


Index of subjects 

Entries in bold refer to the Glossary. n denotes notes, e.g. 414n means that the entry is found in a 
note on p. 414. 

absolutive 392, see ergative/absolutive 
accent 392, see stress 
accusative 392, see nominative/accusative 
active verb, 212-14, 217-19, 392 
active/stative 392, see split ergativity 
adjective 128, 136-41, 384, 392, 419n 
adjunct 392, see peripheral argument 
admirative 317-18, 392 
advanced tongue root vowel harmony 48-9, 

117, 392, 394 
adverb in Carib languages 141, see adjective 
affinal 393, see kinship systems 
affricate 99-106 
agglutinating language 74,128-31,392 
agreement 393, see gender agreement, 

transitivity agreement 
agriculture 11-12, 35-58, 84, see also hunters 

and gatherers 
alienable possession 163-78,393 
Amazon (the name) 2 
ambitransitive 393, see transitivity 
analytic language 128-31, 393 
animacy 150, 280-6, 296 
anticipatory switch-reference 342-3 
antipassive 56,70, 226, 232-5, 246, 387, 393, 

427n, see also valency-reducing 
derivations 

applicative 236, 243-7, 393, see also 
valency-increasing derivations 

apprehensive 189-90, 393 
areal diffusion 68-72,75-86, 97-8, 131, 393, 

401, 406, see linguistic area, language 
contact 

areal feature 393, see linguistic area 
argument, core 394, see core argument 
argument, peripheral 393, see peripheral 

argument 
aspect 180-1, 214-19, 304-5, 312, 394 
aspirated consonants 81-2,94,99-106 
aspiration metathesis 100-1 
associated action 185, 321-2 
assumed evidential 248-9,255-60, 265-6, 269, 

271-4, 394, see evidentiality 
A TR vowel harmony, see advanced tongue root 

vowel harmony 
augmented, see minimal/augmented system 
avoidance style 48, 350, 362-5, 389, 440n, see 

also kinship systems 

augmentative 156-7 
auxiliary verb 233, 316-25, 389, 394, 436n 

biological diversity 59 
bipartite stems 320-2 
body-part prefixes 134-5, 384 
body parts 134, 163-5, 172-5 
borrowing 71, 77-98, 319-20, 350-60, 375-80, 

394, see also diffusion, language 
contact, linguistic area 

bound pronouns 149-50 

cannibalism, ritual 15, 50-1 
cases 41,47, 79, 94, 131, 139, 156-8, 201-25, 

384-5, 394, 420n-
causative 71,74, 128, 132, 236-42, 246-7,387, 

394, 428n, see also valency-increasing 
derivations 

sociative causative 80, 239-41, 246-7, 387 
chiefly speech 368-9, 441ll 
classificatory verbs 292-4, see also verbal 

classifiers 
classifiers 24,36,50-4,58,70,73-4,77,80,90, 

92, 95, 161, 279-303, 388, 394, 431ll, 
432n, 433n, 434n 

as derivational markers 136 
autoclassifiers 297 
in possessive constructions 165-7,290-2, 

433n 
locative classifiers 43 
multiple classifiers 295-8, 434n 
noun classifiers 288-90, 432n 
numeral classifiers 286-8, see also number 

words 
relational classifiers 433n, see classifiers in 

possessive constructions 
semantics of classifiers 298-300 
verbal classifiers 292-4 

clitics 125-6, 394, see also enclitics, proclitics 
commands, see imperatives 
comparative construction 139 
comparative method 18-19, 28 
complement clause 332-8, 389, 395 
complex predicate 227-8, 233, 236, see also 

multiverb constructions 
compounded verbs 134 
conjunct/disjunct person system 148-9, 

384-5,395 
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consanguineal kin 395, see kinship systems 
consonant systems 99-109, 383 
consonantal harmony 416n 
constituent order 214-15,3300-1,395, 436n, 437n 
contact language 29-31, 249, 272-4, see also 

lingua franca 
contiguity 151-2, see also relational prefix 
contour tone 395, see also tone 
converb 314-16,321-5,389,395, see also gerund 
copula 136, 141,327-40, 395, 436n 
core argument 200-4,330-1,393,396,403 
counting practices 350-60, see also number 

word 
Creole 29-31, 396 
creolization 396 

definiteness 207, 219-21 
demonstratives 147 
dependent clause 217-19, 332-8, 396 
descent 14, seekinship systems 
de-subordination 396 
diagnostic traits 69, see linguistic area, areal 

