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COUNSELOR AND STUDENT PERCEPTION TN RELATION TO A NURSING MODEL

Abstract of Dissertation

mirn

se of thﬂs study was to- 255 sess the. percgot1ons of rouws#-

The pauspo:
:Ors, vocational aursing students, and associate degree nur¢1nq ‘students

in thraa o ity coHeges8 and bach] wréate: degree nurs1ng students at
5 in relation %o nursing education model. The nirainq
wdurdn¢un wu:‘! Pncompdbced two_ areas: (') chardcteristics of the voc-
tional aursin
programs, 42} occupationat funCTTOHIHQ of the graduates of these

prograws. This model was constructed froni the establiished position on
hUY"lﬂg education and graduate function, as taken by the American Nurs 1na
Associarion awd the California League for Nursing, -In addition, the thre
student groups were cumnared on Ler101n characteristics

jata vere co]]ected By adm1n,¢berynq qa estionnaires to
' ,» ninety nine vocational nursing studsgnts, one huns
iy sagpciate dooree nurx1nq students, and seventy-six

bay CJ auneate ﬁﬂ ree nilirsin ,tqoents, for a total of 345 subjects. Non-
parameiric ﬁ@mmwstiﬁaT meas urea were used, Chi square was used for catie-
gorical &Umgﬂfiﬁﬁﬂ and the Kruskal- leivs one=way analysis of variange by
ra“kﬁ was used in treatment of the data having ordinadl measurement. Post
CMﬂﬁ“*Pmn, based on a Chi square analoque 6f Scheffé's muitiple

i v ysed 1o d1ﬂ+:ncr1sh uiFFerance" between groups. The:
iy cexeCe@d 5 the winimally acceptable level of.
statistical romnu‘atiun« in the study was that of .05,

that in relation to a model of program characteristicy, .the baccalaureate
degree nursing Students were significantly closer to the model than the
vocational mursing students, or the associate degree nurs 1ng students.
,Tn Counselors were more knowlejgeahie than were the associate degree
nursing s uﬁ‘ ts about the characteristics of the ‘threéé nursing programs
as exempl b a model.  The associate decren nursing students wera
closer to Lh@ model on occupational fu,’

zﬁ.on1n0 of prOgram grﬂduatﬁ“ than
were Tﬁe yagational students or the caGnselor's, Comparisons ‘of the
studenis showed the wocational nursing students to be Cder,_Frﬂn lower
family income devel, with a larger number that*had been in, the Tower half
of their high Jch,QT graduating class, and with some ‘non-highsschoo®
graduates im this group. The associate degree students were the, mc%i
heterogeneons with a range from the higher level of family irtcome tothe
Tower. Thefy father’s educational level ranged from high to Tow, as did
the students’ po;wi‘nﬁ in the high school graduating LTass The associate
degree nursing students weve nearer to the vocational Hursing studlents in.
age. The by L"lPUFLatu degree students were the youngest group, witha
larger Famity income anu a. higher -educatignal: level of their fathers, None
of this group had ranked in the Tower half of the h1qh $chool graduating

g, associate degree nursing, and baccalaureate degree nursing

g The oo clu ions drawn from the applied statistical measures indicate.

e

R R R ST

class. Data whtad ned by the interview method 1nd1ratod the >tuaen1f'v
deqvar of confidence in her own capabilities 5troﬂn]y ATwerted her chot
of program.




Recommendations for further action on the basis of this study
are as follows: (1) study the value of different orientation approaches
concerning the characteristics of nursing programs and the role of the
graduates of -the different nursing programs, (2) study of existing types of
information about the different nursing programs being disseminated to
prospective students and counselors, part1cu1ar1y within the community
college, (3) favorable consideration should be given by nursing educators
to methods of providing within nursing education programs a continuum more
conducive to efficient upward mobility, (4) study should be made of the
degree of self-confidence expressed by the student, and its relationship
to her nursing program selection, and (5) determine if greater dissemination
of nursinq pragram information would aid the community college counselor,
or 1T his need for nursing information is. no greater than for any other
cccupational field.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION
I, THE PROBLEM

Concerns of nursing education. Today our nation is going through

the most rapid and‘critfca] social changes with respect to heéith and
:heaith services in fts hist0ry. Cﬁanges which have occurred in the popu-
~lation and in the practicé of medicine have complicated the probiem.
In addition to the growing population, changés_ih the characteristics of
the poou]afion in which more depphdent very young and very cld require
more xare, are caup;ed w1th rising edurat1ona1 and economic levels
1g§u.jg to gr@ava utiiization of health care among all age groups. »This
;grcwth ir the demand for heaith care is a]so retlected in the rising
number of'worker$ in the health occuﬁations,-but eveh‘thisv1arge growth
" has not been great enough to keep pace with the need.1
| With the fncreasing concern as to how best to meet the health
needs of the nation, more attention has been given to the problem of.
shortages in fhe}nurséng field., 1t is visualized by the Departmeﬁtvof
Labor that the need for health service personnel will rise sharply in the

coming decade.Z Projections of predicted shortages of hundreds of

}U S. Fub11c Hea]nh Serv;ce, Toward Quality in Nursing, Report of
the Surgeon General's Consultant Group on- Nursing. Pub. No. 992
7444u‘wa5hnnﬁt0ﬂ4AGDVOEAIFHL Printing ( Office, 1963), p. 55.

BRSOt v e e 1

(| m‘u" 1” {1 ) T"q"’jrj;

1K
|

2y, 5. Department of Labor, Manpower Adm1n1otrat1on, Professional
and Supporting Personnel, A reprint from the 1967 Manpower Report,
(Washington: Govnrnment Printing 0ffice, 1967), p. 3.
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 thousands of nurseS'by 1975 have been made. According to the Division of

Nursing of the Bureau of Health Manp0wer,-850,000'registered nurses will

be needed by 1970 and 1,000;000 by 1975. If the present rates of growth

continue,'registeredvnurses will number 699,000 by 19703 In addition,

an increase of 27.5 per cent in licensed practical nurses is seen as

desirable ﬁolgiﬁe»optimum patient care,4 |
To prepare sufficient,qua?ified nurses, organfzed nursing has

stated support of: expansion and improvement in nursing education,

) , . N : 5

- increased vecruitment uf otudenta, and financial assistance for students.
Attention has focused upon the educatianal’institutioﬁs, especia11y the
Conlln:ty col ége,a for within this institution is the largest growing
—grotin of nursing programs; all of the assouciate degree nursing programs,
: ard approximately éﬁe—ha?f-@f.thE'practica] or vecational nursing pch
grams, 6 The afsociate dagree nursing pwograms have more than tripled
het¢0tn 1heyaars 1963 and 1968, 7 and the- programs of pract1ca] oy’

vocational nursing have 1ncreaspd from 439 schoois in 1957 to a total of

: 3y, S, Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Public Health
Service, Nurse Training Act of 1964 Program Review Report (Mashington:
Goverrment Printing Office, ]<6/), n. 13,

Apmerican Nurses' Assomatmns Facts About Nursing, A Statistical
Summary {(New York: American Nurses' Assoc:atwon, 1908) p. 160.

5_:_[;}::]_51_'--; p- ]0: : . R -
61bid., p. 104 | |
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1,149 in 1967. In one year,.1966'to 1967, there was an increase of 68
programs of practical or vocational nursihg1nationa11y.8'=
 Recommendations have been made that educational institutions in-

9 In fhe area of

crease counseling services and recruitment efforts
recru1tment one problem uonfront1ng the calleqes 1s thdt of the student
selecting the most appropriate nursing program. Educat1ona1 programs in
nursing exist-as separate entities rather than as transferable units
‘which would allow students to move easily and expeditiously from one
educational level to another. Therefore, it is important for students to
make their initial entry into nursing by enrolling in the type of program
~bestisuited to their present abilities and future career interests. 10"
The National league for Nursing, recognizes a need for increased
enro¥iment at the highest fevels of educationai preparation as noted:.
A continued increase in nurses prepared for technical
functlons without a proportionate increase of those with advanced
academic and mandger1d} preparation is not desirable. Although
a specific opc1mum techn1ca1 professional ratio has not been
der1ngd a-good "mix" -of nurse manpower to serve society shoutd

allow for ddequate supervision-of technical_ workers. Current
trends are not producing these conditions.!l

“Obid., p. 164

%. S. Public Health Service, op. cit., p. 187.

10, aura Co bin Dustan, UCharacteristics of Students in Three Types

of Nursing Education Programs" (unpub11ahed Doctor's d1ssertat10n,.
University of California, 1963) P

11Nat1ona1 Lpague for Nursing, “Fducational Preparat1on for
Nursing -1968," Nursing OQutlook. Vol. 17:9 (September, 1969), p. 78.
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Along with the current trends of far greater numbers of students:

at the.lowest level of preparation, is the mobility desired within. the.

educational structure.!? Numbers of vocational nurse graduates are seek-

- ing admission to associate degree nursing programs. Diploma and associate
~degree graduates are seeking admission to baccalaureate nursing pro-
-grams.l3 " The question arises as to reasons for students'choice at entry
into nursing, and how the students percéive the function of the nursing
,graduate as d1ffevent1ated by educatzona1 p-eparat1onﬁ This suogests an
~investigation of the reason for- student choice and student percept1ons oF
the role of the graduate of the various nursing programs;

"% According to the 1963 Repart of. the Surgeon Genera] s Consultant

~ Grougson NurSing,.itvwas,emphasizad:

5 School and college counseiors can play an influential role in
< quiding students inte nursing. Unfortunately, however, many
“““counselors have conceptions of the nurse based on old sterotypes.
- An understand1ng of modern nursing and programs of nursing educa-
~tion -~ their challenges and satisfactions -- must replace the
1nadoquat@ information now ava11ab1ﬂ to uéunsﬁlo”s,14
“Thus it aopears or 1ntere't and importance to obtain *he op1n1on
of the counse]or as t0~the reason for student cheice of different pro-
grams, as well as. the counselor perception of the functioning of the

graduate of the various nursing programs.

-

12Bpard of Nursing Education and Nuvse Rpgistration‘"Upward ,
Mobility in Nursing,” Memorandum to Pre Service Basic Programs in Nursing,
(Mxmguazdphed) Sacramento, Ca11fornza January 92, 1969

14y, s, Public Health Sekvice, gg,-gj;,, p. 28.
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(4) baccalaureate degree nursing students differ in their perceptions of

~evaluation of the forces having the most influence on. the selection of

' LUY??LU}UW.

tional time, difficulty of prerequisite subjects, and difficulty of

5

Statement of the problem. The problem under. investigation in this

T TR TR T

study was to determine whether (1) community college counselors, (2).

vocational nursing students, (3) associate degree nursing students; and 4

(a) reasons for student selection of nursing and of different programs, and . i

(b) whether or not the above groups differ in perception of functioning

of the program graduates, in the roles of licensed vocational nurse,

1issociate degree registered nurse and baccalaureate degree registered

nurse, as related to (c)~a5mode1'of these positions..

thotheses. The foi ow1ng are the hjnothps 25 of this- s+udyy
(1) Studen i'ih the three programs will differ in age, educational

levéﬂ of father, family income, and standing in high scheol graduating

C;a'o.,;

(2) Studentslin the three programs will differ in their subjective

nursing as an.occupation, and in the selection of the particular .program.

(3) Students in the three prbgramS’and community college counse-

Tors for these three programs will not agree in their perception of program

characteristics of vocational associate degree, and bacca?aureate'degree

nursing as defined by a nursing model in regard to cost, length of educa-

(4) studentq in the three oroqrams and rommun1ty co]]ege coun¢91orq

for thesv three programs will not agrpe in their parceprxon of the functions

of the graduates of the vocatuonal, assoc1ate.degree, and baccalaureate
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: dégreexnursing programs as deﬁined by a.mode1, in regard to type of nurs-
1ng:care rendered, principle location of the nursing care given, 1eve1lof-
administration by_the nurse, e]igibi1ity for 1icensingg’roﬁte for ad-

vancement and title used in referring to this graduate.

Importance of the-study. The increasgd complexity of éduéatfonal

- routes %o nursing vocations has created perplexing questions related to
0ccupationa1 chefce. To a33ure adequafe ahd appropriate]y Tocated
persdnne] for the'fuiure, arefu] career cho1ce¢ must be examlned now.

It is hoped that this study w1]1 g1ve va]uab‘e ass1stance to counselors
and’mignt suggest a need for nursing to deve]op more systemat1c methods -
cf dioStM?hdt ng ¢t taap qnd comprehensive 1rformat1an to those who are

' wornjng with pxg,pecb.ve stuoents of nursing.

Limitations of the study. A possible limitation to this study may

be:from tﬁe iack‘ef a'étandardized séries of entry requiremehts in the
'.ngréing p%ogfamé of the Caiifornié Communi ty CbT]éQeé. Thus, certain con-
. é]usfbhs avisfng froh this study mayvapply oh]y to populations sﬁch'as
the one used. | |

The stﬁdy is ‘further 1imited hy the methods used in gathering data:
the questionhairé'method and inférviewnmethod. A]though thé’quesfiqnnaire
55 by fér'the most widely used method_bf obfafhing data in education,

“limitations arise due. to ambiguity of perception of -the information re-

quested.1sf The consensus on the.use of the interview method for obtaining

15Walter R, Borg, Edurational Qesearch (New York: David McKay Co.,
Inc., 1967), p. 204. ,
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- information is that it can be unreliable and is only.as valuable in ob- .
taining information as are-the skill and experience of .the interviewer, 19
Limitation is involved in the use\of one interviewer who was also the.
researcher in this study.
1. ‘DEFINITIONS_OF TERMS USED
- For purposes of this Study, the terms in this investigation have

been defined to mean .the following:

Associate degree program in nursing. A program, approximately

‘two years inf1ength,‘established-as'an integral part of @ community col-
'ieéegiﬁéadihg to an Associate in Arts degree. ‘The entire program is
cont%ﬁi]ed by the degreefgranting institution. The nursing courses com-
prise approximately one-half the total Associéte in Arts degreé program.
The graduates, known as Associate Dégree Nurses (ADN), are eligible for

state examinations for licensure as registered nurses.

Baccalaureate degree;program in nursing. Refers to a progrém
which is an integral part of a college or university, where the entire
program is centrolled by The'degrce—ukanting ins+itution"wh9re po]icies
and standards for the ;choo] of nursing are cona1stent w1th those for -
”a11 other major programs w1tn1n the degree- grant1ng 1nst1tut10n and where

the student earns a bacca}aureate degree 1n_nur51ng and is eligible for

T6Fred N, Keriinger, Foundations of Behavioral Research (New fork:
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Ind 1964) p. 476 .




state examination for Ticensure~as;anregistéred nurse., -

Diploma or hospital program of'nursﬁng;'Refers to a basic three

nyear program of nursing leading to a dip1bma, which is under the control
of é hOSpita]}or'other non-co?]egiate authority, The nursing courses
comprise approximafe1y'threénfdurths of the total dip1oma program;‘ Gradu-~
ates are eiigibie»for state examinations for licensure as registered

nurses.

“Model. A “model” represénts the ideal as nearly as can be deter-

mined. A model vepresents a pattern of behavior within which the graduate

is expected to confcrm, For the purposes of this study, reference to a

model - will be that.bf the}analog model as established fn Chapter 171,

- Perception. Perception is considered as the awareness of objects
or retations or qualities, by means of sensory processes and under the

influence of set and of prior experiences.

Registered nurse. - (R.N.) It is'not a degree but a legal title
signifying'ﬁhé individual hés graduatéd from a state-approved nurﬁing
program and has wet all other requirements of the nursing practice act
within a state. The graduate nurse has passed a state board examination
~and been registered and licenSed to practice nursing.

Vocational or practical nurse programs, A program leading to a

certificate or diploma in vocational nursing which may be organized and
operated under public vocational education, either in adult education or

community colleges, A1l courses are nursing courses on a vocational

IR
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level. - Graduates are'e]igibie for'state examinations  for licensure as
vocational.nurses, = Graduates are known as Vocationai‘Nurses;in*the
states of California and Texas, and as.Practical Nurses in othér states.
After successfﬁ] completion of the Ticensure examination, graduates ére
‘ knqwn-as Licensed Voqationaf Nurses (LYN), or LicensedrPractical Nurses

(LPN), according to the state of practice.
I11. ORGANIZATIONvOF THE DISSERTATION

V"Chapter I discusses the prcblém and its importahcé. It includes
. a state ment of the problem, hypoihes1s, Lype of research and the measur-
3‘ir§ instrument, impertance of the study, lim ions of tne study.

'de, nitions of terms 3y gnérorqanization_of the daissertation _

Chaptev Ii aiveé ﬁhe.pﬁesant programé in aducationa] institutions,
an exam1nat1on of the: 11terature re]abed to- recru1tment and selection,
cand per,cptvon of the image of the nurse. }

~Chapter III deals with the procedures used in the study, which
1nc1ude‘the-gstablishing-of a mode]gidéscrﬁption of the samb]é, and

preparation and administration of the questionnaires -and the “interviews.

Chapter IV presents the data and describes the treatment to which -

the data were subjected. The relationship of each measure to the hypo-
‘theses: is given.
A summary of the'data .conclusions,’and recommendations. for

furfhér tudy and research are g1ven in (hapter V.
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’ triéTiZed scciety'néedv-qanv types and Tevels of ta!ent and education.

© CHAPTER T1
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE -

In view of the nature of this Study,_it'seemed pertinent to

~include in the review of the literature a brief resume of rursing educa-

tion better to aid in understanding the current Stétus of this profession.

© Present programs in educational institutions. To meet its commit-

ment to society, any system of education,deve]opedﬂand.maintained by a

profession has two basic obligations; McGlothlin has described these as

"One, to stipply enough rofeqsionai eople, and, two, to assure societ
y U Yy e .

that they are competenf to ¥ act1ce their profe ss1on «1 A third aim was

stated in general terms Dv McConnell whan he said, "A democratic, indus-
2
nL

Related to the nursing profess1on to meet the total re°pons1b111ty to

| soc1ety, this statement would 1nd1cate that prov1s1on must be made for

The preparation of individuals hdv1ng a range of 1nterests and ab1]1t1es

at a variety of de¢af1ona1 Tevpls Nursing nas attempted tc»meetlthese
demands through the esbab11shment of its diverse educational pregrams.

-Thé first formal training for nurses was that of the hospital

diploma program, and today, in addition, three types of programs exist in

‘]W11¥1am J McC1Qtn11n, Patterns of’ Profes 1ona1 Educat1on (New

’YOFk 6. P Puhuan Sons, 1960), p. 2.. , S

-ZTD R. McConnell, A General Pattern for,American Public Higher

Education (New York: McGraw-Hi1T Book Co.), p. 46,

Mmoo
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educational institutions. The California League for Nursing has des-

cribed the programs -and has identified the purpoées of each of the three
types offered in ndu<ot1ond] institutions in a forma] published state-
ment. In part 1L says:

The Vocational or PracticaTvNU$se Program

A program leading to a certificate or diploma in vocational
nursing may be organized and operated under either aduit education
or junior colleges. The primary focus of this curriculum is the
~nursing care of people in inpatient and outpatient services of
hospitals. Vocational nurse programs are usually one year in
iength, and prepare exclusively for vecational nursing, and are
neither a part of nor the beginning of a registered nurse pronrnm.
. ‘Program objectives are to prepare a graduate skillful in situa-
‘tions free of scientific: complexity, so they are able fo assist
‘a-physician or'registeréd‘nurse in complex-nursing situations. -
Successtul passing of the State Board examination fulfills the
“tegal requivements ts practice as a Licensed Yocational Nurse
Fin Califernia.. Licensed Vocational Nurses are not prepared or
iFQUdleaiu e function without the direction of either a Registered
“Nurse or & tnysician, nor to assume managerial or supervisory
;;funct4onswgf a nursing unit. S

‘The Associate iin Arts Degree Program -

. The associate in arts degree and diploma programs. in aursing

“are similar to each other. Both programs provide a technical
education which is complete for its own purpose and neither program
is part of nor equivalent to baccalaureate education. The curricu-
Tum -focuses on nursing care in in-patient and out-patient hospital

services. The general education courses are transferable for

baccalaureate credit, but the nursing courses are not. Tha associate
in arts degree program is designed to be completed within two years,

- generally J1th|n a community college. Graduates are prepared to .
~function at the staff nurse level in hospitals, clinics, and physicians*
offices. Under the supervision of a head nurse, the graduate is able
to give complex nursing cave and assist in the direction of Licensed
VYocational Nurses and nursingjserv1ge personnel with lesser training.
Successful passing of the State Board.exsmination for licensure ful-
fills the legal requirements to practice as a Registered Nurse fin
California. Additional. academic preparation and work experience is

»Graiuatc* of the associate degree program may be ineligible for
appointment as a Comm1eéaoncd 01f1cer in the Nurse Corp% of Eh@ Army,
Navy and Air Force.

veqgirived to- function in positions beyond-the staff nurse level, - —




12
The‘BaccaIaureate Degree Progrant

o - Programs. in-nursing leading ‘to the bachelor’s degree, combining
= . both general and professional education, are conducted by. an
“educational unit in nursing (department, school or col]ege) wh1ch
is an integral part of the college or university. The pr1mary tocus
of the curvriculum is the skillful nursing care of people in various
hospital and community settings. The length of the program is four
years ov five years, and it prepares professional nurses who possess
a deeper understanding of humanistic and scientific knowledge.
This know]edge enables the graduata to function at the staff nurse
level in any field of nursing; in a qenera1 hospital, psychiatric
hospital, in community health agencies, -in industrial and occupa-
tional health nursing. These graduates have the ability to
-participate with:members of other professions and citizen groups in
community health programs and in solving health problems.  Success-
- fully passing of the State Board examination fulfills the legal
~_requirement to practice as a Registered Nurse in California. They
- also qualify for a public health certificate, have the background
. for advancement to head nurse positions in hospitals without further
academic preparations and have the foundation for graduate Study.3_

N
P

».Pecruifmpn: and selection. 1In 1966, a survey was conducted by

'th@ Was tern’ In!et’laLQ Commission for Higher Education, of all 287
schools of nursing offering educat1on programs in thirteen Western States,
. as listed by %he Natjona1—League for_Nurs1ng-0rvStdte boards of_qgrs1nge
As a.part of this survey, a'maximum‘enrd]]ment,patentia],was determined. -
The respondfng schools indicated the maximum number of students that -
~could beAenro1led with the resources currently available to the nursing
- programs . These reﬁOPts_indicated that a total of between 20 and 25

per cent More stud ants could have been enrolled in the four basic pro-
”grams, The d1ploma and‘assac1ate degree programs could increase their

 enro1]ant by’approximate7y'28 pér cent,'the.praCtiaa1.nurSjng progfams

B

3Ca11forn1a Leaqun for Nursnng, Nursrng tducat1on ongrams in

e D




would make possible gradual improvement in nursing services.

