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FOREWORD 

The year  1942 witnessed an event  unprecedented 
in  the long epic  of  America.  

Immediately af ter  Japan 's  a t tack on Pear l  
Harbor  and the subsequent  declarat ion of  war ,  i r ­
resis t ible  machinery went  in to  operat ion s tar t ing 
a  chain of  events  which f inal ly  culminated in  tho 
complete  removal  of  a l l  Japanese,  both c i t izens 
and a l iens  a l ike from the west  coast .  

The f i rs t  inkl ing of  th ings to  come was a  
le t ter  to  the President  on February 13,  1942,  f rom 
the Pacif ic  Coast  congressional  delegat ion recom­
mending the removal  f rom s t ra tegic  are  s  a l l  per­
sons of  Japanese ancestry.  

On February 19,  by Execut ive order ,  the pres­
ident  authorized the mil i tary commander  to  pres­
cr ibe cer ta in  areas  from which any or  a l l  persons 
may be excluded.  Under  th is  authorizat ion Lieu­
tenant  General  J .  L.  DeWit t ,  commander  o l  the Wes­
tern Defense Com land,  on March 2 ,  issued a  procla­
mation designat ing mil i t f  ry  areas  in  the s tnto of  
Washington,  Oregon,  Cal i fornia  and Arizona from 
which the Japanese, 'both a l iens  and c i t izens were 
tobe evacuated.  

On March 14, the Wart ime Civi l  Control  Admini­
s t ra t ion was es tabl ished to  supervise  the vast  
evacuat ion program. I t  was through this  off ice  
that  the Japanese disposed of  their  propert ies ,  
received their  ins  t ruct ions . .and were ushered,  in to  
the var ious assembly centers  pr ior  to  thoir  exodus 
fur ther  inland.  

An execut ive order  (9102)  issued on larch 
18 created the War Relocat ion Authori ty . , ,  a  non-
mil i tary agency which is  a t  present  working on a  
long-range program of  permanent ly  re locat ing the 
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A  I I  A C E ' E  

The.  Granada Relocat ion Center  i s  
named,  a f ter  Amache,  beaut i ful  daughter  
of  Ochi-nee (meaning one-eyed) ,  chief  of  
the  Cheyenne Indian t r ibe which roamed 
these wind-swept  prair ies  and pi tched their  
tepees  •amongst  the•  cot tonwoods a long the 
Arkansas  River* 

I t  was in  1863 that  John W. Prowers  
for '  whom the county is  named,-  wooed and 
marr ied Amache and became heir  to  almost  
two-third of  the  land along the Arkansas .  
River  f rom Lamar to  Las Animas,  special­
iz ing in  cat t le  ra is ing,  he '  became fabu­
lously weal thy and a t  the t ime of  h is  death 
was said,  to  be worth a  mil l ion .and half  
dol lars .  

Amache 's  daughter- in-daw,  Mrs.  John 
¥ .  Prowers  J r . ,  a  gracious,  s i lver-haired '  
lady,  i s  s t i l l  l iving in  "Lamar,  'Colorado.  

evacuees.  There are  ten of  these projects ,  two 
each in  Cal i fornia ,  Arizona and Arkansas ,  one each 
in  Utah,  Idaho,  Wyoming and Colorado.  

The Granada Relocat ion Center  was off ic ia l ly  
opened on August  27,  1942,  with the arr ival  of  the  
f i r s t  c o n t i n g e n t  f r o m  N o r t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a ,  m o s t l y  
consis t ing of  Sut ter  county,  Yolo county,  Stanis­
laus  county,  Merced county and par t  of  Sacramento 
county,  around the Del ta  Region.-  Subsequent ly  on 
September  19,  groups from southwest  of  Los Angeles  
.c .ounty arr ived,  complet ing the project ' s  occupa­
t ion on September  30.  

With these few word5 of  introduct ion,  i t  is  
hoped that  this  pamphlet  may,  to  some degree,  en­
l ighten the publ ic  on the many act ivi t ies  within 
the project  * and at tempt  to  symbolize the earnest  
operat ion of '  the  "War Relocat ion Authori ty ,  in  per­
manent ly  reset t l ing the evaouees into normal  Ameri­
can communit ies  as  rapidly as  possible .  

Documentat ion Sect ion 
Reports  Off ice  
Amache,  Colorado .  
Henry Kusaba 

James C.  Lindley 
Project  Director  

Joe McClel land 
Reports  Off icer-
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION 

This  i s  Arnache,  Colorado.  I t  is  one of  the  
most  unusual  c i t ies  in  the State .  I t  l i teral ly  
sprang up overnight  on a  desolate  prair ie  -where 
a  short  t ime ago only sagebrush,  cactus  and Rus­
s ian this t les  survived the winter  snow and the 
hot  summer sun-  The only creatures  which seemed 
to  feel  a t  home here  were the jackratbi ts ,  ra t ­
t lesnakes and tur t les .  

The locale  of  th is  project  i s  the or iginal  
hunt ing ground of  the Cheyenne Indians and i s  
s teeped in  legends and his tor ic  lores  of  many famous 
characters  of  the ear ly  pioneer  days.  Some of  the  
bet ter  known f igures  are  Kit  Carson,  Buffalo Bi l l  
Cody,  ZebuIon Montgomery Pike,  Black Ket t le ,  chief  .  
of  the  Cheyenne Indian t r ibe and many others  whose 
s tory-book adventures  are  wel l  known to  a l l .  

Under  th is  set t ing,  we f ind the s t range dram 
of  the Japanese in  a  re locat ion center  unfolding 
day by day.  The teeming thousands who were l i t ­
eral ly  uprooted from their  nat ive homes and t rans­
planted to  this  novel  environment  work,  p lay,  a t ­
tend schools  and carry on act ivi t ies  of  everyday 
l iving not  to ta l ly  different  from those of  'an 
average American community.  People  become marr ied,  
give bir th ,and die  just  as  they have been normally 
doing.  

