testament, King James
Version, , _



"*tjaand purveyors of the capitalist spirit.

k7
' Thou shalt not lend upon usury to thy brother;
“wsary of money, usury of victuals, usury of any
thing that is lent upon.,

' Unto a stranger thou meyest lend upon usury; but 9
unto thy brother thou shalt not lend upon usury.5

Avbrahams concludes that the Jews were constrained to

f adopt.variougmeansof securihg a 1iVelihood_becauee of the

- force of circumstances, exclusive and restrictive laws and

60

the exprese desires of kings and peoples.®? Roth feels that
" their literacy, their internationality, and their stimulus
" to independent thought enabled the Jews to survive in a

regimented feudsl world,él end Sombart, who viewed the Middle

Ages as non- or pre-caepitalist, considered the Jews caretakers
62 ' )

Aitheugh there was great diversity in the economic

-_undertakingstof the Jews throughout Western Europe, the
"?l'impact of the Crusades. had & pronounced‘effect upon all
”tflof them. Chplstlan antagonism flourished;_ Jews were

NETRES affectedi physically, economically, politically, and even

. ) N\ o
59Deuteronomy 23319~ 20 The Old Testament King

James Version.

60Abrahams,'gg. cit., p. 249,

6106011 Roth, "Jewish Cultural Influence in the NMiddle
Ages," 'Hebrew- Impact on Western Civilization, Dagobert D,

" Runes, ed., (New York: Philosophical Library, Inc., 1951},

P 3600
62M. Postan, "Studies in Bibliography. I Medieval

: Capitalism," Economic History Review, 4:129-227, April, 1933
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" and mobile neonlg‘EggﬁzgiégnglﬁgEEQEgéﬁﬁp1te many

L8

“7psychioally. Thelr prestige and security vanished, and

1n.sp1te:of‘more then a millennium of successful adjuste

1mént\to western socliety, there was no refuge from this

communal attack. Fortultdusly,. Christian effort was

not synchronized so that 1t was possible for this slexrt :

‘ murderous 1ncidents.

Although the era of the Crusades ushered in a

fperiod_of relative feudal peace for Western Europe, it

fomented anti-Jewish violence, persecutlon{jmassacres,

and atroéities. In many cases the crusaders themselves

stimulated the local citizens who were theilr hosts and

supporters into frenzied attacks against the Jews. Central

f'EurOpean cities in the path of crusaders tréveling over-
_1and (Trier, Worms, Mainz, Cologne, Speyer,.and Strasbuurg)
saw the shedding of much Jewish blood duriﬁg both the First
 (1096-1099) and the Second (1147-1149) Crusades._ Banishment, -
“lfenslavement, and -.confiscation of goods were further by- . ‘

J prbducts'of the intense anti-Jewish senﬁiment'that‘acoom_

ba'fpanied,the Crusades.03

. pseudo-Christianity was 1nfrequent and relatively unnecessary.

Prior to the Crusades anusim—ecrypto;Judaism'or

in Northern Europe. This meant, of course, that it‘was much

630har1es G. Herbermann (ed.), The Catholio Encyolo-_“

 pedia (New Yorks The Encyclopedia Press, Inc., 1910), VIils

p392-393.
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“‘“ﬁxv'easier to ldentify Jews as they becameitargets of the

~“erusaders'! wrath. Therefore, to preclude massacre and

g suicide, family or rabbinical nurders were sometimes
resorted to, and some forcible conversions to‘Christianity

occurred, Ih England, at least, economic as well as

'reiigious antipathies prompted some of‘the violence agarﬁst*“‘*“*‘*5*
jJews 6l It is a matter of record ~however, that Henry IV :

(Holy Roman Emperor 1056 1106) did grant permission to - N B
Jews forcibly converted during the First Crusade to return
“to Judaism--contrary to the position of the Church165 , | -
L _ The introduction of a papal levy of ‘income taxes

on ecciesiastical‘revenees was at first Juetlfied by the
' }fcost'of‘the Crusades. However, the division of.the revenue

i{v,:often left the king with a greater share than the pope, and I

, "{;ultlmately this became e royal tax with papal apprcva1.66 - -
Innocent III, who recognized the value of the —
‘f'Crusaces as a unifying factor for the Churchlin Western

Europe, utilized the Fourth Lateran Council (1215)'to revive
o - N

6% coulton, op. ¢it., pp. 359, 353~-
®5Kkatz, op. oit., p. 28.

66M Postan, BReview of William E. Lunt,. "Financial N
Relations of the Papacy to England to 1327,” Economic
Historx Review, 13:116~117, 1943, .




~ exclusion from publio offices,67

50

‘the old repréSsive decrees against Jews and introduced
. some new onesi distinctive dress, the wearing of a .badge,
}r7g11m1ts on interest rates, 8 moratorium on the payment of

‘debts to Jews while the borrower was: crusading, and

!
i

Philip Augustus,; a devoted Cr usaderlgexnelled Jews

| 3-rf?from France in 1182 but later allowed their return on the

‘payment of taxes .68

Dependence upon loans from Jews prevented their .

r'expulsien'from England during the reign of Henry II, but
':f-these loans ceased to be important during the reigns of
He:his sons due,to the Crown's heavyfﬁnné and paxes; and by

“‘~]’1290‘Edward I could readily expel alliJews:ﬁithout

- financially '.embarrassing the Crown.69 Su.bstitution Of_

. Itelian for Jewish banking services offered both economic
o and religious justifications. The finencial'servioes of
e»the.Knights Templar were avallable and attracfive, teo,

~‘during the thirteenth century. (See Chapter Five.)

N

67Marcus, gg. cit., p. 137,
68 Heaton, op. cit., p. 184,

69E. B. and M. M. Fryde, "Public Credit with Special
Reference to North-Western Europe," Cambridge Economic

4Histﬁry of Europe. (Cambridgez University Press) 1963,
~IIIs 52. 4 , , ‘
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' Despite numerous subsequent expulsions, Jewish

'ysettlement in Europe remained continuous. As the welcome | .e

| iwore thin in some areas, it was renewed in others. One - H—

uvinteresting result of the series of expuleions was'the

i emergence by the fifteenth century of oral Jewish Jargons,e
“Mﬁm“ﬁwﬁixed congregationsrwno lyrcommon—languege—WQS—Hebreu;llllllllli,li
.'y,made a form of Hebrew a vernacular language--something
.‘-fthat had never occurred in the previous settled-Jewish : - —
'Europeen cOmmunities which were et 1ea§t bi-lingual 70
| Although regulated, restricted,. taxed, controlled,
;t_jand directed by both the temporal and religious authorities

" of feudal Europe, the Jewish population did enjoy one area

ﬁV;of voluntary community organization. It was not required

i segregation that concentrated the Jewish population around

:”‘;'the synagogue.' Members of the congregation generally
“3uﬂipreferred the solidarity and, security cf a-close community. . —
- For 1400 years the ‘Talmud, aocording to Heine "a
:f‘portable Fatherland," provided the nucleus of Jewish educa-
. 71

tion.’* Despite cultural handiceps and lack of access to

existing channels of education, the Jews of Europe attained
 amazing helghts in the flelds of language, literature,

 science (medicine and astronomy particularly), and _

70 Avrahans, op. cit., Pe 359, ,
71Duré.nt, 92- 9_1::;., PP 3659 371"’0 '
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‘i_}ifphilosophy. Hebrew, Arablc, and Latin medical literature

"-providedeewish physicians with a practical and empirical

Ef;t‘epiritvwhich contrasted with the dogmatic and scholastic

'f'tteachings of European universities during the Middle Ages.7z

Land holding, like education, was under severe

rtunity for Jews, Although tney —did

- hold lands, vineyards and mills in Southern France, there

>557_»was popular: resentment and churchly disapproval but no real

persecutien until the time of the PFirst Cr_usade.73

. As of 1275 land holding was permitted in Englend, but the

.. field of finance was closed and the expulsion (1290) was’

"f]'not far off. e

Straus suggests that the Church wasfunenthusiastio

”<37Jabout Jews'hélding lands in Medieval Europe because of the
" tithes that would thereby be lost.’® But Durant points

'fir~;our that land ownershlp was impractical rather than illegal

fi‘ for Jews. Free labor was not only expensive but difficult.

Christians Would not work on Sundays;ﬂJeWS not on Saturdays.

'\

Christian slaves were forbidden to Jews,_and the imminent

possibility of attack, expulsion.df confiScation of property

72Cecil Roth, "Qualification of Jewish Physicians in
the Middle Ages," Speculum, XXVIIIIBBU—836 1953.

?BPirenne, gg. cit., p. 133,

. ?ulsrael Abrahams, "Jews," The Engyclopedia
Britannice (11th. ed.) XV, Lok, ‘ .

- "5gtraus, op. cit., IVi29l.
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 t‘Pr0mpted Jews to acquire a more fluid form of wealth.’6

Abraham's reference implies that 1and was held,

'il;fbought.and-sold by Jews qulte openly, "In our place,

‘when a man wishes to sell any land, a proclamationtis

; ©made in’the synagogue.“77 But Isaao's'mention of reliance

_on non-Jewish oultivation of citron alludes to two 4\\¥—f4e—\;—4\\44\i;-

”ﬂﬂ'fvfactors-~the northward movement of Jewish population

in the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries, and the
wlf‘inoreasing legal restrictions on Jewish 1andholding at _'
this same time 78 |

It seems certain that commerce not agrioulture,

'tiiiattracted Jewish communities to central andaNorthern

'”’,:tEurope, but that these communities adapted themselves to‘v

| ohanging eoonomio opportunities s0 suooessfully that

;"7?ovirtually,no economic role was unknown to them in the

ecourse of & few centuries, The curious idea that the

v"ﬁ,fJews had a special propensity'for trade and finance

‘:alsounds dubious in the light of their pastoral and agricul-‘

tural heritage and ‘the fact that until the time of the-'

 t1ﬂhMaocabees (second century B- C.) there were no ooins in

k76Durant gﬁ. gig., P. 375, . 77Abrahams, ;g. oit., p. 10.
"7§Isaao;fég. cite, P 73{ 79Jaoobs, ;2.-cit., p. 190.
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' 5f or did not care to satisfy the looal needs.

 concentrated. in retail trade, second hand.goods and peddling.

s
Among the far-reaching repercussions of the Crusades
Jwas the emergence of an autochthonone merohant class in
xEurope, which eased the Jews into the position of being
'1nmarg1na1,rathér thean central tradersg Exceptions to this

general transition existed, however;‘in central Europe

'ﬂ:n]Hungary, and Poland) where Christian merohants'could not

80

- Abrahams points out that the Jews of northern and

V-oentral Europe pursued handicrafts and trades like anyone

. else until the thirteenth century. They were particularly

 ]nrecogn1zed as dyers and manufacturers of silk and were

:'*g-early among. those who entered the printing. trade. Later

o talloring became the most common occupation, and when in

‘*{¥1316 Austria forbade Jews to make clothes, they became

81

Durant mentions the participation of Jews in heavier
work such as the metal trades, and the tin mines of Cornwall
. until their expulsion from England 1n.1290.‘ Northern Europe
reoognized Christlan monopolles for}smithe, oarpenters,
;'tailors, shoemakers, millers, bakers, physiclens, and sellers

'I.Qf wine,‘flour, butter and 0113,‘bﬁtf1n_Souﬁhern Europe Jews

80
- 81

Straus, op. oit., IV, 291. .

Abrahams, op. cit., PP, 218~225..v_\
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/7

'ﬁff 7were organized 1nto strong guilds which competed with

';’ ;'Chr1st1an craftsmen.82

The fifteenth century in Spain sew John II prohlibiting

L Jews from being vintners, groceis, taverners, apothecaries, -

f‘}-;phyéicians,}or nurses.83

™y n-.. ﬂ-\..

.L (S ) ugf T LaIUE, SO Tempe

 "1 Fourth Lateran Council, also had some particular provisions
'"j regard1ng Jews,v Chapter X stated that money borrowed from o ' l*

l% ;r5Jews shall not bear interest during & minority end Chapter XI |
7 1providéd for the repayment of money borrowed from Jews and

31f; bthef creditdré.sk English law supplemented the papal ban

f}dn”usury With the enactment of Statutum gé,Judaismo in 1275 S

-,{ﬂthus paving the way for the eXpulsion fifteen‘yeafs later.85

As Pirenne has put 1t, "The more economically advanced ac ;f*

f f7country was, the fewer Jewlish moneylenders Were to be found

'there.86 Straus confirms this Judgment, adding that the

'““Padvanced countries (Italy, Southern France and the Beltio

lands) ignored the papal baen in thelinterests of their
SRS - ’ LN

82purant, op. gli{, p. 376.
83?resdott, op. cit., Is 319.

L 84Afthur William Holland, "Magna Carta," The Encyclo-
- paedia Britannica (1lth ed. XVII, 316 :

500u1ton, op. cit., D 351.-;w
86Pirenne; gg. gig., P. 133¢;:
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.f‘\

5veconomic advantage, whlile central Europe, whose lagging

.~ economy was in dire need of money, obeyed the church ban

‘»75Q and”accepted Jewish servioes;a7

I Coih7clipp1ng night be deemed a'transltionél stage

of a people deprived of financial pursuits retrogressing

CO—COMMETCLa L,

‘ *wf:problem in thirteenth century England, Salzman feels that

'" *fthe chief offenders were Flemish merchaﬁts; but mentions

m‘ .% that Jews Wére accused in. 1278 (with good reason) the entire

'.facommunity.being arrested, hundreds'executed\and sevéfal
’i:thousand,pounds collected in fines. ﬁe adds, however,

© that the expulsion of the Jews in 1290 did not end the . -
*;§ préct1pe; and hé suggests two contribﬁting causes{ the
ifQ ;mmehse variety'but inadequate volume of coiné 1nvcirculatioh,

. end the lack of coins of small denominationg.88

In acdord with the sentiments.of the thirteenth

'fifcentury, Duke Henry of Brabant ordered in 126l--on his

1;'deathbed--that all usurers be expelled. His widow, however,

decided to tolerate them on the advice of St. Thomas Aquinas.8?

87Straus, loc. cit. ' 885alzman, éﬁ. cit., pp. 9-16,

- An example of the problem in thirteenth century England was

that while the smallest coln was a farthing, ale .cost a
penny a gallon, and a good day's work brought a wage of 2 d,

9P1renne, op. cit., Do 134




1{}]&.‘1‘}:]5,\3\1‘& .

57

As Christlan moneylenders organized themselves

LAl

‘?entofinaugurate new forms of credit,'the Jews were left : S

'3zto meet the needs of the common people edvancing‘loansi‘
""on pledges‘whioh~demanded high interest ‘rates--up to
“-;,80%—-1ead1ng in turn to Widespredd resentment 90

lf‘Adventurer—merohants became the new capitalists91 while

the Order of Templars controlled financial relations with
"s’the Christian East.?? (See Chapter Five for more on the
| Templars ) .

As Europe became less feudal and more nationalistic

.-

"'; after the Crusades, the Jew, an outsider 1n feudal times,

i

‘f.'
|

“tb'found even less of a place in the growing national states.~

1 I
[

=

":ivThe closed or segregated community which had been a

jbvoluntary arrangement centered aroundwthe,synagogue prior"
AE‘;'to'the'Crusades,'was succeeded by the compulsofy herding
| of‘European Jews into crowded ghettos‘in tnevieter Middle

Ages. Economic,life was subjeot to severe proseription,

and - their feudal freedom (mentioned p. 41) was replaced

1
I

T

-With nearly total regimentation. The fail of feudalism

W

90

: 91H. W. C. Davis, Review of Henri Pirenne, "les
Villes du Moyen Age," Economic History Review, 18348 350,-.‘
January, 1928, . v _

92

Boissonnade, op. cit., Do 167.’

Pirenne, op. cit., p. 136,
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" and the rise of ghettos led to natiohal Judaism and saw .

. lHL‘ AL

.\‘,”M ]Z.T.. A !

 the deoline of Jewish education andlliteracy;93
Jacobs eXplains the sixteenth oentury commercial . o

“‘and flnanoial activity which caused many European Jews

Li

_to prosper againi ‘ B |

*-ﬁ-v~—~\v‘fg‘b\4mhefinﬁJuenoe of Jgﬂgvgg¥§ggggg§§43§§gns1on
of modern commerce has been mainly due to their
connections, which enable them to transfer goods
and bullion from one country to another with the
least risk, the scattering of Marranos throughout
the Spanish emplre just when the large production

©w . of preclous metals in America gave an enormous
R Impetus to European commerce and B&nded to throw
; bhe bullion trade in their hands.

