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In recent decades neoliberalism has emerged as the ruling economic, 
political and cultural ideology of our time. Originally construed as an 
economic philosophy, neoliberalism is better understood today as a 
broad worldview that emphasises free-market policies, deregulation, 
individualism, self-management and personal resilience at the 
expense of more collective, social-democratic policies and principles. 
Neoliberalism is a pervasive ideology that has shaped our lives for more 
than 40 years, from the wide-ranging organisational structures of our 
global economy to our most intimate bodily practices. In this engaging 
and accessible volume, Jonathon Louth and Martin Potter bring 
together researchers working in and across Europe, Asia, Australia and 
North America to elucidate on the manifold ways in which neoliberalism 
produces our subjectivities. Taking in nations and citizenship, urban 
transformation, gender, work, (dis)ability, sexual performance and 
cognitive function, this volume demonstrates the astonishing scope 
of neoliberalism to inform and delimit our identities on both macro 
and micro levels of social and personal life. Combining thoughtful 
theoretical accounts with fascinating fieldwork and spanning areas of 
inquiry including the UK, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Pakistan, Cambodia, 
Japan and Australia, Edges of Identity provides a remarkable collection 
of global perspectives on the impact of neoliberalism in contemporary 
international contexts.

This tenth volume in the Issues in the Social Sciences series is an 
absorbing introduction to the practical affects and lived realities of 
neoliberal ideology that will appeal both to readers encountering 
neoliberalism for the first time and expert scholars in the Social Sciences 
and Humanities.
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Dr Stuart Shields, 
Senior Lecturer in Politics, University of Manchester, UK

 
“Edited volumes can be highly uneven in their quality and 
focus. This collection is an exception. Louth and Potter have 
done readers a great service in collating a diverse but focused 
group of scholars who successfully capture the manifold 
dimensions of neoliberalism/neoliberalisation across competing 
times, spaces, and scales. Readers with an interest in the far 
too all pervasive construction of neoliberal subjectivities should 
direct their attention to this collection.” 
 

Professor Timothy Doyle, 
Department of Politics and International Studies, 
University of Adelaide, Australia

 
“Louth and Potter have curated a remarkably diverse, yet 
coherent collection of contributions that investigate how 
markets shape us and the societies we live in. This is a volume 
for students and scholars alike who want to better understand 
how neoliberalism is imbricated into our everyday.” 

Dr Sophia Price, 
Head of Politics and International Relations, Leeds Beckett University, UK

 
“Edges of Identity is an interesting compilation of differing 
accounts of the production of neoliberal subjectivities and 
subjectivity formation. What is particularly pleasing is the variety 
of contexts through which this is viewed, and the detailed 
empirical focus, which makes the theoretical discussion 
accessible and will help readers to understand and explore the 
complexity of the subject matter.”

Photographs: Khvay Sam
nang, from

 the photo series H
um

an N
ature, 2010–2011.



 
 
 

	
	

 
ISSUES IN THE SOCIAL SCIENCES: 10 

SERIES EDITOR: KATHERINE HARRISON 

 
Edges of Identity: 

The Production of Neoliberal 
Subjectivities 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Issues in the Social Sciences 

Titles in the Issues in the Social Sciences series are published 
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PREFACE 
 
 
It is a real pleasure and a privilege to introduce the tenth 
volume in the Issues in the Social Sciences (ISS) series: Edges of 
Identity: The Production of Neoliberal Subjectivities. This is an 
exciting, peer-reviewed edited collection that gathers together 
the voices of academic researchers working in and across 
Europe, Asia, Australia and North America. As such, it is a 
landmark in the series’ development and represents what I 
hope to be the shape of things to come. When the first volume 
of ISS was published in 2003, the modest intention of the then-
Series Editor, Anne Boran, was to create an opportunity for 
colleagues working in the Social Sciences at the University of 
Chester to publish research in a format that was useful, acces-
sible and affordable for our own undergraduate students. Since 
then, the series’ horizons have widened and while it maintains 
its original mission to present cutting-edge research to scholars 
working at all levels, the books now welcome the contributions 
of researchers from across the UK and worldwide. Correspon-
dingly, the series’ readership has expanded internationally, 
meaning that its capacity to share ideas with Social Sciences 
students across the world has increased far beyond original 
expectations. It is therefore both appropriate and gratifying that 
this tenth instalment in the ISS series takes a truly global 
perspective and draws on theoretical analyses and fieldwork 
conducted in countries including the UK, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Pakistan, Cambodia, Japan and Australia. 
 The publication of the tenth ISS book also presents a timely 
– if not overdue – opportunity to thank and congratulate 
everyone who has been integral to the series’ development 
since its inception. All of the individual authors and editors 
who have generously contributed their research over the last 14 
years in order to produce such a fascinating range of volumes 
deserve recognition and gratitude. Particular thanks are due to 
the editors of the current volume, Jonathon Louth and Martin 
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Potter, for ensuring the international scope of Edges of Identity, 
which necessitated working closely with authors across four 
continents while they themselves were often operating across 
two – no mean editorial feat. Likewise, the anonymous peer 
reviewers, who have provided insightful feedback on each 
manuscript since the series’ re-launch in 2013, have been crucial 
to maintaining high academic standards. Members of the 
Editorial Advisory Board have acted as perceptive sounding 
boards for new ideas and directions in the series and I thank 
them for their continued support. Acknowledgement is also 
due to Alessandro Pratesi, who organised the conference from 
which the idea for the current volume originated in 2013, as 
well as several earlier conferences that inspired other books in 
the series. Finally, it is essential to recognise the long-standing 
support of the University of Chester Press and to express appre-
ciation for the hard work and expertise of the Managing Editor, 
Sarah Griffiths, without whose tenacity the series would never 
have achieved such longevity or success. I hope that readers 
will enjoy the present volume and look forward to the next 10 
books in the ISS series as eagerly as I do. 
 
Katherine Harrison 
Series Editor 
Chester, United Kingdom, 21 June 2017 
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