The c i ty  i tself  is  located within the south­
ern boundary of  the mile-square enclose overlooking 
the r ich bot tom land of  the  Arkansas  River .  This  
locat ion , i s  bordered on the west  by a  cemetery,  
dump pi le ,  and sewer ' farm and on the  east  by a  
rol l ing prair ie  that  s t re tches  awaw into the s ta te  
of  Kansas .  The northern l imit  is  occupied by rows 
of  warehouses ,appointed-personnel  l iving quarters ,  
adminis t ra t ion bui ldings and by the Mil i tary Pol ice  
compound.  Isolated in  the northern corner  i s  the 

center ' s  up-to-date  hospi ta l ,gleaming white  against  
the dusty background with i t s  three black smoke 
s tacks reaching into the empty sky.  

The one dis t inguishing landmark,  v is ible  ten 
miles  away,  i s  the project ' s  water  tank whose 
orange and white  checkered wal l  r ises  seventy- two 
feet  above the highest  point  of  the  center  ground.  

The evacuee res ident ia l  sect ion is  divided 
into twenty-nine blocks each having i ts  own com­
munity mess  hal l ,  laundry,  to i le t  and shower room. 

In  addi t ion,  there  i s  a  recreat ion hal l  in  
each block.Some of  these hal ls  are  used as  churches,  
or  other  emergency 'purposes .  There is  a lso an in­
formation off ice  in  each block,  some of  which are  
located a t  the north or  south end of  the laundry,  
to  which the residents  go for  information and to> 
contact  the Block Manager .  

Every one of  these blocks is  composed of  
twelve ident ical  barracks 120 by 20 f t . ,  each of  
which i s  divided into s ix  one-room "apartments ."  
Every family with seven persons or  less  is  assign­
ed to  one of  these rooms,  and al loxved to  make i t  as  
homelike as  possible .  

THE PEOPLE 

The people  of  th is  project  make an interest­
ing s tudy.  There are  6,55Q inhabi tants  cSf whom 
one-half  are  American c i t izens.  A year  ago two-
thirds  of  the  residents  were c i t izens,  but  many 
have lef t  Amache for  more sui table  American c i t ies  
or  farms.  The non c i t izens came to  America in  the 
ear ly  1900's  as  laborers  and merchants .  Of the  
total  almost  half  are  from rural  dis t r ic ts  while  
the other  half  are  from urban areas .  

From southwest  of  Cal i fornia ,  represent ing 



the  urban people  of  Los Angeles  area,oam8 merchants ,  
doctoks,  lawyers ,scient is ts  ,  jewelers ,  optometr is t ,  
gardeners ,  land 'scape ar t is ts ,  hotel  and res taurant  
operators ,  salesmen and c lerks .  Their  act ivi t ies  
in  the business  f ie ld  embraced pract ical ly  every 
phase of  American l i fe .  • 

The preponderance of  rural  people  came from 
northern Cal i fornia ,  represent ing the vast  farming 
sect ions of  Cal i fornia 's  central  val leys  and the 
San Francisco Bay area.  They are  the hardy pioneer  
s tock 'who through years  of  hardship and toi l  de­
veloped Cal i fornia 's  agr icul ture  to  the peak of  
i t s  product ivi ty  and eff ic iency.  

Too of ten the Japanese are  pictured merely 
as  domest ic  servants .  Actual ly  only 15 per  cent  
of  the  evacuees had been engaged in  this  occupa­
t ion.  Ten per  cent  of  the evacuees were engaged 
in  professional  and managerial  jobs,  13 per  cent  
in  c ler ical  and sales  jobs,  40 per  cent  in  agr i ­
cul tural ,  16 per  cent  in  semi-skiHe'd work and 6 
per  cent  in  unski l led work.  

The proport ion of-nisei  (U.S.  c i t izens)  who 
have graduated•from high schools  and col leges  in  
this  .  country i s  s t r ikingly larger  than the pro­
port ion of  the  general  populat ion in  the U.S.  Con­
sequent ly ,  a  larger  number of  n isei 'are  qual i f ied 
to  f i l l  ski l led,  technical  and profess  Tonal  jobs .  
All  these and more '  const i tute  the populat ion of  
A m a c h e . . .  

RELIGION 

The organizat ion of  re l igious act ivi ty  within 
the Amache" center  i s  unique.  In  spi te  of  the  fact  
that  res idents  have come f rom scat tered sect ions 
of  the  coast  and '  f rom'al l  denominat ions,  there  are  
only two large churches—the Chris t ian Union Church 
and the Buddhist  church.  
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Tho Chris t ian church is  made up of  Protestant  
denominat ion—mainly ' iu-  odis t ,  Bapt is t ,  Presby­
ter ian,  and Chris t ian.  Their  to ta l  membership 
approximates  2 ,000 with ten ordained minis ters  who 
take turn conduct ing services  each Sunday in  both 
Engl ish and J- '  panose.  Sunday school  i s  held each 
week for  chi ldren and for  young Chris t ian groups,  
vrno meet  in  Terry hal l ,  one of  the publ ic  mooting 
places  located in  the school  d is t r ic t .  The e lder  
members  meet  in  7H and 1011 recreat ion hal ls .  

The next  largest  group are  those of  the  Bud­
dhis t  fa i th .  Their  to ta l  membership approximates  
800 with two pr ies ts  who conduct  services  each 
Sunday in  two dqfjorent  places ,  a t  7G and 12G rec­
reat ion bui ldings ' ,  i 'he  Sunday school  for  chi ldren 
and the young Buddhist  Associat ion,meets  separate­
ly  from-the elder  roup whic} olds  i t s  worships  
servicd . .on Sunday af ternoons.-  Services  for  the 
elders  are  hold in  a  typical  or iental  pat tern x  but  
Engl ish services  are  conducted for  niso ' i .  