More recently it would awpear that the influence ," » I

”jff.exerted by Jews in many filelds, 1nolud1ng finance and | < . =

10.i.K] ‘ L
rﬂ
I3

| 'commerce, refleots the success of national revolutions g : A

il

" whose chief objects were to guarantee the rights of

LEN /ST PR B

“1»“find1v1duals.- A iiajor distinction between medieval and

1

- modern timeslis'the responsible two-way relationship

I

‘ 3betweep individuel end scciety. As Laskl has put 1t;

1

The movement from feudalism, to capitelism
is a movement from a world in which individual
‘well-being 1s regarded as the outbome.of‘action

i AN

93Abrahams, op. cit., pp. xxiii-xxiv, 340.
94Jacobs, gg. cit., p. 245, Lﬁknﬁff’~k” h‘
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-socially.controlled to one in -which soclal
well-being is regarded as the: outcome of action A
individually controlled.95 .. o ok

One of the earliest of Europeén“ﬁ;ﬁlongﬁﬁo achieve

oof*u,tolerance“of diversity-was the Netherlands.‘ Its successful
slxteenth century revolt against Spain made Holl?nd'thenoe—

" forward a refuge for the persecuted, 8o personal, politicel, ' -

"and economio opportunity became freer for all, One hundred ' —
~_years later the Puritan Revolution in England accomplished

ff: manyvof thelsame effeots. Cromwell may be thanked for_the'
""‘f:re-entry of the Jews to England afteﬁ;an abéence of almost
four centurieo.‘ of utmost 1mportancé.1n this regard, how-

g évér,‘was the French Revolution in tho-following céntury, which

"“ffproolaimed for the world the 1mportanoe of the basic human

: f 1deals of liberte, ééalite, and fraternltg'mc

95H‘arold J. Laskl, The Rise of European Liberalismz
An Essay in Interpretation. (Londons Ruskin House, George
Allen & Unwin Ltd., 1936), p. 28. i




' 7 CHAPTER.III
' THE ROLE OF THE FRISIANS IN EUROPEAN comMERcE

. While. the Jews confined most, of thelr commercial en-
vdeevors to overland ventures, some of their merchant associates,
| the Frislans 1n particular, were developing'a-m;ritimevtrade._
' This was at least as perilous as traversing the solid surface
| of‘the earth during the Dark Ages 1in terms of theeriSK.to life

- and limb, Plracy was endemic, and wind, weve, and storm took

V their toll._iHowever, 1t was attractive infterms of the profits

- that could be realized and the volume end variety of commodities

""that could be carried,

Under Roman law the concept of Mare Liberum (freedom

~ of the seas) had prevalled, not to be revivedvsuccessfully

‘"«_for about one thousand years with the advent'of the age of

- discovery. Meanwhile the opposite principle emerged, the

idea of Mare Clausum (a sea dominated by one power and closed

to all others)

During periods of history when lend transportation
" and communication are primitive, the,hegemony of a "see-
state" becomes enormously important, Thusithe fringe of
the Aegeen conteined snd reflected the culture end civili-
zation{of,ancient Greece. Venice'e impact was along the

coasts of the Adriatio, and varioustNorthernTpeoplee at

E
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 one time controlled the fringes of the North Sea and the
Baltic.

Burope of the Dark Ages became organlzed on the

A

bases of water connections rather than contiguous areas

of 1and as 1s the case in modern Europe today. For severalA
centuries at a timé, the peoples'who controlied the sea
Vcornered the maritime commerce of the North. The earliést.
. of these was the Frisians. They were a Teutdﬁic tribe

| which began its occupation of a long chain of islands in
'fythe North Sea about twenty-three hundred.years ago. These

7. are still known as the Frisian Islands today,

Isolation from the mainland afforded some security

- from attack,'but continual battle against ehcroachment‘by .

the sea wasinecessary, and artificlal dwelling mounds

. ” j‘provided these people and thelr cattle protection from o

North Sea floods. erp (mound) excavations revealing'

 ' ‘nat1veupottery and other artifacts give evidence of a

. distinctive Frisian culture by the Time of Augustus.1 

| They did, however, heve to enact and re-énact the old

' Prisien proverb, wgg nich will diken mut wikeh;W' ("ﬁho’ .

will not build dikes must go away") in 6rder to'stay‘oﬁf;

1ﬁirk Jellema, "Frisian Trade ;n the Dark Ages,

.8 eculum, XXX (January, 1955), 15,

T
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theirvprecgrioué 1slands.2 They and the'H3981ané ﬁere )
- the only sizable Teutohic groups who rémalned in the
- territorles which they had held in the days of Caésar

~and Tacltus after the V8lkerwanderiung.l

Revolts against Roman rule did not spare the
Frislans from Roman domination during the first century,
“and as a result they supplied soldiery for the Roman
Enpire serving in 1egions on the contlnent as well as 1n.

. Britain.¥

o Z"Frisian Islands," Encyclopaedia Britannica (11ith
‘ed.), XI, 233.

3p. ¢. Munro and G. C. Sellery, Medievéi Civilization

" (New Yorks The Century Co., 1904), ps 329.

AR uTacitus, Annals (New Yorks Harper and Bros., 1873),
: The Oxford Translation Revised, IV, 203~204

Tacitus reports that their rebellion of the year
72 derived from Roman rapacity rather than Frisian
unwillingness to submit. Thelr agreed upon tribute,
"to furnish certain hides for military purposes,"
"seemed Just and feaslble, Bubt when the first:
centurion sent out to govern them demanded large
wild bull hides instead of the much smaller skins
- of theilr domestic cattle, they were forced to
sell their herds, lands, wives, and children,

When next the Roman soldiers came to collect

tribute, they were hanged by the Frisians, who

also defeated the Romen forces sent out to subdue
‘them. Thus the name Frisian gained fame and respect.

1
I
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Roman laws of the early fourth centuryjforbade
| export of bronze and iron, an indication of the strict
‘regulation of commerce within the Empire. Despite
regulation which was supposed to be.helﬁfnl, trade
‘declined in the years of the Late Empire, and commercisl
activity between the free peoples of Germany andlthe Empire
oontinued to diminish steadﬂy during the fourth century.
Toward‘the end of thls century the export of gold was
_ prohibited and Romans were commanded to regain by trade
uigold which had already passed into the hands of barbarian'
:peobies. 'Reduced commerce with the Roman world no doubt
explains thetincreasing importancehofﬁhthergtrsdetconneo—.\
-tions, both maritime and'overland.i Swedish_trede, for .

example, turned eastward in an early stage which later

o led to the establishment of the famous Varangian route

- through Russia.' Meanwhile the Frisians began to look
‘northward toward the sea.5 |
| Even before their trading activities the Frisians
had lsunched an agrioultural revolution,vtilling the iand
)

in the lower Rhine regions in the time of Nero, By the

SArchibald Ross Lewis, The Northern Sees (Princetont
University Press, 1958), pp. 37, 40, 85. A _

: 6A. Dopsch, The Economic and Social Foundations
of Europeen Civilization (Londons K. Paul, Trench, Trubner

E'Co., 1937), P. 130,
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Merovingian era they had adopted two revolutionary
"agricultural techniques unknown to the Romans--the
heavy wheeled piow in place of 1ts light Meditérranean
prototype,vand the horse collar supplantinglthe relatively

inefficient yoke the Romans had used. These two, Ainnovations.

' permitted the cultivation of heavy wet soil thus obening
_-vast new areas to agricultural development; As Lewls |
".points out, the‘afeas utilizing these égrarianoimprovementsv
- were 1deﬁtical with those where commerce first revived.
E#idently a willingness to experiment wa.s on early sympﬁom
. of potential progress in several directions._ _ ‘
- It seems apparent that the Frisians controlled the °
coastlands from the Rhine to the Weser by the turn_of.the;
,sikth century, and in that century Frisia beoamo the
lNorthern destination of the only extant 1and route
. (traversing the Alps and following the Rhine) from the
.Mediterranean.7 ' ' '

During the seventh century: Frisian expansion reached
up the HRhine river. Eoonomio actlvitlegvlnoluded agricul-~
'~ ture, stock-ralsing, and the boginnihgs.of the later famed

textile 1ndustry.8‘ ] : '»’?f ';‘of. : /

[

|

7Lewis,‘gp. cit.y pp. 165-167,

: -8Wybe Jaﬁpe Alberts, "Frisians," Encyclopaedi
Britannice (1965) IX, 947. e




’f.regions which had not seen then for several centurles.

~ The Sutton Hoo treasure (late seventh'century) reveals

aE the‘Rhinelands, Quentovic and Rouen.

SRR AL

In the course of the sixth, seventh and eighth

|

IR .Ll.:iiﬁl LA

Wi

centuries it was Frisian shipping almost exclusively -
which carried‘the commerce of the Northern'countrieé;

the Frislans having estdblished trading posts along

Baltic coasts as well as.at various points in Norwéy

and Denmark§9‘The1r maritime activity'firSt oompéted

) with and thén}superseded the prior efforts of the Irish,

- the Plcts, and the Saxons.l10 During,thé sixth andlsévenﬁh

centuries the North Sea was known as a Frisian lake, and

even the Irish Sea was "Fresicum Mare" to‘Nennius, the
eighth-century Welsh historian,l!
A phenomenon of éeventh century commérce brought

- fore1gn gold coins to England, Frisia, and Northern Gaul,

that England's chief commercial contacts weré with Frisia,
‘ 12 . - , e

Merovinglan silver coinage has often been explained

as a result of a gold drain to the East., Other factors

9Robert L. Reynolds, Europe Emergeé. Transition
Toward an Industrial World Wide Society 600-1750 (Medisons
Uhiversity “of Wisconsin Press, 1961), p. 113,

10Lewis op. cit., pp. 17, 42, 167.

11H..c. Derby, "Medievel Sea-State," Scottish
Geographical Magazine, 483140, May, 1932.\

121 6wis, op. cit., pp. 120, 133.
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seem worthy of equal consideration, hoWever. The fact
that Britain was a great silver producer and that gold

. producing areas were remote seems significant. Further,

" the commerce of the North consisted mainly of non-luxury =

ltems carrlied by small-scale merchants, Thgs silvpr,

rather than gold, was a more useful monetary standsrd. | : L -

In any case the doinage also demonstratesAthe separate

Northern and Mediterranean economies at this time. When -

the Ffanks established Dorestad at about the turn of the

seventh centufy, they provided northern'commsrcs with an
‘active port for some centuries,t3 K

As early as 679 Bede refers to Frisiah:traders in

. London who.deait in slsves.lu Perhaps the mdstfﬁiéaggnt

reference to the slave trade, Whioh constituted such a‘

. large part of northern commerce was POP“EGregory s oomment.15

13
14

Lewis, _R- cit.,‘pp. 34, 145,

Jellema, op. cit., p. 17 ' . —

15J. R, Green, A Short History of the English
People (New Yorks Harper & Bros., 1876), p. 5&. :

Gregory had noted the white bodlies, the fair faces, the

- golden hair of some youths who stood bound in the market-

place of Rome, "From what country do these slaves come?"

he asked the traders who brought them, "“T'hey are English,

Angles!" the slave dealers snswered. Gregory's pity o
velled itself in poetic humor. "Not Angles, bubt angels," .

he sald. R . :
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In addition to slaves there were other exports from the

northern seas and their shores. These included amber,

‘walrus skins and ivory, furs, fish, cloth;‘glass, metalev S
ware, jewelry, and lron produots.16 _ ‘

In congquering the homeland of the Frisians in 734,
- Charles Martel was responsible for the disintegration of | _ | L

Frisia Magna, the inland territorial additions which had

‘Abeen built up during the seventh century.17 Although this
B ~ended the politicél independence of the Frisians,'it did
\not terminate their potential for expansion; but father
diverted 1t into economic channels, and undér the Carollngians
they became the leading marinerq and merohants of the R

northern seas.l,8

Jellema goes so far as to say that during
~the century 750-850 Frisian development an@ gxpansion of , T

. trade foreshédowed\the later Hanseatic suprémacy in the

" commerce of.Westérn Europe.19 (See next 6hapter.)

| | Thé wars of the first half of the eilghth century

had economic as well as religious impllcations. .The whole

web of western commerce was torn from its Mediterranean

B iRV

base, and the villa system collapsed and disappeared. It

can be said that the battles Martel and Pepin fought

16
18

Lewis, op. cit., p. 161, ~L7Alberts, loc. cit..

Lewis, gg. cit., p. 186. l9Jellema, op. cit., pp.
o ' 159 25-
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Aagainst the Moslems were also part of a ¢ivil war un-
iseating the old Gallo=-Roman nobilityuend establishing
as pre-eminent & Germanic Frankish state, 20

Despite early seventh century efforts to convert

the Frisians to Christiasnity, Charles Nartel's vietory.'
Vuin 734 was over a people still largely pagan. Tree
worship was one element of their heatheh preetice»although-

apparently human sacrifice was not.21

_Theif reverence for

- trees became a key factor in the partlal conversion of the
' Fr1s1ans to Christianity, for a group of them wae reelly
lmpressed with Winfrid's temerity and‘impunity when he
deliberately chopped down a large tree'in one of the.saCred~

. groves.

It was not until the latter half of the eighth

22 A storm

~ century that the Frisians becémevChr;stianiZed.
 drove the eerliesf successful miesionary\to,Frisia's shores.
-Wilfrid of York was hospitably received'and,alloWed'to preach

.Christiahity, but his converts were.féﬁfin»number,‘and a

2OLewis, op. cit., pp. 175~ 176

21R.'Hodgk1n, Histéry of thé. Anglo-Saxons (Londonz
Oxford University Press, 1952), 1, 28k,

22Reynolds, _E- cit., p. 180, ﬂifffo:'




' ~ century of continued effort was necessary before a majority
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of the Frisians became Christisns. Another English

missionary undertook the task Wilfrid had started with

more preméditatlon and more preparatidn. Willibrord

- studied in Ireland for twélve years before beingzcommissioned
gs a missionary to Frisia. - Befriended and supported py both
Charles Mértel and Pepin, he died in 738 after having preached
in Frisia for fifty years, often beiné designated "The |
. Apostle of the Frisians." Yet another Engl;shman climaxed
‘the crusade to make Frisia Christian. Winffid (Sée page 68)
had assisted Willibrord for several years, won the name

' Boniface from Pope Gregory II, and enjoyed enormous successes

in Hesse where he converted many, established several
1mportant’monastefies, and in 748 was made Archbishop of . - | i
Mainz. In 753 he returned to Frisia hppingfto.finish the s
work of Willibrord. Martyrdom culminated his efforts the
following year, and it was only aftér Charlemaépé's accession 27

~ that Saxons and Frisisns submitted to Christianity. The

AN

barbarian hordes who had subdued Home’aé&epted'the Romen.
religion.zB_ . \

Under Charlemagne Lex Frisionﬁm, 802, granted

" important privileges based on ancient Frisian laws,

23purant, op. cit., p. 535.



| 70
They retained their name of free Frisians and-their own
land holdings where the feudal system never intruded.
According ﬁo the statuté book, "The Frisiané shali be

free as long as the wind blows out of the clouds and the
world stands. "24 |

Ninthe cenﬁury tradiﬁg activities attracted
Frisians to the Fairs of Troyes and St.vDenis, where
wine was an 1ﬁportant magnet. In Rhineland "Birka"'Jars
they carried it northward to ports like Hedeby, Ribe and
Dorestad. Frankish swords were held in high esteem by
the Vikings, too, and provide another examplevof the
Frisians' rble as merchants and middlemen,2J

An advantage enjoyed by the Frislans 1n'dealing
‘with\many of their customers and patrons was that of
language. No interpreters were needed to ?ngage‘in
commerce with the Franks, Saxons, or'Soandinavians, and
it proved easy to oommunicate with the Anglo-Saxons in

London and York.26 This language fé&ﬁor;.too,‘Was'important

A,
AN

2I‘LJohn Lothrop Motley, Historical Introduction to
the History of the Netherlands Vol. XIII of The Historlans'
- History of the World, ed. Henry Smith Williams, 25 vols.;
(New Yorks The Outlook Company, 1904), p. 277.

