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TWTROﬁUCfTOW

Of 21l the stories aid srti~les writtea abcut Captain
J.A. Sutter in recent yesrs, not one of'them has adequately
covered the history of his famous Fort. To the layman the
fort itself may seem unimportaat, but when we stop to con-
gider that it was an oufpost_of civilization penetrating
the wildérness of Central Califorqia, offering shelter to
those who pioileered before us, we must qonfess“that its |
eﬁistaﬂbe wai necessary to protect aﬁd'usher into full
C¢ity-hood, the infait Sacrameato, then xnown as New Helvetla.

After the gold rush, Sutter lost his fortfuaes and re-

turmed to the east to spend the remaiiliig years of his life

in tryiag to recover his losses through court procedures, He

died without recovering his property, but his‘ﬁhme lived on

-as o1e who had pioieered in California.

The Native Sons of the Goiden West and other organ-
izations decided that the site of this old fort at Sscramento
should be purchassed, and the fort restored to its original
codition. This wes done and the finished project is now one
of the show places of Sacramento., But it is only a régtora—
tion, and it never can supplént the 6riginal in histbfical

lore.
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The fort was established by its owner as an outpost in
the wilderness, and was doubtless the scene of many events of
early California History. Not only that, but being a fairly
well armed fort at the time, it played its part in deciding
the course of history in the early days of California.

‘ Since the fort wes worthy of restoration, why should
.not its history be preserved? Thus was determined the subject =
of this thesis.

Unearthing the history of the old fort was an interest-
ing research. There were no great number of living old-timer§
who could describe the fort accurately as they had seen it
prior to 1849. Written descriptions of any detail were very
rare, and even these were in some casés, not very accursate..

pancroft was the only historian of the ;atter part of
the nineteenth century who saw the ultimate historicaibvalue
in collecting narratives, reminiséences, manuscripts, etc.,
from early California pioneers. 'rhus bancroft&s collection'
was used as the chief source of material for this'thesis;m

there were a few early books, writtenjby visitors to
galifornia in the early days. rortunatély béhcroft had ac-
cumulated copies of these in his collection. |

For more recent historical accounts of the wort, and
perticularly the restoration; the newspaper and magazine files
of the California State Library are unexcelled.

the work waes begun by carefully searching thr&ugh



Bancroft's six volumes of Caiiférnia History, noting the
scurces of nhis material. The next step was to exawine
Rancroft's origiasl sources., Thése were found in the
Bancroft Library at the University of Califonnia.

Many sources were found treating with Sutter's life
and adventures but fery few of these dealt directly with
the fort, Since the subject of this thesis wss not to in-
clude fhe life of Captazin Sutter, all sources (after care-
ful examination) that dic not refer to the fort were
necessarily discerded, |

Haviqg gleaned enough sburceéito agree geaerally upon
the early appearance of the fort, the next step was to re-
cord the moré important events thet had occurred there and
tc describe the daily routine,etc. Material on fhis wes
more plentiful. Wearly every narrative consulted spoke in
" glowing terms Qf Sutter's methods of operation gt the fort.
The record of important events was found among the reports
of various scientific and militery expediticns. Fremont's
report wss perticularly valuable in this respeét as well as
WA Transcript of Edward M. Kern's Letlers." (Kern was in
comvand of the fort duriag the American Conquest of
Czlifornia.)

The descriptiocns of the fort presented herein are the
‘only ones that agree in genersl, Others weré S0 végue:or

unreliable that they were vslueless i1 constructing aﬁ_ac-
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curate p-cture ci the old fort. Sketches aad pai.atiags of
the fort ia the early days were found to be imaginative
and inaccurzie in meny cases, i1 comparison with the written
descriplions. Metails were sometimes sécrifiued to make a
better sketch or drawihg.

The drawings and skelches presented herelin sre for
corparison, #nd &are as exsct &s theywriter was able to copy
them, T héve endeavored 1ia cobyidg the originals-to pay
particular atteatici to detail.

Tire materiasl for the chapgter entitled "Fort Sutter To-
Nay," waz secured through personal observeticns aand by
measuring a1d photographiag the‘fort.»It isvmefely & sume
mary of the reconstructed fort, iaserted for comparison
with dontemporary descripticns of the origiqal“étfucture.

This work is inteanded solely as & history of the fort,
Anecdotes ead perscaal quotatiocas nave heen employed oaly

where they would serve to better illustrate a point.



CHAPTER I
THE BUILDING OF THE FORT

..Sutter arrived in California in 1839 with the idea of
establishing himself somewhere within the interior df that
country. It has been thought.that Sutter had in a remote
recess of his mind a plan for the formulating of an empire
when he had secuied possession ‘of a strip of teffitory in
California, Although Sutter failed to found an empire of
his dwn, he, neverthéless, contributed indirectly to the
development of a restless nation, .

Before Sutter could set up &n establishment it was
necessary to consult the proper_authorities in Californié.
Accordingly, Sutter set out fof Hoﬁterey to interview
Alvarado, who wes then GOvernbr of the Department of Alts
Caalif.orniz_a.:l Upon Sutter's arrival in Monterey, he lost no
time in explaining the object of his visit to Alvarado.
Sutfer asked Alvarado for permission to found a colony for
his little band of followers somewhere within the interior
of California. Alvarado waé favorably impressed with this
plan and advised Sutter to become a Mexican citizen. Ac-

cording to Mexican lew at that time, it would be one year

1 Wittell, History of California, TI, 282.



from the date of»épplication for citizenship»before the
pnaturalization pspers were granted. In the meantime, while
gutter was ewaziting his papérs, Alvaredo suggested that
sutter make a jcurney inlend, select a suitable tract of
1and for his operations, and file a claim for it.l

Sutter received a letter of introductiona to General

yallejo, who, at that time, was located at Sonoma. After

visiting with Vallejo, Sutter went to Fort Ross, the
Russiazn establishment in California. Both Vallejo and
Rotchef, who was thermanager of the Russian-American Fur
ﬁompany at Fort Ross, advised Sutter to settle somewhere
in the Sﬁisun‘or Naepa Valleys,< |

Sutter, however, had other pleas. His idea was to
locete é.trading post as far as possible fron the interfere

ence of Mexican officials. Therefore, he had decided to

lccate upoa the benk of the Sacramento River, as far inland

as possible. Sutter had hopes of meking peace with- the
Tndiens of that region so that he coﬁld secure their ser-
vices. He dreamed of carrying on an Indian prbjéq&, by
which the natives would receive some‘instruction.in useful
things gnd in turn repay him with their labor,

In vision, thié establishment~wouldvbe a trasding post

for trappers and a possible rendezvous for the lawless

bands, which infested Central California at that time, By

1—Bancroft, History of California, IV, 129,
2

Tbid, 130,



- offering shelter to these bands, Sutter hopéd to secure
them as allies in time of need.:l

Thus having made up his mihd to this extent, Sutter
returned to Yerba Buena (now San Francisco) to outfit him-
self for his inland venture, Since he was not possessed of
extensive funds, he was obliged to supply himself on credit,
This peactice later placed him in several embarrassing
situations with some of the Galifornians.® | ‘

When Sutter was finally resdy to depart from Yerba
Buena, his outfit coasisted of two schooﬁers, the "Jsabel"
and the "Vicholes" and a four-oared boat or pinnaée. Two
piéoes of ertillery and a small assortment of other weapons
made up the entire armament of Suiter‘s expedition, A fair
amount of'provisions end ‘a few cattle were also &ddéd to the
liset of necessary supplies. The fleet was plzced in the com-
mand of Williamlﬁeath ])avis.;5 The belance of the crew was
made dp of eight Kanakas (native Hawaiians) and five white
men, three of whom were mechanics.* )

The expedition left Yerba Buena on August 9, 1839. They
lost some time in trying to locate the mouth 6f the Sacra-

mento River. The voyage occupied about eight or nine days,

Bvery eveniag,camp was pitched on the banks and Sutter made

1‘Bancroft, History of California, IV, 131,

2 Harcourt, Sutter-Sunol Correspondence.

% Davis, Sixty Years in California, 17.

4 Sutter, "Diary," San Francisco Argonaut.



excursions into the surrounding country, seardhing for a

suitable site,l Sutter nearly gave up in despair before he

finally found a spot to his likiag. Hours spent ia exploriag
miles of wiading chanaels and creeks which join the Sacra-
“mento River were enough to discourage anyone.2 The men be-
gan to grumble, Some of the party were in favor of turning
back, but Sutter pushed on wntil he reached his goal. On
August 17, 1839, the little fleet dropped anchor in the
Sacramento River, near the banks upon which now stands the
City of,Sacramento.s
The sight which met their eyesvwas anything but com-
forting§_0n the shore stocd severaluhuhdrédbindians. The
expediticn éipected an attack, but none came. A few of the
natives rowed to the ships in canoes mede of tules. Sutter
addressed the Tndians ih Spanish in the hopes of findiag
some Mission Indians among them. His hopes were rewarded
when a fewbanswered back in that language.4 N
Thus assured that they wculd be safe from imwmediate
sttack, the party weighed anchor and entered th? mouth
of the American River. A landiag was made 01 thé south

pbank of that stream, tents were pitched and the sppplies

from the vessels were brought ashore as rapidly és pos-

1 Davis, Sixty Years ia California, 17.

2 Bancroft, History of California, IV, 133,

S Newis, Sixty Years ian California, 18,

4 sutter, Personsl Reminiscences, 35.
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sible.” Sutter immediztely mounted his brass can.ioa im such
a manner as to defend the camp favorably should an unex-

pected attack occur .=

The'next morning the ships prepared to return to Yerba
Buena. As they were moving away, Sutter gave them a partiag
salute of nine guns. The effect was rather startlidg to the
natives, who, upon heariag the shots, surrounded the camp
tb determine the source of the uniusuzl noise. Birds, wolves
and coyotes 11 the adjacent woods, contributed their
jumbled choruses to the disturbance. Deer and elk were run-
niag atout, pausing every now aand then to listen as if try-
ing to determiae whether the noise mééht bodily herm for
thenm,

Tavisg, ian his Sixty Yeszrs ia California, p. 19, de-
scribes exceedingly well the significance of the salute
fired by Sutter:

Standing on the deck of the Isabel, S
I witnessed this remerkable sight,
which filled me with astonishment
and admirstion, &nd made an indel-
ible impression on iy miad. This
galute wags the first echo of civ-
ilization in the primitive wilder-
ness so soon to be populated, and
developed into an agricultural and
. commercial center. We retirned the
"salute with nine cheers from the
schooners, the vessels flyiag the
American colors. The cheers were
heartily respoided to by the little
garrison, and thus we parted com-

pany.

1 Davis, Sixty Years in California, 18.

2 Bancroft, History of California, IV, 131,
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The first few days were comparatively peaceful with no
outward signs of any possible trouble with the Tadiaas. One
evening after the occupents of the camp had retired, the
indians tried to attack. Yhey came ia their own stealthy
manaer. They might‘have accomnplished their purpose: and
murdered the sleeping occupants of the tents, but fer fhe
iaterference of a large, savage bull-dog which belonged to
Sutter, -

The bull-dog, being by nature a light sleeper, awoke,
charged the nearest Tndian and fastened his teeth in the
native's leg. The screams of thé luckless Indian awoke the
rest of the camp. Sutter persuaded the dog to release his
grip upon the savage and assisted the Indian iato his tent.
He proved to be a; missioa Tndian and understood Spanish
feirly well. Sutter gave hinr medical attention and then
warned hit against plottiag further attacks. After that the
colonizers experienced no further difficulty from that
particular band of Tndians.t

The next few days were spent in removing -the camp to
the highest ground possible. the site selected eas the place
where the present fort is now 1ocated.2 rimber was cut and
hewn. ‘I'wo wooden house frames were erected. These frames
the nanakas covered with tules, after the manner of their

own native huts ia the Sandwich Islands.

1 Sutter, "Diary," San rkrancisco Argonaut.

2 ypid.



By skillful diplomacy Sutter managed to secure the
services of ten Indians whom he immediately pﬁt to work
»manufacturixg adobe bricks., A substentizl dwelling.was mede
from the adobe bricks and a quantity of hend-sawed lumber.
ihis house was one sto:y high, 40 feet loag and co:itained
three rocms; a blacksmith shop, a kitchen, and a private
rocm for Sutter.;

Duri{g the winter of 1839-40, é fire destroyed the
wooden and adobe bﬁilding. this necessitated the buildiag
of another dwelliag. The second dwelling was builtvnear the
first and this time it wes built with the’intention of in-
corporating it with the fort proper. rthus the ectual work 
was commenced upéﬁ the fort itself, ia the year éf 1840,

In the spring of that year, Sutter sent séﬁeral of his
men ub the American River for a distance of twenty-five miles
to cut pine timber. This was rafted down and then sawed into
lumber for the fort. The white men taught the indians how
to use the whiﬁsaw so the work progressed a little more
rapidly than otherwise. Besides pihe timber,'atlarge quantity
of the nearby oaks were felled and cut into lumber.2

Bven then, Sutter could not secure enough lumber for
his fort and he was forced to buy more 6n credit from udn

Antonio Sunol, as a letter from Sutter tolsﬁnol dated

April 30, 1841, clearly intimates. in this lelter, Sutter

1 sutter, rersonal wemiaiscences, 37

£ ,bid, 48,



8

expresses his joy over the fact-that Suncl can let hiw have
six thousand feet of lumber and he states that he wishes the
consignment delivered by the fifteenthvof May.l

That Sutter was in desperate need ofllumber there is
no doubt, siace a note sent to Senol a few days later‘by
Sutter, inquires if’six hundred feet of the original order
could be sent immediately to Wew Helvetia, (Sutter's name
for his colony.)® |

Tf the lumber for the fort was hard to secure the hardy
pioneers had one consclatioa, the adobe bricks for the walls
of the fort were easily obtained. All one had to do was to
mix the native 8o0il with water to form e thick sticky maés,
add a little straw to hold the‘finished product together,
mold the mass into bricks or blocks, two ahd,nne-half feet
thidk, and then set them in the sun to dry. Because of the
difficulties mentioaed, especially the‘lumber problem, the
building of the fort occupied about fom?-year:;;‘.;5

While the coastructioa of the fort was in progress,
Sutter had a megnificent stroke of luck which added impetus
“to the constructidn and furnished him with large quantities
of builéing materials and other supplies,

About the time that Sutter wss begiaaing his coloay of

YWew Helvetia, the Russians were seeking to secure more ter-

1 Sutter-Su10l Correspondence, 4.

2 Ypid, 5.

® sutter, "Diary", San Francisco Argonaut.
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ritory from the Mexicans, particularly to the south of Fort
Ross and Bodega. Tn 1839, Rotchef, Governor of the Russian
Colony, petitioaed the Mexican Government for the'righi to
erect a warehouse at Yerba Buena. This concession wes not
granted.l

The Mexican Government was beginaing to reverse its
0ld policy of meking liberal graats to foreign interests.
The influx of people from the United States (although very
smell at this time) probably geve the Californis authorities_
reaso.u for alafm. Siace a state of war was possible at aay
time between the United States and Mexico, ever&rimmigrant
from the States could oaly be regarde&¥as a poteatial enemy.A

Then too, they thought that if the Russians realizedv
‘the futility of further attempts at éxpansion in California,‘
 they would abandon their holdiags and improvements, leaviag
the valuable settlement ian the possession of the Cal-
iforaians,® - | N~

But the Russians were not so.easily discouraged. The
representative of the Russian holdings endeaVoged to find
ba suitable buyer, He approached the Hudson Bay Company,
but‘without suﬁcess; Next he offered it to Vallejo for
#30, 000, Valléjo was obliged to lay the matter before his.

government, with the result that no decision was ever

made.