Other  groups are  the l l ichirons and the Cath­
ol ics .  The Nichiren i s  a  branc-  of  the  Buddhist  
fa i th ,  that  holds  services  each Sunday.  The Cath­
ol ics  hold their  mass services  on Saturday mornings,  
off ic ia ted by a  Father  who res ides ,  in  a  neighboring 
community and vis i ts  the center  every week for  th is  
purpose.  

In  addi t ion another  -v re l igious organizat ion 
is  Seicno-Np-Iye which holds  services  every Sunday 
af ternoon.  Soicho-No-Iyo bel ieves ,  in  "Truth of  
Life ."  

The Holl inass  church and the Seventh Day f  d-
vsnt is ts  a lso hold regular  services  of  their  own.  



COMMUNITY- GOVERNMENT 

The central executive and legislative body of 
this center is the community council composed of 
one representative from each of the twenty-nine 
blocks. They are elected by popular vote, from 
their respective blocks by residents who are 10 
years of age or over. The twenty-nine blocks are 
again divided into five districts and a council­
man residing in each of this section is chosen as 
a member .of the- council's executive -committee. 

* * ' • The communitv council is charged with-the 
prescription of ordinances, regulations, and laws 
governing community life within the ( center. A 
judicial commission of eight members appointed by 
the community council is cojnposed of three members 
of the' ' administrative personnel and five center 
residents who hear and try cas-es centering around 
violation of local regulations. 
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BLOCK ADMINISTRATION 

Each block has a block manager nominated by 
residents and appointed by the project director-. 
The- manager handles all matters pertaining to ad­
ministration. The block manager has no "static" 
duties to perform but the fallowing general instruc­
tion guides his daily routine, such as: handling 
the requests on housing, -heating and household sup­
plies; assisting the family in case of death in 
making all needed - arrangements • relaying announce­
ments and instructions from administrative sources, 
and .also to advise the personnel director on employ­
ment . 

In each block a personnel director maintains 
and supervises, the population and occupational re­
cords file. His weekly report, contains the nec-



essary information to  s implify labor  recrui t ing,  
to  assure proper  feed dis t r ibut ion,  to  keep c loser  
check on individuals  leaving and enter ing this  

.center ,  and to  record vi ta l  s ta t is t ics .  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

Various forms of  recreat ion and creat ive pas­
t ime are  offered the evacuees through clubs and 
organizat ions created by the people  themselvesi  
For  the elder  men,  there  are  goh,  shogi  (Japanese 
chess) ,  woodcarving,  reading,  mah jong,  and poem-
wri t ing clubs » As for  the women,  there  are  f lower-
making,  dress-making, 'kni t t ing,  weaving and crochet­
ing c i rc les .  

The younger  people ,  under  the supervis ion of  
the recreat ion department ,  hold ta lent  shows,  
movies ,  dances,  ping-pong tournament ,  wrest l ing,  
song-fests ,  folk dances,  sof tbal l ,  basebal l ,  foot­
bal l ,  badminton,  and basketbal l  games.  The la t ter  
two are  played a t  the Amache High School  gymnasium. 
The f ie ld  where footbal l  and basebal l  i s  held i s  
located a t  the 10F lo t .  Several  outs ide games in  
basebal l ,  footbal l  and basketbal l  had been played,  
sponsored by the recreat ion department .  The Amache 
High School  has  their  own school  intramural  league 
and has  had a  number of  successful  outs ide high 
school  games.  

Movies  are  scheduled to 'change twice a  week,  
and are  a l ternately performed a t  the var ious block 
mess hal ls  each night .  Many informal  groups are  
made up from those who have common interests  in  
such subjects  as  radio,  br idge,  paint ing,  wri t ing,  
l i terature ,  model  bui lding and music .  Musical ly  
ta lented people  have formed several  dance bands 
which have performed a t  var ious social  funct ions.  

Among the  well-known organizat ions which are  
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cooperat ing in  nat ional  programs is  the Amache Blue 
Star  Mother 's  Club.  This  c lub was organized by a l l  
the mothers  whose sons are  serving in  the United 
States  Armed Forces .  Their  purpose is  to  enter ta in  
soldiers  on fur lough,  help to  sel l  War Bonds and 
s t a m p s ,  a n d  t o  a i d  t h e  A m e r i c a n  R e d  C r o s s  «  T h e  
Boy Scouts  of  America and i t s  membership of  350 
scouts  and leaders  i s  divided into seven scout  
t roops and i s  composed of  several  VffiA Scout  Leaders  
and Distr ic t  Commit teemen,  There are  about  100 
members  in  the Cub Pack,  They a id  the center  in  
community-wide service.  

Other  organizat ions of  importance and value 
is  the United Service Organizat ion,  the Chris t ian 
Young People ,  the Cathol ic  young people ,  the  Young 
Buddhist  Associat ion,  the American Legion,  the  
American Red Cross ,  YMCA, YWCA, the  Women's  Federa­
t ion,  High school  act ivi t ies ,  and other  aff i l ia ted 
clubs,  

"Hospi ta l i ty  House,  " -a  block recreat ion haH,is  
used by var ious organizat ions.  Also,  i t  is  des­
ignated as  the off ice  of  the YWCA,the Women's  Fed­
erat ion,  and the Blue Star  Mother 's  Club.  