T 77—7—71de 5 p, R T

| 13
by 20 per cent, and-the baccalaureate by roughly 16 per'cent;é'
With insufficient enrollees in its schools: to meet societ ty's need

for nurses, the profession is concerning itself with hcw effectively .

“students may be enabled to choose the types of programs best suited to

- their interests, abilities, and potential. Studies conducted for the

Surgeon General's Consu1tant.Gronp have found that thé current number of

ggglijigg;appiicants‘to schools of nursing is not large enough to assure

“expanded enrcllments. A very intensive recruitment program would thus

have to be an important part of'any effort te increase the ouprt of

schools of nurs1ng 5 The Amer1can Nurses' Association estimates “that

"OnQy ”J)POX:mdtb1V 5 pericent of the girls wno uradudte from the U.

1

of Y»CV&]iWPhL inta schools of nursing 15 lower for the West than for the

natmonzzrhowever, the West is admitting a much higher percentage of its
students into programs within colleges and universities than is true of

the nation as a who?e.7g'F0h the entire nation, a ratio-of7300 to 350.

nurses.-for each 160,000 persons was proposed as a supply level which

8

. -

“state Cumm1331on for Hzgher hducat1on, 1960,, P 24

‘5U{ S. P'PT‘ 'Hpaatn Servicge, Qg; cit., p. 55.

bTodaj and Tomoryow in. Western Nur¢1ng, op. cit., p. 26.

SNurses for a Gr OW1gg Nat1qn_(Neva0rk:_NatienaifLeaghe for

Nursing, 1957, p. T0.

nigh rhuugd cach year gnro]] in nursing sChOOl\ 6 In gpneral the rdte -
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‘In the area of recruitment, one problem confronting ‘the colleges

,W . M \. “ﬂ 8

is that of the student selecting the most appropriate nursing program.

i

ity ki

The techniques of recruiting. students into nursing programs need . toAbe

T

”f:m:;r.

improved according to fnnd1lgs of the Nat1ona1 League for Nursing nurse

TR

career-pattern study;g In discussion of the findings which showed that
 at the time. of ‘their admission to-associate degree programs 50 per cent

of the students planned eventually to seek a baccalaureate degree, Dineen

TH.I RIS

10
|

questioned the probabi1ity that all students would reach this godl. ‘How-"

evpr, she wondered how many ‘really knew the differences between the two

s ?IT\HI'.IPZZCITT‘[K
A

proqrams when thoy made the dGCIS10n fo enter the- assoc1ate degree program,
and: Had: thnv known and-understood these d1fferences, how many might have

- made’ anot bcr ch01re 1n1t1a]?v 10 A similar concern is expressed in a

: ’qsfyiv“hy av*or ¢%hn'ar4vcther involving a review of research studxes

-~and pract1ces related to se]ecf10n and r@cru1tment, in-which strong SRR

-recommewdat1ons were made for se]ectlvevrecruatment. o - e -

If more applicants can be recruited for nursing: schools: and o : =
e;peu1al]y if differential recruiting can also occur, then the .
< entire selection problem will be facilitated. By differential
recruiting it is meant that the kinds of persons being- recruited
‘generally possess; to a higher degree than possessed by the popu-
Tation at !arge, fhe kinds of characteristics needed to perform : -
successfully in nursing.! :

'N'T"H"" TITT
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IBarbara L. Tate and Luc111@ Knopf, “"Nursing Students-Who Are
Yhey?“ American Journal of Nurswng, 65: 9 (September, ]965) p. 102,

- 10Mary A. ﬂ1n°en, "Current Trends in Col!eq1afe Nurs1ng Educat1on,
Nursing Outlook, 17:8, (August, !969) P 26

TNTHNEIOEY: < 5
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1?La1v1n W. Taylor and He]en Nahm, et a1 "Se]ectTOn and Recru1t-
‘ment: of Nurses and Nursing Students: A Review of Rasoarch Studies- and
Prart1ces (UanPPS]Tj of Utah Press, 1966), p. 63.
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| A-survey of»thez1iteratuwe'indioates that the general subject of
the selection of practical nursing students has received51itt1e attention.
_.One‘study and one article. focus upon this:area.

- The western'Interstéte Commission for Higher Educationg.in a 1966
study based upon a mailed -questionnaire survey of all nursing education
- programs-in the 13 states in the West secured information from 90.6 per
cent of the 287 programs in the region.12 This report differed from its
predecessofrof 1959, in that'information about practical nurses was
indluded. 13 The foi10wing excérpts from this reﬁortvindicate~that the
practical nurse might not be entering the best program for wise utiliza-
Tion of individua? s |

Wise ut1l1zat.on of- human resources is very impertant to
: ;mhetsxg the nursing needs of the people of the West. For this
1eason, a-question was addressed to the schools of practical
‘nursing relative to the number of students who were between 17
and 21 years.of.age, and the number of that group.who were high-
school graduates. Out of a total enroliment of 3,623 students,
those between 17 and 21 numbered 2,415, or 67 per cent. Those in
~that age group who were ailso h1gh schoo] graduates numbered 1,394
or -39 per cent of the total enrollment. These figures 1nd1cate
_that some of the students enrolling in practical nursing programs
- must have been qualified for enrollment leading to licensure as
‘registerad nurses. Since students in the younger age group have
many working years ahead of them, it would seem quite impcrtant
.that they be recruited into the type of program that would erable
them to make their maximum contribution toward meetwng tha nursing
needs. of the West.

. . . The need for additional numbers of registered nurses is
critical, and every effort should be made to attract those young

]ZToddx_and Tomorrow in WOstern Nurs1nq op. crt 5 P ?L

]3(rh1o is noted, for in FPV1PW1HQ the Titerature it is evident
that mdny reports d‘allng with nursing and nursing educafxon do not
include 1n|ormatlon about the practical nurse.) :

LTI
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- men and womer whose abilities -and career expectations are.commen-
surate with a career as a registered nurse into programs providing
that type of preparation. -To the extent that practical nursing
programs attract students who should enroll in programs preparing

- students for licensure as registgred nurses, the increased
enroliment in practical nursing programs may represent an unwise
‘expenditure of both f1nanu1a1 and ‘human resources.

One educatar wr1tes-of-her conviction that the currently existing

practical nursing education programs cannot develop fully the nursing

- potential that many of their students possess. From her experience, the

students enrolled into the practical nursing program in one school were

~the same abi]ity'leve1.and-interest level students as those being en-

‘roTlgd into associate degree programs. She points out:

E 'If’th?~“%' true~and 1 believe it is - it is unfair and almost
dishenest to enrcil men and women with obvicus ability and
interastsin nurs.ng in a program that prepares them to occupy the
- Towest rung oot the nursing iddd a2y and prohibits thelr b91ng used
10 t{@.r'4,eanest povent1al

~ This- Oﬁ‘n1on that. praut1ra1 nursing students were often not in
the programvcf their ch01ce was supported with evidence that twenty-five

per ‘ceni oF‘the»students:in the September;“1968;c1ass-of'bne associate

-deﬁree school wefefgraduates from approved schools‘df-practica1

nursing.?5 Lindstrom, in 1961, at San Jose State Coliege, studied

‘seventy-five retention-students and seventy-five withdrawal students in

“baccalaureate nursing by use of questionnaire and interview technique, to

1410day and- Tomorrow ianéstern Nursing, qp.~cit.,'§, 25.

R *4'J5V?rgfnia‘d'*Harris “This-1 Be1ievo About- Pract1ba1 hurs:ng
: quratzon,” Nuralnq,0ut1oox. 7:6, (June, !969) p 40.

161bsd., p. 4t
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determine factors related to student survival. In referring to the entry

process, - she wrote:

A question of importance is to what extent a lack of correct:
information concerning the educational program and the purpose
of -the program is responsible for withdrawal. In spite of the .
care and detail with which the college and the Nursing Program
are .explaired in the college catalogue and the pamphlets which
~each applicant receives, in spite of personal interviews and
the orientation programs. conducted at the opening of the student's
college career, some students enter with d;storted views of the

+college and the Nursing Program.17

~Student CharaoteriStics;l In attempts to-discover’distinguishing

chardcterivfics of students of'the'different nurs 1ng programs as an aid
:n ass1st1ng students w1th careew cho1ces, sonie - 1nvest1gat1ona using a
 varwaty of mnthooﬁ ard instrumentc have oeen undertaken. Few studies
-'huvb been done o thm voaai1un31 nuv¢as and Fawmr 1nc1ud1nn the associ-
atetdegree nursa than the baccalaureate nurse. The masor group at the
basic nursing Tevel that has been studied is the diploma school nursing. .
stddenf o |
u”QOkQ 1nves*1ga|9d chdracter1st1cs of nursing students drawn from
Qursing»educatinn progwam;’1n New England. Her population included
fofty«fﬁve“studeﬂts from juniov cd1?ege programs, and 145 students from
baccalaureate brograﬁs, ’Information'was obtained from incoming freshmen

on socio- Gconom1c backgrounds and the initial findings vevea1ed that the

-bacca]aur rate group ‘was. drawn from upper-middie and 10wer upper

17R1zpah May Llnastrom, "Student Survival in a Collegiate Basic
Nursing Program" (unpubl;shed Doctor's dissertation, Stanford University,
1961), p. 148. ‘ '
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socio-economic backgrounds, whi1é the junior college grOup»wés from the
1ower-midd1e;cTass'in the majority of instances. Novsignificant differ-
énce was faund in theAinte]lectua1’abi]ity.between the baccalaureate
| students and those in the two-yeéf.aséociatevdegreé pfogram;]g

Fox, Diamond, and Walsh, in an ?nVestigatioh of satisfying andi
‘stressful situations which students experience as .they progress through
_thevbasic program in nursing, obtained data from studenfs in three—year
diploma programs, in fTour of five-year degréé programs in nursing, and
from stUdenté enrolled in progfams other than nursihg in women's colleges.
?_Thé focus of this research waé,not on student characteristics but the

‘researcﬁérSEdﬁd.obtaihﬂdata which provided information on students’ socio-
» edﬂcapébn&?{batkgfqunés;ftheir‘Career decisions, and future plans. Their
x_faﬁégﬁgéampﬁe of séhaéfé‘was dkawn from accredited diploma and degree
: progfams %nlnuvsihg dndvécéredited‘women@s ¢o11eges located:within 1,000
‘miles of New-?ork City. The-tota1~samp1eyihc1uded'twenty—thrée diﬁ!oma .

progrdmg, $ix d@grpe programs; and fifteen vomen's roﬂeger 1Q

1

F1nu1ngs revealed career choice might be influenced by gumgraph:c
1ocation of the home in relation to nursing programs as most students
attended a school close to their homes. The majority of students in the

<

diploma and baccalaureate degree programs were single, relied upon family

: ingl*Y]PE R. Brooks, "A Comparison of SLudent Prof1]es," Nursing
MHorld, 137:18-21, 24-27, 28~30, May, June July; 1960,

'sgDavid J. Fox, Lotraine K. D1amond' -and: Ruth C. Wa]sh Satisfying
and: Stressful Situations in Basic Programs in Nursing Education, Vol. I
(New York: Institute of Research-and Service in Nursing Education, -
Teachers College, Columbia University, 1961.).
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funds}for’financial support, and began their educational programs:
directly after graduation from high school at approximately eighteen

years of age. The fathers of the students enrolled in baccalaureate

programs were most frequently employed as professionals or proprietnrs.zov

As pa?t of the same sﬁudy, Fox, Diamond, énd:Jacobowskyvreported
-on career decisions and professional expectations of the same group of
students. - The median age at which both diploma and degree students
decided‘onva career in nursing was fourteen, and career decisions for
nah&ﬁﬁrsihg students had the median age of seventeen. Thé juniors and
senior:students’1n,degree-progfams'were-more satisfied with the type of
v-sgﬁﬁb?=chosén than were the upper-class diploma students. Although some
' nur xno Gtuaen1> Pkpre ssed doubt about careér choice, oveﬁ 80 per cent of
the total would study nursing agaih. About cne-half of the studenté in
degfeerprograms reporfed plans to do general dutyynursing for their‘first
"emp1ayment as a nurse, and Tess than 10 per cent planned to continue
tﬁeir education in hurs1hq fter graduation.?!

Three studies limited to students in associate degree programs

have been reported. -Montag, serving as the major investigator of a com- -

prehensive study of seven pilot nursing education programs in community
cd?leges and one program of the same curriculum type under the direction

of a hospital, reported on a number of characteristics of students

RO

Dlbid. , p..287.

» RTDavad J, Fox, Lorraine K. Diamond, and Nadia Ja<ob0wsky, tareer'
- Decisions anc

Decision: | _ﬁni8§b1ona] Expectations of Nursing Students (New York:
Bureau of PUb]]C@L?OHS, Teachers College, Columbia Unxvers1ty, 1961).
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| 20
~enrolled in these'initia1'programs, Some of the important findings wére
(1) about 14 per cent came from‘ége'groupS‘oVer-twenty-six‘years of-age; 
(2) males comprised 3 per cent of the group; (3) at the start of their
programs, 12 per cent of the students were married and 8'pér cent had.
- children; {4) the socio-economic backgrounds. of the studenis conformed to
the enrolliment pattern of the community colTege in which the progrém was
‘offered; and (S)»the’majoriﬁy of the students' fathers were engaged in
 semiprofessional or small business occupations, or were skilled workers.22
“ Andersoh reports on a four-state, fjve.year project under the
: aus#ices of the W. K. Kellogg Foundation, following the pilot study program
-lﬁy%MOntaq, in whiChsééudéhi b?ographfca] data were coliected. Qne group
5258 ftudcntf_ enrotled in four associate degree nursing programs ]95?
;n%Ough‘19615‘and-ancﬁher‘graup of 581 students, enrolled in ten associate |
dégree'nursing programs in: September, 1963-were studied.- In;theSe~two.
groups-27'pervcent and 42'per‘centswere over twenty-one years of age. In -
both groups the sex ratios were approximately 3:per cent men to 97 pev
cent women. The socio-economic back990und of the students' families re-
veéled'about 60 ner cent were skilled labor, and-about 20 per cent were
professiona%'and‘managéri&] in background. Over half in both groups were
‘married, or had’beeh'married."Forty—three per cent of one group had been
‘-'employed.before entering the program, and of these,.SGIpérvcent,had vorked

in fields related to health services.?3

224i1dred L. Montag, Community Co]]ege Education’ for Nurs1ng
-(New York: McGraw Hill Book Co., 1959). o -

23Bernice E. Anderson, Nurs1ng Education in Community Jun1or
Colleges (Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott, ]966}
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Hiatt reported biographical information‘on.1;488 students from:
assaciaie‘degree\programs,who‘had,been-or were enrolled in California-
~nursing -education- prograns of‘this type;‘vof this ﬁqta] group,-60 per
cent were between the ages of seventeen and twenty-one‘and'40_per cent -
_vwere'dver tWenty-oné, 60 per cent were single, and 96 per cent were
_fema1es._ The:fourrmain reasons for their choice of an»associate'degree
program were: (1) length of the program, (2) combination of college with
la nursing major, (3) program su{ted financial needs, and (4) the program
was Jocatedvnear-home.z4 R

.Dustan conducted a study'invo]vingrstudehts'iﬁ the four hursing o
iéduc&tioanrau ams -offered in San Jos“, California which focused on the
characteris L1f¢ of ;hev$tud@nts related to the educational objectives-and
véqﬂﬁr&ments of»tha-programs in whﬁch-théy'wera enroiled. The total of
participating students was 379, 193 were students in-a baccalaureate
1nursiﬁg program, 54 were associate degree nursing students, and 132 stu-
dents-were in two diploma programs. ‘Findingsiwere that the students.
cenrolled in the associate degree program most nearly met the expectations
which the investigator had antﬁcipaied would characterize the‘student
-greup in the haccalaureate program. Fifty-eight per cent of the associate
‘degree students were over twenty-five, had selected the aSsqciate deg?ee

program because it was inexpensive, took only two. years to complete, and

2hcalifornia State Department of Fducation, California Associate
in Arts Nursing Project, Part II, Third Annual Report to the W. K.
Kellogg Foundat1on !960 196? (Racrdmenio, Catiforaia Department of
Education.) ‘ I
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allowed them.to 1ive'at-home and maintain faﬁily résponéibi]ities while
attehding>schoo],. 0f the four groups,. the assqciate degree -group re-

i : - ceived the higheSt scores,bn tests of academic aptitude.zs

Their immediate post-graduation p]ans were in agreement with their

Brogram obgert1ves however. their 1ong range career plans included posi- - ' %
" -tions for wh1ch preparat1on~au the baccalaureate 1eve1-1s the minimum
- educational prerequisite:,pdsitions in public health nursing, in various
»1eve1$‘of'nursingsservice administratibh, and in teaching in schonls 6f

nursing. Over half of fham indicated that theyip1anned.to seek bacca-

.1aurﬂate preparat1on in the near future, and a fourth of them were
L ~faiwaady'p1ann1ng tofundE?ta«e graduate 'study. On the basis of scholas-

ticﬁahtitude,.va?ues; in%evest,,and Tong-range career plans, this studant .

~body was judged to.oe. 1nappwopr1ate1y matched with-the obJecu1ves and
~_curniculum-requ1rementsxof;the'ﬂurqlng education program which. they had
selected. 26
This study showed the students who selected the babca]aUYEdtL
| degree program had chosen_tO'enro1T in this program because it offered
the best ﬁreparation ?nr,what they wahted to do, provided an opportunity
E for a general educ ~ation 1n addition to a major in nursing, and allowed
“them to earn a ¢o 11ege deqrae A slightly higher percentage of these
students' fathers bhad been to colTQge than was true of students in the

-other programs. As a.gwoupsthey were.younger, andvtheir-career goals

26Duqtan Ibwd., p 193, ' ' _ ,;'?
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}ref1erted the type of educational preparation offered by the nursing edu-
cation program they had selected.2’ In general these‘stud1e5’sh0wedz§he
vocational nursing student was often not in the program of‘hervchoice.
The associate degree nursing student was seen to be inappropriately
matched with the curriculum objectives according to her future plans.
This student was older;'has worked ﬁfio%-to entrance ﬁnto'the_program;

" came from a,socioneéonomic Tevel conforming to tha»communfty surrouhding.
the.¢olTege; and had choSen this program because it was inexpensive, tnok

cnly two years, and was near home. Differences in ability betWeen the

assot1ate degree nurs1ng student and the bacca]&ureate degree student were .

not apparent. -Tne hacs a?auréate deg student was younger, entered di-
?y aftey hqzh Qckaol, came from a hiqher socioueconomic Tevel, and

'pre ted to bnc1= her employment w1uh a sLaff nurse position.

Percer iwnr of the nurse image. As scme students are ‘in programs

net in keeping w1th_the1r ultimate goals, the question arises as fo the

A;accuraéy of their perception of the functéon of the graduate of these pro-

grams, Tn@ image p u1ected by the workers in a Tield, affects recruit-
ment nto that f1e.d Kelly, with reference Lo the nursing proféssion
suggests tnax,

ar too maty yuurg people and those who guide them retain the
11msfos, stereotyped .mago of the nurse as seen on the television
_screen or as portraved in the papprback romances. - Conveying a more
accurate picture of the nurse is a prob em that the profession has
not yet solved. 28 | | L

e 2t

| im , p. 195.