1 Thompson, The Russian Settlement ia California, 10.

2 Tbid, 13.
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As a last resorﬁ, the representative of the company
of fered the Ruésién holdiigs to Sutter. Accordingly, Sutter
rgceived a visit from Alexander Rotchef oa the eVening of
September 4, 1841 and that gentleman of fered to sell to
Sutter the entire Russianvholdiqgs at Ross and Bodega for
the reasonable sum-of $30,000. The proposition i@preSsed
Sutter favorably, so the next few days he spent in visitiag
the Russian establishment. At an informal dianer on board
the ship, Helena; Suttef closed the bargain,!l

The formal coatract was signed by Kostromitinoff and
Sutﬁer i the office of ﬁhe Sub-prefect at Yerba Buena, on
December 13, 1840. By the terms of this contract, Sutter
was to give %30,000, payable in instsllments annually.2 A
brief inventory of Sutter's purchase would sefve better to
illustrate what a splendid bargadn Sutter had made:

A square fort of logs about 1088 feet in circumference,
12 feet in height and equipped with two bastions. Withia
the walls there were two houses of squared logs, one 36 x 58
feet aid the other 24 x 48 feet. There were“a;so the of-
ficers' quarters, 22 x 60 feét and the barracks 24 x 66
feet. In addition were the jail, chapel, kitchen and three
werehouses,

Outside of the fort were the following: a blacksmith

shop, a bakery, a carpenter's shop, two mills forvgrinding,

1 Sutter, "Diary", San ¥Francisco Argonaut.

2 thompson, ‘the Russian Settlement in California, 13.
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three thieshiag floors, a well, stables and twenty-four
houses with orchards attached,

At Bodega, a warehouse 30 x 60 feet and threé small
houses. The purchase also included the Kostromitinoff,
Khebnikof and Jorges Ranchos and the schooner Consgantine,
which Sutter renamed the Sacramento.! |

Other articles which were essily moved and could be
used immedistely were: Two thousandvhead of cattle, five
hundred horses, forty canioa, one hundred muskets and a
miscellaneous assortment of durious‘weapons. There were
carts, plows, ahd other rude ferming implements of Russian;
manufacture.2

The work of removing the articles and buildiqags from
Ross and Rodega, was handled by John Bidwell, @hom Sutter
had employed ss a clerk at New Helvetia. The moving of the
buildiangs and equipment from Ross and Rodega reyuired two
years.® A

It/will be interestilg to note that amoig the meny
things removed from Fort Zoss, was an old can10a which had
guite a history. JudgebJ.'H. Mc Kune, ia his article which
appeared in the Themis, October 5, 1889, states:

The piece was caét'by the Russian

Government at their foundry at
5t., Petersburg in 1804, Tt is forty

1

Thompson, The Russisn Settlement in'California, 14.

2 Ridwell, California 1841-48, 83.

-

S Sutter, Personal Reminiscences, 83.
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;nches loag, three and one-half

inches in the bore, cast with two

handles so that it was easily

carried by two men. The chamber

runs to a point at the vent and

a half pound of powder 1is nec-

essary for the chsrge.

the gun first ssw service ia the battle of Austerlitz,

when napoleon defeated the Austro-kussisn forces;l Af ter-
werds it was presented by the Gzar to the Russian-American
Company, from whence Sutter secured possession of it. Sutter
mounted it in the south esst bastica of his fort. This gua
wes amoag those used by Sutter to fire a salute to the
American [lag which was hojsted over his fort at suxriée,

July_ll,'laas.§

Duriig the Americen Canuest of Califoraia,
Stockton used thé gﬁn as a field piece in his advance from
San Pedro to Los Angeles. The weapon was thenwtransferred to
Colonel Mason's command, who returned it to Captain Sutter
after the treaty of Guadaloupe Hidalgo. Later Sutter pre-
gented it to the California Pioaeers in San Frencisco and
the gun waé lost when the great fire and earthquake of 1906
swept that city.

The briangiag of the armament from Fort Réss to his
establishmeant at Wew Helvetia brought forth threats and
criticism from the Mexican.officials, who greatly feared
the brospects of haviag a stroagly fortified position in

the middle of their country, so far away from their im-

1 Gregory, History of Sonoma County, 26.

2 See Appendix, 91.
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mediste jurisdiction.l

Sutter viewed the whole affeir with contempt., When he
heard threats coming f.or the Mexican officials &aad critic-
isms invregards to his movements, he was frequently heard
voiciag his coitempt for Mexicaa criticism, In fact, Sutter

~was kaown to have written a letter to a friend in which he
stated that if any attempt were made o011 the part of the
Californians to interfere with his plans, or if threats
coatinued, thét he (Sutter) was not only able to defend
himself, but to go and chastise the Californians as well.2

blThere is no doubt that the feal cause of the Mexican

fear of a’brivate fortress i1 their midst was the fact
that their own fortificatiqns were i1 a sorry plight. An
incident which occurred ian Yerba Buena at that time, will
serve to illustrate the point.

An American man-of -war entered ‘the bay oa a friendly
mission.iThe Americen commaider asked the Mexican officer
in'charge of the fort at Yerba Buena if he would return a
salute‘if given one. The commander stated that he would but
fhat the American captain wbuld have to wait a few moments
While he purchased some powder i1 town. He returned without
the powder and was obiiged to borrow some from the Amerioan.
Then the poor fellow had to'spend an hour or-two trying to

‘clean up an o0ld rusty cannon so that a salutevbould be fired.

1 Bidwell, California 1841-48, 83,

2 Tbid, 83.
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After much persuasion, the gun was finally 11duced to go
off. thus the honor of mexico was upheld but its credit
wes slightly straited as remuneration for the powder was
never made. |

It has been/stated in‘reviewing the Military sﬁrength
of valifornia under the mexican regime,-that the entire
force consisted of three huqdred and nineteen indian
soldiers, forty-seven rusty caanon and no ammunition, with
the possibility of raising about six or seven hundred
w}olunteers.2 Probably this statement is somewhat exaggerated, 
siazce the Mexicans made an attempt to resist the American
conquest of galifornia; but on fhe other hand there is a
gfeat deal of truth in it.

rhe fort, when completed by Sutter, coasisted of an

adobe wall, 3 feet thick, 18 feet high, enclosiég a rec-
tanular gspace of ahcut 500 by 150 feet. On the southesst
and northwestncofnefs were projecting basticns,_goataining
cannons in the upper stories which commaaded the“éateways |
in the center of each side, except the westexn. The walls,
at intervals, were pierced with loopholes. Guus were
mounted at the maia entraance, on the south side and else-
where., The north side was protected by a deep raviae, There
was én inner wall and the intermediate space was roofed

over and divided into a number of rooms and shops, There

! Hastings, Emigrant's Guide, 105.

® Tbid, 105. .



were other detached buildiigs of adobe and wood, -Some

the wooden buildiags had been moved from Fort Ross.1

! Pancroft, History of California, IV, 227-228.

of
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CHAPTER T7Y
CONTEVMPORARY THESCRIPTTONS OF THE PORT

Contewmporary descripticns of the fort, for the most
part,_agree as to_the general area enclosed by the fort,
the tieight of the walls and the armament. But siace these
descripticas were written by men who visited the fort over
a period of ten years, from its coastruction to its oc-~
cupation by ihe'"forty-ninersl" there are bound to be
noticeakle differences in detailed descriptioas,

Two re&esons have been disoovered for this: First, scme
of the visitors were not interested énough tdﬂmake exacting
observations., A general description suited their purposes,
so that is what they wrote. Secondly, over a period of ten
years, wiih the indrease of occupants and th;\increase‘bfﬂ
manufacturing and the establishment of supply stbres, the
interior of the fort was bound to bhe alteré&u New buildihgs
were erected, old oaes were remodeled, so thet the interior
was constantly changiag. Coanuently an exacting observer,
visitiag the fort in 1844, Jjust sfter its completion, would
see an entirely diffeient sight from the oné presented to
a visitor in 1849, |

Sutter, in his Persoaal Reminiscences, p. 49, describes
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his fort thus:

The walls were eighteen feet high,
three feet thick and enclosed about
five acres. They were coastructed

of adobe bloccks, two and one~half
feet thick, The bastions were five
feet thick. The prisoas were uader
them.

Tnside the wslls were erected sever-
al buildiags. There were barracks

for the soldiers, other dwellings

and workshops. There was a bskery,a
mill, blanket factory and distillery.

Sutter was very proud of his living quarters, for he

goes on to state: |
In my parlor, I hed very ancient
furniture mede by the Russians at
Tort Ross, the first mede in Cal-
ifornia. Jt was very clumsy and
mede of leaurel. Yet, it was better
than the chairs in many rich men's
homes of that period. Often have ¥
gone into the howe of a well-to-do
owner of large herds of cattle and
have been offered a bullocks' head
to sit oa a&s a chair.

John Bidwell arrived at Sutter's Fort just aftéf'Sutter
had completed'the purchase of the Russian settlement. So
favorably wss Sutter impressed with the young man that he
employed him as clerk and placed Bidwell in complete com-
mand of removiig the equipment from Ross and Bodega, Bidwell
remained i1 Suttert's employ oaly a sgort time, He left be-
fore the fort was completed and does not mention a detailed

"description of the completed fort ia his accbunt.,He enters
ia the buildi~g of the fort chiefly because he wes respon-
sible for the removal of the'equipment from Ross and Bodega.

Ridwell mentions the fact that some forty pieces of cannon
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were breught to the fort, but - 'not all of them were mounted.
ey e o oy . ot . .

Most of them were housec i1 the varicus storerocms and never

: 1
used. /

Don Antoaio Sunol gives a brief general o'écriptidﬁ Of
- the fort while he was ascting ss & witness during the verious
court proceedings arising from Sutter's land claims. Sunol
stated that the fort was built of adobes and was about five
huadred. varas square, with zrtillery mounted on the walls.2

Hastings, in his Emigrantsf Guide, p.102, mékes this
statement: o

New Helvetia is located on the south
siuce of the American River about o1e
mile from tne south bank. It is one
hundred miles east by north from
Yerba Buena at z latitude 892 ,45142"
north. .

Lhe fort, in form is a sexangular
obloag, its greatest width 178 feet.
1two hundred and thirty-three feet of
its length being 178 feet wide, and
the residue but 129 feet wide.

1t is enclosed by permanent adadbe
walls, which are 18 feet high and 3
feet thick. rhere are bastions at the
corners, the walls of which are 5 .
feet thick. The fort is entered by
three large swinging gates, oae of
which is on the north, &snother on the
south gide, &and the third &t the esst

s o S
T ais &

+he first of these, ‘is entirely inac-
‘cessible from without, because of a
deep end impassible ravine, which ex-
tends the whole length of the fort on
the north; o1 each side of the secoad,

1 Bigwell, California 1841-48, 82,83,

2 Sutter Ciaim, Sacramento Union, May 26, 1855.
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is & platform, upon each of which, a
nine-pounder is planted; and the third
iz completely commanded by one of the
beégtions. T
1 There &re two bastions, each of which

has four guns, tvoc niane-pounders, and

two six-pounders; and ia all there are

twelve guns, of different caliber., The

inier buildiigs of this fort, coisists

of & lsrge and com:iodious residence,

for varicus officers in the connecticn

with which, is a lsrge kitchen, a

diiiag=-room, two large parlore, the

necessary offices, shops, aad lodging

apariments.

Regsides these, there is also & dig- o
tillery, a horse-mill 2ad & mageaziie, R
together with barracks for the ac- '
comodaticas of &t leczst one thousand
goldiers, :

Mofras; i1 his Exploration Tu Territoire De L'Oregon
des Californies, pp. 458, 459, 460, hes this to say of
Sutter's Settlement:

The fort of New Helvetial is bounded,

to the north by & smsll brook of v ‘ -
which the steep benks coatribute to ‘
the defenseé. The enclosure is pro-

tected by a wall & feet thick, con-

structed oi bricks bsxed in the sun

and suppcrted by grest pieces of

timber. Each face of the quadri- A

lateral hes an extent of 100 meters

with two levels; the four levels

gre plerced with embrssures and an

outer gallery surmcunts all the well,

The armament ig composed of sixteen

to eighteen short cannon and caronades
ol iron of different calibres, brought
from the vessels. There are two excel-
lent field pieces of bronze with ceis-~
-sons, which the Rusgisns have given

to Mr. Sutter.

1 See Appendix for the French.
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The latter heus in sddition, sufficicat
musketls &no long ritfled ce=rhines to
‘equip sixty to eighty mea without in-
cluc¢iig the pistcls and cutti g weapons.

The amrunition is gooc &nd in sul-
ticient quantity; en active watch, both
ol guerds and night petrols &re crgan-
ize¢ i1 & wilitsry feshioa. All these
preceuticns are nzcesssry, for duriig
the esrly period of the establishment,
the Tndians made severel sttempts to
sssassilate Wr. Sutter, who came out
victor in the engagewments he hacd with
them.

Jow Mr. Sutter is at peace with the
Tndians, & hudred of whem work for him,
They ere fed a1d receive two reals '
worth of merchandise per dsy, such &s
pieces of glass, neckleces, hisndker=-
chiefs, fabrics and other articles.

At Vew Helvetia, there are thirty white
men, Germsns, Swiss, Canadians, English,
vrench, and Amsricans., Almost all of
them are occupied at cutting wood,at
the forges, end at carpentry. Some are
civided iito groups and scour the vel-
ley end rivers to hunt the beaver.

Fremont, i1 his Report of the Exploring Expedition to

the Rocky Mounteias i1 the Year 1842 and to Oregon aad

worthern C

picture of

sliforaia in the Year 1843%-44, p. 246, gives this
Sutter's Fort:

The fort is & gquadrengulsar adobe
gtructure, mountiag twelve pieces of
artillery (two of them brass) and cap-
sble of edmitting & garrison of a:
thecusand men, this, at present, con-
sists of forty Tndians in uniform,

one of whom wzs always found on duty
et the gete. As might be expected,

the pieces are not in very good order.
The whites in the employmeat of
Ceptsin Sutter, American, Treach, and
German, ' amount perhaps, to thirty men.
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The inaer wall is formed into build-
1igs comprising the common guarters;
with blacksmith and other workshops;
the dwelliag house, and other build-
i1gs occupying more of the center of
the area,

It is built upon a poad=like stream,
gt times & ruaniing creek communicating
with the Rio de los Americanos, whuich
enters the Sacranentc River about two
miles below.

Mr., Edwin Bryesnt, i1 his book, What Y Saw in Cal-

ifornia, p. 267, states briefly:
The fort is a parallelogrem, about
500 feet in length-and 150 feet in
breadth. The wealls: are coiastructed
of adobe, “or sun dried bricks. The
main buildings, or residence, stends
neer the center of the area, or court,
enclosed by the wslls.,
A row of shops, store-rooms, sad bar-
racks are enclcsed within, sad line
the walls on every sicde. Hastions
project from the angles, the ordnance
mounted in which sweep the walls. The
principal gates on the east zad south
are also defended by heavy artillery,
_ through portholes pierced ia the walls.

Mr. Samuel C. Upham, in his Notes of a Voyaée to GCal-
jforaia in 1849-850, p. 319, gives a description of the fort
as it was ia 1849 in the form of a sketch.'

Tt will be noticed in this illustration that there are
apperently only two main buildiigs within the iaterior of
the fort, One is the ceatral, or headquarters building &nd
the other, judging from its position in relatioa to reliable

ground plans of the fort, is evidently the distillery. The

1 Copy pf Upham's sketch o1 the followiag page.



22
central building is depicted all out of proportion to other
contemporary descriptions of it. Also, it does not tally
with the centrel buildisg as it stands todezy. The picture
shows the ceilrel buildiag surmounted by a belfry or cupola.
There is oaly one other paiantling of the fort that depicts
the cantral strucfure with a cupola.l

The wall, presented i1 the foreground of the picture,
faces the south, Tt coqtaiqs one of the main entrances, but
it is too narrow for the eitraace o1 that side desdribed
elsewhere, Besides that, the same wall is pierced with three
locpholes, three wiidows, and three small doorways. The
southeast bastion has a shed-like exteasioa that is not
menticned or picturedtby other contemporaries. The di~
mensiocas of the enclcsure, in relation to the bqilainés is
entirely too small, There were changes tekiag place within
the interior of the fort from year to year, but aot quite
as flagraat &s those shown i1 Mr. Uphem's illﬁst{ation.

‘ There is a paiatiig of Sutter's Fort, whnich hangs ia
the Califoraia Department of thé State Librery, that de-
picts the fort as it was i1 1846. A man by the nswme of
Valencia paiited the work from sketches left to him by his
fafher, who worked for Sutter at that period.2 This paint-
ing shows'not\ohlybthe fort, but also the stock corral,
1vThis picture of Sufter's Tort wes painted on an old wiadow

screen which hung on the o0ld Orleans FHotel, Z2nd Street,
Sacramento. The screen is mow on exhibition ia the Sutter

FTort Museum i1 the Central Buildiag.

“ See the followiag pege for a-copy of this painting.
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located on the south east ends of the wall and entirely
surfoundinjthe bsstion atﬁthat corner. The ceatral buildiag
and wall are correct in p;oportion and tally with the
Verbal descripticns given elsewhere. Rut tﬁere is a creek
or small slough i1 the foreground of this picture which,
accordi g to other coutemporary descripticis, would be
coisidered misplaced.