Terry Hal l  and the High School  audi tor ium is  
used for  a l l  community-wide meet ings,  dances,  ta l ­
ent  shows,  e tc . ,  

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

The Amache Fire  Department ,  i s  located on the 
main s t reet  between the res ident ia l  and adminis­
t ra t ion areas  of  the  Granada Project .  The f i re  
department  i s  modeled af ter  any,  modern c i ty  f i re  
d e p a r t m e n t ,  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a  p e r s o n n e l  o f : ^  O n e  
Caucasian Fire  Protect ion Off icer ;  one Assis tant  
Fire  Protect ion Off icer ;  an evacuee f i re  chiei ;  
three assistant chiefs; six capta-ins and three 
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platoons of  f i f teen firemen each working-in twenty-
four hour shif ts ,  with l iving accommodations pro­
vided for  the f iremen who are on night  duty.  In 
connection with the f i re  department,  a  f i re  pre­
vention bureau ^vas organized consist ing of f ive 
members,  This  bureau functions in  cooperat ion with 
the f i re  department in el iminating f i re  hazards 
and the prevention of f i res .  In addit ion to these 
members,  there are volunteer  and auxil iary f iremen 
from each block who recefre periodic instruct ion 
in the combat of  f i res .  The responsibi l i ty for  
the t raining and operat ion of these units  are vest­
ed in the Fire Protect ion Officer ,his  assistant ,  
and the evacuee f i re  chief .  

Within the f i re  s tat ion are housed" tw.o modern 
Ford t rucks equipped with a ' t r iple combination 
pumper capable of  throwing 500 gal lons of water  
per  minute,  together with minor equipment which 
goes to make an up-to-date f i re  department for  the 
project .  

Since the inaugurat ion of the Amache Fire 
Department in  August  1942,  i t  has compiled a  very 
enviable record--comparable to  any ci ty thfe s ize 
of Amache.  A total  of  89 f i re  alarms of a l l  types 
have been answered.  Included are barracks,  mess 
h a l l s ,  l a u n d r y  r o o m s ,  g r a s s  a n d  o p e n  f i r e s .  T h e  
total  f i re  loss for  a l l  f i res  up to December 31,  
1943 was $720,00,  

WATER ADD POWER 

The water  for  the project  is  supplied by four,  
wells  approximately 800 feet  deep.  They are equip­
ped with pumps driven by two forty-horsepower and 
by two f if ty-ho.rsepowep electr ic  motor which dis­
charge 150 and 250 gal lons respectively per minute 
into a  200,000 gal lon storage tank.  Here i t  is  
chlorinated to safeguard against  polut iofi .  From 

the storage tank two 500-gallon-per-minute centr i­
fugal  pumps driven by one forty and one f i f ty-horse­
power e lectr ic  motors force the water  into an 
elevated 25,000 gal lon tank seventy-two feet  high 
buil t  on the southern boundary of  the project .  
Gasoline-driven standby pumps are instal led at  
well  No.  3  a t  the booster  s tat ion for  the storage 
tank to take care of  any emergency ar is ing out  of  
power fai lure.  

The large amount of  water  .  u t i l ized by the 
evacuees for  normal l iving purposes can be real­
ized when i t  is  noted that  the 25,000-gallon ta.nk 
cannot  be kept  ful l  for  more than thir ty minutes 
i f  t h e  s u p p l y  i s  s h u t  o f f  f r o m  t h e  m a i n  s t o r a  g  e  
tank.  

Electr ic  power is  supplied,  by the Lamar Branch 
of t ,he Rural  Electr if icat ion Administrat ion,  Ap­
proximately 234,000 ki lowatt  hours are consumed 
per  month in the center . .  
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HOSPITAL 

War Relocation Authori ty furnishes adequate 
medical  and surgical  service to the evacuees in 
this  center  without  charge.  This  center  has been 
fortunate '  in  being able to do pract ical ly a l l  of 
this  work without  referr ing to other agencies,  ex­
cept  in special  cases.  

The seventeen-winged hospital ,buil t  identical  
to an Army-post  unit ,  has approximately 150 beds 
and is  s taffed by a  chief  medical  off icer ,  who is  
a member of  the appointed personnel ,  and f ive eva­
cuee doctors .  

Nursing service for  the center  consists  of  a  
WR A  C h i e f  N u r s e '  a n d  s e v e n  R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e s .  T h e  
center  supplies two evacuee nurses.  There are 
thir ty evacuee nurse 's  aides covering the wards,  
o p e r a t i n g  r o o m ,  a n d  t h e  O u t - P a t i e n t  C l i n i c T . h  e  
total  personnel  on the hospital  consists  of  219 
employees a t  the present  t ime.  There is  a WRA 
Social  Medical  'Worker a t tached to the hospital ,  
who operates under the Chief  Medical  Officer ,  Pub­
l ic  Health Nursing consists  of  a  WRA Public Health 
Nurse with a s taff  of  ten evacuee nutr i t ion aides;  
their  duties being the instruct ion care and feeding 
of babies in this  center .  Besides these duties,  
they also have an adequate program in maternal  
heal th and communicable diseases.  

A PJRA Diet ician is  at tached to the hospital  
and her  services are not  only available to the 
hospital  mess and diets  in the wards,  but  she is  
available in a consultant  capacity to the twenty-
nine other  mess hal ls  in the center .  

The Sanitary Department is  also under the di­
rect ion of  the Chief  Medical  Officer  and consists  
of a  WRA sanitary engineer and,  f 'our  sanitary in­
spectors who are at  a l l  t imes act ively engaged in 
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the maintenance of  high sanitary condit ion within 
the centen and on the farms.  

The hospital  is  comparable to  any f i rs t  class 
inst i tut ion of s imilar  s ize,  possessing complete 
equipment to  car© for  almost  any kind of  a i lment.  

