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CPREFACE

The youth of America should be acgueinted with Lhe
history, the development snd the ideals of'dur ﬁation,

They should know under what corditions our nation had

its birth; whot problems rave beset it; and how they hove
been solved. They should kaow éomething of our:preﬂent
problems, and such knowledge can be-built cnly upen an
understandiﬁg of th@ paStQ ‘T_ey should know the facts of
our nationfs-histdry, of whiCh.they should be proud;

| Not only is this true of our ﬁ*tion, but it ig just
és true of.our state and our immadilte.locality. It fes
been ﬁy purpose to gathér together some of the intefesting

]

facts of Tuolumne County's history snd present them in o

form guitable for the use of high Schqol.pupils. I trust

v
i .

that all who read thes pages will he ingpired with snoop

2

precistion of and a greater revereince for the forefether

of ' Tuolumne County,

Frank C, Coates
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CHAPTER I
TUOLUMKE COUNTY

Tuolumne

Oh, the California Counties ' = -
Are scatbtered far and wide.

HSome lie by snow-crowned summits
Some kiegs the ebbing tide.

 im_ matanjaTe A B AP T T

\‘CJ..L..L.G}(U’ - —

S@'meis_l_@‘d"o THSUNNY
Lome house the fir and plhe.
But take them all in alJ L Say--

Tuclumne for mine.

Some count the lore off acres
Lush with harvest gold. B
Some claim the sess; some count the bre:ze,
‘The finest charm they hold. .
But let them hoigst fdme 3 banner
' To reéach perfectionle test--
ilght here today I wwnt to say
Tuolumne?'s the best,

Nowhere will you find finer
The touch of Grandure's might.
Nowhere the days are brightér
"No fairer dreams the night, _ . -
And nowhere elsz upon the earth : ' ' -
The trees are QUlte =0 fine-- - o o
You take your choice,.but liear my voice--
Tuolumne for mine. :

Tuolumne County is today, and wes Irom the wfrllami
time, one of the most interesting and romentic syots'in .
California. It was one of the original twenty-ceven

Ccountlzs of the stote, as organized in 185D,

Size : o —
At thet time it was much laorger than it is now and

L H 5 T. Fee, Written especially for the fonorn Banner,
P blished Auguut 2, 1922, :
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exténded from.fhe summi£'0f the:Coast Bénge ard south of
San Joaquin Coﬁnty eastward to~the_summit'of the Slerra
Nevada Range. It included all of what is now Tuolumne
County, Staniélaus County; and ﬁarts of btherfbounties. _
Its deqcription as 1t was lald out by the Senate Committee
on Countleo follows. |

ucb_ktVTﬁ_cgunfv of Igglg@ggl Begimming on the summit of
the Cozst Range, at the southwest cormer of--Sar-Joaguln
County, and following in an easterly airection the south~
ern boundary of said county to the summit of tne_Sierra_
Nevada; thence in a northeasterly dlrection following the
summit of the Sierra Nevada to the dividing ridge between
the Tuolumne and Merced Rivers, thence following the top
of said ridge down to the plains 2t a point equaily dis- -

tant between the saild rivers, thence in a direct line to -
the San Joaguin River to a point seven miles below the

mouth of the Merced River, thence up near the mliddle of
the San Joaguin River to the mouth of the Merced River,
thence in a southwest direction to the summit of the
Coast Range and thence in a northwesterly direction fol-
lowing the summit of said range, to the vlace of begin-
ning. The seat of justice 'shall be the town of Stewart,
formerly Sonorian Camp. _

This act, first dividing'thefstatefinto counties,

was pﬂssed Februpry 18, . 1850, and designated tne old

'uoaorian Camu as Lne seat of Justlce, Ienamlng it btpwart.

However, two months 1ater,'a new act changed it again to

- ) [
Sonora.”

Orlgln of" Name_'
Authorltles are in confllct as to the orlgln or
1 Heport of the Senate Committee on Countlps, publlshpd
in the Stockton xgmeo, Maxch £0, 1850,
2 Statutes, 1850, 63, 26B.
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meaning of the word "Tuolumne.® It :ppears to be unoues-

-

fordn

tionsbly of Indian origin and ks been given several
Lararebstlions,  One authority S Ays it means "The land of
sountain lions®, the Indisns kv ving ramed 1t o after. one
o ite lesding charscteristics, Another cays it refercs
Lo the many nrotruding, jaggéd rocks which ere Lhe chief
characteristics of much of the terri?ory;

Accordlng to the Calilforniszs Bluc Boox, the word 15 = T

corruntion of the Indlan word, "Ial-ma-ls-we,” meening
"mapy stone houges or caves,® tihwe wving o mesning simi-

£ e o
JCE AN R -L'E\f"

e

Lar to "Shaste, bubt in snother tongue. Thers
ot of early date bearing thig out: "Tuolumne is ¢ cor-

rtintion of the Indian word 'Talmalame? “chh giznifine =

slngter of gtone wigwama,n L. ~The authenticity of tiisr sioto-

{

went is doubtful, as the Indions of this reglon never duelt

1

in stone houses or caves, bub constructeda thair teoness o2

Tpochuns" of 1imbhs and bark. fnother suggestion i that

e mawe wos derived from the vord, "tel-s-iz-me®, o name

v
[

vrowhich the Indians on both sidec of the Stenlsleus we
notn.  The ilrut three syllables, Wtel-z-la®, was tue
wae of o gort of soup mede of ground up acornsg anc. - ater,

Cpier, with "aoc-pah¥, s mixture of the same moterials of

P osome copsicstency of cold musl, weg the compon food of

e Indlsng Congidering the shunisnce of tne scorng ond

aelkhon ]1.1‘171.:‘.9 Mey 18, 1829,

-
L 3
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that. thp Inm1an ware called "Tel-a-la-me:", thie eXplﬁn

netion seems the more satisfactory.

nelling of the Name
In the ea rly deys there was fome veristion in the
spelling of the word. The_olo town of Tuolumne {on the

river of thot name), from its foundlng until towara the

end of the year_1850, was'spelled Ioalome more often

-fhn any ofher way in nevs J.temq ind adverticements of

the Etookign Tlmeg Toward the micdle of that yeor, the
following rueqtion fopeared

Cuery l~—Can any of our readors give any informutton TES

necting bhe word "Tuolumnen? FEhich of the following is

correcht? Toalomu, Tuolame, Tuolumne, Toulumne, Touzlome,

'Twalame,ifuolawme, Toulawme, Twalculme, Twuolawme, Tuou-

loumme?

Woodq'Crossinﬁ
Th@ hlStOTV of Tuolumne Lounsy ropprlv comucnces
thh Tho ddte of its dlscovevy by the Americans, early

in 1848, at vnlch_tlme a party of PY&lsueluh¢ ns ccn@ to

~woode Ureel, They were_the'vanguard of.tbat uhpreceéented

wave of immigration that brought throngs of gola seskers : -
snd adventurers to the gold Tields of the Southern iines.

They named the creek whilch they hod discovered Woods Creek

after their leader, the Rev. Jamf~ WOO@@* Jemes buvage,

1 ztackton Timeg, U=y 4, 1850,



1

_J. H. Rider, and-Chéfles Bassett vers also éf this pafty.l
They were in geareh of the famour El Dorado, znd camped on.
the creek one evenihg, A few mirutes prospecting bhie nert
norning, bhefore bre ng comp, ylelded éuch promisinqireﬂ

turns thot they decided to remsir and mine. There reing

tuara l croseing over the creek vhere they hed mede canp,

tras—fdrst—ebtlemcnt became known s lood Cros ing News

of the rich strike spread rapidly and an incrensing number

L= R}

P of immigrants turncd their steps this WAY

Sonora

The next settlement was made by a party of Sonorisn
Mericons who pushed up woods Creek about four miles beyond
g - woods Crossing and located Campo Sonoreno or '“Honorian

. n) . 1
Comp.t® This camn wos mede up entirely of Mericans until

ﬁ’obnblv the sprir; of l849 when the first Anericans ar-
rived. The exact ‘ate of their arrivel is deubtful, thoush

ig

tre weight of PVlcanﬂn places it as early as 1849, Neither

; clear as to #ho vwere sctually the first Amervicans,

wut 1t 1s well esteblished that a Mr. Keeler and L. &. Eom

i

vare amone the first. Keeler entered upon sgriculbursl

I s

) sursuits on lond lster occupied by Messrs. Turner, Clorik,
- ! :
1

Johmson, Hensen, znd others.® Both the lonors and woods

I ol vnfr+ O Lﬂno, Higstory of Tolumne County, €alif.,, &.

vl .
" Iblu., e
7 -

Ibid., &,7.
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; Creelcs, wh ch f1low througl the town, =s well zs the tri-
; butary gul: heg, were fount to be immensely rich.s Tle gold

o Lo ERE Very o arse and the: claims ylelded many miggets

R R

Lghing f1om one to twenty pounds apilece, Githin & short

’1. ;§ time the pCQulﬁﬁion of Sorora wsg made up of peoglé From
‘::  € :almhst eVOr Y ciime. It wes & nondescfipt commanity, cos-
4ﬁ%ﬁ§4__¥4‘;ﬁﬁﬁﬁfifﬁﬁfiﬁ_fﬁ@f@?ﬁ‘éﬁe.: Likrthe netghberingcipgings ~
fg N it.chﬁld bnést Qf.manj mer and ﬁomen of The highest charoc-
ﬁ , _ o

L ter andé weny of the lowest,

Jamestown

i Lo

The next settlement, on %woods Creek, was mede in’

“hugust, 1848;”by George F. James, cdmmorly called Colonel

R TR e S B A TR

James, vho located four miles couthwest of Sonora. Here

he entered into extensive mining operatiosns, in the course

AT T

of whiCh.akvillagé was founded and called Jamestown.l TDe-

Rt

‘pocits of the precious metal in this vicinity were extreme~
%- 1y rich g ig shown by the stotement, since mede, that mors

- - gold ves taken from Wools Cresk than from any other creek

fg. of fte siza'in'Califorhian- ColqnéllJames was & lawyer end = -
% spcculator ﬁnd man-of -the-world who had come from San Fran-

-; cigcn, He:ﬁpent_a few dars at Vioods Crdssing,-then movead a

i Twile up stream where he located, Tradition has it thet he

4 'hwd ah inkerent abhorrence of work and helleved in letting C—

others ¢o the "hard grafi?, but worked his btrain overtime,

I Treocore . Eittell, History of Californic, III, 121.-
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Mamerican Camp_.

of lorwonsg

floment st Jamestowm, Judge TUttle

B

He weos entrrprialng to & degree that scon found him iden-

tified With numerous miningfventures scmé of‘whjch showed

lerge vrofits while cthers

i

hc 1u+tmr became the more nbuno nt mnd he found hlnﬂeli

enrailbd ha,mf ]ouuo 5. %hen-k

struggling under debts he cpulﬂ never hcwr o "square up",

_

e book the means of squaring ap used by mEny frsﬂzi 2 L=

ben it bQCcWL known t;at the "prlce of the community™
hﬂu "lit out", public 1n6ignation bocbmr 5 ﬂronovnced thot
a mowt ng wes held and the_name of the :lqce changeé to

Tné new. neme had a patriotlc:ring to

it, but wes too new and too long and ALi¢ not’ stick. The

miners preferred the old, shorter, more familiar nsme which
could be: corruoted to "Jlmiown” and so0 by unaninmous con-
s@nt thn_orlglnel nome was PﬁVlVFO and JamﬁCtovn 1t is to-

day, exceot to those who stlll dhorton 1# to nJimbown,n

Tuttletowm
Tfe Setﬁlement 1atéf knowﬂ as Tubtletown hegen its
histoﬁy :S_qumén Gulch:bécauéé of the fact'thét a company
' j@dlgettled'thére_im.ttk sirin of 1848.1
About thé time ColoneliJémes was beginning_theisét~__
. arrived a..EOPmOﬂAGUlCh-

Tnctend of putting up a clotn tent or Mewican Eemads or

L rheodore H, Bittell, History of Californis, ILI,
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nrush house &8 the others had dpne; he: bﬁi}t himself_a
log cabin. Though he was not tle firet to arrive, his
107 cobin wos the firet atteﬁmt'af a pfetentioué dwelling
rnd scemed like a pelace among its surroundings. This,

the first log cabin in the county, became the nucleus of

s village which, according to the custom of the bimes,

vey neme¢ Tuttletown, b

Jackass Gulch

Jacksss Gulch wos séttled_in the early summer of 1eag,
The story goes tk@t a Jjacksss strayed aﬁay from Mormon
Gulehs  The owner set out to sesrceh for it an@_fiﬁally
Found it = mile or s=o up the river and near whﬁt 1e now
known ng Robinéou’s Ferry, in a'gulch'at the fool of n
zteep hill, down Which,it.had.fallen. Heﬂce the inclegont
NONG TAS apﬁlied to the hill and guleh. In finding.the
jocksss the:owﬁer aisb fdund'rich.deposité ol coarse pla-
per zold. 'Manj rich pocket mines WG?@IIOCat@d in the
guléh.an& the.hi}i, and this region at once took renk a:
heing among thé.very'riqhest of the digginzs., Major Means
end hie brother toék %l0,000 froﬁ,a claim'of.;OC gguare
feet. They also discovered-on their cleim o quarﬁz-veiﬂ
whnich ran tWO-thiI'.dS of its We‘ight in_gol.d. AMI’. Carring-
ton feund a vein which paid from ilOO.to @SOO e day for

L perbert 0. Lang, History of Tuolupne Co., Calif., 3;°
San Francisco Bulletin, COctober., 1857,
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'-@moloyed e large mimber of Indians of'thé heighborhood and

7ears by simply pounding the mock in & morter.t

Big Oak Flat

Big Oak Flat, about eighteen miled south of Sonora,

o5 g0 named because of the enormous oak tres growing

there. It was first located by James D. Ezvage who sterted

wining there in 1849, This is the same James L. Sovege who

dlecovered the famous Yosemite Valley not far gviay. cavege . T

0ld them in blankets and provisions and in protection a--
zainst. the encroachment of the whites. He had been one of

the narty, Wh@-with Rev, James Woods, had =ettied Woods

_GTOSEihg_inﬁ1848;-1He nad developed a facilitylfor dealing

with the Indidns'and'soon.bﬁiltjup.a Very-lucrative 5usi~

nes s ss'émployer and Supplief;of:thﬁir,want*; The'deposit$ 

of gold ét Big Dak Flat Were;iﬁ-a_béd”of gra#el'from twb.tc'- ‘

tr@ntf féet-deép on & bedrOck‘bf gf&nite.' . _  o
B Quarrél aTdse between one Fose, a Texan, and Lotariog.

‘n Tndisn Chisf, in which Rose stabbed Loturio to desth,

The Indians fetaliated, sbodting Rose with ﬁheir arTovs.,

The ﬁhites-thereupon atféckedqthe Indiahs;and killed @

wumber of them, Relations between the Indisns and whites

hnchmo very strained, Whereupoa SaVage.patChed (V53] the dif;

ficnlty rnd moved away with most of the Inclans to a point

Y Berbert 0. Lang, History of Tuologne Coantv.'Célif., L



thnmr un in the meuntains.l

'CQlumbié
Columbia, thé "Gem of the SoutherﬂIMiﬁes“ wa.s the-
lorgest and Drobably the most internvthg of all the townﬂ.
of early Tuolumne_county. It is lo:ated four miles north

of Sonora.' Gold was first dizcover :d there in Mbrch, 1850,

T
¥
A

and at once 1t became celpbrate fow the oytent and r1ch~
ness of its deposits. .There ere ot least two verslons of

its discovery. One story 1s tth t e uiscovery was made

by a'party of-Mexic&ns_fram.&antiag) Hlll_about a mile

northwest. Their OperatiOHS were observad by a party of

Americans, 1nclu01ng Dr. Thaddeus Hildrcth. hic brothpr

George hilor@th, ahd John Walker, William Joneo, and Almyu.i

snder Carson. Being told that thé Dlace Wo.S rich, they'
rt vyaed to try their luck and founa it rich beyond their-
oxpectetlons. They returnca homc for SUDDlleS to 1ast for
reveral weeks cnd then came back to thelr 01ocofery Whlch
fhey'nﬁﬁlcalled "Hiidréﬁh‘s Dlgﬁlngs.

Another story?is'thatgthé scme grouy of Amevlcans en-

cnmped one night under'@n oslk tree thnt stood'On what is

10 -

N Hain Street. A heavy rain-had'fallen during the.night3:

sad cile they were remalnlna in camp the next mornlag to

Sreoont their blnnketu, AN a?lkpr progp@cted in a little

F?

tonoukces of the PiCLfLC Slope, 3E& '
Certert 0. Lo ng, HLSt. of- Tuolumre Co., Calif., 54 55.




+ they bave V151ted thle execeedingly rich "digglnﬂq" and

Wgulch.lé :ding up Jo wht is now known as Kenaebec Hill.
The res ults were o sn ouraclng that the'party deqldedrto:
%3@nd the-day in \vamiwxnp the nc1ghborhood. 'Thé qésﬁlt

. wa's that they 1ovtted v this point. | . ..7.

| Thus there Lll ever be the . oueqtlon as to whether it

was divcoverpd by Mevlcans or Americ ns, but it is certdin

tbm1 hnfh>EP 1can. ,nd=Americmus_@er mlnimg there from the

: very first, However, Juring the fixjt few éavs it was

omotﬂmeﬁ called "Hlldroth'“ Diogln{ﬂ" from the Hildreth

;brotherm, the sunoo%ec dlscovermrs, qnd oometlmes "American

:7Gampn from thpir nqtlonality.;;  s

The followinv Ltem ppeared in the tdckton;Times of

'Aprll 7 1850

Amerlcan Camp (Four Miles above uonorg)' _ '_'1 ff ¥H{}f

Our akent, Mr McKlernan, kindly informs us: that

Cthat ‘they have seen upvards of sixteen ounces washgd.Out
of one ﬁen the labor of two hours; & lump of seven
poumd% was taken from the sgme- hole, whnph.they congidor
0 very. heat Llful apGClmen of QUartz ﬂnd gold,

Also on May . 11 1850 thp folIOW1ng éppeafédi,
o Golumbla clty |

Thl& ig the dname Wthh.hE& been given to o new C1ty
cituated ohout four miles above the town of Sonors and
rlready cﬁntpﬁnq 2 Uopulntion ﬂf 5,000 pnrsons.

L Herbert O. Lwng, Hl t. of fuolumno Co., qulf., 083 ."faf 7  f?—
 Heckdorn and Filson, Buq1nesq Dlroctorv, 1&5-8. R




thraordlnary Digcovery.—-Mr Peter.Mah@nzof Sonora
informs ug that the present placer at Columbis City is not
less than three mliles sduare. - On Fridcy lsst a Mexican
found o lump of gold 1ying_near the gurface weighing four
pounde =nd seven ouncés, and he, MHr, Mohan, also hes in
his-ﬂo“u05ﬂ10n Tump- weighlnp seventeen ounces found neal
the same goot. Tho placer has been discovercd to be of
~evtreordinary depth. ThrOughout the whole depth, from : EEa
sin feet below the surface gold in grea 'ﬁbundunce hss been-w;_ ST
teken out from many holes, Miners- hﬁve heen taklng ouu from L
four to five pounds of gold- per doy.

