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THE JAPANASE PROBLEM

oar came.

One of the  roblems econfromiing L@ Americans as well as ths Japancoee
is that of the Japancee Probloms. FPerh.ps, this problem begsan years age
when ouwr forefethers cave 1o this country, about 1.70.

Alnost imnedistelyafter the cloes of the Chi ese lnmigration to this
country, the Yapansse immigration begane Then within 5 years, there were a
population ef 2,058 Japareee immigrants in the United tates; and in the
next decade, had increased to 23,326 and Ly 1930, it had rose te a popule-
tion of 138,8%4 on the sontinental United tates; 20 mpid was t1e inorense

in the populatlion of the Japanese, that tiw extensions of the Chirese Lxe
clusion Aet wore eminent. And eo Timally, the Gentleman's Agreement nas
passed on larch 14, 1907 teo aid in ¢hecklny the ever ingroasing rate of
dmmigrants fram Jopone This Agreements was an understanding that the govern-
mont of Jopanw as to lasue passporta only (o thosé returning to the United
States to resune a fommerly established home er busiress, to join a perent,
wife or child. This sgreement sheckad the lassigration rate for a yesr or
two, but thereafter, the Japaneee again bogen to come in incréazing mmber.
And ®0 in 1524, tie Jamigration Aet was passed to give California what che
wanted, nsmely, the exclusion of Japuness.

But alrveady, 198,834 Japanese have lmmigraicd inte this country,
of which 97,456 or 70.2% have concentrsted into the st® of California,
therefore uaking thies imuigretion problem more or lesce a | lem of that
of Californias. There is at least ono representstive in every state, ox-
cept Hew Hampehire, there are 7 states that report less than 10 and ouly 8
that report as manmy as 1,000 Of the total ineregse of (6,677 frem 1910 to
1930, that of 56,100 or 84X has been in Calif:-rnia; W.sh. gton an increcce
of 4,908 and Oregon 1540.

But, probably, the greatest sceial problem bohind the Jupanose froblen
is that of mee prejudices Rags prejudice is based first of all upon the
fast th.t difference exist betwe n two races. A strange o jeet. if noticed,
causes a focling of uneertainty, whish ic sakin to umplesasantness or strain.
There is a fundemontal comneetion  between strange objecic of differences
and uncertainty, unpleasariness, and being enene's guard., Differences
between individuals of one's own race are noted early in life and become
automatically secepted. "“ith members of another rage the primary racial
difference iv 20 pronounced tha it overshadows a'l others, so that the
Camecasian first ceming into contast with Japumsse feels that all Jyparese
lock alike. Just so the Japanese dou  tlees fecl about Caucasians

ihis gerer:l similarity swong the members of a differemt race has an
important bearing upon our subjeet. For man tends to judge any new experience
in terms of cinllar past experiences. A white zan to whom all whites look
dif erent is able to mcet strange whites with am open m.nd. man he met
yesterday may have cheatod himy, but the man he meets today has no feature
in ecmmon with that nan and arouse no distrust; on the other hand, all Filipinos
resenble each other decidedly to the white nan's eys. 1he o e met yosterday
aroused an unfavoradble imprescion a d e0 the phys cal etimulus presented
the eight of the one met today ie 90 simlilar that the sene unfav., able reaction
is lamediately pr duced. Herein lice ono of the fundonental basee rage pio=
Judiee. We reuct to all of the nov rage on the basis of ono or very ifew
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experiences; we do not distinguleh asong them as we do in the case of
of our own race, bocause we gannote

Race prejudice is furt or more due te the temdency to develop sterco-

types of gereralizatione on insufficient evide:ce, and fr m Lhe pers nal
standpo . te The unfamiliar and the new is interpreted by each individusl in
terne of his own experiences ZThus Lhe reac' lon 10 the unknown is partly an
sxpressions of he unkno-n iteelf and partly, often postly, an gxpression of th
individusls beckgro.~de Onece prejudice has been es a lished toward a el le

spanese, the differences in his aprearansd® or sammer becone siyns not merely - f
mosbership ia the Japansese rage but more mportant still of the' stureciyped
reactions. ‘hon any other Japanese is encoumterod, the peculiarities of his
race set off the ster iyped resctione ihe Second goner ation Jasecewe L0 not

an individual first and incide tally a member of the Japanese races he io a
"Jap" firs , endowsd with all the undesirable attributes of the sterotype, and
only-ineidental'y a pariisular individual.

As has boen poi.ts! out, rage prejudies is not an instinetive reaction
but is an outgrowth of the peculiarities of h.man beinge, =0 thal for proctieal
purpoees it may be viewsd as a type of behavior ‘hatl i1l arise wien tw0
different groups are br ught togother under ordinary co (1110 se

Already the fact tha. Jepamese lanigratlion has ceased and Lhal conee-
quently the fear of ecomomic rivulry has been removed from Celifornia. has
elsiminated much of the hard feeling in thet state toward the Oriemtale
Azitation is prastically a thing of the pasl. The Jep nesse can now be judged
on their merits, not as a groving nonace.