The creexk is supposed to be on the north side of the
fort. This shows it 01 the south side. However, that fact
may be explained by noting thet Sutter's Fort was built
upon & slight rise and perhaps'the surroungmg land was
- somewhat swampy owing to‘the creek on the north side aad
its close proximity to the Sacrameito and‘Americaﬁ Rivers, -

T. J. Schoonover, in his Life and Times of General
J. A. Sutter, p. 13, hes inserted a sketch of Sutter'stort
whidh is evidently a copy of Velencia's paintiag, with the
exception that the creék is omitted aand two loop holes in
the south wall substituted instead.l

There is an early priat of the fort as it lpoked in
1847, hanging invthe Fort Museum at present. This is |
idedtical with Valencia's paianting, with the exception of
the creek (which in this case is located where it should be)
gnd in additioa Samuel Brannan's Store, which stood a few

teet from the east gate,

1 See the following psge for a copy of this sketch by

Schoonover.
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There is ancther paiitiig in the Fort MQSeum by Calvin,
which illustretes the fort i1 1849, But this picture is
ive1tical in evefy way with the print meantioned above, and
probably is a copy of it.

Of all the pictures end paiitiags, valencia's painting
was probably the most accutate siice it agrees in major
details with written descripticjs. Even amoag the written
descriptioas by contewporsries, there are mi.or disagree-

' ments,'but in general, the compérisons are similar,

With the exceptioa of Wofras, they neerly all state
thet the wells are 18 feet high and three feet thick. In
the various accounts the armament is given from ten to
eighteen canaon. This mesy be expleiaed by the fact that the
armameant w&s diswounted frem tive to time so thatvthe arm-
gment was not consistent in number; from 1844 to 1248 the
number of pieces ia éctuel workiag order wss bcund to vary
soméwhat.l

They =11 state thet the fort was equipped with two
bestioas ahd thet it was bounded on the north by & deep
ravine which arforded protection to the entraice on thst
gide, There were three gates{ located oa the north, south,
and east. The dimensions of the fort (not including the
corral) were about 500 by 150 feet. nastings gives very
éxact~figures for the dimensicns. He wes either shrewd at

guessing or else, for reasons of his own, prefered to

1 "Descripticn of Suttert's Fort", Themis, Nov., 23, 1889,
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measure the walls rather than spgcu}ate uson their dimensions.

There wzs an ianer wall, and the intervening Spaée wes
roofed over to form shopgs aad living quarters, Detached\
buildings consisted of the origiaal central building de-
‘scribed by Sutter, and a few which were removed from rort
Ross.,

On the followiig page, a diagream of the ground plan
has been drawn, based upon the general points of agreement
a1ong the coitemporery authorities who haﬁe been quoted at
.the opening of thié_chapter. |

The only outstanding differences among the above de-

acriptions are:

mofras stztes that the wells were b feet thick and that
an outer geallery surmounts the wzll. 1in addition{ he states
that each side of the walls is 100 meters in extent, which
would make the fort in the form of a square rather fhan a
rectangle as describes by others=, Just why Mofrgs‘ de-
scripticn gshould not agree with the other Qontemgoraries
is unexplainable., mofras was upoa a scientifiq expedition,
and one would be jaclined to think that he wouid be more
accurate in observing. yet, siace his book was not pub-
lished until after his return to wrence, he may have for-
gotten exactly how the fort did look. rerhaps he did not
meke a very accuraste observation in the first place, merely
intending'tb employ a brief genersl description ia his

work.,
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Since Sutter, nastings, rrevont and sryant tally so
closely in comparison with mofras, there is reason to doubt
tné reliability of some of the stztements made by mofras in
describibng rort sutter, | |

At any rate, they are thernly ones who describe the
fort as it was in any detail at 3ll. As a rule, the other
contemporaries were coatent to graisé Mr. Sutter's
hospitality, observe the extent of his holdiags and note
carefully his'wealth; but for some reason or other they
said very little about the fort beyond méntioning that he .

had a wonderful esteblishment.
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‘CHAPTER ITIX

DATLY LIFE AT THE FORT

The life and scenes presented daily at Fort Sutter
during its best years, (1844-48) were truly interesting
and thrilling to a visitor of those times,

Perhaps Fort Sutter could be compared with a large
sea-port where the natives of the -world rub elbows, and
where the means cof obtainihg & living were numerous and
varied. The comparison is justifiable, in &s much as the

population of Sutter's Fort was composed of representatives

frcm several naticnalities, The tzsks were many, and there

was an atmosphere of bustling and scrambling which hovered
ovér the esteblishment, which ténded'to 5ecome more¢ in-
tensif'ied whenever an expedition arrived ia need of sup-
pliés,'or upon thé coming of immigraJt parties,~qr whenever
it became necessary fo dispatch soldiers against fhe Indians
of that region who had msde themselves obnoxicus at tiues
with their repeated horse—stealing raids end occasioaal
massacres of lonely travelers or settlers.

Perhaps the most unique thing about the daily routine

of the fort was Sutter's Lzbor aand Military System. The

'mixed population of the fort wes divided iato really three
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classes of laborers. There were those who were immigtents
and wiio hoped to have homes of-théir‘own ia the new country
in & short time, These were classed as temporsry workers.,
They worked for Sutter in excnange for supclies to enable
them to go and establish themselves in some other 1ocalityQ
Chief'among this class were the Mormohs. They built & flour
.mill fof Sutter, lbcated on the American River about six
miles from the fort. They also aided in the erection of his
famous saw-mill where gold wes discbveréd by Msrshall,?

The permanent settlers formed a second class of workers.
These were immigrants who settled in or sround the fort.
Some of them had smell farms nesar Sutterville,‘(a.sﬁall
town near tne fort which Sutter had laid out); Others were
mechanics, carpenters and blacksmiths, who'were in charge
bf the vericus shops inside the fort and teught the Indians
something of their trades.<

kThe third class was composed entirely of Tndians. In
this group there Were no outstanding mechanics or ;Ttisans.
For the most part, they‘were employéd around the fort as
rough laborers or assistsnts to the verious tradéSmen, or
else they were emplbyed ia lérge numbers to harvest the
CTOPS, |
Dur ing hafvesting time, Sutter employed betweeh two |

and three hundred Tadisns. They were.very crudely dressed.

1

Rencroft, History of California, vy, 1%,

2 1pid, 13.
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Some wore shirts and blankets, while others were more brief-
ly attired; Their wages were paid in merchandise firom day
to day. For their convenience Sutter issued tin coins, upon
which were stamped the number of days the léborer had worked. .
These were presented by the owner st the fort store ia ex-
change for gocods.l The Tndians were very partialbto cotion
cloth aad handkerchiefs, Ordinary brown cotton cloth retzil-
ed for a dollar a yard at that time.* The Tndians were f[ed
on raticas of beef, bread and wheat-mush, or flour-mush. The
bill-of~-fare for the other occupants of the fort consisted
of roast beef and vegetables. Acorns were sometimes sub-
stituted for coffee when there was a shortage of that article.
Sutter clajred thet the substitution wes hard to distihguish

from genuiae coffee,>

Sutter's privete quartérs were located ia tbe maia, or
ceqtral building. In front of this structure tnere wes a
small squere, in the center of which wes locsated a bost,
surmounted by & bell, and at oie side, there wes & brass
cennon used chiefly for firiag salutes.t

“sutter's actusl military force consisted of about twelve

to fifteen men (Tndians) composing both infantry and cavalry.

There was 2 guard posted every night. Sutter equipped him

1 Pryant, What_ I Saw in California, 268.

Thid, 267.

Sutter, Personszl Reminiscences, 77.

Bencroft, History of Csliforiia, VI, 13.



with a half-hour glass, and whenever the sand ia the glass
rzn out, the guard would strike the bell ia thé square and
cry out, "All is well"'.l The bell was alwsys rung at day-
break the year ground, for all workers tec zrise and set
about their tesks. Suaday, however, wss the dzy of rest.

No work wes dohe, but there was no particuiar gtteation
paid to religion. Sutter's Tndiesn boys were obliged to esppeer
well washed &1¢ nestly clad every Sunday moraing for drill,
Their uaiforms coasisted of blue drill pantsloons, and white
cotten shirts; red handkerchiefs tied around their heads
completed the costume, After driil was over they had leave
for the balancekéf the dey znd they usually left the fort
tc visit with their relatives.z'The,adult soldiers had
reguler uniforms of blue or green c¢loth, with re‘trimmings.
These Sutter hasd procured from the Russisns During work-
ing days, the interior of the fort presented a scene of
bustling activity. Carpenters were busy szwing andxfitting
lumber for the verious buildings needed at the fort. The
placksmith's forge wes everboccupied} There were.horses to
be(shod and tires to be reset ugon wagon wheels.4aﬁahy a
dilepidated wagon found ready repair in the wsgon shop.

Scon mechanics begen to srrive from the states. They

bt

Sutter, Yersonsl Rewiiiscences, 75,

Do

Tbid, 77.

(&)

Thid, 78.

Bencroft, History of Czlifornis, 13,
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ware employec in manufecturqu plows encd other sgricultursl
implements of American psttern. The necessary iron, steel,
and tools were mede aveilable by the Russizn purohase.l A
bletket fzctory wes erested in order to utilize the wocl
from the large flocks of sheep owned by Sutter.\‘3 At one
corner of the fort stocd a make~shift flour will, erected
by Sutter to provide flour for his bill-of-fare and for
tast rarést of all delicacies in the early days, bresd. In
construction the will was relatively simple. A lerge stone
wes pleced upon the ground, with the top surfzce leveled
off, and polished after 2 fzshion, Another stoné of tue
game pstitera was placsed on the first. Attached to the top
stone was a lcng arw or sweep, to which were attached one
to twelve mules or norses, dependiilg of course upon the
anount of ﬁower Qesired to griad a given queatity of grain.:5
The ctaer, and perhzps the most populsr fectory in the
fort, wes the ¢istillery. There were large quantltiés of
wild grzpes i1 the vicinily of the fort, so Sutter seized
the opportunity to coavert these grapes iito an.exhilarating
beverage. To do this, he erected his distillery and turned
out high wines and brzndy. The process wes fairly profitable
one in as much as Sutter pzid off the grester part of hnis

debts, which were numerous, ia the form of manufactured

1 Sutter, "Disry", S2a ®rsicisco Argonaut,

o

Thid.

Schoonover, Life and Times of General Joha A, Sutter, 28,
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. 1
products.

But since most paying enterprises have some draw-backs,
tne distillery, whlle proiitaivle, wess no excepticn to the -
rule, Sutter employed Tndisn labor ia this business aad they
acquired a likiig for liquors, particulaerly for the high
wites. Siace Indians, as & rule, never use liquors of aay
sort with temperance, Sutter, in order to get the maximum
efficieacy out of them, was obliged to discoatinue making

] 2 . : 4 .
the high wines.” There is aa enecdote told which illustrates
| very well the fondness that Sutter's Tadians had for liquor,

On a certein occasicn, Sutter asked the following
questicn of a young squew, who worked in his blsaxet factory:

"Anite, if you cculd heve turee chcices
gn¢ &ll you want of each, what would
~you chose?"
"Vino," (Wine) replied Anita.
M"What would you select for the secondf®" T
"A lover", replied the girl. ‘ v
"And what would ycu tszke for your thlrd .
and last choice?" )
" mA little more vino."

Teisgure time, s might be expected in thcse wild, rew,
days was spent in pursuits aot czlculated to improve one's
mentzl equipment, or develop one's tsleant along useful or
cultural lines. Amusements were three-fold, drinking, (usual-
ly to excess) gambling, and lewsting.

The Califoraia Ster of Jenuery 22, 1848, printed the

following sociesl’ item:

1 Schoonover, Life aad Times of Genersl John A, Sutter,29,.
% Tbid, 29.

9 Tpid, 29-30.
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New Year wes celebrsted at Sutter's
Fort by the firing of guns, the
ridiig of horses and much drinking.
On Ghristmas Day, the disbanded members
of thne 8aliforaiia Battalion became
darunk as @ result of too many egg noggs.,
Gambling was prevslent amoig both winites and indians;
but perhzps the Tndians, on a eaveregé, were more prone to
gemble then their white brothers. The Tndians at the fort
were known to pert with their clothiag, wages, dr_any other.
possessicns very frequently, as a result of a game of chance,
1he Indiai1s hec their own psrticular form of gambling.
All those desiring to play seated tnemselves cross-legged
on the ground i1 a circle. ihey divided themselves into two
parties, each haviig its two champions or expert players. A
ball, or smell blcck of wood, or some other article, was
plsced 11 the hends of the players o1 one side, who passed
it from hand to had wiih such skiil aad speed that it was

almost impossible to detect the changes. After a2 minute or

two, the players in possession of the vall or objéct, would

mske a certeii motion with thelir hands. the antagonists
were Lunen to guess ia which hend the bsll wes locsted. If
the guess Was'wrong, it counted one ih {favor of the pley-
7ing party, if the guess wes right, it counted one in faﬁor
of the guessing party end the ball was‘transfered to them.
Score was kept by means of & number of’sticks. During the
process of the game, a coatinued grunting wes kept up,
accompanied by the rhythmic swayiang of their bodies. The

side with the highest score was paid by the losers, with



merchandise, cloths, trinkets, aad money.t

Sutter, ia his Personsl Remiaiscences, pp. 196-198,

scribes a diiner that he gave thus:

1

P

On the fourth cf July, 1848, I gave a
great olnner and iavited the chief men
in that vicinity to jcin i1 the cel-
ebraticn of the day, Governor Mason

and General Sherman, Captzin Folsom

gend others had just mede & trip to the
mites ai1d returniasg stopped at the fort,

‘They were alcne as they had been desert-

ed by their escort. T invited them to
rest with me over the fourth and join
in the celebration of the day.

“The aoy began with the hoisting of ilags

and the firiag of caanocas. Tt was a
universal holiday. There was no work
dene.. There were quite a number of wo-
men there, about four, who were good
cooks, Mrs. Montgomery was one, S0 w&as
Mrs. Lehigh, Mrs. McDowell and another,

The takle was leid in vy old armory hall,
Dinner wss served in the afternoon.
Sitiing at the table were invited guests
only. My hired men never came to my
table, They lived ia their own homes,

got their oWwn rations and did their

own cookiag.

The dinner panied out well. The tzhble
wes well spread. T hed recently nad a
cnence to purchase from a French ves--
sel a supply of good sauterane, hrendy,
end other things. The captein brought
it up to me from the bay in a lauach.
%We had beef, geme, fowl, and all tne
substeniels ead luxeries of frcatier
life.

This wsg the first Fourth of July in
Californis uider the Americea Flag
and all were so glad. Tverybody re-
joiced at it thiaking now to have a
good government and a quick settling

Rryant, What_I Sew_in Celifornia, 268,
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up of the country. Tossts were proposed
end heslths wvere drunk.

\

"Philogsopher" Pick i N ©4 -

_ h sopher ickett wss orstor of the “
, dey. All ate and drank frecly aid mest

and flrink excerised their usuel eficct,
Sharmea, in hie beok, s=zys T wes tieht,
pbut T w:e no mecre "tight" then he was.,
tten ¢=ni1ot drink liqucr without feeling
it aand it is not for sny officers to
partoexe of hospitality such as T freely
‘gave, drink, as they ususlly driag, &nd
th=n in & [lippent remaerk sccuse their
host of drunkenness.

Sh=rman should be ashaemed cof such words,
and T think he is, for when T wrote to
him a1out it, he tloox it all beck, mak-

ing some leame excuse 1in ¢ocliang so. » D

" The populaticn of the fort wss varied, consisting for
the most part of Americsns who ned emigrsted iror the states.
Amonss these were the mechanics snd settlers. There were trep-
pers of sevéral natiohaiifies, French-Canadiensg, Americans,
aﬁd Bnglish., There were Meiioan Vaqgueros whe atteaded Sutter's
herds of cztiles, Abcut fifty Tndiamns were retsined at the ‘ -
fort as Sutter's soldiers. Added to these nstionalities
there wag & sp}inaling of’ negroes and Kanakas . i

A report‘giveq by Suttsr in December 1847, fixes the
population of the fort aad immediate vicinity at 21,87%, Two-
hundred z1d eishty-nine of these were whites, sixteen were
half-breeds, Hawaiians and Wegroes, four huidred and seventy-
nine were tame Tndians zad the balsnce was composed of Cal-

ifornians and Tndisas not employed by Sutter.g

Bencroft, History of Gsliforais, Vi, 14.

