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HEART MOUNTAL M.
WYMING

The following brief speeches, which were delivered at the first informal
get-together of Block Administrators and Administrative Personnel, are issued by
the Renorts Division for the purpose of creating better - nderstanding between
the two groups.,

In these first five papers will be found some of the background material '
long sought by administrative personnel and others in pursuing the true atti-

tude. of the evacusees.
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SOCIAL ASPECTS OF EVACUATION

I want to go a little into the background of the Japanese in America.
‘fe are a relatively new addition in the melting pot of democracr. Where the
other nationalities have immigrated into America since its discovery by
Columbus and they are, in almost every case, many generations away from their
parent country, we are only in the nisei or second generation stage, whose
average age is only 2l. Through no fault of their own, our parents have been,
because their physical characteristics marked them apart, discriminated against
them through the Exclusion Act and land laws of the states where we resided
and have been called unassimilable. Despite these reverses which faced them,
we, &5 & grodv, have mads a remarkable rocord of self-support, literacy,
freedom from juvenile delinquency and generosity to all commnitv causes.

As to the cross section of our people, approximately two-thirds of us
are American citizens and one-third are aliens, whose average age is about
60. We have, as nisei Americans, retained those characteristics of thrift,
pride, and civic mindedness that is the basic background of a better American
citizen. As a group we have managed to stay off the relief rolls better than
any other second generatiof immigrant group in this country. We have de~
monstrated an extraordinarv desire to learn and our parents have sacrificed
mich in order that we might be better equipped to compete in the American way
of 1ife, Furthermore, we, as & group, have been more American than Orientala
Our parents have spent more than 80% of their lives in the United Stetes.

We may say that most of them are more loyal to this country in their quiet
way than most of those who were demanding that we be put into concentration
camps because we are allegedly disloyal and dangerous. As for the nisei, we
can only say that, as a grouo, we know no other allegiance than the United
States, We were born, educated, made friends, established homes and
businesses here and were gradually being assimilated to the status of our
neighbors. At all times we have wanted to assume, with everv other American,
our share in the winning of this war. We had achieved a fairly comfortable
standard of living a7d our association as members of the American community

wagkgarticularly dear, The American way has been and will be the only way
we know. 3

The fact is that most of us have never lived in a communitv which was
preponderently Japanese, and our internment in these camps for several years
will naturally tend to permetrate the vervy things we have been striving to
eliminate, that is those mannerisms and thoughts, which, aside from our
vhysical characterigtics, tended to mark us apart. Among the younger group,
the cartailing of the general freedom and the denial of their former pursuits
sach as extra curricular school activities, movies, American contacts and
some of the simple luxuries of life with which thev were brought up will
cause idle hands, idles minds, and will lead to a dangerous breakdown in
morale which will have a bed effect in the present and future.
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‘Now our life in4infg}ﬁment. living a more or less community life, stand-
ing in line three timss a dav for meals, living together in crowded quarters,
using all our other facilities together, suffering from lack of privacw, a direct
contrediction of ‘these Principles that we have been brought up to believe as our
understanding of the American wayv is going to disrupt the Americanization of the
great majority of these vounger evacuees who are just at the impressionable age.
No wonder we have ‘actual happenings like this case which has been related so
often but which illustrates the pnoint. It's about a —woung child who was taken
away from his home in an everyday American community and put with his family
into an agsembly center. Afteér several days he got up one morning and said to
his Mothers “iama, I don't went to stay here in Japan. Tet's go back home to
America, "

-

We realize that the Adminigtrative gtaff has a tough asgignment to main-
tain & high morale and trein these internees to the difficult problems of
adjustment and rehabilitation after the war., We, therefore, offer our heart-
iest cooperation to this end and we sincerely hope that vou can helo us face
our problems bv always keeping before wou our American background and our
fervent hope for an early return to the MAmeriern way of life."

Shig Masunaga

HOONOMIC ASPECPS, OF THE 3VACUR3S

Some U0 years ago, our fothers and motherd crossed the blue Pacific to
the western shores of America, These isseis, like the immigrants from Turope, '
came to this promised land for the sake of American freedom. From their
penniless early davs as laborers storms of barriers in the form of anti-
legislation deprived them of their former rights on the ground of racial dis-
crimination. Racial differences has accentuated taeiy vroblems, narrowing
their occupational opportunity, fundamentally, to &:riculture. ' Today, after
forty vears of hardship, we the second generation Ame~ican citizens are the
onlv frults of their tpil and the only ones thev find refuge for their future.