EgtorneTia W, Kelly,’
MacMillan Co., 1968), p. 22
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Bridgman concurs, as she s+ates that:

The public conceptions of nurses’ tra1n1ng as a. narrowly »
applied type of education, involving hard physical work and a
~ preponderance of routine, with 1ittle intellectual content or
stimulating teaching, have causedlnanyparents and high school
advisers to think that nursing is not a suitable occupation for
bright students unless they can afford nothing betier.29

B1x1Lr and Bixler observed

The pub11c concept of nursing, which is gpnera11y shared by
nigh school counselors, is acquired largely from heresay that
harks back to undesirable conditions of the past.3

'Two additional Studiesassess the'image of nursing students held

by high school cOunseTOrs and one study determines knowledge about nursing'

‘educatwon hefd by counse1ors

To assess h g¢hgeptua1 image of hlgh qrhoo1 counse1or>, Klemer,
_in“39623 asked a véndom selection of 140 caunseiorq mpioynd in tne
,seébndary échoo]s‘ef Alabama, tc check an adjective check Tist she had
-devised. This forced-choice check Tist wa$ compared with>the resu1ts
given by e?even nurse educatofs, Eighty~six of the counselors returned
the check 1ists as dlrected ‘and the results showed soventy ~-four of the
e1ghty—51x‘c0unselors thought the typical Alabama nursing student tended
to be "scholastically above averagé” rather than “"scholastically balow
average.' Eﬁght of the nurse educators thought this to be trué. There were

other differences, however, in statistical analysis, only three of the

29Mdrgavpt Bridgman, Collegiate Education for Nurs1nq (New York:
Russell Sage Foundation, 1953) p. 73. I TR

~30R. W. Bixler and: Genevrevc Bixier, Administration for Nursing
~ Education ina Perwod of 1ransrﬁon (Naw ?ork G. P. Putnam Sons, 1954),

p. 1957
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differences between the counseidrsf_and the nurse educators' selections .
WGre,Shbwn'tQ haVe ngnificancé at the .05 level of.cohfidencef»_These;

were the counse1orsf se]ection.of “réa1ist1c"where the nurse educators cﬁose
"idealistic"; the counselors selection of "dedicated" where the nurse educa-
tors selected "motivated"; and the much greater majority by which the
Acounsefors selected "physically adéquate“ over "ﬁhysicale robust" even
though tﬁe nurse educatdrsva1so showed a small majority for the same choice.
Thefspecu]ation that high school guidanceé counselors, as a group, WOu!d
have-a completely distorted image of the typical nurs1ng student was not-
“borne out by “the sample used in th1d :tuay 3l ‘

However, a_suudy by Orzach, in wh1ch.questionnaires_wére distrib-
utdd to a toiai of f?@ g{rlé_invse1ected Wisconsin hﬁgh scﬁoo]s, showed
that couhse?o%s mey have a poor image of the nursing student. In trying
to determine what influenced young women in their preferences toward or
away.from nursing, specific reTationshipsubetwéen the favorability of

- each source was dete?mined. - Findings were: |
Students consider‘thét their high school teachers, guidance
counselors, and principals are less favorably disposed to nursing
than any other sources, axcept for newspaper comic strips.32
Cly, in 1966, éhdse'fcr her study a random selection of one hundred
- counselors in North:Carolina, the fifty-five returned’questionnaires'wefe;”

used for analysis. Cly's study showed a Tack of information by high

. 3‘MargareL G. Klemer, “The Counselor s Image of the Nurs1ng Stu-
dent," Nursing OuLiooL, 12:10, October,. 1964, p. 54.

: 320, K. Orzach, "Occupafwona] Impress1ons, Occupat1ona1 Preferences,
and Residence, " Personnel Gu1dance Journal, 38:5, January, 1960, p. 358.
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5ch061 counselors regakding which prbgrams.qua1ified studénts to take -
“state board of nurs1ng nxam1nat1ons, a lack of information about the.
curriculum of d1p1oma schoo1s, and a major finding was that the full-time.
counselors receijved higher scores on knowledge than did the part-time

counselors about their knowledge of nursing, and nursing trends.33
III.  SUMMARY

This chapter begins with a discussion of the present.programs_of
prepafatian in-nducatiohal instiiutions‘fot vocatioha], associate degree
and baccalaureate degree nurses. A dearth of studies exist related to
CuLWZCxor or qtude.u;evcepi1on of reascns for s%udnnt career cho1ce of
5pe01f1c programs.r?Pe“a*md sfud1es on studeut cnaracter"st1cs, ab1.1t|es,
cawunr choices and pias Lcngruanf with work goals were L1tnd and their
| outcomes dis(ussed These %pﬁded to reveal inappropriate choice of pro-.
gram by students as re1ated to their career obJect1ves. Studies on |
‘h1gn dttr1t1on ratos have ra1sed the que<t1on of how know1edgeab]n the
otudpnt was prior to entry 1nto fne pr gram, about program 0bJPCt1V€S and
functioning-of the graduate. One study showed that, in some aspects, the
-‘high schooll counse?or image*of nurseé was not different from that of those
in nursing educuf1on wnereas ‘two other stud1es -showed the high schoo1
counse]orrmay have a pour 1mage of che nursing student and lack 1nforma—u

tlon dbuu nursing education. Studies were not ava11ab1e re]ated to the.

co11@qe counaeYOr and pprcept10n of the nurs Ing image.

33Jean F. Cly, "What School Counselors Know About. Nursing," Tar:
Heel Nurse, Vol. 30:4, December, 1968, pp. 62-67.
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CHAPTER III
~ METHODS OF THE STUDY
I. SOURCES OF THE DATA

The 'ocalc of the Stady

Fa:w‘o:»lu is one-of the most urban1zed states 1n the nation, and

- 60 per cent of the,popu]at10n of the state as of mid-1968 was lccated in

the ten southernmosf“countie55 referred to as~Squthern-Ca1jfornia;] In

order to obtain a more characteristic Samp1ing'inc1uding’both urban and
rural areas, the,stﬁdy vIas 1imj£ed to Northern,Ca]ffornié, that aréa

© above the northern borders of San Luis .Obispo, Kern and San Bernardino

-uountwe*’ | |

N1th1n th?; 3€gnon, the study was conducted with subjects in thres

randomly selected commun1ty'co11eges and two universities: Modesto dJunior

College, Sacramento City College, San Joaquin Delta College, Stanford
Unfversity,<and'University of California, San Francisco.

Modesto Junior follege is one of the oldest junior colleges in

the State, organized 1n-1921, and located in Modesto, California. Bound- .

arieé of the area served by the foileqe include nearly 4,000 square miles,
bezng Llown as fhe Yosem1t9 Junior Lo]]ege D1str1ct Enro’?ment for day

studpnfs i$ curre ni]y 4, 600 2 Modesto, popu]ation 46 400 3 the

- 16a1€faﬂnia Ca?ifbrnia ftaTistical Absﬁraét 10th Ed., (1969) L1

- 2Modesto Jun.nv Lo]]ege Registrar's Off1ce, persona] dnterview,
Fobruary 6, 1970, :

SCatifornia, California Statistical Abstract, op..cit., p. 16..
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éounty.éeat énd~!argest;city 1n;StanislauszCouhty;lis located. neay - the
northern tip of thelSanvdoaquin1Va11ey¢ Thefmajor area-served by this =
~district is predominantly rural and agricultural in nature.®

- san Joaguin Delta College, located in the city of Siockton, was
first estabiished in 1935, and pfesently:serves the district-knowh as San
Joaquin-be?ta Co]1ege‘bistrict. Cufrent enrollment for day-classes is |
59799;5 The'city of Stocktoh, population 97,680_,6 is located on an inland
vport; and in addition-to induStkial p1ants;'the cbumtry has‘diversified
Qeget&b1e crops onvsﬁa11.and Targe farms»‘vinéyardg ahdloréhard area$.7

The community co11ege serving the mosf urban: af these two—year
5]9@@ aveas, 4aprqmento City College, was founded in 1916 and is
'anVcnthxoidegt prI1c cnmmun1‘y xnllege in Californiz. iha area from
which thﬂ enru1ament is- ﬂbtained is the L.os R104 Callege District. The
distr1ct-1s'a150dserved-byvthewAmer1can»R1ver Lof]ege bacrdmﬁnto Clty
- College enrollment fdr'fu11 time-day students for thé spring semester,

' 1970, is 84028;8,,The city of Sacraménto, with a popu]atién of 2’:37,82?.9

- Inyodesto Memo® cump:]ed by the: R@search Depariment, &reaucr
Modesto Chamber of Commerce, 1970 apamph et

5San -Joaquin Delta College, Registrar's OFffice, personal interview,

kcbruary 13, 19!0
6Ca?1foxn1d bfaf1511calﬂbstrac;, op. cit., p. 15,
7"The Stockton,’California Story" compiled by the Research

Department, Greater'Stobkton Chamber of’Fommerce not dated, (pamph]ef)

o

8Sacramento City Poll@gp RPg1strar s ﬂffvce, personal 1nterv1ew,:—w>

.!pbruary 13, 1970;

9California Statistical Abstract, gp. cit., p,'15.'
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‘is considered to be a rapidly growing urban area.!0

" The two universities are both located. in urbanareas. The Univer-
sity of California, San Francisco, is located in the center of a metro-

politan cityl1]- Stanford University is a fairly large priVate-institu-

tion with a national reputation, Tocated on a large acreage, and surrounded

by metropolitan communities.

~The Sample Population Under Study

The population under study included -four groﬂps;'community college

Ecounse1ors,.vocationa1_nursihg students, associate degree nursing students,
- and acha1aureatc degree. nuvs'na students. It was desirable to select

;}threaagg these groups ;rom 8 representative community college population.

3

fTheprgu}a§1on was styatified first to include all accredited community
- cotieges in Northern California offering both vocational nursing and

~associate degree nursing programs with ¢lass: sizes between twenty and

thirty students. -From»this group Weré,se1e¢téd those community -colleges
operating on the semes tor fstem ra1hew than the quarter system Those
with.sémester‘ s ys tems were chasen to ohta1ﬂ the sample as near to gradua-
tion as possible, as in1s xtunenf would more frrm1y nave aff1xed the image

of the graduates of,var1cus-ﬂurswng.programs, These community colleges

‘were then grouped into three population groupings resulting in two urban,

- two semi-urban, and two rural colleges. Following stratification on these

1O“Sranqotd 1n6uva1a1 ourvey Ruport i preaared bv the Sacr«men*o
Metropolitan Chajber of Commprce 1970,

Veatifornia btatvstxcai Abstract, op. cit,, pp. 15-16,
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factors, énd:using a table of rahdom numbers, one college was selected
from each of the three Qhoupings..,ln the se1ected'cmmmunity_coJ]eges the
Tength of. time the studéntsvhad attended the colieges differed. Whereas
_iin San Joaquin Delta College and Sacramento City'Collegé, a few students

. may ha?e taken preiiminary courses prior to entering»the nursing programs,
~in Modesto Junior Coliege it seemad to bé more the rule that students
enter-after one or two yeawé of preliminary work.

- Simi?ar?ys two schools were seTéctEd‘from a total of seven state.
-coffages and universitias. in Nor‘thern’Ca‘iifomia° This foufth'grcup con-
si%iedlof First_year nursingléfudents at Stanford University, and first
CyEEr nurs irg students at ‘the University of California, San Francisco.
’vaé%h~nUrsﬁng'programs are five academic years in length, and the first
two years:af the‘prcgrémfmay be taken at that University, or at other
aéhredited universities or colleges. _The41astwthreamyearsﬁmust.befspenth
on:‘the particuTar.campus from which the student is gréduating. This
ursing student group was in the first year of the nursing program, but

in the third academic year of coi]ege‘or‘university work.

M[ASURLS [MPLOYFU IN fOLlFCTING, ORhAPl ING AND
ANALYZING THE DATA

1. FORMULATION OF A MODEL -

MOTP uas11v 1o hand]n the compinxzty ef thm educatloﬂd] system, and

graduatp TO]L” of the thres tYDEa of nurses under sfudy, the: anw]oq1/ ‘

’?Josoph E. %111 and August Kerber; Models, Methods, and Ana?yt1ca1 o

T T T N TR N TR T[T T

Procedures in Education Research (Detroit: Wayne State University Prpssg
19677, p. 17.
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3mpde1 was chosen. In this modél cm»tain structures were. prespnted to
represent‘the original -entity under cons1derat10n.‘

"Stateménts of functions of the vocationaT.nufse, associate'degree
nurse,.ahd baccalaureate degree nuree were obfained from the American
Nurses AssOciatioh 13 Ca11forn1a League for Nurs1n 4 and Weste%n
Interstate Comm18°1on for H*qher Eaucat10ﬂ 15 -1 add1t10n Ca11forn1a
Taws related to nursing education, Ifceneurc dnd prart1ce and the

vocational nursing practice act were obtained.16 These statements were

-analyzed; and formed-into the‘analog,mode] describing. the educational route

and on- the job functioning of the graduates of the vocat1ona1 nurs1ng,

as“oc1aue dngre@ nur¢1nq, and baccalaureate degree nurs1ng programs. This

.....

made] is are; caliy Dvawentnﬂ on the *o?lawsng pagﬂs,

o

, 13american Nurses' Association, Statement of ‘Functions of the
Licensed Practical Nurse, New York: American Nurses' Association, 1964,
(pampilet); American Nurses' Association "First Position on Education for

Nursing, " Amevlcan Journa] of'Nursinq, Vol, 65:12 (December, 19658)..

14Ca11f0vn1a leagup for NurSIng; "Nursing Education Proqwams
in California, " San Francisco: GNA (pamphlet).

]5ES¢9ﬂt1u1 Content in Baccalaureate Programs in Nursing, (Colorado*
Western Interstate Commission for Higher iducataan, 1967).

: }GBnd?@ of Vocational Nurse and Psychiiatric Technician Examiners,
Rules and Regulations-Vocational Nurses, California: State of California
Department 01 Professional and Vocational Standards, 1969, pp. 184-192;
~Ibid., Voca11ona1 Nursan Practice Act, California: State of Ca11fornla
D“partmpnt of Professional and Vocational Standards, 1969, pp. 4-21;
Board-of Nursing {dugat1on arid Nurse Registration, Lawc Reldt1nq to
 Nursing Education - Licensure - Practice with Rules and Regqulations,

- Lalifornia: State of Ca]1fown1a Department of Professional and Voca~
tional. otandards, 1968, pp 4-51,
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Figure 1 is a schematic fepreséntation of the titles held follow-

“ing successful completion of the State'Board of Nursing examinations.

The vocational nurse is qualified to become a Licensed Vocational Nurse,

 wh11e the associate degree and the baccalaureate degree nurse are
qua1ified for 1icensure as a Registered Nurse, In the State of California, -

'+he bacca]aur>ate degree nurse is e11g131e for cert1f1cat1on as Public

Health Nurse, and in th1s capacity can function as a schoo] nurse.

'> The area o*c service and advancement routes is 111ustrated in.
F%gufe'z, in which'it will be noted that the bacca1aureate degree nurse
is the only nurse w1th the foundation for graduate study, and is the

nly cnp funcx10n1ng in d1verse hea]th areas. < The advancement routes

are’considered closed to both associate dpgree -and vocational nurse

“without further preparation,

€l

The level of functioning of all nurses; as shown in Figure 3 is
under a licensed physician.” The flow of authority is seen to originate
with the physician‘and terminate in the vocational nurse, when considered

only in relation to the four roles indicated. The baccalaureate degree

nurse is considered equally prepared to~p]an-hea1th care with related

health workers such aé social workers, dietitians, physican therapists,
ahd others. The aésociate'degrge nurse can guide, direct, and teach and
render complex care. The role of the vocational nurse is limited in
nndepﬂndent actwonq'

In F1guru 4. Lhe nwffﬁr@ncc in fhu educat1ona1 preparat1on, and

' lnvertmenb of cost and time fcxated to each program are shown. The.
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u1timéteaburpose‘is shown,.reveéling the vocational and associafe-degree
nurséS"to‘be.in terminal programs;. considered complete for their pur-
 poses. The bacCa]éureateQdegreé'program is observed to be the only one.
leading to avgraduate program for the Master of Science degreg~and.the

Doctor of Nursing Science Degree.
II. INSTRUMENTS

. Four instruments were constructed for appraisal of the problem:
a student questionnaire, counselor questionnaire, comparing vocations

questionnaire and a personal interview schedule,

QUESTIONNAIRES

.Stuéént Questiénnégfé

A questionnaireawasudeve?oped to secure data. on the student's
~ background, reasons for ocCupatfona] choice, reasons for program selec-
tidn; and caféer expectatioh.]7. Several of the questions uti]ized-WePé-
adéﬁted from that of Dust&n?g'in‘her,study_of gharacteristics of
studénts in three types of nursing education program.

Prior to development of the content and form of the questions re-
@ating.direct]y*ib ¢§reer Choic¢5.persona1 interviews were hgid with ten

counselors at which iime they were asked to indicate their belief as to

W }7AppeQdix E, p. 188,

18Laura Corbin Dustan, "Characteristics of Students in Three Types
of Nursing Education Programs " (unpublished Doctor's dissertation,
University of California, 1963).
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reason for student chOice of:the three nursing education'prograhs’being
studied. As a result of these interviews, certain itemé'deemed to be -
impoﬁtant were added. This intermediate form of the éuestionnaire was
pretested through the'cboperation of selected students in two ntrsing
education programs in Stockton, but of a different’group than those
being used in the study. Based on the information and experience gained
from the pretesting the final form of the questionnaire was developed to

facilitate ease in student use and efficiency in'subsequent’tabu]ation_

of the data.1?

~ Counselor Questionnaire -

This instrument asks the judgement of the counselor as to influ- "

ential factors in student choice and the degree of importance of factors

related t0 student choice for three nursing programs. The items on this

instrument were taken from the student's quéstionnaires.zc"

~Comparing Vocations-QuestionnaiPe

" This instrument consisted of,ihirty items pertaining to the voca-
tidnal_nurse;“associate degree nurse, and baccalaureate degree nurse, and
was based on the ﬁrevious?y~esta51ishedvana]pg model. In addition,
five items (#], 3, 8, 10; 14) were ihc]udgd,to determine the favorable-

ness of the perception of the three nursing programs. Following com-

pTetion‘Of'the—Questionna?re,,this_instrument was submitted to five nursing

o experts in the field to establish face validity.. A1l thirty objective

19appendix E. p. 158.
20pppendix D. p. 185,
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items were rated by these experts as be1ng consistent with the functions
and educational hasis of these nurs1ng vocat1ons as Pstab11shpd by the
Amer1can Nurs1ng‘Assoc1at1on.21 This instrument was administered to all

participating students and counéelors.
INTERVIEWS :

The interview techniqué was chosen because it pekmits supplementary

eﬁpioration of spétific queétions in depth. It was also used as an ex-

terndl criterion to aid in evaluating questionnaire. va11d1ty . Guidelines
| advised by Runme22 were used -with particular attention to strucfure and
preliminary tryout. 'The interview techn1que was deve1oped and several
“tidal interviews were c#rried out with counselors and studehts who were
not a pakt of the study. ‘After refinement of technique, the interviewer
appeared tévhaye ﬁéve1o§ed a workab]e'approach which seemed to yield the
-'infonnétion sought. A copy of.thevfiné1 form of the interview schedule is "

in Appendix H.23
IV, ADMINISTRATION OF THE INSTRUMENTS

The cooperation.and participation of the nursing school
administrators were secured during 1969, DUring the initial

interviews, the purposes and plans of the research were explained to

21pppendix F. p. 165, )

' ZéJ' thnc1é'RummP] An- Introduct1on to Research Procedureq 1n

Rt oA 2 et e

: 23Appendix H. p. 171,
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giyé the'administratOPS bf‘the pkogramSISUfficientltime to consult with
their facujfies and'students,prfor to-the“tésting-period3-which was
planned for the ear]ylsprihg'of 1970. The administrators, faculties, and

students exhibited much 1ntercst in the undertak1ng, which great]y

faciiitated the subsequenf data co119ct1on.

The research plan was designed to include all students enrolled in
the Tatter part of their final year in vocational nursing and‘associate

degree nursing programs in the three community co]]eges, and students

enrollad in the third year of co]]ege, but the f1rst year of the bas1c

nursing education'programs at the two universities. At each of the

- Commund by coi1anes' one or two Liass per1cds were given the 1nvest1gator

fé? the purposng of explaining and adninistering of the quest10nna1rﬂs

An* exs!anax1un of Lﬁﬁ pu"po es of the study and the need for thelr'

pafticipation_was given. Questionnaires were administered by the same

examiner to all students as a group. Two students whe were absent Trom

~ class were given the qustionnaire -individually by the same examiner on:a.

separate date. A}] kesponseS'were entered by subjects on markzéénSEdz
cards, | | _

- The investigater and the administrator of the department of
nursing at Stanford University collaborated in preparing a letter @x-
plaining the project. This 1ettér'and the questionnaires for all of the

student .groups-were forwarded to +h9*administrator who enlisted the

_participafion of ho studean Fron th:s first contact, approx1mate]y
78 per cent of this group respond ad, A second 1etter after ten days, to

“the administrator of nursing resulted in participation~by;approximate]y'

04110 S B T
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. .82 pek fent of the. group.. .
With referenre to. the mdi] quest1onna1re, accord1ng to (er11nger,‘4

"Returns of less than 40 or 50 per cent are: common. Higher peruentages

are rare. At best, the researcher must content himself with returns as

low as 50 or 60 per cent "
A Tist of the first year basic nurSInq students w1th their addres-

ses was furnished to the investigator and the group of students at the - o

eI

Univérsity of California,:San Francisco, were contacted. The question--

naire, with its covering Tetter and stamped, return envelope, was sent

R iRl b o e

"bytfifst_class mail to the seventy-seven first year basic nursing stu-
~dents, An almost immediate response of 50 per cent was received. After
@en days a_secondfTEtter was forwardéd tmrthe jndividual students.