On the "ch day of Apli] i850 the dlsfging were
formpElj nnmod Columbla by ] Major FdTanOTth, MEJor'uulllvan
nnafrf._t;.E.-Alefanaer1  Columbla demon”tr"ied one of Lhe

3

_vuicxcét andflargé it "rOnthu in the hLmtOry of’ mlninu tgwnSJ;

- the end of thﬁ followlng Aprll orilc £5 th*n AR Uqf5 9f_£ T
ter the ﬂL eovvry,-fhovp are SW1d to have been more Lb o
_riﬁ thousend gersoﬂs-lﬂgtheﬁne1Whhothoa 1 ang the uopul
tion.édoﬁ fenéhéé 15;000, Columb;a tbuc became the'secondf*”:”
1¥rgfsf city in the CLﬂte.;'There“is a fr-oitlon thrt 1n
llﬁﬁﬁ Columbi?flost_i movmment for Jocatin” tpe_statﬁ Canj-

101 thore bv Juht i”ﬂ votﬁs..-

s nnnﬁanze nf ite 1~rwencgé'nnx li elinees, 1t 15 'f.:jf. ;;
C?if tﬁsﬁ, soon. fLﬂP 1t“ fo Jﬂ(lng, t coataLnrd 109 Faro
fﬁ5yyl?ﬂ.TCtive ap@ration and 2 Uumban, cawlt 1 of between
f.nﬁtlifﬁ.ﬂﬁﬁ:a miilidn:aﬂd a half aollar* & |

| Ltothe ciose of'lBBﬁuihe town jﬁd_four béhks; thrée'

Corrrn eamponies, £6 produce StheS;_a= aloonn 7 bakerie$, . -

i-i;'f. quﬂ 'EistL_of Euolgmna C e GCa Jlf.,_l%G,



a printing office, o theatre;.é breW(ry,fchurchﬁs and
ilodges, = gchool ond an_amphiﬁheatre for beor and_bull 
Tights, four livery stﬁbles,.énd'abqﬁt QO”othér business
hous&s, o miiitnry drgani£3tion find ¢ tire depérfment.
.uurimg_thé.éprlﬁg snd nrly Sumrer after 1ts disco-

vetry, gold continucd to be talken oul ln Iarge quantitles,

L8 summer came on thefminers were Torced to carry thelr

dirt in socle fo thr utT cams ana'w(

1t in . rockers, Yot _._f e
,mamy.ﬁere ﬁb“o to o gh eut_fiVe.Q:.sjﬁ ounchs a.day by |
this lehorious Jvocoﬂs.  By midéummef the scaroitv'of

water hecameﬁcfitical and., bofore uLter as brouaht dovin

v in 1

3

roe “duﬁfltlﬂw by ditchGS-and flumes fromithﬁ ﬁlgﬂer
regidns'to éupUly the entire terfitbry, the min@rg were
“CCH‘{OMPG fn CLrTY thelr rmlu hotrlnﬁ rrsvrl down to
pJLﬂrf121ﬂ in cnrtk-”no Wash.lb out thore. There vere
often as momy B8 luO carts runnlng &t'the_qame'ﬁime. In

thile way the men éveraged frOm tén bto twenby dollars ¢

ingle cert of dirt

fn"\

dov, and there were lngtwmcéazwhere 3,

nodld cs bleh o8 S&,JJJ

Other Settle@eﬁfsl
_ther_imporﬁmnt oetfloq ﬂtu of t“o @arlw deys include
(nld Eprimé, # mile nbrthﬁéSt' ang pnrxnfflclu, three mileS'
south of Colﬁmbia; ”hlcb with Pine Log -u}\“'f Flat anﬁ

Locourecs of tihe Pocific Blope, Z7-38;
7. O. bLang, Bist. of Tuwolumne Co., Calif., 57-28.
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anmillzﬁlat nare on ﬂalumbi 's llmeuLOﬂm be 1t._-The¥Iale
o included @h nese Camp Jackson1ille;”Monte2um.' Poverty
CHill, flgerlue, uOUlﬁbYVlllé:-“nO ChFrokce, which were
.3*h“T o1 or neqr +he IunTuan Rchr, &S Were“also‘haw-
kig?s Bar, St@v@nfs Dar, Ind;an Bar, Téan-Baf3:Mofganfg‘

Bar, Don Pgﬁro}$'5ar, Roger's Bar, ahd‘twett'ﬂ Bﬂz, where ‘ﬁ'"

nimerous éﬁtémﬁtS ﬁeré mﬁde és:ﬁt'Jacksoivillefto turn the '
piver celde sb'és to mine tbe TlV”’bOd- | .
..Jﬂﬁkgﬂﬂﬁille e founded.in t e °prlng of i84§_by
Colonel ﬂim; Jaéks0n,‘ Bb:disbov@rdeGold‘whgre Sulli%an'S ;;
Cvnek fioms.intq.tﬁe Tﬁolumnélﬂife:. :Hé}ut'onée!built g N
_stofe'building'éqfss to be_réédy ty suppli’ the winers he.
 kﬁew-woﬁ1d sﬁémb@de ﬁo the ﬂéﬁ dig§ingS._ Jécksoh wo s pre;;
ceeded in this 1ocction,br_é-'an Lﬂmmd um1rt vho took no
ihtéreé;.iﬁ_minizg but t131nd the soii anﬂ-set out Fruit
trees.:-This.w§é ﬁhe first Qrchgrﬂ in Tuolumne Coﬁnty aﬁd.
thfuﬂrc beceme ynmwn'q .Spfiﬂﬁ Gardeﬁi |
Luring the‘°ummﬂr mdithu, uhrn the rlver.ﬁaﬁer %as
low, all the re Locnt“ turned to m;nlng the TLVETb@d
Vafious'attémpts were made to holo thc 'dt@# back_or dl?
et it.into otbor Channels, but the fresh@té Qnd floods

drove the mine 6rs ﬁat and (egtroyru thplr morh.-

1

Itnodore T. Hittell), Mistory of Csifformis, III, 120, -



The l*rgwct snd most exeenﬁive of ine %cfks wés;
attembt@d in 38 wnen 2} Lone dam’ w“s tn“own ccross the
Iuolumﬂﬂ Piver amd a cnna 2580 ieot lonw dug o ﬂiVert-
;the woter. Ju”t s 1t was belnﬂ ftnlphc a fresbet'swépt

evetythiﬁg avay.  Not disheartened'the promoters:conStruc—

i

ted o v

ng dam'and for e mh¢le took out OvVer & thousano

déllérs oodaya Fov a number of yee '§ tuﬁre‘itpr Lae;
-,built-lqg dams and were rlchly repald for thfLT efforts ‘li ‘i fU
-1Chineﬂe_C&mp, aboutie;ght~mlles_south.of GOﬁora,‘wds o
so‘naméé from thé”ghinese'Whorééﬁtled tbere._ Itfwas )

"wlccnr minin g town of Wary ﬂiggtngs" znd not o grest deal

CﬂUaC ba dmne:until 6itdhes5furﬁished arwleﬂtifUl'SuﬁDly:-

'Of Wﬁtﬁr Chlnece Camp'mttv cte d wost of the Mongollﬂn

pOUulnthﬂ of th¢g pCCthH and in a short. time 1t bccamo_ fj:,

Fhoip "little Peking.

Sprin fiold rn001vco its name from Lwo rpmﬂrcﬁble'

jale] d to TUn umgor Kndoﬂ's Pcnch gust hﬁﬁt

‘ofdelumbia...Onm'of the earl* founuerﬂ and realeent@ of

thefﬁléce Waé thc ontﬂrprLsinﬂ Dona Jo €fd V 1mameda, -'“ f‘""-ff+
ormowl? of Guaym”°,'uomor=. It appedx tLit Sme:a$S1S~ | |
ted the em”TLC s during LhF MQYlCrn Wax Fnd tims incurfl'f"

red the hoztilmtv o; tﬂe MexicaniGovernwent and-waé ob-

4

1ignd to reek sefety 1n San Francisco, Later she moved & i

1 Pesourccs' f tqa P'lelc mlODC: 08 | - ‘




Lo Lpr~n fL@1d 11 .e'she:hiféd ;Ol 3f hér éountry@én and
cﬁnﬁubﬁmﬁ o 1hr¢vxrﬂ buaiﬁ 5 .1 | |
ﬂ%wn'was'Tuolpmne County seﬁtieﬂ;n People came from
sll;pfrtw mf_thélﬁmrths'VTheyicﬁmﬁ_frdm the stateszvia
Cﬁéc'ﬂorn, Prmema,-and aér@as;ﬁr@ loing, P11 iﬂ-dll,
théy.maée ub a‘QDrtiqn of that‘fufgc ban@«~tﬂe pLonocrn

Gf e Leatl’

Tonld Godo thot we, Thntr Lhilaren were 68 they
Grent gouled, brave hearted and of dauntless will,
Ready to dare, responsive to the still ‘ :

© Compelling volce that celled thom night and-day

Fr"m this far Vesty Vher ~sleepln; grﬂwLn= S lay,

Piding her time. Houid: God we mew the
Ih'T ﬂ“‘UlSlt"lJ tormented them. gatil
 They stood up strong and resolubte to obey.

- God, nﬁkc'u* like them, worthy of them; sheke
Qur sculd with great deglres; our duvll eyes et
O some el ster w“ohu‘nupnchlrﬂ? lighb will wake
~ Us from our dresms, ond gulde o from this fen
07 gelfieh eoge, won by our fathe:'s sweat 'l

0%y Lift ous up-~bhe West -hag need of men.

e O

-
a—:J-'
}_5
! _.1
_:

Sehinson, The Vanishing Roce.




- CHIPTFR I
EARLY HINFRE AED. MTHING

Trus vers the early setbtlements mede 11 Tuolumne
Covnty, the urge in every cose belny Lhdecire for gold,

Oold. mon Ffoumd in rbunﬂﬁnée slomg-the coeeks, in the hore

sncoon the TlLo€d, Good forcune"‘ tcr‘ﬁ&Fairostwai%“thew_+—=¥m»w

Olggings. |

The.typiéal_prospector uéﬁaiiy.wore.a woolen shirt,
tréjsérs,'beavy'bOots,‘andfsldﬁch&hat,'1lleéthéf beiﬁ
carrying a plstol and o Bowle or butchef“knife..lﬁhen ﬁe
travelied on'foot"he'cafriéd a3roil'df blankets, La:knapQ.
gack, contulnlng Dork, beans, flour, salt, ﬁometlmes cof~
feg ahd tenm, a dish or two, a gold pan o Q}OVe& and |
sometimes a ﬁ‘ck.- If he‘w 5 lucky eNou h to have a pack
animel, he had 8 1 rger'und morﬂ varied Suﬂplf of provie
SlODE,-COOking utenSLls,'clgthlng, beddlng5 tools, etc.
When.several trave1éd togeﬁhef_With.pack animals they
off@n hqd a tent.l . _ | _ |

The 81mulest method of mlnlnv LEES with the pan. The
gold pLn was_a sheet_lron pan;w1th.sloplng sides 12 to
ig inéhes in diaﬁeter:and_thrée:or fbur_inchés.deéﬁd The
pan, with the éérth.to'be wéshed os held upder.water and

gltateﬂ hlth pecu¢1"r circular sobion which was calculated

1 Fheodore H. Hittell, HistOfy_éf Jelifornia, ITI, 46-47.
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tc'%aSh.the'lighter pertinle over the edges woille the-
"heaV1er ones settled tc the ‘ottom. Larger nuggets Were
‘plcked out as the washiag pr<ceeded, and the smaller
particles of geld' bein“ denvef.tken'the reck “ﬁere-col;
'-lected in the pen as th fine | result of the weshlng. In ..
prosyecting new grcund e p 1 Wes invariably used to

t the rlchness of t e dirt An experienced hqn _eo “ld;e;;;4} ﬁ{‘“

':'jthe gold was coarse, the pan With dispensed with and the'

save nearlv all the gol: end estlmate With accuracy how
much a body of eerth wo1ld yield.

In some ingtances, in very choice localities, where‘-

' gold.wes scooped ortpicked‘out pf creviees=W1th Spoons'-
"and knives. - | . | |
An 1m3rovement over the 3an for Washing the gold was - |
ethe rocker whlch.was 1ntroduced into California by Isaec
'Humphry, a-miner from Georglan- The rocker-resembled a |
| child’s cradle Wlth.rockers beneath, but With the lower
{'end left open.' A ‘hopper or - smeve Was fixed above the N :
uppér end. The ‘bottom . £ the hopper was3f plece of sheet ?"eii ;fﬁ
iron of rawhide ierfora=ed W11h ‘half 1nch‘holes. The earth “1'H :
.to Le vashed was placed in’ the hopper and the mhole then
?Ock@d from side to. side Whlle Water:wes poured in on top._..ff
_"Bars" of "rifflesh or cieats Weie”teCRed crossweyeeon'thEi

Pottam of the rocker and behind these the fine gold was

?1m?¢”n@e@, After Washipg-fer~a-While the gruvel and gold
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+hat had 10650@ beﬁ nd tbe rlffles were placed in a pén '
nd the gold ectruc ed by pgnnlng.] By thls me ns-more.‘
walth could be wthtd than bv the ?an alone, o
Wh@re there wa: much very fine gold, mercury (quick-
;11ver, ves "oded ciove the riffles or in' the pan. Slncé_,a'"
mercury has 3‘~reat-aff1nity fpr-golduit“gathered_éﬁd held

the fﬂner oartlcle . The @erqury;wasﬁlater vapofiéed~and

O e L S

When it bpcame necessarj to waph,larger_guantlties : :~*'f1f ; f§9’
;of ea rth the "long—*om" and "sluice" Were rosorted to.-

The lonw tom corsis%ad of 8 shallow trough of boardq not

‘l( S8 Lk@n fiftPen f(ot long, flfteen incbes Wide at the.'
3 upper end and incrpfsing in wldth at the 1omer end,_through R
which,? csntinuouo Lrpum of water wa kept flowlng. Edrth,

"vhnvolmd in at the vpper end, was carrlea alonE by the cur~ gl

  ;rcnu to BEAT . the 10 ‘er cnd where there was a Slﬂve or f 
."Tlﬂdl@.v A'mlner tcod here mlth.a pltch fork or shovcl
and tnrew-out the 1 rger %tones.j The finem~mater1als were
c“rrnaé through and f@ll in tlnj streama 1nto a shallow 8
box fltﬂ an open lo er pnd, but Wlth cleatu on the. bottom
Tike +?a rocker. T ae nwny tiny treama kept th@ cepmitq
“constently agite tpd,. he mud . and alrt Were weshed away
'nlﬂle.thé gold Was :aught by;ﬁhe cleatSa2 ;Thé=sluice:was
* CP’“L(L B. Turrlll lelforhla motes 155 'fheo..g;inhh*_ﬁf3  f  ?%_

son, Callif. and Orei,nr Sishts in - the Gold Liegiong, 164;.
Foo Gould Buffum, Six Mepthy in the Gold Mines, 50-52, ol

o I"lph E*ven (w. Lbﬂm), Goldnn Dreams and Leaaen Bcalltne
- ‘55 _ .



-a_51mllar but longer wooden trough.with.uufficient 1noli*

-’nution to 1naur@ thorough quhing of pr earth. Thne gold

waE capturco by means of cleals or rlffleu."
The pregence of -s0 much_free gald in thé gfavelé'of

ﬁhs gpgeks indicated‘that_it had:beer'washed there from

-higher'lsvels, and gove rise to ‘the cuppoqitlon that there

- were "fountain headﬁﬂ Tofthe pre ci-1~wmetaii_nn“5pots where
.V‘iﬁ coulo be g@thpred in unlimited qucntlties. Thi bellpf-
7 csuqed great restlesanesq among the niners, g0 much so that
:_Atbey were ra rely satisfled 1ong in one place 814 kept sear—
 ching for better locations. They weve thus in condition to
:3_li§ten-to almost aﬁy'étory.sbout new diSoovéries;'aﬁé the

7'm0re e;trsvagant trm story the Jqmore credence 1t reoeived.]

In time 1t became clear that thpre were no fountain

'heéds5 but tha 't the golc had been forced up Wlth quartd

b; VOlCDHlC actlon from lower levelc through flqouros in

other rock s and had qolldlfiod as puggetk, or sbeetg, or

,nr@cds, or grains mlxed w1th quartc._ Many veins were

'1ocated-at or near‘the ﬁplacer-dlggwngﬂ'ﬂ and many have

'hncn 1ocuted further up.- Ag the plccer dlgginws began

,Vto Ul v out," the minera turned more and. more to worklng
the veins., In places ‘the gold:qccurred-in largeqquantl—
- tles in "pOcketsﬁ'in_the quartz, Two richfpocket regions =

were Jackess Hill snd Sonora.
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Probably the greatest pooket mlne e er diqcovered S
llOS in the very heart of bonora and is called the “Big
'honanza." It has yielded a comfortable fortune to a

number of men._ It is loCateo on Pioty HilL wiuhin a. few

blocks of five chnrches.= It was firat worked by Chileans”

in 1651. ThBY took out a large amount of gold from hear f;;f{k e

the_surfece. Along in the 70‘5 the eIaim was oougl

James (. Divall Gharles Clark and JO”Eph Bray, Who"‘“

worked 1t for' years With little gain. Then one 6av they' e'f5

,truck a body of almost aolid gold. The next day they Bk
qh1ppod %160 ODO in gold to the San Frencisco Mint, and jfﬁ€i *j v
within a veek th@y hﬂd ShmPPed half a million. ‘$he.m1ne;j5?

hos Sane produced over two millions.'”eo'

_ Some Rlch.Strikee' , T _
In the early years of the hlstory of the county there; i13
were monv rlch.strlkes, both.placer and quartz. Three |

ment in three weeks took out %uQ OOO from.one hole 1n the

new c1rg1ngs et Golumbla besides one lump welghlng flve .'foJof%*
pounds .1 'A man washod three pounds of golo in half an.
¥our from earth in front of Colebrook g Bowllng Saloon

in bormon Guloh,g A new placer was dlsoovereé in Sonora

witel pald: from 16 to 100 dollars per oay. : Six_men in

“tocrton_rimes, May 4 1850._*

U oivtd., May 7, 1850,
¥ Ivic., Octoher 85, 16850,



the employ Of MT Pei r Mehen took out upwards of 16 oun-.:o,f-~"
ces from one-. hole in he town of Sonora.l Some ChlleanS'fﬁ”rhu
dug from the new plac r in Sonora one lump of free gold

weighing 156 ounces a d another weighing 113 ounces.z A

Mr Bours dismounte@ 1rom his mule to kiok off a piece

_of quortg with which tl ignlte 8 match to light his 01gar }ifooo ;

:ufiouno it stuoqea Wlbn,go¢u. ”T:efveij*rasften+inchosff7<
'vide and ran nearly 505 gold.-- Col C. K. GilleqPie dis—-«

.covered at the head of Jackass Gulch a- rich veln from the

o centor of Whioh he took 8 chnnk of free gold Worth %201 50, f;;

Qpe01mens from the veln assaying $10 to %?O per pound.%.

| Some Large Nuggets L '_

A nugget contalnlng 75 pounds wao_found by William STl
_Gulnao 2t Hoods Creek in 1846.5 In 1880, the next morn-o lfw”"w
“_in? after he- reached Am@rican Cam@ (Columbia), Captain oifff T
”_fnpnt went for a walk qnd picked up a nugget meighing s

e pounds._ In 1850 a 64 pound nugget vas foundoat So-_“o;§;j

hofsg .6

Stockton Zlmeg, I\Iovember 9, 1850
Ibid., November 16, 1850, ,”*”

St

C\]

Ihid.; January 22, 1851.;:f“ 
Ibid., January 25, 1851.; N‘J.,

ci

ALl welghts of gold are given in Troy welght.

(o]

Stockton Tlmes, March 55, ISSOa -""




“‘f—fuieeofereq—%betf:i_eont _edonnne g 1d then quartz.%ﬂ One'

| 28
A 95 ounce and a 66 ounce ragget were also found. 1In
_one week alone 50 nuggets weighing more than three pounds _
each were taken out at Sonora.l In 1851 a Mr. Wheaton found.f‘
a nugget worth nearly g5, OOO in Holden's garden in bonora.“
: In the same year another resideut, on taking an eerly Sundﬂy

morning walk among the hills, stubbed his toe on a rock and

morning a resident o f So nore, 1eadlng hlS mule up Washington
 qtreet, when attempting to remove. a stone from in front of
'nie cart Wheel founa 1t to be a 05 pound nueget 4 In 1855
'three Frenchmen, ‘who three days before had offered their
claim for sale for an ounce of gold, found 2 . lump weighing

' rv"é‘g"'ot,inoe. In 1858 a nugget Welghing over 50 pounds end

contalnlng over $8 500 Worth.of gold was found by Mr. Strain"

o abnut ~one- half mile east of Columbia on a trail 1eadlng up

the slope where it had been repeatedly passed by many

~ others 5 1n 1859 Mr. Virgin found a nugget worth. 7, 000

at Golé Hlll near Columbie.6 In the same year a quartz

_ boulaor weighing “7 pounds was found near there which. when |

r“lred, netted 29 pounds of gold

Ctoctton Trmes, Aprll 3, 1850 May 25 1850

He 0. Leng,-Hjst, of Tgolumge CQuy 64 _
Frank Marryat, Mo untains and Molehillg, 278—79.

G J. Ilnyer—Froud Siw Months in Callfornla, 5By

t@?‘n@ Leport of the State jneralogist of Callforgia,
'“(Pqﬁﬂnie, legs, 147-180.

Ho 2. Lo ng, Hiet. of Tuolumne Co., m86-
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_ The "Sonorian" Lump of Gold 7
Early in 1850 a 1arge nugget was found in Sonora. The

'_following quotations have been extracted from- newspaper re-o.“

ports concernlng 1t.

: We have Seen the eighth.wonder of the world! We have;{.
had ‘in our hands the "Sonorian" lump of gold, weighing 22 -~ .
pounds, six ounces, Thig i1s no clap-trap report circulated.
to lure the people to a particular locality for pecunlary. - .
gains....erv...50ch &8 lump, we helleve, could work amy Wom~-— " ‘. -
der. from otopping 8 neWSpaper to depopulating a tomn.....t{.s" S

The following is. a brief history and description of
this fine specimen of the precious metal. During the e
- month of January of the present year, three Sonorian‘Mexi—'Lag :
cans were following thelr mining. pursults in the arroyo of . . %
- the ‘town of Sonor; and discovered this pile; but they, pos- =~
..sessing rather erratic timbers, being flushed with the . e
. wonderful success, and stout devotees of the "Rosy God,"-
in a few days had sguandered the whole amount in "riotous:
- Iiving." The prize afterward fell into the hands of our -
worthy friends, the firm of Hegberg & Co. of Sonora, who
- 80ld 1t.....for a considerable amount to Messrs. Alonzo-
" Greene and Joshua Holding, merchants of the same place,
- for a very high premium. To our own knowledge these gen-
“tlemen have again been offered $2,000 for it above the
intrinsic value: It is estimated that there are about
“four pounds of ¢ommon guartz mixed up with the preoious:
metél, as is generally the case with large specimens. We
believe it is the intention of Messre. Greene and Holding
~to send it to the states where its beauty and richness
~will doubtless excite a great sensation, not only among
mineralogists, but among those‘Who are animated by the
love of money 1_ . _ _

e are informed upon good authority that the Eomorian
. ﬁump of %016_ _hB.S' been sold: during the week fOI‘ the sum Of -

£10,000,
Stockton Tlm S, March.lG 1850. o
Ibie., March 25, 1850, |

. e




- “Phe famous Sonorian Lump of pounds was found in . -
- a shallow gully sbout-three Tundrec yerds from, and about. = i
twenty-five feet above the town of Sonora. The gully had .
been superficially worked beforéd and it.was of the second -
_diggwng that - this piece was taken out. 1_;;, o

"-Frbm the'tima'of_the_diScdvéfv in 18483 ﬁhe'prbduc-

tiéﬁVOf gold‘indféésed rapidij;, Tae total gold output of

f;fﬁf;t"e_ te_duxing 1848 was le«; than 2 cuarter of a milllﬂn? 
.: ddllars._ In l849 it Was forty timns that amount, and in |
' H:1850 1t was eighty times as much.? In 1851 1t reached

'..'wrs 000, ooo and in 1852 the record output of $81 294 700 ;’-_‘"’;.;i
; ~.wac reacheﬁ. Since thsn the yield has gone up and down._}?ﬂ
From the State Mining Bureau we 1earn that the total out-jii
:ﬂf put from 1848 to 1907 has been $1 469 515 691 Which inﬁ ;fl
' ig-c1udes only that of which.public record Was made.  Profes—;3 .ffj
: sed authorities place Tuolumne County s gold output to be ?f T

- at least three hundred milllon dolLars, of which oprlng~l*T’"93"

field Flat alone produced over $55 OOO OOO

I_Stqckzon Times, Mdrch~$0, 185U, -
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: CHAPTER ITI =~ |
- HABITS OF THE MINERS

| The.earlyrminers played”an“exdeedingly-impertant‘partf .,
in the formetion of the state and in the evolution and de~}

velopment of - the charscter of the Callforniens. Thus a_srt

udy of the pecuiiaritles of une ora miners, both as a-&inie7~"'”
cl ass end as individuals, becomes highly significant and
to some extent indispensable, to an understanding of the
) hiStory of the county.; "_.f”,fiff]t A - ~.f
| The earliest miners, or the men of '48, as’ they were
semetimes callod, were a different class from,thDSe Who ‘,:ft'
ceme 1ate in ’49 anﬁ subseeuent years¢ 'They Were'chieflyssfe
ef the old nopulatlon of Callfornia who had come out as
1 frontiersmen, er in the service of the United States, dis-j_ﬁﬁ.“f ”
| cherged members of Stevenson s Regiment of New York Volun—s
teers, or of the Mormon Batallion. |

Toward the end of the year others began to come in
from Oregon’end-meﬁice. fherormer'were:Of tneISame.generQ._
nzscless'es tne Californians-:and the Mexicans, chlefly |
‘frem.qenera'qnd Sinaloa, While less deslrable, kept to -
brems "lves and at first did not exerc1se much 1nfluence or ;f
ganso mmeh dlsturbance. In. the mein, _the early mi. ners
.vae shen {V, hord- worklng men, honest klnd anﬁ mutually

&»Lsftl, ﬂud not averse to hald labor and privations. They
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vore neiglhhorly end friendly and generous snd well disposed
to one another.  There was little quarreling or disorder.