In spite of the continuous oporession, the economic foothold, the
Japanese in general, held previous to evacustion amounted to the sum of
agricultural outnut of 100 million dollars in California, 3 million dollars
in Oregon, &nd 4 million dollars in Washington. Of the total population, Y5%
were engsged in agricultare, 24% in wholesale and retail, 17% in personal
services, 4% in manufacturing, almost 3% in professional, 1.6% in forestry
ar¢ Fishing, and the rest in minor oocupation. In California, the aoproxi-
mate averogé per. farm output in 1940 ‘was about $13,000, Oregon 39,000, and
Washington $7,000« ‘In California 22,000 Japenese produced 35% of the total
agriculiural outout of the state; and the State of California produced 25%
of' the'nation's total output. In other words, these 22,000 or 1/6000 of the
Japanese. population of 130,000 produced 8.75% of the total nation's agricul-
tural commodities which was no negligible amount in the food walue for the
defense program. ¢

In city of Seattle, out of 325 hotels, 206 were operated by the Japanese
and about one quarteér of the city's dry cleaning establishments were operated
by the Japenese. 'In San Francisco, H8% of male and 69% of female who regis~
tered for evacuation were emoloved in service indastries. In the whole state
of California there were 4,101 dairy product stores and 1,572 eating and
drinking places overated by the Japesnese. Aside from these Japanese wers
proficient cooks, butlers, gardeners, narsery-man, florists, clerks, .and mani
others, This indicates although limited in fields, that thev are not all




o

farmers. These peonle were enjoving average vet incomes of $1,200 to: $2,000
annually while some £njoyed net incomes of $10,000 or over, Among the :
Japanese, like all other races, some were poor and earned encugh to live from
day to day, while others, successful in their lines, have marchased real
estates, and built beautifiil modern, furnished homes with plethora of greenery
and chrysanthemums about them. With a family car of RBuick Centurv and a Ford
or two for the uncommon scene which characterized the economic 1ife of the
wealthier class. Others with lesser incomes at least had a family ear,
refrigerator, and other luxaries, bought verhaps, on installument. Thus, the
Anerican ways of life have been nurtured in the thoughts of 'these veonle
tarough the Niseis ahd the long rears thev have lived here in America. At
least these people were. free to gpend their earnings and the long vears they
have lived here in America. At least these peopnle were free to spend their
earnings and spare mements in whatever rav they desired. A1} in all1l, the free
American patter of 1ife was enjoyed by all.

e nigeis were graoteful to the untiring struggle of our fathers and
mothers in face of the oppression brought asainst them.. We were happv of
the foothold thev attained which we solemnly resolved to carrs on as our duty
of good Americans. Urlike the isseis, with citizenship, devoid of fear that
our citizenship status will be wusurved, we had ambitions to buy lands,
baild homes, and live freely and permanently as an integral part of American
family 1ife. We built dream castles for our lives of our future.

On December 7, the fatal dav caie. Isseis were picked up everyvwhere
and sepnrated from their beloved homes snd their families. Finally when the
carfew laws, militar zoning, and evacuation orders were instigsted to
jnclude the American - citizens of Javanese zncestry, the whole life of the
Japanese commanity became g turmoil. Accounis were frozen, pavments neglected,
cars and farnitures revossessed--we were heloless victims of the money
grabbers who came to buy furnitures and other belougings at ridiculous prices.
Mrough the easerness of everyone to sell, prices became next to nothing and
many realized nothisgz from the sale of their life's earning. Te were in a
position ‘to question the citizensiiy status which we held sacred and trusted
to be safeguarded by our American Democracyv. We niseis defined ourselves as
being close to the border as men without a courtrv.

The transition from the normal free life outside to the regimented,
gsocialistic 1ife of this center has brought dedres<ive chznges in oar minds
and attitudes of ‘is niseis. ‘hen we hear of Senztor Burton XK. Theeler, of
Montana, stote that our stendard of living is so low that we can live in a
shack that no one care to live in and that »e can live on a bowl of rice,
it behooves us to presuppose and doubt, althouch I am sure that vou all
inderstand us, whether some of wou people in the administrative staff might
hold similar views and that we are now here living in Ttopia. If so, it is our
daty ‘to0 bring to vour survey the truth of the mattér that our standard of liv-
ing is just as high as any average ‘American, and that especially, we niseis
cannot survive on a bowl of rice and soy soup. Such misunderstanding and
attitude of condescersion wupon us, without a broad and warm feeling of
sympathy and understanding, would cause the rift between the administration
and. the peonle which Mr., Rechford so detests.