( t *

' '&csnonsp from this second Iatue'_rebu ed in fourteen additional question- T

naires. Appwoximateiy 65 per cent of this total group participated.

T

Total sample included 302 women and five men. One of the.five

© . men was enrolied at the UniverSity of California, San Francisco, three were

T T T YT T T T T

enroTled in the Associate’DegreevProgram.in~Sacramento, and one of the
men was enrolled in the San Joaquin Delta College group. These five men

composed 1.6 per cent of the total student group. Since the number and

T T T T

percéntage of males was so small a part of the sample, no male and female

breakdowns were included in data analysis. Table I reveals the number pf.

- g

. students in each program in each of the schools of nursing from whom data . .

o

T T

' 24pped N. Kor?wnger Foundatuon of Behav1oral Researrh (Néw-York:
- Holt, Rinehart, and W1nston, Inc., 1964), p.. 397.

T
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were_co11ected}

TABLE I

NUMBER OF STUDENTS IN EACH PROGRAM IN EACH OF THE SCHOOLS
~ OF NURSING FROM WHOM.DATA WERE COLLECTED

PROGRAM ~ MODESTO  SACRAMENTO  SAN JOAQUIN  STANFORD UCSF.

Vocational ';‘ 40 , 35 ", 24 - - ;

Associate =~ 39 48 ' 45 - 'v - E

‘Baccalaureate - - - - 25 51 E
. Total. 79 83 69 - 25 51

' Tota? of all participating students = 307

- [L “H isin

"During 1969, the heads of the counseling departments at Modesto

Jun%or Co]iegé,'SacramentO’City Co]]ege, and San JoaqUin Delta Cd]]ege
weréfcohtacted té establish a schedule for testing. A regularly

scheduled counseling staff meeting was offered at the beginning of the

1970 Spring semester during which the counseling staff could be given

b

an explanation as to the nature and objectives of the present study.
AT completed questionnaives as given to them by the examiner, indicating
responses on-mark sensed cards, One respondent's questionnaires were nat

-+ used, for instead of markiﬁg the answers, he indicated he did not know

T S S ————

the differences between the three nursing programs and could not-answer
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‘the questions. Table II'reveals the number of counselors and location in

each school, from whom the data were collected‘and-analyzeda»'

S T S T P R, UL oL o

TABLE 11
 NUMBER ‘OF COUNSELORS IN EACH COLLEGE FROM WHOM
DATA WERE COLLECTED -

i S
T

CCoUNSELORS  MODESTO  SACRAMENTO  SAN JOAQUIN Q
Male ‘ - 6 N 13 f‘
Female o - \‘ 2 3 3 T

“Total - o | g o e
Total participating counseTors = 38
The final sample of 307 students-inc]udedvalf second year associ- 5;
ate  degree-nursing students enrolled at Modesto.Jdunior College (N=39), at '%
Sécramento Ciiy College (N=48),‘and at San JoaQuin Delta College (N=45). g;

' Thevfina1vsampie of students included all second year vocational nUrsinﬁ S
students enroiled at Modesto Junior College (N=40), at Sacramento City | éf
College (N=35), and at San Joaquin Delta College (N=24). At Stanford fi
University Department of Nursing the sample included all but three of the g %;
- freshman nursing studentﬁ, (N=25). At the University of California, San . é%

: Franc1sra, f1fty one. of" tne seventy~-seven freshman nursing studenta were ..E§

' {ﬁéluded Tmc gave a fota1 of seventy-six: stuéents who part;c1pated ' §§

- from the bacra]aureuue programs.

i



| Rela(aona (Now York: The Dryden Dress, “1951), 1 . P 427

44
The final sampie of. counseTors totaled Th1rty eight for the three

co]]eges, 1nc]ud1ng Modesto City Co]]ege (N= 8) Sacvamento City College

'V(ané), and San Joaquin Delta College (N 16).  There were thirty male

counsé]ors, and eight'fema1e. A1l of the_coun§e1or§ were full-time with

~ the axception of five. A counselor sample was not chosen from the_two‘

" universities because of the difference in the counseling pwacticé5>as

- compared to the community colleges. Admission applications, recruitment,
“and student counseling for nursing students is generally confined to the

nursing departments.

In addition to thc quest1onna1re, a subsample of the community

chllega subjects, chuven,rdﬁdumly, ware 1ntervzewod by this investigator

in ordar to obtain mare~deta§1ed information concerning the process in-

vbived iu vocational choice. A personal interview involves a direct

'fd(e ro race COHVPY‘Ht]Oﬂ between the interviewer and the person from
*whom the information is being sought. The chief advantage, particularly
_when the open-end resporise is used, is that more information is..
'_gené}aily obtained than wiih other techniques of securihg information.

- 1t offers the opportunity of providing a more adequate picture of what

the respondent has in wind, what is important to him in respect to the

topinundér’Qistussion; how'intense]y he fee]s about it, what the quéstion

neans to k:m, and within what frame of reference ha is answering. 25.

~~., o

o ZJM Jahoda, M. Dnutch and S. Cook Ro Larrh Methods in Social B
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A deécribtﬁbnlaf the‘intékView procédurE'is given to illustrate
the metﬁddﬁ used. Every effort was made to establish a situation where-
re]iab1é and valid responses would be forthcoming. Preliminary inter-
view schedu1e$'were designed and tested. ~As a result, changes were

made in wording of some questions. After the preliminary interview

scheduies were revised, the interviewer traveled to the colleges to con-

,ductvthe intervieWs. One purpose served by the questionhaires in this
instance had been to'get ihe respondent's mind on the subject area.
| Those choseh to be ihterviewed Were the heads of the nursing
programs at the three cdmmunity co11eges,va sampling of counselors and
students at eachycaﬁmunity'coliege, selected at random. Using'a table
6frrand0m nuiibers , five subje§ts weré selected from a Tisting_of the
'cdmmﬁnity.cO?Tege_coUnse?ors at the three coileges, totaling fifteen
fVcbuhseiors; five subjects were selected from each of the three voca- .
ticnal nursing'programsg'totaiing fifteen subjects, and five subjects
werg‘se1éctedbfrom each cqmmunity college associate degree program,
“totaling fifteen subjécté,
1n a1] the interviews, a structured, open-end interview schedule
was employed, and each interview was conducted by this investigator;
An 1ntrbductory explanation as to the objectives of the study,»and the

value of the subiect's participation was made. Every effort was made

to assure the respondent that all corversation and responses would be held

in the strictest confidence and that her name would not be included in any

~.of the study.

" The interview was structured, and each person was asked the same

B 0153w 1 o e
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'questions in the'same,way,. Reppondents‘were encouraged tpmcommentuon
certa1n peints not. included in the regular interview 1nstrument
Conducting the interview took from approximately one- ha]f hour to

one and one»half hours depending on how much time the reSpondents had

available. The average time was about forty-five minutes.

vzin.order to facilitate the interview, eaph fespondent was-gfven
v‘a,¢0py«of the'ihtervipw inventqry‘to‘fp11ow. A summary of rep1ies_were _' 5
recorded on a similar copy during,thelinterview,‘byvthe interviewer, Of

those interviewed, all respondents appeared very eager to participate and

most expressed gratitude at being given an opportunity to expresé beliefs

and feelinas, Severa1‘respohdents_requested reassurance of the confidentiai-
it} of‘?he~materi61vand,the dangey to their position withﬁn the school
'strlct ure. if this information was revealed in a way identifiable as

coining Trom them. prever, there was a desire to participate, expressed
qufté strongiy,vwith the hope the research might have implications lead-

ing to possible change. In conducting the interview, a request was made

for:the respondent'" opinion; i.e., "What do you think?," or "In your

]udocmert . ,“ Questions were open -ended, yet each respondent appeared
-to give responses that fell 1nto three main Cdtegor1e~.
Additional information concerning recruitment and selection

po]icies Was secured from the administrators of the vocational-nursing

and associate degree nu*°1ng community colWege programs, and a university

program. These interviews 1nv01ved an average time of two hours. - E
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V. STATISTICAL MEASURES

Each of the sixty items: on the student ques t1onna1re was" compared
by means of the chi square - test of hcmogene1ty for 1ndependent groups..
Lach of the thirty-five items on~thelcounselor questionnaire was analyzed
with a chi squere sta 1atica1’tést 3 BREP

The thirty-five 1tems on the Lompar*ng Vocat1ons Questionnaire were
Compared in the following manner: (1) the five subjective questions were
‘analyged ua1nq the KruskaT ~Wallis H test, following pre11m1nary treatment

by the Fr1edman Rank Test to~d1su1ngu1sh d11Feren¢es begween groups, and

(29,'the'answers,on‘the;remaining thirty items were scored on distance from

the role model, summed, and a Kruskal-Wallis H test and post hoc compari-

: éﬂns;was performed'ta‘distfnguish differences between groups.2® The in-

~ 1?5?mation from the thirty students' and fiftean counselors' interviews was
'aﬁaiyzed and c1aséif€ed into categories ﬁﬁ%o»which~the~data tended to: -

‘-.c1Uster...The frequency of Pesponse“within each category was caTcu]ated.

These were used to describe the entire interview schedule.
VI.  SUMMARY

Chapter TIT has discussed the design of the study and presented
-the'procédures used. The measures employed in collecting, organizing and
~analyzing the data have been discussed, Chapter IV will discuss the

analysis and findings of the collected data.:

‘?Odoseph E. Hi1l and August Kerber, Methods and Analytical -
Procedures in Educat?or Research (Detroit: Wayne State University Press,
19677, p. 328. : : : S
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CHAPTER IV

PRESENTATION OF FIHDINGS

In this chapter, the findings and interpretations for each of
‘the hypotheses are preéented. Se]ection of statistical techniques is S ;
~discussed, followed by a'restateméntiof the specific hypotheses to be

inyestigated. Then the statistiCa] procedures used and analysis of

E
Iy
3

the findings for each hypothesis is discussed.

I. 'SELECTION OF STATISTICAL TECHNIQUES

Nonparametric tecnniques were chosen as appropriate and appli-~
‘cable to this study because the variables measured were derived pre-

‘deminantly from nominal and ordinal scales.! Chi square was used for
2

B [

“categorical comparisons.

DR SN D DGR

-~ The Kruskal-Wallis one-way analysis of variance'by ranks was

~used-in treatment of the data having ordinal measurement.3- The proba-

g
=5

bility arbitrarily selected as the minimally acceptable level of signi-

ficance for all statistical computations in this study was that of .05. - -~

OEE 1 U] A B

7Sidney15iege15.Nonparametric Statistics for the Behavioral
Sciences (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co., 1956), p. 22.

TR

 2bid., p. 175.

3Ibid., p. 184,
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II. DESCRIPTION OF FINDINGS

Hypothesis I: Studéntsuin»the<three»programs:wil1idiffé}tin‘age;
educétiona1 level of father, family income, and standing in high school -
graduatihg class, |
1t was peihted out in Chapter EI‘that é'humber of investigations

havé'fbcused‘On.students.in dfpldma and baccaiadreate programs, but fewer
have dealt with the associate degree and vocational nurse. For the

' purbose‘of this 1nvestigatfon, background informatiqn was obtained for
| | the students in the three nukéing’programs which comhrised the sample.
The first part of~the’student.questionnaire was designed to.
opllect the data tn tesfjthé.fiWSt hypothesis, The majority of the stu-

&ents,respnndéd.tovg1?'qUestians, but. for those questions on which there
-'wérejincompiete_vesponsés, the number to whom the data applied are
-réported.in~the.tab1eS»Wh1ch'accompany the descriptfve.statements.lThe
 data‘pertain1ng to the first hypothesis are presented first, followed

by other descriptive information.

Age |

The majority of the students'in'the'stydy were ‘under twenty-nine
years of agé (65 per cent), Howeverg'35 per cent ranged in age from'tﬁirty
to over fifty years, as shown by Table III. Thaﬁbaccaiaufeate degree
nursfngxprogram attracted most of the students who were in the younger age
groups, 98 .per cent at'agé'twentywniﬂe or younger; and the vocational
nursing program attracted more_students in the older age group, dnly 52 per
“cent at age twenty-nine. or younger, 3

The data in Table III were tested by the chi square>méthod for

TEROTI
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independence. The distributions of the three pkograms;were significantly

different at.the 001 level. This showed that a re]ationship_exiéted~

between the type of nursing education- program which the students selected
and their age group. . : o
Hiatt Peportéd that about 40 per cent of the students in the

associate degree programs which she studied were over twenty-one years of

‘age.4 Dustan‘reported.that 58 per cent of the associate degree program

students wh1ch she studied were over twenty-nine years of age, and the
barcaTuureaTe group stud1ed had 92 per cent under twenty -five years of
age.5 The groups of this study.appeared to be in age groups similar to
fihdings of ﬁhe'studies by Dustan, and to be of an older age group than

the group studied by Hiatt.

Educational Level of Father

- The students in the study composite came from homes in which the

-educational level of the father ranged_frdm eighth grade or 1ess.(31‘per

cent) to those having finished college (19 per cent). The data on the

educational level attained by the fathers of the students in the composite

- student group and in each of the three programs are presented in Table IV,

Table IV shows that 51 per cent of the students' fathers in the bacca-

1auveate degree programs had f1n1sned college, 12 per cnnt of the

dCa11*0xn1a State Department of Education, Fa111orn1a Asscciate
in Arts Nursing Projects Part I, Third Annual Report to the W. K.
‘Kellogg Foundation 1960~ 1962 (Sacramento California), p. 11.

~JDusf_.an;,‘p_‘E, ¢cit.. p.78.
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students' fathers in the associate degree program, and 6 per cent of the
students' fathers in the vocational nursing. program had fihished college.

Only 10 per cent of the fathers of the baccalaureate degree program had

1esélthan eighth grade education, while 47 per cent of the vocational

nursing students had fathers with less than an eighth grade education.

None of the fathers of the baccalaureate degree,nursing.students had

finished a technical school education. - B .

The data in Table IV were tested by the chi square method for»in-~

- dependence. There was-a statistically significant difference at the
-001v]eve1-among~the three programs on the distributions of the fathers'
. educational attainment. This indicated that a reTatidnshipiexisted |

‘ between the educatiocnal level attained by the fathers and the school

selected by the students. The baccalaureats degree students had fathers

. who had achieved the highest educational level, the fathers of the asso-

ciate degree nursing students was next high, while the vocational nursing

~students had more fathers whose education was limited to grade school.

Family Income

The students had some difficu]ty in answering the question on
family income. Out 6f the total, & per ﬁent did not krnow what their
fémi]y income was., For those who did answer, the Tow bracket of less
than_$6;000 (20 per-cent) and the high bracket of $11,000 to $15,000

(22 per cent) were almost equally shared by the students' families. As

shown in Table V, 32 per cent of the vocational ngrsingrstudents reported,}
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a famiiy income*of~1es$ thanwéG,Qod while'on1y-6-per‘cent-of the bacca-
lTaureate degree'studenfs reported family income of less thah‘$6,000..
Forty'pér_cent of the baccalaureate degree students reborted a fami1y in-
come of over $15,000, while only 5.per cent‘of the vocationa1 students
reported a famiTy income of bver $15,000. For all student groups the
$7,000 to $10,000 rénge was most frequently selected as representative of
| family income.

~The other two groups appeared better informed on family income

E than was ihé baccalaureate group, with only 90 per cent reporting. This

may,be due, to some‘extenﬁ.by the difference in age and marital status
;petWEen thé baccalaureate student and. the other groups. Approximate1y
one-haXf.of the vocationé1 nursing studénts énd associate degree nursing
students were over twenty-nine years of age, and approximately one-
" third of the students in these two groups were marriéd, which suggests
a-possibility of -more fémi1iaritvaith handling financial matters than .
the largely unmarried, younger, baccalaureate students; The bacca-
1aureate students were a group in which 98 per cent were less than twenty-
nine years of age and 94 per cent were single. Random interviews re-
vea?edlsomévassociate degree and some vocational nursihg\students consid-
ered this question on»income as being almost too personal, and in one
1nsténce was not answered for that reason.

- The data in Table V.were~tested‘by the chi square‘method for inde-

pendenCe.f'A significant difference was found at the .001 Tevel ofdfiggiu
fﬁcanté.} This indiéatéd that there was a relationship between~fami1§ v

income and student selection of a particular program, with more students

T T IR

T TS P

T

CEITE H'l’l"‘yﬂ‘ﬂr"ﬂ' TR phutes

TR



AR DR

100" S d o g

2€0°95 = X

= 4P
86 91 86 2¢l 86 86 L6 90¢€ Le3ol
0L 8 9 6 8 8 8 Ge Mmouy 1juog
ot  Lg i sl g 5 9L X 000°51§ 43nQ
L £l 82 L€ 61 61 22 69 000°51§ 93 000°L!$
sz 6L & be e Le 16 000°01$ 93 000°£$
s § o0z [z 2 2€ 0z ¥9 000°9¢ Uey1 SSa7
g % - ON & *oN % *ON % *Op sdnouy swosuy
uesBb0oud weuboug Weubo.id 27 15040y ,
Bugsuany puLsann fuLsany 1Uspnlg
aaubag 3a4bag [eUC LIRS0/
91e34ne|RI0RY 93vL30SSY _ |

3LISOdWOI INIANLS FHL NI

SWY¥90¥d BNISUAN JTWHL THL aNY

A 318YL

SLINIANLS S0 SIWOONI ATIWYd 6861




56
havihg a highef‘fami1y_income in fHe baccé]aureate degkee'nursing-prOe
gram, whereas thé vocatidna1 nursing students came from fami]ieswwith
Tower family income, and the associate degree students occupied an inter-

mediate position as to family income.

Rank'in}High Schoo1,Graduating Class

The students were'aSked~to indicate, fo'the best of their know1edge,
the%r rank in their high school graduating class. As shown in Table VI,
the student composite was almost equally divided between the top quarter
{45 per ceht)iand the tép half (41 per_cent) df fhe‘éraduating class.
. None of the baccalaureate degree students placed themselves in the bottom
« ha1f‘0f.ﬁheir.¢Tass, ‘Nine per cent'of the assdciate degree students, and
%8-perﬂcéﬂt of" the vecatjona? students placed themselves at the bottom
'_ﬁa]f o?-théir gréduatiﬁg'c]ass, The data_in Table VI were tested by the
chi‘square'methdd'for independence._ The difference in distributions of
ciass rahk Wasvsjgnificant atithe .007 level. This shoWed thét a rela-
~ tionship existed between,thefprograms which the students selected and |
their rank in their high school graduating class, wfth more baccalaureate
“degree_nursing students ranking near the top, and more yocational students

ranking themsalves néar the bottom.

: bther Background Information

 The majority of the studehts in the study were white (86 per cent).
0f the reﬁéinder; 3 per cent were Negro, 4 per cent were Mexican-American,
4 per cent were Oriénta], ahd one‘studént listed himself as_“other." As

~ shown in Table VII, among groups the greatest diversity was shown in the
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i} Mexican-American group with 11 per cent in the vocational program, and
only 1 per cent in the associate degree and 1 per cent in the baccalaure-

ate degree program.

The marital status of the students is indicated in Table VIII, Of
the total group, 48 per cent were single, 40_per cent married and 10-per
cent were divorced, separated or widoWed. There was a marked difference

.in marital status.of the student groUps. Ninety-fouf ber cent of the

baccalaureate student group-were_sing1ea‘ Thirty—eight per cent of the

‘vocational nursing students' group were single, while 30 per cent of the
'associate dégree'students were;éing]e. fNone of the baccalaureate students -
ﬁliéted themsalves as divgrced,Aseparated, or widowed; In the total group,
e per cent had chiTdreri, as shown in Table iX. of the group with children,
«60 per cent of the vocétiohél‘stUdentg had children and}57 per cent of the
‘ assoqiate.degreé,studenis,had;chi1drenf The total, baccalaureate group.had..
the sma]Test number .of children, one ¢h11d, as 1sbsﬁown in Table X, Both |

the vocational nursing program and the associate degree program had a large

grdup of students who had home and family responsibflities. ’ . %
As shown in Table XI, 77 per cent of the student composite group - f
worked sixteen hours or less weekly for self-support. The thirty-four

’associate degree.studehts were the largest number working sixteen to

thirty hours weekly. Seventeen of the vocational students worked thirty
~ hours or more weekly,

The majority of the students in the study had graduated from high

R e b I w100 1 it L TR T

school. Sixteen vocational and 2 associate degree students were not high

“school. graduates. The associate degree students were exchange

students from Columbia, South America. All of the baccalaureate degree
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| 64
nursing students were high schob]_graduates as shown .in Table XII: . v
Seventy-seven,per gent.bfwthe'vocational students had completed grade
twelve. As noted in Table XIII, the grades completed by vocational stu-
dents range from eighth grade to fwe]fth. _No significant difference was
found for differences in groups related to size and type of high school
aftended as shown in Table XIV. The high school courses which the par-.
t.c1pat1nq students enJoyed,mosL are shown in Table XV. Science cbukées

were the first choice of 37 per cent of the students, fol1owed by

| English (21 per cent), mathematics and others not listed were each 14 per

W R T T 1]

cent, and phySica] education (12 per cent). Sixty-four per cent of the

aarza?aureate students indicated their preference for sciences, as did

34 per cent of the assnr1at0 degree ¢rudents however, 29 per cent of the
'vocafaonai students indicated a pxeferenve for physical educatien. OF

the as soc1ate degree. students 6 -per- cent. indicated they had eanyed

phys1ca1 education in h1gh school, but none of the baccalaureate students
‘indicated a preference for physical education courses. = -

The majority of students did not enter the nursing program jinmedi-
ately after high school graduation as shown in Table XVI. Ninety per
cent entered later. This group included all of the baccalaureate students
since two years preénursing courses were required,

Fifty-five vocational students, and twenty-two associate degree
students were without:schoe1ing4between-high school and. the nursing program

entrance. ‘An examination of Table XVII shows the number, of students who

enrolled in various types of programs prior to entering the present program..