Thef't ond cther crimes Were‘préctically*unknown.l'

b]

During ths latter psrt of 184 ~and the yesrs Lmmedi-
stely following there came 2 chango. Though the adventar—_'“ :
cre who came out ln theze year TCTG, in +L“ maln -ﬁt@qdy

%ﬂﬂ—iﬂéagayions bey found themuelveu uucdenly trdnsnorthd

from o oftiﬂﬂ communLtJ 1life to a W11d9rr S8 with‘the con-
Sitinne of Whl?h‘thﬁy had- hud no exparlpnce. Here were no |
.aﬁs; no wulﬁa, 1o customs of binding mutiori1v, anﬁ no
vﬁﬁtrnints whgtever;"Moreover,ﬁthe s rospect of quick galn

hod sttrocted many dissolﬁt' and vic!ous peruonﬁ,-profeﬂ-_f'uf'

slongl gaﬂblpfs and crlmln RN j.* r;the "Hoﬁhds-df'san '
Treneizeot had been broken up in the summef Of 1849,'many: Tff t:L_
I bhs mémbers made theLr way - to th~ ﬁineé-where they'bbn;x..” :
“eibubed to the lawleasness. ______
fuch- ”OTULMLNIR,‘COmDJHEd Tlth thc absence of Tres p9c~vll  .fi;—

trhle women - Wﬂd the lack of reflneé or eveﬂ decent - amu%e—-  | |
'ﬁ%whs, oces onpd d;SSiﬂaLlOﬂ and vice._ﬁGambling and
:%ﬁﬁk”ﬁﬁﬁﬂs.vdiﬁﬁa meny who vaht otherW1°e ove escape d} f7'*1‘ff—¥
~wﬁf‘thc Hexicar d'wero 1nvoter3t~ 7“mblor"_an6 squandéred _

Lomrneg gums Lhry ﬂug from the earth et the Vonte Tahle; 

i Sneakihg-immigr ts, when' ﬁhcv had allowed

-1, Turnott, Regollections and Opintons of an old
NESTIR: rel-2; Byan 1L, 22;_Charles‘ﬂ. Shinn, Mining
T e, 1, 118D, S o

C.U. Tavewett, Becol. ciad Opinions of sn old Plomser, F42.
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themselves to start down the déceptive;path of 1ndulgence,.

became Tar worse and traveled much fastmr than any others.
Wherever-the miner Denetratpd the mounta¢ns, thn 5a-
loon gnd gﬂmbling houoes Were thc first inotitutions Set

up. Even ourlng thﬁ o tlmes numerous atfemnts were made .

to cutlmata the numbor of human wrecks whose ruin was at-. _ff’ R
tributed to thess cawsasy Some estimetes terc pliced as

nigh aSIfifteen'peréent;;- ';'  R ﬂ' - '. STV

”In'swite“of'many,méﬁ of this type, thc earl pionwru

!@re ‘a most SCthP, lndastrlous and entmrpriszng tody of

-v”men; Four~f1fthslof.them Were-young men—between the ages
'-;of-le aﬁé'vﬁ years. They came from all qectlnns of the
country and from foreign countries. Here Th@y found a
8?“ﬁf lcvnllng tendencj 1n Lhat, since all Were compellnd'

to ¢ahor; each mon was the eaual of evory otner ma e Men_
£ who had been governoru, leglﬁlators, and juﬁgeq in other'
| gt Ln” “OT&PQ ‘beeside outlawu and COHVlCtu} ocholar; and

ituﬂents_: r”nd bppldo the 1jliterato, those who Y :d been

mertors worked beside thoJe who had bmen SlaVeS.?_

Onr foeét of this levellng-Was to-elevate, at least

e own ming, the low-grade man. A more common and

o

trrersl offect was to levelapfide, since ‘everyone had to

Jomes L. Tyson, . | D., Diary of a th5101an in C111f-; 103;”"
Theoliore H, Hlftell Hiatorf of Cullf., ITI, 163, B

Ploneen TWW“ZLHO, 11T, lqg.
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'work W1+1 his hands if he w1sh@6 o 1ive.; Ex~leglslators,'
lawyers, DhYSlCi%nS, clprgymer and merchants drove oxen
'or mulo', cooked, made hay,’ h:uled Wood and nerformpd all
k;ndu-of menial t sks.l Labor was dibnlfied and hnnorablo..
'Evefj_ﬁan pasﬁediforwwhat-he-wesa  Sooial distlnctlons
) *#efe oblitarat@d;  Thoqe Who ¢id. not live by—actual phy81—:
eal toil were rﬂgarded as a sort of paraﬁxte. At first,_
though there | Were | ga ’Lﬁg a;ﬂ_ﬁ_inki 2 a and. mrofanity,
,ﬂVﬁrvbody‘wau hmnest and thefts and robberies were unknOWn.f f-“
.;QOme attrlbute thiq to the fact that everyone Went armed
anﬂ knew fhat gwift retributlon Woujd follow crime,2 though;'i
e was undonbtedly due r%thpr to the Spirit of the men._f  .
| Uhen conditlono_changed during the Win+er of 1849~o0,:V ;{ f
1.splr1t chxngcd also, and it bhcame necessory to guqrd
fqne: ‘Jvopmrty carpfully. One cause of the change was thefizi'.
grest 1nfluw of . crlmlnals, especially frcm.Aastralia.
* ﬁn0thmr oausa was the seVerlty of the mlnter which.preven— ;
_*ﬁﬂ qup)lies reachlng the outlying mlnos. 'Many'were thus
ovgnﬁ to ﬂbandon th51r mimos and seek r@fuge in the ci~-;;5“
*inﬂ; Ihe 1ack of employm nt together With.depraved |

p\ﬂﬁla and bq@ anmnle, 1ndu¢e& many to resort to stealing

for a qubsx&tence, and there thug began the extraordlnqry

‘!'..-ft_,..l_jelg_‘i_mg_’ Llfe On the P}.Q‘Ln§ angl Am’mg the Dg=gg rlE,'S, 94@._....
' Iomes L. Tyson, M. D., Diary of a Physician in Calif., 585 .. .
Frouk Mafryat Mou 9ins and Mole lls, 249. B




 3@350n of ﬂrlme famoua in Callfornla mininb hlstory _Thé
most atr0010uu crimes, 1nclud;ng murder became common,_
and 1n time the vigllnnce committﬂes and lynch law came
into bELﬂg. | |

Probnb J thp moat marked and best gharactpristlc 6f
the mlnmrb were their ki_dnpss anﬁ ho p;tallfy, their.

:1 Tﬂl’le_c{sil or——ch 1(1 FALCI AN al'ld*’thC‘il’* *SEHtiment to Wa, rds QOOd

0

,ﬁomEn;_ They were. ever reddy to_éive'assistonce to the'
_ﬁlck“or destltute._. . | | _ _
'When ro“pectﬂble women becamv numerous and the miners.
k:hccnme-marrlmd men there was a great chﬂngé for thp bettor.
?hnfehwaé.less.low conduct, less coarse conversation, leas
L'ﬁfiﬁking, 1ess'vambllng, more refinement more 01v11143ti0n
- and mora culture. It bas oftnn beﬂn statnd thﬂt the first
%ﬁmén who wrrived in Sonora were the two Slsters, Mariana
' :ﬂHﬂ JmaUS'Fthreﬁ, but the 1atter, who bccame the Wlfe of
3. EA Cghémurt, say; that dlstlnctlon belongs to other B
ﬁkricﬁn fomén-qf.the house of~LeQn Who_arrlved severalx

mﬁﬁt?F=ﬂT?V?OUS1y.l

The following guotation from an editorial of the
© renerks the upward trend and expresses gratifica-

elnrel

=

Lone, H-st. of Tuolumné Coe, Calif., B.




We are gratified to'see. the markes! improvement that
has taken place in the society of our Iittle ¢ity in the SR
past year. As sn evidence of . this,’W11ness how different—

- ly the Sabbath 15 observed. On past ycars on this sa- =
ered day there might have been seen a jantastically dressed -
Hexican clown, preceded by a band: ‘of slockingly bad music,
parading the streets and notlfying the citizens of a bull

and bear fight about to come off. Now, instead, at the

same hour of the day, troops of rosy f:ced, gulet, order~

- -ly chlildren are seen returning from Sunday. School, and

. “well dressed men and women on thelr way to the House of
' uorohiO. We can boast now ‘of five chlurches of diferent :
nomingtion s and 311 of them well attended~—goo< evi—'_

R rETICH £
Gence—of anadvance 568 _@ GJ. w."ilizauiuu. - ——

Then,-on the same day, the city was crowded Jith the
inhabitants of surrounding camps, guarreling, fighting,
- drinking, swearing, sguandering the hard-earned means of
- the past week at the gombling table, or at some low bro-
thel, Now, although not such as could be wished, things
are changed. The day 1is regarded by the publiec generally ‘
~“more ng one of rest from labor,. and not as one of debau— -

- ethery and dlssination.. . -

. And what hps caugsed thls: great change ir public sen— .
timent;? To what else can it be attributed bus to the
preseince of woman; virtuous, pure, sympathizi ig woman;
¥hose influence is as effective in the format .on of pub-
~1ic choracter, as it 1s felt in the domestic :ircle; the

greet controller of public oplnion, W1faoub Wom society
is duil- and ekistence a. blank.-- L

The very con31derable accession to our population in
the 1:3t year of some fairér portion of God's creation is
a-source of intense gratification to all, and we indulge .

_ln tho pleasurable anticipation,that the comlng year will
.furni 'h 2 still larger number. 1"-

Puring the first year in “the mlnes, gold was often. ': _'_. 'f5j =
ﬂ_iért exposed w1thout fear of its belng taken. Money was

: bofrOWed on honor._ The borrOWer expectpd to return the

~doan ct his earllest conveniencp but did not want to be

1 Sonors Her alg March.PB, 1854 H. 0. Lang, ﬂlﬁﬁa_gi o
-Tuolumne_Qountv, Calif., 1~8—9.- Lo




| esked_to'do'so.- ‘he following quotation exp:essed the
condition at Big ‘ak Flat. |

© From the Minés ' Oak Flat, Dec. 24, 1850.
Cdroweives T TR

....'it

_ Where in the whole World can 8 parallel to this be
seen? And then t0, the men employed 1n that which the °

o WiSGachm in the 1d states would fain make uvs belleve T
1s so deébasing--g 1d seeking. - Men are hot mcre peaceable L SRR

Cessessslbe 1t kno n that here Where there are some three.

©o.0r four thousand eople scattered around, we have nélther |

fl,Court or Ju tioe f the Peace, and consequently no law.

“Bnt norou e‘quire,-"how do. you settle the difficu1~

:“ﬁéfies which will 8. .ways arise among so many men?"  Simply ..
+by arbitration, W noh.for three reasons 1s. better than go~];ﬁ;ﬁf«'

'm$jing to laws
"'n?‘”'.': ‘sto=It 15 more sure. . - U
ki ¢ pd--It i1s the quickest. - S
»rd*—And last. bit not least it is the e
heapest _ _ o
The mines we'e not the place for men of sensitive or

'tefined natures, ory unless one had an extraordinary .

f{-étrength of chara ter to reSlSt the strain, he was car-'

'fg-riod away in the nnlversal sw1rl of excitement.
o Rough a8 the early population Was, it contalned many

nen of 1ntellectunl v1gor and strength of character who

omnde thelr mark in. the development and progross of the

:atato- Among these may be mentioned J. M._Joneu, Benja— |
- min F. Moore, Olirer Mo Wozencroft and Benjamin S Lip- |

oieco t, ‘members of the State Constitutlonal Conventlon .

“:"l-ﬁﬁggkﬁgﬁglimgéQ;January 4;t1851"? 




”si 1849, and Chnrles M. Creaner, Isaac Se K. Ogier, James
i Coffroth, and Leander Wiernt, prominent Judges and }
lawysrs.l. _ _ _

| At first'thsre ﬁere no gbid-scsles-andlths'vslue of .

’gold was gues 1sed at. A pinch of gold represented 8 dollar,

a teQSpoonful was called an ounce, While a wineglass>full

..33“50d as ﬂlOO All counters’ and: gaming tables were W",WWWWQW:”:' .

- covarad w1th blankets £o catech the gold that was dropped.

_ Diversions  ,.1. _
) Be51ies drinking and gambling the miners indulged in'
"othcr le@TSlOnS, such as dan01ng, where some men took the
i3”parts of ladies, anatsur theatricals,‘witnessinﬂ cock- |
4-fighis and bull flghts, and bull and bear flghts.' 
The larger mining towns boasted theaters fron an ear;
5i”1v date and many of the famous actors and actresses of
choce days Dlayed before audlences in the mininﬁ camps.
:.'ﬁhan entortsinment was scarce the miners themselves pro-

‘duced their own plays. .

1 i, 0, Lnng, Hist. of Tuolumne 00‘, Calif., 125-6.
& bed., 11-12. B




CHAPTER IV
SOCIAL PROGRESS

| As tlme Went on and men became more settled they re-.V -
‘membered the social institutions they had left in the
Fast and began to establish them here.. Husbands brought  ?;-3ﬁ

out thelr WiVPS and families.l Miners marrlad serVant
were founded. Lodges, churches éhd_SChools'wéré éstabﬁ 1
1ished. o R o |
‘FLodgeS'
The earllest record of a lodge mesting foLloWS°

' The first Masonic Meeting was held at Sonora on the o

 .54-  Sl

28th day of April, 1B50. A lodge 1s about to be organizedjff,i f:f

immpdiately, working under the: dlspensatlon of the Grand
Lodge of- the State. of New York. : -

The Masons laid the cornerstone of th31r hall June_

24, 1851. Those who took part in the ceremony were Charles

M. Radeliff (Mastpr of Ceremonies), Judge Tuttle, E. Lino- '55T

bnrc Mayor Dodga AL L. Chatfield, Captain Tormey, Wil-—

o liam Perklns (Orator @f the Day), Vyse, Maaor Sullivan

and others. This buildlng Was constructed of adobe and

its'life was_very ghort. On the eighteenth of the followmfh' ¥

ing Januafy-the interior_was_completely burned out. Rain _  T

1 Stockton Tlmg_

gy May 4, 185(_)—!'--'.



Crell upon the unprotbcfﬂd‘wallofﬁéking tﬁéﬁ ﬁnsafo éﬁd’
piart of them*fell.in; The oounty contracted to r@pair
?hﬁ bullding and use 1t as a courtroom, bt for some rea-
son did not. do s0, and the remaining Walls were later

pushed 1n. This building stood on the corner of Church

. and hashinpton StreetQ.

The following is taken from the diary of Mrs. Lewig
P Gunn, onder dato of Dec..26, 1851 |

- The masons held a celebratlon today ina pouring rain.f
© They mist have had a fine time walking around town in the
- mud, They had some music and wére:dressed up in aprons,‘
‘blue sashes, ete., but every man. had. his trousers either -
.-rol%odlup or tucked in his boots, and some had on rubber o
- ecoats, . : : _ .

Sonora was not the only town to boast of a lodge. o
‘Soon Columbla had a Masonic Lodge, as also did Groveland.

 Sonora, Columbla, Jamestown anﬂ Big Oak Flat all had o

1=_thpir Odd Fellows Lodges at an early date. The old brick

: hal_l_built 1n the O’s by the Odd Fellows of Columbia is
 stii1 the meetihg place of the Lodge today, as is also
'f;the ore in Big Oak Flat. T g

: Relipious Affairs fc"

Rellgious affalrs, as is: usually the case with oll

':now snttlementq, eSpeclally minlng towns, dld not at first_”_i“'“

' receive mach consideration. A slight sprlnkling of God—u-'

1 Amne Tee Marston;oRﬁcords'of'é-California'Fami;15'167. 5
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fearihg men'began.in'a gquiet Way’to\mdkeqthéir influence-

felt as early_as‘the_fall-of 1849, About this time. Padre
,_Arnault settled 15 Sonora; He came from Mexico and gave

| ffr@ely to endow the first Roman, Catholic Church.which _—

- completed in the . summer. of 1850.1 | | B

- Bt. Anne s Churoh was erected at Columbia in 1856. It
is situated on o hill overlooking the ‘towm mnd the vast

olimeetone reglon ‘that ylelded so mich gold. The cmmreh

-_stends as-a testimony to those Stalwart pioneers who paused,

'ﬂlong enouph in thelr mad ruoh for gold R ve) erect a temple in

f'rlrrhioh to worohip the Givpr of the great bounty. ‘The Pres-:"u

i j:_byterian Church (stil1 ueed today) was built 1n Columbia_:

' j;the follOW1ng year.-'

- In Sonora the followers of “the EpiSpocal falth held
aathpir services in the Court House untll 1859 when the St.
Jimes Eplscopal Church was’ erected at tke head of Washlngw :
‘ton Street, where it still stands 1ike a. Sentinel guard-. .
:i o the town. The church was built by popular subscrip--
'e;t‘ion and at one time wa.s pertially destroyed by flre.. The,
Yebhodist Epispocal Church was built on Yaney Street at a
:tcost of.%z,oOO. I{ was conceded to be the finest church
fdhurldlng in the county.f 1t was 35 by 40 feet and extended
'93 feet upwarde to the top of the spire.- It was built '

L4 0. Lang, Hlsta of Tuolumne'Co.;‘Calif.,“2l~22§
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' Jnder the eupervision of the contrac or, Mr. George Feir-_

'5T“ield, end was ccmpleted in just twe Ve deys.l Thet many L
e . ad respect for the better things in 1ife 15 shown by the

'*jiact that by Merch, 1854 Sonora cou]d boast of having "

five churches of different denominatjons, and all Were

3_'.we11 attended.

5 as famlly life came to be more ebundant it was only

“7'e5nuturel thet some ettempt WOUld be made toward educatlng-;;

Hﬂdfethe chlldren. The first schgol in Sonora, and in fact,_'

e all Tuolumne gounty, Was opened the Week of the big

;ffffSonora fire, Jun: 18, 1852. A Miss Hewkhurst was the
ﬁi?r;preceptress. This. school was very. much.of a success for
’fs”da whlle; It ave“aged from 18 to 20 pupils of from four:d |
gffffto ten years of Jae, all from Amerioan homes. .

A notlce in the Sonora Hereld informed perents that o.f

:a Miss Bherp plelned to open a boarding school for young .
}foladies.' oerd ad tuition Were to cost $85 e month. Mufir
‘sic, French and ‘an01ng were to form the curriculum._“The _
ﬁ”ednotice also stat g thet a class would also be formed for _;‘-'

igrown up ladies hose early educetlon hsd been neglected.'

it io presumed tlat this schooi did not prOSper as there

’_:f-; H. O. Lang,'gigg,_oﬁngoldmne Qo,,.Celif;, 88f89.
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is no evidence available as to its havixg continued 1

In the summer of 1859 Mrs. Haley eftablished the_:l

- fir t school in Columbla.

The pastor of the Methodist Church of Sonora started

LR school 1n 1852 aftor the attempts of two different Women
,?_lwd orovod unsuooessful beoauoe of lack of pupils.2 Dur- -
1nv'tne sprlng of 185 e ﬂr 4—daffor c01”u_ édfa—privatafw~~~~~7fw5:

: -SChOOl of some twenty pupils. The older pupils were paid

fo1 at th@ rate of %8 per month, While the younver ones =

dnr twelve years of age paid %5._ Mrs. Harmon was the wife

if; Of Hev..-o. S, Harmon, at that time a prominﬁnt Presbyierian- 'fﬂ'f“i"'

clergyman of Bonora and Tater principal of Washlngton Col« |
. _ _ : _

Just When oublic supportod educatlon began in Tuolumne

'fCo=:ty 15 not olear, thouﬂh it must have been in’ the fall

'of:“957 or hortly before. Mrs. L.,C Gunn, in her letter

g v people in the Bast, under date of lareh 5, 1859,

;mnr:iona that a school house was belng bUllt and, in or- -

der to ralse sufficient monty to finiah 1t the School Com—

U mlt ae gavo an entertainmont in Whioh the qchool children

too part.4 -

. 0. Ldng, HLSL, of Tuolumne Cg - Qallf., 89 020,
ﬁ’ﬂd Lee M@roton, Records of g Cal ifornia Familz, 172.