2 Tpid,l4.
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THE PURPOSES OF THR FORT

Sutter's Fort was iﬁpcrtant &g ‘an outpost in the wild-
erness, a resting place where wesry immigraats could repair
their wegoens, rest themselves snd their stock. Tts trading
advantegés made it popular»with the easrly treppers, and‘
every scientific or militery perty thét ventured¢ inland in
the early deys hneaded fof Suttsr's Tort and used.that plsce

as their tempersry headquarters for the durstion of their

The fort wss also used for militsry purposes. The oaly
real militsry expedition that wes sent £row the fort while
Sutter wes in possesgica was to aidfGovérnor Mioheltorena
during the revolt of the Celifcranisns. Accordiang to Sutter
the resson for fGcveracr Micheltorena's uapcpularity wes
thet he favored Amefioan emigretion to California; the ones
who opposed Micheltorena clzimed that he brought a bat-
talion of crimingls with him from Mexico and thet their
pehevior was unbezrable for the Californians,i At aﬁy rate,
Sutter made & proposition to Micheltorena offeriag to sid

him with 2ll the forces under his commend in exchange for

Pancroft, History of Cezlifornia, TV, 456-457,
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2 libere and grent.” Evidently they reached an agreement
of some kiad for an Jaauary 1, 1845, Sutter wmarched to Join
. \
Micheltorena at Selinas with the force and eyuipment ia=-
cluding two hundrec and twenty men, one hundred foreigners

£

of wixed naticaslities, one hu dred Tndians, &nd a bress
field biece.z |

Sutter's asctivites were terminafed éfter one moath and
a2 helf of service. un rebraary 20, the nsttle Qf uaﬁuenga
occurrgd. 1t oreged ellvday withcut & drop of blood lost on
eilther side, but Sutter wzs surrounded by & company of re-
belling Csalifcranians and tzxken ijsoner.b |

When brouzht before Castro sad AlVéréao, Sutter stated
thet he had only performed his duty és a Mexican citizen by
upnoldiig the government in power, consquently he had gided
Micheltorena.'ﬁis explanation was satisfactory and he wss
perolec¢. After z [few weeks ne wes alloved to retura to wvew
Helvetie and resume his cuties there.*

S0 ended”Sutt;r's first end lsst official militery ex-
pedition. Althou;h‘it did not aCtually have a direct coa-
nectica witn rort Suttﬁf sffeirs, it wes méde poesinle 6nly
beceuse the fort had served as & perfect outfitting étation.

Had he not been so equipped through the medium of his fort

1 Rancfoft, History of Csaliforaia, IV, 477,
2 ibid, Llv, 485-486.
% 1pid, 1v, 503-508.

* 1pid, 1V, 508-516,
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it is doubtful if Sutter could have attempted'the expedition.
1ndiesn troubles occurred off and oa during the actiﬁe
period of the rort's history. As we have noted, indian
troubleg began asksooh as the estzpblishment was founded. in
the spring of 1840, Sutter relztes that there were some minor

Indian troubles.l

But since miior Tndian troubles were ex-
pécted, they were accepted by those pioaeers as psrt of their
deily routihe, couéequently only the more serious of the up~
-risings receivec any natice whatever.

Ta the sumxér—of 1¢4€, the occupents of the 3acramento
valley were alarmed at the report that alsrge b& 10 of Walla-
Walla Indiéns from Oregon were gbout to make a raid. But ¢
their fesrs proved groundless since it was merely a friendly
visit by the Walla Walla Uhief, who wanted to secure trading
privileges and to talk over an incident which occurred at
the fort in the wiiter of 1844-45.2

i thst winter the indians came down from tﬁe north to
trade for eattle at the fort. AMong the party ﬁere Ghief
Yellow Serpeni and his Son, Elijah., Blijsh was & mission
tndian, but evidently he had forgotten the ten commandmeants,
since he querreled with one of his companions i front of
the fort aad killed him, Amoig the "wild" horses which the
natives wished to trade for cattle, were several mules,'

one of which bore a brand. A man by the name of utrove Gook

Sutter, "Diary", San Francisco Argonaut.

2 Bancroft, History of Galifcraia, V, 30, -
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who was at the fort &t the time, claimed the animal and
tried¢ to seize him., Elijah imnediately reised his rifle and
thregtened Cook. Sutter then proposed that tlie Chief step
iqside and talg the meztter over. While they were in conference
a quarrel broke out between Cook and Elijah., During the argu-
ment thst ensued, Coock shot znd killed the young netive, The
Igdians immediately depearted for the ndrth without waiting
to trade.l Small wonder thea, at the alarm cf the inmates of
the fort when they heard during’the following sumrer thet
Yel}ow Serpent and a bénd one thousand strong were headed in
the direction of New Helvetis. ﬁowever, they merely‘made a
few trades and then departed as:peaceiully =g they came.

During the moath of June, 1846, the Mokelumne Tndians
begen to creste a disturbaznce., Their offense was chieflly
norse stesling, bhut when thé dezths of a few settlers were
reported in connecticn with their reids, Sutter took im-
mediete action, Choosing & iew mea; Sutter met thém bn the
benks of the Calaverss River. A brief skirmish easued, &nd
the Tndians fled. They led Sutter énd his bend a-Imerry chésé
through the brush azad tulés, end'éfter severel hours pursuit,
Sutier wss obliéed to return to the fort,?

U?on enother occezsion, when the Mokelumnés became too
troublesome, Kit Carson, who happened to be at the fort at

the'time, led & smell party against them and defeated them,

! Bencroft, History of Calif oraia, V, 300-301.

2

Sutter "Diery", San FTrazncisco_Argonsut.
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Raphero was their chief and thevdeféat gppérantly made him
more eager to haress thaan to deéist. Sutter clasimed that the
Californiens ' had incited the Mokelumnes to give him trouble,
pecause they were jealous of him &nd his posseSsiQns and
that they wished to secure them for their own.1
It was not 10ﬂé'after this, before Raphero got iato
trouble egein. He quarreled with his brother-in-law aad
killed him. Sutter, who had been appointed Alcalde for the
Northern District of Califorais, immediztely brought him to
the fort for trial, Rapherb tried to excuse himself oi the
~grcound that he held e lieutenélpfs commission from the
‘Mexican Government and that he nad xilled his brother-in-
law because he was a horse~thief, Suflicient proof of
Raphero's statemeht was wantihg,‘so that worthy was executed
without-further sdieu, @ad his scalp nailed over the main
getewsy of Tort Sutter as & wsraiig to bther waywsrd Tadians?
Perneps Rephero may neve hsd some understaqding with
the Maxican Goverawent., ®ven il he had proved hisApojnt it
is rathér doubtful whether he would have escapéd execution.
Tig peers considered him 8 menace to the pesace bf the valley
and“firmly belie;ilg ia the old saying, "that the only good
Indian wss & dead one", So they would hsve found some excuse
to execute him,

Other znd wmore importsat events were socn to demand the

Schocnover, Life and Times eof Genersl Joha A. Sutter, &1l.
. 4 — fout }

2 Tpid, 31-36.
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entire attentica of the inhebitents of the Lort. A few

byt

menths after the TYadisn trouble, the BRear Wleg Revoluticn

(sn unaecessery prelude to the Americen Conuguest) broke
forth. That such 2 thing ocnujxec weg not entirely surprising

to the Mexican oificizls. Some months betore, Jose Castro,

the Militery Conmsnder of Cezlifornis, had issued the follow-

ing proclamationzl

- The Citizen Jose Cezstro, Lieut. Col,
of the Mexican Army and Comunander-
in-chief of the Tept. of Califor iia.

Fellow Citizens: A band of robhers,
comma ied by & Csptzin of the U.S.
Army, J. C. Fremont, have, withcut
reaspect to the laws and authorities

of the Department, deriangly iitroduced
themselves into the country &ad dis-
cheyed the orders both of your Com-
mender-in-chief and of the Prefect of
the Mistrict, by which, he was requwired
to merch, forthwith, out of the limits
of our Tcxr]toxy, dnd withcut answeriag e
their letters he remains encamped at -

the ferm "Neaetivided" from which he sal-

lies forth committing depredaticns, and

meging scandslous sxirmishes., N

In the neme of our country, T ianvite
ycu to place ycurselves uncer my im-
mediete orders &t headqguarters, where -
we will prepsre to lance the ulcer
which (should it not be done) would
deetroy your liberties and independ-
ence for which ycu cught slways to
sgcrif ice ycurselves, a2s will your
friend end fellow citizen.

Headquerters at "San Juan",

Signed: Jose Cestro.
Mzrch &, 1846 '

1

A Transcript of the Fort Sutter Papers, Bdward M, Kern's
Letters, M. 5. 8, v
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This would seemingly involve Fremont in the affsir, but
his official position in the'United Stetes Army forbade him
to commit a1y outward ects of aggression against the Cal-
ifornian Government, uarless wsr was declared between the
United States z21d Mexico,

The revolution itself was the work of & few men, chief -
ly Americans, who were anxious to wrest California from
Mexico; Dr. Semple and William Tde were involved ia the 
movement. Just what their motives were is uncertain, Their
probebie metives have been discussed and trested very ad-
mirably by historiahs,l so it will not be necessary tc go
into great detail about it here. Tt will be sufficient to-
note those eveants and movements which ere involved ia the
history of Tort Sutter duriag that period.

On the morniag of June 14, 1846, a wmotley crowd, in-
cluding Dr. Sempie and Willism Jde, surprised the sleep-
ing Mexican Garrison at Sonoma and demaaded thathyallejo,
who was ia command of the Mexican forces there, surrender.
That worthy was prone to pérley with the Amequans, but after
some discussicn, ia company,with seVeral_others,hhe wes made
¢ prisoner and taken to Fremont's Camp.z

The first news Sutter had of the revolution was brought
to him by Merritti and Kit Corson who arrived st the-fort on
June 1€ with the story that Soqoma had been occupled by the

l‘Royce, Josiah, Cslifornis, TY, hss treszted the Bear Flag
Vioveme1t exceptionally well,

® Tpid, 60,
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Americans &and that the revoluticn was on in full swiag.l

In
the evening of that déy, the Sonoms prisoners, Vallejo, his
brother Sglvsdor, M. Prudon and Mr. Leese arrived at the
foﬁt in company with Fremont. Tremont turned them over fo
Sutter with instructions to hold them prisoners,

Sutter, however, bore his compulsory guests no'ill-wili.
They were his persoaal friends aid not his eanemies, o he
was disposed to treet his prisoners kindly. They.were allow-
ed the full run,of'the fort and. were Wellvfed. rremont was
not pleased when he noticed Sutlter's treatmeat of the
prisoners. vremont and Sutter had .never been on exceeuingly
_iriendly terms, and whea he saw thet the prisoners were
allowed so much freedom, he evidently viewed Sutter with
suspicion. To make their imprisoameat more eﬁbctivé, he

chiced Sutter about the matter, aand ordered'thé prisoners
to be locked up.2

Having disposed of the prisoners, Fremont could do
nothiag more until war betwéen-the United States a.ad Mexico
was declared; then he could use his forces to a decided ad-
vantage 11 Californié. Iﬁ the mezantime, he retire& to his
camp 01 ﬁhe American River to swait the news of war.

During the evening of July 10, 1846, & courier brought

the desired tidings. War existed between tue United States

ané Mexico and Commodore Sloat had already begun operations

1 . X
Sutter, "Diary", San Frezacisco Argonaut.

< Tpid.
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in_M01terey Bey. The messenger also brought an American Flag
‘which was raised over 3Suttlzr's Fort the following morning.

Sutter i1 his Persoaal Reminiscences, pp. 150-151, de-
scribes the flég raising cerewony thas:

.

' When Lieut. Rivere of the Wavy uacer
Commodore Montgomery raised the
American Flsg at Sonoma, he sent we
one. Tt wes brought by & courier who
srrived 1a the night. At Sunrise next
morning, T hoisted it over my fort,
and hegan Tiring guns, The {iring con-
tiaued uatil neerly &ll the glass in
the {ort was broken.

The Scnoma prisoaers, anol kaowiag what

to meke of it, greatlly wendered. When

T went and told them, "Now," said T,

"We are under the protection of this

grest flag, and will not be heaceforth

afreid to talk to one @nother. Fremont

is a tyrant!'" Glad to esceape ansrchy,

they rejoiced with me.
The raising of the United States Flag zt Sonoms: &nd
Fort Suttar eacded the briefl existance oi the Calilornie Re-
public. Yore thaa thst, whea the Stars aand Stripes [loated
from the fleg staff i1 the ysrd of old Wort Sptter, it
signified the plantiig of en Americen outpost 11 Califcraia.
Califoranis was roused from her state of lethargy aand the new
blood of & progressive natio1 wee injected ianto her veins,

With the Americen occupation of ‘Celifornia,. Lieutensant

Kern was placed i1 commend at Tort Sutter, His appointment
gs First Lieutenznt ia the Cezliforaia Battalicn, with orders

to report to Wrewmont for active duty by Commander-in-chief

R, F. Stocxton, virtuslly amounted to uis official azssignment
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as the Americen Cowuaadeér of Sutter's Fort.l
Sutter, bhowever, maintained th»t ne. was still ia supreme

commmaﬁ of his fort, 2 but the very preseace of Kern, a

[#%

‘United States Army officer, renders.Sutter's conteation

rether doubtiul. Yot oaly thet, but Sutter wes a Mexican cit-

izen and 1c place him in [ull command of the fort would not

have Deen & very strategic move on the part of the United
States Nevy officials in’ﬂaliﬁ>rnia.
The following excerpt from maauscript 27, A Transcript

of the Tort Sutter Papers, may shed some light 01 the sub-

7

ject:
Lieutenant Kern

Vou will be plezsed to appoint one of -
the thirty mwen of your troop, to be-
lieutenznt subject to the approvel of
the Commander of the District--Agpoint
two sergeaats and two corporsals. The
lieutens.t will be entitled to receive
‘the pey of Lt., of TNragoons with the
retions allowed not to exceed in all,
however, fifty dollsrs (££0) per moanth.

To this ofiicer yocu will trensfer the
comrand, when Captain Fremoit desires
your delarture fronm this couatry. %Yhen
yeu will imreediately report the in-
tention of your removel to the Com-
meacder-in-chief or to the Commazander of

the Torces of the District at Yerba Ruena.

T shell submit &11 thet T have done to

my commznder, siice my leaviag here, for
his epprovel anc¢ ia the mesntimne, ycu will
be pleased to-cerry out the orders T now

A Transcript_of the Tort Sutter Papers, F‘Iom Foadrd M. Kern's
Tetters. m, S. 10, (See App@qdlx)

< Sutter, "Disry", San “raancisco Argonzut.
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hand you.

respectfully Sir
Yr. Obt. 3erv't
J. 8. Missrocm
Lt., U.S.n,

kndorsed:
vrders from
uept. Montgomery
Aug. 8, 1846.

thet a2 lieutenaat was appointed by nern according to

" the above orders, is kiown to be true since we note the fol-

“1owing acknowledgement of the act:

U.3.5hip Portsmeuth
yerba Buena
August 16, 1846,

Sir:

the appointmeat of uvapt. Sutter as
Lieutensat, on the terms mentioned in
my letter of the 8th is approved, and
will be coatiaued until further orders.
1t is necesssry however, that he tske
the oath of allegiance to the united
States of America.l

pancroft stetes that it was X. J. sutter, Sutter's son,

2

who was appointed Lieutenznt by nern. sut the acknowledge-

ment from the u.S.s5. rortsmouth, mentions uvaptain Sutter as

peing the newly appointed Lieutenant., wot only that, but

the Lieutenant was to be second in comimand to nern, aad it
geems likely that vohn A. sutter would be givea preference

over his son i1 that matter.

1 A iranscript _of the sort sutter rapers, From Edward M,
Kern's Letters., M.S. 28, ~ : .

2 Bancroft, History of Gelifornia, V, 298, Bencroft quotes
the Monterey Californian for Sept., &, 1846, as a basis for
this assertion, \ S :
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Attentica is also called to the pay-roll of Fort Sutter,

in which John A. Sutter is listed as lieutenant receiving

pay from the United States Government., It is not likely that
Kern would list John A. Sutter as Lieutensnt if his sqn was
Serving i1 that capacity. The writer has found little evidence

for Bancroft's assertions.