Seventy-seven per cent of the vocational students and 52 per cent of the
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| n
v assoéiate degree stiudents Shbwing.attendance iﬁ the aéSociate degree non-
nursing brogrém,might be an indication of ihe ]arge numbers completing
other éd]]ege courses while awaitihg admissionlto the nursing programs.

| Fofty per cent of the BaccalaUreate degree nursing students indicated .
attendance at an aésociate degree non—nursing'pkogram. 'The_hypotheSis
teSted was that the student5‘1nvthe>thrée'programé would differ in age,
éducationaTlleve1.of father,_fami]y income, and stahdfng in high schoel
gkaduéting class. The data from this study clearly support'thiS-hypo-

thesis.

Hypothesis II." Students invthe’three programs will show differing forces
héving'the most‘influence;on,them‘in selecting nursing as'an pccupation;
and students will differ in reasons for program choi;e, |

| The second part of the studen{ questfonnaire focused on when the
participating student made é career éhoice, and why they chose the type:

of program in which they were currently enrolled, and what they expected'

to do after-graduétion,v The'questions_were directed toward the variables.

spééified'in the second hypothesis and other information related to
occupational choice and caréer expectations. A gquestionnaire was ob-
tained ftrom the participating counselors giving:their perception of the
reasons for Student selection of nursing as an occupationa and what was
most influential in that choice, as background information.

The ages at which the students made career decisions are shown in

Table XVIII. Two-thirds of the students in=the’composite Qroups'(ﬁ@;ggp )

cent) had decided to study nursing before they were»twenty-one'years;of

age. The data reported in Table XVIII showed that over one third of the
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_VOéationallhursing students aﬁd almost one-half of the associate ﬁégree
'nUPSTng'studentS'made the decision. to study nursing af an older age- than .
~ the baccalaureate degree students. Less than ten per Cenﬁ of the bacca-
laureate degree students choose nursing as aicareér after age twenfy—one.
The data reported iﬁ Table XIX showed other 6¢cupations;c0nsidered, Al-
though the majority of students had decided on nursing at a relatively

_ ear]y,age,'two~thirds of them had given serious consideration to prepar-
. ing for ahéther occupation, For’the total group, of those occupations
1isted, teaching was the most fréquently indicated as a,possib]e occupae
tional field. Over two-thirds of the baccalaureate degree nursing students
~had coﬁsidered the: feaching field. 1most;ona»third of the total voca-
Ationa1'nursing sfudents had given consideration to the}associate degree
nuwsing-progrém, rTwo-thirds of the total student group had considered

“another occupation as shown in Table XX.

- Forces Inf1ueht%a1 in the Choice of Nursﬁngvas a Career

 The forces which had 1hf1uen¢ed the studenté in thefr éhoice of
‘nuréing were expToked. They were asked to rate thése influences as first,
secshd and thfrd in importance to them in.reaching.a decision, The data
in fab?eg XXi, XXII, and XXITI, which preseht the students’ three most
importént reasons for choosing a career in nursing, were tested by the chi}
square-methéd for independence. In all three imsi&nces,.the distribu-

'tions-were not statistically differeni. This seemed to indicate that the

e 2

influences upon the students in selection of their careers were shared in common -

and were unrelated to the type .of program in which they were enrolled. The

most frequently chosen response as to influence of most importance was that

e T T T L
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of the students' own decision. .

The counselor group was asked to rate the influences they beljeved

T T A e

to be first, second and third in importance to choosing a career in nurs- e

ing for the students in each program.

The data in Tables XXIV, XXV, and XXVI which present the counse-
lors' perception of.thé three most imporfant 1nf1uences:upon the student,
were tested by the chi square method for indépendence without>significant_

difference being shown for the influence of most importance, and the in--

fluence second in importance. A significant difference was shown for |
 thé’third.most‘important inf]hencé, Ferusa] of Table XXVI, the influence
thind in fmportance upon the students in helping them reach their career
décfsjoh,’shows the counselors perceivé the high school counselor as
being an influence on moré théh'onevthird of the vocational nursing stu-
’ dents;fand'thE”co1Tege»éounsé}or was én,inf1uence~for ovér-one.third:df
‘the associate degree nursing students; asApérceived by the counselors.
This was 5n<contrast to -the students' perception that_inffuénces from the
counselor atlthe high.sﬁhool and cn]]ege'leVe1 wa§ practically non-
existant as shown in Tables XXVII and XXVIIL. |

Table XXVII shows that only 10 per cent of the total students felt
they had received assistance from high school counselors in reaching their
career decision, while 89 per cent responded they did not receive help
‘from high school counselors in career selection. The data were signifi-
~ cantly different at the .05 level of sighfficance. A question.td explore

the heTp students felt they had received from co11ege counselors to reach

their career decision was_not‘significant'as shown in Table XXVIII.
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TABLE XX1V

COUNSELOR PERCEPTION OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL FACTOR ON THE : S
NURSING STUDENT IN HER NURSING OCCUPATION CHOICE B 5

" Associate Baccalaureate
. Vocational Degree - - Degree
Nursing Nursing Nursing
Students Students =~ . Students
Influences Mo % - No. % ~ No. %
Close family R , o _ o
‘members SR 11 28 14 36 11 28
High school - - | ; ‘ R
counsglor - B 1 2 4 10 7 18 :
Friends who are
purses oy nursing : ' :
students - 17 44 17 - 28 1 28
Communi ty c611ege ' : ‘
counsalors -2 b 3 7 4 10
Student's own v '
decision - : 7 18 0 15 -5 13
Total ’ 38 97 38 96 - 38 97

X2 = 7.846 Cdf =8 NS

INIRE
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TABLE XXV

COUNSELORS PERCEPTION OF INFLUENCE SECOND IN IMPORTANCE TO
" . THE NURSING STUDENT IN HER NURSING OCCUPATICON CHOICE

: ~ Associate Baccalaureate
Vocational _ Degree Degree
Nursing = Nursing Nursing
Students . - Students Students
Influences - No. % No. 72 No. %
Close family co - 1
members 13 34 9 23 9 23
High school . v Q
- counselor 6. . 15 9 23 6 15 L
| =
Friends who are - ‘ -
- hurses or nursing - . :
students 9 23 12 3t 14 36 :
’ Community college . %
counselors A 4 10 5 13 7 18 :
Student's own : |
decision - . 6 15 3 7 Z 5 ;
Total 38 97 .38 97 38 97 E
X2 = 6.214 dF=8 . NS g




- TABLE XXVI

COUNSELORS PERCEPTION OF INFLUENCE THIRD IN IMPORTANCE TO.
THE NURSING STUDENT IN HER NURSING OCCUPATION CHOICE

- Baccalaureate

o Associate
- Vocational ~ Degree Degree
Nursing Nursing Nursing
Students Students Students
. Influences ' - No. % No. % No. %
Close family _ '
membars o 5 13 5 13 8§ 21
- High. school - :
counseior RV 44 7 18 6 15
Friends who are..
nurses or nursing :
students - -6 15 6 15 13 34
Community coliege
“counselors 5 13 15 39 6 15
Student's own -
decision , : 5 13 5 13 5 13
Total ‘ 38 98 38 98 38 98
X2 = 19,320 df = 8 P .05

001 (B4 B A

I
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The:students' satisfactién»with their career choice is shown in

Table XXIX. No significant difference among groups is shown, whfch in-
dicates students in‘the three pfdg%ams did not differ signiffcantTy in

degree of satisfaction or dissatisfaction. |
Thé‘students viere asked to indicate the importance of four rea-

sons for selecting the career of nursing. As shown in Table XXX,

'"genéra1 interest in and liking for people,” and in Table XXXI, ”Interest

in the medical field," each of these reasons were moderately important

to 81 per cent of the student composite group. "Worthy use of one's

“Tife," in-Table XXXII, wasrmodenate1y_1mportant to 73 per. cent of the

total group. "Interest in keeping people well,™ was important to 74 per

cent of the total student group.

Reasons for Program Choice

Students were asked to rate these influences as first, second, and

third in importance to them in ascertaining the reasons for selecting the .

type of program in which they were presently enrolled. For this ranking
each individual chose one of the five responses one time only. The in-

fluence of most importance to the vocational nursing student was "type of

“program which best prepares me for what I want to do." Of most importance

to the associate degree nurse was the responsé "cost of program best pre-
pares me for what I want to do,” and to the baccalaureate "type of program
best prepares me for what I want to do" was most important, The data in

Table XXXIV shows that 50 per cent of the composite student group selected

the response “type of program which best prepares me for what I want to do,"

as the influence of most importance,

(S
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- Table XXXV‘presents the reason seéOnd'in»impertance for student
'prcgﬁam choice with differént-reasons:shown for each group. Approximately
one~third of the VOcatiohal students chose the response "cost of the
program best suited my financial resources." Approximately one-third of
bthe‘students in the associate degfee progéam selected the reason "type
of program which best prepares me for what I wanf to do." Of the
baccalaureate student group, almost one-half Tisted‘an “opportunity for
a college experience” as the reason second in importance in program selec-
tion.  For the third important reason for program seleétion, presented in
: Tab?e'XXXVI, one-half of the baccalaureate students selected "opﬁortunity
to earn college éredit,“aune~quarter of‘the associate dégree studenfs
"seTéctéd “eost of program beét sufted my financial resources," and over
‘anGchird of the vocational stuﬁents chose "I could meet the admission

requirements.”

The data from Tables- XXXIV, XXXV, and XXXVi were tested by the chi

square method for independence. A significant difference was found at

the .007 1evé1,of significance. This indicated that there was a relation- =

ship hetween importance of reason for program choice and student selection
of a pafticu]ar program,. |

Thé participating counselor group was asked to rate the influences
they believed to be.first, second and third in importance to the students
in eéch program in their selection of the particular pfogram in which
they were-enro]1ed. The counselor'group, as shown in Table XXXVII,M;Nyw

setected the most 1mportant’rea50n'fof student.choiée\of program for the

vocational student as being "cost of program best suited my financial

TIN5 1T ) 5
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TABLE XXXVII

' COUNSELOR'S PERCEPTION OF NURSING STUDENTS MOST IMPORTANT
REASON FOR SELECTION OF THE PROGRAM IN WHICH ENROLLED

A T TR R T

3
U
CET

- ‘Associate  Baccalaureate
“Vocational Degree Degree
Nursing Nursing Nursing
Students Students Students
~ Reasons No. % No. % No. - %
Cost of program best
“suited financial S ~ :
~TE50UrCes 24 63. 12 31 6 15
Type program beét | |
prepares for what _ : -
wants to do 8 21 - 20° 52 21 55"
- Opportunity for
~college experience I 2 o 0 5 13
Opportunity to earn - A
college credit 0 0 1 2 6 15
: Student’chTd meet
admission . o v
requirements 5 13 5 13 0 0
Total 38 99 38 - 98 38 98
X2 = 39,265 af = 8 P {.001
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96
resources"” (63 per cent), for associate. degree student "type of program
~which best prepares me for what I want to do" (52 per cent), and for the

baccalaureate degree student "type of ‘program which best prepares me for

. what I want to do" (55 per cent). In Table XXXVIII, the reason second in

importance, is shown to be for the vocational student "cost of prpgram

best suited my financial resources," and 65 per cent of the counselor group

viewed this same reason for the associate degree student, while the second

‘most important reason for the baccalaureate student was "opportunity for

college experience” (39 per cent). The third most important reason, as’

shown in Table XXXIX, is seen by (63 per cent) of the counselor group

-'for‘themvocétiOna] sﬁudent, and by (44 per cent) of the counselor group

for the as soc1aLe degrae studnnt, as being "cost of program which best

suited my f1nanr1al resources." - The third most important reasen for pro-

gram selection as indicated by the counselor group (44 per cent) for the

' bacca1aureaue students is “"type of program wh1ch best prepares me for

what I want to do." For both the vocat1ona] student and the associate de-

. gree student, the counselors considered financia] resources to be an

- importance factor in program choice.

The total per cent of dissatisfied students were only 16 per cent
of the total student group, as shown in Table XL. However, a few students

in the vocational nursing program and the associate degree program would

chdose differently a second time. In Table XLI is shown-the‘othér types of

program which dissatjsfféd'students woth choose a-second time. The asso-

ciate degree program was. the most frequently selected alternative for the

dissatisfied vocational nursing student, and the baccalaursate degree

T R I
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TABLE XXXVIII

- COUNSELOR'S PERCEPTION OF NURSING STUDENTS SECOND MOST‘IMPORTANT
REASON FOR SELECTION OF THE PROGRAM IN WHICH ENROLLED

97

Baccalaureate

Associate
Vocational. Degree Degree
Nursing - Nursing Nursing
Students Students Students
‘Reasons - No. 4 No. % _ -No. %
Cost. of program best
suited financial . L
rESNUrces ' 27 71 25 55 3 7
Type'prog?am best
. prepares for what ' ‘
“wants to do- 5 13 4 10. . 7 18
Opportunity for : '
.college experience 2 5 5 13 15 39
- Opportunity to earn _ o
college cradit 0 0 2 5 13 34
Student couid meet
admission v
requirements 4 10 2 5 0 0
Total 38 99 38 98 38 a8
X% = 56.457 df = 8 p £ .001




41.573

98
| , | TABLE XXXIX
‘COUNSELOR'S PERCEPTION OF NURSING STUDENTS THIRD MOST IMPORTANT 
REASON FOR SELECTION OF THE PROGRAM IN WHICH ENROLLED
: Associate Baccalaureate
Vocational Degree Degree
Nursing Nursing Nursing
Students “Students Students
Reasons No. v No. % No. %
Cost of program best
“suited financial :
L resources 24 63 17 44 1 2
‘Type program best |
prepares for what _ ' '
wants te do - 3. 7 3 7 17. 44
Opportunity for -
college experience 4 ']O 10 26 8 21
" Opportunity to earn |
college credit 5 13 7 18 10 26
StUdent;cou]d meet
admission _
requirements 2 5 1 2 2 5
Total T - T T
. 38 98 38 97 38 98
X2 = df = 8
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‘student. Student choice of program if finances and distance were not -

‘approaches. They were asked to indicate (1) the type of mursing activity

‘position which they hoped to have eventually. It is shewn in Table XLIII
L th&t‘78'pér‘cent'of1the“studentﬂcomposite*ant%cipatéd'that~they*wou1d~be-5-

 gin their careers as staff nurses in a general hospital. Only 5 per cent

in a hospital. Seven vocational nursing students and four associate

101

program appeared to be selected most by the'dissaﬁisfiediassociate‘degree

considerations in the choice -showed 93 per cent of the baccalaureate stu-

dents would continue with present program. The favorite program selec- i
tion for all students, as shown in Tab]eAXLII, was the batcé}aureéte
degree program,

The students' career plans were assessed from three different

théy'anticipated selecting for their first position; (2) the type of

nursing activity they.Wou1d ChOOSe if’they could make their selection on

‘t%ezéasis of‘what appea?ed‘to them most,'regard1ess of what their educa-

tional program had prepared them to do, and (3) the type of nursing

of the student composite anticipated immediate émp%ayment as head nurses

degree nursing students se]ected the head nurse position, however, the
baccalaureate degree student was the only studentrprepared according to

the program objectives for the immediate position as head nurse.

When the students were asked to indicate thertype'af position which

TR

had the greatest‘appeal for them, regakd?eSS'ofvtheir preparation, there

wasra,Variatidn betwéen,theArea]ity of what they were prepared- to dﬁjfﬁhd**“

what they would like to do, as shown in Table XLIV. Hospital staff nurse

was the choice.of'34‘per cent. of the studént compos%te;- Operating room
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nursing was .chosen by 19 per- cent of the student composite giroup. - Six-

teen per cent of the student composite'chcse‘public health nursing as-the

~position with the most appeal. “The sixteen baccalaureate students had

received preparation for this field, but the twenty-six associate degree

nursing students, and the eight vosaticnal nursing students to whom this

field appeals had not received this pr reparation. A discrepancy was shown -

between what their vocational and 550 e degree nursing education pro-
gram- was preparing them to do and wndt the students would like to-do.
In Tahie XLV are shown tha students' responses to the question,

“what type of nursing position would you Tike to have eventually?®. Obvi-

ously, many of these students did not want to remain at the staff nurse

“level.  Huspitadl head nUrse was 1§e chnice by 74 per cent of the student

composite, hospital staff nurse (20 per cent) and public health nurse

(15 pericent) wara the next’ 4?31C6§._

Tke students were asked th p]ana for further education afxpv'the
comp?etiu of thair p”@%ﬁﬁf programs and h@w so0n *hey planned to Pnr03}
As ahown in Table XLVI, 73 per cent of the studenxs,1n the student compo-
;1tn anticipated continuing w:ih some type of formal educal1on after

qr adudtlnn. The t ;e of educati ana! peograms in which theAatudeuts

”\1

planned to enroll is shown in Table XLVII. Of the baccalaureate students

who anticipated further education, over one-half, (63 per cent) were- plan-

ning to enroll. in a master’s program with a major in nursing. Alwost:.one-

“half of the associate degree students plamning further-education stated

: intention'mf enrolling in a baccalaureate program with a major in nursing.

0f the total students indicating plans,for'furtheraeducationﬁ 26 per cent

e AR
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109
planned to enro]T in“a maéter‘s pkoéram with a major in nursing;‘23 per
cent indicated intention of enroilment in a bacca]aureate}degreebnuréing
major; and ZOvber cent indicated plans to enroll in an associate degree
nursing major program, o | | |

As noted in Table XLVIII, almost all (97 per cent) of the students
: plahned'to Work following graduation, bThe students plans for further
educat1on are shown in Table XLIX. The data were treated with the chi
square tnst, and in all three instances the d1str1but1ons wvere not
statht1ca11y different. This indicated that the interval prior to eXm 
. pécted enrolTment 1n‘another educational program was hot,different among’
“the fbree graups | | B |
‘ The -hypothesis fnsted was that the students in the fhree programs
wf]Tfajffer in their subjective evatuation of the forces hav1ng the most
ihf1UEhce on.the.séTection of nursing as an occupation and in the selection
of the bértiéu1ar program. The hypothesis was not supported in the case of
the forces having the most ihf]uence upon the students toward sé1ection of
“nursing as an océupation. 'The hypothesis was supported in»the»caée of the

students' reasons for program choice.

Information related to career choice is summarized by groups. Of the

vbcétfcnal nursing students 83 per cent were satisfied with their career.
- choice and 69 per cent were Sat1sf1ed.w1th_the1r program choice. Over

- one-half of the dissatisfied,studentsvwou]d'choose the associate degree
program if they héd‘a'seéoﬁd choice;. The‘majority Qf vocationa],studénts
4(87‘pér cent) did not enter the nursing prggram.immédjately after

high school, yet 77 per cent of these students had been in the associate
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M2
degree non-nursing curriculum prior,tO‘entry*into the vocational nursing
-program. The<objectiveswof the vocational nursing program are primarily

-to prepare a;graduaté‘ﬁo function. at staff level nursing.-‘The majori--

ty -would choose this area for their first employment. For eventual
:emp]oyment; 40 per cent chosefareas in advance 6f their preparation ac-
cording to their programvobjectives. This may be in keeping with the two-
thirdg ofvthis grqup,that.plan'tO'enter the'associate'dégree program,
tATmﬁst one—ha1f ofvth0se p1anhing‘torcontinue.schoolvplan to do so within-
one year, Almost all plan»td work after graduation. |
Continuous ‘upward mobility is seen as-a patteﬁn~for this'gfoup. A»

.p@égression in abitity 1eadinq-to advancement in educationat pfograms.is
“@en to exist, rather than an initial incorrect program CFOTCG for the
7__ maJorxty of the vocataonai nurs1ng students, -

" The assoc1atb degree- group thad the 1drqest number sat1sf;ed with
their career selection. (93 per cent), wh11e 83 per cent were satisfied w1th
their‘programvchoice.' 0f - the 14 per cent dissatisfied, a1most one-half.
WOqu’choqse’bacca1aureate degree.nufsing for the setond‘time. 0f the
total group, if cost and distance were not a factor in choice, over -one-
‘half would choose a four or five year college program which seems tb indicate
the éommunity g011ege;is supplying a need for those wanting a nursingvpareer
but unabﬂe to 1eave'thé»area- Progrém-objectives‘fcrcﬁhe f*rsﬁ bbsitﬁon
for +h1s graduate are as a Jtaff nurse, consequently threp quartura of the

,grouo chose this area yet it on1y appeared to appeal to one- th1rd of fﬁﬂ o

grqup,for'eventua! employment. Two-thirds of the total group p]an to
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continue school at the baccaTaureéte nursing level, and one-quarter plan

“to continue . at the-master.degree Tevel in nursing. - Observing the satis-

faction with the program and future plans, this group'has'a smaller

numbeerf dissatisfied students than the vocational nursing group, yet

a]sc'appears t0 show a COntinuing pattern'of upward mobility.