-t

""‘*g_ 0. Lung, H;st. of Tuglumne Coss Calif., 1205

tane Lee Marston, - Bgoords of a Callforgi Familg, 219._‘

% pan Lna f»Icwstcm, Records of & Callfornla Far 11 s 248,
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- The enrlip st rncord of the Tuolumne County Sehool
luoeantnndent ylelds SOme interesting fact@. The.foliowu
ing are taken thnrefrom.l o _

Mr, George S. Evans*was'thénfirétfconnfy Superinteni
dent of Schncls. The earllest recorded. date is December 8, -

Lesn, and refers to the Jamestown District, statiny that”

0. BrudbnrY, B Buttﬁrfleld and Johtl Barriman i fthafiem__;m.mﬁnfofT

Al

.:aChOOl tru tees.

The . rmcords show the folloWing to have been the first ‘

'lConntJ Superintendents' George S. Evans, 1857- 9; B A.
_'3%rﬂié, 1866Q9~ C.'é :?ease, 1865, John Graham, 1864-65
:flﬁ H. Spencer unfll March 2, 1868, LE I. Clark until March
7 1870, and then C. L. Metzger.=

The first Board of Examination of Tuolumne County met
1n Honnmbnr, 1860, B. A Mardis,_County uupt., Dr. L. C.
Gunn ¢ nd P Mulford were present W. C Dodge appeared |
.lmforc the board and “after a rigid ex"mtnatlon wa.s found ;
auqlifipd to teach_a grammar school and acccrdlngly a cer-

tlficate was granted him, "

On December l, 1860 Miss Sarah Gunn was duly: ehamﬂned

o grﬂnted & certlflc te. At the neXu meeting hhc took

the place of her brother, pr. Gunn, on the bo%rd.

In Aprll 1868, the follawing re@u1rements wero set by_ )

LFecord Book of the first County'Superintendent df'Schoolsa

Tuolumne County, Calif., kindly loaned by G. P. Morgan, .
RCTE ;nt anumbent ﬂnd County Supt for the past 48 years.




the board of exemincticn fcr the varioue certifi ates: For
Filet Grade Certificete~~an average of 80ﬁ in ex mingtionu
i unC one year’c experience, ier Second Grede Certhicate~~

‘cn average of 657, for Third Grade Certificete—-»n average

of 50? | | _

Membersicf the Board ofiExaminetieﬁ_received $5:per
pavts of the county Where examinetions Were held.
i S : s 2 - I.:
"'1 Trustees mere required to maintain a five manths' -

zlschcol in their districts..

ifieacher to get one of the neW'First Grede CPTtifLCﬁt@u.: Hé"'

"iﬁw State Superintendent April 6 end wev delivered to hlm

April £8. Charleu L Metzger pessed the reouirement for
i rceeive ona.
C. 8. Pease was teuching in Summerville (now Tuolumne) Maricn

f.&xCurtiq Creok, Emme Eeuter va.s teaching in Grccne Spiings
vfu He. pencer and Rose . Omens were teaching in Columbia end
6. . Smith was teaching in Shaws Flet._i_' R

0n fpril 15, 1869, the County Superintendeet visxted

- school in qunesr Camp, where E, K. Beynelce Wec teaching, to

' Jomn Gamble, the teacher at Blg Oek Flat Was'the'fifeh--V

: Pasaed the examination Aprll 5: 1868-; It st ordered from e‘

' 'a F1r°t Gr=6e Cerfificute May 9, 1861, and wus the second to -
' In 1868 Emily Graves was. teaching in Pcverty Eill nchool,

L 11lins wes teach+ng 1n Confidence, J..Ta Davieﬁ wes teaching _
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investigate the meny complaints thet had comez in of his.

“eruelty to the childx‘en_s'-' -




CHAPTER V
FOREIGNERS IN THE MINES

It would seem thdt all races have projudices against

_foreigneru.; Thls tralt is partlcularly strong among the

hmﬁrlcans, botn p'st and present Nor did ﬁhls trmit fall

:%fgiio “ﬁﬁTTTrﬁUf' E‘tm e-days—ofl. tbe occunation of California.;| 
.-'The feallngs and*prejudices of the old minerq againqt for~‘rﬂ
f'j_eigners nenifested 1tself in thc rules and regulations of
 somp of the minlng dlstricts.‘ Many of the foreigners, and
.qdrtlﬂUlurly many of those who came from Mexico and Augfra—  i'3:n

119,'W eTe of Very bad character._ Th91r disregﬂrd for peace, .

honesty and order qoon led to, serlous difficulties, many"
- of Lbn QQvontuvor" frOm monora anﬁ Sinﬂloa knew more of
monte and brlgandaoe than mining and Were a Very disrenu-_

table class; Most of the “Sydney Duckq . as thp ey ~con-

.victé'from Austr lia were called becauue of race and 1anQ

guégé; were ot firqt dlfflChlt to di tingui&h. The feel- |
ings aga ﬂqt tbe Mewicans had develoﬂed prev1ously +to and “;-;5 ¥i;7
daring the Mexxcan far @nd was largely responolble for the | .
S0 called Foreign Miner'c Tax and License which waq passed
by TE”'Llr%t State Leglslature, Aprll 15, 1850. 1 '

j'ctatuteu 1850 201 Theodore H Hittell;-ﬂistory of e
ﬂllforgia, IIl 265. S i R

Y




Tho Foreign Miner's Tax

The act legaliaing the tax on' foreign minérs.oas en-
‘Ltled: "An Act for the Better Regulation of“thE'Mines and
1@ uovcrnmont of Foreigner in, the Mines. The act conu_i

l'ivod fiftoon veotions, the most important oi whioh prO«

ded thzt no person not a citizen hould mine W1thout

B e

1:r_'_s__t.;g,}j,,.gjﬂgj__l_,_g_g_il,j_,cens_e_;__t e_Go v nor.. woula booint and o
ommdgsion collectors; 1icenses'were.to cth 420 and be R

20d for thirty ddys “the County ﬁheriff Was 1o aSSist the

'wllector in onforcing the ldW-;‘-ﬁ

L. A Besaneon was. appointed Collector With.offices in

iToe almost immediate offeotioﬁ_the'attempt to énfofce_

the tax was to dri}*e _thé befi:_t_e'.:r_" _Cilé_gsses of _foréigners .o-ut o . *
©f the country and soatﬁer:fhe-Wofét.clésses.into the re- |
rote and secluded'piaoes andipfaotioally-depopuléfe_the
Lsens, causing 1085‘;65 to e_véryo_l_ie-‘.'_engagod in busiriéss.l In. o
toia #ay Sonorafand_quumbia Suffered'greatly,‘the latter -'wf' :.Ei
C O Iaring slaost four—fifths.of its-FOpulation;_ | .
| '?ho press of the time wes quick to see the evil re~ 3i_--f€f
thoend ery out against 1t. From Etockton we read‘ -
The Tax--What qhould Be Done¢
.1ﬂo news from the mines spread an unwontod gloom over.

trte of the new towns, and much anxiety is felt as : ﬁf;_f}_
e 1Miimate effect of the tax on the foreign miners in =

testore H. Hittell, History of California, III, 128,




the district of the San Joaquin.‘ We agaln recommend a
careful perusal of Leo's letter, and advise that the
Governor be. memorialized to call an extra session of the
Legislature, which body may be prayed to bring a tax of
four instead of twenty dollars per month., Ve arelecho—
Cing the sentimentu of every- merchant in Stockton.

Crowbars were selling at Sonora ‘on Monday last at
. §8 each, but on Wednesday at B0¢. :This was the effect
cn the pOCk@tu of the store keepers ogcasioned bv the
alarm of the Mexicans at the new tax.

As we ex pecte&, the collectjon of thp npw_tav dg i i
producing a ruinous effect upon the trades in the Sou—
thern Mines. Business 1n many places 1s at a complete
standstill; confidence 1s shakens; there exlsts an unu- TR
sual- feeling of distrust among the miners; man is set -~ = = - &
agalnst man. None condemn more strongly than we do- - o
the violence that has been done to-the lav by the for- . - . 0 3
elgn population, but at the same time, fev lament more : IR
severely the cauge which awakened this opcsition..  We do. -
not quarrel with the tax per se,’ ‘but we deny the pollcey
- of the amount proposed to be collecteéd frem each miner.
"~ In the report on this bill we remémber that 1ts authors
stated that the certificate would be a protection to the
Toreign miner, while at the same time it provided reve- -
~nue for the state.  Now we respectfully submit that, as.
the tax stands, the legislature, In five cases out of
ten, has placed it out of the power of the miners to ob-
- tein this protection, and we fear but a comparatively B
- osmall sum will be collected for state purposes. Had the
cost of the certificate been five instead of twenfy dol-
lors, every forelgner would have claimed thst certiri-
- cate ags & boon. We 51ncere1y believe that these senti-
249111:3 ;«;}re shgrea by nearly every: American 1n this dis- .
rict.Y . o T

The tax-provo&ed ‘great opp031tion and indignation _
on the part of the forelgners, especially in the bouthern

Mines. One reason for thls-was thgt the_adventurerg-who =

Stockton Times, May £5, 1850,
© Ibid, o

Ibid., June 1, 1850.




'-came up from Mexico reached these m nes fir: t and stopbed
fhere and formed = nuc]eus around wh.ch the | eter comers
‘congregeted. In early 1849 the Mex:cans We*e in the e~

'rjority in and around . uOﬂOTd, but a8 the Amenloanq moved . |
_1nto this terrltory, COlliinﬂu were bound 1.0 follow.

_-Many Meyicans ‘became °ati=fied with the amolnta of gold

] S VNS, BNV EYICYPISCR] . SIS N, ¥ QU TR

tney n_o_t;e" U thav ana returneu to wexlco,‘ D T:""‘éﬂmigh re-

mained to 0001810n disturbancos for yeara to come.1 ‘

A number of lynchrlaw proceedjngs ourwng these ear-_' 

_ ly years hgd their origin in the feelings tkms called in—-

5~ to play and a too ready disp ition on the part of some
L .._Amer_LCan aners t£0 despiSe and abuse all the Spanish |

T 5peaking foreigners as "Greasers v R

' In addition to the stete laW there Were many inotana .
*~fceu of local laws or rules, many of which orohiblted all
7ifforoigners, ewoept such o8 intended to become 01tlzens'r7-

hqf of the UnLted otateg, from miﬁing, elther for themselves-

Vor others. Resolutlons were pasued at Mormon Gulch.to;f
drive all Mexicans from the mines, and the Mexrcans were :

" hotified to quit uithin fifteen days or be expelled by '

'-?force. Many .of those opposed to the Mexlcans were them—

celvee forelgners._ A mass meetlng of miner° held at So—

_'nora, Sunday, July gl 1850, adopted a preamble and

1 Thomas Butler King, The Wonder of_’:thgrge,- 27-8‘._




reeolutions to the effect that-i-.u

VhereaQ the lives ‘and property of". Amcrican citlaens were
in danger at the hands of lawleds malauders of every
clime and creed, and scarcely a day passes without the =
commission of horrible murders and rubberics, and Where- .
2 there were present on every side the peons of Mexico,r~
the renegades of South America.and the convicts of the.
' British Empire, therefore be it resolved that all for-.
1gners in Tuolumne County, except those engaged in per=

within fifteen days, unless they obtain a permit to. re=
_ main from a committee of three Amerlvans selected at:
*%**wm,u camp or ufbg.x.ug..:, ~aXl for e.n.g,ner“ without-Iicenses
oo should be notified to turn-over all Iire arms and deadly:
”tlweapons to the committees} . that ever: good citizen had

‘ﬁg should be a committee to see these m:: tteru carried out.l

Unscrupulous Americans found opaortunlty ta capltal—-.t}i

ticans to Work for them.if /t_
AT _ N
In one portion of the mines 2 party of Mezlcans, Working
~under Americans, have perched themselves on a plece of
table land existing on the top of a nountain and here,-
.. secreted from the eyes of the tax collector, they are
‘making a pile. ~We pity the tax collcctora. They must -~
have the eyes of Argus to find all. : L

' A great deal hgs b@en made of the reception of the
ﬂeaancon, on Frluay,. v 17, 1850, ceuqed great eycite—,

T°trife rpcorded by some chroniclers did not take vlace.z

Tvo Wluely dlffering versions appear in the same 1ssue of

:_LStockton Tlmgs, July 29, 1850 H. 0. Lang, Hist. of

Tuolumne Co., Cd l;g.,,dé 46._J:
ptockton Tlmes, July 20 1850._ntf

manent business and of respectable character- should leave i
power. to disarm any foreigner, and tlat all good citiaens'?ftﬂ

f_ize on this situatlon and contrary.,o the 1aw, hire Mexi~ -:f‘9~

M:Lnerq Tax in Tuolumne County.i The nrrival of bollector .!5t1~ﬂ:

‘:-ment and the assembling of the forelgners, but the bloody ”{a~”*




the Stockton Times; oné from Sonore by "Leo,ﬂ (probably
pr. L. C. Gunn) and the other from Vormon Diggings,f-
signed “Tunt " Mr Huant modified the gruesomeness of his.
'story'ln the following iseue.l

o It would seem thet With.the coming of Ceptein Bescen~
cop the Mey1cans, Chileens end Frenchmen assembled out-

side oonora and consulted as to meens of evadine nevment

of the %-O per month. About fioon-. two deputations entered e

' the town end 1nterV1ewed the authorities end endeavored to'

- ascertain if 1t would be p0581ble for the governor to

Stdy the collection of the tex, or, if not to have the:'”
J;ju"tice of the taz explained to them. They maintained

‘_chat it would be impOSulble to pay such an emount “but d
that @4 or $5 a month woula not be obJected to. As onet
American, who desired to get out of the crowd, elbowed_.

-.his way through e Mexicen and a Chilean orew pistols.-'

- Ina moment a-doeen more were out.‘wNo shots were fired.

. end the: forelgners made a pre01pitete retreat Deme fa;*
: mor got busy %nd “oon wll sorts of stories were. 01rcula—
‘tlng in the uurrounding-di gings.- Sonore Wes reported
'besieeed ﬁy“the fdreigner : To relieve the siege 500
armed Americans marched from Mormon Creek Others' ’
merched Ain from Woodq Creek, Pine Cr0531ng, Sulliven's-

Creek, Murphy'u, Indien Gulch, Coyote‘Creek, Carsone-endf

1 gs_t_ockton Tiges, May 25, 1850, June 1, 1850.
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a1l the diggings on the Etanislsus and Tuolﬁﬁhe'ﬁivér«

When the excitement was at its reight word came té
Columbia that durlng the uprising at bono;a, Charles |
:Bassett had been seized and was about to he murdered.\
One Rochette, a Frenchman, and friené of Bassett hasti-

ly organized a. company of armed . mer and with.the Ameri-

i
"
-3
b
{3
13
| 1
5
J

= re"cue Basuett or avenge hlS death.~ When they arrived and
 found him free and in good health they oettled down on his
' “store, restaurant butcher»hop qnd dairy and practically

',gate and dranﬁ him out of Touse and home.l

©eampment at Mormon Gulgh_und.breathlessly_told.the miners

: who eagerly gathered éround.him that ColléctO“ Besancén 
tad orrived in Sonora and iasued hiu notice calllng on all
sorrlgnars to come forwerd and. pay th@lr firot month's
#8ses ment of tWenty dollars, that the foreigners vere.“.
now in a tuta of 1ntcn%e e;citement that meetlngs had

_ heeh'helﬁ_and demonstrations agalnst the tax made; that

soners WﬂS in the hands of a'fOréign mob of two or three

tiousand men; that the Safety of the place wao meneced

g omenssentrto,the surroundlng_Cdmpsrasklpg aog¢stance.

Yy, o, Long, Bist. of Tuolumne Co., Calif., £8-29.

A man on horseback came galloping 1nto the little en-~

IR

prd et AmevLCdn 01tlzens were fleelng, and that courlers

Can Fleg at the. head of the column marched on Sonora to e e



Py

a9

- The many rumors that h,i been going the rounds Ted. pre—gF'.

,pared the miners to st h an ektent that thlS 1nformations; -

:vag 11ke a match in gu oowder. Word was sent e all the-"

miners to gcthnr withis the hour and march.on Sonora.“:f

On the way to Sontra this self-constituted "army" "

- met spveral later come s from that place, from whom con—VL'j~

i*flicting statomcntq we e récelved.i Some tOld them ‘the

'~truth,mthat all thg ex itement vas over,_otherq that

W_fhéir_sérvices Weré-ne{ded immadiately._ Still-a mile

' ?fffOut'of:SOnora3£hey{§as ed a Me%ican camp and noticed the_

"I:'imen quietly'seatad in ;ront of their brush houses, play-: ‘5.L? 

'5ing monte, etc.; Who b:came grsatly excited on seeing
“fffthe column of me rching yelling men. Hpaded by fife and
farum and . the Amerlcan “lag the column flnally entered the

£ }fOWn. They marched tkﬁ-length of th@ StT&Et to & =aloon

~where they “11ﬁu0r9d Lo Then they mdrched back, stop-

"f'pjnp at other saloons, and flnally halted in front of th; _*}fuﬁhl“

 ;pr1nc1pa1 hotel whero Jolloctor'BGSdncon spoke to them,; 

.'-1nqtruoted tbem to re" for the nlght a8’ thnre was busi~

| ness for them to . do g} the morrow.,

After supper the irms were stored, a watch set up

 and rmllcf and patrol orgam_zed.5 In the mofning a- column“ 7*

of 200 armed men,'acc)mpqﬂled the Sherlff and Collector,, g
deCth through th c: mps. ThPy fcund only terror ond

canfuuLon.i The forei*nerq were pack:ng up and crowds vere
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'id‘rotreat._ Search Wa° made for place whsre it Wﬂu_l

r@morcd forc1gn flaﬁq Tad becn raised but none Were

found aaa the "army" WS disbanded Thus through ter—
o ror, Were ‘the mineh_depapulated and hatred for Americanu.l
-i |@ng@n6erea in the mlmdu of thc forcignors. Manv let f0r Q& 

“7_the1r qld home‘_ others scatter@d ovor the country to. Cng,'f

D ;
By

loodshed w ,.,.;.ch st

'J

ned ‘the. g € .
””Vf;'C§¢iforn1qld history during thernext few.months..z

As a result Sonora qnd Columbla_were prachcally ée— 3
. Jlated ﬁffairs remalned inac1ive untll thm foreign‘?; '.;JT
;f @1eme1t began to return and work in the mines.- Neither

“&ﬁ?oi the tWo campg eVer dguln recovered the entire bulk of
' 1ts populutlon.f : , . _: S |

.- All this resulted in e demand for the repeal Of the
?”jobnox1ous Foreign Miners Tex dﬂd on March 14 18a1, 1t

ilwvﬂs rcbcqlad. _Later a sim;lar law 'lelng thP’taX at

 '  four dollarq and m1k¢ng the’ sherlffs the collectorg'qu
pms sed, but LL 1Jp_seldom enforced except to harag f the_‘]r? 3€;j¥f'i3

i :ChineSe,lli o ' . ' .'” ..' '. |
The moat VIolont hgtrﬂa 1nvoked ugalnst any . of the

Pormlgnwrﬂ meq 1nvoked 3531nst the Chlnese.; This hatred

'feemg to be dup, not beoquso, as appe red on the uurface,

- _thn ”h*nﬁso'tcre all Olly tongued embeyzlrru, but rﬂther

E H. O La ng, Hist, of Tuglgmne Qo.. Cﬁllf., h9—?4‘ .
 EBtatutes 18uu, GQ, Hlttell‘s Gpneral Lawe s 0144.;_:”
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tou-the Gifturbnﬂ¢eg_ﬁhéy caused*in*the”w :te man's ﬂemands

P owe zes. Thelr nre @nﬂc in lerge numhrrﬂ thded to lOWOr

the wlito mants ctﬂndurd of. Living,fnnd fﬂnwetaently the

“Chine: o *nrh lﬂgleatea against in mdnv cf thv-mlninp d

k-~ﬁ_*trlntn. ,Prob&bly the carllcst enuctment*-nmaant tho Chl-
g . mese verc ﬁnde'i. GOIUmbic" nﬂ forbGQQ A i tics or South

| o . '

k- o Epa Irlsnderﬂ to ms mlnﬁ Oltf@““f@fﬁthﬂmﬁel;ﬂF ar’ fnr othern,

'T_;klho jorblﬂﬁan othmrq to cll claimﬂ'to th@m. In othcr
‘= ﬂl“tTLCt% Lhey ware ovcludcd from holdln m*po% cvan by
.ﬁ7 ;purchase. Howevcr in some. of the mor@ T WPGCtLbLC nelghr
QT borHooﬁﬂ Lxmv were ailowed to occumy ﬁmc ﬂork ¢round° that  
hed - bcen ohandoned bv walte mlners.' It oecame akkﬂowa7 |
:det that rich grounds thut huﬂ been vo’ﬁcd over beveral
twmﬂc by hch non mighi be- Urofitably *urkeﬂ.wg n, but
 v_iF onee vorkﬂd ovor hy Lhe Chire&b thprr.wau nb use. mork—
.:lﬂ” it &géiﬁ. Beo use of thv fﬂellng alnpt tbcm ﬁnd thﬂ.
ﬂrrfccutLon thby recelved, the Chin@gc 1ever_became_numer-_'

OIS nnouﬂh to be tarrﬂf or'!ttpmpt co bihodfreSistance.

or att el thﬂ whltrs.'- _Vf-;' ',Ll .fﬁ: PR fi *. ” : T f_f«‘

Afterlthe flre of 185? the" Trustecs of Columbla tooh

_actlcm aga 1nat thc ChlﬂBS@ element by :cbarring th@m.from‘
Teﬁiﬂinq'within the corporate limlts ol the'town'and'or-
cered bthe Town Msrshall to 1nqtruct the -m to remove at

once on a penalty_of a fine of_frqm @50;t0 @lOO. Those

refusing to move were to he proceeded sgainst as dangerous 




| to the safety of.tHE'town‘l

Ly, o. Lang5'§iﬁt; of Tuqlumné Co.,.Calif;; 285,




 CHAPTRR VI
TRAVEL TO THE MINES

Travel.to tﬁs_Southerr Mines:was very constant.dur-.
ihg the year 1849"éhd13ubsequent years; ‘hose who came -
| to California by way of the Panama Canal and Cape Ho''n -
' _ hrough-San Franeisco and Stockton. The roadifrom |
Stockton to Gonora became qaite celebrated and it i; Te-
'5corded that during tba early. Part of 1849 the campfires-

'along the route were close enough togethe to show the

'-traveler on his way at nigrm. Along the route were deal-

_ers in mining tools, proviuions, and general. merchandise,'

 who also sold liquors, furnished a plate of pork and
beans.for a_dollar, or & night's.lodging for the same
price, the sleeper to-furnjsh his oun blankets.' Board
was charged for at the rate of three dollers per day.l-

A contemporary description of the trip will prohab- 
1y give a clearer picture of travel at that time: |
| Now for our journey. Thé stage was to come for us
at gseven. We had breakfsast and put our duds in the
basket just as the stage drove up. If I should des-
cribe 1t, I would be describing a Newburyport stage in
every particular. I had expected to see a cart or some -

- kind of a wagon. There were ten people inside with the
- children, and four or five outslide. We rode over a

plain of forty miles, and the dust, so thick it was like |

ashes, poured into our faces. At this season there is

110

ittell, EL!:.._I__.,MALI'_O.I.ELQ: «II 125-'

Theodore H.
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no grass to be seen, only busies and oak tees. You
would be surprised how very green they looi, Only‘a
foot below the surface the esrth is moist.