diffusion, language contact 
diffusion, 397, see linguistic area, areal 

diffusion, language contact 
diminutive 156-7 
direct evidential 397, see eyewitness 

evidential, evidentiality 
direct speech 253,348-9,397, see also speech 

report 
directional 85 
discourse structure 219-21 
disease 5-7, 14, 26-7, 408n 
disjunct, see conjunct/disjunct person system 
distributive plural 153 
dogs in Amazonia 15-16 
dreams and evidentials 268-71, 274 
dual number, see number 

enclitics 397, see clitics 
environment 1-17, 408n 
epistemic modality 397, see modality 
equilibrium 69, 72 
ergative 398, see ergative-absolutive 
ergative/absolutive 24, 43, 50-1, 59, 153, 201-4, 

207-25, 333, 346- 8, 386, 398, 424n, 
425n, 426n, 427n 

European invasion 1-17 
evidential strategy 398 
evidentiality 43-57,70,77,79-81,94,149-50, 

181,249-78,387-8,398, 428n, 429n, 
430n,43111 

and language loss 274-6 
in dreams 268-71,274 
in various genres 268-71 
lying 271-2, 387 
on nouns 158-62 
semantics 262-8 

exclusive 92, 142-4, 398, see also inclusive, 
person 

exogamy, language based 15, 46, 76-83, 97-8 
experiential evidential 398, see eyewitness 

evidential, evidentiality 
eyewitness evidential 250-5, 258, 260, 398, 

see evidentiality 

farewells 369-74 
feminine gender 142-3, 149-50, see also 

gender 
firsthand evidential 249-52, 260-1, 264, 

269-74, 398, see eyewitness evidential, 
evidentiality 

fluid-S 398, see split ergativity 
focus 135, 1.50-1, 398 
foot 398, see stress 
free indirect speech 398, see speech report 
fricative 99-106 
frustrative 73, 183-5, 386, 398, 422n, 423n 
fusional language 129-31, 133, 399 

gender 3~43,74,90,97, 142-3, 149-50,156, 
280-6,300-3,388,399 

gender agreement 30, 50, 28-3, 420n 
genetic relationships 17-20, 75, see also 

comparative method 
genocide 6-10 
gerund 41,314-16,321-5,399, see also 

converb 
glottal stop 99-108, 115-16, 414n, see also 

glottalization 
glottalization 99, 115-17 
grannnaticalization 81, 321-5, 389, 427n, 

436n, 399 
greetings 369-74 

hearsay evidential 399, see reported 
evidential, secondhand evidential, 
evidentiality 

hierarchies, societal 14-15 
human referent 154 
hunters and gatherers 11-12, 16-17, 52-3 

imperatives 47,56,186-92,399, 423n, 430n 
impersonal 144-6, 384-5, 400 
impersonal passive 400, see also passive 
inalienable possession 163-78, 227-8, 400, 

426n, see possession 
inclusion in pronominal system in 

Araona 144 
inclusive 92, 142-4, 400, see also exclusive 
incorporation 51, 129, 133, 175, 192-9, 294, 386, 

402, 418n, 424ll 
indefinite person 144-6, 151, 171-2, 384-5, 400 
indirect speech 400, see speech reports 
inferential 400, see inferred evidential, 

evidentiality 



inferred evidential 249-53, 256-8,261,274, 
400, see evidentiality 

information source 149, 400, 419n, 42111, see 
also evidentiality 

intertwined languages, see mixed languages 
invented communities 31-2 
inverse 425n 
irrealis 55, 400, see reality status 
isolating language 128, 384, 400 

kinship systems 15 
kinship terms 94,163-5,169-70,172-5 

address forms of 169-70 

language contact 18-20, 29-31, 35, 68-86, 
133-4, 216, 225, 272-4, 300-3, 350-60, 
375-80, 383, 386-8, 41On, 412n, 413n, 
see also diffusion, language contact 

language documentation 59-61 
language loss 10, 26-30, 39-60, 108, 122, 

275-6, 313, 380-1, 389 
language obsolescence 72, 78-9, 90-3, 122, 

274-6, 380-1, 400, 413n 
language region 70-4, 383, 386, 400 
lingua franca 95-7, 251, 369, 401 
linguistic area 68-86, 97-8, 383, 401, see also 

diffusion, language contact 
Vaupes River Basin as a linguistic area 7-9, 

12-14, 34-5, 43-7, 53, 106-8, 114-15, 
118,121, 123, 181, 185, 296-7, 325, 386, 
412n, 413n 

areal diffusion in 69-94, 97-8, 383, 
386,388 

clause linking 330-1,346 
grammatical relations 206-7,225 

linguistic situation 1-2, 26-32, 382-3 
liquid consonants 99, 106-8, 384 
loan, see borrowing 
loans from Amazonian languages into 