We were promised that the designs of our life in the camp would be
to allow us to live as normal American life as the outside. ‘We have no
intention to undermine nor obstruct the duties of the administration., Yet,
you mast agree with me, we are denied the right to have a camgra to take
odr babv's picture, we ave denied the right to go out of the camp to look
for new areas for permanent relocation, and we are denied the right to go
to the siirrounding tovns for shopping and to see the surrounding habitation
of Wyoming other than the evacuees confined on the unbecoming and uninviting
cactus of this desert sage. lost of s have nct had the chance to fish in
the Shoshone River, nor have we the least idea of the picture or shape of
the river only a mile away. Now to cause more rift between the people and
the administration, barbed wire fence is being erected, supposedly to keep
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the famed buffaloes of Wyoming fron stevping ¢n vor poor children's toes, bat
at the same time, the sharn voint of the barbed vire 48 Dricking at the heart
of the peovle with unhaupy result of indignation and ingalt until sone day,
explosioh or greve consecusnces Will result,

The possession of the evacuses here in camp is limited to what they now
have. in most instances.  After what little cash they mav have now is gone,
they mast look toward the rescue and aid of 'the government, or other sources,
since thev involuntarily came here. Present wagze standard is insufficient to
pay for the mecessities of their living in gvite of the food and board granted,
egpeciallv those vith manv children. ' With the wage allowance of 316.00 per
month, please 'imaeine how far this will go whén thev mast pay. orices with the
profit margin of perhaps 30% to Ho% plus the sales tax. ' lany have obligations
and annuities, such as 1ife irsurapces to'pey, vet they are unable to continue
payments when thev are vowerless in here to sarn more. Furthiermore at the
time of ‘the evacuation, man+ solditheir only personzl drov:riy at deplorable
orices, thus, profiting nothing therefrom, and as all of voa are aware, we
are'in midst of a vartime inflation., Ficture, if vou please, how far their
valuable monev earned from the pre~inflation period will go, if they are to
g0 out to inveést for their permanent relocation with the depreciated dollar
and the inflated commodity prices.

: Thus, we here from 21l welks of life left what wss our happy fanmily
homess we lost our jobts, husiness and ferms which veid well; and our dream
castle of ‘our hopefal future became & nightmare of frim despaire By the
virtue and reason of military rnecessity, we cconergted in the.evacuation to
show our loyalty to this cowm®ry, The past strucgle of ‘the Tsseis have been
with discrinination and Opiression, and the more recent past of the innocent
nisei have been 1o leas' of discrimination and disapoointment. Our present
pitifal ‘predicament is in wour hand, and our fature destiny is guided by your
kindly and'fatherly direction of understsnding our protlems toward the
restoration of our morale, @Ay odr brobles be Your .rrogblen and may you.esll
vourself to us, not as a dictator from the due sense of authority, but as
sympathetic¢ friend so that our responsive chord of cooweration and ingnira-
tion may be rectored in face of the dark future in store for us.

Clarence I. Vighizu

OUR . 0.Cy4: CRITER

Po all of the Japanese. and Americans of Japanese ancestry it was a
terrible blow vhen the actusl internmént orders wers isgued by the Testern
Defense Command.  We vere then forced 46 practically zive away our invest-
ments ‘and property because: the public anmouncenient, nainted so beautifully
by the Faderal Reseérve Bank, did not cat out to ve as intimgted. 'Neverthe-
less we Gooverated, the first stev to be corraled ianto the W.C.C:A. centers
began,

Mar 1 brieflv eketch the new 1ife'we had in store for us in the center.

We did not know the feeling of confinement, becsase as you well know, as citi-
zens ‘and as a race we have not had the experience ¢f being im confinenent or
the so-called vrisen. e arrived st Tortland, Oreegon, at & o!clock in the
motning, Wwhich center was'$0 be ous hoze-for a few months., It was fortunate

S that although the Cavcasian adninigtrotive staff of the center not knowing
or. not having had dirsct contact with the Japsnese in. their every dav. life,
until we had ‘arrived in the center, took into censiderztion everw humane
and social interegt.' I was fortunate to be one of the members of the
governing bYoard working as a counselor Yo the center manager, kr. Emo Sand-
quist, who at a later date was promoted chief of all the assemily centers
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on the Pacific coast. The W.C0.C.As center in rfortland was considered as Deing
one of the best organized and smoothest running of all the centers. This
reason, I believe, was due to the real understanding and cooperation of the
adninistretive staff with the Japanese council governing board within the
center. Tverr ouestion, inconvenience and hardship was directly brought before
as. ' Our center manager took great faith in us in thrashing out our own vro-
blems.