_ - At last we reached the Iills, and stopped at a o

place where there are many Irdians. We dined there at N

a rough dirty-looking house, A nice looking womsn in a :

calico gown, collar and pin vas cutting up meat on a

tablie in the only tolerable 1oom. There was s long ta-

ble with the dinner on it, but the children and I did not

go to 1t. We stood outside the door and hsd some rice

and sauce, and each a cup of goat's mllk, very nice in-

- desed, It was a beautiful-plece{protably Knightts Per-

ry) close to the river, with high hills all around. In-

dians of all ages; men, women and childrer. were sitting

on the ground. They had very black hair, and it sticks

almost straight from thelr heads. They are good natured =

‘but ugly, darker than the Indians of the ftlantic States,

indeed, almost black. ' , , _ :
There we left the stage and.took a strong wagon,

like a Dearborn, as we were going up lnto the mountaims.

The road is often on one side of a hill, znd two wheels

are up and two are down. At a very bad place the gen-

tlemen would get out, and when not very bad. they leaned

to one side. Every now and then the driver would call

out, "Lean to the right%, or "To the left," and thus

it was all the way; and the dust was so bad that once

they stopped to have it settle down a lithle to be able

to see the way. I had on my green linen ;jown, straw .

bonnet and veil, and T put my old red shawl on and pinned

it tight around my neck to keep the dust out, and it was

hot enough to melt. The scenery was loveLy, high hills

" with beautiful little valleys, and mountains beyond. Ta-

ble Mountain is level on top for miles and miles, ' We saw
part of it. We crossed a river, driving ight through i%,
it is now little more than a brook at the place wherelwe
left the stage. We got to Sonora about six o'clock. =
After 1849 many of the later comers 0 Tuolumne Coun-
ty came overland across the plains. Of taose who came to
the Southern Mines and Tuolumne County, some crossed the

Tahoe Range where'Kihsbnry grade now_is,'then into

1 Anne Lee Marston, Becords of & Califorpie Family, 142-43,
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Placerxllle and then South; others came over the old Eni-

grant Irail and through Sonora Pass. Just who came first

by thi: latter route 1s not clear. Tredition has it that

Genera.. John C. Fremont, previous to 1849, had travefsed

ey

and blazed this route and halted for a week or more to

|
f rest I'ls horses at what later came to be known as Relief

§R‘k53ﬁ§?“‘Trauitlu tates further thet he left a brass

canon of the howitzer type near thf summit where 1tfwas
seen by many of the later comers. However, there is no
record of what happened to this canon and its authenti—
city 1s therefore guestionable, ' | o

In the early 5Q0's a party of men was caught in the

first storm of early winter while ascending the east
slope of the Sierras. They abandoned their wagons and
pushed over the summit in a blinding snow storm and des-

cended to a sheltered place. AS their provisions were
nearly exhausted, a few pushed on to the Jarboe ranch
across the river from Tuoiumné.- A-rélief expedition was
organized and brought in the disheartened snow-bound
people. The.place'where they had camped has since be-
come known as Reglief Camp. o

The real trouble and perils Jegan when the wagon
trains took this route. The first wagon train to com-
plete_this'routé was the Duckwall Train. The Duckwall
party consisted of W. J. Duckwall. and wife and six




children, John and 81 Murphy, and a Mr Collins. This
party had- kept company with the Train party for over
1500 miles from Illinois and Indisn Territory and were

| undecided at whst point to eross the mountains. At the,
s nk of the Garson they were met by George Washington
dtrick who warned the Pilgrims against every other route

az being. strewn with.dead people, victims of treacherous

56

s..1des and murderous Indians, and told them that the

_ EmigrantrTrailawas a good broad highsay from the Wslker

“Rilver westwerd,d_However; ﬂo royel‘road was fodnd, and:'
-from.the beginniﬁg of'their ascent-of-the Sierrss'they'_
met trouble,:toil and daeger. The trail led across deeo
csnyons, between immense boulders, close to steep preci-
pioes, and sometimes the wagons hed to: be lifted bodily

over'obstructions. On the day they began their descent

 some cattle strayed from the Train party and while they

were hunting them the Duokwalls took the lead. By hitchr

ing two oxen in front end four behind as a hold-back they
reached Relief September 27, 1853. The Train group ar-
rived the following day. Y

- Then followed the tide of travelers over this route
by wagon, each perty msking some improvement to the road
until it_became_e fairly_passable trail, except that the
~ last few miles into Relief aluaySdreosined a hazardous |

 stretch.
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Thns did the early comers travel to the mines. it
was no easy Journey and was a test of the characters of

| those who attempted 1t. _ .

. A picture of what some of these hsrdships were may

| be :btained from the writings on one Who made the trip.

In *etrospection I recall the hot sand and alknli deserts,

dep:rlved of all the comforts, and most of the necessities

T, P

of Uife., I also recall the herces wWhose life rall orog-_
sed my own when I was a c¢hild, with whose comradeship I
‘went out to serve the needs of my generation as the van-
'guards of civilization. _ . :

. There were no battlefields but over every mile of
- the Iong trail stalked the shadow of death, And what
‘was walting to greet us in Californis? A wilderness
marked by faint tralls of wild Indian feet, and slow
‘agonlzing death caused by the poison fangs of rattle-
snakes who were 1n countless mmbersSeseeees '

‘We passed countless skeletons of cattle of all kinds,
bleached in the hot sun. This road, followed by the early
ploneers, through deserts and mountains of eternal snow,
is a land of mystery, suffering and death that never has
(and never will be) recorded or known. The wrecks of bro-
ken Wagons, wWagon chains, or yokes, and the countless
bleached bones of suffering cattle 18 the only history
- they left on the record for future generations to read....

: Pather was fortunate in being able to secure a well
ironed wagon. No extra welght was allowed, and only a

- 1liited wardrobe. Mother included a small bag of garden

- seeds to the utllity box, and later on they proved a

great value. Firearms and a great quantity of ammnition,

medicine for ourselves and stock was necessary..... ;

- Very often we traveled ‘for weeks not knowing the names
of the rivers we crossed, or the Indians we passed....

our cattle were becoming footsore and leg weary. UWe
capped often when condltions were favorable, for we must
"have food and water for the cattle. Our own food was
scarce. We Tenewed our larder when necessary by killing
a fat young buffalo. Our clothes were worn and we all
necded resteceees ' - : _



: For some time we had noticed a change in the con-
duet of the Indians. They did not visit our camps 21d
show a friendly desire to trade. We would often see a
perty on their ponies, mostly on a hill....By their ac-
tions we concluded they were not friendly. We kept mov- -
ing and paid no attention to the Indians. Shortly af-
ter crossing the Nevada 'ine, we unexpectedly came upon
a wreck of three or four wagons with the contents scat-
tered in every direction. Evidently the emlgrants had -
been surprised, and, belig a small train, were unab]e to-
defend themselves or sto~k......

T do not believe tlere is any comhination of circum-

stances that will unite people as closely asare the mem=

bers of a train, after veary, heartbreaking months ofl
privation, unending toil, dangers, and hardships.....

\

-; Mrs., Lee Whipple Haslam, Esrly Days in Calif., 6-9, |
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CHAPTER VII
 GOVERNMENT

On June 3, 1849, General Riley, Military Governor
of California, issued a proclamation ordering a general
“election. This was the flrst election held by Americans
and was_without legislative suthority, but solely to meet
immediate neede. In Sonora the following were chosen as

delegates to the Gonstitutional Convention to meet Sep—-
- tember 1, 1849. Colonel B. F..Mbore, formerly of Texas,
J. M. Jones, 8 lwyer formerly of New Orleans, P. M.
Wozencraft and B. S. Lippincott. f

On November 7, 1849, the citizens of Soncra met and
formed a town government the principal purpose being the
building of a hospital and caring for the sick nho were
suffering_from scurvy,_caused_by-lack.ef proper food,_ :
neny.having lived‘dnring the previone;minterﬂprincipaiiy
on salted foods. Thiéﬂfirst town. eouncil.or'governing
body consisted of C. F. Dodge, Chairman, Joshua Holding;
Peter Mehen, C. Labetoure; E. Einoberg, J. B. Litton; |
Wm. Perkins; and & mr. Williams. One of their first acts :
was to order a survey of thertown into lots. This work
was given to Coopef_end Calledge nhose.mnp became the
official chart of the town. ﬁhen news came of the ap-

pointment of Sonora as the county seet, the council



‘passed an ordinance claiming all vacant lots as the pro-
perty of the town, and designating the money derived from
thelr sale at public auction to be applied to paying the
costs of the survey and hospital expenses.1

o On April 1, 1850 there was a general election under..

widech the new state and connty governmentS'were to he put

in operation.. B - = j__' : SR

The county was divided into six distriots oy pre-

L Einots, as follows-'

S Sonora, Shaws Flat, Pine Crossing, American Camp a
and Sullivans and all territory lying in the vi-
cinity and between. :

2. Mormon Diggings, McLean'" Ferry and Peoria.

. Curtisville, Green Springs and Barnetts.
4, Jacksonville and Stephens Bar;f_. -

5. Tﬁolumne City'and-vicinify.z

The foIIowiﬁg were elected to positions in”thé'coﬁn- :
ty: Clerk of %he Supreme-Court-;B;'L. Mhrphy;:District |
Attorney--Bs B. Harris; County Judge--A A. H. Tuttle, :
:Countj Attorney-—ﬂ. P. Barber, Becorder--L. C. Gunn, As-
sessor--D. L. Blanchard,_Surveyor-—A. M, Richardson,d
Coroner—-v. Payton; Sheriff--C. Work;' Treasurer--F. A.

Waters.5

1 g, 0. lang, flst. of Tuolumne Co,, Calif., 17-18;

| 2

Stockton Tiges, March 23, 1850. _
- Amna Lee Marston, 0 C _O_ a Fapily, 83.

_Lﬁhm_mg, April 5, 1850, -
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On June 1, 1850, the first term of the Court of Ses-
slons of.Tuolumne County was held aﬁ Sonora.
' On the sixteenth of April, 1850, a petition-was.sent
- to the Legislature praylirg that- Jamestown be incorporated
a clty. The signers werc: B. F. Butterfield, Lewis C,
Gﬁnn, F. 'Neill Charles H. Raffe, C. Esty, BEdward c.

Anizewsy—zr—ws—— nenscnﬁten, John McDonald, Allen Mar~

| dis, A. Coindreau, A. W, iichardson, Zinas K. Smith,
o Winiam' Welght, Byron Woodworth, Robert S._M:I_.ller, Ralph
- T, Forbes, William E. Cuttrell, J. B, Rochette, S. Demilt,
--.Eénfy HoImeé, J. Van&Wagnef, Charles Briggs and John Hunt .t
- On April 27, 1850, an election was held in Columbia |
. for six aldermen and ¥a jor Collihswdrth, ?etér Mahan, F,
A wsLters., Peck Cutrille, A. B. Hatfield, ani Wm. Donovan
were duly elected and a common council consisting of these
six men and ﬂIcélde'BQ.P. Sullivan was formed.®
| ‘In May, 1854, Columbia was incorporated under the
General Inéorporation Act, her-fifst'Board of’ Trustees then
‘being: Samuel Arnold, Sewell Knépp, ¥. F. Bartlett, Alden
Sears and James McLean. Captéin.ﬂaley beéame Marshall, C.

Brown became Treasurer and P. G. Furgeson became. Assessor,®

1 pnna Lee Marston, Records. of s Cslif, Family, 83.
{  ? gtockton Tiges, May 4, 1850. |

3 H. 0. lang, Hist, of Tt oy, Calif., 113.




62
A special petition to incorporate was granted to
Columbia by the Legisleture August 13, 1856; and a'neﬁ-
government was formed April B, 1857, With trustees as
'~_follows. A. C. Goodrich, Patrick Smithb B..C. Northrup,

~C. k. Parsons, and Sylvanus Pitts. Robert Mullen was

Marshall, A. E. Eboker, Treasurer, and 7. A. Poor, As- s

. Sess ‘)1'-1 . N . L —— ,,jf-,___‘. 7_f e

e AL

| Sonora got along mith her original city organization _“.
unti in 1851 when on Mey 26 the new Common Council, pro-
vided for by the legislaxive act of May. 1, 1351, held’ its
first meeting.- ¥r, C. Fo Dodge had been elected the first
Meyoz ‘and H. w. Theall, I. P Yaney, A, ¥. Chatfield, L.
“;C Gxnn,_H. 1. Fuller, R. s. Galdwin and ‘Abrabam Tuttle,
codncilmen. lThe follewing elty officers wWere appointed.
Recqrder~~heander'Quiﬁt;-Tfeasureré—Dehiel Sayre; Asses-
.50£f-Ethen Allen; City Attofnej-—ﬂs A. Besancon; Marshall
--J.VF.'H. McFarlane; Clerk-—A. W.:dekett. 41l these
were confirmed at an eiecfion a few dafs'later exeept Ethen
7 Allen, who was defeated by J. W. Richardson who was elected |
| Assessor in his stead.-_i | | e | |

$wo outstanding ofdinances were passed by this coun-

511. They were Nos. 14 and 15, which prohibited games of
French Monte, Three Card game, String game, Thimbles, Lot-___

tery, Chinese Puzzle, Lock game, or.any game having fraud

1 g o. Lang, fie.0of Tuolumne © .C if., 225, d




as its_:endéncy. Any one convicted of promoting one or

more of these games was to be fined from $25 to $100 or

be impr: .soned up to ten days or both at the option of tle
recorde. l | o | |
Th first meeting of the Board of Supervisors of Tuo-

Iume Cnunty was held July l, 1852, on January 24, 1865,
. ol

House. The contract was awarded to Bell and McBernie for‘

%6, 500. The building was completed and accepted Sep,em-
ber 21, 1852._' _

The slavery questicn betdame an issue in the campaign
off1852. Excitement was great in Tuolumme County and es-
pecially in Sonora where the Slave Party tried to capture
the election by vcting for the pro-slavery men. on both the
Whig and the Democratic tickets. However, the Whigs suc-

' coeded in electing their entire ticket. Young Coffroth
was elected to the'State-Sénate and Wilson to the Assembly.

Both men were under 25 years‘of age.ga'

| Alcaldes ERE
Probably thefﬁost notable.charécters of the gold_ruSh
days were the American Alcaldes. Thé_office'cf‘Alcaide.was
that of magistrate and Justice of the Peace under the Mexi-

“can law, and until after the organizationcof'the state

! 5 0. lang, Bist. of Tuolumne Co.. Calif., 55, 37, 74, 8l-

% prma Lee Marston, Records of a California Family, 176-77.
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government there were no other Jﬁdiciel tribunels.than
those held by alcaldes. Thug during'chis.time'of transi-
tion the jurisdiction of these courts was extended to em-~

- brace everything the nlcalde wished to claim. As a class
these officers were irresponsible, rough, and held light-
h_;jgrjgﬁiaffg}t}ee_cf_lffe:¥ﬁffey bcaSted the possession of

"horse senset and that they could not be cajoled by tech- -

nicelities or refineﬁents of reaSoning. They were readi-
71y influenced by a skillful advocate but not by one who
appealed to law bocks or technical language.r -

One particularly 1nteresting Alcalde wais. S. Ham |
who was the first Alcalde of Scnora. It is asserted that
he assumed this position without the fcrﬁality of a vote
or even the reguest of'his fellow-cifizens.l fle endeavored
ealways to render Judgments acceptable to public opinicn.

If there was a popular ery, Jjust or unjust, against a pef-j
son, there was no hope for him if haled before Alcalde Ham.
Ham was finally deposed by the efforts of Cherles Bassett,
who called a public meeting of the miners and induced them

to.elect James Fprazier, August 1, 1849, eﬁis:efforts'were :

all for the purpose of saving a friend from being sen-
tenced to death by Bam. Frazler was the first Alcalde to
be elected by Americans on the Western Slope. Herman
Theall followed him and was in turn succeeded by Charles

'Dcdge, whc served until the town of Sonora was organized,
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'when he beceme'Justice of the Peacef
In Columbia the generel lawlessness during the boom
of 1850 occasioned an election in which Major Sullivan
was selected Alcelde._ Alcalde Sullivan had a regular Sy8§=-
tem of swindling everyone withwon he had dealings. At

any rate, he maneged to-éét large fees;'end not always

pro * persons. In one ox‘n:S'flrst cases, where
a Mexican was charged with steeling'a pair of leggings,

- the accused was convicted and fined three ounces for steal-
‘ing and the complaining witness mas asked to donate one
ounce for troubling the court. At another time a man
brought suit for a mule. He proved”his'property'ahd the
defendant was ordered to restore the mnle and pay an ounce
~fine and three ounces. costs. As he had no . money to pay,
the plaintiff was ordered th pay the fine and costs, as -
the court could not sit without Pay.- |

Early in 1850 the State Begislature'abolished the of-
fice and juriediCtion.of Alcaldesiand:provided.for'Juetices
of the Peace with.verj reStricted powers.' Yet, by force of
“hablt, many of the new officers continued to assume for a
year or two more the very broed poaers formerly assumed by
the Alealdes. | . R

Probably the most notorious of these mining camp Jus-
ticee was R. C. Barry of Sonora who wae'Justice of the

Peace in 1851. He-Was-e very illiterate'man;end attempted




_in his SPeech.
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| to follow the forms of law and in doing so made many -

ludicrous blunders. For 1nstance; 1n:is$uing aHSummons,-

'against two persons for forcible entry,jhe charged them

with a "nucense" and stated the plaintiff "claimed a writ

'to dispossess them and to héve resti ution according‘to'

law, with appropriate damages for th impossession now

2

“about—to EE“afﬁiéﬁfﬁﬁ*_ag 't im :y sucn nigh hanaed

and mucenary arrogance on the part of the afforesaid

_accused. As ridiculous ag Barry wa' when attempting to

_write, he was, nevertheless, plainly direct and incisive

1

1§, 0. Lang, Hist. of Tuoly . Calif,., 12-13, 25-26,
68-69; Theodore He Hittell, Hls toof Calif., III, 229-8.

o
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|  CHAPTER VIIT
 THE STRUGGLE FOR LAW AND ORDER

From the first'the'miners in tae various camps found
1t necessary to draw up codes for tiaeir oﬁn gd#ernment,

These codes provided for sizes of claims, eté.;_ahd that

the major differences between the miners be referred for
arbltration. One of the éarliest'bf the éodes was that of
.Jackass Gulch, previously.menﬁioned. This.code'specifiéd
the size of claims at the first and at later«workings,
laws of transfer, renewal notice, etc. This code applied
t> Soldier's Gulch also. _ o

The code for Springfield provided fér'the size of
claims, the mammer of staking ﬁnd'notices;'the time of
working, and the manner of registering. All diSputes were
to be referred to a committee of five seleéted_by the mif.

nerS'l

The Jamestown district‘ﬁas.fegulatéd by Miner's Meet-~
1hgs which were held twice yearly,jand'oftener; if:spécial
need arose. In 1853, the laws in force havihg beéoﬁe very
unpopular, the miﬁefs held a.fousing ﬁeeting:and.adopted'
an entire new set. | | | o

At Sawmill Flat the miners' code provided that dis-
putes over claims or water privileges should be submitted

- Charies H. Shinn, Mining Camps, etc., 23?._
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to five arbitrators (two to be selected by each party
and the four to seleot a fifth) _In.Brown's Flat.all,_
five arbiters were to be selected oy the Standing Com-
mittee which was itself to be the court of appeal.

on June 20, 1851, an unusually large group of miners |

.assemb ed at the etore of Mr. Graham in Tuttletown for:

| meetin' was called to order by Capt. John Sutton and

the Pu ‘pose of making laws by which to govern tne gquartz S T

mining oPerations in Township 2, Tuolumne County.f The

f.Col c XK. GillesPie was appointed President and J. De -

Patter: on Secretary. The president explained the object o
_rof the meeting and the necessity of drawing up a code,
'eand appointed a committee, consisting of Mr. Saunders,-

Dr. Brown, Captain-John Means, Mr, Hiller,.Dr.-Ingersoll'-

Mr. Bovles, and Mr, H. H. Means, to draft suitable laws S
- and resolutions. The principal elements of their code = - - o
were ‘that a man could 1ocate 200 running feet on his own _ | | N
discovery o 100 feet on one already discovered, and that
- disputes were to be settled by arbitration.z_: o

‘_. In districts where there were Alcaldes,_few codes.

made provision for arbitration sinee jurisdiction belonged
to the Alcaldes, though some did recommend arbitration or

"conciliacion" as it was known in Spanish 1aw.