25Lewis, 92. cit., pp. 220, 223, : ;;xfif

26Reynolds, loc. cit.

Ak
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" own dialect. Lewis suggests that most Saxon immigrants

- Frisian slave-traders in London during the seventh century.

'in the success of the English missionaries to Frisia,

.Roman withdrawal and before the acandinavian invasions,

" Trenslated by H. B. Dewing. (Londont William Heinemann,

71

None of them encountered difficulty in preaching'in his

to Britain came by way of Frisia, while Hodgkin equates

‘the Frislans of -Procoplius with the Jutes .27 Procopius,

writing in the sixth century, described Britain after the

The 1lsland of Brittia.ls inhablted by three
very numerous nations, each having one king
over 1t, and the names of these nations are

- Angili, Frissones, and Brittones, the last
being from the islsnd itself,28

Mentioned earlier (p. 66) was the presence of

By the elghth century. Frisian merchants had»established

a colohy in York from which they were expelled in.?78

when discrimination agalinst foreign merchants reached

one of its earliest pitches.29

=

27Lewis, op. git., p. 72 and Hodgkin, op. cit., p. 82.

28Procopius of Caesara, History of the Wars

1928), v, 255. | 2
29Lewis, op. cit., pp. 100, 183;‘237;_f? 



| 72

As might'be expected, a seafaring people based

“its maritime activity on fishing first, later bedoming
1ntfigued by éxploration and trade. th exclusively
"_mgritime,‘however, (See pp. 63—64.)}the,Frisians continued
with agricultural experiment and progress develop}ng the |
Holstein breed of cattle. (These distinctive and pro-
ductive cows are sﬁill called Frisians in England todaj.)
_Thus two important foodstuffs became avallable to exchange
for two others. Fish and cheese wefe tréded for méat and
‘grain. In contrast to this direct exportation,-thé
Frisians found they could sell millsﬁones from the Rhine
region to the Danes.BO :

By Cérolingian times Mainz, Worms, and other
..Rhenish towns had separate quarters for Frisian merchants
and tradérs in sultable locaﬁibns,31 end a relative monopoly
of trade across-thevohaﬁnel becane available-to'the Frislians
-as Anglo-Saxons settled down to become conf;rmed ?1and-

. lubbers."32 Their commercial dominance was greatest, how= .

ever, in the North Sea and in the Béltic,érea;;'Apparently\ ,

there was no significant oommercialvcompetition_in this

3oReynolds, 1oc. cit.
31Dopsch, op. cit.,.p. 322.
32Boissonnade, op. cit., p. 111,
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area until the Scandinavians bestirred themselves.33
(See page 75)

Pallia fresconica was a prized textile. Charle-

- magne sent glfts of it to Haroun al Raschid (Aaron the
Just), and Louls the Pious presented similar gifts to

his own of‘f‘i.c:ia.l:s.3LP Boissonnade has stated that this
specialized ocloth industry, springing from wool production
among the free peasants of Frisia, fed the commefcial
markets of the west for three c>enturj.e.s;.3l5 fPower con-

B curred w1£h Pirenne in feeling that the faﬁéus Frisian
cloth compared with Arabic numeralé in that the‘desigq '
nation appliéd to carriers rather than originators.36'
Regardless of the source, this is yet ahothgr confirmation
of theAeffeotive commercial activity of the{Frisians.

In Sweden grave excavations dating frbm_thé late ninth
and early tgnth centuries iévealed'forty exampies of these
_textiles in an unbroken series. There is no question

~that thls material, which Sabbe belleved was of English
. v. ..\’ '.v

33LeWis, op. cit., p; 201,

Hyellema, op. cit., p. 32,
35Boissonnade, o .E- cit., p. 106,

36Eileen Power, The wOol Trade 1n English Medieval
Historx (Oxford: University FPress, 194T7, Pe 9.
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origin, became the most famous item of ninth century

B ‘III’,}T‘II.II e

)
|

commerce transported by the Frisians,'heirs of a

‘!Ihi.v J”‘J Fil

favorable geographical position.37

[
|

Charlemagne late in his reign prohibited thei
eXport of Frisian cloth to Gaul. He may have been trying
~to discipline the Frisians, chief merchants to Scandinavia,
and thus prevent them from becoming too friendly with his - H
Danish enemies. The ninth century revival;of commerce | A
and maritime traffic extended the sphere of Frisien: traders,
however, and during the reign of Louis the Pious‘mention
1s made of olive oll being sent Eﬁ the Rhine.38

It was their mastery of the sea Which gave the

Frisians pre- eminence in trade at this tlme, particularly

the development of a type of vessel which was especlally
well suited to commerce, the cog (kogge).?? Although T
Alfred the Great distingulshed between “Frisian.ships" | 7
and those he was constructing for his navy in England,

he did use Frislans to man his ships and tnusehad access
.\ ) s )

R

37Lewis,'92. cit., pp. 206, 297.
3®1p14., pp. 192, 200, 236.

P orin J. McCusker, Jr., "The Wine Prise and
Medieval Mercentile Shipping," S eculum, XL:2 (April,
1966), 286, .
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to the ldeas and technical skills required for experiment

in ship-building.¥0 Tt is 1likely that Alfred's decision

-not to use the Frisian type reflects the age~-old distinoc-~

tion between long and round ships, oars and salls, and
warships and merchantmen, %1 :

Frisla's exclusive position in northern trade was

Jeopardized during the ninth century by a succession of

Viking ralds and settlements. Of course the Frislans were
. not the only targets of Viking asctivity during the busy and

'turbulent ninth century. Every attailnable coastal region

wa.s attacked by the ubiquitous northern seafarers, whose

extensive explorations were no doubt sparked by 23 population

vexplosion in the lands of the midnight sun. Frisia did not

prove to bhe a hospitable place for Norse oolonization,
'however,'and the settlements‘attempted therevwere short¥
lived. To some extent Frislan revolts were responsible
for dislodging the Norsemen, and another factor ﬁas the
degree of quarreling, dissension, and internal friction
among them. Had they been sucoeseful with theilr Frisian

colony, as they were later in Northern France, a sort of

4oﬁbdgkin, OD. cit}, p. 585.

41Romola and R. C. Anderson, The Sailing Shipi

Six Thousand Years of History (New Yorks R, M. McBride & Co.,

1963), pp. 28~ -29.
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Germen Normandy probably would have resulted.%2
' The maritime activities of the Vikings, which
héd threatened Frisian commerce in the niﬁth_céntury,
éxprdpriated 1t in the tenth dominating the,northefh
seas for almost two centuries. In addition to the raidé
which had hurt Friéian commefce, the rise of sucﬂ toﬁns'
as Hamburg aﬁd Bremen offered real'<>ompet:11:1on.""3 Thus,
although the Frisians had been the chief méritime‘folk
of'thé North See and the Baltic for several centuries,
by the tenth century they relinquished thelr commerciai

dominence to the active Northmen.uu Scattered Fridian

colonies and.mefchant guilds still exlsted, and individual -

merchants maintained far-flung commercial contacts;45
Sporadic revolts against outside control recurréd, as in
- the days of the Roman Empire, and as 1ateva§'the thirteenth

century the King of Denmark died on a oampaign against

42Joseph R. Strayer and Dana Carlton. ‘Munro, The

Hiddle Ages, 395-500 (New Yorks Appleton-Century Coey
Inco, 19“’2)’ po 106 .

43Jellema,'gg. cit., p. 34.

bhe, v, Previte-Orton, The Shorter Cambridge
Med12Xa1 History (Cambridges University Press, 1953),
I’ 3 vu o '

'45Lewis, op. it., oP. 346-347,”474;”

Fedl
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Frisians who had.refused to pay a new tax called the
"plough penny.“46 ‘

A spirited and independent people, whb varied their
farming and flshing activitles W1th merchandising by both
land and sea, the Frisians, like most maritime people, '

: indulged in exploration too, and the eleventh cehtufy saw
a Frisian expedition to Greenland, Lewis suggests a |
parallel between the economic proclivitlies of colonial
New Englanders and medieval Frisians, each with a dual
economic orientdtion, agriculture and seafériﬁg.u7

The revival of commerce in the Middle Ages underx
the Frisians, thelr immediate succeésorslfhe Scandinavians,
and. later the Hanse, familiarized nofth'Eurbpean traders
‘with Roman law. Their far flung contacts introduced them
to 1t directly, and because 1t ﬁas sd well designed for a
commercial éociety,iit was accepted end adopted. The -
eleventh century saw such a revival of interest'in Roman
law that Bologna became a study center‘fdr it. DBookkeeping,

7

also an aid in the world of large écale\and distant business

and commercial transactions, was studied at Bologne, 'coo.L"-8

46Lynn Thorndike, The History of Medieval Europe
(Cambridges: Houghton Mifflin Co., The Riverside Press,
1928), p. 488,

“7Lew1s, op. cit., p. 231

48Reynolds, QE; cit., p. 188,
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The>thre§ chief commodities providing the backbone
of Medleval commerce: cloth, slaves, and wine, seem
identical with those of the ancient world. Relatively’
~ 1ittle has been written on the last two, but knowledge
is falrly complete on the risérof the European textile’
industry, and 1ts impact was enormous.on fhe Low‘Countries,
where the Frisians donminated the commercial world for so
long. According to the evidence of'the Domesday Book,
sheep-raising was already an important activity in England
prior to the Normen Conquest, and its 1ater-expansion was
~ fed by the increased demands of the Flemish industry as
well as the piloneer work of the new monaspic orderé,
particularly the Cistercians, the Gilbeftines, and tﬁe
.Praemonstratensions.u9 | |

Despite the usual tendency to regardvthé econony
of Medleval Europe as based upon local self-sufficiehcy,
it can be readily appreciated that such produqts as Wihe,
cloth, and slaves, required more than a locel market. 1In
regard to the tektile industry in partiéular, Eileen Power

has commented,

49 Nellie Nielson, "Medieval Agrarian Society in its
Prime: England," The Cambridge Economic History of Europe
(Cambridgez University Press, 1941), I, 462,
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The economic, and a good deal of the
- political history of Europe has been
profoundly influenced by the fact that
- the earliest homes of the cloth manu-~

-facturing were not identical with the

most %8portant centres of wool producw

tion. '

When producer and consumer lived in different
locgtions,apd under different governments, it was to
the interest of each to maintain conditions of peace
in order'for'cqmmerce to continue, needs to be satis-

fied, and profits (including duties, an important source
of governmental revenue) realized. This kind of trade
stimulated the transition to a money economy, too, presaging
modern capitalism. (See page'131 regarding the'qommutation
of feudal rents and services into money ter@s.)' *

As economic interdependence gave way to national
self-sufficlency, rivalries becanme truly'international,
~and mankind's inclinetion to resort to force was no longer
inhibited. For instance, when wool production and manu-
 facturing were combined in England during the later Middle
Ages, nationalism resulted, and intérhatibnal competition
was promoted instead of the previously necéssary co-~operation.’

Some of the lesser commodities_carried by Frisians.

and other Medieval traders were amber, furs; andfwild

50Power, op. cit., p. 8.

:
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beasts from the Baltic area, the traditional spices and
sllks from the Near East, end wmineral and metal products
from variocus northern areas. Neither commercial nor
political organization was highly developed until the
later Mlddle Ages which elloved for the operation of
generally free traﬁe.sl

Moss's idea thst the greatest administrative change
in Eurcopean history was the replacement of the polis
system by the Homan world emg;re5§5iszCapable’ofwsome
interesting projection and extension. A similarly signifi-
cant change could be accomplished gs the fragmentation and
anarchy of the Dark Ages became obsolete with the ecornomie
and political organization of the new national states of

the world.,

51L&wis, op. ¢it., po. 37, 162, 225.

52H. St. L. B. Mess, "Eccnomic Consequences of the
Barbarien Invasions," Economwic History Review, VII (May,
1937), ©p. 209-216. Reprinted in Protlems in European
Civilization, ed. Alfred Havighurst. The Pirenne Thesis:
Analysis, Criticism, and Revision {(Bostont D. C. Heath &

Co., 1958}, p. 52.




CHAPTER IV
COMMERCIAL AND FINSNCIAL ACTIVITIES OF Tug BALTIC HANSE

Five centuries after the pesk of Frisian Pover enother
Germanic peovle ceme to a dominent rosgitior in control of
Baltic commerce. Competition end cheos interrupted by
Scandinavian control of the sess in the tenth century filled
the interim between Frisian ewinence and Henseatic monoroly.
{cee pp. 75-76.) Perhsps true of all of these is the Hense
zmotto inscribed over tre dooriay of an old shiuping house in

remen,

Navigare necesce est,
Vivere non est necesse,

o

Lekonte's cholice of the term, Baltic Hense, seens

more ajnvropriste than the ususl reference Henseatlce Learue,

arn example of teutology gince hense csme to meen lersgue,

allisnce, union, guild, or association.z

1D. K. Bjork, "Three Hense Towns end Arcnlves: Erucec,
Lubeck, Tallinn,”™ Pacific Historicel Review, 33297, Sentexter,
1940,

ZJohn-L. Laﬁonte, The Ynrld of the Hiddle Axes (New
York: Apoleton-Century-Crofts, Inc., 1943) p., 550n.

an effort to attain some consistency., owme sources and
dictlonaeries seem to prefer the former, The btesic difference
seems to be that hanse 1s tke 0ld French form and hensa
Kedieval Latin, Cne modern arvvlicstion, Lufthsnca, indlcstes

preference for the Medleval Letin forn,

The decision to use hanse instesd of héasa hus been mmle in
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Merchant'guilds preceded similar craft organizations
as traders anticipated townsmen. Traveling together‘for
security, mercharts tended to settle'as orgenized groups

3

at favorable points for further commerce,

3

Warren O, Ault, Europe in the Middle Ages (Bostonz
D, C. Heath & Co., 1932), p. 348,

‘Pirenne equated hanses with armed caravans (A History of
Europe, p. 213), and Knight described the evolution of the
-term thus: u

Hanse at first signified a heap or collection,

It came to mean a number of men, an assoclation,
and then specifically an assoclation of merchants.
Sometimes i1t wes used interchangeably with gild.
The two gradually came to be distinguished through
the application of hanse to an association of

merchents away from home, and from this to a
league of the towns they represented,

(Melvin M. Knight, Heonomic History of Europe to the End
of the Middle éges, “p. 206,)  Brinkmann has stafed dogmatically,

“Hanse and not hansa (the latinization of the German
word), is the accepted spelling in the scientificé literature
of the subject." He also expleined that its earliest Gothic
and Anglo-Saxon reference was to the militery followers of
kings and nobles. ("The Hanseatic League," The Journal of

. Economic and Business History, TIsk (August 1930, p. 585,

-Doehaerd's article reviews Ducsnge s five definitions of
" -hanse: 1) a tax on merchandise, 2) a society of merchants,
3) a group of artisans, 4) an initiation fee for entering
a trade, and 5) a federation of towns. She concludes that
an aid to understanding these seemingly separate references
1s the concept that hanse implied both a tax and freedom
from that:tax, {R. Doehzerd, “A propos du mot hanse,"
Revue du Nord, XXX, 129 (Jdnu9ry—Apr11, 1951), pp. 18, 28,

b
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 which is the objective of so mahy\nation—étates of the

twentieth century.
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For several centuries the Baltic Hanse dominated

.the commércial activity of Northern Europe attaining 1its 5
greatest aspendancy during the thirtéenfh century.
Dedicated to suppressing threats to trade, the Hénse also
aimed to control and extend existing commexrcial patterns;
which, of course, were large inter-municipal or inter- |
regional rather than international. It is possible to
see in the co-operative efforts of groups of merchants

in various cities evidence of the so-called federal spirit

N

4Helen Zimmern, The Hansa Towns (New Yorks G P,
Putnam s Sons, Londons: T. Fisher Unwin, 1895), p. vii.