Of the baccalaureate degree nursing students, a sma11er number. -

are Satisfied with their career choice (89 ber cent) than with the
. program choice (98 per cent),fthis combined with cost and distance not”

» being a factor in career choice indicates interest in the baccalaureate

level education as being 1mbortant‘to this group. Employment is in keeping

%~IW1thtthe pfdgram Ubjectiveévfof the baccalaureate degkee nurse, as 83 per

-cent~p1an_t0 begin .as a-staffanrseg yet evéntua] employment p]anned at
;;»this 1eye1 iS‘Ghlyzs pef cent. Ninety-six per centlp1an to contihue_schooT;_
' 63 per'cent.at”the'masterS“TeveI‘ﬁursing progranm, whichvshows cohtinuedv

~upward mobility. “On]y one-third plan to continue'échoo1 within one year of

graduation indicating studentsfmay be following the recommendaticn that

- the nurse from the baccalaureate school receives the most meaningful graduate .

Tevel experience following one year of employment in the nursing field.

Hypothesis III: Students in the three programs and community college

counselors for these three programs will not agree in their perception of

program characteristics of the vocational, associate degree, and bacca-
- laureate degree nursing as defined by a nursing model in regard to cost,

" length of -educational time,'difficu]ty of prerequisite subjécts,‘and-diff

ficulty of curriculum,
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The hypothesis is supported by the data;'with-azvaTué which is sig-
nificant well beyond the .05 Tevel of confidence.

Statistical data were -run by the Control Data Corporation (CDC)

6400 computer at the University of Ca]jfornia, Berkeley, California, by

- the Kruskal-MWallis Hntest,lone-way analysis of variance by ranks. Since
o the;KruskaTrWa11is H%test indicates that a difference exists but does not

distinguish where the difference lies, post hoc comparisons based on a

. .I.][.E.I‘Tﬂ}:ﬁf]qﬂ.l]{[‘[ﬂﬂ‘lf AT

chi équare analogue of Séhe?fé's multiple comparisons were used to dis-
tinguish différ‘ences.between’gr‘oups:,6 'A o |
Items 4, 5, 13, 15, 19, 21, 22, 24, 26, 31, 32 and 34 on "Comparing
Vocations Questﬁgnnaire,? comprise the hypothesis model. Ranks were o
.assigned té eacli of .the three questiohnaire responses, with the cdrrect
o  ‘responsé hévingwthé'h%ghest“rankfng; and thelintermediate response having L
E vthe»middleFraﬂking, and the least appropriate response having:the jowest a%
E ranking. . = - | g
[' ‘ - The mean rank was obtained for each of the four groups, as shown %
| in Table L. P (Chi square greater than.H) = 00008 supported-the.hypothew ;
- sis that student bodies in the three programs and,counselors-wili not g
agree in theif_peréeption of charactewisf@cg of vecational nursing, asso- ‘é
E giate'degree nursing, and bac;aTaureatévdegrée nufﬁing ré1ated to a g
Tnurging‘model'in regard to cost, length of educational time, difficulty 'g
of prerequisite sﬁbjécts,-énd difficu]ty of curriculum, é
_ . §
6Wi1iiah'ﬁ; Guenthe?z Ana]ysis»of>Varian§e.(New Jersey: Prentiéé-' | %
Hall, Inc., 1964), p. &7. : ' =
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Table LI shows the post hoc comparisen‘of mean ranks for the four
groups pertaining to perceptions of characteristics of nursing programs:
in velation to a nursing mode], In relation to the mode],‘the baccalaureate
‘degree nursing stUdents:were siqniffcant]y closer than-either the voca-
'if104a1 nurs1ng students, or the associate degree hurs1ng students., The
. counselors were swgn1;1eant1y eluser to the model than the associate degree
students. There was a 1ack'of>sign1ficance between the associate degree
students and the vbcationa] studeﬁts,_between the~bacca1aureate degree.
’students end the counselors, and between the vocational students and the
_feouhseTors; Th1s indicated that the baccalaureate students were more in
agr semant w1th ‘the stated characteristics of the nursing programs than the

:1'ﬁ3§ studem s, or tne assoc1ate deqr e students The vocational

Q)

¥ivga

",s‘qden s and the associate degree students were not as knowledgeable about

the nursing program eharacter1sf1cs The counselor group was more know-
.eageabie than the o»soc1ate degree students related to the mode1 characterm

istics of the nursing programs.

Hypothesis IV§ Students in the three»pregrams ahd communiiy college
counselors for these three programs will not agree in'their'eewceptéon,of '
the functions of the graduates of the vocationa19-asseciate degree, and
"baeca1aureate degree nursingsprograms as defined by a model, in regard to
‘type.of'nursjng cafe’given,.princip1e Tocation of the nursing care rendered,
Tevel of administration by the nurse, eligibility for licensing, route

for advancement and title used in referring to this graduate.

TIT
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‘The,hypothesis is supported by the.déta; with«a-vaiuevwhich'is
significant beyond the .05 level of éonfidence. Statistical.data were run
| by the Control Data Corporation (COC) 6400 computer at the University of
California, Berkeley, California, by the KruskaT-Wa]%is"H;testg with one-
, way‘ana1ysis_of variancé by ranks, Schefée's pqsﬁ_hoc comparisonsvwere
- used to distinguish differences between groups.

Items 2, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12, 16, 18, 20, 23, 25, 27, 28, 29; 30, 33
and 35 on "Comparing Vocations Questionnaire,".tomprise the hypothesis
model.  Ranks were aésigned to each of the three,questidnnaire respdnses,
with the correct response_having the highest'ranking, the’intermédfate
response having the middle ranking, and the Teast appropriate response

“having the lowest ranking. Table LII shows the mean rank obtained for

each of the four groups. P (Chi square greater thaﬁ»H) = .60379 supported .

the hypothesis,
Table LIIT shows the post hoc comparisons of mean ranks for the i

- four groups pertaining to perception of functioning of graduates in re-

Tation to a nursing mode]Q A éignificant difference was shown between the -

- vocational students and the associate degree students, with the associate
degree students being closer to the model, . A significént differenée was
shown between the associate degree students and the counse1ors,‘with'the
raséociaté degree_students being closer to the model. There was a lack of

significance between the baccalaureate degree students and the vocational

students, between the baccalaureate degree students and the associate. sy ..

- degree students, between the baccalaureate degree students and the counselors,
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and between the vocational students and the counselors. This indicated
that_the associate degree students pefceived'the functioning of
-nursﬁng graduates more in relation to the estabiished model than did thé
counselors or:the vocational students,

[tems 1, 3, 8, 30; and 14 on the»“ﬁomﬁaring Vbcations Question-
naire," were of a subjective nature and had the purpose. of obta1n1ng an
exprassion of favorableness of attitudes toward vocations for the voca-
tional, aésociate degree .and bacca1aureate degree nursing vocations.
Ranks were assigned with the vocational nurse highest, associate degree
nurse next, and thé-baccalaureate“degree nurse lowest in;rank; The
Friedman Rank Test was used as preliminary to preparation for the Kruskals
Wallis H-test, with one-way analysis of variance by ranks. Mean ranks |
are shown in Table LIV, differences were aot noted on quethonq other
than item 14, The rpeponsey'”1nvoivcs the largest number of pleasant = &,
Fasks ;" was unanimouSly chosen by all groUps; counselors, vocational
students, associate degree students,- and baccaiauredte degree students,»
-as being a phrase most true of the vocatlona] ‘nurse role,

- No significant differences were found:between the four groubs, in
the mean ranks of the subjective questions, as shown in Table LV,
Interviews |

The fo?1ow1ng presentation is made of data obta1ned from inter-
v?ews. These 1nferv1ews were used as a supplemenfary expTorat1on of
spécif1c-quest1on‘ in depth and also as. an external criterion to a1d in.

et ; g

evaluating questionnaire vatidity.
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o TABLE LIV
- FRIEDMAN RANK TEST MEAN RANK ON FAVORABLENESS OF VOCATIONAL,

ASSOCIATF DEGREE OR -BACCALAUREATE DEGREE NURSING
FOR ALL G{OUPS ‘

Ttem

No. ‘ R ‘ , ’ : Mean Rank

1 Provides the greatest amount o
-of personal satisfaction. A ' 2.52

3 Gives one the greatest amount o
of prestige. _ | S 2.52

'Requires the greatest amount
of intelligence. 2.52

o

10 -1Is the most highly respected | v 7 \
by the public. o 2.52

14 Involves the largest. number
- of pleasant tasks - 4.90

P{Chi-square greater than CHIRSQ) = CHIRSQ = 607.53 df = 4

- Rank correlation ratic = .673 R g p.L.00
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:An'aﬁafysis_of_data gathered in personal interviews was made.

A total of fortyQﬂine_ihterviews was made with five counselors from each

of the .three communi ty co11eges, five vocational nursing students from

‘each of the three'commuhity,COITeges, five associate»degree-studentslfrom,

“each of the three community colleges, and four nursing administrators of

-the'vocationa1 and associate dégree programs in the three community colleges.
After the obtaining of responses to the questions Tisted én the

interview inventory, and prior to asking the respondent if.there was

-~ anything.-he wanted to add, he was asked, "Do you feel you were able to

answer the questionnaire you took in an honest manner?“  This referred to

the anonymous questionnaire--either the student or counseTor*form-f

previously completed by the.respondent. AT but one.subject statedﬁthat E

honest answers had been given.. This,one_subject, d eounselokh-sﬁated:-

"1 just wrote in somethihg? like I do 6n all these questionnaires.”

Data obtained from personal interviews were coded intobthe_three
categdries“into which the responses tendéd_tO'cTuster:rPab?fﬁty",’
"interest", anc "1hvestment“; AbiTity" included both mééﬁfﬁg prerequisite
program requirements and statements related to student seTf«Cbnfidence in’
' their abiiity, "Interest" included such responsés as desfre o work closely
With the patfent, to supervise, function as a public health nurse, achieve-
ment of greater financiaﬁ gains, obtaining of prestige, and gréétér-knéw~‘

ledge. "investment" encompassed responses related to the»length of time, dis-
* tance to twaveiy'and financia1 investment the student was either able or -

willing to give.
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Fach student was asked'ifvShe waSvin-the.nursing_program of her
'choice and 1f not Qhat’She would have pfeferred. Each was a]so‘asked |
about any intention to change programs. Ten vocational students, and ten'
associate degreé students indicated that they were in the program of their
~choice, and five students from'each'qf thesé prograﬁs would haye-initia]]y
preferred'énother progfam.‘iFour of the vocatibna1 stﬁdents stated they
‘would have entered the associate degree program but lacked prerequisite
' cour%es, specffica11y chemiétry and aTgebra. These four voéationa]
students be11evedAthg.ga{n'in knowledge and confidenée obtained during the
_vocatioha]Unursihg_program would aid them in entering and comp]eting the"
associaté degree nu#sing program, The othervvocationa1 studgnt mentibnéd@
famf!y and children responsibilities aé prgventing'her entrairce into a
baccalaureate nursing program. Although ten vocational students taTkedraﬁl
Tength of their great satisfaction at being a bedsidévnufse, they aiso -
_ spoke‘of future}p}ans to advance to the associate degrée program to become
supervisors which would bevpositions away frdm the bédside of the patient.  .
- Five_associate-degree students who would have préferred a bacca;
laureate dagres prngram indicated that distance, family responsibilities
and the time invelved prevented this programvchoice. ATI but.one of the
five associate students spoke of either planning or considering the idea
of continuing their education.
| ‘In reply to the question "In your opinion, what is the reason a
student chooses vocational nursing?" four vocational students said it was
a lack of ability. Ten vocational students stated the reason was ihterest,

and one indicated the shorter investment of time was the reason. To this
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same>question associate'degree‘students,and COUHS@]OFS'WEP& in agrée-
ment in the,folTowing ways. Ten assoc1ate degree students and ten
counseTors said 1auk of ab111ty, three of each group sa1d 1nterest and
two of each grcup answered the time and‘money investment caused the
vocational program tb be more attractive., The ten counéeTors'that
answered lack of ability specified'thathack of confidence in attempting
the prerequisite subjects requiréd for the associate degree,program J
was‘a'major'factor._ The nursing program admﬁhistrators viewedVTaék
- of ébility, and the Tack of qUa1ificat10ns fo enter the associate
'degree program as being the chief factors in choice of this program;f

11 groups appeared to view ﬁhe studenté' assessment of her capabilities
’as‘the‘majqr_factgr as to whetﬁer she was capable of maStering a
certain curriéu?uv )
For the que st1on "In your op1nnon what 15 the reason a student
choeses associate degree nursing", six vocational students said the stu-
“dent was»%nterested'fn“being,é supervisor; and ine vocational s%udehté
.Sd1d the choice was beaause it was th“ short cét'time in-which one could

become a reg1sgyreu'nurspéf F*ve of Lhe associate degree students indica-

ted 1nt@rﬂst in heing ajkc asieréd§ﬁiése; Ten said the short time

1nvcs mfnf was a major factor in chozce Four counseidrs indicated the
_ student had ab171ﬁy to pursue this program, four tounserrs chose interest;
and seven saidvinvestmentfo? a short timevto become a registered nurse was
the'thiéf reason for the choice, ~The four nursing'adminiétrators said the

short time investment was a majer Tactor,
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| The_groupwaere asked "In your ppinion, what is the reason-a stu-
: deht chboseé.baccalaufeate degree'nurSing?" One vocational Studeht |
7an$wéréd that the studenf has'the ab11ity, thirteen vocational students
said:to gain prestige,'and one responded investment, 1ndicqting this would
be:a young student who had a 16t~0f time and financial means. A]] fif-
teen associate degree‘students said the reason woqu be prestige. Sik
counselors answefed that the student has abi]ity_to pufsue higher educa-
tion, while nine said this choice was because of the prestige associated -
with a degree. Four of thesé counselors mentioned they could tel].when'a
student entered the office if she“wou1d.be safisfied in vocatiohal nursing
~or baccalaureate degfee-nursing by her appearance;‘and‘speech. The four:
nursing admibistrators agreed the studént wanted a career and was more -
ﬁnterested in academic,aéhievement than work oriented? Overall, the
- majority.viewed the prestige of a baccalaureate degree as being the major
: factor‘in this choice, with -a smallier number‘seéing abi]jty aéfa factor. -
~A11-groups-appeared»toobe respondingwmore to the;educétibna1-]eve]'of the
general academic program than to the specific nursing occupational program.
Several of théiﬁdgaﬁieﬁa1 students-and associate degree students mentioned
}if they had a chiiﬁ:entéfing hursfﬁg that they.wdu1d encourage her to obtain
& bécca]a&reate degree. N |
"Why doés a student enter vocational nursing,‘then later enter the
associate degree nursing, rather than originé]]y entering associate degree
nursing?" was answered by all fifteeh'vocéfiona] students as being a gain
in confidence‘in their &bifity after being éuccessfui-{n the vocational

nursing program. Nine of the associate degree students agreed with this
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'statemeht. Two associate degree students ahd six counselors said interest
was the reasqn; thatEspecifica11y the student continued on educatinna11y
.tO'fu1f11]'herse!f..'Féuk'associate-degree students said‘interest'in
‘increasing status was the reason. Nine counsé]ors said'the vocational
nursihg student entering associate'degree nursing. had gained'confidénce
and‘gained inAabi11tyAto.achieve in thé program. A1l four nursing
adminiétratoré said a gain in conf{dence, coupled with more EXpérience,
Ted the student to believe she could be successfu] in thé associate degree
_hursing.program, | )
"why.doe%'a student enter associate dégree nursing, then 1ater
enter the ba<ca1auredte degree ﬁurs1ng, rather than or1g1na11y enterlng
bacra1aureate degree nurs1ng?” was asked, Four vocat 1@ﬁat sruﬂent sa:d'
_Lhat after rompsetlnq the associate degree program t e students would
knom they had the ab111ty for the baccal ureaue dﬂgre% program  The other
responseg were 1n the area of 1nterest four sald to gain prestige, ihrée
-said to make more money, and four said for purposes of self-fulfiliment.
Ten asscciate deg{ge students answered that the student gain5~conf1dehce
in her ab'i"?.'i_.ty5 1{ké%,the nursing field, and wants tobgo on. " Four assoc-
ia%e degree students fesponded that an interest in public health nursing
was the reaéon, and one safd to make_moke money. S$ix counselors responded
~ that the stude ’ arned of enher fields after she was in the nurs1no
program, six said to.deveiop ner potgnt1a1, one said the student learned

- that she had-made a mistake, and two said they cou?d make this financia1

e B3

investment after they had worked a while. One of the nur51ng adm1n1s+ra«
' iows said the. student possibly‘had been rejected»initia11y by the bacca-

laureate program, and was -now attempting to -enter her area of initial
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~ choice, two said that”the_student.may'hot initially have known of other
fields for which the baccalaureate degree was a_reqUTrement. The other .

~nursing administrator said the chief reason was the financial investment,

and either after working awhile, or by having the regiétered nurse title,
the student was eligible for loans which would allow a continuation of
her educatibh. o | |

The fnterviews were surprising in that almost»evéry,subject dis-
cusééd the students' appra%sa1 of her own confidence, or lack of confi--
dence, as beihg a chief factor in program selection, or in advancement to
another program. | |

The nursing administrators were interviewed to secure information

“about recruitment and selection of students. A recruitment need was not

seen to exist at.any of the three community colleges, as each administrator”.
stated there was a 1ong'wa1ting Tist of applicants. .The high school
counseltor was not Seen as helping with recruitment, however, he was fur-

nished informatiqn from the colleges about the nursing programs. At all

~of the colleges the counseling department referred students to the

nursing departments for career information, however, at one of the colleges

a specific counselor was assigned to interview prospective applicants, and.

counsel nursing students. A1l colleges had an Admissions Committee for

. each program that participated‘in final studént selection,

Interview results showed the respondents gave honest answers to.-
the questionnaires previously given, with one exception. Responses ob-
tained on career choice appeared to ctuster into the three areas of

“ability", "interest" and "investment". Individual studentsvquke of
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Future plans to progress upward in the nursing oducat1on f’e1d - Mention

was - not made that Lhe vacab!ona1 and assor1ate degree: nursing programs

were terminal. Most frequent d1scu°s10n about upward mob111ty revolved

arbund the students' feeling of confidence in her ab111ty
SUMﬂARY

This chapter has presented data analyzed using nbn-parametric

‘techniques obtained from three instruments: student questionnaire,

CUunseTor-questionnaire and Compar1ng Vocations Quest1onna1re Inter-
view. Rchedule Jesults. were. d1scusood

‘The hypotheses were tested for differences among the students in V;ﬁ.
the three programs in age, educational: level of the father; fami1yfincomé,’@A
standﬁngzin.hfgh\sthoql.gradn&tiﬁg class, in the forces having the
mdst‘influence.toward%seieﬁting nursing as an occupation, and in reasons ..
for program choice, A chi square,comparison was'made‘supporting-ail
the hypotheses with the exception of those forces haying-the most infly- -
ence upun the students’ selection'of nuréing as an occupation. .

In analyzing the data obtained with the Comparing Vocations

Questionnaire, the researcher, with the aid of the Control Data Corpora-

- tion Comnuters considered the data by the one way analysis of variance
~ design, and the Schefre multiple pos hoc- comparisons. -Differences were
distinguishable- brtween the groups dnd ‘the model pertaining to perception

of characteristics of the nurswnq.proqrams,.wlth the baccalaureaté degree

students closer to the model than the vocational students and. associate.
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ﬂdegree students. The'counselor group was c]qser to the model than - S

~the associate degree students. Perceptions of all the groups in_re]ation

to a model of the functioning of program graduates‘wgre'obtained“.The

~associate degree students were closer to a model than the counselor group

and the vocational student group. Subjective questions related to

favorableness of vocational nursing, associate degree nursing, and

baccalaureate degree nursing showed only one statisticaT]y important

- finding: all four participating groUps choose the response that7vocationf

al nursing was the vocation involving the greatest number of pleasant

tasks.

Also presented in this chapter, according to.frequency of response,
were data obtained by the interview method. »The'findings=weré supple- =

mental, with the major finding being the degree to which the students

- feeling of confidence affected her career choice. "Career choice appeared
‘not to be related to the nursing field as an entity, but to the educa-

~ tional level of vocational or professional preparation. -

The last chapter of this report will present the summary, and

~conclusions based upon the investigation. = Also pfesented will be the

“recommendations for further research.in the areas related to this

research.