N Charles H.,Shinn, Migigg_gg_gg etc., 258-242.
an, July 4, 1851. |
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Various codes ]ed Sphcial pr>visions to fit Special

'-needs, as for instance, tae prote'tion of pay dirt thrown

up in the dry diggiigs du*ing the summer for washing in

the winter; and the diver;ion of :treams of water without
the consent of those interested a1d already using them.l
Each set of 1aws or code was calculated to fit the

tendency toward simplification ard uniformity in the main

provg?ions, and by degreep a system of mining laws devel-

":oped. In 1851 the Legislature provided that in actionsl

resPecting claims the customs, uqage and regulations of

the diggings embracing the claims should govern, and thus -

the development of mining laws irto a system.was atded.?

Commencing in 1850 the ‘bistory of Tuolumne County a~

bounds in thievery,.murders,_lynchings, failure of Justice
‘and the work of vigilance committeés. In this year Miles

0'Cormor drew a pistol to shoot a ‘man who had insulted
him, fired twice and killed two passersby.3 On May 7,
1850, one Mexican in a fit of jealousy shot another threugh

the heart and beat the woman they had been living with near-
1y to death. A great deal of smuggling,'principally of

Serapas and blankets from Mexico, was going'On.4

1 Charles H. Shinn, ﬂuniggﬂggmn_, ete., 245—246.
® Jobn S, Hittell, General Laws, 5552, Statutes, 1851,

8 stockton Times, March 50, 1850.

4 Tbid., May 11, 1850,
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On Sunday morning, June 12, Samuel Whetmore shot
down Nr. Meckey of the house of Mackey and Beltand as a

result of an argument over a monte table the previous

_'evening.1

Three Mexicans-murdered Mr, _Miller and Mr.
Orlando two mileS'west of Jamestown.2

With firty people in the room, ‘one hundred dollars

: &ieappeared—frem—a anket on a monte table “#hen the
'_operator stepped. away for . five minutes.: Three Chinese
'rsurprised three Americans, killed ene, wounded another |
and the third escaped. Numerous robberies were reported
"at Jamestown, Ward's Ferry and Sull:!.vans.3 o -

| A Mr. Stratinaum was murdered oh the lzth of uly
*between CarSOn'e Creek and Coyote Diggings, supposedly
by Mexicans.4 A Mr ‘Bycke and a Mr Dolf were murdered
between_Sonora and Sullivans Diggings_on October 20,
'1850. A Iynch case_oeeurred_ie'Senpra=in April, 185%.
John M. Jones, a'resiﬁent of_Mbrmen‘Guleh,iwes_accused
of stealing a horse fromrm. Sﬁoemaker. A lyﬁching Jary
was formed, cemprising H. G. Paine, F. Boggs, Je F. Eas-~
‘tin, D. L. Baldwin, c. F. Cherry, N. H. Pike, Joel R, |
Smith, J. C. D Camp, G. W. Sohuman, S. L. Plerce, J. W..

1 stockton Times, June 8, 1850-
‘2 Ipig., June 29, 1350.
8 Ibid., June 29, 1850,

4 Ibid., July 20, 1850.



Bostick and S. Cappr. Their-verdict'fellows-'

- the jury, find the prisoner, Jobn M. Jones, guil-
ty of tﬁs nd assess the punishment at four dogzen lashes,
- well laid up m the bare back with a cowhide, to be lain on {
by the accus rst Robert McGarvey, S. M. Miller, L. G1ll- '
- man, and Dep ity Constable Curtiss; &lso to have his head
shaved, and 1w 1ls hereby ordered to leave Tuolumne County.
immediately. It 1s also ordered by the jury that a copy .
of the proce*dings ie published in the Sono;a Berald and
-theitp_cm

In 1865 .a blacksmith by the name od Kittering was
Jmurdered by Justice of the Peace W. H. Wcrth because he
' had accused 1he latter cf being one of tle robbers of .
- Judge Brunton. ‘In the;trial_thet followed-Worth was ac-
quitted.2 | o : | | | _
| _ John Sheldon, night watcl'nnan at Sonora, was murdered
_.by three Chileans 1n revenge for the- death of a countryman

'1n what was known as the "Riot in the Tigre. Escebar ana

”.iSebada were captured the next day in Tuttletown and found

guilty and sentenced to hang, August 3.5

On October 10, 1855, J. H. Smith.of Knickerbocker
FIat was mirdered in Mar‘cha'c Saloon on the corner of
Main and Jackson Streets, Columbia._ Marthe'= young hus—
~band, John 8. Barclay was. taken from the Jail, tried by

1ynch court and hanged from the flume.%

1 stockton Times, npril 16, 1850,
® 5, 0. Leng, Hista of Tuolumpe Co., Callf., 178-187.
5 Ipid., 189-90. .
4 1pid., 190-94.
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These few examples selected at random show that
crime was rampant in Tuolumne County, and eSpeoially in
the Sonora region. The lynch cases show that the better _
part'of the community-wae deterﬁined to put a stop.to-crime f
and the failure of justice, resorting to vigilance commit-

‘tees and lynch jurles when necessary.’ The new Judiciary,

provided by the State Constitution, was 1ooked forward to

with favor, and there was a disposition to try the effi-

ciency of the new courts in protecting the commnnity. How-

- ever, 1t soonebecame evident that the technicalitles that = ' .
had grown up io the bOdy,_SubStance;;and procedure of the 3
eriminal law, made it next to imposSible to convict any

person of erime who had mohey”or_friends to secnre_a law-

ver. And many felt it was stiil'neceSSary'to'resort to

-1ynch law to enforce the fair dealing the regular tribu—
: nals failed to enforce. | '

In June, 1851, 1ntonia.Cruz and Patrico Janori were
arrested for stabbihg_Captain George.w; Snow to deeth |
and taken to Shaw's Flat to be tried. & lynch court took
| them from the proper authorities and tried and condemned
them to be hanged. This lynch.court was composed of men

who had previously upheld the District Court but had lost

falth in its efficiency.l

1 g, 0. Lang, Hist. of Tuolumne Co.. Calif., 74-76.
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Jim Hill was. tried by lynch 1aw at Campo Seco for
-robbinp a store at that place and was condemned to death.
Some o the crowd: demurred at the death penelty for rob-

~bery, out crime had been so nﬁch oﬁ'the increase that the
 Legisliture had left it within the discretion of Juiies to

1l

impose 1t. When he was taker out to hang there was a ai-

viston of opinton and ““ﬂriff Work -managed. tc_resc ue_him

‘and St art back te Sonora with him,  Word. reached ‘Sonora
ahead af the Sheriff, and Mr. E. Linoberg, = prominent
~ merchaant, and L. D. Fa Edwards assembled a crowd, met

| the Sheriff, tookzﬂill aﬂay and_bore him off to a tree bef

" hind the El‘Dorado'Hbtel where;he was henged;S

There came to be so little confidence felt in the ad-

minietretion of.justice b? the regular courts that ih June,
1851, it was felt necessary to ferm a permanent Vigilance
Conmittee, _This_movement was stimilated by the attempt of
 some ¢f the criminals to burn the town (Sdﬁera) and pro-
£1t by the confusion that'wduld result. _Thiscommittee
was iritiated,.conducted'end carried oﬁt by the most or-
derly and resPected cltizens; and in- about two weeks' tine
1t hed cleared the moral atmosphere by dealing justly with
the Iaw breakers.3 By 1852 a Vigilance Committee was or- |
ganized'in almost every mlning town. Eynch.laﬂ was

tatutg§, 1851 406, Je Se Eittell, ng, Laws, 1459, note
Ce

2 B, 0. Lang, Bist. of Tuolumne Cos, Caliﬁ;,_??—?g;
3 Ip1d., €0. | .
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resorted to again in 1853 and several times in 1855, and -

- vigilance committees were pretty much in evidence during-
: the whole decade.

Military Organization.: |
. In these Stirring years it becam: thelpride-«f the
' town to support a military organizatiun. Co]umbic had to

outdo her neighbors by supporting two

_ : The first military group - to be o'ganized in ”uolumne_
"County was the “Fusiliers" of Uolumbua,_whicb begdn its
.‘life in January, 1854. The members were dressed in snap-.

Py uniforms which were quite attractive to the eye and

'_'they always ﬂcut Quite a figure“ on special days when they

'were on parade. Their place of meeting was John Leary s
Armory Hall in Columbia. : _ . _
The next military company to be organized was the

Sonora_Greys, a compeny of 5O members, who were organized
'in the spring of 1854, having been inspired by the Colum-
'_‘bia Fusiliers; The mGreysﬂ'were'conManded.by Captain H,
"W Theall, an accomplished officer and drill master,_who ,
_'was at that time postmaster of Sonora.- They were provi-.'

 ded with arms and: accoutrements by requisition ‘upon the'

'-'U. S. Quartermester General. Their uniforms were taste-

' fully designed and neatly made of gray cloth. During the
first two years, they resclved to erect their own armory.

They raised_major_Ball's building an additional story and



had their guarters on the ﬁpper floor, where they'had a -
space sixty by:twentyfnine feet. This they fitted ﬁp
neatly with the assistance of many publiC'spiritéd citiQ

75

"zeﬁs. Captain Steﬁart had now become théir”drillmaster. -

In June, 1857, the peuple of Columbia organized a
| second military group, ‘the Columbua Light Artillery.

" This organi ation became gii 8 definite feature in the

County. - Being reSplendent in its uniforms and trappings,

it far outshone the more cnmmonplace organizations of in-’

fantry.- ThEy were command=d by Major J. B. Urmy, who

__was Associate Editor of th: Tuol Courier. Bieutenant

-Hboker and Sergeants McDonald and Leavitt assisted him.l

a o, lang, Hist, og T1 olumne Countx,.calif;,-159~14dg'




About $1,000,000 of damage was done.
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«'HAPTER IX
DEVA ‘TATING FIRES

Almost all of the important digginés suffered from
one or more destructiv: fires.‘.In the main the buildings

were of cloth or wood, and in the summer months they be-

. _came so drigé_ggiﬁﬁhﬁtigyg fire bazard was very high.

The closeness of the buildings together made it extreme-

1y difficult to stop a fire once 1t was well under way.

Sonora's flrst great fire occured June 18, 1852,
(A smell fire had occured November 14, 1849); Fire broke
out about one a. m. in the Hotel de France which w&s lo-

cated on the old Plaza racing?washington Street. The

:fire 5pread nortward as far as where the Episcopal

Church now stands, and even further in places. The only
buildings saved in this neighborhood ﬁere the Rev. Deal's

. new M. E. Church and the Re#. W, H. Long's Wesleyan Church,

1

Sonora had two fires in 1853. The first occured on
October 4th, and started in Babetoure's building, mldway

between the two branches of Sonora Creek. The building

Wwas speediiy destroyed and the fire spread rapidly in every

direction, burning as far:north as Cooper and McCarthy's

* 1livery stable, which Was the last bullding on that side of

14g o, Lang, ounty, Calif., 86-87;
Anna Lee Marston, ggords of a Callf. Family, 171;
§an Joaguin Republlican, June 19, 1858,
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the street. The bank buildings of Wm. Hammond and Co.,
Adams and Co., =1d Wells Fnrgo and Co, were déstroyed..
~E. Bs. Lundy, a Ctnadién, who was asleep in the rear of
Hbidén's salbonlwas burned”ﬁb death. Through.the efforts
of the hook and .adder and the hos® companies and the ci-
tizens generslly the fire was finally checked. The fire

had lasted one hour and the loss aggregated $300 000. S

~Less than a month later (November l) a blaze started
- in a building occupied by Chinese. It syread to Batchel—_
derts "Daguerrian Gallery," a tin and stove store, Mes-'
‘sech and McGullough's_ﬂarpenter Shop, Neil's Sadlery,

| the "Shades Saloon,™" a-bnrbar shnp; the law offiée.bf
Hall and Greenwood, Wood and Purdy's paint store and
others, The damage totaled $50, 000.1 .

- On ' July 3, 1854, Sonora had another fire in which
_twelve buildings were burned and one man_lost_his 1ife.
On November 11, 1857, anptﬁﬁr_fire”occnred._ on August
v, 1658, a fire broke éutzin-tne'ﬂmigre# and did $50,000
of damages. Another fire occured in the "Tigréﬂinugnst'
2, 1860. Somora had another great fire August 6, 1es1.
It broke out in a house adjoining the Democratic Age
'offive on the corner of Washington and Yaney Streets and
spread to surrounding buildings, including the Placer |
Hotel across the street.t The loss was about $150,000.2
" H. 0. Lang, gig1;4gﬁiﬁuxunmgi$kngnagm9§l;£g, 154-135._
© Ibid., 220. - -




T

On July 10, 1854, fire broke out near Clark's Hotel
on Lroadway in Columbia. Before 1t was checked it ‘had
connumed nearly every house on Broadway, Fulton, Washing-’

.ton, State and Main Streets.- The principel exception was -
the fire-proof building of_Donsld:and:Parsons on Main and
Wastington Streets, The damage was $500,000.% small

fire occured in December of the same year..

On August 95, 187, Golumbia's second great fire
occured. This fire was even more destrictive than the
sfire of 1854, It broke out in a Chinese dwelling on the
:north SiQe of Jackson otreet and burned over the whole
nprtheﬁn part ofsthestown.' The burned—over district lay |
‘between Pacific Street on the north, Columbla Street on
" the east, Main Gulch on the Soﬁth'end bfeedway on.the
- West. Supposedly fireproof buildings (brick) disappeared
as f by magic. y | lerre quentity of gun powder in. the
store of H. N Brown exploded, killing H. N. Brown, Wil- o
lian Toomey, J. M. B. Crooks, Dennis Deiscoll Captain | ':', o
_Rudolph.and seriously 1njur1ng several others. The fire |
'companies of Columbia and Sonora rendered able assistance
.untwl the water in the hwdrants failed. The loss was
$500,000.%  On July 27, 1861, Columbia had another fire
"4in which the loss totaled $26,000.

® Ipid., 221-222. | ” | |
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Tuttletown suffered by fire on 0c£oﬁer_11; 1851,
Poverty Hill was'destroyed_by,firé Septemhér:zo, 1854.
JamestoWn had a §75,000 fire October 6, 1855, and a
$20,000 fire Oétober'6, 1B58.- Mbntezuma was destroyed
by‘fire in'July; 1866; and Big Oak'Flatlpractically des-

Lo

:

|
4

| troyed on October 20, 186%. Big Oak Flat's loss was over

main to this day. ‘One of theseibuildingé‘was oﬁe in

which a. store was maintained in the early days, first by
a Mr. Dexter, then by a Mr. :amble and then by J. D. Mur-

phy.t

1 tnformation furnished by Mrs, E. G. Gobden of Big Dak
Flat. _ '

$50,000 and only three brick bulldings withstood and re-—— — —
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- CHAPTER X
EARLY NEWSPAPERS

The first newspaper to be rrinted in Tuolumne Counp
ty or anywhere in ths mountains of Cal: fornia mas the

weekly _ggg;gﬁﬁgxalg The first issue appeared on the
-‘morning of July 4, I Eﬁ:ﬁ The- ad ent o _thig mihing pa--

per ygﬁ_heralded by : following noti*e in e Stockton
~ paper. . .. o " | .
Adveftiseﬁent—ﬁﬁgngxa_ggzgég. On or before the 4th day

- of July next, the first number of the Sonora Herald will
. be publishedlin the town of Sonora. Part will be printed
in Spanish. _ - _ ‘ R C

The first seven issues of the ‘paper were printed on
 paper nine by thirteen 1nches. With ths_eighth number
the page was enlarged %o twelve by seventeenriﬁchas; |
Several 1ssues of_tﬁe'paper_ﬁere brinted ph.wrapping pa-
per as,naws'prinﬁ cduld not be obtained. The subécription
pricé‘mas twenﬁy dollars a'yéar._ Singlé coples sold_fdr
firty'centsaeachg _Adveftisemeﬁﬁsjédst $4;QQ?fof six.1ines
Cor Iess. o | B o

The press upon ‘which the first 1ssues were printed
had an interesting history. Broughx by ship from Boston
to Monterey in 1852 by Augustine Zamorann, after the
Anmerican occupation it was used by Colton and Semple to

1g _“nnkxgn.zimaa ‘June 22, 1850,
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' print the _g_;igxnig_ﬁﬁa;, the first paper issued in Ca-
' _lifornia and on the whole Pacific slope. When the Star
: mas united with the’ Algg__alizﬁnnigg, the pres: was re-
moved to San Franeisco, from which place the combination %
- payer was 1ssued. ‘When improved machinsry was purchased
. the old press Was moved to Sacramento and use d to publish

_“GIIE_TI-H G et Timass 3 Jc_m;f'_j;r,s%_?&ger_ ,g,f_.._-i_;hnf..i.n,..er._igrre _Phe

 press was tlen purchased bf Jamss White shd . A.'Root;-f ;' . -
who used 1t to publish the. § ggg QB T;me and later the
':_Sonorg Hg;g,gg | _ | _
| - It was finally sold to the editor of the olgmbgg
) §§gg, who failed to pay fgr.it and 1t was attdched by
_crsdiﬁors, but befors_it could be'fémb#ed it'was_carriéd_ -
to the street during the night and burned by‘sympathizers;' Lk
The frame, platen, ribs and part of the bed were of
' wood, the bed on.which the forms 1ay were of stone, and-
the screw by-which_ths;impression was_taken was Qf iron,_
Dufihg the.existencesof the ﬁgggra'ﬁeral da large
‘number of editors shaped its policies and - politics. .The f_ |
following is a list of the editors in chwonological or- RE it
der, some having had ths position two and three times. B
' _James-White, J. G. Marvin, J. R Reynolds, Dr. L. Co
Gunn, E. L. Ghrisman, Walter Murray, Je. O’Sullivan, Dr.
. C. Gunn, J. ‘Sullivan, Alexander Murray, E,;A. Rock-

“tell and J. O'Sullivan. In politics it was Independent,
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Democratic, American (Know Nothing) Whig, and. finally
Republican._

The Herald uSually ran two or more columns in Spanish
and occasionally a column in French. The first number
carried an advertisement of the fir&t stage line from So-

nora to Stockton and another of Judge-J. G. Marvin's ex-

press - Iine comiecti S&ﬂﬁE?&ﬂexs with the Southern

| Mines. A May, 1851, ~issue states that the census 1s about
| ~ to be completed and that the population of Tuolumne County
will be shown to be between eighteen and twenty thousand_
‘persons. Another note in this issue stated that the ‘sub-
seription ﬁrice was'tO”be'reduced from twenty:te ten dol-
lars a year.1 - | P
Dr, L. C. Gunn bought an interest in the Sonora ggra;
in November,; 1850, and=soon thereafter began building an
adobe house to be'nééd for.a ﬁrinting dffice,-reeorderis
office (he being the County Recorder), v&it‘h awelling rooms
in the upper story, his family now being on their way from

the States. This wes the first two-utory house in Sonora.g-"
A March, 1851,-issue of the laggr Times of Sacramento

" carried an editorial telling of the ‘shipping of & press to -
Nevada City and the beginning of the eyada Messeggg
which it heralded as being the first paper in the mining
region. In answer to this the §_ggz§gg_migg_ noted as
. Theodore H. Hittell, ﬂ;ﬁtm;__glii., 111, 35-37, 71,
Anna Lee Marston,,_QQALQQJQL;LLQQQJQﬂEQLglx, R52.
? pnna Lee Marston, Records of a Calif. Family, 84.

— i



44_%56‘6T&‘Ramage Press formeriy used oy “the~Son -

follows:

We beg friend Lawreice!s pardon-~The first newspaper in
the mountains was the Sonors Herald established by the

proprletors of the _&gggzgnhHngg, James White and W. A,
Root. : _

On October 25, 1851, the first issue of a new weekly
newspaper, the Colymbia Star, was issued bw W Gore on

 The firstwcopy stru:k off was purchased by Mrs. De'Ndille
for an ounce of-g01i. Mrs. De Noille was the first white
~ Woman in Columbia and the second in the county and was
very much 1nterestei in the prOgress of the city.2

The life of tke _glgm_;g_ﬁhg; was very short and the .
paper was soon in financial difficulties.

- In November, 1852, a new weekly, the _glggp1g~gg_§_§g
edited by Colonel Falconer,-maderits debut. This paper -
prospered for three years and on November 10, 1855, it

was merged into the Cg .
A year later Colonel Falcoﬁer_Sbld hiz interest to John
Duchow and T. M. Yaney,.mru Duchow.becoming editor., Ia-
ney sold his interest.to R‘_J.fSteete-létef._ The com-

bined paper was a foul' page issue,'just a little smaller

than the Songra Herald.®

L tdg;;;on Tiges, April 2, 1851,
® d5. o. Lang, mﬂ_ww-, 10-1-
Ibid.
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The Q;inggz was established in Columbia in May, 1854
by Heckdown and G:Lst.l. | |
On June 21, 1856, the weekly golgmb;an appeared.'