(Doehaerd! re hanse, continued)

la souche sur laguelle s'articulent les les
différentes significations du mot hanse soit
la nation blvalente. impdt-franchise; elle
semble la seule & notre avis, qul permette
d'expliquer seinement tous les textes,. Si
nous reprenons lesdefinitions de du Cange,

. en cherchant a2 mettre l'accent sur cette

: communaute de nwture, nous dirons que 1e mot
"hanse a signifés; 1° simultsnement un impot
et la franchise de cet impBt, 2 le group
des affranchis de la hanse- impot 3° une taxe
Qe rachat des franchises &conomiques propres
8 un group, 4° un group de marchands bénéficiant
des memes frenchises eoonomiques sur certain
marchés, et enfin 5° une fédération de villes
lides par un traitment de franchise réciproque.




. -al1iance to protect the Baltic trade routés.

8L
As early.as the eleventh century‘merchan£ gui1ds
became common in Northern Europe, snd it did not take
long for them o organize into powerful federations
(hanses), many of which were primarily concerned with
tfaciiitating business at the fairs of Champagne.?"Pro~
tected by Henry the Fowler -in the tenth century,lrising
German citles met further encouragement under Frederick
Barbarossa during the twelfth dentury. The frequent
absence of impériai or papal rulers fostefed and fﬁrthered
the independent spirit of the Germen citlies and the
'._organized merchants who dominated them, and it Waé in 1241,
“when both the papal and imperial thrones were vacant, that

 under the name of Hanse Libeck and Hamburg formed an

6

Perhaps the earliest alliance was the Rhenlsh League

of 1226 which subsided and revived more,thgn once. This
and several other associations of cities wére'lobsely knit
federal organizations subject to dissolutibn but de#oted
to furtherance of commercial aims and adual defense--

political and nmilitary--against feudality.7

5Boissonnade, on. cit., p. 163.
6Zimmern, op. cit., p. 7.
7S ‘Harrison Thomson, Europe 1n Renaissance and

Reformation (New York: harcourb Brace & WOrld Ino., 1963),
p. 218, . _
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Wisby (Visby on the island of Gotland) was long-
the center of early Baltic trade_and_Hanse activity. Here
dues were pald and common money deposited. The deposits
were stored in'the Church of Our Lady Maria Teutonicorum,
and aldermen from the four most important citiess Ltlbeck,
Wisby, Soest, and Dortmund, had keys té the>06mm§n treasure.
These aldermen also presided over a common council and
stringently enforced its decisions. Pope Honorius II
granted the German traders his protectioh for Wisby in
acknowledgment of their efforts to convert pagan peoples.8
Three centuries later the Peace of Stralsund initiated
Hanseatic supremacy in Baltic affairs. This Cuiminated
the 1ohg struggle between the Hanse and the peoples of

Scandinavia. At times‘their political and economic

competitibn was difficult to differentiate‘from uhregulated
acts of overt piracy, and many conversionsjhad been at
sword's point. The provisions of the peace treafy ended
full scale Danish aggressiveness in the Béitio, and in
'compensétioh for daﬁages their tradé'had\suffered durihg
' the war, the Hanse cities were given full posséssion for
fifteen years of the Skdne castles: Skandr, Falsterbo,

Helsingborg, and Malmd with numerous dependent districts

|

——on e

8 _
Zimmern, op. cit., pp. 25, 28,




" these places,
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éﬁd the right to collect two~thirds of all revenues fron
9

Both clerical and lay attitudes tended to regard

. flotsam and Jetsam as a gift of Providence during the

Middle Ages. Thils viewpoint no doubt stimulated a certain
amount. of plracy and plundering despite the faotlthat old
Teutonlic law ﬁéde cities responsible fdr traders'! losses
due to malignant shipwreck or robbery. The discipline of
the Hense was more potent than that of pope or emperor,
and towns "unhansed" lost their commerce uﬁtil heavy fines

were pald., Cologne, for example, always one of the more

turbulent meumbers of the League, suffered this fate,

Even individuals could be "unhansed" for failufe to observe

'cqmmercial law, and their readmlission was more difficult

than that of a town. Thus adventuresome and piratical

merchants became transformed into an industrious and peace-

loving organiéation.lo

Features of Hanse colonies on alien soil included
their own church and storehouse plﬁs 1iving quarters.
Ultimately they were scattered from Bergen in the North

to Venice in the South and from Novgorod‘and-Smolensk in

9D K. Bjork "The Peace of Stralsund, 1370
Speculum, VII, L5k, 466 (October, 1932),

10

—it et

Zimmern, op. cit., pPp. 28-29.




87,
the ﬁast to York and London in the West. The common motto
was, "freedom for the common merchant at home and ébroad."ll
Hahse traders, like other merchants of‘the timé,
‘tended to winter where the season caught them., By the
- fourteenth century there were specific orders frém the

Hanseatic Diet that merchants should not sail between

Martinmas and Candlemas (November ll--February 2) although

- two important exports, hérring and beer, were exempt fron

this restriction. The obvious justification for the herring‘
"exémption wasAthe importance of pre-Lenten delivery.'l2

German cities, the nucleué of the Hanse, had been
'influénced by sustained connectigns with their Italian
counterparﬁs. Centuries of contact with Rome had been
maintained by the German Kings (Holy Roman Emperors), and
it had long been possible for the entourage of the Emperor
 to observe the municipal organization and independence of
the Italian cities.13 Individual Italiansvoould find
sanctuary in Gérmany where they were free to express sentiments
at Qariance with papal views. Qne.such\was Arnold of Brescia,
a pupll of Abelard, who had been banished by the pope gs a |
“political éhd ecclesiastical heretic. Having fled to

Southern Germeny, Arnold spoke on political, economic, and

11

13

2
Zimmern, op. cit., pp. 20, 45, 1

s —————

Tbid., p. 18.

Lopez, op. cit., II, 291,
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- social matters in addition to publicizing his ecclesiastical
dissents. A disciple of individual Iiberty, he added to

the German understanding of munic}pal institutions through
his comments on the Itallan ones he had Known., ¥

- Transalpine communications were not rapid or

predioﬁable,lnor even uninterrupted, but they were pre-
served. Benefitting from the example and competition of
some Italiah-merchants, the Hancse enjoyed control of the
Baltic comparable to the Italian control of the Mediter-

ranean trade., Some Italian praoticeé they rejected, and

some they never attained. By the turn of the sixteenth -

. century their commercial and financial methods lagged about

two centuries behind those of the Italians.15

In contrasting the development of cities in Germany
and Italy (neither of them united countries during the
Middle Ages) Zimmern remarked,

Jealousy and rivalry were ever rife amnong

them, (the Italian cities) and in the end

they destroyed themselves. Where nature

is kind men can better afford to .be cruel,

and need not hold together in such close

union. .

Germanm having escaped Roman rule and religioh,

was free from several convictiors of the ex-Roman world,

bluzimmérn, op. cit., op. 38, 40.

15Lopez, loc. cit, 1621mmern, op. cit., p. 22,

panthwe iy
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especially thoseof distaste for commerce. This is par-
'ticularly'interesting in view of thevfact that manual
labor was»regafded as unworthy of a free man by the
Teutons.;7

Until the accessioﬁlof Charles IV, no German
Bmperor since Barbarossa had evinced much intereét in
the northern portions of the Empire. Charles's official
state visit to Lilbeck, 1373, demonstrated hié concern for
‘Baltic affairs while reflecting his desire to influence
 the succession to the Denish throne. Earlier he had taken
the city of Hemburg under his personal care and had ex-
pressed himself as regerding the Hanse as ah element of
strength to thg Bupire. He refrained from interfering
‘with Hanse activities, and reciprocally the Hanse kept out
of internaliimperialZaffairs.l8 This imperial concern with
»ahd appreciation of the rising cities ianermany was in no
way éimilar'to the situation in neighboring France. Contrary
‘lﬁo the Gérmaﬁ Emperors, Fpenoh monafché regarded clties as
a challenge to royal suthority. Discipiining of French
cities by the king Was‘fairly common, and revocation of
‘privileges resulted when either temporal or ecclesastical

authority was challenged. No leagues of cities'were permitted

18
1?Ibid., D. 14, Thomson, op. cit., p. 146,
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“in France, which‘precluded competition for the Hanse from
this source.19
L#beck, (Seé pp. 84, 89) known as the Queen of the

Hanse, became the most frequent meeting place for the
Hanseaticvdiets. Geographlcally convenient to mgst member
cities, Lﬂbéck provided leadership in law and fihance,
too. Her laws prevailed at the Hanse diets, and she was
the centef of commercial snd financiasl transactions as
well as a magnet for investment capital. Fourteenth
century Lilbeck boasted eighty thousand inhabitants, a
’téﬁal not(;e-attained until the present century. Her Staple
Act, like Cromwell's later Navigation.Acts, enunclated a
mercantilistic polio& exciuding all foreign_shipping'and
reqﬁiring_non—HanseatiQ traffio,ﬁO'gb by wéy of Lﬁbeck,zo

| Within the Hanse every effort was made.to trace
fraﬁdulent merchandise to its source and punish the per-.
t petrators., For example, a bale df linen'of_sub—standard-
: quaiity delivered to Novgorod was condemned,'“no honourable

and good wan could be paid in such'ware}" It was sent back

to Riga, from there to Wisby, and finally to Lilbeck where

the aldermen undertook to identify and punish the culprit.21'

19Ibid., p. 46,

2OZimmern, op. ¢it., pp. 85, 89, 101,'202; 256,

2l1pia., p. 124,
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Despite theAHanse's intention to promote and
regularizé'trade, ﬁhere were occasions when it 6ond0ned
piracy, and member cities singly or in combination even
resorted to it against such long-term enemies as the
Danes. Even oombaﬁting piracy vrovided sonme excgsé for
indulging in ;t on the hoary rationélization thaé all is
fair in love and war, An interesting illustration of this
was the Hanse . fleet sent out against pirate chieftéins |
headquartering in Frisia at the turn of the fifteenth
century. This was & successful enterprise under the command
.of Simon of Utrecht, a Hamburg alderman, whose flagship,
Bunte Kuh (variously tresnslated as Brindled Cow, or Colored
Cow), was unique in Hanseétic history because of 1its profané
bname;:custom being to denominate vessels for some saint or
“angel as.a,bid foxr speciél protection,

Robbefy on thé highroads, as well as)on the-high‘:
seas, Jeopardized commerce during the Middie‘Ages. Cften
it was the territorial lord himself who plundered passing
merchants directly dr claimed their poséessiéhs under the
accepted rights of wreckage and salvage, More thén in the
case of mariﬁime commerce, the hazards of land travel

related mostly to humen determinants. So security of
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persén and property became one of the'eafly objectives of
the Hanse, soon followed by the effért to regulate and
reduce local taxes and tolls.??

Within the security of the Hanse colonles overseas,
many Germen traders found greater personal freedpm as well
as numerous privileges unreélized in their homelénd. This
type of permanent settlement in each foreign land the
Hanse dealt with was known as the Kontor and enjoyed
considerable éutonémy. However, the Hanseatic cities
were unwiiling to extend recivrocal privileges to foreigners
‘"wlshing to trade within their walls. It was only in foreign

commerce that the Hanseatic seal was used--the imperial

double eagle with the inscription "Signum civitatum

maritimarum, "

In a time when all adult men were trained for war-
fare, the Hanse merchant trustedvto.God and his own'right
arm. Paradoxically, though, it was mercenaries who
‘constituted:the majority Qf the Hanse armies during the
later ﬁilitaﬁt existence of the organizétion. Though
aggressive in extending its authority and punishing
infringement of its rights, the.Hans%.like:all commercial

undertakings, pursued peace and prosperity rather than the

221014, , pp. 126-127, 130-131, 93.
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economic disorganization of war, Officlal referehce-to

-1ts ships was Friedenschiffe (peace ships), and even its

fortified towns were designated Friédenbﬂrgené{peaoe settle-~
ments).23 v B

| Commercial expansion and consolidation gave fhe
Hanse control of the mouths of all of the great rivers
enptying into the Baltic, an interesting.duplication 6f
the area ofJFrisian dominance some centuries earlier,
Hoﬁever, uhlike the Frisians, the Hanseatic merohants
imposed a rigid rule not only upon thelr own members but
upon the cities they controlled. This led to a series of
‘uprisings in the late fourteenth century in such cities as -
~ Bremen, Brunswick, Lilbeck, Stralsund, and Cologhe. Having
bbecome mighty‘the Hense was no longer sympathetiq to change
and took. firm steps to put down these urban revolts and
retain unchanged the order it had established.24

| One of the most important and enduring of the Hanse
connectlons was that-whicﬁ they enjoyed end profitted fron
so long in England. Before the Nofman'ébnquest and until

after the defeat of the Spanish Armada (six centuries all told),

Hanse merchants benefitted from special privileges in Britain.

25
24

Tbid., pp. 30, 34, 95, 114, 205,

Thomson, op. cit., pp. 234-235,
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Centuries before the German cities combined to
form their famous league, Teutonic merchants had a foot-
hold in London. In,978 during the reignvof Ethelred the
Unready, London's lawbook mentionedvﬂthe people of the
Emperor have‘been judged worthy of the good laws, like
to ourselves¥?> Later Baltic merchants from Lﬂbéck and
othexr futﬁfe Hanse cities succeeded in usurping the
important voluﬁe of trade that England a&hieved with
1 Norway during the twelfth qentury.26

| By the beginning of the eleventh century the
Cologne Hense was already established in London uhder
'.royal protection. VWhen in 1194 Richérd I returned from
the Third Crusade in dire financial straits, the Hanse
in London provided needed funds., In recompense 1t was
. favored by reduced cusfoms levies and given the right
to buy or sell in any English faif.v Merchants from
Cologne were soon joiﬁed by groups from Bremen,vHamburg,
and Libeck, and by the beginning'of ﬁhe»fburteenth century
there were traders from sixty German towﬁs sharing:the
same residence and the same rights in London. In return

for lending money to English monarchs, they were given

2BZimmern, op. ¢cit., p. 15.
26 |

Power, op. cit., p. 58.
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many concessioné in addition to the reduced customs already
" mentioned. The king turned over collection of cusfoms,
control of thé royal Cornish tin mines; and even on oc=-
caslon the crown jewels as Security.27 Gradually the
privileges of German merchants in London were extended,
and after the marriage of a daughter of Henry Illto Henrj‘
 the Lion, Duke of Saxony and patron of the city of Libeck,
thé prestige of German merchants was inbreasedifurtherﬁ
For thé_first-time Rhine winé could be sold.;n Greét
'Britain._ During the reigns of Henry's sons commerciél
connections between Germany and England were active and
later enlarged after the aoceséion of Edward I. Throughout -
this time English crossbowmen received the yew wood for
their bows  from Austria.28

_ Two significant documents in regard ﬁb the Hanse
stem from the relgn of Edward I. One dated,June, 1282,
stlll in the archives of L#beck, records for the first

time the expression: Mercatores de hansa Almeniae in an

agreement between the City of Londoh and\the already famous

league.29' The more celebrated Charter of 1303 dealt with

27Héaton, op. cit., op. 147-148,

' 28Zimmern, op. cit., pp. 16, 181.

29Richard Howlett, "Hanseatic League," Palgrave's
Dictionary of Politicel IHconomy (London: Macmillan and
" Company, Ltd., 1923), II, 280.
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North German merchants as a single body and came to be

regarded by the Hanse as the constitutional basis of

' their privileged status in England.3° Probably under

Gresham's influence, this cherter was withdrawn by
Edward VI in 1552, but restored two years later by
Mary!31 It was élso during the relgnbof Edward i that
the Germans formed the corporation establishing the
famous "Steelyard.® The hame derived from the 0ld German,
. Stdlhof (sample room); implyihg that, unlike other lMedieval
fmerchant& the Hense based 1ts prosperous tréde on commédities
for which samples could be stored rather than‘the all too
ubiquitpus slave trading. % |

In the early years of his reign Edward III relied
'upon foreign merchents, Itaslian and German, in financial
matters. Finelly the protests of English merchants pre-
vailed, and as of July 8, 1343, a bargain was struck

between the King and thirty-three merchants‘resulfing

in the formation of the YEnglish Comﬁéhy" privileged to

N,
\,
\

3OMichael Postan, %“The Trade of Medieval Europe:
The North," Cambridee Iconomic History of Europe (Cambridgez
University Press, 1963), i1, 224.