All problems pertaining to the functions of the center were referred
directlv to this bosrd. They, in turn thrashed over the various complaints
and siggections that were then brought to the center manager, in a meeting.
There, the warious problems were celegated to the proper departments, all new
rales and regalotions were discussed and their sdaptability was taken up with
the center manager. Special assignments were first presented to the board
and the center mansger was very coreful in giving the board an opportunity
to meet everv Armv, W.R.A., or W.C.C.A. official who came to the center.

In this way we were able to foresee the goal the Arm— officials in San
Francisco were trring to achieve. All new bulletins and regulations were
read to us and explained by the center manager and a covy was given to

each member of the board. The Caucasian personnel avoroached us es an
egaal and problems of the center, no matter how great or small, were dis-
cussed first with the members of the board. The ndvisory board and the
Caucasian personnel worked as a team, each man keeping in mind, always, the
best for the welfare of the center. The attitude and understanding of the
administration resulted and led to a more cooperative spirit from every
resident.  No stone was left unturned to promote the friendly atmosvhédre
evolved from the very beginning. Even prior to evacuation the J.A.C.L. was
invited to help set up the government of the center and to help iron out the
problems. < All suggestions, criticisms were given consideration and every
effort made to comply with their requests.

Ye, as residents of the W.R.A., are very fortunate in having one of
the most capable administrative staffs with lir. Rachford at its head, and I
am speaking with confidence that problems of relocation, problems of finance
and others requiring every attention vill be carried out br you to the

satisfaction of erch and ever resident of this center. %e, as internees,
have not the answer as to what we are going to do after this terrible war
has been settlied. We do not know or cannot ansver what is going to become
of us, but eventually we hope these problems will clear themselves through
the capable assistance of the present administrative staff; and I trust
that every problem no matter how complicated or how small, this staff will
take the residents into consideration and present the problems directly
to us and let us help solve these problems. I am sure that we as residents
and vourgelves, as the administrative staff will be able to solve these
unanswerable guestions of what, how, and where our one hundred thousand
evacaated vopulation of these great United States of America are headed.

Harry Yamamoto

EVACUATIOV AND QUR ({ORALE

Hvacuation! What meaning that word has for us now after several
months in the assembly centers first and now in relocation camps hundreds
of miles from our homes. The homes we have kiuown since our earliest
recollection. Every corner, sthool, church and store is dear to us as one's
bhoie should be., Our homes built through vears of toil and heartache are all
ths more dear to us for that teil. Our friends, the men and women with whom
%wa . v.2nt to kindergarden, shared our ideas to contribute in some small way in
12 progresas of our nation. e left that behind. To meet the demand of the
ersys ve left all our life's effort without protest to remove all possibility
of hiidrancas in our war effort.
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We are now here at Heart Hountain far remcved fron thesc scenes. We
have met every demand made woron ue, bat now we @i, wisd 5 to become of us
and ‘our children?  What promise is there 'in olr fubirei | Jat weo’'liok vpon
history for'a clue? No, this, ovr prodicamert is urprecsdeonted in 2il of men-
kindg expsrignesgd. ' For a groun/of citizens 1o be removed frem civ®t 1ive
withouS proof ef erime or wilhout even indisation ¢f such'issmething uncreamed
of, in’ our democratic concepiion of governmest. No worder we are at los ko
undersvand and our hooes of future dazk.  Mis yod will agree is not a
healthy outlook. ' Our morsle which'hsas kept ovr heads hisgh, which made our
accomnllshments in the pPut as gnumerated hi  otlier. sveskers vossible, is
being trampled uvon. " The ono imvorsant possessiond which ve all still retain
over all our losses 18 Deinz supressed miber than belng nartared.  Gan vou
not ‘vigtalize the erfect upow our merdls tuet'a barbed =ires fence around us,
enclosing us within a emall aréa will be? ¥e who hdave always been free d
We who have beeri proud that ouz diligent efforts have made thi's freedcm
possible.  We who hAve been Hauzht thot this Fracdm of gétion end thought
and ‘speech was the democracy for vhich ‘our guvernacht stoods  What effect
on the imvressionable minds of our children who-are beimg tavzht at this
moment, these principles of denocracy when they are hsvled into the guard house
for-sliding down a hiil? Certainly those actions sre not a concrete exnmple
of democratic princivies.

let'us 'digress a myment and study the thoughts of these —ouncster
They don't fullv understand why thew are in cemp, confined %o a smail are

cherish,
as pitiful as env experienced by any child before.

This'is an experiment of ow government.  Ther too have no experiences
oy precedent upon which to base ‘their aciuions. . América hes aiways been prone
tovard exveriments. What greater éxperimeni thsn our Revelutiomary War. A
comnlete break with-the mother nation, Imgland. to estanlisa a new nation.
Throvgh superhuman effort and the concaering of cover«wheiriing hardships they,

oar forefathers, gave us thig land, Todevy %his nation stands as @ glorious
momument to the success of that exveriment.