--Messrs. Oliver and Wilson were editors and proprietors.-
' on June 20, 1856, the Tuolumpe Courle:

appeared at

_Columbia._ The editors ang proprietors were W A. and =

Jes Cov Ducnow*annfv.—us Urmy——‘gr_;;m;;hf

In June, 1858, the Sgnggg I&l_ suspended publica-

i _  tion and on July 16, 1866, the. Igg;gggg Cogrier su3pended..

_ Thns, many nemspapers were begﬁn, and met with.vari—
‘ous success; some. suSpending after a - few issues, and

-others thriving over a Span of years. D

B

I_HQ 0; Lang,.ﬁggt;-gg Tﬁo;umgg County, Calif., 114.



. CHSPTER XI
'BRINGING IN THE WATER

| Wator supply early became a problem in the mines;
Labor in the mines in meny of the'diggings Was-Seasonal;

. At best only a 11tt1e pay dirt could be thrown up in the

.dry season for washing when the reins came. In many dig-

gings the wet season was very short indeed. In other

'sections the amount of water was very inadequate and pro-_

-vided washing facilities for only a few.-

in Columbiaethere came a e¢rying need for water very
early after the first_great.ruSh. _In'iuﬁe_zé, 1851, a -
number of.interested pedple-from’veinus camps met in

Columbia to determine the advisability of bringing water

-from the Stanislaus River into the diggings. W. H. Carle-_
ton was appointed President; C. C. Richardson, Vice Presi-

dent; and George Graham, Treasurer. ' The attendence.was

large and spirited. A company was efganized'andea con~-

 stitution and by-laws were adopted. The_stock‘was divided
‘into 200 shares of which 163 were 1mmediately'subscribed;l

On July 1, 1851, the Tuolumne Water Co. began work
at Summit Pass. One hundred and fifty men were at work

on the ditch. Their purpose Was to bring the water to

! san Joaguin Bepublican, July 2, 1851.

—T P
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Columbia, Yankee Hill, Shaws Flat, and all other suleches
leading into Woods Cneek. Joseph Dance had been.made _
President and General Bernard Engineer._ The compeny ran.
short of money and were assisted by D. 0. Mill: & Co.,

bankers of Saeramento, ‘who ‘afterwards establisned a

. branch DanK at Columbiz, & "twenty tom" stream from

Pive Mile Creek was turned into Columbie Mey 1, 1852,
and ﬁor a while this was the only support of the mining .
industry. The diteh was later constructed to the Stanis-
1a s and brougbt in a 150 tom stream.l'
 The Tuolumne County Water Co. completed the exten-
ei)n'of3their canal to Montezuma, December 1, 1852, and
bu:lt a reservoir thefe. The ditch brought in a stream
3% feet wide and 2 feet deep.

The Tuolumne HWdraulic Association tapped the Tuo-
lunue River 25 miles east of Sonore at an elevation of
5,000 feet and bullt a more extemsive ditch,?

There were a few-smaller companies. The Seco Com-
pany's race brought water f#oﬁ-Woeds.Creek into Campo
Seco; the Jackson Flat Bace'breughtfwater from Mormon
Creek into Jackson-Flat. In February the Sonora Water
Company's ditch began conveying water from Sullivan'e
Creek to Sonora. tThe.Sullivan's Creek Race brought
1 san Josguin Republican, July o, 1851; |

H. O. Lang, Hist. of Tuc ;gmg County, Calif., 120,126-7.
'® H, 0. Lang, Hlst. of Tuolume County, Calif., 115.



_water from Sullivan's Creek.to Shaws Flat. This raee
‘was able to bring in water during only a few weeks each :
season, but it paid the expense of digsing and h&ndsome -
dividends besides.' Miners floeked into th= vicinity of
the water, and life and activity prevailed in-a region
which was afterwards nearly deserted, This company ex- .
*_;enaeaﬁiET_EIEE£4554§E§_TE—1umne River and- _'ableeteféf;;f
supply for a longer period the following year.-_' |
" In the fall of 1854 the Columbia Stanislaus River
'Water Co. was formed because the Tuolumne Company was
_7 not bringing in a sufficient supply of water and their
ncharges were said to be too high.. A\meeting~was called -
in September and the following directors were elected.
ST W Coffroth, President, G. W. Wnitman; . Ingersoll;

James McLean, John Jolly, S Knapp; Dr._Windler, Secre—
tary, T, N. Cazneau, Treasurer, H. Daegener (of Wells
‘Fargo Express Company), A. Fletcher, Supt., and T. L.

. Trask, Engineer. _ ) | _
- The ditch‘was to be 20 miles in 1ength.but was la-  -- -
'1.+er extended to 60 miles. The upper 8 miles was in deep } - =
.-'loamy soil and reqnired ditching only. The nexﬁ seetionl'- o o
was over broken country, a considerable portion of which - |
had to be flumed to carry-the water'across gullies or |
barren, rocky-places. nThe lasn nine and one-half miles

- required flnming ali'the,may;_ Hawever,-aiong the entire
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course there was an abundance of fir, plne and cedar
“thich could be used for fluming. Flumes were built of

oards to carry the water across the gullies or over

--_Jlaces too stony for ditches to be dug.

Owing to financial matters, little was acoomplished
until the next spring and 1t might not have been comple-

ted at 11l but for a favorable circumstance.
| Tis miners felt that they were paying the Tuolumne
‘Water C>., t00 much for their water.' Th@y met and peti--
tioned the company to reduce the rates to $4 00 per day
for a ocne tom stream. The company replied that it was |
impossible to reduce the price. The miners ‘met again
and pledged themselves to strike against the price,rand
arrahged to haVe all.claims of_thpée Who'wbﬁld'ceaSQ
operations and strike.protected against jumpers., Thej
also petitioned the office of the olumbia'éﬁd Stanis-'
laus River Water Co. %o recommence work on tbeir canal
| in order to provide work for the-sbriking men. This
.-company agreed to do- so, providihg at 1aéét'200 miners
would jprovision theméelves whiie they:ﬁarked. They -
were to be péid-ih'stodk at the'rate of $4.00 per day.
Arrangements wére_ﬁlso_madewto provision an additidnél '
nunber ﬁho'were not able to do so’fpr themselves., It |
was estimated that-500'men could finish the work in 35

days. The miners'accepted and began'ﬁofk at once.
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As might be expeeted_the_Tuolumne'ceuhtijater:Co.,

seeing their mieteke,'their #ater'geing'to ﬁaste, and &
large competitive diteh beinr repidly finishei, offered
to hire the idle miners to ealarge their diteh and ex~

‘tend it for 123 more miles S) as to get a larger supply.

They agreed to pay 1n scrip 1t the rate of $4 Q0 per =

-day, which scrip woule be gond for- waner at w&oUU'&’uaY
for a epe-tqm stream. ThiS_offer also was-accepted by
the miners. The'seuth fork of'the'Stenisleﬁe River was
:found to provide an insufficlent supply of water so the

‘ditch was extended to the north fork. This latter work :

was completed in 1858 and a. great water celebration was .

AN
held Monday, November 29, 1858.1

£., 132-172,
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CHAPTER XIT |
TOPOGRAPEY AND GEOLOGY

‘The topography of Tuolumne County is varied in the

_Iextreme. It_rangee from low foothill country to the high :
'Sierras. ~In the Ioﬁer'regions the hills‘are'roonded, the'f

o valleys are wide and mature and large flat areas abound.

In the higher portions the mountains are steep and sherp,

,rthe valleys are . in extreme youth and there are no fIats.
~f IThere are many bars-along the more-level portions of the
'.river and oreek beds. ''he Stanislaus River cuts across
:fthe northern and the Tunlumne River across the southern
.'boundary of. the County, and many large and smell creeks

cut across the county;aud drain into the one or_the other.

: Deep éoil'covers't?o region'infmehy places,"while'in

others, even on some of the: flats, jagged rocks lie ex-

'“posed. Some of the r0oks are igneous in character, others

~“are shale and slate and limestone._f

A distinguishing feature of the county is Table Moun-

e‘tain which rises IOOO to 20@& feet above the surrounding
: ooontry.' It extends across the country as a gigantic ba-
'eaiﬁiclwall with a bare, almost level_top enﬂ_nearly per-
pendicular sides. Geoloricaiifrit is in a.class oyziteelf. -

5.It was formed centuries 180 by a stream of 1ava, poured

from a volcano or filssur: near Silver Mountain in Alpine
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County; which flowed in a southmesterly direction for 40

miles down an old river channel which branched about four-
teen miles above Columbia. Here it cooked and hardened.
During the succeeding ages the banks of the ancient stream,

offering 1ess reslstance to erosion than the lava, have .

washed away to a depth of-from 500 to 800 feet below the
- e T T

. in places, the gravel of. the old river bed above the ge- -

neral 1eve1 of the country. This solidified stream of
lava now appears as a flat-topped mountatn, ranging from
- a few hundred to 2000 feet in width. The lava itself 15 
from 60 to SOO.fQEt in depth. ‘Below the lava is a layer
of about 50 feet of clay‘and-sand,-and then a iayer of

gold-bearihg gravel of the old river bed, about 25 feet
in'depth,l_ The 1ayer-of'_c1ay*is-iich in the fossil ré;
mains of plants;iieaves and siiicified'wood;_wbich place
the gravels of this long extinet river bed in the_Neocene
'-age.  It also cbhtains bones, tusks, and teeth of primi-
tive.animals, ihclﬁdihg man. As well as impléments'made

ahd'used_by pre-hlstoric peoPlés.  Nore than 200 feat be-

 low the sufface, émong the stones of the ancient river
bed, at Springfield Flat, a'slab of granite, bearing
marks believed'té have been carved by préhistoric peoples,

l‘Theodore H, Hitte}.l, , m, 147-8;

J. Ross Browne,_,

top of the lava, leaving tha basalt ‘and 1ava and “even,” e
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-was found by a minep of the Springfield_Tunnel and‘Dévelop-
ment Co., From neaiby were remoﬁed'soﬁe'bonés”declﬁred by
paleontologists to be thQSe of the three toed horse known
as the Hipparian.

The Stanislaus Biver hag cut across the lava flow be-
: low Abbeyﬂb Ferry and othﬁr streams in other places._ The
- State High ay between Oakdale and- uonora“pa es “through - e
 two such gipS in the two branches of the mountain, one .
Jus£ eéét.)f Yoseﬁiﬁe‘Junction'ahd_one about a mile and
a half wesu. | | o | |

In th= gravels beneath Table Mountain there is much
- gold. - Miners have tunneled‘great.distances “to reach it
and while millions in gold have beén taken frOm beneath
the mountain, millions have been spent in getting it, and
1t 1s estimated that 31,00_0’,200’0 more has been spent than
has been taken out. DT o ' B

The topography of ths county has undergone many chan-_.
-~ ges, Formerly a very.bigh mauntain_range lay east of |
where fhe Sterra Nevada now stands. All*térritory'to.ﬁhe
- west was:then under the Pa1eozoic_Séa. -Vblcanoes were
numerous and active and dsciliétions of the éarth’s crust
were freqﬁent. The voleanic ashes that fell into the
shallow seas became amphibolite schists, while those that
- fell upon the 1and_became-first mud and_then slate. As
time went on erosion cut down the lofty elevation to the
 east and filled in the shallow seas to the west, the sea
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: rceding. Later the Juratrias'séa'covered the Wofher
Lxe region and the territory to the eastward. Toward

the close of this era a mountain range running in a gener—
- ally northerly directﬁon, was gradually raised from out
Cef the sea midway between where Sonora and Montezuma now

gre. By the beginninp of the Neocene period it had been

- eroded to a rolIiﬁé‘ﬁéhepialn wntn yﬁanwaceasicnal;_ﬂuﬂ_ﬁ

monadnock to break the monotony. Later came the volcanic
‘nruptions to the east which.were accompanied by masses of
rhyolitic pumice which gorged the waterways, causing many
to Spread_put as lakes (now flats).- When thg eruptions
ceaéed thé'étreams began cuitiﬁg reéularﬂéourses. 'Théir -
grades were made more preciﬁitoﬁs and‘ﬁheir erosive powéf
augmented.by the pusbing up of the Siérra.ﬂévada'ﬂange by
" internal forces. Vblcanic erﬁptiOns came again brihging
'volcanic mud, conglomerate, Sand and fine tuff. Valieys
and low hills were buried beneath the torrent of lava aﬁd
;fhe éhannel of the large stream, draining the Sierras,
~ wes filled. During the succeediﬁg ages the adjoining.
hills were eroded away, 1eaving Table Mountain. -
The geology of Tuolumne County 1s very “erratic." A

- mining engineer, W. H. Storms, has said, ﬂIt is more than
probable that a cross section.taken every-half,-or even

every gquarter mile a1ong the Gold Belt, would show an
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entirely different structural condition.

The . gold was origina ly thrown up with quartz through
fissures or cracks in other rocks. These gold bearing f1s-
sures are.loeatéd_mqstlj on the Westefn slope of the Siei- o

~ ras from one to four thousand feet above sea_level;.‘One
..of the chief of theee is ;hs'mbtherlLodeeend its.branches
| or companioﬁ‘Véins tine ly tracee leﬁ on or gear the
_:surfaoe from Mariposa County to Amador County.1 o
R Geographically the Mother Lode is divided into three
'esystems- the foot wall vein, the 1arge amphibolite schist

| :"vein, and the east vein which 1s by far the richest. - The

" Mother Lode is not a cont;nuous vein of quartz, but dis-

.‘”appears absolutely for. considerable di;tances. Actually
it 1s a chain of OVerlapping veins, all of which occasion-
. ally disappear, to_conﬁinue_again in a true line on the

opposite side of a barren StrétChii Ocoasionally'tﬁe' |

) guartz continuity is preserved by another vein, perhaps
.overlapping, lying to the east or west. Some-of.the

'1arger veins or-stringers are banded or ribboned, vhich

~ has resulted from ‘reopening and refilling the fissure.

The torrential rivers, falling over a hnndred feet
to the mile, cut through the quartz veins, and with tre-

mendous force tore out the gold and carried it downstream

1 J. Ross Browne," pe, 14-15,
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to be deposited far or near as circumsténces might diréct. :
There were many-ahcienﬁ'ri#er beds; ﬁdéad tiversﬂ, whose
‘currents had run at right ahgleé,_north and south, to the
courses of present streams,\and wh@se.deep gravelsiabounﬂ
in placer gold. The.greater portibn-bf fhe gravels of
the anci=nt ‘river beds were quartz, while quartz makes

RO T S, |

np only 2 sma;%—prapar*“-—u¢ the gravels of modern r. river

beds. As might be expected, the_gravels of the ancient-

river beds are much richer in gold. It is very probaale
that the aneient rivers ran in or along the rich and ex-‘-
tensive guartz veins. As time went on ‘most of these old
channels were covered up by other deposits. ‘Hence it was -
that at or Just below the places- where modern streams cut
through ancilent river beds the largest.deposits of gold

have been foundal"

1 J. Ross Browne, . of t P fi¢ Bloi s 58, 40,




to some extent many who had come to mine realized that the
soil wss fertile and a living awaited him who would work -

_ducts sre grains, hay, vegetables¢ tOmatoes, potatoes,_ = | )

- as a beginning.
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 CHAPTER XIII
INDUSTRIES

Tlough.mining was the first industry 1n Tuolumne
County Lt was not the cnly 1ndustry for very 1ong. _We'
have already pointed out that as early as 1849 some set-

tlers vere turnin

pursuits @nﬂ making no. attempt at mining.
Aiter the glamor of the search for gold had worn off

its surface.. Men settled on the land brought their fami- '

1ies ir, and life became more stable._ Agricultural pro-

beans, honey, and alfalfa,

Stock raising began with the early settlers. Many of

the early emigrants, who crossed the plains,_brought cat-

tle with them. Though few in number”thBY'were 1mportanﬁ
Others obtained a start by purcbasing
"long Iorns“ from the Mexican rancheros 1n the valleys._ |
Though this nucleus was.}f;low_grade, the gquality has beerni
steadily builﬁ up. Milk and Cheesés:are important products.
At one time the sheup bu'sii:ies_s'was important and

large herds were owned by citizens_bf the county, and - o -

many thousands were brought in to graze on the ﬁountain

ranged during the summer months,'but conditions have
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changed and'there areVnow few sheep*in the county. Goat
'raising and hog raising are profitable.'.c |

Fruit growing was begun early in Tuolumne County,
'but after a short time attracted less interest. After a
fltime it was again revived as an industry, and’ has now at-'
'l_tained great prcminence. | | |

It is stated that John Mass planted the first com~

-;’mercial apple orchards. “These orchards are now Known ds
':the Macomber Orchards, and they have produced the apples | | | B
from which cider has been made since pioneer days. The
:lsMacomber Cider plant wa s the first factory of any kind in-
 the state and in fact on the whole Pacific Coast. It was
”ltestablished early in 1850. | | l
Tuolumne County is famous for its "big red apple. |
_f.The principal varieties grown are Winesap, Delicious, Stay—
. {man Winesap, Rome Beauty, and King David .-The apples grow
‘best at elevations above 2600 feet and the fruit from the s
higher elevations is superior in size, flavor and keeping o
- .l qualities to that grown at 1ower elevations.
- Orange trees were planted in frost free areas at
T French GardenS'by Mexicans. This is said tc be the first
: Orange grove in the state and it is still producing.

"+ Other fruit ‘crops are peaches, pears, English walnuts,

1 :: almonds, figs, olives, cherries and’ prunes._*




A-large indnstryfis thefutilizaticn of the exteﬁSive
:natural'limestcne deposits‘of the.counﬁy._ Marble guar-
ries near Columbia produce very high grade marble. Here

they have been taking out marble since 1857 and seem to
| have' hardly made an impression on the supply. The Co~-
Tumbia Merble Co. Wes_orgehieed as a co-partnership in

1892 by W. D. Ban'nister; D'avid Hearfield, J. J. Crooks

and PauI‘R. Jarboe. They are working upon a body” OI ore
~more than a quarter of a mile long, 200 feet wide and a
'depth;approximating lOOQ feet. The:stone 15 almost_pure
Iime'carbonate;' Besides beicg pure ehite, some'of-tﬁee
narble 1is veined, some mottled, some in black, some a
1elicate blue, and some contains buff and red streaks.‘
fammoth kilns produce a superior grade of lime and kindred_
'products. Other plants produce grits for poultry raisers.
The forests of Tuolumne County are exten31ve. The”
'_eerly demand for 1umber-ceused the development of_manyA.
small mills. What 1s now the plant at Standard'City was
'5formedrby the uniting cf smaiier'plants.' Though there
are still a few small plants the lumber industry of the

' ccunty has become centered at two pleces—-Stendard City

- and Tuolumne City. The forests of the county contain 8

heavy percentage of sugar pine which is considered the

very best of all pine lumbers. A1l kinds of construction

lumber as well as doors, windows and box shooks are -




produced. The West Side_Lumber Company built 1its mill
on Frank Baker's féléh‘at CértefS; now Tuolumne., This
is the eastern terminal of the Sierra Railway. This
rallway furnishes t ansportation for the_luﬁber_which is
cut. The railroad has mede the West Sidé-Lumbef Company_
and_the.Wést'Side Lumber Company has helped to make the .

rallway, T

A éivéi-lumber mill'ﬁas built ﬁp fivé'miles away at
Standard City. Later both mills came into posééSsion of
the Pickering Lumber Company..'The nearer timber has been
largely cut over and thgré'are now logging railroads
running back'from both mills up into the'higher-eleva—
tions to tap the virgin forest there.

09
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CHAPTER XIV -
BUILDING THE RAILROADsl

The thought.of_builiingle railroad into Tuolumne
County dates'from thE~ear1y-50fs; Dr. L. C. Guan became
interested in the‘building of the.railroed into Stockton
and hoped to have it extended 1nto the. mining region.~ :
There were others who had SlMJL' rideas; but t was not_ L
until 1897 that work was actualLy commenced. |

| It was at this time that Me. T. S, Bullock bedame'

intarested in the poesibilities of such a road, At that
time ¥r, Bullock owned a large ecreage of fine timber and-
he knew that a railroad which NOﬂld tap the region, would
add greatly to its value as well as provide transporta— |
tion for the 1umber that might be ﬁanufacturedefrem it.
Mr. Bullock was also the founder of the mill from which
the Standard plant has grown, o o

The original plan was to buila the railroad out of
| Stoekton, but for some reason the_plans were_changed and
1t was built out of Oakdale.

The Sierra Railway Company of California was incor—
' porated February 2, 1897, and work on the roadbed was
started within the month. The contract for construction
was given'te the:Weet Coast Construetion Companw which
was paid a set rate per mile'in.the'eecurities of the

1

The offiéial data of this chapter were.furnished by Mr.
Cheney of the office of the Sierra R.R.Co., Jamestown.
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railwey-company. It 1s not olear whether they kept these'

securities themselves or sold them on the market, though

it was probably the 1atter. There are no. figures avail—

able as to the actual cost of the road, but it is esti—_

mated to be close to $3,000,000, R
When the railroad was first started 1t met wiﬁh

== =t

A Yarge— p *‘on“' ~the popura T

'tagonism and c G?ﬁoelnlon.
tion opposed the railroad on the_grOund that'it threa-_.f"

tened to put thefpictureSQue-freight'wagone and.stage
eoaches out of business. ‘However the work advanced steedi-
1y end 1n time trains were being run as far as Coopers-
‘tcwn. The stages thereupon took COOperstown as their .
western terminus ‘rather than Oakdale. Inifine the° roed'ﬂ
_was completed to bhinese Camp and then to Jamestown._ Up
to. this time no great engineering problems hed arisen, |

' but from here on, railroad building was-not to be so‘eesy;:'
Mr, W. H. Newell was then called in and made chief engi-

) neer, a position which he held until 1932, when he retired
from active service. '

Under the supervision of Mr Newell the rallroad was
pushed on to Sonora and thence to Carters (now Tuoluxne),
and a branch was built from.Jemestown to Angels Camp.