3lgnignt, op. cit., p. 21k,

32g3ummerfield Baldwin, Business in the Middle
Ages (New York: Henry Holt Company, 1937, p. 8k,
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collect customs and to gusrantee royal revenues.33 When
this eariy syndicate of English merchants failed to satis-
. fy the king's finanoial fequirements as hadﬁthe earlier
Italians'(Bardi, Ffescobaldi, Peruzzi), dnce again Hanse
merchants had the opportunity to become fhe kingfsv
financlers. Thé crownband most treasured jewelsiof Edward
vIII rested long at Cologne, a paswn for reédy monéy. Resent-
ment against the Hanse swelled in Englahd as returning
English'merchants'complained of the iﬁjustices inflicted
upon them in Hanseatic ports. During such outbursts as
the Wat Tyler rebellion, foreigners were persecuted and
pursued, even murdered when unable to pronounce "“bread

S Under Richard II

- and cheese" in proper English accents,
‘the Hanse's charter of privileges was confirmed only affer
thé Hahse permitted its home monopoly to be penetrated

by English merchants and a program of reciproclity was
reoognized.35

| Avtreaty concluded in London, 1409, promised.
English ﬁerohants freedonm to trade';n Baltic countries

- as Germans could in England, but succeeding English

monarchs did not support their own merchants, and Bdwerd IV

33George Sales, %"The Wnglish Company' of 1343 and
a Merchant's Qath," Speculum, VI, 183, 1931.

34H.'Palais; Uingland's Pirst Attempt to Break the
Commercial Monopoly of the Henseatic League, 1377-1380,%
The American Historicel Beview, LXIV, (July, 1959), 854, 857,

351pid., p. 865.
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surrendered the‘olaims of English merchants against the
Hanse as a reward to Hense towns for their help in getting
him bvack to England and his throne. 36 This was documented
in the Treaty of Utrecht, 1475, which deeded the sites
of Hanse Kontors in England to the German group and
fesﬁablished thevamount of the debt to the Hanse ét %50,000,
which was not to be paid outright but to be coliected by
remission of duties. The guestion of extra-territorial
'JuStice was not dlarified, however,lﬁdﬂthé“resentment'of
later'Eﬁglish rulers.3’

'Both the'Hundred Years' War and the subsequent
War of the Roses undermined the prestige and power of
English merchants, and once apain the Hanse enjoyed a
controlling position in English commerce resuming its
purchaées of wool, hides, corn, beer, and cheese.l

Grateful Edwerd IV [1461-1483), the first of the
House of York to attain the throne after the War of the
Roées, reconfirmed all of the ancient Hanseatic monopolies
"~ in England, and this situation preVaile&~for almost a

oenturyvuntil the time of Edward VI.38

36J' L' Kirbvy, "”ir William Sturmy S Embassy to
Germany in 1405-06, an lipisode in Anglo- -Hanseatic Helations

History Today, XI, 47, (January, '1965).

37Kn1ght ;R cit., p. 214,

‘3821mmern, ov, cit., pp. 186, 194,
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Benry VII, who was keenly appreciative of the
value of commerce, dld not curteil Hanse privileges
in England but did get the Harnse to vermit English
merchants to trade on equal bases with the Henseatlc
merchants in Denmerk and Iceland. His subsequent com-

mercial treaty with the Netherlends, Intercursus Magnus,

did, of course, deprive the Hanse of its role ac middle-
man in thet trade,- >

Under Henry VIII, whose attitude wes basically
friendly to the Banse, occasional inspections and threats
of restrictions emanated from the texperamental monarch,
The overall result was that during Henry's reign (1509-
1547}, Hanse privileges were confirmed and extended.

Sir Thomas Gresham, founder of the London Exchange
ani en influentisl sdviser to the young Edwerd VI,
encouraged the Merchant Adventurers whom he referred
to &8s the "New Hanse" or the %English Hanse." By the
middle of Edward's reign, however, only 1100 pleces of

native ¢loth were exported by the English compared with

44,000 by the Hanse per year,

39Thomson, op. cit., p. 426,
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e her-g?ﬂ&acesser and half-sister, Hery, -

Elizabe reatened to put Hanseatic merchants on

end clai @ that her:subjects should.be favored in Hanse

towns % scordance with an unenforced clause of the

Englandj the actions:of the English agsinst Hanse shipping

on the - h seas; anﬁ;the monopoly of the H&rahant Adven-

he Emn@ror‘s move and Eﬁnseatic efforts to

preventi ,exuort of grain to ungland and Holland

trigger "17abethff ‘expulsion order. Merchants residing

yard ware given fourteen days in which to
b3

in the

leave t remises and the country

&35£mmern, op. cit., pp. 201, 324-325, 328-329.

night, log. eit.

B. Power and R, H, Tawvney, Tudor Economic
Doc ument: (Lopaonz Langmans, Green & - C0., 1 535 I1I1, 299.

cit., pp. 35a~351




101

hough Elizabeth had not acted until a decsde

after defeat of " ‘the Spanish Armadsa, Hurlelgh
maintained ‘that had 1t not been for the provisioning
servic f Hanse ships and the actusl participation of

5§m=1n the Spanish fleet, "Spain wold not offer
* by sea Wwith England. "%

uccessfil ' and unrecomperised seizure of sixty
vessels and thelr cargoes at the moiith of the

by Norris end Sir Francis Drake was further evidence

that Ef1 beth held ‘the upper hand end knew i%., 1In 1591
Burleigt explained and justified Elizabeth's action,

‘Besterlings had covertly in their Great
Hulks, outwardly fraughted with peaceble
‘merchandize durying the space of i1 yeres,
chnveyed into Spain the gretest part of all

' ‘Mests, Cables, Cordage, Sayles, copper,
Saltpeter and powder, that served to furnishe
she sayd Navy, beside the furniture of the
_Sganisn Shipps with such provisionsj ther war
‘N0 greter nor stronger ships in thet army,
.than was a gret nomber of the Hanz towns,
‘whereof besyde the prooff that was had of

the signht of them, the King °£ Spayne hed
‘eaused books to be published. 5

"WitH the Hanse's expulsion from Englend its power

was obﬁiﬂﬁély waning, and as John Wheeler, a seoretary

M4i111en Cunninghen, The Growth of English Industry
and Commerce During the Eerly and “Hiddle Ages ”ambridge:
University Press, 9 7y, II, 62n.
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association of Merchant Adventurers, expressed
it in 1601, "Most of their (the Hanseatic cities') teeth

have fallen out, and the rest sit but 1°°331¥.lnu§b#;::;g_-?>- ik

DPuring its long English tenure, the ever mono-

polisp;gﬁggnse had attained preferential treatment
through special services to the:king. For example, in
1347 thggwpaid only 12d. on each cloth exported while. .
Englishmen paid 1l4d., end other merchants 33d. 8o Hggsé&tic
ships carried nearly all exports of English cloth,andﬁgggh
of the wool sent to. the continent.&? Though never combining.
production with trade, the Hanse did combine commexcg_with_af
finance, and as can be eppreciated from their English rgcor@,
profittéd from each. | '

,,gge strategic position occupled in LandonKbq_tha
Hanse was on the left benk Just above the London Bridge.
The clty gate there was ceded to the Hanse, and in return
for keeping it guarded and repalred the Hanse wasigxemPﬁngg
from wall-money (the arnuel tax dedicated to preserving
town walls, bridges, and paving). Generous in gifts to.
London officlals, the Hense felt far more at home in the

Steelyard then in other Kontors, although irn London, . -

46
~ Zimmern, op. git., p. 353.
#7heaton, op. git., pp. 148-149.




contrary to its custom elsewhere, the Hanse did not
establi%ﬁ its own church. Not even in Bergen, where
Hanse‘ggﬁstigeﬁwas unchallenged, did.the German merchants
enjoyzéﬁgater 1ndependence.48_

.ﬁ;n active, but very different, Hanse Kontor was
establiéhﬂd by force in the Northern city of: Bergen.:
Entirely different techniques guaranteed the Hanse the
trade-m@#opolyﬁit sought everywhere. Pillaging by pirates
hed weﬁﬁened'the city of Bergen toward the end of the
fourteenth century, and subsequent raids placed the Hanse
in a position of commend. EHer portable wealth removed,
Bergen;xfor five hundred years in exclusive possessgion
of the Greenland passage, had to renounce all maritinme-
traffic.. The entire city came under Hanse control as
desperate local citizens pledged‘&nd pawned their lands
in return for some of life's necessities. At its peak
the Hanse Kontor at Bergen numbered about three thoussnd.
These men filled the roles of merchants, clerks, apprentices,
sailors and workmen. They were committed to celibacy and
a ten yeéar sojourn after having survived perilous inltiatory
ordeals--a somewhat belated reflection of the institutions
of chivéfry or introduction to religlous orders, Entrance

dues an&ﬁmoneyjpenanaaswdefrayeéfthe?general?expensasifand

4871 mmern, op. olt., vb. 184, 187, 19,
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the responsible town paid for the board, weges, and. . -
arming &fﬁltsfrepresentatives.“9‘-

‘Like Bergen, but unlike London, Novgorod was
considered an uncivilized trading outpost by the Hanze,
Direct German trade with Novgorod seems to have started
about 1050, and the earliest extant commercial treaty . . °
dates from 1189;50 TheHanze esteblishment at Novgorod.
became known as the Court of 5t. Peter after the church
they built there, As in other Hense Kontors, strict
regulations governed the individual and an almost monastic ..
mode prevalled. The coveted Russian trade consisted of
furs, metals, wax, and honey which were exchanged for
textiles and some luxury items., Anxious to retein their
monopoly, the Hanseatics saw to it that no non-Hanseatle
learned Russian, and succeeded in excluding the Lombards
("these dangerous men") from the Baltic citie$.5l

Russian resentment of the Hanse over the centuries
resulted in some unpleasant and discouraging lncldents,.
but the most serious challenge to Hanse commerce occurred

in the fifteenth century with the revolt of the Prussian

“’2;;{}31&, s Pp. 139-140, ib4,

505amue1’ H. Cross, “FMedieval Russien Contacts with
the West,® Speculum, X, 142, 1935. ol

Slzsmmern, op. ecit., pp. 153, 157, 159.
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towns againstvtﬁe Teutonic Knights., Scarcely was peace re=-
stored and commerce begun anew when Iven III invaded St.
Peﬁer's Court imprisoning the Hanseatics and confiécating
théif merchandise and personal péssessions. Danish and Dutch
merchahts supplanted the Haﬁse tréders,52 and all pmospecﬁ of

restoring a monopoly was shattered when Richard Chanceler?s
voyage acqualnted the English with the White Sea passage to
‘v Archangel iﬁw1553o53
| Perhaps the most.important anchor of Hanééatic com=
xmercial activity was the Baltic, and this tfade hinged on the
‘herring. As long as this fish was plentiful in the Baltic
‘and és long as the Roman church prevailed on the continent,:
" Hanse powerland prestige were great; During these years it
~1is easy to appreciate the Hanseatic atti?ude that controi'of
the Baltié meant dominion of the seas. However, a third factor
coincident with the shift of the herring spgwning grounds from
the Baltic to the North Sea and the rise of Préteétantiém inv
Europe, made .final the eclipse of the Hanse., This wes a éon-
‘tribution of the Dutch, a better method of saiting-and trans-

porting herring utilizing the herring cask.su

g 52161d., pp. 159-161.

_ 53E. Gee Nash, The Hansas its History and Romance
(London: John Léne, The Bodley Head, Ltd., 1929), p. 224,

Mzimmern, op. cit., op. 22, 150-152, 21k,
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Obviousl& ailding financially embarrassed ﬁonarohs
enabled the Hanse tbiexact e high priée in return, and
'this, of;course, contributed to their successful rise to
power, particularly in Englaﬁd.
In some instances; as Bergen, their intrqduction

' was through force rather than finesse. Additionally it
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'should be noted that their dperations were efficient.,
Exchanging.éommodities within a large and ?ather under-
”devéioped trade area, they provided.finanoial, éommercial,
:_and transportation services for primary producing regiéns
with limited shipping facilities, only the nucleus of a
' merchant class, ahd 1imited capital, lTheip large'cargo
.ship, the kogge, was a king-sized descendant of the Frisian
first in this area. Its capacity was between 1500 and 2000-
'tons, providing cheap transportation with which native mer-~
chants could not compete for sone time.55

Aside from direct barter, Hanseatlc merchants made
payment in coined money, usually silver, and bar silver was
sometimes used, especially in Russia, .Far.behind.other
Medieval European financiers (Jews, Italians, and Temp;ars),
the Hanse depended more upon personal than documentary

transactions. Rare were bills of exchange, but when used

55Heaton, loc. cit.
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they eustemafily were payable at either Li#tbeck or Bruges,
xThe FXemlish system, which hes survived in England until
now, was the cuetomary form of reckoning: one pound was
equel to-twenty'shillings at twelve groats (penniee) each.,

The soundest money was considered to be that of the

I

FasfezlinggorgBaltiqgmerghant. and from this derives the
'terminology for the pound ster11n5.56 | |
The declining years of the Hanse haddbeen anticipated
by earlief rebuffs. In the fourteenth century Jehn of
Castile'COnfiscatedveighty-four of thelr vessels, forbidding
furthe'r Henseatic intercourse with his kingdom. Italian
trade eluded the Hanse lergelJ, remaining on an overland
basis with the South German cities of Augsburg, Ulm, and

_Nuremberg. In splte of many restrictions the Hanseatio

depot at Venice, Fondacho dei Tedesohi, was a pleasant

connection, and through its Kontor in Lisbon the Hanse had
some more contact with the Mediterranean trade.
The splendid, if anachronistic, House of the

Eesterlings at Antwerp was completed in 1568 and never

56Zimmern, op. ¢it., pp. 103-10L4,
“"In the time of King Richard I., monie coined in the east
parts of Germany began to be of especiall request in England
for the puritie thereof, and was called EHasterling monie, as
all the inhabitants of those parts were called Easterlings:
and shortly after some of that countrie skillfull in mint
matters and allales, were sent for into this realm to bring
b
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attaiﬁed any commercial prosperity. Dissension between
the inland and'port cities of the'League undermined'its
‘activities, and the actuality of external competition
(Duteh, English; Danish, and Swedish) reduced the“prospectél

of continued survival. Waen Bornholm was formally delivered

... J.”IH|]L,I“ dd

Ll

.45 .P

QlﬁlfngihﬁfDahﬁﬁgiﬁgl576, the HanSe saw one more of its.
former sources of wealth disappear.-!

‘Heckscher has remarked that a thousand years
sepafated the'firét and second stable g0vernmeﬂts of
central Euiope—-theioenturiés between Chariemagne and
_Bismarck.58 It is easily perceived, however, that the
influence qf the Hanse in the cgurse‘of thils span provided
a relativelyvlong period of conéistency, stability,
prosperity, and progress. As Montesquieu”has put it,

"The history of comuerce is the history of the intercon- )

municatibn of peoples," and in this regafd the Hanse played.

57Tpid., pp. 174-175, 177, 312, 216, 237.

58E11 F. Heckscher, Mercantilism\(London:-George
Allen & Unwin, Ltd., 1935), p. 138.

the coine to perfection, which since that time was called
of them sterling for Basterling.¥--Camden (quoted in E.
Cobham Brewer, Dictionery of Phrase and Fable (Philadelphia:
Henry Altemus Company, 1898), p. 1177. -
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an aetive.role. ‘Their extensive travels and contacts
~resulted in more than immediate profit for themselVes.
Through their p01101es, treatles, wars, laws, and
regulations, they influenced the mercantile and govern-
mentai'structure of medieval and early modern chiety.59

Among the achievements of the self-centered and long

career of this flexible organization was the adoption

of stendard weighfs, as well as the introduction of
reciprooal reductions of duties, both of which endure in
'present governmental and commercial practlces. ' -
In the course of its effectlive existence the Hanse

remedied the‘needs that. had brought it into being. Once

.}'thesevends were accomplished—;security of travel and
uniform 3ustice--the need for the'organizafion,itself ‘ =
~expired, and instead of the role of liberator, the Hanse =
ﬁended.towardVcohserﬁatism and'oppressioﬁ,’the very foreee -
it hadbendeavored to combat in the first plaee.60 : . o
- Salzman s statement, ¥The whole history of foreign

trade during the flfteenth and sixteenth oenturies is tinged

with political and national jealousies."61 helps to explain

. 59W1lliam L. ‘1nter, Review of Philippe Dollinger,
"La Hanse (X1I18- XVII® siecles), " Speculum, XXXIX, 700,
(October, 1964).