Among the many divisions of  the medical  units  
are the Out-patient  c l inic,  pharmacy,  optometry,  
laboratory,  X-Ray department,and the dental  c l inic,  
a l l  located in the Out-patient  Building.  The out­
patient  cl inic is  the busiest  sect ion of the unit .  
Approximately 800 pat ients  are treated here in one 
week alone.  The surgery ward is  a special  unit  
for  minor and major operat ions.  

The dental  cl inic,  s taffed by f ive evacuee 
dentists ,  t reats  125.patients  dai ly.  However,  due 
to th© shortage of  cr i t ieal  materials ,  service is  
l imited to emergency cases.  
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EDUCATION 

The Education Section operates a program which 
extends through the nursery schools, kindergarten, 
elementary school, junior high school,.high school 
and adult school. The enrollments, in these schools 
in January,1944, were as follows: nursery schools-
199, elementary school and kindergarten - 8 0 2, 
junior hig- school - 433, high school - 549, adult 
school - 1,043. 

' I 

The courses of study cover a wide range of 
activities including industrial arts, fine arts, 
language, ' social science,., mathematics, science, 
physical education and vocational education. The 
high school is accredited by the University of 
Colorado which, in this state, is the agent of the 
North Central Association of Colleges and Secondary 
Schools . 

•The school .staff is composed of .three princi-1 

pals', the superintendent, 51 WA teachers and 44 
evacuee assistant teachers. 1/ffiA teachers are em­
ployed under regular Civil Service procedures and 
standards. 

The educational program is conducted ,in co­
operation with the Colorado Stafe Department of 
Education. General super vis '.on,-is also exercised 
by a Board of Con suit ants Appointed by the Project 
Director with the approval of'the State Superin­
tendent of Public Instruction'. An Advisory-School 
Board composed of evacuees also assisjfcs in the 
direction of the schools. 

y ' *: « * . ' 

Classes, exd.ept for t-5*e' hfgh school, meet in 
barrack'-type buildings which have Aeon -remodeled 
for .school use. "The high school' is housed in an 
adequat^, 'nefr te ipOrary s tructure., having '24 class­
rooms, gymnasium-auditorium, library, •••agricultural 
shops,home:naking rooms and offices. A school farm 
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of 650 acres provides excellent opportunities for 
training ih vocational agriculture. Adult activ­
ities including sewing, flower-makingand English 
are the most popular classes, meet either after* 
noon or evening, in the higi school building and 
in special rooms of the 8E school block. 
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SILK SCREEN SHOP 

The Amache Si lk Screen Shop,  a t  the request  
of  the US Navy,  was off icial ly organized on June 
1,  1943.  Amache can well  boast  of  this .  Si lk Screen 
Project ,  for  this  is  the one and only such shop in 
al l  the relocation centers .  I ts  success is  ac­
credited to the WRA supervisor and the evacuee 
personnel  of  forty-f ive members.  

The program conducted in cooperat ion with the 
Navy,  fulf i l ls ,  monthly,  contracts  for  thousands 
of  t raining-aid posters .  Though the WRA furnishes 
adequate t raining materials  and a l l  needed labor,  
the Navy provides a l l  necessary materials  for  the 
posters .  

There are three different-  processes in the 
ar t  of  s i lk screen—the f i lm, tusche and the pho­
tographic methods ' .  

The f i lm.igethod,  widely used for  commercial  
purposes,  is  taken up as  the f irs t  course of  t rain­
ing .  This process takes up the del icate task of 
cut t ing elaborate designs and let ter ings on a  
lacquered f i lm. 

The technique of drawing the picture onto the 
s i lk screen with a  black wax known as  "tusche,1 1  

used for  f ine ar t  work,  is  . then taken up as,  a  
secondary t raining course.  

A photographic process is  included in advanced 
s tudy.  

Productions of  the shop,  including US Navy 
posters  and center  work with up-to-date-  equipment,  
are rated as "professional" jobs,  ".-any evacuees,  
af ter  complet ion of their  t raining at  the local  
shop,  have relocated and obtained employment in  
si lk-screen shops outside.  

- 19 -

C CLE UNITY ENTERPRISES 

The local  consumer 's  cooperat ive known as  the 
Amache Consumer 's  Enterprise Incorporated,  owned 
and operated by the residents  cf  this  project ,  
with a  total  capital izat ion of $25,000; . ' is  one of  
the largest  organizat ion of this  kind in the State.  
I t  was incorporated on January.25,  1943,  and is  a 
member of  the National  Cooperat ive Incorporat ion 
of Chicago,  I l l inois .  Since the charter  member­
ship drive in February,1943,  5,000 shares a t  $5.00 
each were-  sold- ,  ana pearly 1,000 more shares have 
been purchased by beffca new and old members s ince 
that  t ime.  From the '2,850 members of  the Consumer 
Enterprise Incorporated,  a  board of  directors  and 
various committees are - e lected to act  as the 
"voice" of  the members.  

During i ts  f i rs t  f iscal  year which ended on 
August  -31,  1.943,  the Co-op's  volume of  business 
reached $362,188.58,which equals  more than $30,000 
per month.  Net  savings,  including a co-op whole­
sale patronage refund or  rebate,  reached nearly 
$42,000.  

During the months of  November and December,  
1943,  the '  various s tores and shops of  the Amache 
Consumer Enterprises Inc. ,moved into,  the new co-op 
U-shaped building which is  a  combination of  three 
barrack type building,  40 '  x 100' .  The co-op 
building includes a  clothing store,  variety s tore,  
shoe s tore,  shoe-repair  s  op,  cleaning ana pres­
sing agency,  barber and beauty parlor ,  canteen,  
jewelry and watch-repair  shop,  newspaper depart­
ment,  radio repair  shop and optometry supplies.  
This building was buil t  by the WRA and is  rented 
to the Consumer Enterprise.  