With the Amerlcan occuyctlon, the mllltaly eiflclency

of Fort Sutter wess improved. The soldlexs were paid Iegulaf
sglaries 11 additioan to their rations. A glance &t the roll
of enlisted men for that period will illustrate that point,

Roll of the men comprlblqg the garrison et Fort Sacra-

mento, New Helvetia A(lta) C(alifornia) from Yov. 9, 1846
to Merch 9, 18&7. ' ) '

Names of present Bntry  Pay To - Pay due
and absent officers Date per bac - up to
and privetes, Rank of mo._ . _¢o_____this_date
$ o o
1. John A, Sutter.Lieut. Nov. 9 50.00 20 %200;00
2. 0lipioeeceeecePriv, " " 12,50 25 49,70
2, Celestino...... " n noo1z2,50 2D 49,78
4, Clements.s e M : " 12,80 4 £9.,75
.. Hannoah........ " R 12,50 R0 £9.,75
. je ,S. ooooooo .. " n " 1 .;)O 025 . 49"75
g %i;iuma @ e s s 8 0 v e " " " l‘l. O .25 49 0'75
Er Tulfe.eeen. . Lo w0 12,50 .25 49 .7%
9, Hieronimo...... " " 12,80 25 49,75
10, YEULIaerennns s " Wooow IpEC .25 40 .75
11. Tokatchie...... " WM 12,50 W25 %9 .75
15, Vatchumae...... " Wooom 12050 .20 49,75
2, YOiKO . weee oo " u * 12,80 2D 48.75
BE e oo s o006 vt v . " " " l:-iof.:o .2;1 4: .’75
Te guihsia. L, Wooow 12,50 0 .25 49.75
15: éopne...: ..... « " B "12.50 W RE 49,78
1%, Hugishe....... .o W 12,60 2D 49,7%
“1e., Witsshe.eooeoons " vt 12,50 W 25 49,75
o] o s s 8 0 o 0 " " b 1810-:)0 .25 119 .75
%3‘ %232321 ........ ! W 12.80. .25 49,75
51, WishEaesee.vn.. .o I PN \28 49 .7E
52, Homo Bone...... ! Wooow 12,50 ,25 49,75
2%, Augustine...... " " v 12.50 2D £9,75
e oerY = u W o : 24 .00
D0, PrenciscOe.. ... 6,00

on, Teander....... Ll N " n 6.00 24,00
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26, Eleuterio... ..., Priv. Yov. 9 & g.c0 % 24,00
27, Juen..... L. " " " 6.0C ’ 2&:00
23, Pascacio. cea M oo 6.00 24,00
29. Carlos.......... "o " 6.00 24,00
30. Basilio......... " " " 6.00 24.00
51. Pompeys.... .... " " l 6.00 24,00
g2, Andr:ss.......... " n " 6.00 24 .00
&, Rertclo......... " " "o 6.00 24,00
¢, Putecni.......... n " " 6.00 C 24,00
85. Legals......... .. " " " 6.00 24,00 -
36, Valentin.....,. - " " 6.00 - 24,00
37, Tunt ............ " ! § 6.00 . 24.00
58, Tabian.......... " " " 6.00 : 24,00
39, Auqustln ....... " —t i S 6.00  24.00
0, Wokano........... " " " 6.00 zq 0C
41, DolokoCck......,. " " " - 6.00 24 U0
#&. Dolobachse....., " " 6.00 e, 00
4. Sixto.........., o " " €.00 - 24,00
44, Desidero........ " " " - 6.00 24,00
4. Twone..o..... .., " " ", 6.00 24,00
46, Filog...... oo " " 6,00 24,00
7. Gasto........,... oo " n 6,00 24,0
4&. Jose Merie...... " " L 6.00 2,00
49, Hipolipito..... . " " " 6.00 24 .00
£0. Tolohuck........ u " " 6.00 24,00
Ql;.ﬁﬂﬁlé;:_;;;;J;;J__f_“-m“i_-_:_,__“,@-99_“_~_-_:~53_29_

Tdw. M. Kern
; Commg. Fort Sairamento
g Mrh, 31, 1847. B

Trem the skove list we csa see that the garrison wes
composed of Tadizas, with & spriaikling of Mexicens. The drill
sergeant certai ly would have need cf & very dexterous
tengue tc address any of these men by name,

Inclucded ia this are Sutter's original soldiers as in-
diceted by his list given below:

List _of 12 men
Celestino

Achess ‘
Lesha ~ Cawalry
Hugishe

To&atlhl
Oss

) , :
émuzgjqcr the Fort Sutier Pepers, Rdwzard M, Kern's

i) I
Letfelﬁ ¥.S. 97



Czrlces

Pompeyo

Pzeescio Tnfentry
A} N .

Resilio:

Juan

Gesto ' 1

' Sutter, Merch 8.

The second, aand by f&er the greatest purpose served by

the fort, wes its use gs & restiag place for imwnigrsnts and

as headquarters for various expediticns and visitors of note,

who were iiterested in Califoraia.~

Tn orver to note some of thke importsat visitors of the
time at the fort, & few excerpts from Sutter's "Diary" as
printed in the San Trancisco Argonautl ere quoted:

Twenty-third, August 1841, Captein
Riagold of Commodore Wilkes ex-

ploriag squedron arrived at the em-
bercedero, A salute wss fired¢ by

Sutter aad the visitors were fur--

nished wilh seddle horses end provisions.

On Oct. 18, 1841, a party from tue above
mentioned expedition arrived from Oregon
ana were well received.

¥arch €, 1842, rremont and Kit Csrson
grrived. They were outfitted and im-
medietely deperted.

N

(V:emont made Yort Sutter & point of supply. ﬁé“established
é éamp 021 the Americen River and from there he made his
explofatioas ia Californis and Oregon. Upon one occasion
his need was very desperatg, judging from a letter written

by Sutter to Larkiai describing Fremont's situation.a)

1 A Trenscript of the Tort Sutter Pspers, Edwerd M. Kera's

m, NY.S . 98. - e e

2 gSee Appendix.
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Dec. 25, 1845, Capt. W.L. Hastings

: fro. the United States with eleven
other mea (including Dr. Semple )
arrived., They stayed over the winter
aind some of them were employed by me,

(Since Hastings remained at the fort for the entire winter,
it probably explains why he was able to give such an exsct-

ing description of the fort.)

Jan.vl4, 1846, Capt.'LeiQesdoyfg,

1r [}

U3+ Vice Consul and Capt, Hinckley, .
Capt., of the port of Ssn Francisco
carrived for a visit,

There are notes made of other visi*tors who arrived at
the fort, but, siace they were of no perticular importance,
they should ke omitted.

John Bidwell arrived ia Wovember of the year of 1241,
Ta his Cselifcrais 1841-1€48, pp. 84-8%, he tells of his
reception at the fort ia the following words:

On erriving et Sutter's Fort in
Jovember, T remsined there until my
depesrture for TFTort Ross. Yany, in
fact, most of our party found their
way there,

Sutter received us i1 the most friendly

ménner &nd duriang all our stey treated

us with the greatest hospitality. He

even geve us sowme obread made from his

seed wheat, a grest favor aad sacrifice.,

With thet exception we lived Just &8 he

lived and all others, on meat alone,

On October 2, 1841, that noted guide &nd adveaturer,
Joel P. Walxer srrived st Sutter's Fort frow Oregon with his
wile and five childrea. Yis wife wae the first white American
woman in Secrsmento. His daughter Louises wss the first white

chilad born ia Oregon of Amerioanfpereﬂts. (Jenuery 14, 1841)



Further mentioa of Walker in Califorais is made with his
ccnnection with the Chiid's party which reached Sutter's
Tort by a anew routs. |

Perhaps the most widely menticied of all the émigrant
parties to Cslifornis is the ill-feted Pouiier Party. Tt will
not be necesseary herevto reiterate the events which led up
to the tragicel consequences suff&redvby members of th&t

8 already been told

4

5

Al reteld b
Al"}( B S W VL WA N 2

jo B

v
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bznd. Their story he
survivixg mewibers of the perty end by those whe mzde 2
thorcugh iwvestigetlion of their jcourney i1 later years, We
are conceraed here with thne part Sulter pleyed ia the reliefl
of the Tonnor Party. The first news that Sutter had of
emigraats beiag snow-bcund in the Sierrzs was brcﬁght to bim
by Stzaton, a membbr of tnet party. After enduring severe
hardaships, he had mede his way through the Sierras to the

fort and tcld c¢f the plight ¢f the Donior Perty. Sutter

outfitted him with seven mules zad two Tndizn boys for guides,
. S .

five of the animsls were losded with flcour and beef, the
other two were used as mouants by the guides.z After many
herdships, Stanton and tne Tndians reached the reéion of
Truckee and the Lage i1 October. Saow was alresdy falliag,
Sutter, ia his Pérsonal Temianiscences, i1 speakiag of
tnis relief stetes that he seat out the best grack mules

heevily leden in charge of two Indizns whea the party wes

1 1
2 Bancrolt, History of Cesliforaia,, V, 532,

oth *by”"’”



52
first reported to him by Stanton. Two secticns of the
Doaaer Party having given up nopge of Stanton returning'mith

provisions, cecided to push on. Both sections met Sganton
returning with provisicns but there wss only enough to
satisfy the needs of one section. The second group in des-
peretion killed and ate the mules. When thsl proved in-

sufficieat, they killed znd zte the two Tndian boys.

Tn addition to the few volunteer parties, like the one
led by Stanton, there were four organized relief expeditions
sent out as rapidly as iaterest a1¢ money could be accumu-
lated. 'he four organized reliéf parties wnich frollowed
Suttzrt's emergency relief’ messures, were not sent out of-
ficially from Tort Sutter. Fort Sutter merely providec éome
of the supplies for the reiief parties{ Through the effdrts
bf Kern and Sutter at Wew Helvetia, several volunteer
perties were sent out.! Tn addition to this, the sﬁrvivors
rescued by the verious parties, were brought to.nNew Heivetia
to recuperate.

As a.tfadinglpost ine Fort wes very.proiiﬁable. Tts
very locetion was édmirébly suited for such pu;poses.
gitusted as it was only a mile or two from the navigable
Sacratento River, it had excellent means of cowrunication
with Yerbs Buena. Captéin Sutter masintained regular river
traffic with Yerbs Ruena by mesns of his sloop Qalled

namelis" which had several seveges for its crew, in scédition

1 Bancroft, History of Gelifornia, v, 538,
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to this, durias the bqsy gsesson, two other vesseis of
Czptein Sutter, made trips far up lhe Sacraweato zad even
ttie San Joaguin Rivers.l
Siice moaey oi any descriplica wes sczrce, Sutter hed
been forced to outfit himself on oredit. As time passed he
W5 S obligeé to extend his crec-it more and more uatil he héd
piled up & ccasiderable amount of debts.? Sutt=zr had to re-
1y upon artizles of trede to pay his debts. <e plenned to
use furs from:his trapping ventures but for the Lirut two
yvesrs, owiaz to inexperieace and the lsck cf good trep.ers,
furs were hard tc obtain. Ry 18a4%, results bessme betler
aad = goodly surily of beever Skjﬁs were okbtzined fluriang
the season, ei1cuzgh at 1e&st, to meke & substenial payment
ca his debts.3 His large hefds of csttle end sheep furnished
him with pleaty of hides and wool which were comuodities
vostessing gcod trediag value. in additioa, zfter 1842 his
agricultursl efforts began tc yield nim enough wheat so that
ne could use that srticle also as & medium of excuenge. As
é metter of fect, when Sutter msde the Russisn purchnese, the
jistellments were to be psid anaually in large amounts of
wheat.4

the wild grezpes furnished the msterisl for making

1 rarcroft, aistory of Califernia, VI, 15.
© Sutter-Sunol vorrespondence.
5 _

sancroit, History ot valilornia, tv, 228.

4 Pidwell, Califoraiz 1841-48, 83,
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brandy aad his blanket factory was well sugplied with weol
from his f{locks.

Ian sumuing up, the commodities of trade at Tort Sutter
were, we find: braady, blaaxets, wheat, furs, hides, and
wcol which were exchanged on debts &nd for supplies neeced

by the treppers and the post.
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CHARPTER V

CTHE DECLTIE 07 PORT SUTTER

Califorais in December 1847, preve ited s pesceful

picture. Tt was the promised légé. Tt wee a lead that had
leng slept under the iiert rule of apn udpregress ive nation,
In 1846”there wes @ sudden change of owners as we have ob-
gserved. The new territory of the United Stotesg was on its
way to a slow but sfeady settlement. Some cday it would be
another state in the Union.

Sutter hecd a new feeling of security. His holdings
were no longer viewed with lomging eyes by & Jealcus govern-
ment, nor were there threats from petty tyr=ats or ﬁhose
who had once dresmed: of making Calilfornis o lcne §Epublic.
Yet if Sutter oled heve foretold the nayreniangs of the
aext month, he might not have telt so secure. Sinze
Nerch &1, 1847, James Verstuall hed been superinteandiag the
erection of Sutier's saw-mill up on the American River.l
The lest bit of work on the mill race was completed in
Januery and thé water wes turned into it. Snertly after-
werds it was shut off snd Marshall stepyed‘into the ditéh

to exazmine the work. Some tiiy particles we.e glittering

1

Sutter, "Diery", San Frencisco Argonzut.
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on & rock i1 the bottom of the 'I“ac:ek. Marshall stooped. lower .
to examine thew. They were gola!l
The event nad happeaed! The event that vas to send
thicusands scrambling to Califorais by every mode of treans-
portetion kaown ia tho se times. From all over the world they

came. Warmers, mechanics, militery men desgerting their

mini

branch. of serwice, doctors, lewyers, teachers, ig

- gemblers, thieves, murderers, on thiey csme in a huge
evelanche th=t swept away 211 of Suttler's worldly goois and
left him a. poor man. The gold was there, Couldlone_man stop
that mixture of humsn emoticas tﬂct wag Ieady to sacrifice
anything’to‘w:est the precious mefél ffom ihe hills¥
"Jo", Sutter answered thet question when he werned

rshall and his other employees to remain silent’about the
disobVery. But as we havé seen the news lezked out, By May
1848, the towns of Californis had greetly‘decreaseg in pop-
ulaticd./Every person who wes free tc travel beat ﬂﬁs foot-
steps In the directicar of Port Sutter and thence to the mines.
Alteraticas w=re msce thick and fest upoa Fort Sutter ln
order to accomodate the crowds. Samuel Kyburz established &
hofel in the lerge central building of .the ont.z Bvery
gvailable space within the fort was utilized to house pro-
visicns, mizers tools, etc. Sheds and other buildings were

erected as temporary lodgiags to eccomode Le the rush.

1 chembers, California Pioneers: Sutter and Mershall, 9.

© Sutter, "Niary", San Pralglsoomgggggggil

ters, . ..
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Th 1849, when the mobps from‘thé States begsn to ypour
into California, Sutter's Fort became & veritaible bezszer,
and Sutter, unzble to coatrol the crowds snd protect hié
prpperty, gave Uy/iﬂ despsir «nd retired to his only refuge,
Hock Tarm, a lazrge ranch which was locsted on the American
River several miles from the fort. This ranch hed been

developed by Sutter from a pzrt of his originel Mexicen grant,

Sutter, i his Personel Remwiiiscences, pp. 195-196, de~
scribes the situaticn 11 the followiag menienr:

Some of the cenion at the fort were
stolen aad some T gave -to the neighbors,
that they misht fire them oa the Fourth
of July. My property wes gll leit exposed,
end &t thie mercy of the rabile. When gold
was discovered, my men all deserteu me.

T could not shut the getes of my fort

snd xeep out the rebbkle. They would have
brokea them down.

“he cocuatry swermecd with lawless men.
Emigraeants drove their stock into my yeards
and used nmy greain with impunity. Ex-
postulaticn did no good. T was sloae, '~
There' was no law. Tf one felt one's self
iasulted, he might shoot the offiencer.
One men shot zaother, for a slight pro-
vocstica ia the fort uider my very nose.
"Pniloscpgher" Pickett shot a very good™
man, who c¢iffered wiln him on sone
yuestion. :

The fort served aa an outfittilg point for the miners,
until towns sprang.up i1 the Sierras. After the first great
wave speht itself, the fort gredually fell into disuse, Tt
w3 used &s a hospital after business had fallen off., A
Baltimore doctoflwas the resident physician and also the
L wletter of Jeems Pipes of Pipesville", Daily Alta_
Californian, Web. 6, 1871, :
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Me E. Clergymen, Duriag this perjad & severe typhoid
epidemic wes in progress and the destn cste was very rapid,
conseyuently buriszl riles were of the simplest,
The author oi the article "Jeems Pipes of Pipesville,n
Nzily Alts Cealifornien, describes one of these funersls at

[l

wiiich he officiated &s miiister owing to the illness of the

doctor-clergyman:

The morning was brisht ead balmy. The body
wed been pleced 11 & rude, wooden, sqguare
hox @nd lifted into an 0ld wagon without
spriigs. Tnto this coaveysace jumped four
persons, the driver, a colored man, Cherley
Tommm 8 and myself, prayer boox in hand.

We arrived at the speot cowmpletely covered
with dust, and the heat intease, we pro-
cevuee Lo dig thne greve. The ground was

of that slis.ery sandy guality thet it

wae with the greztest difficulty that & hole
ccald be made. Still we persistesd and
ultimately succeeded in digging one of

the proper cepth. We then, with ropes
crosased, managed to lower the coffin in-
to the cavity. We stood around sclemaly
leckiag et the box coatsining all thst
wess mortel of the poor stranger, sad T
commenced to read that splendid service
the "Purial of the Mesd", Tt had proceeded
well eacugh; all attentively listeniag,.
unlil T ceme to the words, "Ashes to Ashes
and Dust to Dust! when, ia stocpiags down
to spriakle on the cofiin scme ezrth, my
foot sliuped end T fell into the grave;
breaking in the 1id, and for the momeat,

T thousght that the dead man hsd got hold
of my foot, for T could not get it out.