6OZimmern; op. cit., p. 212,

6lsalzman, op. cit., p. 340,

——
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the forces of the time operating against the Hanse, Despite
all of its energetic efforts, the Hanse could not possibly
prevenb thé emergence of two great rivals destined to
supplant it in tne economic leadership of Northern Europe

. during the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries--England’

and Holland..62

Other instances of political impact on the economic
~activities of the Hanse were unions consolidating nation-
etates during the last years of the fourteenth century.

, Peland and Lithuania coalesced in 1386, thereafter presenting
‘a united front againet Hanseatic incursions, and the 1395

~ Union of Kelmar did the same in regard to the Scandinavien -
countries., 4n additioﬁgl example was'the 1466 cession of
West Prnssia,to Peland.‘ The combined effeot ef these _
boliticel‘and economic changes was crippling to the already

~ ebbing power of the Hanse .63




H?li:’[:}lj.\.i] [P

CHAPTER V

[TREAE JRTEmE )

.'.i‘.”11‘|1[.;]‘4..u.i i

‘THE POSITION OF THE KNIGHTS TEMPLAR IN MEDIEVAL COMMERCE

‘lh[.. ki

The last of the active Medieval traders,to'be con=-
sidered_in this peper Was the most immediately successful

in its commercial and financial underﬁakings. It was also 7

the only one to be completely extirpated leaving just an -
- ihdirect heritage for the notice of 1ater»geherations. Be-~
cause of their unassailable position as a religious order,
‘the Khights‘Templar were spared the overt dritféism_and
control tolwhich other commercial and finahcial entrepreneurs = =
were subject,. On the Buropean continent fhey rivalled theA-

JeWs, while in the Hediterranean their competitors were the

Italiens. They escaped the stigma of uéury on account of -
their close association with the charch in genéral and the o
papacy in particular. |

The second gfeat militarjyorder whioh'emerged as a
byfproduct of ﬁhe first Crusade owed its exisﬁence to Hugh

of Payens, and derived its name from the modest quarters it

 -first occupied, a wing of King Beldwin's rbyal'palaoe earlier
known as the Temple of BSolomon. Though perhaps not as
charitable and benevolent an Order‘as the Hospitalers,

the Templars dedicated themselves in the first place to

security of the road between the coast and the city of
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Jerusalem to protect pilgrims from banditry. Only & hand-
- ful of men were involved at first, the seven or eight com-

panions of Hugh of Paynns.l Known first as Pauperes

Comilitiones Christi et Templi Salomonis ("the poor fellow
soldiers of Christ and of the Temple of Solomon"), they

later adopted the more formal designation, Fratres Militise

F] ”]!Eill][:l N
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Templi Salomonis Ierusalem ("Knights of the Temple of

Solomon of Jerusalem"), but during two centuries of active

l-; existence (1118—1312) and several centuries of historical

reference since, the terms Templar or'Knights Templar_have _
become the most frequent designation.z

Like earlier religioué orders, the Templais
accepted ons of chastity, obedience, and poverty. These
were personal'vows, applying to the individual and not the
.IOrder as a whole. As an organization the Oznder would accept,
~even solicit every sort of support; and poétulants cbuld
not qualify by virtue of existing poverty.: No dne was ad-
nitted unless he was free of debt. Serious, dedicated -
abpliéants should bring a dowry,-ahd evéh those only
aspiring to a serving capacity were expected'to pledge,their

intentions by_making a deposit of some material wealth.

. 1Steven'Runciman, A History of the Crusades
(Cambridge: The University Press, 1954), II, 157.

2 . .
Thomas M. Parker, The Knights Templars in England
(Tuscon: The University of Arizona Press, 1963), D. 2.
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Hugh of Payens was active in recruiting support
for the.Order hé had founded. On trips back té Europe,
France particularly since he was from Champagne, he
accepted generous gifts of land, rights; and revenues for
the benefit of the Order. His own family holdings were

 made over to the Temple after his son became the Abbot

of St. Colomb at Sens, and the Count of Flanders, his
feudal overlord, ceded to the Knights of tné Temple the

| dueé payable‘throughout his domain on ever& feudal benefice
l changing hends by probate.3

‘Whén Hugh of Payens visited England in 1128; he
 received land grants within the City of London which
provided the site of the first Temple at Holborn. This

“was carefully constructed of stone brought from Normandy
‘in'the circular éhape of the Church of the Holy Sepulcher -

- at Jerusalem. By the middletof the'century, increasing
wealth and ngmbers 1éd the Templars to sell their Holborn
property and establish themselves in a new and more spacious
setting on the rorth bank of the Themes.. Here new .and

elaborate buildings were constructed,

3Slmon, op. Cite, PP. 32, 34=35, 37.
4Parker, _3. ey Do 24.
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The;strongly emphasized vow of obedience bound

the Templarstto:utmost secrecy regarding'the initiation

. to and operation of their Order. Among the most secret

proceedings of the Temple were elections. No semblance

of majority rule prevailed since only the hlghest dlgnltarles

were involved and even then the votes were welghted.

centers the Temple established for this purpose.,

~ Thus the rank and file had no responsibility in regard

to the choice of Masters.5

Survivors of a life-time's dedication were well

: provided for by the Temple during their waning years.

Those who became ill or too old and infirm to continue

their services in the line of duty, were maintained in 1A=f

6

St. Bérnard of Clairvaux, the dominant influence

in the religious and polltlcal llfe of Western Europe

durlng the twelfth century, had already won fame in ’

establishing  the Glster01an Order. At the request of

Baldwin II of Jerusalem, he agreed to draw up & rule for

the new Order and to encourage the Pope (Honor;us II) to

-
i

°Simon, op. reit., pp. 139, 146,
6Pérker, op. cite, p. 41.
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confirm‘it. fﬁis was accomplished in 1128.7n
An interesting feature of the Order's rule was
its reédiness to overlook the stigmé of excommunication.
Thus errent kmights were often restored to Christlan service

and in later days members of the QOrder became immune from

H‘JI] ALELEETC T

sentence of exXcommunication pronounced:by'bishdﬁs end parish
priests.8 | _
Rivalry Eetween the two military orders which had
maintained Christian"efforts between Crusades during the
twelfth century did not diminish aftef the addition of a
‘third Order, the Teutonic Knights, during the thifd Crusade,
Some dlistinctions among the Orders were fairlylclear-cut..
The Templars could be recognized by their white manfles
- with red crosses; the Hospitalers wore black mantles with
white crosses; and to the chagrin of each the Teutonic
Knights were bermibted to wear a white cloék with a black
cfoss.. All fought valiantly in the Holy Laend and had the
-samé tendency to amass property everywhere, However, the
' Teutonic Knights, true to the impiioation.of their name

and initial basis for organization, never attained the

international attitude (and holdings) enjoyed by both the

7Runciman, op. cit., II, 252, -

: 8Walter Alison Phillips, “TemplarS;“ Incyclopaedia
Britannica, 1965,.XXI: 920, 2 i
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Hospitalers énd the Templars.9 -

‘Prior %o the establishmént of thé?military ordérs
the church in all of its subdifisions had been essentially
pacifist for many centurles, having supported the teachlngs
of St. Augustlne that all bloodshed constltuted mortal sin

 and that no cause was great enough to austlfy war. Orig;nally,'

o A
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the Knights of the Temple, too, were engaged in benevolent
‘ polide activity rather than outright warfare, ﬁut gradually
~the emphasis shifted until thelr prlmary obaectlve becane
" an endless fight for Christ, which could be termlnated by
nelther defeat nor victory. Therefore the Oxrder prohibited
rensom for its members, many of whom languished in prisons
or mét death as a result. As recruiting soldiers for the
holy war became more difficult during the thirteenth century,
thé remaining channel was through the military orders.
Even.the despised mercenary, who had enjoyed no temporal
nor eccmesiastical esteem, found that the_étigma of living
10

by the sword was removed once he had embarked on a crusade.

Omne datum optimum, the papal bull of 1139, was

- published by Innocent II to free the Templars from feudal

_9simon, Ope Cites Do 1794 |
| lo}_b}.’..d." pp' 6’ 53’ 699 80, 137, 178.
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- obligations and to establish their direct allegiance to

~ the pope., Despite the fact that this bull was*reissued

on many occagions, i1t proved almost impqssiblefto_extricate
the Order from the feudal fabric of life which was so
widespread at the time., For example.Baldwin I qf Jderusalen

gave full support to the military exders, and they in turn

‘gradually agssumed the role of the st&nding army'of the
kingdom. They‘were rewarded with many grants of lands
from the CIOWn.ll Exemption from all temporal and ecclesi-
astical aﬁthority save that of the pope did relievé the
Templars from some feudal burdens and elevate fheir prestige
énd in somé cases their power to the status enjoyéd by
royélty. There was no clear-cut baiance,ihowever, between
their rights of jurisdiction and their indepéndenée from“ ”
ibjal-and other cour‘bé.l2 4

Vaging war against the infidel in the Holy Land,
the Templars captured the imagination and -support of
. Ohrisfian Europe as well as the endorsement of thevpapacy.
vThéy were invited and encouraged 0 oréanize in Spain where
'.they'stimulated the formation of similar military orders

(Santiago, Celatrava, and Alcantara) for prosecuting

'11Run01man, op. ecit., II, 158, 249,
12Parker, op. cite, s 30.

IR
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.the holy war on the Iberian peninsula. 13 On hlS death
the King of Aragon bequeathed one=third of hlS realm
to the Templars. In spite of a generally acquisitive
policy, the Giand Master of the Temple was asfute enough
o waive his claim letting the othef heirs conﬁest‘the

‘will while the Temple became firmlj ensconced in Spain.+4
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To maintein its military activities in the Holy
Land, the Order required more finanpial<support than .
vthe donations of its members or the iandom gifts of
other individuals. On occasion royal éontributions were
munificienf. For instance in 1222 Philip Augustus

providéd for the outright grant of two thbusand marks

apiece to the Templars and the Hospitalefs. An,additionalll

fifty thousand marks for each was contingent upon the

" meintenance of three hundred knights in service in the

-',Holy Land.15 More common were annual subsidies ear-marked

' for the maintenance of a knight or two.

. In addition to outright money grants, the Templars

N
A,

13Richard A. Newhall, The Crusades (New York:
Henry Holt & Co., 1927), p. 57.

lA'Simcm, op. cite, p. 54.

v 15Henry Charles Lea, History of the Inqulsltlon
in the Middle Ages (New York: The %acmlllan Co., 19067,
TIT, 240.,
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‘were beneficiaries of indirect advantages which cost the
monarch nothlng and netted the Order considerable income.
Such, for instance, would be the royal grant for markets
and fairs which without doubt was a profltable source of' -

revenue, 16

suppoxrt contrlbuted to the

. Papal  endorsement and s

affluence of the Order. All Temple holdings weére exempted
from the customary tithe to the Church,‘and the Hbly See
| actﬁally taxed itself to help support the Order. Parish
priests and bishops were commanded to assis?t the Temple.
with speciel‘alms collections. |
Providing sea transportation for_pilgrims to the
" Holy Land also produced some revenue for the Templars.
Their chief eompetition in the Mediterranean was the"
Italians. Although it is not clear that ‘the meniplars'
prices were competitive, their practices were. Poor
passengers were not jettisoned at the request of the
wealthier. Kldnapplng for ransom or sale into slavery
did not occur., The pilgrim felt.secufe on Templar vessels.17

The popularlty of the ships which sailed under the eight=

| pointed red cross of the Templars soon prompted the addition

l6Parker, Ope. Citey, pe 57,
17Simon, op. cit., pp. 85, 147.
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of extra vessels which giadually commanded much of the
- pilgrim fraffic. . Italian shipping suffered since it did
not enjoy the same advantages in regérd to freedom from
dues for landing either men or merchandise;fand'it did
indulge in some dubious practlces which brought about the

suspicion . i potential passengers and the wrath of the Pope.
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Such engineering feats as:castle construction and
route-mapping provided important services at the time,
though their impact on the moderh world seems incidental.
Strong, self-sufficient fortresses such és Castle‘Pilgrim
in the Holy Land competed with the best examples of European
- and Moslem buildipg,ls- |

.o' %’o
a

Often disputed areas were entrusted to the Templars.
~ When Henry II and Louis VII compromised their'dispute‘over
fhe castles of Néaufles and Gisors b&'agreeing that theyi
wduld become.the’dowries of Louis's two small daughters
when they married:Henry's young sonsg, the'Templars were
trustees. On the early marriage of young Henry to Margaret,
the ‘Templars handed over the castles to Henrye.

When en route to the Holy Lend Richard and Philip
argued over whose banner should float 6ver the Sicilian

city of Messina, the city was entrusted to the Templars.19

181 vid., pp. 116, 118.

19Parker, Op. cite, p. 45.
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On occasion, though rarely, the official positioh
of the dhurch failed to support fhe military orders, and
the Latersa Council of 1179 decreed that the'Templaré
surrender -thelr reoeﬁtly aequired churches and tithes.
In 1186 Urban III interpreted fhis to apply to all

acquisitions of the decade previous to the Council's

;‘[[ [N AJZ”]\|1!.LI“. i L.Z]]l‘i‘]‘[l‘.[ZE]‘EFI}lf‘llﬂ‘xlllllll.ik(.u[i !
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Henry II's contrdversy with the church, culminating
in the murder of Thomas & Becket, was an early féfecast
of struggles'to come between the authority of church

and state. At the time, of course, it led 1o yet another

contention between Louis VII and Henry, Louis naturally

supporting Becket. In the end Henry avoidedAexcommuncation -

by capitulating to the church. Part of-his penance was
the promise to pay to the Templars the gum necessaiy to
maintain two hundred knights defending the Holy Land for

‘a year. Additionally he made deposits with the Templars

‘ (1182, 1188) to finance his projected, bﬁt never realized
crusade, and eventually he bequeathed them, the Hospitalers,
and several other religidus groups five thoﬁsand silver

marks each.21

®Orea, op. cit., ITI, p. 240,
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122

| fln 119i when the Thjrd Crusade. wag at‘its:height

‘uﬂ th;;Teﬁplars enjoyed unusual esteem and activity;v_Having
.? backedfPﬁilip Augustﬁs to a considerable éxtent, they also

salvaggd Richard'I by purchasing the island of Cyprus from

him. In addition they became custodidns of the Truce of

God atithe'bequest of the nobles and prelates of Languedoc

and’Prévence and were responsible for enforcing the agreement
that néithér beasts, impleménts, nor‘seeds should be
-;molestéd by war. Their recompense was a bushei_of'corn
,fdr[évgry p:l.o-u,gl'l.‘z2 |
. \ Peminine Templars provided yet amother source of ;
-.revenqé. ‘They were admitted to proxy knighthood~upon
Gession of their fortunes when of sufficient age to
discourage evil gossip.2’ |
.Anxious;tb ihcrease their holdings and their revenues,
the Templars encouraged:all sorts of grants‘from individuals
‘énd institutions offéringiin exchange & sorf of insurance .
and Security. The corrody is a fasciggting-example.
Individuals or institutions transferred their wealth to

the Templars in return for annual payments. Stipulated

allowances provided for food, clothing——including shoeg~-

®ZLea, op. cit., III, 240n.

23parker, op. Cite, Do 23.

=
=
£
E



123
candles, and firewood, sometimes servitors. Even

| monasteries and nunneries transferred to the Templars'kheir
lands, tithes, or rents in return for assured yéarly
payments, Sometimes services were exchanged-for pensions
(corrodies) from the Templars. Laymen might provide

various types of manual labor, clerics religious, secretarial,

.. and bookkeeping services. Often it was land, not money
- or services, that the Templars received.ot
. For almost two centuries the favorable imagecofy
lthe'Templars gxerted a strong appeal to the Christians of
Western Burope. As long as the struggle forzthe Holy Land
did not become a completely one-sided conquest no lay nor.
ecclesiastical authority challenged the knightly orders
although as their wealth and holdings increased;'some
natural resentment smouldered. There is & certain ring
 of authenticity to the 0ld French poem: .
Ll frere, 11 mestre du Temple
" Qui estoient rempli et ample
D'or et dtargent et de richesse
Ou sont=-il? Que sont devenu?
Que tant ont de plait maintena

Que nul a-elz ne s'ozoit prendre,
Tozjors achetoient sans vendre.