The responsibi l i ty of supervising this  organ­
izat ion is  vested in a board of  directors  of  nine 
members who are elected^annually by the s tockholders .  
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ADMINISTRATION 

There are  several  adminis t ra t ion bui ldings 
not  far  from the entrance gate .  I t  is^  through 
these bui ldings that  the var ious adminis t ra t ive 
funct ions of"  the project  are  carr ied out .  Here 
are  the off ices  of  the  projeqt  director ,  ass is tant  
project  d i rector ,  procurement ,  cost-account ing,  
f inance, 'audi t ing,  senior  adminis t ra tor ,  te lephone 
switchboard,  chief  of  pol ice ,  personnel ,  publ ic  
works,  educat ion,  project  a t torney,and t imekeeper .  

The community service department  includes 
housing and social  welfare  act ivi t ies  of  the  center .  
The Pioneer  Bui lding in  the western-port ion of  the 
adminis t ra t ion area houses  the newspaper  off ice  
for  which the bui lding is  named, the reports  off ice  
including the documentat ion sect ion,  and the com­
munity analyst ' s  off ice .  v 

* 

i 
The dut ies  of  the .off ice-services  sect ion 

include such funct ions as  f i l ing records,  sending 
and receiving te le type messages,  sor t ing and i  out­
ing a l l  mail , '  and project  mimeographing.  

The important  work of  handl ing evacuees '  leave 
clearance papers  and placing them in  contact  with 
sui table  employers  on the outs ide is  conducted in  
the leave and employment  off ices .  

Near  the  entrance gate  are  off ices  of  the  
supply and t ransportat ion divis ion and the project  
farm sect ion.  

• In  f ront  of  the f i re  department  i s  the garage 
a n d  m o t o r  p o o l  d i v i s i o n  w h i c h  h a n d l e s  a l l  t h e  
vehicles  and matter  of  t ransportat ions.  

The l iv ing quarters  of  the  appointed personnel  
are  located between 4th and 5th s t reets  southwest  
of  the  f i re  department .  
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The important  duty of  preserving law and 
order  within the center  l ies  in  the hands of  the  
. 4  mac he pol ice  department .  This  force,  headed by 
the three internal  securi ty  off icers  who are  the 
members  of  the  WRA s taff ,  consis ts  of  30 evacuee 
men properly t ra ined in  pol ice  tact ics .  Their  
eff ic iency is  a t tes ted by the fact  that  no ser ious 
cr ime has  occurred within the center  to  date .  Only 
84 minor ,  cases  were reported for  the year  of  1943.  

The Amache pol ice  department  i s  modeled af ter  
a  s imilar  organizat ion on the outs ide with the 
fol lowing off icers :  1  evacuee chief-of-pol ice ,  3  
captains ,> '  2  desk sergeants ,  2 f ie ld  sergeants ,  3  
detect ives ,one release sergeant ,one t ransportat ion 
sergeant ,  and 17 patrolmen.  

The patrolmen- are  assigned beats  in  8 - hour  
shif ts .  The pol ice  headquarter  and barrack are  
located in  block 9F,  while  the off ice  of  tne chief  
securi ty  off icer  is  located in ' the south adminis­
t ra t ion bui lding.  

T h e • f  u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  m i l i t a r y  p o l i c e  a t  t h e  
center  i s  res t r ic ted to  the patrol l ing of  the  ware­
house areas  a t  night  and guarding at  the main gate .  

POST OFFICE 

The /mache Post  Off ice  occupies  a  s t ructure  
100 '  bv 40 '  located between the  adminis t ra t ion 
bui lding and the f i re  s ta t ion.  I t  i s  a  regular  
branch of  the Lamar Post  Off ice  managed by f ive 
Caucasian personnel  who are  regular  c ivi l  service 
employees of  the United States  Post  Off ice  Depart­
ment .  They are  ass is ted by an evacuee postmaster  
and f ive c lerks ,  handl ing approximately 3 ,000 to  
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3,500 let ters ,  and 400 to 600 packages each month.  
Six evacuees del iver  the let ter^ end packages to 
the block off ice «vej:y4ay in the afternoon,  a t  the 
same t i .oe col lect ing the outgoing let ters  f ' -om a 
mail  box.  The block managers are responsible for  
the distr ibution of rn^il j  to  their  respective 'block 
residents•  

During i ts  f irs . t  f iscal  year ,  1943,  the post-
off  ico 's  vclipae of  business reached approximately 
$36,000,  which includes registered mail ,  insured 
mail ,  money orders issued and money orders paid 
out  •  

HOUSING 

Typical  l iving quarters  of the evacuees are 
rows of  rectangular  army-style barracks,  120'  x 
20 ' ,  divided into six compartmentsof which two 
.each are entered by a  s ingle common door.  These 
rooms vary in s ize from 16'  x 20* to 24'  x 20'  and 
are assigned according to the size of . the family 
which range from two to seven individuals .  Aside 
from a semi-completed closet ,  coal  s tove,  folding 
cots ,  mattre^6es and quil ts ,  no other  ar t icles 
were provided.  All  other  necostary furniture was 
made by the evacueos thornsalv jfi  f rom scrap lumber 
found on the construct ion s i te .  The interior  walls  
and cei l ings are l ined with insulat ion board while 
the f loors are merely a  layer of  bricks laid on 
loose dir t .  

CEiiTLR E,  iPLl YJENT • 

A community the s ize of Araacha requires a  
large number of  people to perform various public 
. tasks, '  -without  which the inhabitants  would suffer  
many hardships and often t imes be exposed to dan-,  
gers .  However,  unlike an ordinary town of s imilar  
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size,  the Granada project  does not  have private 
enterprises and ut i l i t ies  and hence must  resort  
to other means for  providing the everyday needs of  
i ts  residents .  