The second-gereration Japansge way remain Oriental in face and . ure,

|

.
but in dress, spesch, and manner they are more and more 1like the “we.lean
typees Zhe degree of difference, while probably nover «ho ly ehanging, .1 ill
becone less with each generaiions Sinilarity in ethical stondards and idecls
is the great common denominators |

On Decenber 1, 1924, the Jepanwee Diet amended the law o Lationality.
By this ame duent, a -hild born of Japonese parents, regardless of wmhere 1ho)
are livin:, 18 not to be ¢lassed as a Japanese subjoct unie-s the pa ente
declare, within 14 days after birth, there intentlons of retaining Jopanese
natidnalitys Also any perso » may abandon thelr Jepoiese ¢ 4tizenship st any
time Ly makdng s simple notificatlo « This ‘aw slininat the neceseity of
dual cit.senship for those of Japanese a cestry bora in lawall or on ihe
mal-land; bofore they hal been eit zens of the United Itates by birth and of
Japan by the Japancee Lawe

There ie aleo homo d.£ficulties which confrent the sceond gemeration
Jepanese. In rolation to langusge, fev of the parente reully master the Spnglish
language, & g0 are separated from their children to a consideradle degree,
gince @ -h prefer a J .fferent languigee 4‘horfore the second gemeration
J pansse do not loece the dist nguishing marke of the r race as do so nary
im-igrante, that they o refaced with g handicap peculiar to thwm and to other
Caueasiane The d.fference is not so greet as it was to their fethers, owing
to their Averlc.nizations But it iz still sufficlent to be noted. 2lms
they aro unable to escape the r clal prejudice tha . a t4 achos 1o their parents.




As to the oecupstion of the Jayanese, one half of Lhe Japenese in
Calif-rria are ongan ed in faming, 204 in swuall retail buei csees, 5% in mre
gererel busi esses, and only sbou. 1. are engaged i, skilled labors In the

field of skilled trade, o ly here and there in continental United States
13 there to be fourd a first gensratlon Jypa:wee ear ing his livi g doing
] illod wor:s ZThis is prob.bly due to thef ast that they were not skilled
when they came hore and thatorgsnized lab r afterward preverted tholr entry
into such fieldss But in the Hawailans, the fire. gensrotion iz sald to
have gone into such fields %o a great extent, due to the lack of vhite
1.borerse

“inge the Anti- “lien Lend Laws -ore passed, stegondret ion Japarsce
wore prohibited frem “uying or even renting agricultural land, but today
owing to Calif rnda Sup.eme Court decisions, he ean take title im the nuw
of his native-born childrems “nd the gre+ er perce:ta ¢ of the first
gonera' ion Jopa:wee were iarminge

But reee tly, thes econd gemeration J.punese are gotiing
farther away from the viewpeli ¢ of following a risulture as thelr future
vogastions Raeparts ta:en as 0 the subjects ia which the Jspansee are
planni g to specialize show in high scho l--subject prefere eo as Tollows:s
1s shop work, 2. buel ess, %« math, 4. biologleal sédences, 5. Agr .culture.

fhen 4t is remembored thet these J . punese ecame into more intimale
contacé with ubricx. ltural pursuits and with retall . than with amgy oLher
vocational activity, it is surprieing to find so little intereel expressed
here .n thesc ogcuzation.

In general, the occupationsl plane o7 Lhe anux’)w x;;rec ven closel;
with thoee of rhite hi h school aoye with the exeeption thetl the whites a ¢ more
enthusisstic ebout avistion, cagimeeri g, and law tmm the Ja,y.me;_.u. But
otherwise the eecond generation Japansse ars becaming more and zore Aunericanized
in this respect.

In respect to rel siom, t4 is stated that the first gerera. ion prefer
Buddhien to Christianity (77 and 188 reep.). 7The reverse is ihe case with
the United “tates bor:, among vham %9 prefer Buddhiem while the A7H of tle
males and 56% of the females prefeor Chrictianitys dhere ie no cvlde..ce that
the firet goneretion tend to transfor thelir reli iomn to Christlanly as they
eontimue to live in the Umited States but their ehildren clearly do so, as do the
young Yapan born who are growing up in the country.