English 36,41-4,63-7 
locative 139, 157-8, see also cases 
locutor/non-locutor 419n, see also 

conjunct-disjunct person system 
lying and evidentials 271-2, 387 

male and female speech 49,286,374-5,389 
manioc 11-12 
manner of action 185 
marriage network 76-83 
masculine gender 142-3, see gender 
material culture 4-5, 10-13 
mediative 401, see evidentiality 
metathesis, seeaspiration metathesis 
migrations 32-3, 39, 59 
minimal/augmented system 143-4, 394 
mirative 149,264-5,274,317,401, 429n, 

see also surprise 
mixed languages 43, 375-8, 389 
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modality 182-5, 265, 401, 429n, 430n 
motion verbs 155 
multilateral diffusion 401, see diffusion 
multilingualism 45-7, 76-84, 89, 97-8, 412n, 

413n, see areal diffusion, language 
contact 

multiverb constructions 185, 304-25, 389, 
434n, 435n, 436n 

names of languages 21-3 
nasalization 47, 51, 59, 79, 99, 113-16, 415n 
negation 185-6, 191-2, 304-5, 328-9, 386 
nominal aspect 158-63 
Nominal hierarchy 206-7,210-12,401 
nominal tense 57, 93, 156, 158-63, 385, 420n 
nominalization 138-9, 237,332-5,389,401, 426n 
nominative-accusative 24, 55-9, 72-4, 81, 84, 

95, 153-4, 201-7, 219-25,346-8,386-7, 
402,407, 425n 

non-eyewitness evidential 250-5, 258, 260, 
402, see evidentiality 

non-feminine gender 149-50, see gender 
non-firsthand evidential 249-52,260-2,264, 

269-74, 402, 430n; see evidentiality 
non-possessed marker 170-72 
non-visual evidential 249, 255-8, 402, see also 

evidentiality, visual evidential 
noun classes 56, 280-6, 295-8, 300-3, 402, 

see also gender 
noun compounding 157 
noun incorporation 402, see incorporation 
number 77, 128, 130, 142-4, 152-6, 299, 402, 

420n, see also gender agreement 
number word 24,74,92,350-60, 438n, 439n, 

see also counting practices, classifiers 
(numeral classifiers) 

oblique argument, see peripheral argument 
official languages 31 
origin myths 366, 368, 442n 

palatalization 101-5, 413n 
passive 226-35, 246, 317, 387, 402, 426n, 

see also valency-reducing derivations 
pejorative 156 
peripheral argument 204, 393 
person 128, 141-53, 205-6, 384-5, 419n, see also 

impersonal, indefinite person, 
conjunct/disjunct person system 

hierarchical person agreement 425n 
shared person markers on nouns and 

verbs 176-8, 385 
pertensive 166-9, 403 
phasal verb 320, 403 
phonetic rarities 108 
phonological word 403, see word 
pidgin 29-31, 403 
pitch accent 117-19, 403 
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pivot 346-8, 403 
polarity 403, see negation 
politeness 190 
polysynthetic language 128-31, 403, see also 

synthetic language 
population of Amazonia 3-10 
possession 71, 385, 42111, 422n 

alienable 163-75, 385, 393 
and classifiers 290-2 
and indefinite prefix 151-2 
and nominal tense 162-3 
and relational prefix 151-2 
classes, 163-78 
in Aguaruna 140 
in Amuesha 133 
in Arawa languages 131, 140, 231 
in Kamaiura 146 
inalienable 163-75, 385, 400 
predicative 175-8, 329-30, 422n 

posture verbs 155 
predicate-marking languages 131 
prefixes in Amazonian languages 131-5 
privative 133 
proclitics 403, see clitics 
proto-language 404, see also comparative 

method, genetic relationships 
punctuation 69, 72 

reality status (realis/irrealis) 158-62, 190-2, 
386, 400, 402, 423n, see also irrealis 

reciprocal 229-31, 234-5, 245, 387, 404, 
426n, 427n 

reduplication 180; 232-3, 404 
reflexive 132, 146-7, 229-31, 234-5, 387, 426n 
regional trait 70-4, 404, see also language 

region 
register tone 404, see also tone 
relational prefix 50, 71, 151~2, 385, 404 
relative clause 97, 332-8, 389, 404 
reported evidential 249-51, 261, 266-76, 404, 