T s
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CHAPTER. V

SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

~The purpose of the following section of this report is to present fv

a condensed statement of the problém followed by the conclusion, and

-~ recommendations for further study.

- Statement of the Problem'

The problem under investigation in this study was to determine

whether (1) community college counselors, (2) vocational nursing students,

(3) associate degree nursing students, and (4) baccalaureate degree

nursing students differ in their perceptions of (a) reasons for student

selection of nursing and for choice of different programs, and (b) whethey

the above groups differfin'perceptioh of functioning of tha graduates of¥f

different programs, -as related to (c) a model of these positions.

‘Methodology

This study compared the percepticns of four groups; counselors,

associate degree nursing students, and vocational nursing students in

v'thkee-random?yrse?écted community-colleges and-baccalaureate degree nurs-

ing students in two randomly selected universities, as defined by a model.

~Statistical measures were made and the hypotheses that any differences
: zbetweéﬁfthgf‘ggsures for the groups could arise by chance was tested. The

basic data used in the study were collected by administering questionnaires

to esch subject. In addition, interview data from counselors, students,

and admiﬂistéatorS'of nursing programs, to determine influences effecting
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the students vocational program cho1ce were e!1c1ted The respondents

in each major categery number@d counselors, Thwrty—e1ght vocational
students, n1nety-n1ne*'as ociate - degree students, one hundred and th1rty
two; and Daccalauveafe degree nursing students, seventy-six.

To prove the stated hypotheses; a model was ccnstructed of the

-characteristics of the different nursing programs and a model made of

the different nursing functions in accordance with the»stafed position of
the American Nursing Association, and the Ca]ifornia League for Nursing.
This analog model was constructed from these nursing organizatidna1
statements and from 1ega1 standards, describing the d1fferences in ednf

ucational programs, as -well as the proposed functTOPtnq upon graduation: -

of the vocat10na1.nurs1ng, associate degree nurSTng; and baccalaureate

degree nursing graduate.
~The curvent study has answered certain-questiens about perception

of four groups in student selection of nursing programs and .choice and
v : N .

~functioning of program graduates as related to a nursing model. The

perception of community college counselovs, vocational nursing students,

- associate degree nursing students and baccalaureate degree nursing students, .

were.differént, as related to a nursing model. Career choice information

does not appear completely clear to students and counselors. To expedite

student selection of careers, more systematic methods of disseminating clear.

and comprehensive information to those working with prospective students of

Various conclusions and recommendations were drawn from this study

in terms relative to the hypotheses and limitatjons stated {n-Chapter I

P

of this report,
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“II. CONCLUSIONS

The following are the conclusions from this study related to each
hypothesis of this study:_ |

1. Students in the three programs wil1'differ in_age; educational

~Tevel of father, family 1ncome; and standing in high school graduating class, !

The data from this study clearly support this hypothesis, the chi
square values are significant beyond the .05 level, .The vocational |

nursing student body was the older group. The baccalaureate group was the

- younger, while the_associgte‘degreé group. was closer in age to that of

the vocational student group. The vocational student group had fathers:

 with the Teast amount of education. Furthermore one~third of this group

had'fami1y incomes -of less than $6,000 aqnual!y. 3tightly over one-

half of the bacca?aureate degree group also had fathers who. had completed - .
college, and this‘group had the greatest percentage with higher family
income. The associate-degree group appeared te be,the most heteroge-

neous, ranging from higher educational levels for the fathers to those.

with the Towest Ievels; This range was seen fn{high school graduating

class rank as forty per cent of the graduatesAwere in the top quarter,

and 9 per cent were in’the bottom quarter. The baccalaureate group

-aid nOt have any students listed in the bottom quarter of the high school

graduating class,. The vocational student group. had some non~high school

graduates. This group also had the largest number of students that-z .

had-been in the bottom half of their high school graduating class.

2. Students-in the three programs wi]?fdiffer in their subjec-
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ftive'eva1uatioh of -the forces having the most influence on the se]éctibn,

of nursing as an occUpatioh,,and in the selection of ihe particular pro-
gkam.
The hypothesis was not supported in;the_case.of'the forces having

the most influence upon the students toward selection of nursing as an

‘occupation. Counselors viewed the high school and college counselors as

- being a more important influence upon the student's career choice than

did thé students, who viewed the counselor's inf1uencevas.minima1; Majov" -
influence upon her in her'choicevof.nufsing as a career’was'idehtified
by the majority of the\students as being her own decision.

The hypothesis was supported in the case of ‘the siudents"reasoné '
For program choice with treatment of the data by the chi square test in ¢

which values were significant above the .05 Tevel. From five responses

1isted.as reasons for program choice, the students were asked. to rate.. -

influences as first, second and third in 1mportan¢e in selecting the,type

-.of program in-which they were presently enrolled, Each individual could

“?fiVé;responses'one time only. The wocational students

chose, in rahkfbrder‘f iostito least the three reasons for program

{1) "type of program best prepares me for what I want to do," (2)

"eost o @rag%ﬁm best suited my financial resources,® and (3) "I could

meet the admission requirements,” The associate degree students ranked

~ the three,reascns~from most to feast important as, (1) “cost of program

- best suited my financia]'resburces,".(2) ”typg'of_program which best.- ..

prepares me for what I want to do," and (3) "cost of program-best suited

my financial resources,” The baccalaureate degree students ranked the
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three reasons according to figst,-second_énd third chpice as (1) "type of‘.
lﬁrogfém_best'prepares:me for»whaf,l want to do," {2) “epportunity for a
college experience,” and (3) "6pportUnfty to earn chTege credit."
The bac§a1aureafe degree student appeared‘more interested in the

- college opportunity than did~ﬁhé'chatioha1 student or the associate degree

student. The vocational sthdéht $é§hng¢cncerned with meeting the admission
requirementsband the cost of fhe‘pfogéam; while the assofiate degree student
‘was concerned w:th the program cost. The vocat10na1 student and the bacc-
alaureate .degree student both had as their first: roncern the program ochfove

in accordance w1th what they wanted to do. Data obtained by the interview

— method indicated to what degree the subgect s confidence affected career?r
choice. Career choice aopeared het to be reldted to the nursing f1e]d as:
_an enu1ty, uut to the Tevel of vacac1ora! or career ﬁveoara11on An exampTa
© would be the dsscr1dte degree stude nt 11m1ted by distance, cost, or family
-»respcnsibiTities from obtaining tne baccalaureate degree.

VStudehts»and,communitylec??egevcounselorsrinlthe"three*programs

wf?i:nof agree in fheir'pprcépﬁibns of characteristics of nursing programs
r@iatea to a nursing model 1n regard to cost, Tength of educational tlme,
diffncultv of prerequ1sxte subgacts and difficulty of curriculum.

| ~Tiis statement 1is supported_by the data which showed that these
d%fferencescwere significant beyond the .05 Tevel. In ke]ation to

the model, the’baccalaureate;dégreévnursing students weré significanf1y

closer than the -associate degree students or the vocational student;;ggndjgw¥ .

</ ‘the counselors closer than the associate degree students. There-was a lack of
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significance between the associate degree students and the vocational.

»students.' N0’significant difference was found between the bac¢a1aureaté

1 UL e £ ) |l

~degree studénts\and the counselors, or between the vocationai-studeﬁts
and the counséidrs. The baccalaureate degree students wefe move in
.agreement with the staﬁed characteristics of the three nuréing programs
than the vocational students and the associate degree §tudents. The
counselor group was ‘more khowlédgeab]e than the associate degree

students about the characteristics of the three nursing programs. .

4. Students and communnty PoTlege LounseTOrs in the three

programs w11! not agree in. their perceptions of the functions of
the graduates of nursing programs re1ated_to a nursing mode]» in regard

to type of nursing care rendeved, principle location of the nursing care 3.

given, Tevel of on by the nurse, eligibility for Ticensing,

route for advancemen _aantitle used in referring to this graduate.
The sfaﬁémehﬁfi? Subported.by the data, which showed that these

differences were uavn1f1canf bavond thﬁ .05 Tevel. A significant difference

- was shown butwren Lhe vouan1owai cﬁudentq and associate deqree students,
with the as 3”anue dacrp ftudpr being closer to the model. A signi-
o ficant difference vias shown'betweenfbhe associate degree students and the

counselors, with the associate degree students being closer to the model.

There vas a lack of significance between the baccalaureate degree students
and the associate degree students, between the baccalaureate degree students

~and the counselors, and between the vocational students and the counselors.

=
=
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- The associate degree students perceived the functioning of the nursing
'"graduate more in relation to the established'American Nursihg ASsociation

- andACaTifornia League for Nursing position, than did the counselors or:

the vocational students.
‘EII. RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STUDY

Recomnendations for further action on the basis of this study
are as follows:
(1) Study the value of different orientation approaches concern1ng

the »haracter1ﬁt1cs of nurs1nq programq and the ro]e of the qraduatps of

«tﬁe.d1fferenh nurszng programs

{2) Study cf existing types of information about the d1fferent
nursing programs being lesem1nated to prospect1ve students and counse}or%;
paktitu}arly within the community.go11ege. v |

(3)  Favorable consideration'should be‘given by nursingveducatorﬁ,ﬂ
to methods of providihg within nursjng education pkograms a continuum
more conducive to efficiént‘upward'mobi1ity. |

(4) Study shou]d“befmade_of the degree of se]f-confideﬁce'expressed

by;the'student, and its relationship'td her nursing program selection,

{5) Determine if greater dissemination of nursing program information -

would aid the community coliege counselor, or if his heed for nursing

~ information is.no greatér than for any.other occupational field,




T B

B3 o0 IRIRLOM 1 ¢ (LIATRA [ Ao flkiH 0 SRR O[S

SENRE T e S

IR s

BIBLIOGRAPHY

USSR A Tt B e S ST R B R

P AR e e e e o




i) et el

31158 HURH FI) R SURNAR

BIBLIOGRAPHY

A. BOOKS

'Andereoh Bernice E. Nursing Education in Community Junior Co]]eges

B Ph1lade1ph1a J. B. Lippincott Co., "1966.

 Barnes, Fred P. Research for- the Practitioner in Education. AWashingtoh:.

National Education Association, 1964,

Bixler, R. W. and Genevieve Bixler. Administration for Nursing Education

in a Period of Transition. New York: G. P. Putnam Sons, 1954.

Borg, Walter R. Educational Research. New York: David McKay Co., Inc.,
1967. ‘ '

Bridgman, Margaret. Co]]eg1ate Education for Nurs1ng " New York:
Russell Sage Foundatqon, 1953.:

_ Byrne, Richard Hill. 'The School Counselor. Boston: Houghton Mifflin

Co., 1963.

Edwards, Allen L. Statistical Methods for the Behavioral Sciences. New -
York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1961. S

-,Eng11sh -Horace B, and Ava C. Fnglish. A Comprehensive Dictionary of ;I

¢Lholog1ca1 and Psychoanalyt1ca] Terms. New York: David McKay
Co. » Inc., 1958.

Fenninger, Leonard D. “Education in the Hea1th Professions," Nursing
Outlook, 16:4, April, 1968.

Fields, Ralph R. The Commun1ty ro]iege Movement. New York: McGraw-.
Hill Book Co., Inc., 1J62

Fox, David J., Lorraine K. Diamond, and Nadia Jacobowsky, Career Decisions .

and Prore331ona1 Expectations of Nursing Students. New York: Bureau
of- Pub]1cai1ons, feachera College, Columbia University, 1961.

. , and Ruth C. Walsh, "Satisfying and Stressful Situations
“in Barwe Programs in Nurs1nq Education. Vol. I. New York: Institute
of Research and Service in Nursing Education, Teachers CoT]ege,
Co1umb1a University, 1961.

Good, Carter V., and Douglas E. Scates. Methods of Resedrch New York:
Appleton-Century~Crofts, Inc., ]954

Guenther, William C. Analysis of Yariance. New Jersey, Prentice-Hall,
Inc., 1964, ' .




el o

e 2 ke Rt il a1

SURE D NS HILLE FIN) REEE S | )

14

‘Guilford J. P. Fundampnta? Stat1st1cs in Psychology and’ Educat1on

New York McGraw- H11] Book Co., 1965.

Hi11,-Joseph ‘E. and August Kerber. “Models, Methods and Ané?ytica]
Procedures in Education Research. Detroit: Wayne State University

Press, 1967.

| Jahoda, M., M. Deutch and S. W. Cook. Research Methods in Social

Relations.  New York: The Dryden Press, 195T.

‘Kelly, Cordelia W. Dimensions of Professional Nursing. New York:

MacMillan Co., 1968.

Kerlinger, Fred N Foundations of Behavioral Research. New York:
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, “Inc., 1964.

Lesnik, Milton J., and Bernice E. Anderson. Nursing Practice and the

Law. Philadelphia: J. ‘B. Lippincott Co., 1955.

Levy, Sheldon G. ;nferent1a1 Stat|§t1cs in the Behav1ora1 Sciences.
~ New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1968.

McConnel, T. R. A General Pattern for American Public Higher
Education. New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co.

McDaniel, Henry B. with G. A. Shaftel. Guidance in Lhe Modern School.
. New York: -Holt, R.nehart and Winston, 1956.

McGlothlin, William J. Patterns gj_Profess1onal Education. New York:
G. P. Putnam Sons, 1960, . '

Meredith, William M. Basic Mathematical and Statistical Tables for
~ Psychclogy and Education. New York: McGraw Hill Book Co., 1967.

Mi]ler,’Ruperf G., Jdr. S1mu1+anbous Stat1st1ca] Inference. New York:
McGraw Hill Boox Co., 1960.

Montag, M11dr9d L. Community College tdu<af104 for Nurs1nq New York:
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., 1959. :

Peatman, John Gray. Descr1pt1ve and Sampling Statistics. New York:
Harper & Brother“ Publishers, ]947

' Roberts,:Ma“y M. American Nursing, History and Int@rpretat1on New

York:: The MacM11£an Ce., 1961,

Robson, R.-A. H., Socioiogical chtors AfFect1ng_Recru1tment into the
Nursing Profession Ottawa, Canada: Royal Commission on Health
Services, Queen's Printer, 1967. ' _




142

Rummel, Francis. An Introduct1on to Research Procedures in Educatlon
' New York:. Harper % Brothers, 1958,

‘Shertzer, Bruce and~5he11ey C. Stone Fundamenta]s of Counseling.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., ]968

chac b LnEalldl LI R . L RGN L L LR L L s it

Siege],-Sidney Noaparametric Stat1st1cs for the Behav1ora! Sciences.
New York: McGraw-Hill Co., Inc., 1956.

Taylor, Calvin W., and Helen Nahm, et al., Selection and Recru1tment
of Nurses and Nursing Students: A Review of Research Studies and
- Practices. University of Utah Press, 1966.

Wallis W. A]]en and Harry V. Roberts. Statxst1cs A New Approach
G];ncoe I111no1s The Free Press, 1956,

5]
K

" B. MISCELLANEOUS

b b L

American Nurses'-Association, Statement of Functions of the Licensed
Practical Nurse. -New York: American Nurses’ Association, 1964,
Pamphlet; American Nurses' Association First Position on Education
for Nursing, American Journal of Nursing, Vol. 6%:12, December,
1965,

American Nurses' Aoso"1af1on, "Facts About Nursing, A Statistical
Summary," New York: American Nurses'Association, 1968.

_ , "First Position on Education for Nursing," American Journal of
Nursing, Vol. 65:12, December, 1965.

Brooks, Beatrice R. "A Comparison of Student Pfofi]es,“ Nursing ﬁor1d,
137:18-21, 24~27, 28-30, May, June, July, 1960.

Board of Nursing Education and Nurse Registration. Laws Relating to
Nursing Education - Licensure - Practice - with Rules and
Regulations. California: State of California Department of
Professional and VCCQLTO”)! Standards, 1968 {pamphlet).

, "Upward Mobility in Nursing," Mnmordndum to Pre-Service
) " Basic Programs in Nursing, Sacramnnto Ca11forn1a January 9,
| - 1968 (mimeographed). :

Board of Vocational Nurse and Pcych1atr1u Technician Exam1n9rs, Vocatlonal

Nursing Practice Act, California: State of California Department ef
Professional and Vocat1ona1 Standards, 1969 (pamph]et)

o , Rules and Requlations ~ Vocaulonal Nurses. - California: State
of Fa1lforn1a lDepartment of Professional and Vocational Standards,
- 1969. (pamnhlﬂt)




LA

143
_California, California Statistical Abstract, 10th £d., 1969.

California League for Nursing, “Nursing Educat1on Programs in Calj forn1a,
' San Francisco: CNA (pamphlet)..

~California League for Nurs1ng; "Nurs1ng Education'Programs‘in Ca]ifornia,“
- Committee on Careers in Nursing, 1966, (pamphlet).

kDU L TR ] R M SRR [V LI

- California State Department of Education, California Associate in Arts
Nursing Project, Part II, Third Annual Report to the W. K. Kellogg
s - Foundation 1960 - 1962. Sacramento:'Ca]ifornia Department of -
: Education. ' ‘

Cly, dJean F. "What School Counselors Know About Nurs1ng,“ Tar Heel Nurse,
Vol. 30 4, December, 1968. . ’

 Dineen, Mary A. "Current Trends 1in CoT]eg1ate Nurs1ng Educat1on,
' Nursing Outlook 17:8, August, 1969.

LR R LU SR L ENT R M )

- Dustan, Laura Corbin. “Characteristics of Students in Three Types'of
Nursing Education Programs." Unpublished Doctor's d1ssertat1on,
Up1ver01ty of California, Berke1ey, April, 1964,

~ Essential Content in Baccalaureate Programs in Nursing, Co]orado ‘Western
Interstate Commission for Higher Educat1on 1967

- Hardy,. MargareL Brown “Trpndo in. Nursing Educat1on," American Journa]
of Nur51_g} 68:4, April, 1968.

j Harris, Virginia J. "Th1s I Be11eve About Pract1ca1 Nurs1ng Educat10n,
‘ Nursing Outiook. 7:6, June, 1969

Klemer, Margaret G. “The Counselor's Image of the Nursing Student,"
Nursing Outlook. 12:10, October, 1964.

,Lindstrom,vRizpah Ma “Student Survival in a Collegiate Basic Nursing
Program." Unpuhithed Doctor s d1s<ertat1on, Stanford Un1vers1ty,
- September, 1961,

- MOdtth Junior College, Reglstrar s 0ff1ce personal 1nterv1ew, February
% s 1970.

- "Modesto Memo" compnled by the Research Department, Greater Modesto
Chamber. of -Commerce, 1970. (pamphlet)..

National League for Nurs1ng, "Educational Preparation for Nurs1ng ~-1968,"
Nursing Outlook, Vol. 17:9, September, 1969. .

- Nurses for a Growing Nation. New York: National League'for Nursing, 1957.




1l )

1
=|
=
B

144

Orzach, L.-H. "Occupational Impress1ons, Occupat1ona1 Preferences -and
.~ -Residence: Persconnel Guidance Journal, 38:5, January, 1960.

Sacramento City Co]]ege, Reg1strar s 0f‘1ce personal 1nterv1ew, -
February 13, 1970.

. San Joaquin De]ta Co]1ege, RegISLrar s 0ff1te personal 1nterv1ew,

February 13, 1970.

"Standard Industr1a1 Survey Repnrt " prepared by the Sacramento Metro-
p011tan Chamber of Commerce, 1970.

"The Stockton Ca11forn1a Story" compiled by the Research Department
- Greater Stockton Chamber of Commerce, not dated, (pamphiet).

“Tate, Barbara L. and Lucille Knopf. "Nurs1ng Studentszho'Are They?"

American Journa1 of Nursing, 65:9, September, 1965.

Today and Tomorrow in Western Nursing. Colorado: Western Interstate

.Commqu1on for Higher Education, April, 1966.

u. S. Department of Health, Educat1on and Welfare Pub11c Health Service, -

Nurse Training Act of 1964, Program Review Report - Washington:
GOVernment Pr1nt1ng Off1ce, 196/ :

U s. Department of Labor, Manpower Adm1n1strat1on, Professional and

-Supporting. Personnel, A reprint from the 1967 Manpower Report
Washington hovernment Printing Office, 1967.

U. S. Public Heaith Service, Toward Quality in Nurs1ng, Report of the

‘Surgeon General's Consultant Group on Nursing. (Pub No. 992).
Washington: Government Printing Office, 1963,




fetisl

(RSB B R b1 BB 11 Ean T el R

L L= L g

APPENDIXES




APPENDIX A

W S RO AL T L

1 N e | . | s e atdng o o (T age & SN

A A L o o T T T e T e g



dbilh <

A A A A LI AU S s R S B 2 LE

147
APPENDIX A

LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL TO UNIVERSITY STUDENTS
January 23, 1970
Dear'Miés_A

This is a busy tiite of the year, and you are probably knee-deep
in work. However, would you please fill out the enclosed questionnaire

“pertaining to the vocational roles of levels of nurses. Preliminary

studies have shown that it takes less than twen;y minutes to fill it
out effectively. A stamped, addressed enve]epe is enclosed for your.
convenience.

The purpose of the study is to obtain percept1ons as related to
the American Nursing Associations' position on nursing education from

 students and counselors in various college level finstitutions; which

might provide guidelines for helping make this determination abeut
ie\els, and also lead Lo action.