My compeanicas ran off frizhtened, and 7T
sheuld proosbly have been sulf focsted had
they not in & short time returned and
drzgred me out----probably the sickest
looking "“clergymen" they hsd ever witnessed,

Tn the lztter pzrt of 1849, & privete family occupied



£G

L™

the ceatral buildiag of the fort. They had it {ixed uy guite

comfortznly. The walls wer: still up and the gste oa the
o] @9 7,0 3 2 [2Wd] Y > P 3 o s 1
south sice w&s used as the maia eatreace,

Py 18C1l, the fort was begiiiriag to decey. The trade wsas
511 gone and there was oaly one member of the private family-
left. No attempts were mace to repeir the place or protect

it from the ravagesvof the floods.<

During theAgioodgbfgiégi;gé:rézrW. ééig& seouréd a
frencnisze to build & toll bridge across Burn's slough on K
Street in Secraneato, aorth of Sutter's Tort. The wells of
‘the‘old fort were used for the purpose of filling“iq the
slcugh and builliig appfoaohes to the bridgé.5

By 1871, the 631y indicetica thet there ever hed been
a fort o1 the site of Sszecramento, was the old central build-
i1z, the ¢ldest part of the fort. Tt had fzllen ianto decay,
all the wiadows had been broken, the rocf wass minus the
majoritty of its shiagles szad it sazged badly. Theibellérs
nwere deamp ss the result of the winter floods, &and the stairs
were rickety and unsafe.” . ' -

tThus pessed into elmost complete oblivion the oaly

1 , . . . .
"Letter of Jeems Pipes of Pipesville," Daily Alta
ugliforaizn.

3

Toid.

S Pettit, "Secranento's Rerly Dzys", Sgerasmsato Deily
Record-Union, Maych 24, 1893. ‘ .

4 "Tetter of Jeems Pipes of Pipesville®, Daily Alta
geliforaizn, |
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msteriel manifestation of Sutter's-attempt to found an
empire, if fhat.really wes his plan. The fort hed served its
purpose; nc loiger wgs it needed'by'emigralts a8 a plaoe to
rest; meny little towns in the Sierras were meeting that de-
meacd; neither wes it needad s a military post. the region
wes comparatively guiet, for with the incresse of white men,

the red man was forced to recede into the bzckground and he-

nsve nlmseif.
| the old ceatral buildiig was all that remaihed twenty
yeers after the djsoovéry of gold, By the newer reanks of the
aspiring young citizens of Sacrsmento, it waS'regaided as

an eyesore, & "white elephant" thet should be removed. Yet
for the founders of thet city, it meant more thnan cen evef“
be imagiled. Sutter's Fort to them had been the “gusrdian .

spirit" of New Helvetia, the mother of Sacrameato.

“~
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CHAPTER VI
THE RESTORATTOY OF THE FORT

Just -whexre the idea foruthe~restoration first

originated is hard tc determine. In 16&6-57, G.E. Gruasky

(a civil enéger) became iaterested in the problem of re-
cdnstructing the fort. He made several water-color sketches
.of‘the remaiaq of the fort and the adjacent slough;l The
~ California Society of Pioneers aad the Wative Sons of the
Golden West became vitally iaterested ia the proposition.
The Wative Sons appointed a comuittee to negotiate the
purphase'of the Sutter Fort Property. This coﬁmittee wés
composed of C.RE. Grunsky, E.J. Gregory, F.D. Ryan,
E.R. Gladdis, aad Chas. Mc Allister.< "
To secure possession of ‘the property was not an easy
‘task. As time weat on, the property had changed.@ands a
number of times. Benjamin Morrill, of Chicago, wés thé
legal owner of the property at the time of its purchase by‘
the Nati#e Sons of the Golden West.3 But e en before actual
These wcntﬁqe» by Gruasxy ace oa 2xhibitica in the Sutter
Wort Mussum. Thsy depict the old ceatral buildiag from

various aq*l@* aad scceat its decay.

Sacramento Unioa, Wov. 13, 1890,

Schodnover, Life and Times of General SutterL 52,
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éossession-bf Fort Sutter could be secured, ‘there were
several le zgal proce¢dures which temporarily delayed the
‘actual purchase.

A man by the name of John Rider came Iorth with a
claim upon the remains of the fort. Then there were several
heirs to an estate which had another claim upon the fort.

Whlle none of the claims were pushed by those who held them

it made -the purchas¢1ng of the property more dlfflcult 1 On

* November 12, 1890, John Rider gave the deed to the property

“to Benjamin Worrill. Morrill in turn gave the deed to the
purchasing comnittee of the Native Sons. Both ofcfhese were
imuwediately filed in the recorder's officé”at Sacramento,
nd the property passed into possession of the Native Sons
of the Golden West,?
The purchese price of the Fort Sutter property was

#$20,000. The amount of 35000 was raised by subscriptions.
Gol. F.0. Crocker of Sacrameato, contributed $15,9000 and

Senator Stanford, upon heariang that all of the subscriptions

had not beeh paid in full, gave $250 to complete the balance .

of the purchase price so that there would be no further de-
‘ 1ay in the mawtter.‘5
Tt would be interesting to note one partlcular s/burce

of some of the coatributioas toward the purchase of Sutter's

1 sscramento Union, Thursday, Nov. 13, 1890.
& Tbid.
S Tbid.
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Fort, The Sacramento Union of Thursday, Nov. 13, 1890,

printed the following items in its columns:
ABSEYT PTOVEZRS TO THE FRONT

Among the receipts to the purchease fund :
mey be mentioned one of %166 cash re-

cently forwarded by the Associated Forty=-

Niners of Boston through their Secretary,

George G. Spurr, to Presideat Lawson, of

the Sacramento Society of Pioseers. Sec-

retery Spurr who was here in '49, and. .. .. ..

whose fether was buried at the old Fort,
writes to President Lawson as follows:

Boston, Yov. 3, 1890.
Powell S~JLawson, Esq,

My Desr Sir: , '

_ : On the principle that it were
better to do good late than never do it
at all, T have enclosed you at this late
day a check payable to your order for
8100 as our mite toward preserving that
venerable stfucture, Sutter's Tort, once
the outpost of civilization, but now -
swallowed up by the march of improvements.

This sum is the result of a call upon

our young society of genuine '49ers,
possessing a membership of only 70. Tt

is possible, T may be able to forward ™.

you somethiig more by and by; but T

dare not promise, as T find many of the

men of old, who dug for gold too poor
nowadays to carry out the best wishes /
of their own hearts. )

In memory of old, when we dug for gold,
way back in '49, 71 am, my dear Lawson,

Fraternally yours,
Geo. G. Spurr, Sec.,
69 Commercial Str.,
Boston, Mass,
The names of the donors, how they came and when they
arrived in the country have a peculiar interest to us here,
and caniot fail to awaken memories of the stirring events

that were taking place while they were enroute to'thiév
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favorable spot.

Appearing in the Sacramento Union for Thursday, Nov. 13,
1890, were some of the Eastern contributers to the purchase
fund of Fort Sutter. They ceme to Califoraia during the gold
rush and later returned to their Eastern homes.
Henry L. Lawrence; Barque Lanark; Cape Horn, Sept. 1849..%25
Solomon S. Rowe; Barque Lanark; Cape Horn, Sept. 1849,... 10

Edwin P. Worster; Barque Lanark Cape Horn, Sept. 1849...
Samuel Cnow; Shlp Mantic; Tsthmus July 1849,

5
[3
Greaville H, Child; Barque Carib; Cdpe Horn, Aug. 1849 5
James H. Benuett Barque Oxford; Cape Horn, Aug. 1849. 5
George G. Spurr; Ship Orpheus; Cape Horn, July 1849..... . 5
- Joseph Holmes; Ship Sweden; Cape Horn, Aug. 1849......... 5
Marshall Russell; Steamer Oregon, Isthmus, June 1849..... 5
William Whytal, St Louis Trading Co., Overland, Sept.l849 5
Henry M. Chsse; Brig Forest; Cape Horn; July 1839, .. .. ... 5
Mary Sinclair Davis(Mrs. Joseph Walner50verland Dec.1843 2
Jotham Salisbury; Brig Sea Hagle; Cape Horn, June 1849... 2
Edwin Litchfield, Ship Sweden; Cape Horn, Sept. 1849..... 2
Benjamin T. Griggs; Brig Parranta; Cape Horn, Sept 1849, 2
Newton S. Ingalls; Sandwich Islands; Dec. 1849........... 2
‘Bugene B. Athwill; Ship Sterling; Cape Horn, July 1849... 1
Isiah Graves,; Ship Sterling,; Cape Horn; July 1849. cee 1
- Isaac B. Kirby; emigrant; Overland, Sept. 1847........... 1l
Peter Cook; Barque lLanark; Cape Horn, Sept. 1849......... 1
Moses Brown; Barque Cy Cassian; JTsthmus, Aug. 1849,...... 1
Solomon Rhoads; through Mexico; July 1849....... e e 1

- Having at last secured possession of the Fort Sutter
property, the Native Sons deeded the property to the State

of California, with the understandiang thst the législature

thereof would aid financially ia the proposed reconstruction.l

Tn the winter session of 1890-91, the California Legislature
éppropriated %20,000 for the restoration of the fort. In
1892-93, the legislature made an additional appropriation of
$15,000 to complete the work.2

Schoonover, Life and Times of General Sutter, 52,

7 Tbid, 52,
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The total cost of the reconstruction work ambuhted to
$55,879.90, Thirty-five thousand of this, as we have nofed,
was appropriated by the State Legislature, The balaﬁce was
raised'by subscriptions. The following is a complete list of - -
the subscriptions received for the restoration and pre-

servation of Sutter's Fort.

Parlors of the Native Sons and Native Daughters of the Gold-
en West , R

—— —  Sacramento Parlor.......... Ceeiierin...$500.00
Najoqui L eerinrnee..s 10,00
Golden Fleece" e et e e e ey 50.00°
Redwood " e et e e e e ee 25,00
~Stockton B e ettt .. B0.00
Benicia- R i ey 31,00
Pyymouth "o e reeereeenessaiain 20.00
San Diego " et et e e W 25,00
Arrowhead " D T 24,00
Yapa ° o O S 50,00
Lassen n C ettt st reessas 25,00
Highland " et e veees 17.00
Palo Alto " e e B . . 20,00 -
Willows A S U .. 50,00
Santa Lucia % Ce b et e e cievwcsane 1D.75
Laurel " Ce e et et nes e s ... 11.60
Manzanita " e i ceeese.. 16,50
Ursual " et e e e veees 10,00 T
Dixon " et anes PN eree e 20,00 e T
mizpah " cessesesees 10,00 ' ,
N.S. and N.D.of the Golden West Sutter Vort Ball,.195.55
Mrs. Lelamd Stanford.............e... .,.......aOO 00
GOL. DM, BUrNB esoorensseosnssostosassnnas 250,00 .
GOl FulMuBTOCKET o vveeve e cnenesnonsosens .. $5000. 00
National Bank of D.U. mills and Coevveennenns ..200.00
W.P, COlemanas e, cesosessasosnaressnsasesns ee-e00100.00
Benjamin Morrill..e..ieeeiiiiinercennre-re0e..:2000,00
Sacremento Society........... Ceeres e eneeesi80,00
W.W. Coons.eeneve tivnnennennns ceesennaseasses 10,00
. 'Hon, Leland Stanford..........;.... ..... eeeeesd00,00

New England Society of Pioneers, boston.......loo 00
NEeW YOrk PiOneerSecseeicsscans ceesesseseesss D0,00

E.E.Gaddis and others of wOodland..... ...... .. 20.00
Whlttler, ruller and UO..ov v i e oo 50.00
J.o, martine....ev....0o.8acramento.. ... 50,00
col. E.R., Hamilton..,.... " ciieecaasesy 50,00
A. Leanard and Son...... " cieeasareess 10,00
A.85. Hopkins and sro.... " eresiesesess 10,00

crereesarass 10,00

B.F. Howard............t v
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h. Fisher..’........'.'...Sa.crajrre to.‘.......... ‘
G.0, Emler....... wo o 1g'88

oooooooo L I I A N )

" [ ]
Gus LavensoN.eeecees... " ‘ 5,00

‘. . L I I B I I R B Y ST R R

Je. Hauboo t i vinnvn e v " 5.00

W 0 000 0 000 000 e

AC. Tufts.. . oo " 5.00

L] LR B R L I B A Y Y

Mrs, H. Merwin.....o..... " 2.50

4 7 0 43 0 00000 00

Ho LaUthon-s-.o'-.oo-c-.. " ‘ 1.00

[ B A I AN B N A S A )

M.Fo Shaw.‘o;-o ----- ¢ e s 00 g " .. . e v o 0 . 1.00

C.P. Nathen..voeoevveonn. " et e . 1.00
SeJe JECKBON e eenesranns “ SO .50
Felix Tracy..oovvveeunn.. " sttt e e N 5,00
P. Bohl, e rre e . " st R 2.00
C.B StrOng. ............. " e te e ee e e 1,00
Anna Me Conaéll,eveevoeee— "= Lo UTT S LT B000
W.W, Bassette.eeeieeneans L Cheee e e 5,00
J.W. Nedleyeevoowonnn, Cee " e e e s aaaoen e 2.50
W.H. Beatty....... ce v " e e . R5.00

H.C. Megerle..vveeveeens " e e .o 5.00
Ao SChEld;...-.........a " - TR RN 5000

: Po Newma‘ntnovono_o-.uoocno: ’" R Yo v o s 5.00
George HOlbI‘OOk. " 8 0 6 s o o 0 g " ¢ 0 2 9 9 8 ¢ s 0 0 s e @ " 2Q5O
. W D Slmmonsc;OlciQO‘ocooo

" et e . 50,00
G L, ComstocKe oo, " trcessserssssee 10,00
A.A. Van Vorhies and Co.. " crteieeresesaes 10,00
Locke and Lavenson......., " ceiersiesesesaes 25,00
FRe Drayeeeeecieeecenses " P X ¢ I ¢ [0
George Mc Connell........ " C et reae e /8.00
Charles Kinge....... ve o " ce e Ceeerea 2.50
C.W, Reedeeveevinvieinnny u Cheecetearas e 1.60
Weinstock, Lubin and Co.. " s rarasessess 100,00
B Philip Scheldeeeseeeevens " eevisecnssssses 100,00
- A.A. Heilbron..oesvevoeses " crsisieeemeeese 50,00
: - L.,L. Lewis........ N " Cte e ~ ... 100,00
Hale BI‘OB and COB'-o..o-o " T e e e 0 e 00 8 e Pe e v 100 OO
Jeff WilcoXSO0Nessens onrese " teeiessseneseas 100,00,
Dr. H.H. McLaughlin,....San Franc&sco.,..... aevesse Dy OOl

Since the State was ia possession of Fort Sutter pro-
perty it was necessary to appoint trustees to look after it.

The members of the original Board of Fort Sutter Trustees

were:
F. D. Ryan-=-~=w-ceuu-- President
C. BE. Grungky==rmeceee== Secretsry
B, B, Gregory=c=-=ecee-- Treazsurer
®. E. Gaddis

Sacramento Daily Record-Union, Thursday July 9, 1891
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C. E. Hollister®
It was o1 the shoulders bf this first board of trustees
that the burden of reconstruction fell. Numerous blens were
suggested as to just how Sutter's Fort was to be restored;
Some wanted it built to look as it had originally.vOthers
suggested that the old central building only should be re- | s

paired and used as a museum, Another plan was to build the

fort as near as possible to the original and surround it

with attractive gardens and lawns so as to provide a beauty.
spot for the city.

Grunsky drew the preliminary plsns for the rébonstruc-
"tion &ad presented them at the meeting of the trustees on
July 8, 1891, Whereupoh that body passed the following
rescluticn ia regerds to rebuildiag the fort:

Resolved: That the general idea of im-

provement of the Sutter Fort property

shall be the restoretion of the central. .

building now standiag, and of such ., S
portions of the bastioas, wells, and ' -

other structures-as may be found to

be feasible within the means at com-

maad.

The restorsetion to be carried out
with durable material, cement-pro-
tected wells and tiled rocfs on the
structures.?