“ogial contacts between the widtes and Jppanese have boen largely
restricted to those in school. The California Segregation Law was interded
20 elizi-ate thie. but the lawahas never been put into oporation cxeepl in
4 sehool asystems—-Courtla d, *lorin, Isleton, and Wolnut Grove in tLhe
Secremento County but 1 believe that this segrogation has boon aba:nioned.
In nine states lawe have beon passed which forbid. internarriage betweon Urienizle
snd Caucasians--theee statee ar Arione, Californis, asiseippli, Hissouri,
Nebraska, Nevaeda, Orezon, South Dekota, and "yominge This law probably has
little effoct anyway for there ie slight tendency in such intermarriago.
The Japansse have strong family ties and there eustom of warrying as the elders of
the family dircet have militated a -inst o ch intermarriages. Buil the real ob-
jostion ic said to be the socianl comsiderati n. Soth whites and Japa:ese oppose
such intermarriages and both make it exceecd . gly dispgreeable for thooe who
defy thelr point of viv,.




the most important single measurs of an individual i: his general in-
telligence seore. Review of the literature of Jupuneee intellligence nakee
elear that the racial group are aboul equal in this respect. LEducationol
achievement, partisularly when determined by Achlievement Teste measures
equal also for both vhite and Japamese. “‘he comparative studies so far
made, "dth one exeeptlon, in’ icate that Chiness and Japarecse are retarded
somewhat in school with reepest to subjects of & lisguistle nature but in arithmetic
and spelling, seem to he sureri r %o whitese However in ome extensive stud;,
¢ uality of performance in reading tests as well as in aritimetiec was shownd

Data from high school indieste that 755 of those born in lawaili and 827 of
those born in the United States prefler Snglish to Japamesc. Fract.cally all
college men (965) whegher in Hawaii or on the United Stetes, prefer “nglish
to Japanese. “lthough the Japanese are superior to the Fhite in securimg
A and B grades, this superiority deecreases steadily from grade BY to grad: 12.
#1980 there ie a marked inere. ee among the Japamse of ~ and “ marks as they go
higher in school andmarked deersase in the same respect for toial popul,t.on.
But in relations ip to a average pupil, the Japanese obtain hi her n:rkee

Poselbly the most serious handicap confronmting the sec.nd generation
is the chaotic state of mind that is induced by the wulter of problems con-
fronting them. ~o:flieting ideas, ideals, and aspiration result in the
oxpend iture of much energy in one direction afiter ancther -ith little eor no
progrese in a y direections Possitly in no age have all young people heen
more seriously handleapped by this conditione The soluiion is not, hosever, for
the Japanese American to attritute their troubles to the faet that they are
Japanese in origin, or tp place all the blame for one's deficiencies upon an
exteranal fact over which one has no comtrol rather than to a poed ble de-
ficiency in one's own character, is mare gratifying to one's self-esteem, but
it deetroys the impetus to self-improvesent which mi nt meun future suc-ess.

Butin Yegceumber 7, 1941, efter the attack - n Pearl iarbor by the Japa ese
government, we were all grouped into an Agesembly Center and later in a
Relocation Center. This crisie, again revived all of the prejudices and ether
hand icaps of the s econd generation Jepanese in thie country, and we are asgain
faged with all of the prohlems that were and are being feced by our parenta.
It will probably take generations, and generations before this will be em oth
and ironed out.

Here in Relocation Ce ter, the creation of a sclf-goverment, self-
supporting community of a groeat assembly of persons druwn suddenly from their
homes and their normal occupetions is a tremendous task in which the sehiools
share responeiblility and opportunity. ‘¢ is through these schools thai the
future workers of the comrunity are produced. Schools will assure definite
responsibilities in the productio , maintenance and operation progream on the
projects and be given the land, machinery, supplies, and equlpments necessary
to carry this out; and (2) utilize and organ:2eé the w.¥k opportunity pro-
vided on the projectes for the vecational ¢ aining of etulents and recogn ze
work experience as an imporisnt part of the sechool pro.rame.

School enterprises carrled on by students wi'l be directly related to
project neede such as food production, a part in such activities as poultry
raising, bee-keepin:, dairyi g, hog raising and speeiality corpsj or re-
search and recording jo s or carpemtry. Such tralning will give a large numbver
of skills needed on the project and will serve as a guide in the delce .f
a vocation.




There is also a plan by whiech any high school student over 16, special-
izing in certain voeational flelds, may under the direction of the super-
intendent of eduecation spend one~half of his time in a prentice tral.ing or
work experience on the project enterprises during the regular school year,
receiving credit toward gredust.cu. Thes: students are eli ible for pay and
for promotion in the corpss “ome of the fields which are being plan.ed for
such operations are (1) girls nureing treining in con eetion with the hospital
or medical progrem, (2) training in tradee connected with restaurants and
hotel operation. (7) manufscturing of all kirds for the neede of the projects,
(4) and auto mechanics and repair and meintenance of machinery. oSome of the
other p.obable omes are sgricul ture, animal husbardry, plumoing, and
eleetrical trade, merchandiz ng, marketing, office work, and a ~umber of
pre-professional fields.

The growing demand for workers is opening the way now for employment
away from the projects of meny citizens of Jgpanese angestry. As individuals
find jobs and are cleared by the FBI, they will be free to setile outside of
military areas, where opportunities are to be found in the fields of domestiec
sérvice, care of children, general farming, and office work. The schools are
endeavoring to use the work opport nities on the relocation projects es a
training center and so to gear the projects into the ge.eral employment needs

of the country.
by TORU NOJI
Soeclology
April 27, 1943
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