This  problem is  being adequately met in  this  
center  by the existence of a  work corp composed 
of  evacuees who have offered their  services to 
the community for  a nominal  wage of  s ixteen and 
nineteen dollars ,per  month paid by the government.  

There is  a total  of  2,663 evacuees employed 
in approximately 25 different  departments,  each 
supervised by 7/RA s taff  members who are termed the 
appointed personnel .  Sections under the depart­
ments are usually headed by evacuees who have had 
previous experience in the part icular  work. .  

WAREHOUSES 

Fourteen standard warehouses 40 by 100 feel  
occupy the northwest  corner on the project  s i te .  
Thpy are ut i l ized for  storing mess-division supplies,  
furni ture,  motor-pool  equipment,  p ublic-s  ervice 
supplies,  and many other  miscel laneous i tems.  

In this  area also are located two,  20 x 100 
feet  walk-in refr igerat ion plants ,  a  meat  house 
and a  carpenter  shop.  In addit ion a 30 x 90 feet  
root  cel lar  had been buil t  to  keep the farm sur­
plus products ,  located on the west  end of  this  
warehouse area.  

PUBLICATIONS 

The Granada P. ioneer is  a  local  semi-weekly news­
paper del ivered free to each unit  of  every barrack 
on 'Wednesday and Saturday afternoons.  I t  is  mimeo-
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graphod and has a total circulation of 3,500.About 
400 oompliaentary copies are mailed to various 
other individuals,libraries and relocation centers. 

This department is .staffed by twenty-two 
evacuees who edit and publish rr.vs c.r.d communis in 
English.writh translations in Japanese. 

iaeiSS DIVISION GPAAAT10 

The functional activity of the block is cen­
tered around thu mess hall whoro the ovaouees go 
not only to oat their throe meals each day, but to 
-hold their talent shows, block meetings, movies, 
•wedding parties, and dances. This building is of 
a standard s.truetur .3,100' by 40'= , having a seating 
capacity of 2U0 and 300 people.. The kitchen of 
each mess hall is equipped with an up-to-date re­
frigerator, four, galvanized sinks, water heater, 
steam sterilizer, and throe coal ranges. The 
kitchen personnel is composed entirely of evacuees 
one chef, two first cooks and a number of kitchen 
helpers. 

In addition, a worker'.s mess is oporr.tjd for 
the benefit of the rmcue.i workers in the admini­
stration area.. This moss hall provides noals. to 
•an average of 450 to 500 daily except on Saturday 
and Sunday. Also., the night workers such >• s .police­
men, firemen, etc., averaging to a number of 40 to 
50 aro fed in this workers moss hall. 

A IrftiA staff moss has approximately 100 ..appoint­
ed-personnel patrons. 

All the food prepared for the meals served 
including that produced on the. project farm, is 
based on a total meal cost of 45 cents per person 
a day.The meals aro served In cafeteria stylo with 
each individual lining up at the counter to receive 

-25-

his plate and then sitting down at a long wooden 
table lined with cups, spoons, forks and salt 
and pepper. Coffee is served in the morning,while 
tea or water is served at other meals. Milk is 
served only to children and to individuals holding 
doctor's permits. Some blocks have adjusted them­
selves to new arrangements by having family-unit 
tables. The menus are prepared by the 7(Rk mess 
division.and adhere strictly to the ration regula­
tion governing any institution outside the center. 

The mess operation is the largest division 
handled by evacuee workers. There are only three 
Caucasian supervisors. The mess division unit 
composed of a staff of one senior steward, staff 
members of five supervisors, nine cost-accounting 
clerks and fifteen workers performing duties in 
the commissary warehouse. These people are charged 
with the responsibility of making necessary arrange­
ments for distributing food to each of the twenty-
nine mess halls, worker's mess and staff mess. 

Meat is raised and slaughtered at the project 
farm and kept in the neat house, which has modern 
butcher-shop equipment. This department's staff 
consists of one head butcher, ' five butchers and 
seven butcher helpers. 
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YJRA FARM 

The main industry of the Granada Relocation 
Center is agriculture. Its prime objective is to 
produce enough vegetables and meat so that it will, 
to a great extent, become self-sustaining. 

The actual land under the farm section em­
braces 4,095 acres known as the XY Ranch and 5,688 
acres known as the Koen Ranch formerly operated by 
the American Crystal Sugar Company. Of this acreage, 
almost 6,000 is under .irrigation. The water is 
supplied by the Lamar Canal and the Manvel Ditch 
of which 40% and 67% respectively of the capital 
stock is held by the 7JRA, 

The farm boasts a completely equipped black­
smith-shop for general repair, electric and tras 
welding, forge work, drilling and cutting. 

The enormous output of 3,838,699 pounds of 
vegetables and 55,000 bushels of field crops were 
h a r v e s t e d  o n  t h e  G r a n a d a  R e l o c a t i o n  p r o j e c t  f a r m  
in 1943, 'valued at $190,000,_ This value .filled 
more than the production quota set by the "vVEA of­
fice in T/as'hington. The cost of production last 
year was less than $50,000. 

Other noteworthy accomplishments were that 
many crops not grown extensively in the nearby 
areas were produced in large quantities. These in­
clude potatoes with production as high as 200 sicks 
per acre, head lettuce, celery, spinach,lima beans 
and onions. The habuchar, an annual tea plant na­
tive of Asia but grown commercially in California, 
was grown for the first time in Colorado. Mung 
beans are also new to Colorado. These \beans-,- used 
for bean sprouts,produced heavily on•the YTRA farm. 
Daikon, a Japanese winter radish, and Chinese cab­
bage, unusual crops, were successfully produced 
last year. 