\

The brethren, the masters of the Temple
Who were well-filled and ample -

2% Parker, op. cit., p. 23.
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With gold and silver and with wealth,

Where are they? How have they fared?

Who had such power that none dared

Take aught from them, no man so bold:

Forever buying, they never sold.2b
However, it was not all receiving and no giving. Time
and again it proved prudent to present kings with large
sums of money to insure thc continuance of existing
privileges and prerogatives. This was especially true
in England where payments were made in both direcfions.26

Long Vveneficiaries of the English crown, the
Templars were among those whose political rights‘and
libverties were confirmed and guaranteed by royal charters.
As Parliament evolved in successive reigns, the position of
the Temple did not diminish, and the Master of the English
Temple sat in Parliament as the first ecclesiastic baron
of the realm.27 |

Under King John a Templar was given the officisal
pdsition of royal almoner; the same individual being
entrusted with regulating the maritime commerce between

England and Gascony.28

2SSimon, Oope. cit., p. 145,
26Parker, Oop. cit., p. 28.
®Tsimon, op. cit., p. 1213 Parker, op. cit., p. 48.

28Parker, op. cit., p. 43.
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Papal authority, too, recognized a special role

R for the Order. The Papal Chamberlain was nearly always

- a Templar, and often the emissaries who conducted negotlations
between king and pope were Templars. Some knights devoted
their entire lives to such diplomatic missions, which may

have developed from a custodial resnonsibilltv for convev1ng

monies and jewels from one place to another safely.
Certainly they were considered trustworthy, and their
military competence coupled with.their network of strong-
holds provided the utmost in security.29

The most tangible evidence of the Templars' great
weélth.was their extensive European land holdings; and even
before the end of. the twelfth century the military orders
had‘become the‘chief landowners in the Holy‘Land. |
supplementing their originél royal grants with purchases;

| gifts and bequests.BO-

Other religious Orders, such as the
Benedictines, Augustinians and Cisteicians, were large
,1andhohhﬁs, too, ‘and the Hospltalers possessed tw1ce

as many European egtates as did- the Templars by the end

of the thirteenth century. A contemporary estimate was

-29Parker, op. cit., pP. 133 Slmon,\_p. 01t., pp.v168-l69.
3ORunciman, op. cit., II, 312.
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19,000 end 9,000, respectively.’- Unlike the Teutonic
. Knights, whose European holdings were coﬁcentreted in
one area, the Templars controlled preperty in every
Christian country. Early and modest royal and private
grants.had initiated'the Order into this role thereby

involving it in the feudal structure. Like the other -

religious Orders, however, the Templars held all of fheif
1énds in mortmain so that even when the justificatioh for
revenue-producing property diminished, the extent of
- holdings did not. Ih_fact, they tended to increase rather
than remein statio. Though exempted from owing feudal
serv1ces, the Templars demanded them of thelr tenants and
vln some cases refused to allow thelr tenants to pay thelr
customary tlthe to the church.

” As was the case with most other medieval landholders,
' the Templars devoted most of thelr flelds to agriculture,
but examples exlst of more sp601allzed property belonglng
to the Templars. In England they owned the earliest fulling
mnills in 1185.°2 0

Trede-as’well as agriculture produced revenues

for the Templers,_and the combination was impossible to

31Matthew Paris, English History from tﬁe Year -
12753, Translated by Rev. G. A. Giles. (London:,
ohn, 1852-4), I, 484, )

32John Clapham, A Concise Economic Hlstory of
‘Britain from the Barliest Times to 1750 (Cambrldge.
Universi% Prese, 1949), p. 154.
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combat. Since in meny instances the Order was exempted
from faxes'and tolls, it enjoyed a prime'éompetitivé
ppsition and could considerably underséll other producers:
~ and merchants., >

Increasing commercial activity led to new fields.
(T

he areags of flnance and diplomac Long

, experienée in providing financial services for pilgrlms
and crusaders led the Templars to 1naugurate 1nternat10na1
bank;ng techniques in twelfth century-Europe. “An English

pilgrim, for,éxémple; could deposit his fuhdsAin the London

Temple aﬁd obtain a letter of credit which would be honored

Cat any Temple on his route in Burope aanwhen he got to
}Jerusalem.34 France's participation,in'the Second Crusade
~ was flnanced by the Templars, who pald over huge sums to'“
- Louis VII in the Holy Land and were relmbursed in Prancecat
'a.later date. ‘Even Moslem_cllents respegted and utilized
the Templars' financial services, haﬁing more confidence

in their sound reputation than resentment against their

AN

high interest charges.35 '

33Slmon op. cit., p. 79.
34LaMon‘te, op. cit., p. 366.
' 35Runciman, op. cit., III, 364.
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In twelfth and thirteenth century England the
'lfinancial 0peratibns of the Templars eclipsed those of

~ the Italians and -the Jews., In the customary evasion of

L L

usury, necessary because thé church never relented in
its official attitude condemning charges for the use of

_money, interest rates were applied only for failure to

_ fepay at the stipulated time. Thus the borrower would

agree to pay an additional mark for every ten each two Z

" months after the specified date.36 ‘

With the decline of their Crusading activities,

culminating in their expulsion from the Holy Land, the

Templars concentrated more on their European sphere of ..

il }[‘[H”‘T.l‘i[llll‘[Lm“lLiﬂ[l‘.ﬁ\m!ui [P

operations, evoking the envy and resentment of their

~ debtors with_no compensating favorable image. When

ERS e S|

with the fall of Acre in 1291 the Templars withdrew to
 Cyprusva1ong with ﬁhe Hospitalers, they had long been

the leadihg money-lenders in Europe. lLoans were made

from the funds deposited with them for sécurity. Sometimes

the amount of the loan was much iargef\than the actual

TR e

sum turned over to the borrower--another subterfuge to

escape the stigma of usury.

36Eléanor Perris, "The PFinancial Relations of the
Knights Templars to the English Crown," The American
Historical Review, VIII: 15, October, 1902,
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| Ro&al borrowing from the Témple was'not the only
asgoclation, although it was undoubtedly‘a frequent and
important‘one. Both papal and royal taxes were often
deposited with the Temple qu safekeeping;J Royal jewels
as weli as funds were entrusted to the security of fhe'

Temple. Even royal residence was not uncommon, and thus

the Temple became fhe site or source of important'documentsi
'King_John wes staying at the Temple in June, 1215, when

it bebame_iﬁcumbent upon him o sign NegneazCarta. Edward:

I was proclaimed King at the Temple, énd'such assorted
royal valﬁables as the great seal of the realm, vestiments,
bobks; charters, even wine énd herring were deposited there
~from time to time. When Henry IIi vigited Louls IX he |
lodged at the Paris Temple in preference to.the Palals

de la Cité.37 The Paris Temple had become the centef

of the world's mqﬁey market, too, and throughout the |
fhirteeﬁth'ceﬁéuiy served the French.crown, beginning with
Philip Augustus, for royal business ﬁransactions. Such
system and order as exiéted in.French-fiscai management

38 In London as.in Paris the

stemmed from the_Temple.
Temple which served royaity was ‘the precursor of the central

benking system of each nation.

37
Parker . cit., pp. 49 59, Simon . cit,.
PP. 120, 123, » 22 ’ ’ ¢ ’ "R ’

>8pryde, op. cit., III, 473.
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Despite the obvious volume and importance of the
Templars' finanéial transactions, very limited records
survive. A goodideal may have been deliberately destroyed,
but another factor.was the recording “system." Brief
anonymous notations, sometimes in code, were the rule,
reflecting again the secrecy which surrounded many of
the Temple 8 activities and operatlons. o
Aside from royalty's deposits anddiébursements
through the Temple both in Parls and London, merchants,
including foreign ones, clerlcs, and even ordinary prlvate
citizens used its services as a bank and clearing house. 59
Predlctably, just as they had victimized thelr
Jewish and Itelian financiers on occasion, both the English
end Prench monarchs departed from regular banking practices
vsometlmes, when their needs were,great and the Temple
seemed prosperous, and resorted 1o confiscation_of funds
from the Temple's treasure., *0 (See pﬁllQb-lMl.).
When manorial eétates had begun to,produée for

sale as well as for local consumption during the twelfth

and thirteenth centuries, there was a conspiciious trend to

‘39Parker,'gg. cit., pp. 65~66,
40Ferris, op. cit.e, Pe 3o
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‘commu te feudél gservice and rents_into_money terms.
"Nothing.could have suited the Temﬁlars better, as money
‘was more portable and convertible, well adapted %o
' _supporting their activities in the Holy Land. This also
pidvided the cornerstoﬁe of their financial edifice, which
R ) In the course of the crusades money, following o
people, tended to flow eastward, and on their conclusion

to the West again., The Templars profited from each, but

with the diéappearance of their raison 4'€tre, they became

ever more vulnerable to the acquisitve urges of the ' =
- momarchs of Western Europe.
.> A complicating factor was the secularization of the
'papacy with the beginning of the fourteenth century in

‘a vain attempt to compete with the temporal leadership of the

rising national states. The Templars became victims of i
this conflict and were repudiated by both royasl and papal
action. | |

Henry Charles Lea has’deéignaféd the destruction of

gt LTI T 1T | O AR .

the Order of the Temple as the great crime of the Middle
Ages.4l This was precipitated by the action, avarice, and

attitude of one man, Philip IV, The Fair, of France.

4iea, op.. cit., ITI, 238.
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-~ However, it would not have succeeded without the prior

predisposing'factors--the struggle for éuthority between

. the Pope and the national monarchies of England and France,

the rise of a middle class independent of feudal controls,
and the inordinate wealth of the Order. |

Although its business and financial transactions

were forward-looking, the structure of the Order was an
aﬁachronism, a vestige ofreédﬂonary feudalism, which could
: not long survive the pressures for change.

| Baldwin has suggested that these recurring attacks
on medieval money-dealers, Jews and Lombards, as well és
Templars, reflected the transition from the Middie Ages

to early modern times.42 ,
Born in 1268, Philip IV was in his mid-~teens when

he beeame’Franpefs monarch. One of his first acts was 1o .
control the expansion of iands held by the militgrj'ofders.
This and other restrictions were aimed particularly at the
.Temﬁle, and when the Order'objected, Philip confiscafeé
all of the lands which had been added to the Templars'
holdings during the past thirty years.43 Nonetheless,

in May, 1286, Philip owed the Templars an enormous éum,

4ZBaldwin, op. cit., p. 97. ,
‘43Simon, op. cit., pp. 229-230,

.
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about equal to one-sixth of the annual receipts of the
central gdvernment.4%

Anxious to increase the revenués of the monarchy,
Philip endeavored 1o perpetuate and.divert to ﬁis own
use the special tax on clergy which had been temporarily
aj*g', 'tolerated by the church as & meens of financing the
© ' Kibigensisn snd Avagonese Crusades. He did sucoeed
in obtaining a tithe from the French clergy in 1294 for his
war against the English, bﬁt when he tried again in 1296,

the clergy protested to the new pope, Boniface VIII, whol

'.résponded with Clericis Laicos, ‘the famous bull forbidding

secular authorities from taxing clergy. FPhilip's reply

XL ST L T 1

R

was an embargo on the export of money from France.

-Having approached, but not accomplished his two

major objectives-~financial solvency and secular dominance=-

L4 LR

Philip combined them in calling the first meeting of the
‘Bstates General in 1302. This did gain wider support against -
the Pope and additional revenues through the commutation

of feudal dues to the king.

£

LA IR S U

- Boniface, no doubt the last of the medieval ?opes,
reacted to Philip's two gestures--the calling of the

“pryde, op. cit., III, 473.
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 Estates General andithe freezing of monies within the
realm--by issuing a generous procession»of bulls, the

 most famous of which was Unam Sanctam, 1302, which

emphasized the subordination of teﬁporal to spiritual
~ authority and reaffirmed the position of individuals

under direct church authority. Many of Boniface's

bulls were instructive rather than beliigerent in.tone,
endeaVoring'to reconcile'Philip to his proper relationship
- _with the church. |

Phillp s right to tax the clergy was not the only |
dispute between the king’ and the pope. Efforts to- attaln
financial stability prompted Philip to debase his currency
repeatedly. This naturally provoked the‘antipathy of
the papacy since tithes in devalued national currencies
rende:ed less in Rome. Boniface, citing precedents
published by Gregory IX and Imocent IV, informed Philip
that the consent of the peoplebwasvindispensable to ré-
evaluation of money.45

Phlllp then took the initiative against the pope,
first resortlng to legal action and then to force. William

of Nogaret, a prominent lawyer and one of the king's

45R. Cazelles, "Quelques réflexions apropos des

- mutations de la monnaie royale francaise (1295-1360),"
- Le Moyen Age, Revue d'histoire et de philologie, 72: 1,
1T966), p?gés. | , |
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chief advisers, brought the charges against the pope |
(illegitimate election, simony, immprality, heresy,
etcs). This‘was in June, 13%03, before an assembly
at the Louvre. Three months later'while'the,pope was
Summering.in his home village, Anagni, his residence

t

was stormed and seized by Nogaret and other.Fianch

emissaries aided by some Italian forces, enemies of
the pope. Sading and looting of the cardinals' houses
was followed*by imprisonment of the pope; A popular

uprising on behalf of Boniface prevented his being carried

' off;to.Fﬁance and obtained his release.. Already eighty—
' gix when all this occurred, he survived only a month, and

- never again was there a real controversy over which ruled

supreue, king or pope. 46

The clergy was not the only target of Philip's

N

’ tax~pr¢gram,’h6wever, and in the early years of the

fourteenth century various new taxes met with adverse

- response and violent protest. One such popuiar demonstration

in Paris, 1306, so alarmed Philip that he sdught and found
sanctuary in the Temple there. This proximity to (and |

pe:haps even view of) the Temple's treasures so whetted

46Edward P, Cheyney, The Dawn of a New Erg, 1250-
452 (New York: Harper & Bros., 1936), PP 178-180¢
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his avarice that he formulated a master plan capable

EIES IR 3NN 1] 1R e A R SO

of-divérting his overtaxed people, balancing his budget

RN T

Ll

and further challenglng papal author1ty.47
| In attempting to "natlonalize" the Templars,
Philip had resourcefully experimented with all sorts

of approaches, even going to far as to seek admission

to the Order himself, Naturally he.was not pleased with
the Templars' polite rebufﬁ, but continued his apparent =
favoritism to the Order in an effort to widen the growing
abyss between the Tempiars and the;resi of the regular
Frgnéh clergy. Repeétedly, he affirmed'his unqualified}
support of the Order and that of his successors aé well,

He also;appointed the Templars' . Treasurer, Hughvde Peraud, ’

© to the position of Receiver and Watden of the Royal

LU alhld A‘H\ H‘ L ”"”W\'.\”ﬁ"f”[“‘“: [LlIJH‘LHw L H T

Revenues. When his daﬁghter, Isabella, was betrothed

to the helr of England, the future Edward II Philip

N

relied on the Temple to advance her dowry in full. Dis-

regarding the rule of the Order, he requeSted and obtained

i1
RUTR: | T

" "the honor of having a Templar be the\baptismal sponsor for'

1

one of his sons. Reflecting this close royallconnection,

'47Francois Pierre Guizot and Guillaume Guizot De
Witt, The History of France (New York: The Nottlngham
8001ety, 1870), I, 487%.
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end contrary to the rest of the French clergy, the
Templars endorsed Philip's attack on Boniface.

| Late in 1%06 Nogaret instructed a dozen agentsv‘
‘fo gaih membership in various Temples in France with
an eye.to penetrating their secrets and.obtaiéing

| evidehce.48
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‘In several respects the situation inlEngland'
anticipated Fremch developments. Edward had expelled
the Jews from his kingdom in 1290, while Philip waited
until 13506. The Modei Parliament met in 1295, and it
Qassnot until 1302 that the Estates General was convened.

; Each ﬁonarqh reacted intensely_tdeoniface's Clericis

- Laicog, each having contributed cause--Edward by eliciting ’
ielucfant clerical contributions to finance thé war with

o Scotland'in 1295, and Philiﬁ a year earlier with his
clerical levy for fighting against England., The two
',rcyal.families were inextricably involved through
vmarriages; land claims, and perenniai warfare, but of

v§ne mind in regard to the struggle with the papacy.