The reconstruction of Sutter's Port was not aa easy
task. In the absence of concrete evidence concerning the

dimensions of ‘the fort, "old tirers" and early na;ratives

had to be coasulted in order to obtaia suitable descrip@ions

1 Grunsky, Rgstoratiogwof Sutter's Fort.
2

Sacramento Naily Record-Unng* Thursday, July 9, 1891,
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GROUND PLANOF SUTIER®S FORT IN 1349 (ACCORDING T0 GE GRUNSKYSDRAWING

Thus dr_a.wiug. was reproduced from “THEMISY, November 30,1883 p-Z. This plan Served as abasis. fyrthe restoration work -
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of it.
| The appearahce of the iaterior of Sutter's Fort was
oonstanfly changiang over the ten years of its active ex-
istanée, as has been noted in a preceding chapter.
Since the fort was last used to any extent in 1848-49
the remeiiiag evidence would iadicete in a small way its

general proportion and outline in that year. Gruusky set

about his tesk of reconéz}dgfiﬁémiﬁéﬁfsfémiﬁ éd6h'gaﬁﬂéfmim
that it_would resemble the origiaial as it appeared in 1848~
‘49, Before the Native Sons had pu;chased the Fort Sutter
property, Grunsky had ﬁade a2 drawing qf the fort as’ it
loocked ia the yesr 1849, The sketch was bzsed upcn his own
research work.l The lines of the old wallé were very in-

geniously traced by Grursky before he began actual re- -

- construction work. Even thcugh the wslls had been torn

down ia places eand the remainder had succumbed to the
elements, the foundatica of the walls made a slight ridge
in the ground. This Was particulearly noticeable along the
line of the south wafl, nesr the southezst corner of the
fort and at the locatican of the northwest bestion.z

The southwest corner of the wall was deteruwined hy
the fact that Sutter had a coal bin ia that corner of the

fort in 1849, Rvidences of coal were found ia the earth,

1 _ .
Description of Sutter's Fort, Themis, Wov. 23, 1889,

2 Grunsky, Restoration of Sutter's Fort.
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thuS‘the séuthwest corner was esteplished.l

The ridges left by the crumbling wells of the bastions
were noticegble. Thus three corners of the fort were feirly
easily.determined. The fourth dorner wss determiaed by
measuring the distances of the three sides, comparing the
méasurements with descriptions and testimonials of "old

tirvers" and then by the process of eliminsticn of the dis- ' T

f§ﬁ5§§"EiV@n;"ﬁédided"fhE”locatiﬁr*of“tuewfourtu—corner1a~Ww7?ufﬁw
The first thing that wes done in the way of restoration

was to repair ahd restore the old central building. The

building way raised and a brick gnd'cement foundaticn was

put under it. The roof wes repeired and braced from within

to prevent auéave-in. Wherever it was neééssary to repair

the walis 6f the building sdobe bricks were used. A large

quantity of these bricks were manufactured fiom adobe and

S

straw for that burpose. When the repairing was complete,

the walls were given a coat of cement to preserve them. The

remaiﬁder of the fort, one or §wc buildings and £he walls, -
.were 00J$truqted (with only oae or two exceptipns) out of

ordinary bricks. For somwe resson or other,,Gruﬁéky end his

erchitect, Scadler, in spite of testimoaials of original

_sources, decided that the wall was not 18 feet in height,

80 they restored it to the height of only 14 feet.

1 Tescription of Sutter's Fort, Themis, Now. 23, 1889.

< Restoration Work oh Sutter's Tort Begun, Sacramentc Daily
Recard-Union, Wednesday, Sept. 2, 1891, '

5 Grunsky, Restoration of Sutter's Fort.
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Since shingle roofs did not last very long, unless
constaat repairing was done, it was decided to cover all the
buildings with tiles. The next question was, where would
they sécure tiles? A committee was appointed, and in a very
short time they produced the necessary number of tiles. They
gecured these articles by removiag them from buildiags arouné

Monterey and elsewhere that had lcng outlived their usefulnes-s;.1

There is no doubt that some of the tiles thus secured were
older than the original fort itself.

After the reconstruction wes finished, the fort re-
gsembled in general proportions &nd exteat,.the.ofiginal
strucfure.zAThe interior diménsiods, looatiOJs of buildings,
and general'arrangement resembled the fort as it wes in 1849.5
| The improvement of the grounds upon which the restoxed
structure stood, was undertazken by the Native Daughtefs of
California. A few yesrs after the restoratica, they planted
thiees‘and flowers. At a lster date, John MCLarén,'Sup- - B
’ erintendeﬁt of Golden Gate Psrk, San Francisco, furnished a
landscape park plan for the grounds of Fort Sut}er. This .

. o , 4
plan, ia the main, has been carried out.

1 Grunsky, Restoration of Sutter's Fort.

o ——

3 Grunsky, Restoration_of Sutter's_Fort.

4 Chambers, California Pioreers: Sutter_and Msrshall, T
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CHAPTER VIT

FORT SUTTER TODAY

In reviewing Fort Sutter at bresent, it would be well -~

"~ to examine some minor details of the restored fort which
are not accordiag to coatemporary descriptioas. Siace the

fort was reconstructed to resemble the origiaal as it looked

in 1849, we must put all earlier descriptioas and sketches
of the fort out of our minds. - |

Por the most part, those who did not arrive in Cal-
ifornia prior to the gold rush, were not interested enough ,

after they did arrrive to notice the fort ia detail. Gold

was the cry of the day aad ian their mad rush they were un-

o . -
consciously, yet constantly changiag the.appearéhce of the

old fort.

Consequently as one wanders about the inferior of the
fort today, the whole atmosphere is that of the days of '49,
The names upon the shops, fhe.relics in the museum, thé ad-
difional buiidilgs éndounce to every visitor‘just as surely
_as if they-spoké, "We are here as monuments to comemorate
the great gold"rush of 491"

Howevef, there ere points made by earlier cbqtemporaries

that were not changed even by the '49ers.
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For iastance, in Ghapter‘II:'we noticed that con-
temporaries described the height of the wells as 18 feet,
Yet,for no reason at all, Grunsky's architect, decided that
it was oaly 14 feet. The only conclusion one could ﬁossibly
draw from this, is the fact that construction funds ran

rather low during the restoration, so to'out.doﬁn expenses

the Walls were bqilpwpoi;4"feet instead of 18 feet. Perhaps_
;;;7;ﬂéfg;;;7;eason, the wall was not bhilt S feet thick éé
it was originally, The walls are only 30 inches thickbat the
present fort.

The bastions are of the préper dimensions and both have
'four woodéh:éénﬂon mounted in their upper stories, Before
1849, the canqon‘had been removed from the bastions, and
those rooms used &s extra storing spacegl However, as it was
impossiblé'to restore the original guns to the baétions, the
wboden guns give the fort a militéry appeérance'frOm the
6utside, and ere noi af all undesirable, ™

Contemporaries, hoth writers and artists, mention that
the walls of the fort were pierced with loop-heies for can-
non, The only suggestion of these in the present walls, are
two loop-holes about 11 feet high from the ground on either
gside of the south gate, Two more loop-holes are located the
game distance from the ground on the southwest corner.

Lastly, the walls are constructed of bricks and not old

adobes, and in sddition are topped with tiles, sbmething not

1 wpeseription of Sutter's Tort," ThemisI Nov. 23, 1889.
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used in the early days of the fort.

In the iatericr of the fort there are three buildiags.

‘The origiial ceatral buildiag (in which is located the

museum), the distillery, and the Kyburz Annex. (An addition
to the central buildiig, built by Kyburz ian 1849 to accomo-
dete more lodgers.) Around the walls are the sheps, stores,

warehcuses and barracks, with a sign explaining their uses

snd occupants ia 1849.
Since the ceatral buildi g is the only original pert

of the Qld fort, a brief descriptioa of it would be entirely

in xeepiang with the subject.

With thé exception of the foundstion, the walls of this

‘buildijg are of zdobe and are two and a half feet thick. The

windows on the first floor are 47 iaches wide, inside

measurement, and 28 incnes wide, extericr measuremeat. They

were probably built fan-shaped so as to sllow plenty of room
for riflemen to manipulate their wéapons in case of attack.l
The main floor at present ccnsists of two large rooms,
each about 53 x 14 feet,” Tormerly the floor was pefiitioned
off iato eight rooms, 14x14, 14x18, 14x12, and 1l4x14 on the
east side. On the west the rooms were, from north to south
respectfully, laxld, 14x12, 14x6 and 14x26.° |

The bzsement was originslly divided into two long

1 Personel observstions end mezasurements.
2 Tbid.

S npescription of Sutter's Tort", Themis, Wov. 23, 1889.
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rooms, aid it still remains so with the change of a docr or
two which maxes but slight difference.

Tn regard to the original armamei1t of the fort, those
articles are very coaspicuous by their sbsence. A placard
iiside of the fort states that the original armsment of the
fort wes thirty-two guns, but it fails to tell whether they

were all mounted or not. Coatemporaries state that a large

number of Captain Sutter's cannon were never mouated. They

place the serviceable cenion at tean or twelve mounted guns,
the rest were in the S1Orerooms. |
ﬁndef:the mentioned.placafd there &sre diéplayed three
cénnon, purported to be some of the bfigiﬁal that were
mcunted in the fort,and it is likely that they are, siace
they are ia keeping with the eerly period of the fort.
One of them is evideatly & naval gun, probably removed
from some snip by Sutter when he wus in need of armament.

Below is a detailed descriptica of this gun:

Total length......... e .554 inches.
Circumference (breach)........ 374 "
Circumference (muzzle)........ 25; "
BOr€s. oo vvvin wuunn . ) "
VMarkKsS. oo inenee s C.A.&.Co. Boston.

The next gun was evidently a field piece of uncertzin
maxe., The following data only wes available:

Totel length........... cesesseal  inches.
Circumference\ (breach)........435 "
(tircumference (muzzle)........293 "

BO B as vo e nee v voe o anne s cerees 4
MErKS e oo ivinee sivvansonns None

The remaining gun is evideatly one of Russisn design,

probably one of those whizch Sutter obtained by his purchase
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of Wort noss. the dimensions are:

Total lengthe..oovv . v, ...50 inches.
vircumferance breach;. ..... .42 "
Circumference kmuzzle et 21§ "
Boreeseseverieen. .. P ) "
MarkBe..oovevvnein. .Obliterated by rust.

these are the only original cannon withia the fort, The
others located about the grounds of the fort were probably

obtained ffom the united States Government after the Civil

War. two of them aféﬁbi;dé& 6ﬁ'fhe oﬁis&&eﬂbf'%ﬁé'eéétrwéllﬂ
at either side of the gate. une was manufactured in 1863
and bears the mark "U.S." stamped on the breach. ihe other
is another old United States field piece, manufectured in
1862, B

~in the center of a flower plot about 100 feet from the'
center of the south gate, outside the wsll, there is a bfass
field piece made by the Revere Copper Co., in 1864, But there
is ancther brass field piece, lbcated outside the north west
bastion, which is dévoid of all identification merks except
a "U.S." starped on the breach. The gun, in pattern, re-
gsembles those employed by the United States in, the Mexican
War. It is possible that it may have been brought here
duriag the Conquest of Califoraia by the United States forces,
but in the absence of sny explenatory placards, the origin

and source of the gun must necessarily remain unknown.1

1 pescriptioms of armemeat are from personal examination,
See followiag pages for pictures of the described guns,
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WERE MOUNTED IN OLDFORT SUTTER
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- THE EAST GATE |
Thetwo canron, by their markings, be‘engtothe Cuvil Wer periad

~ T THE SOUTH GATE |
Thegun in the toreground was mfg. by TheRevere Copperloy in 1864 7

R
U.S ARMY FIFLD PIECE

Type used in the Mexicarn War: IT migkt have been broughT to
old Fort Sutter durmi the Aniericin Conc[uesfof— Califoraria
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Since the grounds were intendegd to be attractive, they
are, of course, not at all like they were in the esrly days.
They are beautifully covered with magnificient green lawns,
multicolored flower beds and stately trees.
The ravine, which was s0 steep on the north side of the
walls thet it was admirably suited for defense, has diseap-

peared. TIn its place is a small pond inhabited by frogs,

carp, nudhens, geese and various aquatic plants known to
thrive i1 damp locastions,

Neither is the location marshy or subjected to floods
at certain periods of the yesr &s formerly. There is no
creek conaecting with fhe Ameriban River. Many years of
filling i1, and raising the levees, gradually effaced the
creek and the surrocunding slough.

As one enters the south gate, turns to Lis left znd be-
gins a systematic tour of the fort, the followiag signs
6ver the various rooms (in crder of their appearance ) meets
one's eyes; Sutter's Room; Sutter's Offices; Headquarters;
Unnamed empty room; Blacksmith Shop; South-west Corner;
Granery; Cary's Roarding House; Wagon Repair Shop; Three
empty rooms; The Worth-west Bastion; An exhibit of early
day covered wagons and freight wagons; The distillery;
Tool-house; Cursators Office; Kyburz Annex; (which joins the
reer of the ceatral buildiag to ‘the north wall,)

| The Kyburz Aniex houses exhibits of early‘days, musical

iqstruments and fine ccllection of esrly photographs, da-



LG

Ki

UHiTE
I NV [T
[~ Bastion ] .
:“1 '—‘JI(HIHHIHHHIH‘”JHI\”H”HIIHHHHI'l”l”i I OT Hllr.lftlll H!t’rfm”l“ﬁ\(”l””;ll(H\H\HHHHL{H
= i atd ! L Exhibi Priesl . | Hensley Reading& (o- 1~
UL b FreigaT wagons | | ) - _c“m'.to"‘s ~_ OLCIMN I oo wr - ,M-”Ze,,»s Su %'es ! =
[EPETIN DS e o) C | pistillery Office L‘ahf°ﬂ1'&~/\1ihcr' Supplies | e -
o (el D e e 127 Y i W U B —5
:: ._:|=:—} [ ST . —-—— e e —— . Beard
= ———— e Annex i ] Hous;a_E_
=H ; : . - . =
I eer Gy ; i | ’ =
._SasTer ) i ! ] I E
s i ? I i N e =
= v i | ] Lawn ! Rest E
=] 7 1 ! CEHTv-a,I ] kO?l:
ot ' ] Buildin i ! -
Hwame ‘ | {usedas | ] 3
- q ) ‘ [ trre Museun) e i EasT
== Law 1 | The - Sate
] i Oty Origenal )
= ity Orig
- ot ) N } ‘ ! Pdrtrcmaming_ |—-.-_-_—_.___»___..__.._.._______._]
b Mered— O I of* the old ) \ -
Flwagor | | | Fort | | E —5
[ Refair ] : ] ] R;::m E
et Shop — ' P
Hcarys ] ! , | Law i ' T s E
[Baardingt . i i } 2 3
= =T ! , |1 E
:G«ana»—y e ] i N L——‘_ T | éi;
- L oot
- T ' - gnE
- ERREAE =‘=—; § ‘L_T:_‘ lﬁ—l ,Tsa.,-‘ﬂg.'_: . T EchibiUafsme ’::""" ( e { Marshalls wood- | —
= slacksmirn | pOTnimedy Head- SutlersiSutters 5 Seuth fanearivtiveey g, 2:,“43 Work shop@eaz-48) —
- Stop ; | ;Q“‘"’Ers.i cftice ; Rooms’)ﬂ"‘"ﬂ; Gate :Eg%‘:’_-‘:ﬂg gtizf:s& f ‘(Pa ?I‘ Slatedd Saloon :
I I-) ° —
O T O T O O O O O M I T TP e == | =
- ]

INEEER)

Thre probable locCation's of the varicus rooHt part Tons, have been tnd fcated by dotted fines . ile this s mota

Scale &v-awmg,exar.lm. every.detail, it serves the purpose asa guide totlie readev in Picfuﬂrxg.' the preseqT ph ofthe Foo-‘tE Bastion

I I
Fesent arrangement of Sutters Fort: (Based upon its probable appearamce dur: :%ﬁlgﬁg‘% S) =

FIOCERL

sPETTT




NORTHE

SR s it e g

NER(INTEROR)




BIRDSE%(E VIEW OF THE FORT
(From the Gouth Gate )

_NORTHWEST BASTION &LAGQON



"8
0ld safes ahd strong boxes use. in handling the gold in the
early days. Even iron shutters from the wiandows of 0ld stcecres
in the ghost towns of the Mother Lode Country have been
prousht down to swell the exhibit. |

A smell léan—to between the last roow and the south gate
ncuses an eerly day carriage aid & fire engine of ancient

origia. This in brief, is the present arrangement of the

jaterior of Fort .

Sutter. e i e e
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CHAPTER VIIT
SUMMARY ANT) CONCLUSTIONS

Tn briefly reviewing the principal facts presented in

b 1.

0 have the proper T e e e
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i co1tinuity, we may assume that the following summary of the

"History of Sutter's Fort" is bhased uyon the most suthentic

and gccurate‘sources'available.