Now we are in the midst of a new experiment.’ To us just as vital.
Will we emerge victorious and Better or will we perish: alons the way? Hay
ve- through our diligent efforts and with vour thorcugh symonathetic cooveération
and guidsnce meke it 86 that we will soon be rroudly acciaimed by all ag’
fellow Americans; :

Hitoshi “7onemura

OUR FUTURE

Time and time again, we are told that our future is entirelv dependent
upon our. own ections and attitude toverds our countryv. It seems to me that,
that statement only Cen e ‘the ubtterances of the 111 informed, dévoid- of all
huaan honestyy undergtanding and kindiiness: and,' certainly cannot come from
those who honestly believe in the $erm democracy, esnecially when we sgre all
here involuntarily,

Frankly' speaking, our actions of the recent past have been the actions
of the condemned; without knowledge of the crime charged with, without a fair
chance of ‘a trial, without vroof 'of innoCence or guilt, confined, or more
explicitiy, corralcd into the so~called cewters, mimis the ordinary liberty
enjoyed by the rest of the peonles of oiur nasion,  minvs the necessar~ friends
to come $o our rescue, beCause; we are unfortunstely, a minority group without
means of expression, daily fearing that perchance. we may Be deprived of more
of our constitutionsl rights, ‘daily fearing that our uttefances and our actions
may be deliberately misconstrued as irimical to the well-bsing of our Jation,
and honce diglowel.’ This i's the tirae wmicture of our vitiful predicament and
condition today.
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Thank God, however, we come from a basically very obedicnt and patient
rata. As; if this dnfortunate inter-ment wss attemnted umon a tody of German,
Ttalian, Trish, BEnzlish, or any.other n<tionel groav, whose ¢hildren are
American . Citizensg, vou certainly can draw your owa conelusion,

Ae to. our fature'sctions, tho resvonsibilit~ of rchabilitation 1is
entirely upon our Government; end, directly the resoonsibilit~ of the Caucasian
Administrative Staff in this canp. Fox, our predicement todav: is akin to a
cornered animaly groning about without exact clarvification as to the oresent
and fature status of our eitizenshiv, inequality of vpay, unheard of in ‘the
history of our nation, peor food, voor living conditions with verw little con-
sideration as' to sanitation, morale, human feelings, and, meny other like
pProvlems.

Our fature then is verv dark, The us-rooting of our ecoromic aznd
social life by our government and the militarv is an accomplished fact. ~Our
present internment is vitiful’ enough, but, when e look into the fature, when
prace is with us again, it becomes & night-mare, Having been interned and
deprived of our economic indevendence, ‘e are now the forced wards of our
Govermment. Pav of twelve, 16, and 19 dollars, & month certainly cannot
be expected as sufficient to set aside for future reserve as this vav will just
aboat eover the somp and miscellancous costs of our daily necessities. OCan
our Goverament retarn us 8ll to our formeér social and economic statig before
internment? Are e to be kept in this coral even a:ter the war?! Yhat will
become of the imvovements if we are to be relea ed after working practicelly
for nothing for our government? . And, menv like guestions hower in our minds.
Purhaps wou can held solve this riddle. For the roots planted so long, whether
they be 200 years. or, 4O vears, or 20 ears, these roots when aprooted, ‘cannot
forever resein alive anless they are properly ané s.curely vlented.

Ot the other hand, if yoi, as the Administrstive Staff, individually
and collectivelyw, a“teor fally understending our vrediceament, endeavor to
tackle 0Ur problems on a 100% reeconglbilityr basiey, we offer vou, our

¢hallenge’ that, with voaraccentance of the rescongibilitics, there will evolve
8 gpirit of coonevatdon from the r-sidents, and, thenceforthi, tlere is no
gaestion in our ~inds that a Harmonious, well<orgeaized center can be attained
for the dursatiomn.

By now, it.sounds as if we are condemiing the Administrative Staff,
but, .please Dalieve ug that we do not condemn you as individuals, Our only
decire is that woa, 88 representatives of our Government, spproach our probdlems
with thorough understanding and svmoathy,  With this in wvour minds ond also the
faet that our Demoerac— which bossts of no discrininetion between race, creed,
or ‘color, these maejor vroblems could be solved, It will then become our duty
in’an enlightened and conperstive sensidility fto assist in the ernsure of at
1spst &5 portion of the blackest merk in the historr of our country!

R« Tomo

Chairman
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