N u In summoning the Model‘Parliament, Edward hgd

deliberately included numbers of the lower clergy, as

'4881mon, op. cit., pp. 23%2-23%4, 239, 254, 260~
261, 265, - — | 4
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well as town representation.49 However, when they '
failed.to accede to Edward's request for one~fifth

of the income from their temporal'properfy in 1297,
" he denied them protection of the law and had his’gheriffs.
seizé and hold church.lands. This led to quite a different
development from what took place in France. The'barons.
protested with the ultimate result that in England there-
after the levying of taxes depended upon grants of

Parliament. A further milestone under Edward I was the

"Qézia.Msxsamgxia, 1303, (See pp. 95-96.) which granted e

full freedom of trade to merchants in return. for a new
.customs schedule. _ _ ._ .‘.
With Boniface's deathyr a new pope'had.to be4

selected. This turned out o be Bertrand de Gdt,zf

. former Aréhbishop of Bopdeaux, who had been nominated ,

by Philip éhd assumed the name, Clement V, TUnder pressure
 fgom the Estates General and the French king, Clement
ordered the arrest and trial of all Templars; demanding
confessions of heresy. With incfedibié synchronization

.and Speed,'the king's officers arrested and imprisoned

490 H. McIlwain, "Medieval Institutions in the
Modern World," Problems in Buropean Civilization. The
Renalssance._Medleval or  Modern? Karl H. Dannenfeldt, -
ed., (Bostonz D. C. Heath & Co., 1959), Pe 31,
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every Templag‘in France on the night of October 12,

1307, a total of about 150,000 persons. = Similar action

| was taken in England about three months later. Only about

150 individuals were involved, however,'none of whom was
killed. . Torture produced reluctant or prompt confessions,

and all that remalned for the fulfiliment of Phllip 8

IR R | NR 1 1] Y 6 O O RO SR S
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obgectives was the formallty of the Council of Vienne.50
When the Council of Vienne finally met in 1311-12,
upon the urging of the Estates General, it Qas presided
.ofer‘by Pope Clement V, who had establishéd papal head-
quarters at Avignon where they remained for most of the
fourteenth century. At his right hend sat Philip, eager.
for a posthumous trial of Boniface VIII, as well as |
official suppression of the Order. Edward had died,
1307, aged 68, and 1314 became the death date for both
VPhiiip'énd Clement? aged 46 and 50, fespecti#ely. Only
abdut 120 bishops, half of those ordered to appeér,
‘arrived for the trial, and the conclusion was as anticipated.
~ A1l of the Templars brought before the' Council confessed
their guilt. A papal decree of March 12, 1312,‘suppressed

the whole Order, handing its wealth, lands, and other

50Parker, op. cit., pp. 17, 119; Slmon, ;2. cit.,
| pp. 275, 282 300.
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‘possessions over to its former rival,'the Hospitalers--

after costs had been subtracted by civil authorities

- for the expenses of imprisonment and trials.?]

After six years of persecution following almost
two centuries of corporate existence, the Order of the

Temple was extirpated. On his own initiative ?hilip

had the surviving convicted French Templars, including

the Master, Jacques De Molay, burned at the stake in

>§ Paris. Already, pending thé final verdict, Philip's
' financisel pressures had been relaxed. His own huge debt
. to the Ordef was forgotten, and many of the Temple's

liquid assets flowed‘his way. At the time of his death,

however, he still had not surrendered thefTemple's lands

to the Church, including the Paris Templq'itself.52

It is of some interest to notice that the longest?

- period of financial stability in Frence between 1295

and 1360 began in 1306, when Philip had already put

 into motion his attack against the papacy (See p.135)

and Nogaret launched the infiltration\Oflthe French

Temples.53 (See p.137).

?IRunciman, op. ecit., III, 436.
52Lea, op. cit., III, 329.
53Cazelles, op. cit., p. 83.
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Edward, like Philip, helped himself to Templar
wealth £50,000 cash in 1307, and lands and other assets
as well. Each monarch dissipated some of his confisca-
tions to woo support from the nobility. The ostensible
beneficiéries; the Hospitalers, however,‘found‘themselves

impo#erished rather than enriched by their inhéritance

imprisoned and tried.d4

of Templar holdings~-first because of the ébandoned

manner in which much was seized before they saw it, and

. gecondly because they were committed to meet the'(perhaps

padded) expenses of the individual Templars who had been

!

There is a range of opinion regarding the culpability -

of the Order, though most modern viewpoints seem to

'~ exonerate the indiVidual Templars, some Qf whom recanted

their forced confessions at the stake.
In large terms the dissolution of the Order hurit
the world. Cyprus‘wés not a bastion against Turkish

advances any longer, as Malta remained under the Hospitalers,

. The criminsl procedure of France remained severe and

stringent until the Revolution, and persecution and

-torturé retained a prestige and legal sanction that might

ofherwise'have ebbed sooner.55

54Lea, III, 330.
- 95Phillips, op. cit., p. 599.
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Agide from their commercial successes, it is

'vappafent that the Templars exercised considerable

- influence upon present business practices initiating

some and utilizing many of the devices of modern finance

capitalisme. Their letters of credit anticipated'nineteenth

century banking protocol. 'Their excange services, more

T TELAL TR I AT 1 I

direct than those of their Italian and Jewish contemporaries,

are duplicated in present day capitals,- Their corrodies

~anticipated insurance, annuity, and pension plans. Mort-

gaging was a femiliar practice to them, and foreclosures
were not unknown. (When Julian, Lord of Sidon and Beaufort,

pledged his properties to the TemplarsAin re%urn for huge

sums of ready cash and could not repay his debt, the

Templars foreclosed on Sidon and Beaufort.56) The Templars
exercised truéteeship functions, too;_administering such-
future.intérests as dowries, re#enues, will, and pensions.57
The Order'swannual European income has been
estimatéd at nearly $100,000,000 in present day terms,
making it a gient business operation for its time and no

dwa:f today, almost seven centuries after its expiration.58

56Runcimen, op. cit., III, 308.
57Parker, op. cit., p. 77,
583imon, op. cit., p. 123.




CONCLUSION

The people of the twentieth century can appreciate

the difference between the legeoy of Leraslw-a oohtribution
of a 1living community during its past history--and our

heritages from the deceased emplres of.Greeee and Rome. In 7 -

many senses it seems evident that the domination of the : | -

sword is not so pervaeive as creative and co=~operative

contributions made in the interest of & changing end
».expending seciety. Ce:tainly.the completely unmilitary
"bequests of Medieval Fairs have enriched the;oommercial

- 1life of subsequent centuries, and the commercial éhd financial

.Vaccomplishments of the Jews were likewise unaccompanled by

military persuasion. On the other hend, it was the clerical
Staff of one military order, the Knights Templar, which
perfected the iﬁetruments of credit and exchange initiated
at ‘the North European fairs by merchants widely distributed
over the whole continent. | |
England's history and geography»p;oved conducive to

_early elimination.of ihternal trade barriers, and her ﬁrior
effectuation of thelagricultafal; commercisl and industrial
revolutio#s catapulted England into advantageous and large

‘ ~scale international‘trade resulting by the nineteenth

cehtury in advocacy of free trade. Only undef Colbert in
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the seventeenth century did France succeed in reducing

some of her internal barriers to trade, and Germany awalted

s IUTrIneT

the nineteenth century before the achlevement of Zollverein,

Hi

The five egents of medieval commercial and_financial
activity in Western HEurope considered in this paper shared

several characteristlics common to those ‘centuries despite -

thelr obviously different basic orientations., Each was

constrained to utilize available and acceptable avenues of
h opportunity.: Naturally the individuals concefned in each
case (possibiy omitting the Templars) were acting for their o
own economic advantage. Almost without exoeption each v ‘ %

.evinced a tremendous near-sightedness in regard to long

term outcomes. Although subservience to religious and

»dgv politioal authorities prevailed by and large, there seemed

to be no social conscience, a tendency to identify personal
- well- being with the ultimete desirable end. Thus it would
seem that economic essociatlon and 1ts contributions in the
fields of commerce and finance were those acceptable to both the
'Middie'Ages:and the present day. |

Medieval falrs relied upon ancient precedents and .
flourished under the additional aegls of the medieval churoh.
They came ‘closest to fulfilldng the economic goal of»mutual
advantage, satisfying their royal or noble sponsors, end'
the celebrations of the church as well as the merchants and

- buyers Who'frequented them, They succumbed to the growing
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-{’urban commerciai organization, which.made the "fair's function
' obsolete. Supplying an organized frameﬁork for revivéd |
cdmmeroe in Northerﬁ Burope, the fairs functioned while

‘_ the risks of éea‘transport were greater thaﬁ the déngérs

of overland travel, establishing trading centers at important

{4 TR

il

crossroads as well as taking advantagerof the already organized
episcopal}cities. This naturally stimulated road building |
 and maintenance which helped link together the scattered

- feudal coﬁmunities typical of the dark:ages.‘ Fairs fosfered

| cooperaﬁion between religlous and politicai institutions |

. leading to the suspension of warfare so”that trading could

go forward peaceably. The international and interregional -
chafactef of these fairs ehcouraged‘greater understanding

of foreignersvand appealed to a wide range of patrons: nobles,

clergy, peasants, and even barbarian peoples., Because of the

customary eXemptions‘from tolls and taxes, falrs may be viewed

as .a harbinger‘of the free trade ldea, Specific innovations

- included exchange services, promissory notes, and the intro-

N,

duction of uniform welghts and measures.’ The Just price lidea,
originally the church's, recéived wider currency and speedy
justice was substituted fdr the sometimes slow and usually
~arbitrary decisions of asSorted lay and ecclesiastical coﬁrts.

The secular Anglo-Saxon falirs, as Well as the earl1er Roman

I
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ones, had emphasized the importance of law, and the justice

of medieval fairs reflected this, stressing particularly the

importance of keeping bargains rather than trying to synthesize
a varlety of traditional law codes. The impaét Qf‘this type’
of justice»on law implemented the rise‘of the th;rd estate.

The Jews necessarily modified their economic

LI

activities in accord with changing local and‘regional
restrictions. In several senses theirs was an involuntary

association resting on connections of family and faith, but

it was one‘that worked, demonstrating considerable adaptability

until the emergence of an indigenous merchant class, Their
 participaﬁion in fairs.was prominent, and since they were .
important merchants during an age which lacked them, thej
actually promoted fairs introducing commercial practices
Z'Whlch directly influenced the development of  European business
law, They used 1nsﬁruments of creditiand exchange, and their
vadtivities encouraged the circulation of capltal., Thelr
moneylendihg activities resulted from the church ban on uéury
.absorbing more of their attention s 1n&1genous.merchants
‘competed with them in trade, |

Frisian éeafarers risked life and cargo against the
tempersmeéntal northern seas and the inroads of pirates. Their
: basis of associatlion was tfibal, practically undisturbed for

centuries despite Roman, Frankish and Scandinavian onslaughts.

B
E
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Their{obmmercial dealings were active and successful though

less Sophisticated in techniques of trade and finance than

PRI

the other groups mentioned here. They did sustain oommercial

activities for several centuries, and the dark ages would

- have been darker were it not for the maritime activities

of this energgiigiigpplgi Iheiximosi;iigniiiganticeptribntiom

was undoubtedly their nautical skill in ‘terms of both

bnavigation and the bullding of efficlent and abpropriate

ships. The wide range of their commercial activitles intro-.

duced many primitive peoples to the idea and practice of

& money econonmy.

The Baltlc Hanse, 1oose1y~identified through their -~
Germanic backgrounds and commercial aépirations, employed
every technique to gain commercial advantage, but had to be

satisfied with what they could exact from extant political‘

and economic powers.< Thelr most benificent influences
' promoted better trading conditionss utilization of standard
weights, elimination of fraudulent merchandise, and increased é

security of trade and travel, They did develop useful ships |

and among member cities observed reclprocal trading advantages,
Like all merchants they preferred peace to war, relying on
negotiatibn and arbitration when feasible, Although combatting

piracy ostensibly, they were not above engaging in it, and
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throughout thelr extensive trading sphere they exerted all

sorts of pressures to retain their monopoly. Despite their

CERIINNCY T AnE T

‘long influence, the Hanse like their earlier predecessors
| in control of the northern seas, (Frisians,'ahd'reiatively 5§

briefly, Scandinavians,) contributed little to modern business

b"methods, although there is no guestion 6f their efficiehcx
and competency in mercantile operations, |

The enprmdusly profitable commercial and financial
- transactions of the Templars were not inténded forlindividual,
dynastlc, nor national gain. But their corporate wealth énd
influence ﬁitigated the impression of monastic commitment ko‘

| poverty, obedience and chastity. Theilr corporate power and

'influencé in commerée and finance made them one of the.

: 1mportant innovators of modern‘business practices, The
multiplicity Qf their economic functions waé staggering.
Their banking techniques and services included loans, deposits
and'disbufsements, eichange and clearinghouse activities; |
mortgages, letters of credit, and ﬁrusteeshipé., These

H} provided the greatest source of théir wealth although their

far-flung commercial ventures and their successful land-
management produced considerable gain, too. Corrodies, as
‘mentioned“earlier, fbreshadowed pension and insurance plans,
and théir whole concern with business accelerated the com- .

‘mutation of feudal dues into money terus presaging modern
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capltalisn. |
All told the relationship of the chirch to commerce

seems an ambivalent one, On-the favoringbsidé;‘churchmen'
provided a market for the goods commerce provided and were
a force favofing'peaée and security. The negative impact

of the church was 1ts ban on usury and ﬁsordid“ commercial

'gain. The involvement of the church in the crusades led,
of course, to .the rise of military as well as cenobitic

\ re1igious orders. Unfortunately their'rivalries wére s0
intense that they were aligned against one another more

‘often than not in support of one of the commercial factions

':vof the Mediterranean which meintained colonies in every |

important Levantine port-—PisanS, Genoese, Catalans, and

" Marseillais,

| | The favors that royalty bestowed upon merchants

and townémen--trading rights, charters, eté.--under'the

" misapprehension that they were inéxpensive, proved to be

extremely éostly in the long run, elevating the urban classes

to power and depriving royalty of ény réal authority.

_While royal authofity did provide temporary protection

for merchants and financiers (especially in the cases of

the Jews, the Templars, and the Italians) agéinst popular

attacks and criticism, the end result was that what the king
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‘had safeguarded “he later plundered.

. Economic unity, often the aim of commercial interests,
was not achieved in Western Europe during the Middle Ages.
Yet steps were taken in that direction. .

The fair was handicapped by the intervention ond
restrictions of separate sovereigns, The Jews were never
in a position of enough control to apply the benefits of a
4network of continental contacts. The Frisians did what they
‘could in a remarkably'underdeveloped medieval world Perhaps
' the most culpable was the Hanse, whose extreme self-centeredness
ilimited progress and commercial cooperation. and thus found

itself totally‘unprepared to recognize eithei%theisignificanoe

'v”-of the rising natlional states or the importaht social and

. politioal class that was their backbone--the urban proletariat.
of greetest value to today's world were the experiences and
"vcontributions of the most diversified and far-flung of these
kgroups--the Jews,.the Templers, and those involved in the
fairs, |

 The most important legacy of the Etruggle between
‘.political and ecclesiastical institutions was the emergence
of legislative assemblies in Hnglend and France, This by-
| product of the Middle Ages has been adopted andfadaptedrt;

the needs of most twentieth century'states;ﬂ

As.long as it 1asted'in each country, feudalism was
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. obviously incompatible with the development of free trade
| and its basié of mutual advantage and greater efficiencj—-
through & consensus and: agreement rathef than authoritative
central direction. There even seems to be some awéreness
 that man may be. progressing into ever larger groups of |

identification based on cooperative effort, as evidenced .

in the~proéression thréugh family, tribe, feudal unit,
hation;state., If begins to appear possible that'man'might
'{'réoognize,'then realize an economic and politiéal role based
| on his status as an inhabitant of this universe, his humanity;
in preference to the earlier more localized affiliations,
That we seek tolerance and understanding today 1s not pure-
- altruism. At last we have come far enough to realize that
'intoleranoe is short-sighted., Persecution--or denial pf‘
_iOpportunity--undermines peace, ordef, and prosperity.
- Tomorrow's horizons are at least world wide and offer ﬁhe
Jopportunity ¢f economio association,‘understanding,and

cooperation.
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