Ih the early part of the»summer of”1839,’8utter arrived
in Califoraie for the purpoSe of securing a libersl laad
i;, grant,buildiig a trading post and scquiring & fortune from
this commerciél veature.

Sutter ianterviewed Alvafado, the Mexican Governor of
Califcrniz, about the matter, and was told to select his
site for operatians, filevclaim to it, and become a Mexican
citizen. Sutter, acting upon this advice, decided to select
a suiteble tract of lend within the interior of California
for two ressons.

Tirst, if his post wss locested so fer ialand it would
be outvéf the weay of iaterference and strict jurisdiction
from WMexican officials. Secondly, an. inland post would

provide ample opportunity to cultivate the friendship of the

Indians to such an extent that with little difficulty he
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would be able to sécure their lakbor in exchange for a little
focd &nd clothig. Thus, left vnmolested, and with plenty
of cheap lebor, he would be able to estaktlish a profiteble
treding post in a short time.

Sutter rezlized that some sort cof protecticn wes neces-
sery for his posseséioas, 80 he decided thet his trading

post should be built in the form of 2 fort. The building of

‘*thE"fortfvcéap”éﬁﬁébéutwfbur’years, (1840-44). The materials

at hand were employed. The walls were built of adobe bricks,

strengthed with handesawed lumber. When the fort wss par-

tielly comglete, Sutter purchased the Russian holdigs at

Fort Ross and‘B9dega. Tn abcut two years,fihe equipment at
the Russien Posts was installed at Vew Helﬁetia, Sutter's

nawe for his éolony.

When ccmpleted the fort consisted of an adobe wall 18
feet high aad about 500 feet‘long by 150 feet wide. It was
enteréd by turee getes, one oa the aorth, aqaother on the
east, and the third on the south. All three gates were pro-
tected by artillery mounted &t loop-holes oa either side
of the three gates. The northern gate was also protected
by the steey banks of the creek or slough which ran on that
gide of the fort. |

Tn the north east and south west coraers of the fort,
there were bastioas, with walls 5 feet thick andktwo
stories high. The upper stories were used for armament,

four guns being mcunted ia each, while the lower stories
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were designed es prisocas,
-Shcps, barracks, wsrehouses aad stores, lined the walls
01 the interior of the fort. Ta the center of the srea,
stocd a large two-story adobe buildiag, together with several
other wooden structures whibh had been removed from Fort Ross.
Sutter, carrying out his original plsn, employed Tndians

at the fort. About fifty of the natives fromec his originsal

- garrison, uniquely ettired ia & variéty cf home-made snd ~ — —

Russian uniforms. A blanket factory, distillery, mill and
nearby farms furnished occupaticns for three of four nuadred
more of the Indiszas.

With the zrrival cf emigraants from the states, Sutter
employed a good many of then as carpeaters, mechsnics, and
blzcksmiths.

Sutter depenced upon his wheat, wool, and brandy as the
media of emchéange in securing furs frow the trappers who
petroiized his fort. His instsllmeats oa the princigal for
the Russian possessicns were paid {or the most part ia wheat.

It wes o0aly natural thet an eétabljshment guch as
Sutter's wnich made such wide coitacts should have many
aationaljties withia its walls. There were Jrish, Fremch,
Swiss, Canadiaas, Germans, Indians, Kanakas, Mexicens and
Negros at the fort, to ssy aothing of the numerous Americans.

Amusements while crude, served thé same purpose that
amusements are designeé for, and that WQS relexation, a

thing that wss welcomed heartily as a temporary break from
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the hardships and dangers of freontier life.

Abtual'military uses of the fort were limited. Sutter
led o01ly one organized expedition from the fort, and thet
was to aid Governor Nicheltorena i1 puttiag down‘a revolution.
Aside frow thet and a few encounters with the Tndians the
military activities of the fort vere few until the Resr Flag

Revolution, and the American Coaguest, Nuring the Bear Tlag

the tTort B

Fevoluticnh, was used as a prisoa for the Sorioma
captives,

With the obeniwg of the war with Mexico, Fort Sutter
“ was placed uader an Americaﬁ Commander, Lieutenant Kern. 7Tt
served as & base of supply for the Americaa Army in Cal-
ifornia during the war. |

Thé emigraats frow the States found the fort an ideal
place to rest and repsir their brokea wagons., Sutter's Fort
was the ultimzte goael of overlsnd travelers to California,
gince 1t was the o01ly early outpost of civilization in the
iaterior c¢f Califoraia, Ceptain Sutter's hospitable rep-
utation was kiown fasr and wide, and any expedition, whate#er
its nature or business, if going into the interior of Cal-
ifornia, would make it & pocint to visit Sutter's .Fort for
a few days.

The discovery of gold added increased iampetus to the
business and activity at Sutter's Fort. Yor a year the fort
wag a Scene of wild activity, and then businesé began to

fall off as towns sprang up elsewhere. The scarcity of

buildiazg meterials and lodging quarters were problems that
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did not daunt the “Forty-niners"; they simply apgropristed

everything at the fort for their own use, even forcing Sutter

‘to retire to the seclusic: of Hock Tarm. Af ter the departure

of the emigraits, tne fort was completely wrecked. Tt was
used &s a hospital during a typhoid epidemic in Sacramento.
After that it wss Occupied a few yesars by & private family

anu then fiasally sbandoned.

Wind, raia, flood, anu awbiiégéiééh£;aotor, gredually
effaced the walls, By 1871, the o0ld central building was
the only visible remains of Fort Sutter, &nd it too wes
rapidly succumbing to the eleménts.

A suduén realization that Fort Sutter hsd playec a
premwineat part i1 Califernie History and thet its memory
w&es woven into the hearts of thcusands, furnished the motive
for the restorstion movement.,

The Vative Sons and Naughters razisec eancugh meney by
gubscripticn to buy the o0ld¢ fort property and the one re-
maiaing building, which they ia turn deedeu to the State of
Califoraia.

The legislature created & comnittee of five to act as
trustees for the property. Noney fbr the réconstructioa
worK weés raised partly by state appropriations and partly
by popular subscripticns,.

C. B. Gruansky, a civil enginaer, who had shown early
iaterest in the restorestion bf the fort, wss put in charge

of the work. The fort, when completely restored, while it is
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not historically sccurste in every deteil, served its pursose;
a moaument 1o the memory of those who had nelped build Cal-

ifornie into a mighty state.
A casual observer might, upon visitiag the fort for the
first time, form an opinioa that the restoraticn of an old
fort, which required the bleccking of oae strect, and the with-
drawel of a coasiderable amount of buildiag space frou public
ndy-a-flagrsnt waste of |

rublic money;. bu

an idea born of -those with "more mbney then brains."

To assume tuat the fort had little or no place in Cal-
iforniaVHistory would be folly. Tt Bas had consideraple
bearing upon tue course of history in this stete. There are
three ressoas for this:

First, the 1ocaticz enc¢ lormidable appesrsnce of the
fort exercised its efiect uvon Mexicen snd Indians alike.
TLocsted as it was o1 & small creek coainecting with the
American River, it commzacded one of the best inland water
routes into Celiforaiz frow the coast. The commercial vdlue
of this water way 2lcae was very great, siice Sutter kept &
trading schooner continually plying between the fort and
Yerba Puena.

Since the fort was stronger than any of the Mexican
presidios, Mexican officiels were not anxious to interfere
- ywith Captein Sutter's business. The Indiesns in the immgdiate
vicinity had experienced the wrath of Sutter UPoh several

occasicns when they hsd indulged in horse stealing, so dur ing
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the existaice of the fort, they ued gredually quieted down .
Secondly, the emigrants frcem the States regarded the

fort as a God-send. The fort offered them protection from

both the Tndiaas and Mexican officials, .the latter especially,

since they did not look with favor upon American immigration

The early immigraits, for the most part, vere seekiang new

homes, and Central California to them, was an ideal spot for

takiﬁé‘hbviéﬁﬁméiéims;VSiﬁoé the fort offered not only
protection, but an opportunity to trade their products for
supplies.

Tastly, the fort served as an admirable source of sup-
ply for Fremont's expedition. Tremoat was in Califorania
obviously for the purpocse of makiag geogfaphic surveys for
the United States. Several historisns, however, have hinLed
that Fremont was under secfet orders to remain ia California
and hold it ialcase of war betwenn the United States and
Mexido. | |
| At any rate, whatever his purpose, the presence of
Sutter's Fort enabled Tremont to pitch his camp on the
Americen Riv-r, close toc the fort, but fer away from the
eyes 0f suspicious Mexican officials, I the fort had not
béen there, Fremo1t would have had to loéate near the
éoast towns in order to be well Supplied; and at the same
time every wove he made would have been.Questioned by the
Californien authorities. |

The presence of a heavily srmed fort in Cemtral Cal-
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ifornis, loceted near anasvigadple waters, simplified matters
for the United Spates Military esutnorities, whe1l war was
declared bhetween the United States and Mexico. Almost im-
medistely Sutter's Fort wes placed unoer .Americean commanc, .
The gerrison was develcped and incressed and put on the army
pay-roll. Communicatioas with thne navsl [forces opersting

sround San Trencisco Bay was pOuulble bv meens of the river,

Yot o.ily thet, but Tort Sutter was the key to the mvllt«ry'
gituation of Northern Californig. The Americans, by oc-
cupy ing the fort, at one stroke perslysed the military
strength of thne Mexicans, snd cut their forces in two. With
the seizure ol the fort, presctically ell militery conflicts
ceese d i1 Worthern California, &ad thé balsnze of the en-
gagements occurred in the south.

with the zomiig of the "Forty-ni1ers", the fort became
the stsrtiag point for the gold treil, mhlch 1co from
Sacramvnto to Colma. mhub it was thet Sacrsmeato became the
grest supply base for 211 the miners of the Worthern Mother
Lode Country. With the building up of the city and the in-
cresse of stores sand lodgiig houses, the fort fell into
disuse; a1¢ {inally into decay.

The fort, as it stands today, with the exception of the
original adobes ‘building within the walls, hes no connection
with the esrly history of Celifornis. The new walls serve
two purpeses: they symbolize end protect. They symbolize

the importence aad formidsble eppearance of the old fort
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and they protect the ¢ie remaiaiag builciiag ol the originsl
structure.

In coacludiag we may say thet Port Sutter played its
part i1 California History and that its restoraticn wsas
Justified to preserve the memory and’significance-of its

t.
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APPENNTX ‘ -

CDATE 0% WLAG RATSTTIS AT SUTTER'S TORT

Judge J.¥7. McKune, in his srticle which appesred in

o

P . 1 P o
- Qetober £ ~that the -Americen Fla

o

reised over Wort Sutter July 4, 1846, -

The exzsct dzte of the [lrg raisiay is ﬁot xnown., On
Lhe aight of tlhe tenth of July, 1846, a courier ceme to
Wrement's camp with the news of war bet%een the United:Steates
and Mexico.

Sutter, ia his Personzl Weminiscences, clazims that the
same courier that brought the news of wér to Fremont; also
brought him an Americen Tlsg, which he (Sutter) raised over
the fort the following moriing. This would mske the flag
raising on the eleventh of July. |

~Bancroft tekes the attitude of uacertainty abcut the
fleg reigiag, but thinks it wss rszised about July 11, or 12,
At any rate, Judge YeKune's deate is too esrly. On the other
hand it may heve been & wisspriit in Themis,

Sutter's Attitude towsrd the Americsn Flag wes wore
corcéial than the feeliags he held for the Bear Flzg. In
writin tb his brother, Andrew, Sutter msde the szrcastic

remerk tnet the "Bear" on the Czlifornis Wepublic Tlag
. . I S
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resembled a hog more than e bear.l Perneps Sutter felt that
the hog represented more approprietely the actions sad at-

titudes of the Revoluticanists than the "Besr "

MORRASt TESCRIPTTON OF FORT SUTTER I¢ FRENCH

-Ne L'Oregon ces Califoraies par ‘M. Duflot de Molras,
Arthur Bertrand, EBditeur, Paric 1844.

Le fort c¢e lg Vouvelle Helvetie est ad ,”é, au nord,
_a un petit ruisseau 001t71vp,b010 eMCrrpé% concoureat a
1s Gefense: L'enceinte est fermée par un mur de cing pieds
d'epaisseur, coisruit en brnans cuites &u soleil, et
soutenu par de greades pie@es de bois: chaque fece du
quedrnlatOTe nwoseﬂte un déeelcppement de cent, metrés,
ayzat cdeux €teges; les qusireg plans soat perces d'em-
bresures, et une ga]wr1p exterieure courocnne toute la mur-
sille. L'srmement se compose, de seize & dix-huit cangns
courts, et caronades en fer ¢e divers celipres, achetes a
berd des navires, et de dux excellentles Uwece de cawpagne
en bronze, avec caissoas, gue les Russes 01t céides & M,
Sutter. Pe derqjer poss sede en outre as s8e7 de fusils et oe
longues carabiiles raydes (rifles) pur €quiper soixeate !
quatre-vingts hommes, s&as cornpter les pistolets et zrmes
clanchs 25, Ses muliticns so1t bonies et en assez gxcﬂoe
queltité; uie surveillaace active, et ¢es gardes et rondes
de auit, soat organisées militairems21t, Toutes ces precau-
ticns suylt-nwceusajjxas, car Geas les )remlbrk) temps e
1'etaklissemeat, les Tadiens out tenté plusieurs fois
d'assassiter M, Sutter, gui est sorti veinqueur des en-
sagements qu'l a eus avec eux. ‘ N
Mzintenzat, M. Sutter est ea paix avec les Tndlens,
doat une ce ntdlne envircn trevailleat chez luil. Tls sont
nourris, et recoiveat par jour ceux reaux en maxcndnalqeu,
telles gue greins ce verre, colliers, mouchoirs, étoffes
et autres STtlbleu.
Tl ym a lg Wouvelle Pelvetle, trente hormes hlancs,
Allemzands, Suisses, Cenadieas, Amerlcalnu, Angleis et
Trancais., “resque tonb soat oocuyeu sux coupes de bois,
aux forges et & 1la ohcxpente queloue -uls percourent,
divises en escouades, vallde et les riviéres pur chasser
le cestor.

(mxtract from pp. 458, 459, £60,)

1 w4 Pege Trom the Pest," Pacific Uanitariza, Sept. 1917.
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VERM!S ADPPOTNTMENT
(A Traascript of Wort Sutter Papers, ¥.5.10)

U.S. Tripgate Nongress
" Bay of Monterey
' July 25, 1846

Sir:
You «re hereby appointed as Wirst Lieutenant in

the faliforaia Rattalion, and will report to Major ’ I
Tremont for duty.

Taithafully
Yr. Obt. Servt.
R. ¥, Stockton
commander-~in-chief .

To Bdwerd Kern
Tirst Lieut.
califorania Rettalion

TREMONT'S ARRTIVAL AT WORT SUTTER

Tremcat, in his Report of the Exploring Expedition, p.
947, desétribes his recepticn at Tort Sutter in the following
manner

An impetus wes given to the active little
population by our errival, as we were in-
went of everything. Mules, horses, and
cattle were to be collected; the horse-

mill wes at work day and night, te make

suf ficient flour; the blacksmith's shop

wes put in requisition for horse shoes &nd
pridle bits; snd pack saddles, TI0pES, and
pbridles, and all the other little equipments
of the ceamp, were again to be provided.

SUTTAR'S TATTER TO LARKTN DESCRTRIVNG WRENONT'S PLIGHT
The contents of letter 73, written by.Sutter to Larkin

describes Tremont's plight thus:



New Helvetis, Mer, 7, 1844
Thos. 0. Lerkin, Esq.
Pear Sir:

T am not awere of the arrivel of any com-
missioners cn the part of the United Ststes for
establishing the boundary line. On the 6th inst.
Lieut. J. €. Fremont of the United States Exploring
expecdition arrived here in distress hsving been
forced to deviate frow nis course on account of

deep snows loss of animals and want cf{ provisions,
he iaformed me of having left the Columbia River

a short distance above Tort Vancouver, with the
intention of crossing through the lower or southern
part of Oregon Territory esstward, to the headwaters
of -the Arkansas River, but [inding a succession of
high mountasins covered with snow, which, with the
destitute condition of his company, forced him to
abancon his route and strike for the settlements

of California, refit, and cross the mountains
farther to the south. On the morning of the 2bth
inst. He left here direct for the United States,
nis party consisting of twenty-five (25) men. The
visit of this exploring expedition, T eattribute
entirely to accident.

For a month previcus to their arcival
the company had subsisted entirely upon horse and
wule flesh. The starvaticn and fatigue they had
endured rendered them truly deplorable cobjects.
With these facts snd the assurance of Lieut. Tremont
T can be of nc other then the zbove opinioa.

T em very respectfully yours,

J. A. Sutter.
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