Other vegetables grown on the project farm 
were squash, "radishes, Chinese mustard cabbage, 
tablequeen squash, tomatoes, lettuce, green pep­
pers, turnips, garlic, beets, cucumbers,brooool , 
pumpkins, cashaws, green onions, snap beans, can­
taloupes, watermelons, Swiss chard, peas, carro , 
sweet corn, and pinto beans. Other.crops included 

alfalfa, grain, and sorgum. 

The growing of vegetables was especially em­
phasized in order to supply the center with as much 

food as possible.. 

Surpluses produced have been sent to other re­
location centers. r.owever, a canning plant is now 
in operation at the center and considerable amounts 
of vegetables will be preserved for use during the 

winter months. 

None of the crops produced on the project 
farms were sold commercially. One carload o 
spinach was given to.the Army quartermaster Corps 

for Army use. 

Another important farm program is livestock 
production. -At present there are approximately 
600 head of cattle in XT Ranch feed lots and pas­
ture. An additional 100 head are fed by the vo­
cational agriculture students. 

) • • ' -

Th'sre ' are 3664 chickens end 915' .hogs, which 
will be 'increased to 25,000 end 1,000 respectively 
soon. 'The .hog project is progressing well and are 
fattened on garbage accumulated witein t.ne center. 

Special merit goes to the vocational agriculture 
boys who have formed a chapter of the future 
of America. Forty of these high school students 
h a d  f u l l  c h a r g e  o f  f a r m i n g  5 0 0  a c r e s  o i  l a r i -
produced 400 tons of alfalfa hay, , 
of corn, 800 tons of cornfodder and rnilo, 200,000 
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ears of sweet corn and 25,000 lbs of tomatoes.They 
are nowfeeding 100 head of cattle and are establish­
ing a hog-breeding project. 

RELOCATION 

The long-range program of rehabilitating the 
evacuees once again into the stream of normal 
American life is taking shape and qualified persons, 
both citizens and aliens, are being encouraged to 
resettle in those areas not under military restric­
tion.. However, preparatory to leaving the center, 
they . must undergo a ,thorough investigation and 
check with records- of the FBI and other intelli­
gence agencies as to their educational, political 
and environmental background. Only upon the Gov­
ernment's satisfaction that the evacuee, is loyal, 
is he or. she granted leave clearance to go outside 
and accept employment. According' to its policy 
of encouraging resettlement of the evacuees, the 
YffiA has established relocation field offices in 
various, parts of the United States to explore em­
ployment possibilities, to assist local civilian 
agencies, committees on resettlement, and^to for­
ward job. offers directly to the project directors 
in the centers. 

Since the latter part of 1942 up to January 
31, 1944, nearly 3,000 persons left the center on 
seasonal leave as farm laborers while others left 
as students for colleges and universities through­
out the middle west and the eastern states; thus, 
enabling them to continue their education through 
their own effort. This was made possible through 
the cooperation of the National Japanese American 
Student Relocation Council which was organized for 
this purpose. On January 31, 1944, 1,687 persons 
were out on indefinite leaves, more or less in 
permanent occupations, 

• The tempo of relocation has been accelerated 
by the army-is acceptance of nisei into the armed 
forces of the United States. One hundred and twen­
ty-four American Japanese volunteered at an earlier 
date for specialized service. 
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All of  these developments are steps forward 
toward a  day when a l l  loyal  individuals  wil l  again 
be accepted into the American society and permit ted 
to share the freedom and l ibert ies  as an American 
ci t izen.  To this  end,  the War Relocation Authori ty 
has dedicated i ts  whole-hearted effort .  

-31 

AMACHE 

A FEW FACTS AT A GLANCE 

Granada Relocation Center ,  James C-.  Lindley,  
Project  director  

Location,  southeastern Colorado,  Prowers County.  

Populat ion,  6,530,  tenth largest  in the State.  

Number of  evacuees working,  2663 
Number of  administrat ive personnel ,  156 
Number of  Volunteers  for  U.S.  Army, 160 

Nearest  towns,  Granada Ipr miles,  Holly 10 mil  cis ,  
Lamar 17 miles 

Hospital ,  150-bed capacity.  

Vital  Stat is t ics ,  Birth 199 up to January 31,  1944 
Death,  47 up to January 31,  1944 

High School,  24- rooms,  600-student  capacity.  

Internal  Securi ty,  three WRA off icers- ,  30 evacuee 
. .  .  pol ice 

Water  Supply,  four wells ,  total  pumping capacity 
1000 gal, per. min. Two storage tanks, 2 00,00 0 
and 25,000 gallons?.  

Climate,  General ly dry 15.75 inches 
Average rainfal l  (annual)  . 15,75 inches 
Averanre snowfall  23,40.  inches 
Average low temperature 31.1 degree F.  
Average high temperature 77.8 degree F.  
Average for  the whole year  54.4 degree F,  

Elevation,  3,592 feet .  
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Community Enterprises:  
Dry Goods Store 
Variety Store 

v * 

Shoe Store 
Canteen 
Barber Shop 
Beauty Parlor  
Shoe Repair  Shop 
Watch -Repair  Shop 
Cleaning and Pressing Agency 
Radio Repair  Shop 
Optometry 
Newspa pe r  De pa r t  me nt  

Si lk Screen Shop,  prints  Navy posters .  

Area 
'  Amache 640 

Koen Ranch 5,688 
X Y Ranch— 4,095 
Granada Relocation Project  ;  10,425 

Principle Industry,  agriculture.  
Average length of growing season,  166'days.  

Newspaper,  Granada Pioneer, . '  c irculat ion 3,500,  
published bi~weekl .y. .  

Cover designed and printed through the courtesy of 
Si lk Screen Shop.  

Drawing by Tom Yabu.  

- 33 -




	University of the Pacific
	Scholarly Commons
	1-31-1944

	"Amache" Booklet
	James C. Lindley
	Recommended Citation


	Name: 00001107