This study is be1ng conducted under the d1rec+1on of Dr. M

- Dale Arvey, Dr. Cedric W. Dempsey, Dr. W. Preston Gleason, Dean J. Marc

Jantzen, and Dr. Helmut H. Riemer, of the University of the Pacific.

v A1l of the other groups that were randomly selected are having
these questionnaires administered.in a classroom group or staff meeting,
and full response will be obtained. I plead with you to participate
in order that complete class response related to the position paper is
obtained. As an alumni of the University of California Medical Centpr,

‘T believe your response related to the position paper is vital. 1

would be most pleased if you would fill out and return the questionnaire

immediately following this reading.

Thank you very much.
| Very éincere]y,
* MARCY PAYNE, R.N.
Instructor, Health Sciences
- San Joaqu1n Delta College
Stockton,. Ca11forn1a 9o207
MP/bc

Encl.: 1




SRS

O O O s

I

© APPENDIX B




APPENDIX B

FOLLOW-UP LETTER TO UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Februavy 12, 1970

Dear Miss

, Recently I sent you a questnonna1re concerning your percept1on of
~ the roles of levels of nursing. Your questionnaire has nol yet been
= returned, perhaps due -to some error or oversigh it was overlooked.

T am particularly anxious to obtain a suff1c1ent percentage of
‘response from your class at the University .of California Medical Center.
As future leaders in nursing, chiefly responsible for establishing po11cy

in nurs1ng fields, your perception of the occupational differences in .
‘roles is extreme]y important, and I would Tike a-significant number of
returns to show your perception. The other ten groups surveyed have
returned all questionnaires. ‘

If you could complete your questionnaire and drop it-in the mail
to me, I would be grateful. If by any chance, you nave misplaced the
questionnaire and need another, will you please so indicate on the margin .
of this letter-and send it back to me. If you do not wish to fill.out .
the questionnaire, will you please ment1on this on the bottom of th1s
letter and mail it back to me.

Sincerely,

MARCY PAYNE :
Instructor, Health Sciences Division
San Joaquin Delta College
- Stockton, California

Return to:
Miss Marcy Payne
- Research Project
2108 Lucille Avenue
Stockton, California, 95207

eldinba i dianda,
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INTERVIEW INSTRUMENT
ADMINISTRATOR OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE SCHOOL OF NURSING

STUDENT CHOICE:

(1) Chief reason student chooses Vocational Nursing:

(2) Chief reason student chooses Associate Deqree Nuréing’
(3) Chief reason student chooscs Baccalaureate Degree Nurs1ng
(4) The reason a YN enters.ADN program instead of enLer1ng-the ADN .

. program initially

. (5).The reason an ADN enters BDN pfogram'instead of entering the BDN

program initially o - ’ .

COUNSELING PRACTICES AT THIS SCHOOL:

(1) CounseTling department: » : SR

UN: ADN: BDN:

(2) Nursing department: : ’
: YN: ADN: ' BDN:

RECRUITMENT POLICIES:

(1) TIs there a need?

(2) If so, how? L1terature, 1ectures, hosp1fa1 v1s1ts, career days

(3) Is this by request -, or is initiative taken by college_

(4) How much does the high school counse]or help with recru1tment? “How?
VN: :
ADN:

SELECTION PROCEDURES:
For the past class entering, estimate by percentages.

(1) Number of inguiries received concerning entrance: VN:-  ADN:
(2) Number of official applications: v CVUN:  ADN:
(3) Number of applicants accepted by school: -~ VN: ADN:
(4) Number of applicants rejected by school: . VN: ADN:
(5) Reasons for rejection by category: :
' (a) Academic:. - VN: . ADN:
“(b) Health: e UN:  ADNi e
(c) "Personality?” VN:  ADN:

(d) Other: . VN: . ADN:
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(6) To whom does ‘the applicant apply at this college? VN:

: ADN:
(7) Who considers the application: = VN:
ADN:
(8) If there is an adm1ss1ons comm1ttee number of members and t1t1es
VN:

ADN: '
. Is the Director of Nurs1ng on this Committee ? Does she have
" veto power 2 Who is most closely involved with 1nterv1ew1ng
~and selection ?

Is a meeting held to Jeiect all app11cants or for those cases
where lack of agreement exists?

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION OF APPLICANTS:.

(1) .Are there certain characteristics such as: (a) academic performance,
(b) health, and (c) "personality"? v
(a) Academic performance: Apart from Tlegal minimal standards are

~ there others? 3
What criteria for rejection?
VN: o

ADN:
(b) Health: What criteria for rejection?
VN: '

ADN: -
(¢) "Persona11ty What criteria for rejection?

ADN:
RESULTS OF SELECTION PROCEDURES:

(T) Number of applicants rejected in relation to those admitted.
VN: o S

ADN:- ‘

(2) Number of applicants adm1t+ed below the established standards. (identify
VN: , criteria that applicant is below).
ADN:

OPINIONS BY DIRECTORS

(1) In your opinion does the nursing profession feel a need for raising
standards. of admission, or of Towering standards of admission?
VN g

ADN:
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~{2) Are there any expected actions by this school related to e1ther
raising or Towering adm1ss1on standards? .
VN: :

. ADN: ' '
(3) To give an 0vera11 eva]uat1on of the quality of the students who
‘were admitted to this school under the existing selection procedure.
would you indicate the proportion of students who have been accep~
ted who the director wishes had not been accepted based upon thelr
subsequence performance in this -school (estimate percentage of
- total). o '
VN: -

-ADN:
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COUNSELOR QUESTIONNAIRE.

1. Identification Number

(Leave blank)

Name of College
K (Leave biank) v
3. Presently counseling: ‘A Full-time
: B Part-time
4. Sex: A Male ‘ :
' B Female

MOST OF THE QUESTIONS CAN BE ANSWERED BY- MAKING AN ENTRY IN THE APPRO-

PRIATE SPACE. 'PLEASE ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS TO THE BEST OF YOUR ABILITY.

5, Into which of the fo11ow1ng age groups do you fall?

A 20 to 30
- B __31 to 40
C - 41 or older.

For questions 6 up to 20, in your judgment, the most influential factor

in student choice of these occupations as a career was: (Place an A in front
‘of the category indicating the most influence, a B in front of the category:.
second in influence and a C in front of the category third in influence.)

Choice of VOCATIONAL NURSING:

6 Close family members

7. ~_High school counselor

8. Friends who are nurses or nursing students
g = -

0

Community college counselor

Other which is not listed

Choice of ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSING:
11. ' Close family members
12, ___High school counselor
13. Friends who are nurses or nursing students
14, Community co]]ege counseior '
15. " Other which is not listed

Choice of BACCALAUREATE DEGREE NURSING:
16. - Close family members
17. High school counselor
18. Friends who are nurses or nursing students .
19. Community college counselor . e e

.20, A Other which is not Tisted
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0f these factors, in your Judgment what three reasons were most jmpor-
tant in the selection of the occupat1ona1 program {i.e. vocational
nursing, associate degree nursing, or transfer baccalaureate program in -

‘nursing) din which these students are now enrolied. (Please mark A before

the reason most important, Mark B before the reascn socond in 1mportance,
and. mark C before the reason third in importance.

STUDENTS IN VOCATIONAL NURSING PROGRAM

21, Cost of program best suited student's f1nanc1al resources.
22. ____Type of program which best prepares student for what she
“wanted to do.
23. ~ Opportunity for a college experience.
24, " Qpportunity to earn credit toward a college degree or
- certificate..
25. . -Student could meet the adm1551on requirements.
’v_STUDFNTS IN ASSOCIATE DEGREE PROGRAM:
26.__ . Cost of program bast suited student S f1nanc1a1 resources.
27. ____Type of program which best prepares student for what she
o wanted to do.
28, Opportunity for a co]]ege experience,
29. _____Opportunity to earn credit toward a college d@gree or
o certificate.
30, _Student could meat the admission requ1rement

STUDENTS _IN BACCALAUREATE:DEGREE NURSING PROGRAM:

3. Cost of program best suited student's financial resources,
32. " Type of program wh1ch best preparcs student for what she
' wanted to do.
33. Opportunity for a co]lege experience.
34, " Opportunity to earn credit toward a college degree or
certificate. _

35.  Student could meet the admission requirements.

o
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'STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

1. Ident1f1cat1on Number ' B
: (leave blank)

(Leave blank)

2. Name of College

. 3.. Program in Nursing: A . Associate Degree Nursing
. B ~ Vocational Nursing
C —___Baccalaureate Degree Nursing
4,  Semester in this School: -
A First
B "~ Second
C_ Third
D Fourth ‘
- E More than . fourth
5. Sex: A Male
B Female

This is not a test and there are no right or wrong answers. The questions
.-can be answered by making a mark in the appropriate space. Please follow .
the instructions and answer all questions to the best of your ability. .
A11 information on individuais will be h eld in strict confidence and will
in no way influence your standing or your progress in your school.

-t ot g m h s e Bt S W e £ @ T W A m WY R e T G PR A A8 AR TS T EA B A T R A A W M S e N e e L) G W ) 2L OB D R e D W PR S SN TG SN WD G O K gy M DN A e

6. Whai are the number of hours per week you work for self- support7

A 16 hours or less
B 16 to 30
C 30 hours or more

T L,

7. Into.which of thewf011owihg.age groups ‘do you fall?

A 29 or under
B -39 or under
C_ 49 or under
D 50 and above
8. MWhat is your race:
A Negro
B lWhite
€ Oriental
D Mexican-American
B Other

9. What is your marital status?
A __Single
B "~ Married

C___.___ Divorced, separated or widowed
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Do. you have children:

A Yes

B No-
Number of children:

A . None
B~ One

C__ ~_Two
D Three

£ Four or more

Are you a high school graduaua?
A Yes .

A_B___;_;__“No

What was the last grade you comp]eted7
A ___8th grade or less

B 9th

C___ . -10th

D " 11th

E_  completed 12th grade

Which one of these phra;es mest nearly decrv1bes the achoc1 from

~which you graduated?

A ___Large public schoo’ (1 000 and more qudentg)
B Small public school (fewer than 1,000 3tudents)
C v Pr;vate school

To the best of your knowledge, what was your academic rank in your
high school graduating class? ,

A Top-guarter
B . Top half
C __Bottom half

Which of the'fol10wing courses or areas of study did you enjoy the
most in high school?

A Science courses
B“_m__;w““Mafhemaiics courses
C _English courses

~ Physical education courses
_Others wh1ch are not listed

Did you enter this school of nursing d1recn1y after graduat1on from school?
A Yes

B No

et S e

If rhe answer is NO did you attend one of the fo110w1ng types of schools

between high school graduation and enroT]ment in this school of nurb1ng?

A . Vocational nursing program
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Hosp1ta1 (d1p1oma) nursing program

- _Jdunior college (Assoc1ate degree) nursing program

" Junior college non-nursing program ,
“Have not attended any type of school between h1gh school
and present program. . :

mooOo |

If you earned a certificate, or degree, what was it?
A Vocational Nursing credential

B —____Associate in Arts: Degree

C__ Baccalaureate Degree

D ~__Did not receive a credential or degree

How much formal education did your father have?
8th grade or less -

12th grade or less

technical school

_some college

~__ finished college

7 : .
MO, O W,

What is the approximate net income of your 1mmed1ate fam11y7 (Your
parents if you are not married; you and your husband if you are
married?)
A Less than $6 000
B $7,000 to $10,000
- C $11,000 to $15,000
D over $15,000
E Don't know

If you have any close relatives (immed1ate family, grandparents, auhts,_
uncles or first cousins) in the following occupations please spec1fy
occupation(s). (Check as many as apply) | _

Nursing (Reg1stered)
Nursing (Vocat1ona1)
Nurses Aide
Med1c1ne

e st

" laboratory techn1c1ans)

At what age did you definitely decide to study nurs1ng?
A __In grammar school

B " In adolescence

C_ Between ages 18 and 21

D~ Age 2l or after

Before dec1d1ng on your present career cho1re d1d you ever seriously
consider any other occupation?
A __Yes

B No
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29. If the asnwer is Yes which one of the fo]]OW1ng occupations would
have been your first choice?
A Vocational nursing
B - Associate Degree nursing
C_- Baccalaureate degree nurs1ng
D ~_Teaching
E “Associated Medical or dental serv1ces, such as (X-ray,
]aboratory technicians)

Who or what was the most influential in your choice of nursing as a
career? (Place an A in front of the category 1nd1cat1ng the most
influence, a B in front of the category second in influence and a

C in front of the category third in influence.) :

30. _ Close family members

31, High school counselor '
32. ~_Friends who are nurses or nursing students _
33. —_Community colliege counselor

34. " Own decision '

35. Did you reCeive specific help in making your career choice from a
high school counselor?
A Yes
B ___No
36. D1d you receive spec1f1c help in making your career choice from a
‘collage counselor?
A __Yes
B No

How important were the following reasons in your selection of nursing as.
your career choice?
Mark either A, B, C or D on line 29, 30, 31 or 32:
Mark A if not important
Mark B if only slightly important -
Mark C if important
~Mark D if extremely important

37.  General interest in and liking for peop1e
38.. _____interest in the med1ca1 field

39. worthy use of one's life

40, " interest in keeping people well

41. Are you presently satisfied with your vocat1ona] ch01ce7
not satisfied ‘ . |
“slightly satisfied ‘ ' - ' _ A

B
¢ satisfied
D
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If the asnwer to the above quest1on was not sat1sf1ed or s11ght]y '

- satisfied, do you plan to:

A ___Continue with your present program
B ~ Drop out of school entirely
- C. Transfer to a different school
D ____Transfer to another program in your own school

thaf three reasons were most important in the selection of the occupa--

tional program (VN, ADN, BDN) in which you are enrolled? (Place an A

~in front of the category indicating the most 1mportant a B in front

of the category second in importance and a C in front of the categery
third in importance.)

_Cost of program best suited my financial resources
“Type of program which best prepares me for what I want to do
Opportunity for a college experience

I could meet the admission requirements

If you had to choose ‘over again would you still pick the type of
program and school you are now in?

A Yes

B~ No

If the answer is No which one type wou'ld you choose7
i\___ﬂ__ﬂuwyocat1ona] nursing program
B ~__Associate Degree program in nursing

C_ " Diploma (Hospital) Nursing program

D Baccalaureate (Four year program) in a state college -

E_ _Baccalaureate (Five year program) in a un1vers1ty school

If money and location of the program were not 1mp0rtant which of the
following would you choose? :

A Vocational nursing program :
B -~ Associate Degree program in nursing
C_ Diploma (hosp1ta1§ Nursing program

Baccalaureate (Four year program) in a state college

Bacca]aureate (Five Year program) in a university schoo]

Do yocu plan to work as a nurse fo]1OW1ng graduation from your present
program?

If you plan to work, which type of nursing activity do you now think
you will select for your first position after graduation?

A staff nursing in a general hospital

B_____Private duty nursing

_Nursing in a hosp1ta1 for the mentally i1l
 Nursing in a nursing home (geriatric pat1ents)

£ Head nurse in a hospital

Opportunity to earn credit toward a college degree or certificate
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If you could se1ect‘theitype of nursing activity that appeals to-you most

-~ for your first position after graduation, regardless of your educational

preparation, which one of the f011ow1ng would you choose? (Consider 53 and
54 as one quest1on)

53,

" Nursing in a nursing home (ger1atr1c patients)
~_Operating room nursing
- Head nurse in a hospital
Teacher. in a school of nursing

l

1

.A - ____§taff nurse in a general hospital
B ~Private duty nursing
C____ Office nursing (doctor's off1ce)
- D _PubTic health nursing
- E "~ Schootl nursing {public school system) or 1ndustr1a1 nurs1ng
54, A Nursing in a hospltal for the mentally i1l
B
- C
D
E

As you think about your future as a nurse what type of position would you
Tike to have eventually? Select one. (Consider 55 and 56 as one question.)}

55. A Hospital staff nurse
' B__ - Hospital Head nurse
C ~_Hospital nursing service administrator
D PubTic health nurse
E ~—_PubTic health nursing supervisor
56. A____ Nurse in a doctor's cffice-
B ~__Private duty nurse '
C_ School nurse (public school system) or industrial nurse
D Teacher 1in a school of nursing ‘
E D1rector of a school of nursing
57. Do you p]an o go on in school after finishing your present’ stud1es? :
- A “Yes
B No

If the answer is Yes, what do you plan to go on to: (Consider 58 and
59 as one queJt1oﬁ7—
58. A Associate program with a major in nursing

B __Associate _program with a maaor in another f1eld
C
D Four or five year co]]ege with a major in another field
E ____Master's program with a maJor in nursing
59. A - Master's program with a major in another field
B

Adu1t educat1on courses for genera] interest.

60. If you plan to cont1nue your education how soon do you plan to start
’ after completion of your present program?

A :Within a year of graduation
B_______Within three years of graduation’
c —_Within five years of graduation
D Within ten years of graduation

E __Indefinite
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* COMPARING VOCATIONS QUESTIONNAIRE

VOCATIONAL NURSE (VN)
ASSOCIATE DEGREE NURSE (ADN)
BACCALAUREATE DEGREE NURSE (BDN)

These are all nursing practitioners with different educational prebaration.
Please indicate which vocation makes the statement "True." GIVE ONLY ONE-
- ANSWER TO EACH QUESTION, BUT DON'T SKIP ANY.

Mark A if Vocationé] Nursing is seen to make the statement True.

Mark B if Associate Degree Nursing is seen to make the statement True.
Mark C if Baccalaursate Degree Nursing is seen to make the statement True.
A B C .

VN ADN BDN 1. provides the greatest amount of personal satisfaction.

VN ADN BDN 2. -is not qua11f19d to do manager1a] or supervisory jobs
_ ' on nursing units.
VN ADN BDN 3. gives one the greatest amount of nrest1qe.
VN ADN BDN 4. has the least expensive program of preparation.
VN ADN BDN 5. 1involves the least difficult subJecfs in the preparat1on G
par1od '
VN ADN BDN 6. is the founaation for teach1ng -
VN ADN BDN 7. renders direct patient care in complex nursing situations

v requiring rursing judgments.
VN ADN BDN 8. requ1res the greatest amount of intelligence,
VN ADN BDN 9. gives the best opportun1t1es to hon positions of
. ‘ authority.
VN ADN" BDN 10. 1is the most highly respected by the public.
VN ADN BBN 11. provides the greatest opportunity to have responsibility..
VN ADN BDN 12. the graduate is qua11f1ed to assist reg1stered nurses
with complex nurswng care.
YN ADN BDN 13. requires 12 to 18 months of study.
VN ADN BDN 14. 1dinvolves the largest number of pleasant tasks

VN ADN BDN “15. involves the shortest period of- educat1on beyond high school,

YN ADN BDN 16. ds referred to as a "technical nurse.

VN ADN BDN 17. +the graduate is gualified to give nursing care under super-

visicn of the registered nurse or physician in simple
, nuy s1nq situations.
VN ADN BDN 18. provides the greatest financial rewards.
VN ADH BDN 19. involves the most difficult subjects in the preparat1on
: period.

VN ADBN- BDN 2C. gives the basic preparation for public health nurs1ng
VN ADN BDN 21. requires about two years of study.
VN ADN BDN 22. 1is most scientific in knowledge required.
VN -ADN BDN 23. gives nuralnq care 1in any location.

YN ADN BDN 24. is taught in a community co11eqe or adult education center.

VN ADN BDN 25. vrecognizes the individual's need for instruction related

to health needs and takes action to provide the instruction,

VN ADN BDN 26. 1is taught only in the community college.
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is the basic preparat1on for graduate study.
directs and guides team members with 1ess exper1ence and
education.

is the foundation for research.

is not qua11f1ed to function without . reg1stered nurse
Juperv1s1on or supervision of a physician.

requires the greatest amount of educational preparatlon..
requires 4 or 5 years of college study.

the graduate is to give nursing care primarily of a-

\phySIQal nature and not instructional.
s taught in state college -or university.

is e11g1b1e for appo1ntment as a comm1ss1oned off1cer
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COUNSELOR INTERVIEW INVENTORY

PERCEPTION OF PROGRAMS:

(1)

(2)

(3).

In your opinion, what is the reason a student chooses:

~(a) Vocational nursing

(b) Associate Degree Nursing

(c) Baccalaureate Degree‘Nursing

Why does a student enter vocational nursing, then later enter

- the associate degree nursing, rather than originally entering

associate degree nursing?

Why does a student enter associate degree nursing, then later
enter the baccalaursgate degree nursing, rather than or1g1na1]y
entering baccalaureate degree nursnng7
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STUDENT INTERVIEW INVENTORY

STUDENT CHOICE:

1) Are you in the nursing program of your choice? -

2) If not, what would you have preferred?

(
(
(3) Why are you not in your pkeferred program?
(

4) Do you intend to change to that program?

~ PERCEPTION OF PROGRAMS :

{1) In your opinion, what is the reason a student chooses:
{a) Vocational nursing
(b)  Associate Degree Nursing
(c) Baccalaureate Degree Nursing
(2) Why does a student enter vocational nursing, then later enter
~ the associate degree nursing, rather than originally entering
associate degree nursing? . '
(3) Why does a student enter associate degree nursing, then later

enter the baccalaureate degree nursing, rather than originally
-entering baccalaureate degree nursing? o
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