This branch brought in many problems in engineering, since
the roadbed had to dr0p to the grade of the Stanislaus_.

River and rise again on the other side, and the character
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of the surface was very rugged. It was decided to. use
a system of switchbacks to make the descent to the ri- |
ver and the ascent on the other side. They were so in-

stalled, and are in use today, one of the few cases in

‘which:such.a system is still being used in America,

At the eastern terminus of the road, ctrters, the -

— T

West Side Lumber Company established 1ts hure ‘plant on- e
~ what was then known as Frank Baker's Ranch, but which had
|  'first been ﬁgttled by ¥r. Frank Summers. From this point

) they built thelr logging road, ‘the Hetch Hetchy and Yo- 3
 semite Valley Ra11Way, up into the high 8ierras to the

_eastward whﬁre it taps the vast timber belt, - RS

| From Campbell's (now Balph's) Station, the Standard

 _Lumber Company built the Sugar Pine Railway to tap the

great sugar pine belt and bring the logs to their mill

.at Standard City. _

- Thus the Siérrésﬁailway is directly responsible fér
the building of the West Side Lumber Mill and the growth

of the Standard Mill frOm a very small beginning. The
roadbed extends from Oakdale in aﬁ:eastW§rﬂ direction to
" Tuolumne, a‘distance:of 57 miles, and, with tﬁé Angels
branch of about 20 miles, comprises aBbut 77 miles of _"‘
track, mbSt of which passes through mountainous regions
. abbunding in beautiful scenerf. | | _
| The princiﬁal'shipments over.the Slerra Railway are

lumber and lumber products, including sashes, doors,

-

Tty
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blinds, boxes,‘ etc., lime, 11mestone, marble, chicken
grits, gold and other ores, fruit, cattle, etc., and the
food and clothing that is necessa,rily shipped in.




)
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CEAPTER XV |
PLICES OF HISTORIC INTEREST

‘The State dlghway, which'leaves.Oakdale toward the
east, passes through Tuolumne County;' Traveling along

this highway, one enters Tuolumne Ccunty Just east of

—roa d asses on. winding around low

hilis and dipping in and out of rav .nes until a8 1t

rounds the point of 2 row of monadnicks on the peneplane,_

~one catches the_first glimpse of Tsble Yountain, As one

‘approaches he marvels at the verﬁical_sidee ahd recalls

that where that mountain now is was onﬁé'a va11ey, and
where he now is was once the location of a méuhtﬁin that
has long since been eroded and washed down to the sea.
A gap appéars in the mountain. One'paSSes_tbroﬁgh where

a stream once cut a channel. As one comes out into the

valley beyond, he sees another branch of the mountain &

mile or so distant.'.JuSt before-reaching this other sec-
tiom one finds tbat the road divides. The_branch'to_the
right leads into Yosemite'Valley'over the Big Oak Flat
road.  Continuihg straight on, withintﬁ;minute or two,

one passes through the gap in this section of the moun- -
tain. A few miles further on another branch of tte road
leads to the south. This branch connects With Yosemite

road and will be considered later in a side trip.
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A few miles further on the road cuts through the _
-poin* of a hill, On the little hummack 1eft on the right
hand side of the road a manument built neatly of stones

is to be seen. On its frant there iS a bronze place. 3

This monument is one of a number placed throughout the

f
|

oourty by the Tuolumne County Ghamber of Commerce to mark
Oratiqn_gi_hiﬁggg;c Spots. The inscription on the

I

T e,

' ‘brotze plate states that gold was first discoverea in- lu-.~L——f;¥;g_ﬁ__%ﬂ
oluane County at & point 100 yards scuth, where the old

' road'crossed.the creek., On the site of Woods Crossing

there 1s 1little to rémind:cne of the days of t49. 15

'-_one continues around the hill he sees activity on the

“_mountain side where a mine is in operation. Half 2 mile f
-further on, across a concrete bridge, is Jamestown._ Here_.

along the one street are to be seen 01d buildings with

iron doors, a characteristic necescity of the ﬂdays of |
gold", when bullets were sent flying_with.little provoca-
tion. Jamestown does mot all 1ie on this one street in
the valley. Upoﬁ.the hill tb.the:right are to be found
tha elementary-schgdlg churches,:ﬁhe depqt-énd many'mgdern
-hbmes; Leaving Jamestown one_cioéées overfthé'tracks of
£ he "Angels.Branchﬂ of the Sierré;ﬂéil#ay;  The nighway
continues on up Woods Creek'éﬁér'afhiil; and;ffour'miles.
above, drops down irtc Sonora. | o

Sonora 1is 2 modern town of fonr or five thousanﬂ peo-

ple.. Yet many of the_buildingsidate from-the gold rush
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days. Only a very few of the buildings on the principal

thoroughfare (Washington Street) still retain their iron

_doors, but one block off this street are to be found many |
such mementos. Many of the buildings have been madernized,
and, at first glance, there 1s 1ittle to remind one of the
past. However there are frequently window displays of re-

lics of the past and tha county is now gathering reliecs for

4 museum. T _ff“fﬁ*fff—f¥¥% '''' . +¥—»m;;,ﬂ_Quwm;;m;_wﬁm¥;
- The Episcopal Church.still stands at the head of Washr
ington Street, and though once partially destroyed by fire,
it is much the'same as it was when first built in 1859,
Passing out of the
: 'town at the southern end,_5
-'the highway.leads_qn a~-
round the_sides of hiils ,
'iénd'crosSes $ﬁ111vah’s
| C;eek dvér'a'c6n¢fate"_
: bridgeQ  Just7acfoss;the
.':bridge fhe road turns ab-
ruptly to the 1ef1: (the
branch straight ahead
.leads into Tuolumne City)
and paSses on to Twaih

Harte, Confidence,'Long

Barn, Str&mbenry and Pine

Crest, Wwhich are scenes

Episcopal Chnrch; Sonora

of summer resorts and
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winter'sports. The highway'continues on past Dar&anellé

and Sonora Pass and finally across Mono County into Ne-

. vada.
Those who wish to view the many historic places or

thm county must take a number of qide trips from the main

highway.
|

;ﬁ_g_ghkﬁ_%ggg¥gggyAgggggesting of these side trips is to 1eave
MﬂSro" !_ﬁ*ﬁﬁ%+

ﬁ- | the nighway atout four mlles below Jamestoun."
}' soon cormects with the Big Oak Flat Road 1eaéing\to Yose-
| .'mite Valley. fThe'first'hpstoric place on thls road is
Here are found*a:few oid buildings and

~ Chinese Cémp.

01d Building at Ghinéée’ﬂamp

parts of the'#ails of others that have fallen into decay.

One old building is in good repair. It is now being used

as the post_dffice._ Its old iron-doors are easily discer- - B

nible in the picture. Four miles further on aeross




Sulli#an’s‘Creek is Jacksohvillé.' Elé#én miles be?ond,_

up the long climb of Prieét’s Grade, 1ies Big'cak:Fiat.
Big Oak Flat has still some of the earmarks of ‘the
early days. Some of the old buildings remain anﬂ tha

| town still has the appearance of being a mining camp.

i

| Here one may ‘meet two dear old women, Mrs. Horman Smith,
.

F who was born auﬁmﬁucasinﬁcreek . in 1868, and her sister,

]l —————

; Mrs. E. G. Cobden, who was born in Big Oak Flat in 1870.~ f;ﬁ:
f Their fathér was an early settler by the name of Lewis
Marconi and a ielative of the inventor of wireless. :They
'willrtell‘stories of single shnvelsifull_of dirt.that.édn-
ﬁained'as high!éé $89{00_ih:gold; ihgyTﬁill pbiﬁt out thé‘
grave and,tombsténe of the fifstfihite:éhiid born in the"

town. She was‘mrs.'Josephiﬁe J. Van bfén,_neéﬁvpight,

-Grave of Mrs. Van Ofen o ' :f- - . {

whose ashes have been_intérred in:thé same gxave'with

“her mother, mot in the'régular‘cemetéry; but on a little
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__h_________——‘_
who passed awayksven_‘ﬁterwagggiikThey will show you over

troyed the remainder >f the town. ’._Ehis buildix_-_xg was bullt

for a'store and was owned at different times by a Mr.

" of the big oak from ‘rhich the town received its name.
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knoll about three blocks below the cemetery and a block
from the highway, | Thes_e. womén will teil_ of the Catholic
Church on the hill above the town and that 1t was buillt
before their birth (pr bably '1854) . Both women were cdn-
firmed t;here by Father Alamany, f:!.rst Bishog of San Fran—
¢isco, who was then be tween 80 and 80 years of age and

a brick building, now in their possession, ;vhich was one

of three or four tha’c withstood the great. fire that des—-_
Dexter, a Mr. Gamble and J. D. Mnrphy’.’_ _Thejr'“w:}.l'l tell
.'They will tell that the tree was unde_rmihed.in‘the- search

for gold, that it fell over before they were born, that
they played on and_ nround its fellen trunk in their child--

hood, that the tree was set on fire (supposedly by tramps)
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on February 10, 1910, and mos: of 1t'cdn3nﬁed. The few |

remaining pieces have been preserved in a neat little stone

and ceent houSe.;

r Tvo miles further on 1s Groveland, a town.whdch.also

has survived the gold rush dzys. Many of the old adobe

buildings still remain._ Som are unrecognizable as such

with thelr overlaid sheet iron xr 4—;Aﬂ tcho_coatingg;_¥

HEre nay be. found a Mr Laveroni Who was born in this

town some seventy years ago.' He will point out the oldest_

014 Jake*s Saloon

_building in the town, conmstructed, not of adebe, but of

blocks of hewn Stome. The bullding 1s now used as a bil-

liard ahd sof't drink parlora In'fOrmer days 1f'waS the

saloon kept by old Jake Farri and was the “hangout“ of
Black Bart. o _ o
Two miles further on are to be found two more objects

of interest. They stand one on either side of the highﬁay;
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-Béngmao's_Tree,is a_lafge
oak that frequently served
this gruesome purpose some .
eighty years ago and stands
just off the left of the

highway. In fact the
highmay swings around 1t.

————— .

This memento of the pasf-

'”has ‘been delimbed_and 13:
_now'aimost[doéd.f_h-few_-:
'Yearsimoré.aﬁd it_nill'bé-._
1ohg-to history alohé. L

Across the highway, hidden |

behind a servioe station,

;_15'tha 0ld Bret Harte‘Cae

Bangman's Tree o .1bin;_ Thiéfoid_cabin-has_

Bret Harte Cabin



|
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{  tion was erected bY the city of San.Francisco 101985 —
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been made famoug as being the home of Chaﬁberlain and
Chaffe, the heroes of "Tennessee's Pafdner",_and for -
that reason has been christened the "Bret Harte Cabin,®
On t.ie way back, partly down the;grade'belbw Big.
Oak Flat, one may take a branch :oad.déwnjto the Mocca-
sin Power House on the Tuolumne Hivér; .Thié power sta-.
Tt is a modern, up-to-date plant and includes a modern'
little eity of 22 homes;la club and boarding house, an -

elementary school of 46 puplls, paved streets, gréen

lawns, shade trees, etc. The population is between 175

and 200, Leaving here one may take the road dOWn the

river and so connect with the highway near Jacksonville.

Another side trip from the statelhighway leads of £

, south.from,Jamestown.” Just below JamestownfiSiQuartz,

once also calleerﬁartz'Hbuntain.--Thg#e'iSJIittle nere
but the name. All is desolate. Fire has taken a fear-
ful toll from some of the fine mine buildings.. Steel
rails lie twisted out of shape. Only the concrete founda—
tions remain. A mile of-So_farther on is Stent, known in
ploneer days'as_Povérty Hill. Here,ié anqthef‘city that
has not survived. There remain a few scattefed buildings
dating from more recent times. 3There:ére numérqushbles
in the surface that were once cellars under houses now

Iong S1ﬁce_passéd away.._From Stent one may return to

.the bighway by a more easterly route and pass by Montezuma,




"Eemams -'of a Min'e at GQuartz

Algcrine; and ﬂards Ferry.

Another side trip to the south of the state highway

leads straight on after cpossing the bridge over Sullivan's

Creek three miles east of Sonoran This is a paved road and

passes near Standard City and on to Tuolumne City.\ Standard

Standard Lumber Plant

i



City is the location of a: large lumber plant on the left
of the road, about five miles east of Sonora.- The city

| ?itself lies tucked among the hills ahout 8 mile off the

| ber Company, the owners of the Standard Mill.

Five miles further on is Tuolumne Clty.¢ One may get
¥ﬁ_4_4}nf‘11r5t—* ghis_pitv by looking across the lumber

M

| yards as he comes down the hill from Ralph Station. The

'Bookiﬁg_Down into.TuolUmne

name Tuolumne was applied by the West Side Lumber Company
after they built their mill bere. The town began its

existence as;Summerville. Franklin Summers, a Missourian,

was a California immié}ant in 1850, coming by-way of Cape _'
Bbrn. He mined successfully at Shaws Flat and in 1852 re-

turned by way of the "Hbrnﬂ and brought his wife and fa-

mily across the plains to the mines. In the_fall of 1854 =

highway. It is mostly the prOperty of the Pickering Lum-_
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- up Turn Back Creek in 1855, and the ¢ £—Che olee _sprung

115

after selling his claim in Shaws Flat, he moved his femi-

~ 1y into an unbroken wilderness in the eastern part of the

county. This ferm later became the location af ‘the West
Side Lumber Company and the town of Tuolumne. The next
people to come into this region were the Seott.brothers,
halfbreed Chsrokees. They found gold tvo . miles further

up. It is now but 2 memory. In 1856er. Summers was mar-

dered at French Bar,'now kndwn aS'La_Grénge}_ Mrs . Summers

opened a boarding house for'the miners whO'Were.lacatiﬁg'

on Turnback'Creek. The settlement including the Surmers

| home and the miners cabins was called Summersville by the

‘miners in compliment to Mrs. Summers.l

Later the settlement extended up the galeh to the

northeast. Afterward in order to_avoid conquion with'

another town in the state, the postal authorities changed

the name to Carters. The West Side Lumber Company were
responsible for the'changé to Tuolumne. Over the hill be-

 tween Tuolumne and the Mono Road is Soulsbyville, founded

in the late 5018 by'Bén Soulsby. It:is the'ioCation of
several quartz mines, including the Soulsby Mine. Out
seven miles beyond Tuolumne on the other side of the north
fork of the Tuolumne River I1s the Tuolumne Big Oak, which

1 yrs. Lee Whipple Haslam, Early Davs in Callf., etc., 7,
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_is said to be the largest live oak 1n existencé and whose
-ifoliage shad s nearly an acre.. _ A
~ To the iorth of ths state highway, east of .onora;
'2is“ﬁd be fouzd Phoenix Lake and theﬂPhoenix Powex Ebuse; 
This is now the property of thg'léaciﬂc Gas and Electric

COmpany. *T1e'présent installetion in the power louse

The Tﬁaumn'e ‘Big Oak

"_produces 1300 kilowatts. , _ | _
s A most 1nteresting part of the county 1ies north‘of_..
. the highwa“. This territory-is best reached by_leaving
Sonora on ‘ he road to the morth. -This ‘road 1egds.6ut'
past Brown’s Flat, an old placer digging. Just bejond'
the road 4. vides, one bfanch leading to Columbia and the
'other toward Angels Camp.

A few miles out on the Angels Hoad lies Tuttletown.
*-Probably the most striking. object in Tuttletown is the
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' bid_Schwerer.stohe store

with'itS-iron'dodfs,'but
this'is not tte oldest
building in the town. That

hon:r gOes to the one story

"-Section‘of-the J. Edwards

estab;ishment 1n front of
ant to the right of bne
‘stcne store.‘ This was for-
merly the old. Bryce Hotel. .
Continuing on toward

Angels Camp one may climb

‘up Jackass Hil) and view.

more old minin;; shafts and

. thé ﬂark‘Twaiﬁ Cabin. The

ofiginal-Mérk Cwain Cabin':_

Fireplace in the old Mark Twain Cabin

g
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‘was desiroyed by firé_but the firéplﬁcejreﬁained ihtact. 

A new cibin on the pian of the old one has besn'conStruc%

tel aroind the fireplace by the'Tuplumne'Couhty Chamber
of Comm:rce, The site has béén purchased by the Board of

Ccunty 3upervisors. In the cabin may be seen relics of

o former-days, including an o0ld spool bedg'othér furniture
’ of the pro-

i ‘and ch'naware, Mrs-Herry Thienes 1s caretaker

'pﬁftY' . | - .~
One may retrace his stépsszom_JackaSS Hill back |
|  through Tuttle town and turn offﬁﬁhfthe o1d'Sonora road

to Shews Flat.-'Here 13 to bs.found an old building df

the 5u!s,'now"used-aS_a service station and store. It

01d Hardware Store, Shaws Flat

was'origihally a hardware stbre'kept’by M. John B.
Stetson of Hblbrook, Merriil and Stetson of San Francis-

co. The building is in fair repair and within are to be
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found many relics of former fﬂmes.;  o

. pringfield Today

_Turning back abruptiy ¢t an angle of 50 degrees in
front of this store, one may soon reach .and'éross_ the high--
way. One mile_be?ond the_h;ghway'lies whét remains of
| Springfield, just a few old framé'hoﬁseé. Between Spring;
field and Columbia. is the vist limestone belt that pro-
duced s0 many millions in pLacer gold. On this area,"
which.was once a tree coverad plain, some five to fif-
teen feet higher than at prusent We see only TLmestone
~ boulders protruding through the.scanty soil, _The_road
runs eastwﬁrﬁly toward Columbia, joining tﬁe Sonora- 
Columbia road at a;éhgrﬁ angle. At the vertex of the
'angle.an old bell has been mbunte&-on an ifon-pipe and
just back of the bell inside'ﬁhe_fehce 1s an old braés.
‘canon on a base of'éoncrete;'both mementos of former

":'days.
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014 Brass ¢'an¢n
Continuing on toward COIumbia one may get a 5p1endid
view of St Anne's church on. the hill to the right. This_
church'was built in 1856. The statuary, frescoes, ‘and

altar coverings are renowned for their beauty and deliCacy.

St. 4nne's Church from the Highway
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Amoug the older residénts of this tbwﬁ is-ﬂr. Eedn
Ponce born nearby at. Valledito (1Lttle valley) some 68
years ago, but who has 1ived at Calumbia since a few

'months of age. He will obligingly point out the places

of interest in Columbia. N T

__ e Columbla is rich in
‘4“g—g—=ffk_;_;;;;_ﬁ¥xmn@ntos of the days when
v was the "Gem of ths

'Southern Mines. There
. is the old Presbytertan
5' Chureh, built in 1857.
| There 1s_th§_51dlbr1ck 
. building used as the Wells
: Fargo'Express'office Sincé
1855’ fheIOriéinalloffiée,
founded in 1852 having
; burned in the fire of
j-'3.854..--.13:1 this old buildf
ing,‘ﬁow used as & museum,
are‘ﬁéﬁy'relics including
 the'pair dflééaieé that is
reputed to héﬁe'weighed

fifty-five millions in gold. Another old brick building

connects this building with what appears to be a modern
building.:'Howe#er; this building; which now houses a
very moderﬁtcandy'factory and Stbre, is'thé-bne which

was used by the old O. D Milis Bank and iskébout the
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© 01d Mills Bank Building, Columbla

1samé3agéjas'the ExpféSerfficé. | Just aéfdas.the'étreet1 
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AILT stages arrived at and departed from this spot.-'The-
0ld stage bulletin-board 1s  still to be seen.on the'.
COrnef.of*this building; It is now used as a loungjng
and reading room and contains many relics, and is main-
'tained by ‘the bounty of a past resident of. Columhia, and
donations left by visitors. . Columhia 1s richer than
‘any of the other_“diggings“_in_old bulldings_that_haveg;
| surviﬁéd. Ahothei 61& builéing_that_ié worthy of men-
tion 1s the_twc-Stéry 0dd Fellows -Building which was
 _bui1t in the early days by Tuolumne Louge No. el. .It

is Stili their home.
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Thus 1t 1: " s'één tuat

‘ _Tuolumne_Countr is_rich
in history and abounds in
histbriﬁ plaéen._ While -
manj of the old'buiidings

. with“théir_furnishinés‘havé

7_—*.5*&1"'1" er‘ét_i‘f*t- w-ravages-of . _
fire., t:hei'e still r‘emain
many in good repair. It

f_is;dnlyffight ahd proper

| that efforts should be

? made to preserve those
that do remaln. An in-  .

’_terest_seems to be awa-

SR . kening along this line.
I. 0. 0. F. Hall, Columbia

- Q1o Tuolumnet
It is tinged with all the romance-
0f the days of forty nine,
It is fringed with all the beautf
- Of its cedar trees and pine; .
And it spreads the wings of memory
Like some falry fantasy _
' To the days of ancient glory
- Of 01d Tuolumne..-

And the miner in his red shirt
0, a2 treasured memory fills,

As he treads an old-time pathway
. Down the red dust of the hills,

'1'Harry'T. Fee in the Stockion Rec rd; Mey 11, l929.  -



And he comes back %o the old haunts
Just as he used Yo be -
To the county snd the bounty

0f 0l1da Tuolumhe.

T sit here in the ‘sunshine
With the vell of romance_spread _

and I conjure life and beauty :
From the portals of the dead.

From the treasure house of dreamland,f

0, it all comes back to me
The glamou and the glory. .

T
ge 014 Tuolumne.

124

01d Stage Saloon
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