430n, see also evidentiality 

secondhand evidential 405, 430n, see 
evidentiality, reported evidential 

sensory evidential, see eyewitness evidential, 
visual evidential, evidentiality 

serial verb constructions 59, 79-81, 134, 185, 
236, 304-14, 319-25, 389, 405 

shamans, speech of 260, 268-9, 270, 350, 
365-6,369,389,44on 

signed languages 378 
slash and burn agriculture 84, see also 

agriculture 
songs 366-9, 440n 
speech report 253, 348-9, 389 
split ergativity 35, 41, 74, 93, 209-24, 386, 

424n, 425n, 426n 

Sprachbund 70-4, see also linguistic area 
stative verb 212-14, 217-19, 238 
stop consonants 99-109 
stress 99, 117-19, 338, 405, 416n, 417n 
studies of Amazonian languages 61-3 
subordinate clause 405, see dependent clause 
subsistence 408n, see environment 
substratum, substrate, substrata 16, 28, 94, 

405,41On 

suppletive forms 154-5, 169, 406 
support verb constructions 316-19 
surprise 149, 264-5, 274, 317, 401, 429n, 

see also mirative 
switch-reference 50,54-5, 338-46, 389, 406, 

437n, 438n 
anticipatory switch-reference 342-3 

syllable structure 99, 112-13 
syntactic ergativity 225, see also pivot 
synthetic language 36, 44, 52-9, 73, 79, 128-31, 

133,135, 153, 156-7, 179-80, 228, 313, 
383-4,418n 

taboos 361-5 
tense 180-1, 214-19, 267,304-5 
thirdhand eyidential 249-50, 406, 430n, 

see reported evidential, secondhand 
evidential, evidentiality 

tone 35, 41, 47-8, 53-5)' 119, 125, 383-4, 415n, 
416n, 417n, see also contour tone, 
register tone 

topic 79, 207, 219-21, 244, 330-1, 406 
transitivity 200-4,207-47,326-7, 

397-8,424n 
transitivity agreement 45,58,318-19, 326-7, 

344-6, 389, see also agreement 

unilateral diffusion 401, see diffusion 

valency-increasing derivations 226, 236-46, 
406, see also causative, applicative 

valency-reducing derivations 226-35, 406, 
see also passive, antipassive 

validational 406 
variable order of suffixes 135-6 
verbless clause 329-30, 406 
verificational 406 
visual evidential 249, 253-9, 260-76, 406, 

see evidentiality 
voicing in stops 99-109 
vowel systems 99, 109-12, 383-4 
vowel harmony 116-17,407, see also advanced 

tongue root vowel harmony 

whistled languages 378 
word 99, 116~17, 125-6, 307-8, see also 

phonological word 
word -class changing derivations 136 
word classes 136-41 
word order 331, 407 



Alexandra Y. Aikhenvald is Distinguished 
Professor and Research Leader (People 
and Societies of the Tropics) and Director 
of Language and Culture Research 
Centre, in the Cairns Institute, James Cook 
University, Australia. She has worked on 
descriptive and historical aspects of Berber 
languages and has published, in Russian, A 
grammar of Modern Hebrew (1990; second 
edition 2009). She is a major authority 
on languages of the Arawak family, from 
northern Amazonia, and has written 
Grammars of Bare (1995, based on work 
with the last speaker who has since died) 
and Warekena (1998), plus A Grammar 
of Tariana, from northwest Amazonia 
(Cambridge University Press, 2003), in 
addition to essays on various typological 
and areal features of South American 
languages. 

Her lengthy grammar, The fvJanambu 
Language from East Sepik, Papua New 
Guinea, was published by OUP in 2008. 
Other books include Classifiers: a Typology 
of Noun Categorization Devices (2000. 
paperback 2003), Language Contact in 
Amazonia (2002), Evidentiality (2004, 
paperback 2006), and Imperatives and 
Commands (2010) all published by OUP, 
and, jointly with R. M. W. Dixon, Language at 
large. Essays on syntax and semantics (Brill, 
2011). She is co-editor with R. M. W. Dixon 
of the OUP series Explorations in Linguistic 
Typology, the sixth volume of which, 
Possession and ownership: a cross-linguistic 
typology, will be published in 2012. 




